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A FLURRY of letters in 
the most recent issues of 
Spennymoor News regard-
ing the fate of the red 
phone box in Tudhoe vil-
lage has led to the revela-
tion that the box will soon 
become a PUB.

A charity has been set 
up to take over the mainte-
nance and upkeep of the 

former phone box and the 
intention is to use it to pro-
vide the community with 
‘Preloved Unread Books’.

The phone box has been 
the subject of lengthy 
negotiations between 
Murrie Venis, landlady 
at the Green Tree public 
house in the village and 
its previous owner, Com-

munity Heartbeat Trust. 
The Trust has taken 

ownership of many of 
the country’s red phone 
boxes with the intention 
of providing community 
defibrillators, but when 
Murrie explained that the 
pub had already installed 
such a device on its 
outer wall, the Trust were 

happy to relinquish it on 
the understanding that it 
must be maintained by a 
charitable organisation. 

Murrie and her helpers 
have now registered the 
charity Preloved Unread 
Books (PUB) which will 
populate the phone box 

The Green Tree recently held a popular free book stall which many people said helped them during lockdown. Now the local pub has set up 
the charity PUB (Preloved Unread Books) which will use the village’s red phone box to provide donated books on a permanent basis. 

PHONE BOX SET TO BECOME A ‘PUB’

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

LIBERAL DEMOCRAT 
Councillors across 
County Durham are lead-
ing a campaign to end 
double taxation.

Cllr Dean Ranyard 
(Spennymoor Town 
Council) has submitted 
a motion calling for the 
County Council to inves-
tigate the unfair Council 
Tax in County Durham. He 
says: “Residents in Spen-
nymoor pay on average 
£220 more council tax 
than residents in other 
parts of County Durham.

“They pay for their own 
services and for services 
elsewhere and then pay 
again to the Town Coun-
cil.

“This is happening 
across County Durham.

“It is against natural jus-
tice and fair taxation for 
us to have to pay for our 
services and pay again 
for other areas.

“Areas like Crook, Con-
sett and Chester-le-
Street do not have town 
or parish councils so Dur-
ham County Council does 
everything.”

COUNCIL 
TAX SYSTEM 
‘UNFAIR’ SAY 
LIB DEMS

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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SEND US YOUR STORIES

If you have a story you 
would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
We are especially 
interested in good

news, be it personal 
achievements, local 

fundraising, community 
service or any other 

positive stories. Call us on 
01388 775896 or email 

spenny@swd.news

DISCLAIMER

Spennymoor News 
cannot be

held responsible for 
advertisers offering
goods or services. 

As a general rule we would
advise anyone not to 
part with any money

until an order has been 
completed to your
full satisfaction. 

All information is correct,
to the best of our 

knowledge, at the time of
printing. Spennymoor 

News accepts articles in
good faith and takes 
no responsibility for

errors and/or omissions.

Support your local 
community newspaper 

by mentioning the 
Spennymoor News 
when contacting 

advertisers.

You can read our 
sister papers online:

www.swd.news/chapter

www.swd.news/crier

www.swd.news/bishop

For more news from Spennymoor and across South West Durham visit: www.swd.news

SPENNYMOOR POLICE 
are appealing for wit-
nesses after a number of 
vehicles were broken into 
overnight on Thursday 
27th/Friday 28th August 
in the Spennymoor area. 

If you saw anything or 
have CCTV showing any 

POLICE IN WITNESS APPEAL

Police are appealing for witnesses to a number of vehicle break-
ins in Spennymoor.

suspicious activity during 
that night, please get in 
touch with police by call-
ing 101 and quoting ref-
erence DHM-28082020-
0136, or message them 
through their Facebook 
page @ Spennymoor and 
Ferryhill Police.

PIZZAPIZZAPIZZA   
ClassicClassicClassic   

15% off online orders15% off online orders15% off online orders   
Collection or deliveryCollection or deliveryCollection or delivery   

Spennymoor, opposite the Town HallSpennymoor, opposite the Town HallSpennymoor, opposite the Town Hall   
   

Tel: 01388 812422Tel: 01388 812422Tel: 01388 812422   
www.classicwww.classicwww.classic---pizza.co.ukpizza.co.ukpizza.co.uk 

It is time to treat yourself  

BOSCH CAR SERVICE
Tudhoe Industrial Estate, Spennymoor, DL16 6TL

IInnttrroodduucciinngg  yyoouurr  nneeww  BBoosscchh  CCaarr  SSeerrvviiccee  CCeennttrreeIntroducing your new Bosch Car Service Centre

DURHAM COUNTY Coun-
cil has again written to 
the government calling 
for greater funding for 
the education of children 
with special educational 
needs.

The unitary authority has 
for the second time this 
year sent a letter to the 
Secretary of state for edu-
cation, Gavin Williamson. 

Cllr Olwyn Gunn, the 
council’s Cabinet Mem-
ber for children and 
young people’s services, 
wrote to him in March to 
highlight pressures on 
funding for children and 
young people with Spe-
cial Educational Needs 
and Disability (SEND), and 
support for pupils at risk 
of exclusion.

In the financial year 
2019/20, the council had 
to spend £8.6million more 
than it received from the 
government in its ‘High 
Needs Block’ (HNB) fund-
ing allocation on support-
ing children and young 
people with SEND. 

This shortfall comes at 
a time when the council 
is supporting a growing 
number of young people 
with additional needs. 

Over the last two years 
the number in County 
Durham with an Educa-
tion, Health and Care Plan 
has increased from 3,000 
to over 3,600 – a 20 per 
cent increase.  

While £5.6m of the over-
spend was met from gen-
eral reserves, the remain-
ing £3m was added to the 
council’s HNB accumu-
lated deficit, causing it to 
rise from £2.7m to £5.7m 
by the end of March.  

Cllr Gunn said: “Although 
there’s been an increase 
in the funding for 2021/22 
it’s simply not enough 
and it’s only for one year. I 
want the best for our chil-

COUNTY COUNCIL CALLS 
FOR MORE SEND FUNDING

dren and young people 
but we won’t have suffi-
cient funding to provide it. 

“What is the future for 
SEND funding? What is 
the future for our young 
people? At a time when 
more children may need 
support because of the 
impact of coronavirus 
we need more clarity on 
funding from the govern-
ment. 

“Our letter very clearly 
asks the government to 
give urgent consideration 
to these issues as part 
of the Comprehensive 
Spending Review work.”

In the letter, Cllr Gunn 
calls for a planned 
national review of SEND 
funding to be brought for-
ward and for legislation 
to be changed “to help 
resolve the inadvertent 
pressures created by the 
reforms introduced in 
2014.” 

She also asks for 
“greater clarity on expec-
tations for young people 
from age 16 onwards, par-
ticularly in relation to the 
education offer for young 
adults aged 19-25.”

Cllr Gunn added: “We are 
really keen that the needs 
and resource challenges 
for children and young 
people with SEND is well 
understood and forms a 
key part of the govern-
ment’s future plans. 

“This is very much a 
national issue and not 
simply a local issue 
affecting Durham County 
Council. 

“I have offered to have 
further discussion with 
the secretary of state or 
to supply further informa-
tion and I look forward to 
his response as we seek 
to do the best we can for 
this vulnerable group of 
children and young peo-
ple.”

In Memoriam For sale
Two large boxes of card 
crafting items: Hunkydory, 
Tatt Lace, etc. Ring Diane for 
details on 01388 819979.

Classifieds All about local people ...

To advertise in 
Spennymoor News 
and its sister papers, 
the Bishop Press, 
Shildon & District Town Crier
and Ferryhill & Chilton Chapter
M: 07909 992 731
E: spenny@swd.news

Ken Stephenson

Always in our thoughts,
Edna, Paula, John,

Trevor, Shirley
and Grandchildren

15th September 2010

Treasured memories of a 
dear Husband, Dad  

and Grandad
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Established 1982www.walkertyres.co.uk

Great Deals on New Tyres 
Free Fitting, New Valve, Balance and Scrap Disposal

Huge Selection of Quality Used Tyres for Car, Van and 4x4

Spennymoor 01388 811468
Mobile Tyre Fitting (07931 526 741)

Alignment, Servicing, Brakes, Exhausts, Springs, 
Shock Absorbers, Batteries etc. 

All major credit cards accepted

Walker Tyres Ltd, Compound 4, Tudhoe Ind. Est. DL16 6TL

Ferryhill and Chilton 
residents are paying 
over £220 a year more 
in Council Tax than res-
idents in unparished 
areas.”

Fellow Lib Dem coun-
cillors Michael Stead 
(Newton Aycliffe) and 
Garry Huntington (Shil-
don) are also submitting 
motions to their town 
councils demanding 
action. It is expected 
more will follow.

Lib Dem County Coun-
cillor, Mark Wilkes sub-
mitted a motion to Dur-
ham County Council on 
the issue before lock-

down in February but 
the unitary authority has 
yet to hold a full council 
meeting.

Councillor Ranyard’s 
motion will be debated 
at September’s Town 
Council meeting in Spen-
nymoor on Tuesday 22nd 
September at 6.45pm. 
The meeting will be 
held via Zoom and lives-
treamed on YouTube.

For more information 
on how you can view 
the meeting, call Spen-
nymoor Town Hall on 
01388 815276 or email  
info@spennymoor- tc . 
gov.uk.

Cllr Ranyard adds, 
“In places like Spenny-
moor, Shildon and New-
ton Aycliffe residents 
are paying hundreds of 
pounds more council 
tax for town councils. 
We are also paying for 
other areas to get those 
services from Durham 
County Council. So we 
pay twice. It’s com-
pletely unfair.”

The Liberal Democrats 
are the official opposi-
tion on Durham County 
Council. Cllr Hopgood 
continued: “On average 

COUNCILLORS CAMPAIGN FOR 
COUNCIL TAX EQUALITY

ARE YOU a Merchant 
Navy veteran or serving 
Navy personnel?  

If so, Spennymoor Town 
Council would like to hear 

from you.  
For more information 

call Spennymoor Town 
Council by calling 01388  
815276.

CALLING NAVY VETERANS

Cooper’s MOTs

Classes 4 - 7
Cars - 4x4s - Pick-ups - Vans up to 3500kg

Servicing & Repairs - Laser Tracking
Vehicle Welding Clutches - Brakes - Exhausts

Compound 5 Tudhoe Ind Est, Spennymoor, DL16 6TL

Tel: 01388 818800

SPECIAL OFFER
Small Service including MOT  

FROM £125

Open Mon-Fri 7.30am - 5pm | Sat 8am - 12.30pm

AERIALS

naylorsaerials.co.uk
0 1 3 8 8 7 2 0 9 9 4

Digital TV Aerial &
CCTV Installers

ü Competitive Price
ü Quality Materials
ü Fast & Reliable 

GUTTER 
CLEANING

Gutters & Downpipes Cleaned

No Ladders Used
Soffits, fascias & conservatories 

cleaned
Gutters repaired and/or renewed

07519 376870
(local)

Joinery / Decorating
Brickwork / Paving
Tiling / Guttering

No Job Too Small
Free Estimates

Competitive Rates
T e l :  0 1 3 8 8  8 1 1 7 4 0

M o b :  0 7 9 4 0  4 9 3 1 0 6

FROM PAGE 1

Cllr Garry Huntington with Lib Dem Group Leader Amanda Hopgood in Shildon before lockdown.

DO YOU or someone you 
know in Spennymoor or 
the wider County Durham 
area need help with any 
of the below?
• Housing 
• Benefit claims
• Food parcels/food 

shopping/prescriptions
• Budgeting & debts
• Mental health and phys-

ical health
• Independent living 

skills
• Accessing community 

groups and activities
• Accessing employment 

and developing skills
• Staying safe. 

County Durham 
Homestay Service is a 
free and confidential ser-
vice that is accessible 
to all aged 16 years  and 
above. 

Staff are highly skilled 
and have many years of 
experience in supporting 
those most vulnerable in 
the community. 

You can get in touch 
via Facebook by search-
ing for County Durham 
Homestay Service; by 
phone on 0191 332 4935; 
or by emailing gateway 
durham@homegroup.org. 
uk.

FREE AND CONFIDENTIAL 
HELP FOR ALL WHO NEED IT

P e n a s h  I n d i a n  R e s t a u r a n t
(Croxdale Inn) Front Street, Croxdale, DH6 5HX | 01388 810777

We offer outstanding food 
alongside excellent service

We are now open Mon - Sun 4pm til 11pm

Please call  - you won’t be disappointed!

Elite 
Plumbing Services
DRIPPING & REPLACEMENT TAPS 

PROBLEM TOILETS 
OVERFLOWS  

RADIATORS REPLACED & MOVED
GENERAL PLUMBING WORK 

BOILER INSTALLATION 
& REPAIR

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 
NO JOB TOO SMALL

07949 054947
01388 815049

29 High Street, Spennymoor, DL16 6AA. Tel: 01388 815659

Specialists in all 
Domestic Appliance Repairs
Sales of new & re-conditioned 
machines, all with free delivery 

& connections
Established 1964

FletchersFletchers
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Poppy Wreaths ready for collection
Unfortunately a new Poppy Appeal Organiser for 
Spennymoor was unable to be appointed in time for 
this year’s Poppy Appeal, which is going to be very much 
different this year and more details will be available 
shortly. 

So my wife and I have stepped back in to order in 
wreaths for organisations and individuals that order 
theirs through the local Poppy Appeal. 

We have ordered some spares as well.

The poppy wreaths have now arrived, so could those 
organisations and individuals please get in touch to 
make arrangements for collection.

My phone number is 07961753597 or email 

molloy418@googlemail.com

Thank you,

Pete Molloy,

Spennymoor.

Letters to the Editor...
Email: bishop@swd.news stating ‘Letter’ in the subject line.
Write to: Letters, Bishop Press, 3-4 First Floor Offices, 
Shildon Town Council, Shildon DL4 1AH.
All letters (including emails) must include the writer’s name, 
address, postal code and contact number and may be edited.
The maximum length for letters is 200 words.

NEED A VAN?

JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

ELECTRICIAN
www.armstrong-electrics.co.uk

◊	 Fault Finding / Repairs
◊	Extra Lights and Sockets
◊	New Fuse Boards
◊	Rewires
◊	P.A.T Testing

I WILL ASSURE YOU OF A QUICK RESPONSE AND A REASONABLY PRICED SERVICE

Call Gary on: 01388 326050

Do	you	find	it	difficult	to	get	someone	to	
come out and do a small job?

◊	 Landlord Inspections
◊	 Qualified	Electrician
◊	 Fully Insured
◊	Reliable Service
◊	Satisfaction Guaranteed

Spennymoor: Charles Street, DL16 7LG. 
Call 01388 420276
Ferryhill: Lazarus House, Linden Road, DL17 8BD. 
Call 01740 650558
Newton Aycliffe: Cobblers Hall, DL5 4SE. 

Call 01325 319519

www.gfs.uk.com

Gordon Fletcher & Sons
Independent Family 
Funeral Directors

24 hour personal service

Private chapels of rest 
Mercedes Benz Fleet

Bespoke Funeral Plans

Never knowingly undersold

Pharmacy Dispenser / 
Trainee Vacancy

Exciting full time opportunity to 
join the team at 

Higginbottom Pharmacy, Ferryhill.

Send cover note and CV to 
higginbottompharmacy@gmail.com

Deadline 18th September 2020

FORMER MINEWORK-
ERS could be in line for 
thousands of pounds 
in compensation after 
being exploited by 
unscrupulous insurance 
agents and financial 
advisers in the late 1980s 
and early 1990s. 

Corries Solicitors say 
that many miners in the 
North East were duped 
into transferring their 
Mineworkers pensions 
to personal private plans 
with insurance compa-
nies, which paid out far 
less in the end.

Corries have had con-
siderable success in win-
ning compensation for 
former Mineworkers; A 
former miner who worked 
at Easington was badly 
advised by an Abbey 
Life agent and received 

£58634 after the solici-
tors successfully argued 
that no proper Pension 
Review had been carried 
out.

Another who worked 
at Bedlington received 
£112,568 after being 
miss-sold his pension by 
the Prudential.

Another, who was made 
redundant from Murton, 
had been wrongly advised 
by a financial adviser to 
transfer his pit pension. 
Even through the adviser 
was no longer trading 
a successful claim was 
made for £48,000.

Dave Lamb, the man-
ager of the pension team 
at Corries Solicitors  said: 
“There were many thou-
sands of miners through-
out the North East who 
were badly advised to 

PENSIONS COMPENSATION  FOR 
FORMER MINEWORKERS

transfer their Pit Pen-
sions, and we have had 
many successful claims 
for compensation.” 

“It goes back to de-regu-
lation of the pension mar-
ket in the late 1980s. 

“In the background was 
the miner’s strike and pit 
closures which resulted 
in a lot of distrust. 

“This meant that mine-
workers were easy prey 
for financial advisers and 
insurance agents. 

“They were made all 
sorts of promises about 
how much better off they 
would be but in reality, a 
personal private pension 
could never match up to 
the original Mineworkers 
Pension as they would be 
giving up employers con-
tributions, bonuses, and 
other benefits.”

FREE Legal Surgery
Every Wednesday

4-6pm
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

(20 minutes free)

33 Cheapside, Spennymoor 
Co. Durham, DL16 6QF

Call: 01388 815317
spennymoor@evansco.co.uk

with donated books and 
maintain it through finan-
cial donations. 

The charity will also be 
used to maintain the vil-
lage defibrillator and the 
intention is that it will 
eventually help fund other 
small local community 
activities and causes in 
the village.

Meanwhile, Murrie is 
looking for volunteers to 
help bring the telephone 
box, which has been der-
elict since before she 
became landlady of the 
Green Tree fifteen years 

ago, back into the required 
condition. 

“We’re looking for any-
one who can help with 
the materials and skills 
needed to get this pro-
ject off the ground,” said 
Murrie. “We  especially 
need perspex sheets to 
fit inside to replace the 
broken glass windows. 

We need someone to tile 
the floor area, some metal 
shelves that could be 
used to put the books on, 
someone who could sand-
blast it back to the metal 
ready to be painted and 
someone to paint it.”

If you can help, call Mur-
rie at the Green Tree on 
01388 815679.

TELEPHONE BOX TO BECOME A ‘PUB’

SPENNYMOOR NEWS 
has a vacancy for a deliv-
erer for the Merrington 
Park (Bellway Homes) 
area. Anyone interested 
in this round can contact 

Jeff on 07909 992731 
or you can email your 
details, including name, 
address, age and contact 
number to spenny@swd.
news.

DELIVERER WANTED

FROM PAGE 1
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Example 4 - £82,000
Mr R from HOUGHTON was made redundant from 

SEAHAM. After the pit closed in 1993  he was 
persuaded by an agent of the PRUDENTIAL to 

transfer £5600 from his miners pension to them. 
He noticed he wasn’t getting as good a pension 
as his friends who stayed in the miners scheme. 

Compensation - £82,877.

Example 1 - £78,000
Mr H from HETTON was made redundant 
from EASINGTON. After the pit closed in 
1993 he was advised by an agent from 

SUN LIFE transfer £9,000 from his miners 
pension to them. He was promised a better 
pension which wasn’t true. Sun Life agreed 

compensation of £78,147.

Example 2 - £83,000
Mr B from CRAMLINGTON was made 

redundant from ASHINGTON. After the 
pit closed in 1988 he was advised to 

transfer £8000 from his miners pension to 
PRUDENTIAL. He noticed he wasn’t getting as 

good a pension as his friends who stayed in 
the miners scheme. Compensation - £83,402.

Example 3 - £48,000
Mr S  from PETERLEE was made redundant from 

MURTON. After the pits closed in 1991 he was advised 
by an Independent Financial Advisor to transfer his 

pension to STANDARD LIFE. He was told it would be 
a better pension which wasn’t true. Even though the 

Independent Financial Advisor was no longer trading we 
were able to secure him a lump sum of £48,000.

Miners Pension 
Compensation

We are successfully 
claiming compensation 

for former miners in 
the North East who 

transferred out of the 
Mineworkers Pension 

Scheme.
Many miners in the North East were 

advised to transfer out of their British 
coal pension scheme to a private 

scheme which paid considerably less! 
This was bad advice and many retired 
miners or their widows have lost out.

If you transferred out of a work 
pension scheme and would like a 
FREE REVIEW, please either call 

us on FREEPHONE:

Open: Mon-Fri 9am-5pm.
0800 988 7997

or return this form >>

In the 1980’s and 90’s 
many people were 

persuaded by sales agents 
to transfer OUT of their 

work pension on the 
promise of a better return, 
however this was not true.

OTHER WORKERS 
AFFECTED!

If you know a coal miner or 
someone else this might apply to, 

please make them aware of 
this information.

Steel Workers • British Rail • British Gas • Civil Service 
• Local Government • Dockers • Armed Forces 

• Private Companies • Electricity Board • Teachers

Name

Address

                                                                                                                                 Tel

I transferred out of my work pension scheme to

Please can I have a Free Review to see if I am eligible for a payout           

Signed                                                                                                               Date

Please address to: Work Pension Compensation Dept, Corries Solicitors Ltd,
11 Melroses Yard, Walmgate, York, YO1 9XF.

Work Pension Compensation is a trading name of Corries Solicitors Ltd. Regulated by Solicitors Regulation Authority no. 424101.
www.workpensioncompensation.co.uk

www.workpensioncompensation.co.uk

Example 1 - £39,000
Mr G. from WALLSEND worked for SWAN 

HUNTER. In 1990 He was persuaded by an 
agent of ABBEY NATIONAL to transfer his 
shipbuilders pension to them. He realised 

his pension was much lower than his friends 
who stayed in the Shipbuilders scheme. 

Compensation - £39,423.

Example 2 - £65,000
Mrs C. from DURHAM worked for the LOCAL 

GOVERNMENT. In 1989 she was persuaded by 
an agent of GUARDIAN FINANCIAL to transfer 

her pension to them. When she retired she 
realised she was getting a much lower pension 

than her friends who stayed in the work scheme. 
Compensation - £65,163.
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Bodytech automotive ltd
Class 4 & 7 MOTs
Servicing & Repairs
Timing Belts, Clutches
Diagnostics & Air Conditioning
Laser 4 Wheel Alignment

All Cars & Vans up to 3,500kg

Bodyshop with Class A Spray Oven for all vehicle 
and motorbike repairs & re-sprays

01388 811611  |  bodytechworkshop@outlook.com
Compound 18, Tudhoe Industrial Estate, Spennymoor DL16 6TL

Garden Cutz
• PATIO CONSTRUCTION.
• FENCING.
• ROTARY CLEANING  
& SEALING OF PATIOS,    
PAVING & DRIVEWAYS.

• GROUND CARE & 
MAINTENANCE

Free no obligation quotation 
or advice, please call

01388 812886 or 07967 431821

TERRY  STEPHENSON  & SONS
- UNDERTAKERS -

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST.

COMPLETE FUNERAL SERVICE ARRANGED & 
PERSONALLY DIRECTED BY TERRY.

Golden Charter Funeral Plans

Tel: 01740 651350   Mobile: 0777 4704739
1B DUNNING ROAD, FERRYHILL.

Established 1845

admitted to hospital, 
CA-COVID, which is look-
ing into the common 
problem of blood clots 
which we see in the dis-
ease, and PAN-COVID, 
which looks at women 
who have COVID-19 
symptoms in pregnancy.

“Recruiting over 1,000 
patients to these trials 
makes the Trust a signif-
icant contributor, which 
has been recognised by 
the North East and North 
Cumbria Local Research 
Network, which has made 
the award.

“We’re enormously 
grateful to our patients 
and their families for sup-
porting this vital research, 
helping us better under-
stand this new virus and 
finding ways to combat it.

“As we head into 
autumn, as part of the 
Durham Tees Valley 
Research Alliance – our 
partnership with North 

and South Tees NHS 
Foundation Trusts, we’ll 
be busy working on anti-
body and vaccine trials. 

“I’m proud that our hard-
working research team 
has been recognised by 
our regional Research 
Network, we’re all excited 
to be playing such an 
important part in helping 
to find the answers to 
fight this disease.”

There are a number of 
vaccines being identified 
and safety-tested at the 
moment, but only large 
scale studies can give 
researchers the informa-
tion needed about how 
effective they are. 

The National Institute 
for Health Research 
(NIHR) is working with 
the NHS to recruit half a 
million people onto the 
NHS COVID-19 vaccine 
research registry by Octo-
ber. 

Those who volunteer 

THE WORK undertaken 
by the research team at 
County Durham & Dar-
lington NHS Foundation 
Trust, in response to the 
Covid-19 pandemic, has 
been recognised with 
an award by the regional 
research network. 

Around 1,000 patients 
admitted to Darlington 
Memorial Hospital and 
University Hospital of 
North Durham with sus-
pected or confirmed 
COVID-19 have been 
recruited onto COVID-19 
trials, contributing to the 
national and international 
search for treatments.  

James Limb, Director of 
Research and Innovation, 
said: “Our research nurses 
and other members of 
our teams worked with 
those caring for patients 
with COVID-19 across our 

sites, ensuring patients 
were asked to participate 
when it was appropriate, 
ensuring they had all the 
information they needed 
and making participation 
as easy and straightfor-
ward as possible.

“We continue to recruit 
patients to the RECOV-
ERY trial, the huge 
national trial which has 
identified the only drug 
so far known to improve 
survival in hospitalised 
patients – dexametha-
sone. 

“The trial continues to 
investigate three possi-
ble treatments, including 
using antibodies from 
patients who have recov-
ered from COVID-19. 

“On top of RECOVERY, 
we’re also part of the 
ISARIC-CCP trial of all 
COVID-positive patients 

COUNTY DURHAM FRONT LINE RESEARCHERS 
RECOGNISED IN FIGHT AGAINST COVID-19

County Durham & Darlington NHS Foundation Trust has been recognised for its research into Covid-19.

and sign up will be con-
tacted by researchers 
to take part in COVID-19 
vaccine research in the 
coming months.

Researchers are look-
ing for people from all 
backgrounds, ages and 
parts of the UK, with or 
without existing health 
conditions, to take part in 
vaccine studies. 

Without volunteers, it 
is impossible to find out 
which vaccines are going 
to be effective. 

The North East cur-
rently has the lowest rate 
for signing up for vaccine 
trials.  By taking part, you 
could help researchers 
find vaccines to protect 
us all more quickly - 
which in turn could help 
the NHS and save lives. 

To find out more, or reg-
ister, go to the following 
website:  https://bepart 
ofresearch.nihr.ac.uk/ 
vaccine-studies
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Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...
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15 Tudhoe Industrial Estate
Spennymoor, DL16 6TL 

Tel: 01388 817691

Mon-Fri 8.30am-5pm, Sat 8.30am-2pm

3D FOUR WHEEL ALIGNMENT 
SYSTEM NOW AVAILABLE

CAR TYRES - COMMERCIAL TYRES - REPAIRS 
BALANCING - WHEEL ALIGNMENT 

MOBILE FITTING - FLEET MANAGEMENT

The first trip will take 
place this Saturday, 5th 
September to Bridlington 
Town.

Bridlington has not 
made the game all 
ticket, but entrants will 
be issued with a normal 
admission ticket which 
they must retain for the 
duration of the game.

Tickets can be pur-
chased from the club-
house bar by card or cash 
from 12 noon, but entrance 
to the ground must be via 
the turnstile where name 
and contact details has 
to be submitted for track 
& trace purposes.

Spectators can also pay 
at the turnstile, but it is 
cash only. The turnstile 
will be open for all admis-
sions from 2pm and the 
approach to it is marked 
out to maintain social dis-
tancing.

That game will be fol-
lowed on Tuesday 8th 
September with a visit 
to Whitby Town, while on 
Saturday 19th Septem-
ber, Marske United will be 
the hosts.

Keep an eye on the club 
website at spennymoor 

AS SPENNYMOOR Town 
FC prepare for the com-
ing season, a number 
of key dates have been 
announced, both by the 
club and by the Vanar-
ama National League.

The club has confirmed 
three pre-season friend-
lies ahead of the start of 
the 2020/21 season next 
month - all away from 
home.

Moors will make trips 
to Bridlington Town AFC, 
Whitby Town and Marske 
United.

All fixtures are provi-
sional and subject to 
Covid-19 approval.

KEY DATES AS MOORS GET SET FOR NEW SEASON

Moors kicked a ball for the first time in 164 days when they met Newton Aycliffe in a friendly at Moore 
Lane. Glen Taylor scored the only goal from the penalty spot. News courtesy spennymoortownfc.co.uk.

BOILER SERVICING
INSTALLATION

 & REPAIRS
We do small 

plumbing jobs too! 

Ferryhill Based

Tel Paul on 
07967 679 998

S CRABTREE
Digital Aerials Fitted

Digi Aerials, DAB
Sky, Freesat, CCTV
No Hidden Charges.

No Extra For Cable Used.
I Will Beat Any Written 

Quote, Plus Network Your 
House & Tune In

Ferryhill based

0797 997 1541

Andrew’s Roofing
Chimney Stacks - Ridge Tile 

Repairs - Brickwork Repointed 
- Flat Roofs - Slating & Tiling - 
Felting and Pointing - Guttering 

- Fibre glass flat roofing 
with 20 year guarantee

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

Ferryhill Roofing 
Contractors

For all types of roofing, including flat roofing, 
guttering, facias & soffits 

Free Estimates - Over 35 years working locally
Call Trev on

01388 420152 or 07887 886558

S H I LD O N
M O T O R   C O M PA N Y

WE HAVE MOVED TO LARGER PREMISES!
ONLY MINUTES FROM THE A1M

Junction 60 and A689. Nav, DL17 9DE

●FIN A NCE SPECIA LIST
●WE BU Y CA RS FO R CASH

●WA RR A NT Y PROVIDED
●A A A PPROV ED DE A LER

●PA RT E XCH A NG E WELCO M E

Mainsforth Road, Ferryhill
Co Durham, DL17 9DE
Tel: 01740 652266
Email: info@shildonmotorco.co.uk
www.shildonmotorco.co.uk

● ZERO DEPOSIT FINANCE

● APPLY DIRECT

● SUIT YOUR BUDGET

● WE LIKE TO SAY... YES

Plans Drawn 
for 

Planning Applications 
and 

Building Regs

0800 781 4750
info@sljprojects.co.uk 

 

www.sljprojects.co.uk

townfc.co.uk for ticketing 
information. 

Meanwhile, the new 
Vanarama National 
League season is edging 
ever closer and the league 
will be releasing the fix-
tures list on Tuesday 8th 
September at 1pm.

The season begins in 
just over a months’ time. 
The National League 
clubs will get things 
underway on Saturday 
3rd October.

National League North 
and South sides will be in 
FA Cup action that day – 
and their battle for points 
kicks off with a midweek 
programme days later.

Because of the later 
than usual start, the 
league season will con-
clude on Saturday 29th 
May. The play-offs for 
each division will take 
place over the first three 
weekends of June.

The festive period is 
always crucial to sup-

porters and there will of 
course be a full Boxing 
Day offering on Saturday 
26th December.

Games will also be 
scheduled for Monday 
28th December, with the 
first match of 2021 pen-
cilled in for Saturday 2nd 
January.

Round dates for the FA 
Cup and FA Trophy can be 
found at www.thefa.com.

Season tickets are now 
also on sale in line with 
the club’s Affordable Foot-
ball For All strategy, mak-
ing them the cheapest 
season ticket prices in 
the three National League 
divisions.

Adult tickets are £130, 
concessions £90 and 
under 18s just £15. Tick-
ets can be bought online 
at the club website.

Hard copy forms can 
be printed from the web-
site or collected from and 
returned to the Moors 
Tavern.


