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BIG SIZE MENSWEAR  2XL TO 8XL2XL TO 8XL

Park right outside 
our showroom 
and shop at 
your leisure!

SUITS
SHIRTS

TROUSERS
LONG TIES
T-SHIRTS
SHORTS

CARGO TROUSERS
JEANS

EVERYTHING FOR 
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POSTCODE 
WINDFALL 
FOR SHILDON 
RESIDENTS
FIVE SHILDON residents 
are celebrating after a 
lottery win last weekend.

The neighbours, from 
Foxglove Way, each won 
£1,000 when DL4 2DZ 
was announced as a daily 
prize winner with Peo-
ple’s Postcode Lottery. 

People’s Postcode Lot-
tery ambassador Danyl 
Johnson congratulated 
the winners, saying: 
“What a fantastic sur-
prise for them. Congrat-
ulations and I hope they 
have fun spending their 
winnings.”

A lottery spokesperson 
said: “A minimum of 32 
per cent of ticket sales 
goes directly to charities 
and players of People’s 
Postcode Lottery have 
raised over £600 million 
to date for thousands of 
good causes.

“This draw was pro-
moted by The Ramblers 
which has received over 
£10.1 million in funding 
from the players of Peo-
ple’s Postcode Lottery.

“The charity works to 
protect and expand the 
places where people love 
to walk.

“Many good causes 
close to the winners have 
also benefitted from play-
ers’ support, and local 
charities can apply for 
funding next year.” 

THE FRIENDS of Jubi-
lee Fields Estate have 
re-started the renovation 
of the path that leads 
over tunnel top and down 
behind Chestnut Close 
and Cedar Grove. 

The clearing of the land 
is currently being com-
pleted by a local Shildon 
company run by Richard 

‘Greenheart’ Massey.
Richard has been hard 

at work and is nearly fin-
ished the ground prepa-
ration.

The land will now be left 
for a few weeks to settle 
and further weed control 
will be taking place. 

During the months of 
September andl Novem-

ber, the Friends group 
will be planting approxi-
mately 1000 flower bulbs, 
shrubs and bushes, 
re-seeding the grassed 
areas and planting a wild-
flower meadow. 

Artwork will also be 
erected to act as a memo-
rial and a celebration of 
Shildon’s Railway herit-

age. 
It is hoped that 2021 

will see the area begin to 
flower and develop into 
a pleasant walkway that 
the Friends Group hope 
will inspire other people 
to develop and improve 
areas around the Jubilee 
Fields Estate and the rest 
of Shildon.

The Friends of Jubilee Estate are hoping to inspire residents across Shildon to bring colour to their own areas.

FRIENDS SOW SEEDS OF INSPIRATION
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Harrison

A funeral service will be 
held in St John’s Church, 

Shildon on Friday 4th 
September at 1:45pm.  

A private committal 
service will follow.

August 22nd peacefully 
in the care of Holly Lodge, 
John of Shildon, aged 83 

years. Devoted husband to 
Mary. A loving and much 

loved dad to Colin and 
Nigel. A lovely  father-

in-law to Lynn. Beloved 
grandad to Lisa and Bailey. 

A very dear brother to 
Edith and Diane. Also 
a dear brother-in-law , 

uncle and good friend and 
neighbour to many. 

Tot Garlick

Happy 80th Birthday

Love as always, Verna

5th September

Tot Garlick
Happy 80th Birthday Dad

All our love 
Paul and Ann

Tot Garlick
Dad, Happy 80th Birthday 

Have a great day

Love Jill, Barrie and Sam

Tot Garlick
Happy 80th Birthday 

Grandad 

All our love 
Rhys and Jayne 

Tot Garlick
To Grandad Tot 

Have a fabulous day 

love you, 
Paul, Debbie, Colin and Melissa

Joe and Florence 
Anderson

Diamond Wedding 
Anniversary

Congratulations and love 
from all of your family. 

3rd September 1960

Independent publishers of the Shildon & District Town Crier, Bishop Press, Ferryhill & Chilton Chapter and Spennymoor News

Classifieds in the Crier
Our offices are currently closed to the public, so if you would like to place a message 
to your loved ones in The Crier, you can contact us by email, private message on 
Facebook or by phone. We will reply and let you know the price for your message and 
you can pay by debit or credit card over the phone.  
 
Call: 07909 992731 or email: crier@swd.news

Please be sure to provide us with a contact phone number so that we can get back in touch with you. 

FORMER MINEWORKERS 
could be in line for thou-
sands of pounds in com-
pensation after being 
exploited by unscrupu-
lous insurance agents 
and financial advisers in 
the late 1980s and early 
1990s. 

Corries Solicitors say 
that many miners in the 
North East were duped 
into transferring their 
Mineworkers pensions 
to personal private plans 
with insurance compa-
nies, which paid out far 
less in the end.

Corries have had con-
siderable success in win-
ning compensation for 
former Mineworkers; A 
former miner who worked 
at Easington was badly 
advised by an Abbey 
Life agent and received 
£58634 after the solici-
tors successfully argued 
that no proper Pension 
Review had been carried 
out.

Another who worked 
at Bedlington received 
£112,568 after being 
miss-sold his pension by 
the Prudential.

Another, who was made 
redundant from Murton, 
had been wrongly advised 

by a financial adviser to 
transfer his pit pension. 
Even through the adviser 
was no longer trading 
a successful claim was 
made for £48,000.

Dave Lamb, the man-
ager of the pension team 
at Corries Solicitors  said: 
“There were many thou-
sands of miners through-
out the North East who 
were badly advised to 
transfer their Pit Pen-
sions, and we have had 
many successful claims 
for compensation.” 

“It goes back to de-regu-
lation of the pension mar-
ket in the late 1980s. 

“In the background was 
the miner’s strike and pit 
closures which resulted 
in a lot of distrust. 

“This meant that mine-
workers were easy prey 
for financial advisers and 
insurance agents. 

“They were made all 
sorts of promises about 
how much better off they 
would be but in reality, a 
personal private pension 
could never match up to 
the original Mineworkers 
Pension as they would be 
giving up employers con-
tributions, bonuses, and 
other benefits.”

PENSIONS COMPENSATION  
FOR FORMER MINEWORKERS

Check4life   0191 569 2860
Are you aged 40-74? Find our your 
risk of developing heart disease, stroke, 
type 2 diabetes or kidney disease with 
a check4life health check. Then get 
personalised advice to reduce the risks. 

Visit your GP or have a check4life health check in a 
community venue such as your local pharmacy or leisure 
centre where you can see the check4life logo.
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the County Council last 
year and has half a cen-
tury of experience repre-
senting residents in the 
town.

He said: “It is against 
natural justice and fair 
taxation for residents in 
Shildon to have to pay 
for our services and pay 
again for other areas.”

Areas like Crook, Con-
sett and Chester-le-
Street do not have town 
or parish councils so Dur-
ham County Council does 
everything.

“In Shildon, residents 
are paying on average 
£275 a year more council 
tax than residents else-
where.”

Fellow Lib Dem council-
lors, Dean Ranyard (Spen-
nymoor) and Michael 
Stead (Great Aycliffe) are 

also submitting motions 
to their town councils 
demanding action. It is 
expected more will fol-
low.

Lib Dem County Coun-
cillor Mark Wilkes submit-
ted a motion to Durham 
County Council on the 
issue before lockdown 
but DCC has yet to hold a 
full council meeting. 

He said: “Our town and 
parish councillors across 
the the county are quite 
rightly furious that we 
have such inequality in 
2020.

“If you live in County 
Durham, join us and help 
us get a fairer tax system 
across our county.”

Councillor Huntington’s 
motion will be debated at 
September’s full council 
meeting in Shildon.

SHILDON TOWN and Dur-
ham County Councillor, 
Garry Huntington has 
submitted a motion to 
the Town Council calling 
for the County Council 
to investigate the unfair 
Council Tax in County 
Durham.

Residents in Shildon 
pay on average £275 
more council tax than 
residents in other parts 
of County Durham.

They pay for their own 
services and for services 
elsewhere and then pay 
again to the Town Coun-
cil.

A similar situation is 
happening across County 
Durham.

Cllr Huntington, represt-
ing the Liberal Demo-
crats, was elected with a 
large swing of the vote to 

COUNCILLOR CALLS FOR INVESTIGATION 
INTO ‘UNFAIR’ COUNCIL TAX SYSTEM

Cllr Garry Huntington with Lib Dem Group Leader Amanda Hopgood in Shildon before lockdown.

COUNTY DURHAM and 
Darlington Fire and Res-
cue Service have spent 
several days in attend-
ance at a large fire at the 
recycling plant on the site 
of the former Eldon Works 
brickworks, where approx-
imately 4,000 tonnes of 
waste caught fire.

Multiple crews and sen-
ior officers have attended 
the incident since it was 
first reported in the early 
hours of Monday, 31st 
August. 

More than a day later, 
the service still had three 
fire engines on scene; 
one from Bishop Auck-
land, one from Spenny-
moor and one from Peter-
lee fire stations, who 
were working together to 
control the fire.

Graeme Metcalf, Group 
Manager was in attend-
ance at the scene and 
said: “We are working 
with our partners from 
the Environment Agency, 

FIRE RAGES AT RECYCLING PLANT
Fire crews are expected to remain on scene for at least a week.

Durham County Council 
and Durham Constabu-
lary to effectively man-
age the scene.

“The plan is to begin 
to carry out a controlled 
burn of the site by sep-
arating the waste into 
smaller piles to extin-
guish the fire as quickly 
as possible. 

“However, due to the 
extremely large amount 
of waste involved, this is 
expected to continue for 
a considerable amount of 
time.

“Thanks to our crews 
and our colleagues from 
our partner agencies 
who have been working 
hard to manage the inci-
dent so far, and who will 
continue to do so for the 
remainder of the week.

“We would continue to 
advise residents living in 
the area to keep their win-
dows and doors closed”.

At this time, the cause 
of the fire is unknown.

Shildon Stores
36 Redworth Road,  Shildon

Stocking a wide range of spirits, 
wines, beers, groceries, confectionery 
& frozen foods, plus a wide range of 

vaping and smoking accessories

Milk, Bread & Eggs all only 
£1 Each. Best Price in Town!

We are open 7 days a week, 8am-9pm
Follow us on Facebook & Instagram
shildon stores mrveescornershop

HUMBLES GARAGE
01388 778070  |  07778 117 778

1 ROBSON STREET SHILDON, DL4 1EB

WE ARE NOW CLOSED ON SATURDAYS

MOTs - MOTORBIKES, 
CARS AND VANS

SERVICING
TYRES

EXHAUSTS

Self-employed? 
I can complete your ... 

✓ Financial accounts 
✓ Tax return 
./ VAT return 

./ Payroll 
For a free, no obligation 

quote call 07922692989 today 
or email 

sarah@rileyaccountancy.co.uk 

rileyaccountancy.co.uk 
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mous pair of leeks meas-
uring 356 cubic inches. 

Peter Wood came in 
second with 226, and P 
Schofield was third with 
207.

The club held a flower 
and veg show, but unfor-
tunately with no prizes 
due to a lack of fundrais-
ing. 

Joe and Pauline Hind-

march are stepping down 
from running the club 
after 45 years of service. 

Joe was presented with 
a bottle of Cognac and 
Pauline with a bouquet 
of flowers as a thank you 
from club members.

Next week it is on to the 
Three Tuns show, which 
is being held at Old Shil-
don Club.

THE SECOND of this 
year’s leek shows, the 
Fox and Hounds show, 
was held at the weekend, 
reports Wilf Tray.

Apologies for reporting 
last week that it was in 
two weeks as it had in 
fact been brought for-
ward.

Joss Aldworth won yet 
again showing an enor-

FINAL FOX AND HOUNDS LEEK 
SHOW FOR JOE AND PAULINE

Joe and Pauline Hindmarch with their gifts after stepping down as Leek Show organisers.

ST JOHN’S Church is  
launching a new char-
ity appeal and hope to 
involve the wider Shildon 
community.

A spokesperson on the 
church’s public Facebook 
group said: “Following the 
recent death of Shildon 
woman, Deborah Plews, 
from breast cancer, in 
her memory the church 
will be gathering bras to 
be recycled to women in 
African countries. 

“Deborah was a friend 
to many in and around 
Shildon and a member of 
St. John’s Church.

“Owning and wearing a 
bra isn’t especially com-
mon amongst ordinary 
women in many African 
countries – this is partly 

APPEAL LAUNCHED AT ST JOHN’S

Bras can be a sign of affluence in African women and can 
help protect them from sexual assault.

cultural and also the hot 
climate plays a role. How-
ever it is associated with 
affluence when an Afri-
can woman does possess 
and wear a bra – and this 
may be a vital safeguard 
in protecting her from 
sexual assault which is 
sadly all too common.

“We’re appealing for 
gently used bras from 
local ladies who may be 
having a clear-out follow-
ing lockdown – or a clea-
rout before Christmas”.

“More information will 
be given at Sunday morn-
ing service at St John’s 
on Sunday 6th Septem-
ber. There is to be a box 
placed inside St. John’s 
Church for donations of 
bras very soon.”

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 

factory and saveFREE

JK’s Plastics & Roofing
All types of Roofing, Slating, 

Tiling, Flat Roofing, 
Dry Verge Systems

Guttering Renewed & 
Replaced, uPVC Fascias, 

Soffits & Cladding 
(Wood or Plastic)

Fibreglass Flat Roofing
“We will beat any genuine 

written quote”
Contact Kevin:
01388 600187
07919 178 979

POLICE ARE appealing 
to trace two garden sets 
after they were stolen 
from a garden in Shildon.

The theft took place 
sometime overnight 
between August 27th 
and August 28th at an 
address on Baysdale Gar-
dens.

It is believed the sus-
pects made their way 
into the rear garden and 
removed two large rattan 
sets, including on simi-
lar to the item pictured, 

before making off.
Officers are now keen to 

return the garden furni-
ture to the owner.

Did you see anything? 
Call PC Burgess on 101 
quoting crime reference 
CRI00288454.

POLICE APPEAL AFTER THEFT

Thieves stole two rattan furniture sets including one similar 
to the item pictured from Baysdale Gardens last week.

SHILDON TOWN Council 
offices will re-open to the 
public from Monday 7th 
September, from 10am 
until 2pm on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays 
until further notice.

Town Clerk, Tracey Bel-
las said: We kindly ask 
all visitors to the coun-
cil offices to wear a face 
covering whilst in the 
building and thank you 
for your cooperation.”

COUNCIL OFFICES RE-OPEN

Keeps us safe.

Keeping 
apart.

Social distancing is still 
important for all of us.



5

Friday 4th September 2020 For more news from Shildon and across South West Durham visit: www.swd.news

Example 4 - £82,000
Mr R from HOUGHTON was made redundant from 

SEAHAM. After the pit closed in 1993  he was 
persuaded by an agent of the PRUDENTIAL to 

transfer £5600 from his miners pension to them. 
He noticed he wasn’t getting as good a pension 
as his friends who stayed in the miners scheme. 

Compensation - £82,877.

Example 1 - £78,000
Mr H from HETTON was made redundant 
from EASINGTON. After the pit closed in 
1993 he was advised by an agent from 

SUN LIFE transfer £9,000 from his miners 
pension to them. He was promised a better 
pension which wasn’t true. Sun Life agreed 

compensation of £78,147.

Example 2 - £83,000
Mr B from CRAMLINGTON was made 

redundant from ASHINGTON. After the 
pit closed in 1988 he was advised to 

transfer £8000 from his miners pension to 
PRUDENTIAL. He noticed he wasn’t getting as 

good a pension as his friends who stayed in 
the miners scheme. Compensation - £83,402.

Example 3 - £48,000
Mr S  from PETERLEE was made redundant from 

MURTON. After the pits closed in 1991 he was advised 
by an Independent Financial Advisor to transfer his 

pension to STANDARD LIFE. He was told it would be 
a better pension which wasn’t true. Even though the 

Independent Financial Advisor was no longer trading we 
were able to secure him a lump sum of £48,000.

Miners Pension 
Compensation

We are successfully 
claiming compensation 

for former miners in 
the North East who 

transferred out of the 
Mineworkers Pension 

Scheme.
Many miners in the North East were 

advised to transfer out of their British 
coal pension scheme to a private 

scheme which paid considerably less! 
This was bad advice and many retired 
miners or their widows have lost out.

If you transferred out of a work 
pension scheme and would like a 
FREE REVIEW, please either call 

us on FREEPHONE:

Open: Mon-Fri 9am-5pm.
0800 988 7997

or return this form >>

In the 1980’s and 90’s 
many people were 

persuaded by sales agents 
to transfer OUT of their 

work pension on the 
promise of a better return, 
however this was not true.

OTHER WORKERS 
AFFECTED!

If you know a coal miner or 
someone else this might apply to, 

please make them aware of 
this information.

Steel Workers • British Rail • British Gas • Civil Service 
• Local Government • Dockers • Armed Forces 

• Private Companies • Electricity Board • Teachers

Name

Address

                                                                                                                                 Tel

I transferred out of my work pension scheme to

Please can I have a Free Review to see if I am eligible for a payout           

Signed                                                                                                               Date

Please address to: Work Pension Compensation Dept, Corries Solicitors Ltd,
11 Melroses Yard, Walmgate, York, YO1 9XF.

Work Pension Compensation is a trading name of Corries Solicitors Ltd. Regulated by Solicitors Regulation Authority no. 424101.
www.workpensioncompensation.co.uk

www.workpensioncompensation.co.uk

Example 1 - £39,000
Mr G. from WALLSEND worked for SWAN 

HUNTER. In 1990 He was persuaded by an 
agent of ABBEY NATIONAL to transfer his 
shipbuilders pension to them. He realised 

his pension was much lower than his friends 
who stayed in the Shipbuilders scheme. 

Compensation - £39,423.

Example 2 - £65,000
Mrs C. from DURHAM worked for the LOCAL 

GOVERNMENT. In 1989 she was persuaded by 
an agent of GUARDIAN FINANCIAL to transfer 

her pension to them. When she retired she 
realised she was getting a much lower pension 

than her friends who stayed in the work scheme. 
Compensation - £65,163.



6

Friday 4th September 2020For more news from Shildon and across South West Durham visit: www.swd.news

Coussons from Chilton 
Lane (Best individual 
garden) and Kenneth 
Robson from Newton 
Aycliffe (Best community 
garden).

Each received a certifi-
cate and £100 voucher.

This year saw the high-
est number of entries into 
the competition resulting 
in eight being highly com-
mended, each receiving a 
£25 voucher.  

These were Karren 
Hardy, Susan Osment, 
Rita Hewitt and Andrew 
Hartley from Ferryhill; 
Karen Nicholson from 
Trimdon; and Peter 
Cawson, John Coulson 
and Winifred Lord from 
Sedgefield.

Chair of the Board, Alan 

Fletcher, who was a mem-
ber of the judging panel 
said: “The importance of 
our garden, however big 
or small, has never been 
greater as we all stay 
closer to our home and in 
our communities during 
this difficult time. 

“We were determined 
to keep the competition 
going despite the restric-
tions”

“An attractive garden is 
not only for you and your 
family, it is shared by 
everyone who looks over 
your fence or passes your 
gate, and brings a smile 
to everyone’s face.  

“We have had some 
truly great entries and all 
the gardens are a credit 
to their community”

LOCAL HOUSING asso-
ciation, Livin has con-
tinued its annual garden 
competition, recognising 
that gardening is a great 
way to keep active and 
healthy and is good for 
mental health. 

The ‘Blooming Marvel-
lous’ competition went 
online in July, inviting 
tenants in their catch-
ment areas to compete 
for Best yard/patio, Best 
individual garden, or Best 
community garden.

Photographs were sub-
mitted online and were 
judged virtually.

This year’s winners 
were judged to be Ken 
and Anne Thompson 
from Sedgefield (Best 
yard/patio), Catherine 

VIRTUAL GARDEN COMPETITION 
DECLARED A ‘BLOOMING SUCCESS’

Best yard/patio winner, Ken and Anne Thompson from Sedgefield .

Unfair that Sunnydale listed on nearest schools 
After reading two weeks in a row, articles about the 
closure of Sunnydale School and a current ongoing battle 
I am personally having with school transport in terms 
of getting my child to school in Bishop Auckland, I’d be 
interested to know at what point - or if at any point - the 
council will remove Sunnydale from the list of ‘nearest 
schools’ when it comes down to the eligibility of free or 
concessionary transport for children who are expected to 
travel to a school in Bishop Auckland, which the Education 
Department have insisted they attend, as opposed to 
being the preferred choice the children wished? 
My child is entitled to a free school bus pass, but has been 
refused because the school she has to attend is not classed 
as one of the three nearest but the fourth. 
This wouldn’t be the case if Sunnydale was removed from 
the list.
Another family I know have applied for a concessionary 
pass and have been refused for the same reason, yet in 
both cases these children were not given the school (King 
James) they both selected as their preferred choice, which 
is the third nearest school to us.
How is this fair? 
How many other families are affected? 
They have made a public statement that all children will be 
educated at Aycliffe, so get the Shildon site removed from 
the list and stop it being a burden on families, financially 
and logistically, when they’re expected to get these kids to 
school along with younger siblings to a school in Shildon. 
It’s all wrong.

Name and adress supplied.

Letters to the Editor...
Email: crier@swd.news stating ‘Letter’ in the subject line.
Write to: Letters, Shildon & District Town Crier, 3-4 First 
Floor Offices, Shildon Town Council, Shildon DL4 1AH.
All letters (including emails) must include the writer’s name, 
address, postal code and contact number and may be edited.
The maximum length for letters is 200 words.

Pass + 
Driving School
30 years experience
High Pass RAte

** Special Offer **
4 lessons only £40

Call Ian on

07989 802481

NEED A VAN?

JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

Andrew’s Roofing
Chimney Stacks - Ridge Tile 

Repairs - Brickwork Repointed 
- Flat Roofs - Slating & Tiling - 
Felting and Pointing - Guttering 

- Fibre glass flat roofing 
with 20 year guarantee

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

View our vehicles at www.rmhcarsales.com
St Helen Auckland Retail Park, Bishop Auckland, DL14 9TT

07582 570308

Timely intervention 
Many thanks for your article in last week’s edition which 
outlined the unacceptable problem of the High School 
provision in this town and the additional questions that 
you raised for Durham County Council.
I will be amazed if your questions are answered—my 
questions still go unanswered. 
We live in a democracy, so why are DCC so reticent in 
responding to legitimate questions and why aren’t our 
three County Councillors raising these same questions?
The fact that it is members of the public and concerned 
journalists that continue to raise the issue of the High 
School makes one wonder what the current County 
Councillors actually do!
With your timely intervention it is hoped that the townsfolk 
now seriously get behind the campaign for a new High 
School for this town.

Fred Langley,
Shildon.

Editor says: We are grateful to all who have contacted us 
to date and continue to seek the views of local residents 
and parents on the future of Sunnydale. Anyone wishing to 
share their views and any infomation to assist the campaign 
can email us in strict confidence at crier@swd.news
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REMOVAL VANS were 
spotted at Sunnydale 
School earlier this week 
as the campaign to retain 
a high school in the town 
intensifies.

A Town Crier reader 
spotted the vans at a long 
disused rear entrance 
and reported that they 
were taking furniture out 
of the school. 

Durham County Coun-
cil have confirmed the 
reports. 

Richard Crane, head of 
education and skills, said: 
“Some of the furniture is 
being temporarily moved 
to a primary school in 
the county which has 

MYSTERY REMOVAL VANS 
APPEAR AT SUNNYDALE

Two removal vans were spotted at Sunnydale School on 
Tuesday morning by a Town Crier reader.

recently flooded to ena-
ble them to continue 
teaching. Greenfield 
Community College is 
happy to assist another 
school in this way at such 
a difficult time.”

Mr Crane did not dis-
close the name of the 
afflicted school, when it 
had flooded or explain 
why the local authority 
had waited until schools 
had reopened before 
moving the furniture.

In a letter published in 
last week’s Crier, Durham 
County Council pledged 
that they would consult 
with the community on 
the future of the school.

fare Rights for advice 
on benefit entitlements.

• Help with money man-
agement, including 
budgeting.

• Refer to other relevant 
services that can help 
with finances, debt and 
home improvements if 
necessary
Resident Elaine Porter, 

who lives in Chester-Le-
Street, received assis-
tance from the scheme 
and was highly com-
plementary about the 
service provided by the 
Housing Solutions team.  

In a letter to the service, 
Mrs Porter wrote: “I am 
writing to say a very big 
thank you to Managing 
Money Better for the help 
provided to us with our 
energy bills. 

“We were so worried 
for a long time about our 
very high energy bills; we 
were being overcharged 

by our energy company 
and didn’t know how to 
get this stopped. 

“We tried to sort this 
ourselves without suc-
cess, so we contacted 
the council’s Managing 
Money Better service for 
help. 

“The service we 
received from them was 
fantastic, friendly and 
very professional. 

“Their expert knowl-
edge and support was 
very impressive and 
resulted in stopping the 
energy company over-
charging us and we also 
received a refund on our 
bill. 

“This was a huge relief 
and a massive weight off 
my shoulders.

“We were really 
impressed and just 
wanted to say a very big 
thank you again to Man-
aging Money Better. 

COUNTY DURHAM res-
idents struggling with 
high energy bills can 
use a council service to 
assess where savings 
can be made. 

Durham County Coun-
cil’s Managing Money 
Better scheme can carry 
out a free home energy 
assessment, which 
includes: 
• Assessing fuel bills and 

helping to switch sup-
pliers if savings can be 
made.

• Making sure residents 
understand their heat-
ing system and con-
trols.

• Providing energy effi-
ciency advice and 
arranging practical sup-
port if needed, such as 
insulation.
In addition to advice 

on energy bills, the team 
can:
• Make referrals to Wel-

COUNCIL SCHEME HELPS MAKE 
SAVINGS ON HOUSEHOLD ENERGY BILLS

Mr and Mrs Porter, who were helped by the Managing Money Better scheme.

GUTTER 
CLEANING

Gutters & Downpipes Cleaned
No Ladders Used

Soffits, fascias & 
conservatories cleaned

Gutters repaired and/or renewed

07519 376870
(local)

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

Chiropodist / 
Podiatrist

(Mobile)
HCPC Registered

Fully Insured
Available for home visits

General Foot Care 
Ingrowing Toe Nails | Nail 
Cuts | Verrucae | Corns | 

Fungal Nail | Callus Removal

07980 990 172

“We have absolutely 
no hesitation in recom-
mending the service to 
other people who may 
need help and advice 
with reducing their 
energy bills.”

Cllr Kevin Shaw, Dur-
ham County Council’s 
cabinet member for 
strategic housing and 
assets, said: “It is easy to 
miss when extra money 
is being paid out unnec-
essarily and particularly 
in the current climate, 
as people struggle due 
to the coronavirus out-
break, many can benefit 
from having less to pay 
each month. 

“Our Managing Money 
Better service is ded-
icated to helping resi-

dents understand where 
they can save and iden-
tify where there is unnec-
essary financial pres-
sure. 

“Our team can help peo-
ple who are struggling to 
manage their finances 
and offer advice on 
money management to 
take one less stress away 
from households.”

The Managing Money 
Better service can help 
residents reduce their 
energy bills by finding a 
more competitive tariff. 

If anyone is worried 
about their bills due 
to coronavirus, phone 
03000 260 000 or visit 
the energy saver page 
at www.durham.gov.uk/ 
saveonyourenergybills.
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later, as Henderson’s 
goalbound header from a 
free kick crossed the line 
in the eye of the officials, 
despite protest from the 
Shildon players as they 
thought it hadn’t crossed 
the line.

Two minutes later Mor-
peth were three goals to 
the good, as Johnson’s 
20 yard free kick found its 
way past Newbrook at his 
near post.

The home side were 
awarded a penalty late 
on, as Moore was brought 
down in the area by the 
Morpeth defender.

Craggs stepped up 
and sent the keeper the 
wrong way, placing his 
effort into the bottom left 
corner to pull a goal back 
for his side.

Craggs went close to 
adding his second in the 
87th minute, however 
he sent his free kick just 
over the bar.

Meanwhile, as the Crier 
goes to press, the Rail-
waymen are set to kick 
off their competitive sea-
sonson with an FA Cup 
Extra Preliminary Round 
tie away at Stockton 
Town. 

The game will be fol-
lowed on Saturday by 
the league season’s cur-
tain-raiser against West 
Auckland Town at Dean 
Street.

A limited number of 
spectators are now 
allowed to attend, with 
capacity limited to a max-
imum of 300 spectators.

As a result, clubs are 
required to implement 
a ticketing system, with 
fans asked to complete 
an application form, pro-
cessed on a first-come, 
first-served basis. 

The application form for 
Shildon matches can be 
found on the club website 
at shildonafc.com. 

“The applications will 
be dealt with in date and 
time received and are for 
a maximum of four tick-
ets,” said the club.

“We will also require you 
to enter names and tele-
phone numbers for those 
attending to comply with 
the government’s Track & 
Trace policy.

“Applications for the 
West Auckland match 
will close either when all 
tickets are allocated or at 
9pm on Friday 4th Sep-
tember.

“Once you have applied 
you will receive an email 
with your reference to 
give to the turnstile oper-
ator for entry.

“All payments will be 
taken at the turnstile. 

“Please ensure that you 
have the correct money 
available as there will be 
no change available.”

SHILDON SUFFERED 
defeat in their final game 
of pre-season as they 
were beaten by Morpeth 
Town at Dean Street, 
reports Adam Gill.

Goals from Callum Wil-
liams, Jeff Henderson 
and Andrew Johnson 
within an eight minute 
spell gave The Highway-
men a commanding half-
time lead.

Danny Craggs pulled 
a goal back in the 87th 
minute from the spot 
after Daniel Moore was 
brought down in the area.

Shildon had the first 
chance of the game in 
the 13th minute, when 
Chay Liddle skipped past 
two defenders before his 
curling effort was saved 
by Morpeth keeper Dan 
Lowson.

The away side went 
close to taking the lead 
when Connor Oliver 
turned his man on the 
edge of the box, before 
sending his effort just 
wide of the post.

Morpeth took the lead 
31 minutes in, when Liam 
Noble’s exquisite through 
ball found Williams leav-
ing him to arrow his 
shot into the top corner, 
leaving Shildon stopped 
Shaun Newbrook no 
chance.

The visitors doubled 
their lead six minutes 

VISITORS BLEMISH PERFECT RECORD
A late penalty converted by Danny Craggs was the only consolation Shildon could take from 
their final pre-season friendly against Morpeth Town. Image and report: Shildon AFC.

Do you 
have 
leaflets 
for your 
business?

The Crier is 
delivered to 
around 
6,000 
homes
Leaflets distributed 
from just 3p each. 
Call 
(01388) 775 896 
to arrange distribution

THINK OF OTHERS
WHEN SHOPPING

CORONAVIRUS

 Remember to stay 2 metres apart 

 Wear a face covering if you can
For more ways to stay safe go to gov.uk/coronavirus

@shildontowncrier

@ShildonCrier


