
Issue No 968 At the heart of our wonderful community Friday 14th August 2020

Published at: 3-4 First Floor Offices, Shildon Town Council, Civic Hall Square, Shildon DL4 1AH  
• Editorial: 01388 775896 • Advertising: 07909 992731 • Email: crier@swd.news • Online: www.swd.news/crier • 

You can read all our sister papers online at www.swd.news: Spennymoor News • Ferryhill & Chilton Chapter • The Bishop Press

FOUR SHILDON businesses  
have been announced 
as finalists in the County 
Durham Business Awards 
2020.

Popular Italian restaurant 
Santinni on Auckland Ter-
race has been nominated 
for a Best in Hospitality 

award, where it faces com-
petition from fellow Shildon 
business, Eden Grange 
Glamping. 

Based at Eden Grange 
Fishery behind Dale Road, 
the venue is a hidden gem, 
offering glamping pods  and 
tipis with hot tubs. It is now 

also a beautiful wedding 
venue, offering rustic recep-
tions in a huge outdoor tipi. 

The venue is also nom-
inated as a finalist in the 
Most Creative, Best Estab-
lished Business and Best 
Business Overall catego-
ries. 

Two more businesses 
in the town - Shildon Alive 
and Harpers Hair Salon, are 
finalists in the category for 
having the Best Community 
Spirit, while Harpers is also 
a finalist in the Best New-
comer and  Best Business 
Overall categories. 

SHILDON BUSINESSES RECOGNISED AS 
SOME OF THE BEST IN THE COUNTY

The Shildon wedding and glamping venue, Eden Grand Glamping, is a finalist in several categories of the County Durham 
Business Awards 2020. Photo: John Alderson photography. 

GREENFIELD ARTS have 
been thrilled with the level 
of interest in their first 
online exhibition.  

Made at Home is a new 
venture, inviting artists 
and individuals to submit 
artwork that has been 
made during recent times.

Over forty artists have 
contributed to the exhibi-
tion and it has attracted 
local, national and global 
interest, even featuring 
work from Australia and 
the USA! 

There is a wide range 
of medium including 
painting, drawing, pho-
tography, textiles, collage 
and mixed media pieces.  
Many pieces ‘made at 
home’ reflect recent times 
and draw upon inspiration 
from time spent at home. 
The exhibition celebrates 
the way in which the arts, 
making and creating,  can 
allow us to explore, be 
creative and express our-
selves. 

Greenfield Arts began 
the call out for the exhi-
bition by commissioning 
three artists who created 
inspirational videos about 
them and their work. 

It was a fascinating 
insight into the processes 
and thinking behind the 
artist’s process, provok-
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would like us to cover, we 
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on 01388 775896 or 

email crier@swd.news
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August 4th
Robinson

Jean, passed away 
peacefully, aged 77 years.

Her funeral service will be 
held in St John’s Church, 

Shildon at 11.30am on 
Monday 17th August, 

followed by cremation at 
Wear Valley Crematorium, 

Coundon. 
Colourful clothing to be 
worn by request.  Family 

flowers only please. 
Donations in her memory 

may be made to your 
chosen charity.

The family will be 
organising a memorial 
occasion to celebrate 

Jean’s life once 
circumstances permit.

 Love you always, 
Rest in peace 

xxx

 Loving wife of the late 
John, cherished mam of 

Vivian and mother-in-law 
to Barry. Proud grandma 
of Dan and Tom and their 
partners Beth and Sam. 

Cherished sister to Brenda, 
the late Fred and June, 

sister-in-law to Ken, Marian, 
Heather, Barrie and the late 
Bob. Also a loving Auntie, 
cousin and good friend to 
many, especially Jeanette.

A FOODBANK takes place 
at Shildon Salvation 
Army on Cross Street 
every Monday, between 
12 noon and 2pm, and 
every Thursday between 
10am and 2pm. 

For more information 
call 01388 777358 or con-
tact the Army via Face-
book at Shildon Salvation 
Army. 

SALVATION ARMY 
FOODBANK

7th August
Plews

Peacefully, Deborah, 
aged 52 years of Shildon.

Service to take place 
at St John’s Church on 

Wednesday 19th August 
at 1.15pm, followed by 
interment in Shildon 

Cemetery.
Please can friends meet 

to celebrate Deborah’s life 
at Old Shildon Club from 

2.30pm.

Loving mam of Samantha, 
Matthew, Brad, Billy-Joe 

and Elwood, dearly loved
mother-in-law of Brian, 
devoted nana to Blake, 

Lexi, Poppy, Breia, Reggie, 
Alfie, Romeo and Amelia 
Lily.  Also a dear sister of 

Dennis, Daniel and Donna.

18th August
Brian Richardson

Husband,
A silent thought, 

A silent tear, 
Forever wishing
You were here

Loved and so sadly missed, 
Your wife, Lillian

xx

18th August
Brian Richardson

Dad / Grandad
If we could make one wish 

today,
It would be to be with you,

In the same old way

Love always,
Garry, Kelly and all of your 

loving family 
x

Ivan Bargett
Sadly passed away 

on 30th July

R.I.P

Brother to George 
and Tina (USA). 

Uncle, brother-in-law and 
friend to many. 

Birthdays

Keira O’Brien

Happy 13th Birthday

Love Mum, Dad, Connor, 
Caity, Kye & Nana

xxx

15th August

13th August
Annie Aitken

Happy 60th Birthday Mam

All our love,
Julie & Wayne

xxx

13th August
Annie Aitken

Happy 60th Birthday Nana

Lots of love,
Callum & Jamie

xxx

Independent publishers of the Shildon & District Town Crier, 
Bishop Press, Ferryhill & Chilton Chapter and Spennymoor News

Classifieds in the Crier
Our offices are currently closed to the public, so if you would like to place a 
message to your loved ones in The Crier, you can contact us by email, private 
message on Facebook or by phone. We will reply and let you know the price for 
your message and you can pay by debit or credit card over the phone.  
 
Call: 07909 992731 or email: crier@swd.news

Please be sure to provide us with a contact phone number 
so that we can get back in touch with you. 

ing curiosity and creativ-
ity. 

The final part of the 
Made at Home pro-
gramme will see an artist 
response to the way in 
which arts and creativ-
ity have been of bene-
fit to many, particularly 
recently, and a new art-
work will be created and 
displayed at Greenfield 
Arts.

The final art work will be 
on display in the arts cen-
tre when it reopens during 
the Autumn season. 

 The Made at Home exhi-
bition is available online 
now and runs until Fri-
day 21st August at www.
greenfield-arts.co.uk. 

MADE AT HOME 
FOR GREENFIELD 
ARTS

FROM PAGE 1

For Sale
Various cuddly teddies. Ring 
Marion on 07780 551935 for 
details.
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Community Foundation 
and other supporters who 
enabled the offer.

“The outdoor oppor-
tunity brought together 
adults from our local com-
munity and some of our 
Cree group to reconnect 
together face-to-face 
and enjoy an afternoon of 
marvellous music. It was 
just the tonic.”

The band, based locally 
in Newcastle,  played their 

special brand of Balkan 
Boogie, getting the audi-
ence tapping their feet 
and singing along, mak-
ing the careful social dis-
tance feel less of a barrier, 
as everyone enjoyed the 
latin and ska beats. 

To find out more about 
Greenfield Arts visit www.
greenfield-arts.co.uk or 
contact the team by email 
at info@greenfield-arts.
co.uk.

GREENFIELD ARTS were 
delighted to welcome the 
fabulous Baghdaddies 
this summer to their site, 
brightening up the day 
for an invited audience 
with their special brand of 
music as they performed 
their ‘doorstep’ offer.

A spokesperson said: 
“A big thank you to Jack 
Drum Arts for bringing 
this to Greenfield Arts 
and to County Durham 

BAGHDADDIES BRING BRASS AND 
CHEER TO GREENFIELD ARTS

The band had the audience tapping their feet and singing along.

ST THOMAS’ RC Church 
on Byerley Road will reo-
pen for Mass on Saturday 
22nd August at 4pm. 

The church closed in 
March in line with the 
COVID-19 restrictions, 
with Fr Cornforth, stream-
ing Mass live each day via 
the parish website.

Fr Cornforth is very 

much looking forward to 
seeing everyone back in 
church, forming the close 
knit parish community 
once again. 

The church has been 
cleaned and hand sani-
tizer is available for use. 

Those attending will 
need to wear a face mask 
and everyone is welcome.

ST THOMAS’ REOPENS DOORS

PARISHIONERS AT St 
Thomas’ Church on Byer-
ley Road have been sad-
dened to hear the news of 
the death of Mrs Dorothy 
Turner, who recently died 
peacefully at her home. 

Many Shildon people 
will remember Dorothy 
as she taught for many 
years at St John’s Pri-
mary School, on Shil-
don’s Jubilee Road. 

Her late husband, Nor-
man was Manager at 

Middridge Drift pit. 
A spokesperson for 

St Thomas’ said: “Over 
many years, Dorothy 
worked tirelessly at St 
Thomas’, assisting with 
fundraising efforts, as 
well as flower arranging, 
assisting with the liturgy, 
maintaining accounts 
and taking commun-
ion to the sick. She will 
be sadly missed by her 
many friends in the Par-
ish.”

PARISH REMEMBERS DOROTHY

RESIDENTS AT Red-
worth House Care 
Home enjoyed an out-
door visit from Yvonne 
the Vintage Vocalist. 

Yvonne sang songs 
from the 40’s, 50’s and 
60’s while the resi-
dents sang and danced 
along. 

VINTAGE VOCALIST VISITS
Vintage Vocalist, Yvonne, sings for Redworth House residents.

One resident com-
mented  that she 
thought Yvonne had a 
wonderful voice and 
should be on the stage.

Do you 
have 
leaflets 
for your 
business?

The Crier is 
delivered to 
around 
6,000 
homes
Leaflets distributed 
from just 3p each. 
Call 
(01388) 775 896 
to arrange distribution

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 

factory and saveFREE
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What an amazing 
opportunity this has been 
for our skaters and it is 
something they will never 
forget.

“The project is called 
Friends without borders! - 
Amigos sin fronteras!  

“It has come with lan-
guage barriers, but with 
assistance from Google 
translate, we have been 
able to learn together 
with skaters in other 
countries.

“It’s tough when you 
are involved with sport 
and your athletes have 
been training so hard for 
competitions and unfor-
tunately such unprece-
dented times occur. As a 
coach, this is devastat-
ing,” said Tracy.  

“The biggest blow was 
when the British Cham-
pionships and all Interna-
tional competitions were 
cancelled.  

“Hopes and dreams 
were shattered, but after 
speaking to former World 
Champion, Paola Fra-
schini on her zoom train-

ing, she reassured us that 
it is these moments that 
really define us in life.  

“It’s the athletes who 
go that extra mile when 
times are tough.  

“It is the one who will 
not let anything stop 
them - even a pandemic.  

“These moments when 
life is at its worst - they 
give you an opportunity 
to make a choice. 

“Our choice at Spec-
trum RSC has been to 
give skaters every oppor-
tunity we can to develop 
their skills and make us 
stronger and better as 
individuals and as a club. 

“We think this has been 
such an incredible time to 
share information about 
how our sport works in 
other nations.  

“We are so thankful for 
this opportunity. 

“You can watch the flex-
ibility challenges on our 
Facebook and Instagram 
pages and if you are inter-
ested in roller skating in 
the future please get in 
touch.”

AS THE Coronavirus pan-
demic has raged across 
the globe in recent 
months,  Spectrum Roller 
Skating Club has been 
taking part in an Inter-
national Flexibility Chal-
lenge with their friends 
across the world.  

Clubs in ten countries: 
Argentina, Brazil, Colum-
bia, Chile, Spain, Ecuador, 
Paraguay, Uraguay, Pan-
ama and Great Britain 
took part, uniting young 
people across the globe 
with a shared passion for 
roller skating. 

The focus was to keep 
skaters motivated and 
the theme was flexibility.  

The skaters had a week 
to collect photos and vid-
eos of how they practice 
being flexible.  

All of the clubs involved 
then shared their videos.

“We have been using 
our time to work hard,” 
said Spectrum coach, 
Tracy Stevens. “We are 
focussing on our goals 
and preparing for the 
future. 

SPECTRUM FLY THE FLAG AT 
INTERNATIONAL SKATING CHALLENGES

A Spectrum skater performs her International Flexibility Challenge while flying the flag for the UK.

AERIALS

naylorsaerials.co.uk
0 1 3 8 8 7 2 0 9 9 4

Digital TV Aerial &
CCTV Installers

ü Competitive Price
ü Quality Materials
ü Fast & Reliable 

MORE BUSINESSES 
are set to benefit from a 
financial support scheme 
set up to help them deal 
with the impact of the 
coronavirus pandemic.

Durham County Council 
is widening the eligibility 
criteria for its local Dis-
cretionary Grants Fund 
so that hundreds more 
businesses can benefit.

The authority is making 
the changes to ensure 
that as much of the £5 
million funding pot pro-
vided by the Government 
is allocated before the 
scheme closes on Friday, 
28th August.

Up until now, the fund-
ing has been focussed on 
businesses in the retail, 
hospitality and leisure 
sectors and has priori-
tised support for small 
businesses in shared 
offices or other flexible 
workspaces; regular 
market traders with fixed 
building costs; B&Bs that 
pay council tax instead 
of business rates; char-
ity properties in receipt 
of charitable business 
rates relief; private nurs-
eries; small manufac-
turing businesses with 
retail outlets within the 
property and which sell 
to the public; and busi-
nesses involved in the 
supply chain to the retail 
hospitality and leisure 
industries.

The scheme has been 
extended to include:
• Any local small or 

micro business oper-
ating from a recog-
nised rated business 
premises with a rate-
able value less than 
£51,000; and

• Businesses in the sci-
ence and technology 
sector which occupy 
office or other flexible 
workspace with equiv-
alent rent or property 
costs of £51,000.

The council is plan-
ning on contacting all 
businesses it believes 
will be eligible to benefit 
from the revised scheme 
to encourage them to 
make an application and 
ensure they are able to 
access they money they 
are entitled to. Each busi-
ness will be entitled to 
claim one grant.

Cllr Carl Marshall, Cab-

inet member for eco-
nomic regeneration, said: 
“The county’s economic 
recovery from the coro-
navirus pandemic is very 
much dependent on the 
survival of our business 
community. 

“We have carefully con-
sidered how to extend the 
scheme and open it up to 
support local businesses 
with the resources we 
have. 

“We know there are 
many businesses that 
desperately need support 
but there is only limited 
funding available and we 
are determined to spend 
all of it if we can.”

The Government 
announced in July that 
its Small Business Grant 
Fund (SBGF), Retail, 
Hospitality and Leisure 
Grant Fund (RHLGF) and 
the Local Discretionary 
Grants Funds, which 
were all set up to support 
businesses during the 
pandemic, will close on 
Friday, 28 August. 

This means that the 
money made available to 
County Durham must be 
allocated by this date and 
any funding that is not 
claimed will be lost.

In order to ensure that 
all paperwork can be pro-
cessed and money paid 
before the cut off date, 
the council will not be 
able to accept applica-
tions received after Sun-
day, 16th August.

DCC has already issued 
almost all the funding it 
is responsible for allocat-
ing through the SBGF and 
RHLGF, with 8,791 busi-
nesses receiving a share 
of more than £98 million.

It has also allocated 54 
per cent of the cash it has 
available through the Dis-
cretionary Grants Fund, 
which was introduced at 
a later date, with more 
than £2.6 million being 
distributed among 407 
businesses to date.

Some additional eligi-
bility criteria will apply to 
the extended scheme but 
the council is doing all it 
can to ensure as many 
businesses as possible 
receive a share of the 
funding.

For more information, 
visit www.durham.gov.
uk/ladgfund.

BUSINESS SUPPORT SCHEME 
DEADLINE APPROACHING

H a l l ’s  U p h o l s t e ry
U n i t  2 2  F u r n a c e  I n d  E s t ,  S h i l d o n ,  D L 4  1 Q B

Te l :  0 1 3 8 8  7 7 2 6 2 8   |   E s t  1 9 8 4
We  o ff e r  a  f u l l  r e u p h o l s t e r y  s e r v i c e
Tu r n  a n t i q u e s  i n t o  m o d e r n  f u r n i t u r e 

a t  v e r y  r e a s o n a b l e  p r i c e s
Proprietor C liff  Hall  is  celebrating 50 
years ser vice in the trade this month
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Sunnydale answers sought from Council 
leader
I have written to Simon Henig—Labour Leader of 
Durham Council—outlining the problems faced by 
Shildon parents and pupils by not knowing where the 
are to be educated come September. 
He has pointed out that deliberations are on-going 
and that deliberations resulting from the survey and 
additional analysis will take place in September—7 
months after the school closed! 
What is of particular concern is that children entering 
High School will not have had the essential introduction 
to their school and that that will further handicapped 
their educational development. 
In addition I have requested answers to the following:
• What has been the cost of erecting and maintaining 

the temporary structures at the Aycliffe site;
• What has been the cost, to date, of transporting 

the children—years 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11—to and from 
Aycliffe;

• Who is financially responsible for the above costs;
• Should the school close will children eventually have 

to pay for the transport;
• If the school was to reopen would years 10 and 11 

return to Shildon;
• If the school is to close has it been suggested that the 

land (approximately 8/10 acres) be used for building 
houses.

Sincerely, 
 W F Langley 

Byerley Road, Shildon

Iron Railway Bridge
Dear Crier, who does your research? 
In last week’s issue of your paper it said that the Iron 
Railway Bridge crossed the river at West Auckland. 
Wrong. 
West Auckland must be at least two mile away. It 
crossed just abut two fields away from where Denhams 
Scrap Yard is now, near Fylands and Tindale.
The bridge foundations are still there and then went to 
where Bishop Auckland Football Club is now and up to 
Etherley winding engine. Nowhere near West Auckland.   

Sincerely, 
 Former  worker,  

Tindale Engine Sheds and Shildon Wagon Works
Editor’s comment: The information in last week’s issue 
was provided by Locomotion Museum, who will be 
sure to be interested in your clarification.

Letters to the Editor...
Email: crier@swd.news stating ‘Letter’ in the subject line.
Write to: Letters, Shildon & District Town Crier, 3-4 First 
Floor Offices, Shildon Town Council, Shildon DL4 1AH.
All letters (including emails) must include the writer’s name, 
address, postal code and contact number and may be edited.
The maximum length for letters is 200 words.

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

A. FrAncis
Roofing & Building

From a single slate to a new roof
Gutters cleaned and inspected

Chimney repairs

No job too small
Tel: 01388 833853

Mob: 07811 848228
Established 1987

Repointing to brickwork

NEED A VAN?

JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

issued community pro-
tection notices, which 
allowed a further 14 days 
to tidy up the mess, but to 
no avail.

Fixed penalty notices 
of £100 each were then 
issued but went unpaid, 
prompting the council to 
prosecute those respon-
sible for breaching a 
community protection 
notice.

None of the defendants 
attended Newton Aycliffe 
Magistrates Court for 
their hearings and the 
cases were heard in their 
absence. 

Each received a £440 
fine, plus costs, with the 
amount owed totalling 
£3,818.

Oliver Sherratt, head of 
environment at Durham 
County Council, said: 
“County Durham is full of 
people who care about 
their communities and 
the place they live. 

“That’s why it’s impor-
tant we act when indi-

FAILING TO remove 
waste from their back 
yards has left four people 
with a combined bill of 
almost £4,000.

Large amounts of gen-
eral and household waste 
were left to accumulate at 
three properties located 
in Shildon, Horden, and 
Langley Park last year, 
while at a house in Mur-
ton, large quantities of 
dog faeces were left for 
weeks.

Durham County Coun-
cil’s neighbourhood war-
dens visited each of the 
properties after either 
receiving complaints 
from members of the 
public or spotting the 
waste while patrolling the 
area.

In each case, commu-
nity protection warnings 
were issued giving the 
property owner or resi-
dent involved seven days 
to clear the waste. 

When these went 
unheeded, the council 

SHILDON RESIDENT FINED FOR 
IGNORING REQUEST TO CLEAR WASTE

Some of the waste a Shildon resident failed to clear before being fined and convicted. 

viduals act in a way that 
spoils the local environ-
ment for everyone. 

“In cases like these, our 
first approach is always 
to talk to the people 
involved and, more often 
than not, we resolve the 
issue that way.

“However, if people fail 
to engage with us and 
take responsibility, they 
should expect to face the 
consequences. In this 
case a considerable fine 
and a criminal conviction.

“Allowing household 
waste and dog faeces to 
accumulate is not just 
unsightly it is a health 
hazard and council tax-
payers should not have 
to foot the bill to having it 
removed.” 

For more information 
about rubbish and recy-
cling in County Durham, 
visit www.durham.gov.
uk/recycling.

To report rubbish in gar-
den and yards, visit www.
durham.gov.uk/asb.

To advertise in the
Shildon & District Town Crier
and its sister papers, the Bishop Press, 

Ferryhill & Chilton Chapter and Spennymoor News 

M: 07909 992 731  |  E: crier@swd.news
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entries can be made in 
more than one category, 
with a maximum of four 
images allowed per per-
son:
• Garden, either front or 

back;
• Yard area;
• Floral containers, 

including baskets, tubs 
and troughs; 

• Children’s garden area;  
• Most improved (please 

send before and after 
photographs).
All entries received in 

the above categories will 
be posted on Instagram 
and a public vote will 
then decide the winner of 
a People’s Choice award.

Cllr Brian Stephens, Dur-
ham County Council Cab-
inet member for neigh-
bourhoods and local 
partnerships, said: “Over 
the past months we have 
all been staying at home, 
and under these very 
difficult circumstances 
people have been looking 
for ways to use their time 
productively. 

“Many people have 
indulged in a new or exist-
ing love of gardening and 
have been working to 
improving their outdoor 
spaces, whilst spending 
uplifting time outside 
with their families.

“Our Garden Treasures 
competition is a chance 
for residents to share 
the fantastic spaces 
they have created whilst 
social distancing and to 

celebrate how gardening 
is helping people cope 
during this challenging 
time.”

To enter, recent photo-
graphs, no larger than 
4mb and in JPG format, 
should be emailed to  
civicpride@durham.gov.uk  
along with contact 
details and a brief 
description of what the 
garden or planted area 
means to entrants at this 
time. 

Submissions should 
not be framed or con-
tain watermarks and are 
restricted to four pic-
tures per entry. 

Photographs with peo-
ple in them will not be 
accepted.

Suitable entries will 
be uploaded to the 
Civic Pride Instagram 
page www.instagram. 
com/civicpridedurham/ 
#GardenTreasures where 
they can be viewed and 
shared.

One winner will be 
selected from each cat-
egory and will receive 
a £30 National Garden 
voucher.

Entries close on Mon-
day 17th August. 

The People’s Choice 
award will be open to the 
public for voting from 
Tuesday 18th August 
until midnight on Thurs-
day 20th August.

Winners will be notified 
by telephone or email by 
Friday 28th August. 

KEEN GARDENERS 
across County Durham 
have until Monday 17th 
August to take part in a 
photography competi-
tion to share how outside 
spaces have helped them 
through the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

Durham County Coun-
cil’s civic pride team 
is calling on residents 
to show off the green 
spaces and floral dis-
plays they’ve been nur-
turing during lockdown 
in its Garden Treasures 
contest.

Amateur horticulturists 
can share images of their 
garden, yard, window box 
or balcony with other res-
idents across the county, 
for a chance to win a 
great prize. 

Anyone over the age 
of 18 and who lives in 
the county can submit 
an entry, and younger 
gardeners can ask a par-
ent or guardian to make 
a nomination on their 
behalf.

There are five catego-
ries to choose from and 

CLOSING DATE APPROACHES FOR 
GARDEN TREASURES ENTRIES

A garden entered for the council’s Beautiful Durham Competition 2018.

HUMBLES GARAGE
01388 778070  |  07778 117 778

1 ROBSON STREET SHILDON, DL4 1EB

WE ARE NOW CLOSED ON SATURDAYS

MOTs - MOTORBIKES, 
CARS AND VANS

SERVICING
TYRES

EXHAUSTS

UNINSURED DRIVERS 
and those who speed will 
be targeted as Durham 
Constabulary launches 
its new Road Safety 
Bureau this month. 

As covid-19 lockdown 
restrictions ease, officers 
in County Durham have 
seen an increase in the 
levels of traffic on the 
roads and have been lis-
tening to residents who 
say speeding is a concern 
in their communities.

The new bureau will be 
able to conduct safety 
camera deployments at 
nominated sites across 
County Durham and Dar-
lington and also look to 
educate drivers on other 
road safety offences such 
as the use of seatbelts 
and using mobile phones.

Bureau manager, Terri 
Raine, for Durham Con-
stabulary said: “This is an 
important area of activ-
ity which we know helps 
make communities safer 
and will therefore always 
be a priority for the con-
stabulary. 

“As well as targeting 
speeding motorists, the 
force will also be target-
ing uninsured drivers who 
put other road users in 
danger especially as they 

ROAD SAFETY BUREAU LAUNCHED

The new bureau will conduct safety camera deployments at 
nominated sites across the county.

are often involved in other 
crimes such as drugs 
offences or driving with-
out a licence.

“Bad driving can have 
devastating conse-
quences for everyone 
involved so we would 
always encourage drivers 
to think twice and just 
slow down.”

Acting Police Victims’ 
Commissioner Steve 
White added: “This is a 
local priority in the Police 
and Crime plan and is 
something I take seri-
ously.

“Speeding is an issue 
that is regularly high-
lighted to us by commu-
nities across Durham and 
Darlington and we are 
determined to take action 
and support of local resi-
dents.”

In preparation for its 
launch, the new unit 
has already identified 
dangerous drivers who 
flaunt speed limits across 
County Durham and Dar-
lington.

For example, on a 
30mph road in Sherburn 
Hill, 59 vehicles were 
speeding within just one 
hour with the highest 
recorded speed being 
51mph.

CLEANER REQUIRED
Part-time cleaner to work 

on new build homes
Must be reliable, flexible 

and hold a driving licence.
12 hours +, £9.72ph

For further details please ring 

07725 206849 or email 
susan_meale@hotmail.co.uk
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THE POPULAR Binches-
ter Roman Fort, history 
attraction has reopened 
after closing due to the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

The Fort is a popular 
summer day out for fam-
ilies and history buffs, 
but as with everything 
else, was forced to closed 
because of the outbreak. 

The site, which includes 
a well-preserved Roman 
fort dating back to 75AD, 
has now reopened to the 
past once again from Sat-
urday 1st August.

Opening times will be 
shorter than usual, every 
day between 10.30am 
and 4pm.

Measures are in place 
for adhering to Govern-
ment guidelines on coro-
navirus. 

The site will offer extra 
facilities for hand sani-
tation, contactless card 
payments, and one-way 
systems. 

BINCHESTER FORT REOPENS

David Mason, principal archaeologist at Durham County 
Council, at Binchester Roman Fort.

David Mason, principal 
archaeologist at Durham 
County Council, said: “We 
are extremely pleased 
to be welcoming visitors 
back to this fascinating 
site. 

“Things will be a little 
different to usual as we 
try and ensure the safety 
of staff and visitors. 

“There will be no re-en-
actment events this sea-
son and we cannot allow 
large groups of people at 
this time. 

“We would ask people 
to keep two metres apart 
from those not in their 
household and wash their 
hands before and after 
their visit. 

“Despite these new 
measures, Binchester 
remains a great day out 
and we will be thrilled to 
welcome people back.”

To find out more or plan 
a visit, go to durham.gov.
uk/binchester.

and only one radiator or 
use an electric storage 
heater.

David Jones is the first 
homeowner to have a gas 
boiler and central heat-
ing installed through the 
fully funded scheme.

Mr Jones, of John 
Street, Easington, said: 
“I am delighted with my 
new central heating sys-
tem, my home is warm 
and comfortable now and 
I’m not worried about the 
cold weather and high 
coal bills anymore”.

Cllr Angela Surtees, the 
council’s Cabinet mem-
ber for Social Inclusion, 
said: “This is a fantas-
tic way for residents to 
have a warmer home and 
lower energy bills. 

“I urge residents to 
apply as soon as possi-
ble as there is a limited 
number of grants avail-
able until November 
2020.”

The Warm Homes Fund 
is supported by Grahame 
Morris, MP for Easington. 

He said: “The Warm 
Homes Fund is an excel-
lent initiative by Durham 
County Council, helping 
vulnerable people to heat 
homes by replacing ineffi-
cient solid fuel or electric 
storage heating systems. 

“I am encouraging resi-
dents to check their eligi-
bility before the scheme 
closes in November.”

For further information, 
or to apply for a Warm 
Homes Grant, residents 
can contact 0800 Repair 
by calling 0808 169 7127.

Further informa-
tion about a variety of 
schemes available to 
help householders make 
their properties more 
energy efficient can be 
found on the council’s 
website at durham. 
gov.uk/housingenergy 
improvements.

RESIDENTS IN County 
Durham are being urged 
to check whether they 
are eligible to receive a 
new gas boiler and cen-
tral heating, which could 
lead to lower energy bills 
and a warmer home.

Durham County Council 
is working in partnership 
with utilities supplier 
E.ON and heating, insu-
lation and renewables 
company 0800 Repair, 
to offer grants of up to 
£6,000 for homeown-
ers on low incomes to 
replace solid fuel or elec-
tric storage heaters.

The Warm Homes Fund 
will install 200 energy 
efficient gas boilers and 
central heating systems 
in homes with an income 
of less than £26,000 or 
which are in receipt of a 
means tested benefit. 

To qualify, applicants 
must currently heat their 
house with solid fuel 

FREE ENERGY EFFICIENT HEATING 
SYSTEMS FOR LOW INCOME HOMES

Cllr Angela Surtees (front left,) Grahame Morris (back left,) David Jones (front centre) with 
representatives of Durham County Council, E.ON and 0800 Repair.

View our vehicles at www.rmhcarsales.com
St Helen Auckland Retail Park, Bishop Auckland, DL14 9TT

07582 570308

Andrew’s Roofing
Chimney Stacks - Ridge Tile 

Repairs - Brickwork Repointed 
- Flat Roofs - Slating & Tiling - 
Felting and Pointing - Guttering 

- Fibre glass flat roofing 
with 20 year guarantee

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

Need to check council 
decisions, boundaries and 

rights of way, or obtain 
copies of baptisms or 

marriage in  
church certificates?

Want to trace your family 
history or find out what life 

was like in your home town?

e. record.office@durham.gov.uk  |  w. durhamrecordoffice.org.uk
03000 267 619

Durham County Council’s Archives Service
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Local leagues, competitions and events...

8

Friday 14th August 2020For more news from Shildon and across South West Durham visit: www.swd.news

in 34 minutes, only to see 
his effort rebound  off the 
post.

Atkinson found Greu-
lich-Smith in behind just 
before half-time, leaving 
him to round Clayton and 
open the scoring.

The hosts doubled their 
lead on the hour when 
Clayton misjudged a 
cross, leaving Michael 
Sweet to tap into an 
empty net.

Substitute Daniel Moore 
increased his side’s 
advantage when his 40 

yard strike found its way 
beyond Clayton.

Shildon scored their 
fourth 15 minutes from 
time, when Dean Thex-
ton ran onto a loose ball 
before slotting home.

Silksworth went close 
when Andy Baxter cut 
inside before sending his 
effort just over the bar.

The home side capped 
their victory late on, when 
Sweet’s cross found 
the head of Moore, who 
guided his header into 
the top corner.

SHILDON PUT five past 
Silksworth CW at Dean 
Street as they maintained 
their winning start to  
pre-season record.

The home side almost 
took the lead in the third 
minute when Billy Greu-
lich-Smith ran onto Zak 
Atkinson’s through ball, 
before taking it round 
Silksworth keeper Joe 
Clayton, however his 
effort was blocked on the 
line.

Josh Winthrop nearly 
gave the visitors the lead 

RAILWAYMEN ROMP TO FRIENDLY WIN
Player-manager, Daniel Moore guides his header into the top corner to round off a 
comprehensive 5-0 friendly win against Silksworth CW. Image and report: shildonafc.com

SHILDON AFC Support-
ers Club will provide fans 
with four opportunities 
to renew or become new 
members of the Support-
ers Club this year. 

Members can visit the 
football ground club-
house where a one-way 
system will ensure safe 
renewal. 

Members must wear a 
mask and will be required 
to sign in so that the 
club can fulfill its Track & 
Trace obligations.

Entry will be by the main 
door, with exit through 
the fire exit door. The bar 

will be open should any-
one care for a resfresh-
ment while visiting. 

Renewal will be availa-
ble from 7pm until 9pm 
on Friday 21st August, 
Wednesday 26th August 
and Friday 25th Septem-
ber, and also on Sunday 
6th September from 
10.30am until 12 noon. 

Prices remain the same 
at £3 adults, £1 U18s and 
for lifetime membership 
for Over 65s. Current 
lifetime members must 
still renew to receive 
this year’s membership 
stamp. 

SUPPORTERS CLUB RENEWALSSHILDON RAILWAY 
Cricket Club crashed out 
of the Ken Welsh Cup at 
the semi-final stage last 
midweek when they were 
taught a severe lesson 
by a rampant Richmond 
side. 

Batting first, Shildon 
were quickly in trouble 
as four of the top six 
batsmen were dismissed 
without troubling the 
scorers. 

Dan Swires (39) and 
Rob Nevison (40) res-
cued the innings, taking 
the score from 4 for 3 to 
87 for 4 and the 20 overs 
saw Shildon reach a total 
of 118 for 9. 

In reply, the home side 
eased to an emphatic 
win, making 121 without 
losing a wicket in less 
than 15 overs. 

Again, weaknesses in 
the team’s batting were 
exposed and the team 
worked to improve ahead 
of the weekend league 
fixture at Wolviston.

However, there was little 
opportunity for the bats-
men in the Darlington 
Building Society North 
Yorks & South Durham 
Premier Cricket League 
Division 3 fixture as, with 
the hosts batting first, 
Shildon’s bowlers proved 
to be on song. 

Veteran Phil Garbutt (3 
for 8), Shane Rowley (3 
for 15) and Rob Nevison 
(2 for 3) made sure that 
Wolviston were back in 
the pavilion for an early 
tea, dismissing the side 
for only 65 runs. 

Lloyd Horner (27 not 
out) and Michael Lumley 
(20 not out) steered Shil-
don to a win by 8 wickets.

Shildon can now con-
centrate on the remaining 
league fixtures starting 
away to Norton on Satur-
day (15th). 

The club then faces 
three consecutive home 
matches on 22nd, 29th 
and 31st August.

CRICKETERS FALL AT SEMI-FINALS

THE VIRTUAL Great North 
Run will see runners all 
over the world complete 
13.1 miles on 13th Sep-
tember, the day the 40th 
staging of the iconic half 
marathon was scheduled 
to take place.

Working with app pro-
vider viRace, organisers 
have created a unique 
running experience that 
uses iconic sounds from 
the event to take the run-
ner on a Great North Run 
journey on their doorstep.

The app will highlight 
popular course features, 
provide distance updates 
and play motivational 
messages through the 
runners’ headphones as 
they take on the chal-
lenge anywhere in the 
world.

The Virtual Great North 
Run is free to enter and 
open to everyone, regard-
less of whether they had 
a place in this year’s 

GNR GOES VIRTUAL
This year’s Great North Run will take place by App

event, and participants 
are encouraged to raise 
money for charity.

Paul Foster, chief exec-
utive of The Great Run 
Company, said: “There 
will be no physical Great 
North Run in 2020, so we 
decided that since we 
can’t do it together, we 
will bring it to your door-
step instead.

“We really wanted to 
provide an experience as 
close as possible to the 
real thing. We’ve been 
working hard behind the 
scenes to provide partici-
pants with a virtual audio 
and running experience 
featuring Great North 
Run sounds that runners 
and spectators know and 
love… and we’ve thrown in 
a few surprises too.”

Virtual Great North Run 
entries will open on Mon-
day 3rd August at 10am 
– enter at greatrun.org/
north.


