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IN A letter to the Crier this 
week, Durham County 
Council’s Cabinet mem-
ber for children and young 
people’s services, Cllr 
Olwyn Gunn, has pledged 
that the unitary authority 

“will be consulting staff, 
students, their parents 
and the local community 
in order to find the best 
outcome”, for the Sunny-
dale Campus of Green-
field Community College. 

However, the letter, and 
a subsequent statement 
from Richard Crane, Dur-
ham County Council’s 
head of education and 
skills, makes no prom-
ise that a high school 

will be retained in Shil-
don, instead saying that 
“options will be reviewed 
in this next academic 
year as we look to find a 

A dark cloud continues to hang over the future of Sunnydale - Shildon’s only high school. 

COUNTY COUNCIL PLEDGE PUBLIC 
CONSULTATION ON SUNNYDALE

GREENFIELD ARTS  have 
declared their delight at 
playing an important role 
in the major county-wide 
Norman Cornish Cente-
nary celebrations last year.   

The Men’s Cree group 
and a group of Year 10 
Greenfield Community 
College students were 
able to work alongside 
spoken word artist Tony 
Gadd and visual artist 
Richard Bliss to bring 
together a response to 
the exhibition Norman 
Cornish a Man of Destiny 
produced by Greenfield 
Arts.  

“We are delighted to 
announce that the crea-
tivity resulting from the 
work has been realised 
and published within a 
new publication,  ‘A Cele-
bration of Poems inspired 
by the work of Norman Cor-
nish,” said Arts and Com-
munication Co-ordinator, 
Laura Towns. 

The anthology is 
described by the Cor-
nish family as a “rep-
resentation of a creative 
response to Norman’s 
work exhibited across six 
different galleries”.  

The initiative has 
involved many groups 
who may at times experi-
ence a barrier to the Arts 

GREENFIELD 
ARTS CELEBRATE 
CORNISH 
IN VERSE
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would like us to cover, we 
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email crier@swd.news
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Classifieds cost 42p per 
word + £7.20 for an optional 
photograph. For more 
information call 01388 775896 
or email crier@swd.news.

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 

factory and saveFREE

25-08-2018
Elsie Scaife

Treasured Memories
of Aunt Elsie who

passed away two years 
today

We love and miss you,
Val, Allan and Family

Died 25.8.2018
Elsie Scaife

Silent thoughts of times 
together, hold memories 

which will last forever

Much loved and  
sadly missed. Love,

Janice, Keith & Ryan
xxx

Ebdon

There will be a private 
cremation.

A gathering at The Fox, 
Shildon for anyone to 

show their respects and 
celebrate his life, will be 
held on 5th September 

from 12 noon.

Steven ( Grassy ) Ebdon 
aged 59 of St Paul’s Tce 
Shildon.  Passed away 

peacefully on 8th August. 
Sadly missed by  

Julie and Family xx

31st August
Ryan Nelson

Congratulations son on  
your 21st Birthday

Lots of love from,
Mam & Dad

xxx

Coyle

Friends please meet for 
service at Wear Valley 

Crematorium on Monday 
September 7th at 11.30am.
Family flowers only please. 

Donations in memory 
of Kay can be left at the 

crematorium for the 
MARA unit and Butterwick 

Hospice. Bright colours 
only please, no black.

August 18th, peacefully at 
home aged 78 years, Kay.

Loving mam to Shaun, 
Gary, Paul and the late Lisa.

Devoted nana to Jordan 
and Rachel.

Two large boxes of card 
crafting items: Hunkydory, 
Tatt Lace, etc. Ring Diane for 
details on 01388 819979.

Jean Robinson
Vivian, Barry and family 

would like to thank 
everyone who has 

sent letters, cards and 
flowers,they have been a 

great comfort to us during 
such a sad time.

Special thanks to Heather 
and the team of district 

nurses for their dedicated 
care. Also thank you to 
Jubilee Medical Group 

and Ward 52 Darlington 
Memorial Hospital.

Thanks also to Rev. Peter 
Robson for his comforting 

words and Gibsons 
Funeral services for their 

professionalism, kindness 
and care. Finally, a huge 

thank you to all who came 
to pay their respects in 
what is an exteremely 

difficult time for everyone.

Loved forever Mam
R.I.P xxx

Independent publishers of the Shildon & District Town Crier, 
Bishop Press, Ferryhill & Chilton Chapter and Spennymoor News

Classifieds in the Crier
Our offices are currently closed to the public, so if you 
would like to place a message to your loved ones in The 
Crier, you can contact us by email, private message on 
Facebook or by phone. We will reply and let you know 
the price for your message and you can pay by debit or 
credit card over the phone.  
 
Call: 07909 992731 or email: crier@swd.news

Please be sure to provide us with a contact phone 
number so that we can get back in touch with you. 

JUBILEE FIELDS Com-
munity Centre has 
announced a partial 
re-opening based on 
restrictions and demand. 

Barbara Fuller of the 
Community Centre said:  
“Further to the govern-
ment announcing that 

community centres can 
re-open, we have worked 
hard over the past few 
weeks to ensure that we 
comply with the safety 
measures required to 
make the centre COVID 
safe for both our staff 
and users. 

“We have had to imple-
ment some changes 
within the building since 
our devastating closure 
in March due to COVID-19, 
however we are now open 
on restricted days and 
times depending upon 
demand.  

“The centre’s doors will 
re-open on Thursday 3rd 

September to welcome 
back Slimming World 
whose sessions are run-
ning every week on a 
Thursday and Friday. 

Booking is essential to 
attend the group, so any-
one wishing to re-join or 
start their journey can 
contact Judith on 07973 
460919. 

“For any further infor-
mation regarding the 
centre and future activ-
ities please call 01388 
775425.

“We hope you are all 
keeping safe and well and 
we look forward to seeing 
you all in the near future.”

JUBILEE FIELDS SET TO RE-OPEN
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he didn’t see it as being 
‘appropriate’.”

This week, Mr Crane has 
provided a statement to 
the Crier in response to 
Cllr Ambrosini’s article 
saying: “Every student 
who will be joining or 
returning to Greenfield 
Community College in 
September knows that 
they will be educated at 
the Greenfield site in New-
ton Aycliffe. 

“Although it had oper-
ated on a split site basis 
after amalgamating in 
2015, the majority of 
pupils were educated at 
the Greenfield site, with 
around 150 pupils in years 
7, 8 and 9 educated on the 
Sunnydale site in the last 
academic year. 

“When health and safety 
issues led to its tempo-
rary closure in January 
this year, all pupils were 
moved to the one site at 
Greenfield.

“Parents, staff and stu-
dents have been made 
aware that this arrange-
ment will continue in 
September while we fur-
ther consider all options 
for the Sunnydale site, 
with a view to finding a 
permanent, sustainable 
solution.  

“Naturally, at the centre 
of any decision will be the 
educational outcomes of 
the children and young 
people from both commu-
nities.”

Mr Crane went on to 
address the initial rejec-
tion of a meeting with 
town councillors, adding: 
“We will also be meeting 
with town councillors 
in the near future to dis-
cuss this and any other 
updates regarding Green-

field Community College 
will be communicated to 
parents, staff and stu-
dents as soon as possi-
ble.”

The future of Sunnydale 
Campus has been in the 
balance for many years, 
particularly during the 
past decade, when a sys-
tematic decline has been 
observed and reported 
on in subsequent Ofsted 
reports. 

The decline has coin-
cided with a central gov-
ernment reduction in the 
local authority budget 
of over £263m since 
2010, prompting  Dur-
ham County Council to 
actively offload much of 
its real estate while iden-
tifying further reductions. 
Many schools have fallen 
victim to the cull. 

The Crier is supporting 
what it considers a vital 
campaign to retain a high 
school in the town and 
has asked a number of 
supplementary questions 
to Durham County Coun-
cil, including whether 
economic, environmental 
and emotional impact 
studies have been under-
taken. The authority has 
declined to answer any 
of our questions, many of 
which will now become 
subject to Freedom of 
Information requests. 

The Crier is also keen to 
hear from parents, teach-
ers and other members of 
the community wishing to 
get involved in the com-
munity campaign. You 
can email us at crier@
swd.news or call 07515 
552824. All communica-
tions will be treated in the 
strictest confidence.

Letters, page 7.

permanent solution for 
the site.”

Cllr Gunn was respond-
ing to a letter in a pre-
vious issue of the Crier 
(issue 968) from educa-
tionalist and local resi-
dent, Fred Langley, who 
is campaigning for the 
retention of a high school 
in Shildon. 

Mr Langley revealed 
in his letter that he had 
asked a series of ques-
tions of Cllr Simon Henig, 
Leader of Durham County 
Council, including con-
cerns about the future 
education of Shildon’s 
children, the associated 
costs and the future of 
the Sunnydale site. 

Last week, the Crier 
commissioned an essay 
from local Town Coun-
cillor, Kelly Ambrosini, 
herself a school teacher 
and campaigner for the 
school (Managed decline: 
the slow death of Sun-
nydale must be resisted, 
issue 969).

Cllr Ambrosini pointed 
out that Shildon has three 
highly successful primary 
schools, arguing that “it 
should therefore be the 
right of these children to 
progress their education 
in the town where they 
live in order to continue 
that excellent ground-
work.”

She also expressed 
disppointment that “Dur-
ham’s Head of Children’s 
Services [Richard Crane] 
declined an invitation 
to a meeting with Town 
Councillors to discuss 
concerns about deci-
sions made and what the 
future holds for the site as 

SUNNYDALE SCHOOL CAMPAIGN
As Sunnydale School’s future hangs in the balance, the Crier is joining the campaign to retain 
a high school in Shildon.

FORMER DEPUTY Mayor 
and Shildon Town Coun-
cillor, Michael ‘Mike’ 
Stott has passed away 
recently.

Mr Stott was a well 
known local figure, who 
stood for council in the 
early 2000s at the behest 
of the founder of the 
Shildon Town Crier, John 
Smith, himself a local 
councilllor at the time.

Michael was born in 
Bishop Auckland and 
worked as an accountant, 
first at North Bitchburn 
Brickworks and later at 
Carmichael’s Motorway 
Construction. 

When the Town Crier 
was founded, Michael 
was often found to be 

FORMER DEPUTY MAYOR 
REMEMBERED

Mike Stott: 17th August 1945 - 8th July 2020

lending a hand and was 
eventually persuaded by 
John Smith to stand for 
Town Council, becoming 
Deputy Mayor in 2006. 

Mike’s partner, Ann 
Hammond, whom he met 
in 1977, was also a local 
town councillor and Town 
Mayor in 2011.

The couple shared a 
home in Burnie Gardens 
for the past 21 years.

Mike passed away in 
July, aged 74 years, with 
a private service taking 
place at Wear Valley Cre-
matorium as a result of 
the pandemic.

Donations in memory 
of Mike were collected on 
behalf of the British Heart 
Foundation.

FROM PAGE 1

Do you 
have 
leaflets 
for your 
business?

The Crier is 
delivered to 
around 
6,000 
homes
Leaflets distributed 
from just 3p each. 
Call 
(01388) 775 896 
to arrange distribution
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dents achieved grades 9 
– 5 in English and Maths.

There was some out-
standing individual per-
formances with thirteen 
students achieving an 
exceptional Grade 9, four 
of which had four or more 
grades at this top level.

Executive Headteacher 
David Priestley acknowl-
edged the hard work of 
both students and staff.  

“We are proud of each 
and every one of our 
students, who have over-
come many challenges 
recently and through 
hard work and resilience 
have achieved excellent 

results,” he said. 
“Thank you to our staff 

and all the parents and 
carers who have sup-
ported our young people 
in their journey.  

“We wish all our stu-
dents huge success in 
their next steps as they 
continue their learning 
and development beyond 
Greenfield.”

For more about the 
school visit www.green 
fieldschool.net or email 
for more information 
and to find out about the 
forthcoming online open 
event at contact@green 
fieldschool.net.

THE GREENFIELD Com-
munity College ‘Class 
of 2020’ have faced an 
extraordinary number of 
challenges this year, this 
has made results day a 
very special occasion 
and a chance to finally 
celebrate the hard work 
and success of Year 11 
students.

The results were very 
positive with a good 
proportion of students 
achieving 100% of their 
target grades.  

There was a signifi-
cant increase from 2019 
results with an improve-
ment of 12% as more stu-

GREENFIELD PUPILS CELEBRATE GCSEs

Students and parents have been celebrating their GCSE results at Greenfield.

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

A. FrAncis
Roofing & Building

From a single slate to a new roof
Gutters cleaned and inspected

Chimney repairs

No job too small
Tel: 01388 833853

Mob: 07811 848228
Established 1987

Repointing to brickwork

AROUND 100 jobs will be 
created in County Dur-
ham in preparation for 
and during the Census 
2021, which is proposed 
to take place on Sunday, 
21st March 2021. 

Every ten years, ONS 
carries out a census to 
find out more about the 
people who live in Eng-
land and Wales and about 
the make-up of local 
neighbourhoods. 

The Census covers a 
wide range of informa-
tion on population, health, 
ethnicity, lone parents, 
households, and the eco-
nomic status of residents.

This year will be a ‘Dig-
ital First’ census, with 
an expected 75% of 
responses to be com-
pleted online and paper 
copies also available.

Throughout the pro-
cess of the census, from 
preparation up to the 
census being carried out, 
staff will be recruited in 
the county to fill a range 
of posts. These include 
area managers, address 
checkers, census coordi-
nators, census collectors 
and special enumerators.

Recruitment began in 
July for census engage-
ment managers (CEM), 
with a start date in Sep-
tember 2020, and will be 
followed by a succession 

CENSUS WILL CREATE 100 JOBS
The next Census is due to take place in March 2021.

for further staff recruit-
ment campaigns through 
to January 2021.

The second phase of 
recruitment began on 3rd 
August for community 
advisors who will work 
with specific communi-
ties to encourage partici-
pation in the census. 

As with the CEM post, 
community advisors will 
work with the council in 
their engagement.

More upcoming job 
opportunities will be 
available and, throughout 
the whole census pro-
cess, up to 100 people 
could be employed in the 
county for a number of 
roles.

Jenny Haworth, Durham 
County Council’s head of 
strategy, said: “The cen-
sus is a national require-
ment, which in County 
Durham will allow us to 
better understand local 
residents and communi-
ties who live in our county 
and help us focus our 
public services on where 
they are needed.” 

Further information on 
the jobs available can be 
found at www.census-
jobs.co.uk/jobs.

For more informa-
tion about the council’s 
involvement in the cen-
sus, visit www.durham.
gov.uk/2021census.

ACTIVITIES COORDINATOR, 
Sandra Baynham says 
that jigsaws and puzzles 
help residents at Red-
worth House Care Home 
in Shildon with their con-
fidence and abilities and 
helps re-instil a sense of 
purpose.

Jigsaws especially help 
strengthen visual skills 
and can help demen-
tia sufferers combat a 
decline in coordination. 

PUZZLE FUN HELPS REDWORTH RESIDENTS

Resident Ron Johnson enjoying a mosaic board. 
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HUMBLES GARAGE
01388 778070  |  07778 117 778

1 ROBSON STREET SHILDON, DL4 1EB

WE ARE NOW CLOSED ON SATURDAYS

MOTs - MOTORBIKES, 
CARS AND VANS

SERVICING
TYRES

EXHAUSTS

English and maths, and 
a greater percentage of 
pupils achieving success 
in science, humanities 
and languages.

Cllr Olwyn Gunn, Dur-
ham County Council’s 
Cabinet member for chil-
dren and young people’s 
services, said: “We know 
it has been a difficult year 
for pupils, teachers and 
parents and, on behalf of 
everyone at the council, 
I would like to congratu-
late you all for your excel-
lent work in these unprec-
edented times.

“Waiting for results can 
be nerve-racking at the 
best of times and I know 
the pandemic has caused 
additional stress. 

“Support is on offer so 
if you are feeling anxious, 
please seek it out, as 
looking after your mental 
health and wellbeing is 
incredibly important.

“I would also like to 
remind you that there 
are options available to 
you, whatever results you 
received. 

“Our DurhamWorks ser-

vice, for example, sup-
ports 16 to 24-year-olds 
into further education or 
employment. 

“Or maybe you like the 
sound of earning while 
you learn on an appren-
ticeship? 

“This is the start of an 
exciting new chapter in 
your life and we are doing 
all we can to ensure there 
are opportunities for you 
now and in the future.”

Those looking for 
careers advice can find 
out about the council’s 
apprenticeship pro-
grammes and adult learn-
ing and employability 
courses at www.durham.
gov.uk/jobsandcareers.

The mental health and 
wellbeing community 
Kooth is offering sup-
port to young people via 
its website www.kooth.
com and social media 
channels, @KoothUK on 
Facebook or @Kooth_UK 
on Instagram.

The charity Young 
Minds also offers sup-
port and guidance online 
at youngminds.org.uk.

YOUNG PEOPLE receiv-
ing their GCSE results 
are being reminded by 
County Durham’s unitary 
authority that there are 
many exciting options 
open to them.

Durham County Council 
has praised pupils, teach-
ers and school staff for 
their hard work during 
challenging and uncer-
tain times.

This year, the coronavi-
rus pandemic prevented 
children from sitting their 
final exams or enjoying 
the usual end of term cel-
ebrations. 

Instead, the results have 
been based on teacher 
assessments and pupils 
have been unable to 
return to school to say 
farewell to their class-
mates and teachers.

In County Durham, 
results are still being col-
lated, but there have been 
improvements in some 
key areas. 

This includes a higher 
proportion of pupils 
achieving a grade five 
and above in English and 
maths, a higher propor-
tion of children achieving 
the pass grade of four in 

POST-GCSE OPTIONS AVAILABLE
The county’s young people have been receiving their GCSE results. 

Event safety information 
for organisers

If you are planning an event, 
please contact the County 
Durham Safety Advisory 

Group for advice, guidance 
and suport to ensure that 
your event is a safe one.

Email safeevents@durham.
gov.uk

Visit www.durham.gov.uk/
eventsafety

THE FIRST of this year’s 
leek shows took place 
last weekend, 

The Waverley Terrace 
Allotments show was 
hosted by the Fox and 
Hounds, out in the back 
yard to enable social dis-
tancing.

The show only con-
sisted of leeks as, with 
pubs and clubs being 
closed for so long, organ-
isers haven’t been able to 
raise funds for the flower 
and veg prizes.

Joss Aldworth won the 
pot leek section with an 
impressive pair of leeks 
measuring 317 cubic 
inches. Dave Snowball 
was second with 282, and 
Gary Richardson came 
third with 259.

FIRST LEEK SHOW TAKES PLACE
Joss Aldworth with a previous winning entry.

In the stand for a trio of 
leeks: one pot, one long 
and one intermediate, 
Joss again came in first, 
with three leeks meas-
uring 366 cubic inches. 
Barry Woodward was 
second with 261.

In the long leek section, 
Dave Snowball won with 
225 cubic inches and 
Peter Wood was second 
with 210.

Usually the second 
show of the season is 
the Shildon Horticultural 
Show at the Civic Hall, 
but due to the afore men-
tioned fund raising diffi-
culties, this year’s event 
has been cancelled, so 
it’s back to the Fox And 
Hounds in two weeks for 
the pub’s own show 

NORMAN CORNISH POETRY

and has inspired and ena-
bled individuals to create 
their own work.   

As the publication 
describes, Cornish him-
self overcame many 
obstacles in his career:  
“He toiled to overcome 
hardship and prejudice 
on his journey to become 
a professional artist”.

“It is wonderful to see 
poetry from across the 
region celebrated in print 
and the inspiration that 
Cornish has been to oth-
ers,” added Laura. “The 
following extract cele-
brates the man, his art 
and the people he cap-
tured in his work.” 

Celebrate Norman, as
Norman Celebrates, the
People of Spennymoor
With the power of the pen
Pencil, chalk, oil and 
Paint of canvas
“Thank you to the Cor-

nish family and partners 
for the opportunity to 
bring the work of Cor-
nish to Greenfield Arts 
in 2019,” said Laura, “We 
are delighted to have con-
tributed to the overall pro-
gramme of activity and 
thrilled with the lasting 
legacy of the project.” 

If you would like to know 
more about Greenfield 
Arts, visit the website 
at www.greenfield-arts.
co.uk or email info@
greenfield-arts.co.uk.

FROM PAGE 1
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Andrew’s Roofing
Chimney Stacks - Ridge Tile 

Repairs - Brickwork Repointed 
- Flat Roofs - Slating & Tiling - 
Felting and Pointing - Guttering 

- Fibre glass flat roofing 
with 20 year guarantee

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

AERIALS

naylorsaerials.co.uk
0 1 3 8 8 7 2 0 9 9 4

Digital TV Aerial &
CCTV Installers

ü Competitive Price
ü Quality Materials
ü Fast & Reliable 

NEED A VAN?

JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

on the public to help 
identify the winner of the 
people’s choice award. 

Due to the high volume 
of entries, the top three in 
each category have been 
selected and uploaded 
onto the team’s Insta-
gram page at instagram. 
com/civicpridedurham  
for a public vote.

To take part, people 
should ‘like’ their favour-
ite picture before mid-
night on Thursday 27th 
August. 

The winners in each cat-
egory and the public vote 
will be informed the next 
day and will receive a £30 
National Garden Voucher.

The categories are: 
• Garden, either front or 

back;
• Yard area;
• Floral containers, 

including baskets, tubs 
and troughs;

• Children’s garden area;
• Most improved.

Councillor Brian Ste-

phens, the council’s 
Cabinet member for 
neighbourhoods and 
local partnerships, said: 
“Whether you are lucky 
enough to have a garden, 
balcony or even a window 
box, growing flowers, 
herbs, fruit and vegeta-
bles can do wonders for 
our mental health. 

“I am sure it was a 
source of great joy and 
comfort to many resi-
dents during the lock-
down.

“Our Garden Treasures 
competition celebrates 
the difference flowers 
and outdoor spaces 
can make to our lives 
and we were amazed to 
receive so many fantastic 
entries. 

“I would like to encour-
age everyone to get 
involved by voting for 
their favourites over the 
next month. It may give 
you inspiration for your 
own gardens.”

BEAUTIFUL GARDENS 
and floral displays 
across County Durham 
are vying for the public’s 
vote this month.

Entries for the Garden 
Treasures contest are 
now closed and now 
members of the public 
are being called on to 
help choose the winners.

Organised by Durham 
County Council’s civic 
pride team, the compe-
tition encouraged resi-
dents to share pictures 
of their beautiful outdoor 
spaces and describe 
what they mean to them. 

They were also asked 
to explain how gardening 
has helped them through 
the lockdown phase of 
the pandemic. 

A wealth of wonderful 
entries flooded in and 
the team now faces the 
tough job of choosing 
a winner for each cate-
gory. 

They are also calling 

VOTE FOR COUNTY DURHAM’S 
GARDEN TREASURES

One of the beautiful gardens competing for this year’s Garden Treasures prizes.

MORE FUNDING is being 
made available to help 
people across County 
Durham who have been 
affected by the corona-
virus pandemic and who 
need additional financial 
support and assistance. 

An additional £500,000 
has been invested into 
Durham County Coun-
cil’s Welfare Assistance 
Scheme to help people in 
crisis. 

The council’s scheme 
has been enhanced in 
order to further support 
the most vulnerable who 
are struggling financially 
to meet their immediate 
short-term needs or to 
enable them to maintain 
their independence in the 
community. 

This includes help with 
daily living expenses 
and support when they 
are re-homed due to 
a change in circum-
stances. 

Free and impartial 
advice and support for 
anyone having trouble 
managing their money, or 
dealing with rent arrears 

WELFARE ASSISTANCE 
SCHEME EXTENDED

The scheme is for people affected by the pandemic who are 
in need of additional financial support and assistance.

or debt, can be found 
online at www.durham.
gov.uk/debtadvice.

Residents can also call 
the council’s customer 
services team on 03000 
260 000, who will be able 
to direct people to the 
most relevant services.

Cllr Angela Surtees, 
Cabinet member for 
social inclusion, said: 
“We understand that 
many people have been 
impacted because of 
the coronavirus pan-
demic but we want them 
to know that the council 
has a range of support 
that is available. 

“These enhancements 
will allow us to be as flex-
ible as we can be and to 
continue to take individ-
ual circumstances into 
account. 

“It will help us to con-
tinue to provide essen-
tial items for residents 
based on their needs and 
help people to maintain 
their independence in the 
long-term, knowing that 
support and help is avail-
able when they need it.” 

Keeps us safe.

Keeping 
apart.

Social distancing is still 
important for all of us.
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work at the premises, 
dates and times that 
staff are at work, and 
a contact phone num-
ber for each member of 
staff.

• The name of the cus-
tomer or visitor. If there 
is more than one per-
son, then businesses 
can record the name of 
the ‘lead member’ of the 
group and the number 
of people in the group.

• A contact phone num-
ber for each customer 
or visitor, or for the lead 
member of a group of 
people, and the date of 
their visit, arrival time 
and, where possible, 
their departure time.

• If a customer will 
interact with only one 
member of staff (e.g. a 
hairdresser), the name 
of the assigned staff 
member should be 
recorded alongside the 
name of the customer.
Amanda Healy, Durham 

County Council’s director 
of public health, said: “It 
is vitally important that 
businesses play their part 
in helping to trace and 
prevent further spread of 
coronavirus. 

“Their role is a small 
and simple task which 
plays an important part 
in identifying people who 
may have been exposed 
to the virus and contain-
ing any clusters of cases 
or local outbreaks. 

“Not only that, they are 
helping to keep all of their 
customers safe.

“It is really important 
that we all do everything 

we can to reduce further 
transmission for the ben-
efit of people’s health and 
also the local economy 
in terms of ensuring res-
idents and businesses do 
not need to undergo any 
form of local lockdown.”

Businesses are also 
being asked to continue 
to follow other govern-
ment guidance to min-
imise transmission of 
coronavirus, including 
maintaining a safe work-
ing environment and fol-
lowing social distancing 
guidelines.

Residents are being 
asked to remember 
‘Hands, Face, Space’ – 
wash hands often for 20 
seconds, covering their 
face in public buildings 
and staying two metres 
apart when possible.

Residents are also 
reminded that if they 
have any symptoms of 
coronavirus, for example 
a high temperature, a new 
continuous cough, and a 
loss or change to your 
sense of taste or smell, 
they should immediately 
self-isolate and get a test.

Anyone who is asked 
to self-isolate who has 
nobody to help them dur-
ing that time can access 
help on the website or by 
calling the County Dur-
ham Together commu-
nity hub on 03000 260 
260 between 9am and 
5pm, Monday to Friday.

More information about 
staying safe and getting 
a test can be found at 
http://www.durham.gov.
uk/coronavirus.

PUBS AND restaurants 
in Ferryhill, Chilton and 
across the county are 
being asked to continue 
to gather customers’ 
details to help support 
the NHS Track and Trace 
system. 

Durham County Council 
is calling on hospitality 
businesses to ensure 
their customers give cor-
rect contact details when 
visiting the premises. 

This step is incredibly 
important to help prevent 
the spread of coronavirus 
as it allows NHS Track 
and Trace to quickly 
contact and advise peo-
ple who have potentially 
been exposed to the virus 
in the event of a cluster 
of cases or localised out-
break. 

Businesses should keep 
a record of customers 
and visitors for 21 days 
and assist NHS Test and 
Trace with requests for 
that data if needed. Doing 
this could help to contain 
clusters or outbreaks. 

Containing outbreaks 
early is crucial to reduce 
the spread of coronavirus 
and will help to avoid the 
reintroduction of lock-
down measures.

By gathering customer 
details, businesses can 
play a significant role in 
helping their staff, cus-
tomers and visitors play 
their part in stopping the 
spread of coronavirus.

The following informa-
tion should be collected 
by the venue, where pos-
sible:
• The names of staff who 

TRACK AND TRACE REMINDER 
FOR HOSPITALITY VENUES

Local pubs and restaurants are being reminded of their responsibilites to ensure they are 
supporting NHS Track and Trace by gathering customers’ details.

@shildontowncrier

THINK OF OTHERS
WHEN SHOPPING

CORONAVIRUS

 Remember to stay 2 metres apart 

 Wear a face covering if you can
For more ways to stay safe go to gov.uk/coronavirus

Re: Excluded from school meeting
I would like to respond to Mr Langley’s letter in issue 968 
of the Shildon and District Town Crier regarding pupils 
from Shildon, which contained some inaccuracies.
It was claimed in the letter that there has been a lack of 
clarification regarding Greenfield Community College.  
However, I would like to reassure Mr Langley that every 
student who will be joining or returning to Greenfield 
Community College in September knows that they will 
educated at the Greenfield site in Newton Aycliffe.
Parents, staff and students are aware that this remains 
the case while we further consider the options for the 
Sunnydale site, which was temporarily closed in January 
as a result of health and safety issues. 
Those options will be reviewed in this next academic 
year as we look to find a permanent solution for the 
site.
As part of our decision-making process, we will be 
consulting staff, students, their parents and the local 
community in order to find the best outcome. 
Furthermore, we will ensure that those parents, staff 
and students are made aware of any other updates 
regarding Greenfield Community College as soon as 
possible.

Cllr Olwyn Gunn, 
Cabinet member for 

children and young people’s services.

Letters to the Editor...
Email: crier@swd.news stating ‘Letter’ in the subject line.
Write to: Letters, Shildon & District Town Crier, 3-4 First 
Floor Offices, Shildon Town Council, Shildon DL4 1AH.
All letters (including emails) must include the writer’s name, 
address, postal code and contact number and may be edited.
The maximum length for letters is 200 words.

@ShildonCrier
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Local leagues, competitions and events...
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Division One South East 
side, Frickley Athletic. 

Brad Grayson gave Fric-
kley the lead in the 16th 
minute before Daniel 
Moore scored the equal-
iser on the half-hour 
mark, reported Adam on 
the shildonafc.com web-
site.

Dean Thexton gave his 
side the lead four min-
utes later after some neat 
build up play from the 
Shildon attack.

The home side came 
into the game having won 
all four of their pre-sea-
son games, having seen 
off Sunderland West End, 
Silksworth CW, Newcas-
tle Blue Star and Willing-
ton.

The Blues went ahead 
when Grayson brilliantly 
curled his 20-yard free 
kick into the top corner 
beyond Shildon keeper, 
Shaun Newbrook.

The hosts almost pulled 
level eight minutes later 
when Moore got onto 
the end of Danny Craggs’ 
cross, but he directed his 
header onto the bar.

Moore did bring Shildon 
level on the half hour 
after Frickley keeper Alfie 
Eccles-Smith lost the ball, 
leaving the player-manager 
to nod the equaliser into 
an empty net.

The Railwaymen went 
ahead four minutes later, 

when Chay Liddle found 
Billy Greulich-Smith 
before the striker expertly 
flicked the ball beyond 
the Frickley defence into 
the path of Thexton who 
made no mistake.

Frickley came close to 
drawing level on the hour  
when Jack Wightwick’s 
cross found Grayson who 
could only head wide.

Wightwick was again 
at the centre of Frick-
ley’s play as his pull back 
found Keegan Everington 
on the edge of the box, 
but he sent his effort just 
wide.

The home side nearly 
increased their advan-
tage 20 minutes from 
time when Craggs’ thun-
derous strike from the 
edge hit the bar, before 
Zak Atkinson headed the 
rebound over.

Atkinson went close 
again just a minute later 
as he found himself 
through on goal, but his 
lobbed effort was Shil-
don’s third effort in the 
game to strike the bar, 
this time rebounding 
into the hands of Eccles-
Smith.

Shildon complete their 
pre-season against Mor-
peth ahead of a tough 
FA Cup Extra Preliminary 
Round tie against Stock-
ton Town at 7.30pm on 
Tuesday September 1st.

SHILDON AFC will come 
face to face  with former 
manager, Gary Forrest 
when the new Northern 
League  campaign opens 
with a tasty Dean Street 
local derby against West 
Auckland Town in just 
over a week’s time, on 
Saturday 5th September.

Three days later, the 
Railwaymen will travel to 
Hebburn Town, who were 
on schedule to be pro-
moted alongside Shildon 
and Stockton Town last 
season, occupying third 
place at the time the sea-
son was voided.

The fixture news comes 
hot on the heels of the the 
FA’s announcement that, 
from 22nd August, fans 
have been able to return 
to games, albeit with lim-
its to the numbers permit-
ted to attend (see issue 
969: Fans set to return as 
government relaxes rules).

Meanwhile, as the Crier 
goes to press, Shildon 
host Morpeth Town of the 
Northern Premier League 
Premier Division in argua-
bly their sternest pre-sea-
son test to date.

Ahead of the encoun-
ter, Shildon maintained 
their perfect pre-season 
record with a home win 
in what club reporter, 
Adam Gill described as a 
“fiery encounter” against 
Northern Premier League 

DEAN STREET DERBY TO KICK OFF 
NORTHERN LEAGUE CAMPAIGN

Daniel Moore (4) brings Shildon level against a Frickley side wearing Shildon’s away kit. 
Photo: Tom Clegg, match report, courtesy shildonafc.com.

SHILDON RAILWAY 
Cricket Club had a great 
opportunity to force 
themselves into conten-
tion in the title race when 
they entertained Maltby 
in the Darlington Build-
ing Society North Yorks. 
& South Durham Premier 
Cricket League Division 
3 match on Saturday, 
but let themselves down 
badly with a very poor 
batting performance.

Things had started well 
for the Railwaymen, with 
opening bowler Chris 
Young on fire as his five 
overs yielded only six 
runs for four wickets. 

Maltby looked dead and 
buried at 35 for 6 when 
Young was surprisingly 
removed from the attack. 

Some stubborn resist-
ance by the Maltby rear 
order followed and took 
the total on to 83 all out, 
with Young returning to 
bowl two maiden overs 
and claiming a further 
wicket. 

Matthew Rowland (2 for 
5) and Phil Garbutt (2 for 
24) also chipped in and 
although the visitors had 
scored more runs than 
they should have done, 
the home side were con-
fident of victory at the 
interval.

What a strange game 
cricket can be, and Shil-
don produced another 

SHILDON HUMBLED BY 
POOR BATTING DISPLAY

inept batting display as 
each of the top six bats-
man was clean bowled, 
none of them reaching 
double figures, as the 
side was first reduced to 
28 for 7 and then to 46 
for 9. 

Shildon’s last two bats-
men showed some resil-
ience, but the innings fin-
ished with Shildon all out 
for 62.

Batting has proved to be 
a problem all season for 
Shildon. 

Too often players have 
tried to play extravagant 
strokes and appear to 
have forgotten how to 
play defensive shots and 
to take time to build an 
innings and establish 
themselves at the crease. 

The Railwaymen now 
have consecutive home 
league games, on Satur-
day (29th) when Redcar 
are the visitors and on 
Bank Holiday Monday 
(31st) when Rockcliffe 
Park provide the opposi-
tion. 

Both sides are in the bot-
tom half of the division 
and Shildon, who remain 
in 5th place, should have 
the resources to over-
come these opponents. 

However, after the abys-
mal performance against 
lowly Maltby, supporters 
will be wary of success-
fully predicting any result.

THE DURHAM FA has 
announced that following 
a request received from 
The FA National Game 
Board to all County FAs, 
the Durham Challenge 
Cup Competition has 
been made optional to 
enter for next season.

Holders, Shildon held 
on to the trophy after last 
season’s competition 
was cancelled alongside 
the league. 

The Durham FA state-
ment added: “Now that a 
decision on a start date to 

leagues  has been made, 
the onus will be on clubs 
within the system to com-
plete league programmes 
and therefore the deci-
sion to make the entry 
optional has removed any 
possibility of an exemp-
tion fine being imposed 
which will benefit clubs 
struggling in this current 
financial situation.”

Shildon have an exemp-
tion from the Preliminary 
Round, which kicks off 
the midweek before Sat-
urday 24th October.

OPTIONAL ENTRY TO THIS 
SEASON’S COUNTY CUP


