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4’ 6” DOUBLE DIVAN
With Two Drawers 
FREE Headboard 
FREE Delivery
 
Limited OfferPark right outside our showroom and shop at your leisure!
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Free Delivery

Electric Adjustable  
Bed Ranges

FROM 
£599 £399

now
£299

BEDROOM FURNITURE

THE CRIER is delighted  to 
be back up and running, 
four months after our last 
printed issue. 

During this time we were 
unable to print and deliver 
your weekly community 
newspaper due to the 
nationwide lockdown and 
the need to protect our 
delivery team.

We still aren’t com-
pletely back to normal, 
however, as the need to 
protect vulnerable family 
members and childcare 
needs mean the majority 
of the team will be work-
ing from home for the 
time being.

Our office in Civic Hall 
Square also remains 
closed to the public for 
the time-being.

Editor, Steph Bennett 
said: “All obstacles aside, 
we are delighted to be 
able to provide residents 
with their weekly dose of 
local news once again. 

“Throughout the lock-
down I have heard count-
less stories of residents 
rallying together, and 
individuals and organi-
sations across our com-
munity who have shown 
themselves to be genuine 
heroes with the support 
they have provided to vul-

nerable people. 
“It was frustrating for us 

that we couldn’t share all 
of these fantastic uplift-
ing stories of kindness 
with the wider commu-
nity.

“That’s why we are urg-
ing you all to get in touch 
now. Let us know what 
you, or someone you 
know, has done to sup-
port your local commu-
nity. 

“Whether it be deliver-
ing food to vulnerable 
residents, taking up a 
fundraising challenge or a 
business that’s gone out 
of its way to help; what-

ever it is, we want to hear 
about it.”

While the local librar-
ies and the office remain 
closed to the public, you 
can still contact us with 
your stories and your 
classified messages, by 
emailing us at crier@swd.
news. 

You can also message 
us on Facebook by visit-
ing our page there, or if 
you don’t have access to 
social media or email and 
wish to submit a classi-
fied, you can call Jeff on 
07909 992731 who will 
take your message over 
the phone.

WE’RE BACK FOR THE NEXT CHAPTER!

“we are 
introducing a 
strict cleaning 
regime and 
will have extra 
staff on hand...

PEOPLE IN Shildon will be 
able to resume their fitness 
regimes later this month as 
the town’s Leisure Centre 
reopens.

Durham County Council 
will begin a phased reo-
pening of its indoor leisure 
facilities from Monday, 27th 
July, in line with the easing 
of lockdown restrictions 
across the country and in 
accordance with social dis-
tancing measures.

Initially, only gyms and 
fitness classes will return, 
with further services being 
reinstated when it is possi-
ble to ensure they are pro-
vided safely and in a way 
that fully complies with gov-
ernment guidance.

All sessions will need to 
be booked in advance.

Cllr Carl Marshall, Dur-
ham County Council’s Cab-
inet member for economic 
regeneration, said: “We are 
delighted at the prospect 
of being able to welcome 
people back to our leisure 
centres.

TOWN’S LEISURE 
CENTRE SET 
TO REOPEN

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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Support your local 
community newspaper 

by mentioning the 
Shildon Town Crier 
when contacting 

advertisers.
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South West Durham News 

3-4 First Floor Offices 
Shildon Town Council
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Shildon  DL4 1AH

Editorial:
01388 775896

Advertising:
07909 992731

Email: 
crier@swd.news

Online:
www.swd.news/crier

SEND US YOUR STORIES

If you have a story you 
would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
We are especially 
interested in good

news, be it personal 
achievements, local 

fundraising, community 
service or any other 

positive stories. Call us 
on 01388 775896 or 

email crier@swd.news

DISCLAIMER

Shildon & District Town 
Crier cannot be

held responsible for 
advertisers offering
goods or services. 

As a general rule we would
advise anyone not to 
part with any money

until an order has been 
completed to your
full satisfaction. 

All information is correct,
to the best of our 

knowledge, at the time of
printing. 

Shildon & District Town 
Crier accepts articles in

good faith and takes 
no responsibility for

errors and/or omissions.

You can read our 
sister papers online:

www.swd.news/chapter

SPENNYMOOR
NEWS

www.swd.news/spenny

www.swd.news/bishop

Need to contact The Crier  
about a Classified?

E: crier@swd.news

Pass + 
Driving School
30 years experience
High Pass RAte

** Special Offer **
4 lessons only £40

Call Ian on

07989 802481

Andrew’s Roofing
Chimney Stacks - Ridge Tile 

Repairs - Brickwork Repointed 
- Flat Roofs - Slating & Tiling - 
Felting and Pointing - Guttering 

- Fibre glass flat roofing 
with 20 year guarantee

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

Chiropodist / 
Podiatrist

(Mobile)
HCPC Registered

Fully Insured
Available for home visits

General Foot Care 
Ingrowing Toe Nails | Nail 
Cuts | Verrucae | Corns | 

Fungal Nail | Callus Removal

07980 990 172 NOTICE OF INTENTION TO 
DISPOSE OF OPEN SPACE

Notice is hereby given that Durham County Council proposes 
to dispose of: 

• 1078.46m² or thereabouts of land at The Courts, 
Shildon 

A plan showing the area concerned may be inspected at the 
offices of Corporate Property and Land, County Hall, Durham, 
DH1 5UL.

By virtue of Section 123 of the Local Government Act 1972 
(as amended) the County Council is required to give formal 
notice of its intention to dispose of Open Space and consider 
any objections to the proposed disposal.

Any representations or objections to the disposal should be 
made in writing to the Head of Legal and Democratic Services 
at the address below or by emailing highways.orders@
durham.gov.uk before the 21st August 2020 and should state 
the grounds for objection.

Dated this 24th July 2020

Helen Lynch
Head of Legal and Democratic Services

County Hall Durham

SMALL JOBS EXPERT
LOCAL PLUMBER 

CALL JOE FOR A FREE  
QUOTATION AND  

NO CALL OUT CHARGE ON 

UNDERTAKING ALL THE 
SMALL JOBS THAT BIG 

COMPANIES DON’T WANT 
FROM DRIPPING TAPS TO 

BROKEN TOILETS

07535 362591

GUTTER 
CLEANING

Gutters & Downpipes Cleaned
No Ladders Used

Soffits, fascias & 
conservatories cleaned

Gutters repaired and/or renewed

07519 376870
(local)

“A PRISM by which we 
can view the struggles, 
triumphs and extraordi-
nary stories of ordinary 
Shildon people,” is how  
local author, Mia Thomas 
describes the latest book 
in their Shildon series. 

The content ranges 
largely from around 1850 
to 1900. However, there 
is also a nostalgic look 
back at Shildon in the 
year 1986, courtesy of 
award winning photogra-
pher, Janine Wiedel, who 
visited Shildon shortly 
after the closure of the 
Wagon Works and cap-

NEW BOOK FROM LOCAL AUTHOR
The front cover of the latest offering by Mia Thomas.

tured rather candidly the 
mood and atmosphere 
of a crestfallen town, still 
reeling from the severe 
blow it had been dealt 
only two years previously. 

The book includes over 
90 images covering dif-
ferent aspects of the 
town, including shops, 
cafes, street scenes and 
of course, pubs. 

“All in all, the book is 
an insightful, no holds 
barred study of our pre-
decessors, says Thomas.

The book, priced £13, is 
available in the town at 
various outlets.

Denty’sDenty’s
27-29 Church Street, Shildon

(Opposite The Red Lion)
We have a wide range of clothing for 

all ages, from newborn to elderly.
Perfumes, Aftershave, Shoes & more

Please call in! New stocks arriving daily

Find us on Facebook

Classifieds
All about local people ...

In Memoriam

Classifieds
Classifieds cost 42p per word + 
£7.20 for an optional photograph. 
For more information call 07909 
992731or email crier@swd.news.

Doreen Brown

Our love always,
Trish & Matt

Very sadly missed Mam.
Life just isn’t the same 

without the bright 
inspiration and happiness 

in our lives.

In loving memory of

23rd July 2018

Also, sadly missed Dad, 
Ronald Brown

Acknowledgements
Mr Denis Kitching’s funeral 
donation of £156 was much 
appreciated by One Wish 
Lottery Bishop Auckland.
Thank you.

Passed Away

Seymour

Due to current restrictions 
a private family service 
will be held at Durham 

Crematorium.

It is with great sadness we 
announce the passing of 
John Seymour at James 
Cook hospital on 17th 

July.

Dearly loved husband 
to the late Joyce. 

Loving father to Paul. 
Grandfather of Liam, 

Zak and Beau. Cherished 
brother of Pat, Judy, Mark 

and brother-in-law of 
Olive, Colin, Harry and 

Alyson. A dear uncle and 
good friend to many.
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“We used all of our skills 
and systems to enable 
people to access free 
technical support up to 
11pm, 7 days a week, gave 
free priority repairs to key 
workers, and assisted with 
home schooling systems. 

“We liaised with educa-
tional centres and staff to 
resurrect old technology 
to cope with the demand 
for online services. We 
have donated computers 
and set up full computer 
technology suites to local 
mental health care facil-
ities, which do amazing 
work caring for the most 
vulnerable of people. 

“We have helped sup-
port local essential busi-
nesses and we gave away 
£500 worth of £5 Ama-
zon gift vouchers during 
lockdown to anyone who 
wanted one, just to have 
a break, buy a book, rent 
a movie to watch with the 
family, play a game or just 
to treat themselves. 

“It was a great success 
and served to give people 
that little bit of hope in an 
utterly bleak situation.

“We currently still give 
up our Sundays, which is  
normally our only day off, 
to refurbish more laptops 
ready for use the follow-
ing Monday. 

“We have had a great 
amount of donations of 
old technology from the 
local community, both pri-
vate and commercial and 
we would personally like 
to thank everyone for the 
support and donations 

they have given in order to 
keep this going.”

The company has also 
set up “EZ-Tech Safe-
Space”; a free Wi-Fi net-
work that surrounds the 
shop. It is an open and 
free to use Wi-Fi network 
designed to allow anyone 
to use who may be hav-
ing difficulty contacting a 
loved one, or who may feel 
vulnerable to get a mes-
sage out via the internet 
to ask for help or advice. 

“We plan on asking the 
local council to consider 
helping us extend this 
network through the town 
in order to keep people 
safe,” continued Christo-
pher.

The scheme is active in 
parts of the country and 
local business owners 
have already shown inter-
est in helping to extend 
this network.

Chris went on to say: 
“While investment in 
infrastructure is impor-
tant, investment in people 
is paramount. And the 
local community is worth 
the investment.

“We thoroughly believe 
that customer service is 
the most important thing 
in the world to a local 
business. We have 100% 
reviews on Facebook and 
other social media simply 
because of the time we 
invest in people.

“We would like to thank 
everyone for their help, 
support and the generous 
donations of old technol-
ogy.”

A SHILDON business has 
supported the most vul-
nerable people in the com-
munity during lockdown 
by donating almost 100 
computers and tablets. 

EZ-Tech, on Church 
Street, is still a relatively 
new business, and the 
fact that they managed 
to stay open to the public 
throughout the lockdown 
period was in itself a tre-
mendous achievement, 
creating numerous safe-
guards in the store before 
any official guidance was 
even put into place.

But not only were their 
services available for 
those who needed them, 
the business also refur-
bished and gave away 72 
laptops and 25 tablets to 
those who needed them 
for education purposes, or 
to simply stay connected 
with their loved ones. 

Proprietor, Christopher 
Kenney, who runs the busi-
ness with his wife Maggie 
said: “Our business is still 
very young, but despite 
this we have dedicated 
ourselves and used the 
full resources of our new 
business to help those 
who needed it the most; 
the community. 

“The local community 
is one of the strongest 
we have ever seen, and 
although many were 
struggling through lock-
down, we knew we could 
use our skills to help keep 
the most vulnerable peo-
ple in our community con-
nected.

EASY TECH FOR COVID CONNECTIONS
EZ-Tech, the new business in Shildon’s Church Street has donated almost 100 laptops or 
tablets to vulnerable and isolated people during lockdown.

AFTER 119 days of lock-
down, Locomotion in 
Shildon has announced 
plans to reopen to the 
public this summer. 

The museum will reo-
pen on Tuesday 28th July 
after undergoing a rig-
orous cleaning regime. 
Additional site-wide 
cleaning will continue to 
take place each day. 

Visitors will be encour-
aged to observe social 
distancing measures and 
the wearing of facemasks 
will be recommended.

In a significant change 
designed to keep the 
sites safe and com-
fortable, visitors will be 
required to book a timed 
slot in advance. Tickets 
will be free and available 
from the museum web-
site, but overall visitor 
numbers will be limited 
each day to avoid over-
crowding. 

The site will begin with 
a phased reopening, ini-
tially on a limited num-
ber of days each week, 
before a gradual return to 
daily opening. 

The main collection 
building, which features 
more than 40 historic 
rail vehicles, will open 
from 28th July. The café 
will also reopen with a 
limited capacity, serving 
a reduced menu. The 
model railway, steam 
rides and cab access will 
return at a later date. 

A one-way system will 
be in operation to ensure 
visitors can observe safe 
social distancing.

Demonstrations of 

Rowland Emett’s popu-
lar mechanical sculpture 
‘A Quiet Afternoon in the 
Cloud Cuckoo Valley’ 
will increase, to be held 
hourly. 

Judith McNicol, Director 
of the National Railway 
Museum at York, which 
will also be re-opening to 
the public said: “We know 
that our sites – with their 
large, open buildings, 
outdoor spaces and car 
parking, can be great 
places for people to 
begin to re-engage with 
culture with confidence. 
We are cautiously reo-
pening in stages at both 
museums, to ensure the 
safety of our guests and 
colleagues. 

“At Locomotion and 
the National Railway 
Museum, we have dra-
matically enhanced 
our cleaning processes 
and introduced practi-
cal measures to allow 
visitors to maintain 
social distancing whilst 
enjoying the best of our 
collection. Although 
visitors may notice 
a few changes when 
they return, they can be 
assured of a warm wel-
come and the chance 
to enjoy our unrivalled 
collection of railway and 
engineering achieve-
ments.”  

Prior to the Covid-19 
pandemic, Locomotion 
welcomed more than 
200,000 visitors each 
year. 

To book a free ticket for 
the museum, visit: www.
locomotion.org.uk.

FULL STEAM AHEAD 
FOR LOCOMOTION

Shildon Stores
36 Redworth Road,  Shildon

Stocking a wide range of spirits, 
wines, beers, groceries, confectionery 
& frozen foods, plus a wide range of 

vaping and smoking accessories

Exclusive range of American 
candy, chocolates & soft drinks

We are open 7 days a week, 8am-9pm
Follow us on Facebook & Instagram
shildon stores mrveescornershop
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DURHAM COUNTY coun-
cil’s Health and Wellbeing 
Board has outlined and 
approved a coronavirus 
outbreak control plan for 
County Durham. 

As part of measures 
to control the spread 
of coronavirus, all local 
authorities are required by 
government to produce a 
COVID-19 Local Outbreak 
Control Plan in order to 
protect the health of local 
residents in the event of 
any further transmission 
of the virus as lockdown 
is eased.

Representatives from a 
range of local health bod-
ies and wider partners 
have now met as part of 
County Durham’s Health 
and Wellbeing Board to 
discuss the county’s out-
break control plan. 

Members of the board 
include Durham County 
Council’s cabinet mem-
bers for adult and health 
services, safer commu-
nities, and children and 

young people’s services, 
as well as representatives 
from the region’s Clinical 
Commissioning Groups 
(CCGs), North East NHS 
Foundation Trusts, County 
Durham’s Office for 
Police, Crime and Victims 
Commissioner (PCVC) 
and County Durham and 
Darlington Fire Service. 

The Health and Wellbe-
ing Board is a member-led, 
local engagement board 
that is working to coordi-
nate and manage preven-
tion of the further spread 
of coronavirus, support 
local communities to 
understand issues related 
to the virus, provide a 
forum for the public to ask 
questions about the virus 
and outline how recovery 
is planned at a local level.

The COVID-19 Local Out-
break Control Plan’s key 
objectives include the pro-
vision of clear prevention 
measures to the public, the 
rapid detection of any out-
breaks, controlling onward 

transmission of the virus, 
providing support to peo-
ple who need to self-iso-
late, and developing and 
applying intelligence on 
the virus to anticipate and 
control local outbreaks.

On 22nd May, the gov-
ernment announced 
£300m additional funding 
for local authorities to 
develop and action their 
plans in their area, as part 
of the launch of the wider 
NHS Test and Trace Ser-
vice.

As part of this, Durham 
County Council is due to 
receive £4.498m. This 
funding will enable the 
council and its partners 
to develop and implement 
its tailored local coronavi-
rus outbreak control plans 
through, for example, 
funding the recruitment 
of additional staff where 
required. 

A proposal to create a 
dedicated local outbreak 
control team has been 
put forward which will 

consist of experts from 
public health, community 
protection, communica-
tions, intelligence, the Civil 
Contingencies Unit, and 
human resources. The 
funding will cover capacity, 
contingency, community 
engagement and support 
to any local outbreaks.

A range of key settings 
have been identified 
where a local outbreak 
control team may be nec-
essary, such as commu-
nity spaces, workplaces, 
care homes, educational 
settings and prisons. The 
team would have a lead 
officer and key staff to 
work collectively on an 
outbreak if called. 

As part of the COVID-19 
Local Outbreak Control 
Plan, standard health pro-
tection operating proce-
dures are being applied 
which have been devel-
oped by Public Health Eng-
land’s Health Protection 
Team and adjusted locally. 
Advice cards are also 

CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK PLAN 
APPROVED FOR COUNTY DURHAM

being developed and pos-
sible scenarios are being 
tested for each identified 
setting to enable planning 
for potential further out-
breaks.

Cllr Lucy Hovvels MBE, 
Durham County Council’s 
Cabinet member for adult 
and health services and 
chair of the Health and 
Wellbeing Board, said: 
“Meanwhile, it is still vital 
that members of the pub-
lic continue to follow the 
guidance set out by the 
government and the pub-
lic health advice, such as 
washing hands regularly, 
remaining two metres 
apart and self-isolating if 
anyone in your household 
develops symptoms of the 
virus. This is a collective 
effort to ensure we can all 
protect ourselves and oth-
ers from coronavirus.”

For more information 
about the council’s local 
outbreak control plan, 
visit www.durham.gov.
uk/covid19controlplan.

CAR BOOT SALE
To be held on 

Land at Rosemount Road,
South Church, Bishop Auckland,

Co. Durham. DL14 6SY
(Road B6282, just off the A688)

Every FRIDAY
*********************** 

Public Entry from 12.00 noon
Adults - 50p per person

Children under 14 yrs free  
(must be accompanied by adult)
Free Car Parking on Field

*********************** 
Sellers:

Car - £7.00,
Van from £7.00

Gates open from 11.00 am
***************************

Covid guidelines to be followed
Please have the correct money

For further information
Telephone 07900 460068

House To Rent
(Ex Showhouse) in Bishop Auckland
4 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms, 2 Receptions,
Downstairs Cloakroom, Lawned Gardens.

£595 pcm or any reasonable offer
1st month free if immediate let.

Prefer over 23 years of age with a good 
credit history & references.

Tel: 01434 633233 / 632300
Mob: 07860 653 166

PROPERTY WEBSITE 
Zoopla has revealed 
that Shildon is the most 
affordable town in which 
to buy a property in the 
UK. 

The website analysed 
average property prices 
and average earning 
in more than 1,000 UK 
towns to show a price-
to-earnings ratio - the 
amount of average sal-
aries it would take to 
afford a property in each 
town.

They claim that Shildon 
is the most affordable 
town in the UK with an 
average property price of 

£60,000.
Cumnock in East Ayr-

shire was a close seconf, 
while nearby Ferryhill - 
where the average price 
of a home is £70,000, 
came in third.

Fellow County Durham 
towns Peterlee and Stan-
ley also made it into the 
top ten. 

Tom Parker, consumer 
expert at Zoopla said: 
“With the UK housing 
market opening up again, 
we know, now more than 
ever, that it’s important 
for buyers or potential 
buyers to know where 
they can get the most for 
their money when pur-
chasing a property.”

SHILDON TOPS ‘AFFORDABLE 
HOMES’ LIST

Self-employed? 
I can complete your ... 

✓ Financial accounts 
✓ Tax return 
./ VAT return 

./ Payroll 
For a free, no obligation 

quote call 07922692989 today 
or email 

sarah@rileyaccountancy.co.uk 

rileyaccountancy.co.uk 
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men’s Club despite insist-
ing that he was the turn 
– “they all say that,” said 
the doorman – and how 
Peters and Lee, No 1 in 
1972, played the GR Club 
for £15 between them.

Owned by George Reyn-
olds, the GR Club was at 
the bottom of Main Street 
– formerly the Snow-
plough Hall and now an 
Indian restaurant. Mike 
recalls walking home 
from Tindale Crescent 
late one night when a bat-
tered Thames van pulled 
up alongside.

The driver, a chap in 
dark glasses, sought 
directions to the club. 
Mike said he’d be pass-
ing in in a couple of miles 
and was invited to hop in. 
The driver was an attrac-
tive young lady. Soon 
it transpired that they 
really were the double act 
who’d hit No 1 a couple 
of weeks earlier but who 
George had booked for 
buttons a few months 
earlier.

Familiar leather hat on 
his head, GR paced out-
side the eponymous club, 
told them they were late 
and was generally pretty 
ungrateful. Lenny Peters, 
who was blind, told him 

that they’d kept their side 
of the bargain and won-
dered if they might have a 
bit more than the footling 
fee they’d been promised.

George pulled out a bit 
of paper. “What’s it say 
on there?” he demanded. 

“Fifteen pounds, Mr 
Reybolds” said Lenny 
Peters.

“Then fifteen quid’s 
what you’re getting,” said 
George. 

Mike Amos is one of 
male twins, born in 1946 
in the Hardwick Hall 
maternity hospital in 
Sedgefield and raised in 
Albert Street, just below 
the King William. Sir John 
Harrison was another 
Albert Street boy, Mike 
recalls – born there in 
1860 and after emigrating 
with his parents becom-
ing a leading architect 
and national celebrity in 
Australia.

Mike and his brother 
Dave attended Timothy 
Hackworth junior mixed 
and infants, were taught 
for three years by Tom 
Coates in a class of 50 – 
47 of whom passed the 
11+ and headed for gram-
mar school in Bishop 
Auckland.

On his first day in the 

VETERAN NORTH-EAST 
journalist Mike Amos 
– Shildon lad and very 
proud of it – has written a 
390-page autobiography 
chronicling his 55 years 
in journalism, almost all 
on the Northern Echo. 

The launch was set to 
take place at Shildon FC’s 
Dean Street ground but 
has had to be called off 
because of the coronavi-
rus pandemic. 

Titled Unconsidered 
Trifles, the book over-
flows with anecdotes 
of local lads from safe 
blower George Reynolds 
to television star George 
Romaines, and from 
much-loved entertainer 
Bert Trussler to LibDem 
councillor Tommy Taylor, 
who ended up in hospital 
after a colleague at the 
Wagon Works acciden-
tally caught his elbow 
while Tom was cleaning 
wax from his ear with a 
matchstick.

The doctor at Darlington 
Memorial really did ask if 
he’d enjoyed the match.

Unconsidered Trifles 
also recounts how 
chart-topping American 
singer Del Shannon was 
turned away from a sold-
out Shildon Working-

UNCONSIDERED TRIFLES - MEMORIES  
OF A JOBBING JOURNALIST

One of the region’s most popular journalists, Mike Amos has published his autobiography.

infants he also met 
Mike Armitage, later to 
become a long-serving 
secretary of Shildon 
Football Club and a much 
respected member of 
the national FA Council. 
The two remained best 
friends from that nervous 
first day at school until 
Mike Armitage’s death, 
aged 60. 

Without help from the 
dole office in Main Street, 
Mike Amos began in 
newspapers after A-lev-
els, a £9 1s 6d a week jun-
ior reporter in the Bishop 
Auckland office of the 
Northern Despatch, sister 
paper to the Echo. By his 
early 20s he was also an 
Independent member of 
Shildon Urban District 
Council and church-
warden, church council 
secretary and parish 
newspaper editor at St 
John’s. 

The book also records 
that, after O-levels, the 
church youth club went 
on a holiday – organised 
by Geoff Clarkson, the 
curate – to Biarritz, the 
millionaires’ playground 
on the French Riviera. 
Perhaps wisely, it doesn’t 
go into too much more 
detail.

He left Shildon at 26, 
has long lived at Middle-
ton Tyas, near Scotch 
Corner, but frequently 
returns for a beer and a 
game of dominoes with 
old friends and to watch 
the football team. For 20 
years he was also chair-
man of the Northern 
League, with almost his 
last formal duty in that 
role to present the league 
championship trophy to 
the Ralwaymen in 2016 – 
the club’s first title since 
1939.

He was seven times 
named North-East 
Journalist of the Year 
between 1988-2005, won 
three national  awards 
for his Backtrack sports 
column, was appointed 
MBE in 2006 for services 
to journalism in North-
East England – an award 
presented by the Queen 
herself – and was an 
inaugural member of the 
Provincial Journalism 
Hall of Fame. 

Unconsidered Trifles, 
comprehensively and 
nostalgically illustrated, 
was completed after his 
redundancy from the 
Echo in December 2019. 

Though the book affec-
tionately embraces the 
entire North-East, many 
other Shildon stories 
include:

*The blizzard week-
end in March 1983 when 
many guests at the Shil-
don police dinner/dance 
at the Civic Hall had to 
stay overnight on the 
floor.

*The curate who slept 
in – for evensong. 

*The late night taxi 
driver summoned to the 
Timothy Hackworth who 
spent an hour outside the 
museum before realising 
that Mike meant the pub.

*The occasion that 
Mike was put on a fizzer 
at Old Shildon WMC – 
and what happened next.

*The unforgettable day 
out with Mike Hardy and 
the Shildon Countryside 
Movement to a pro-hunt-
ing protest march in Lon-
don.

*The former wagon 
works employee who at 
100 became Britain’s old-
est active sportsman. 

*Memories of PC Tom 
Trebilcock, the best 
known police officer in 
the town. 

*Why the back street 
behind the family home 
was the most popular 
kids’ football pitch in 
Shildon.

*How long serving 
councillor Walter Nunn 
passed the journey from 
the district council head-
quarters in Spennymoor 
to County Hall in Durham. 

*The Shildon lad who 
took charge of the fire-
works for the Queen’s 
golden jubilee at Buck-
ingham Palace – and 
other pyrotechnics 
around the world.

Sub-titled “Memories 
of a jobbing journalist”, 
Unconsidered Trifles 
costs £10 softback, plus 
£3.20 postage and £22 
hardback, plus £3.80 
postage. 

Essential reading for 
townsfolk past and pres-
ent, it’s available from 
Mike Amos at 8 Oak-
fields, Middleton Tyas, 
Richmond, North York-
shire DL10 6SD or via 
Amazon. Further details, 
including information 
on online payment, can 
be acquired by emailing 
mikeamos81@aol.com. 

Cheques should be 
made payable to Mike 
Amos. 
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BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 

factory and saveFREE

to make wonderful crea-
tures inspired by the cre-
ative possibilities season.

The workshop will form 
part of a Storymakers 
activity and families will 
have the chance to create 
their own story, starring 
their very own characters. 

The activity video will be 
launched on 3rd August 
and is available to be sent  
by email, all you need to 
do is visit Greenfield Arts’ 
website to sign-up for 
the activity www.green-

field-arts.co.uk.  
You will also be able to 

access a free storymak-
ers app via itunes to con-
tinue your creative mak-
ing during the summer.

For more information 
about the holiday ses-
sions, if you would like 
to join a mailing list or 
find out more about 
Greenfields Arts full 
programme, visit www.
greenfield-arts.co.uk, 
or email info@green-
field-arts.co.uk.

GREENFIELD ARTS are 
delighted to continue 
their offer of free family 
focused holiday sessions 
during the summer holi-
days. 

This season, holiday 
activities will be available 
to access from home as 
services venture online 
with artist Jilly Johnston.  

Jilly will be getting 
hands on to help you get 
creative at home with 
your family. She will be 
connecting with families 

SUMMER ACTIVITIES AT 
GREENFIELD ARTS

Download the free storymakers app to continue your creative making this summer. 

“The current public health 
and social distancing 
measures, coupled with 
the challenge of reopening 
our centres after a lengthy 
closure, makes it difficult 
to reinstate all services 
straight away. However, I’m 
sure people will be pleased 
to see our gyms reopen and 
our fitness classes return, 
and we will be working to 
reopen other services as 
soon as we are able.

“We appreciate that some 
people may feel apprehen-
sive about returning to lei-
sure centres at the moment, 
but we are working incredi-
bly hard to ensure they pro-
vide a safe environment for 
everyone, including visitors 
and staff, and that we min-
imise the risk of the spread 

of coronavirus.
“As well as taking steps 

to ensure people are able 
to social distance in all 
areas of the centre, we are 
introducing a strict cleaning 
regime and will have extra 
staff on hand to make sure 
everything runs smoothly.”

Gym facilities and fitness 
classes will open in phases 
over the course of the week, 
beginning on Monday, 27th 
July with Newton Aycliffe, 
Freeman’s Quay, the Louisa 
Centre in Stanley, Spenn-
ymoor and Abbey Leisure 
Centre, Durham.

This will be followed by 
Woodhouse Close, Con-
sett and Meadowfield on 
Wednesday, 29th July.

Shildon leisure centre 
will also open on Wednes-
day 29th July, with fitness 
classes restarting on Friday, 

31st July.
All centres will then return 

to seven day opening, but 
with only gym and fitness 
classes available. 

Safety measures at all 
sites will include the repo-
sitioning of gym equipment 
to accommodate social 
distancing, limited num-
bers and movement during 
classes and additional hand 
sanitiser stations. Signage 
has also been installed to 
help people move around 
the centres in a safe way.

All sessions will need 
to be booked in advance 
for the foreseeable future, 
either online or over the 
phone. Bookings will be 
taken from Thursday 23rd 
July onwards.

For more information, 
visit www.durham.gov.uk/
leisure.

GYM FACILITIES TO REOPEN
FROM PAGE 1

S H I LD O N
M OTO R   C O M PA N Y

WE HAVE MOVED TO LARGER PREMISES!
ONLY MINUTES FROM THE A1M, Junction 60 and A689. Nav, L17 9DE

●FIN A NCE SPECIA LIST
●WE BU Y CA RS FO R CASH

●WA RR A NT Y PROVIDED
●A A A PPROV ED DE A LER

●PA RT E XCH A NG E WELCO M E

Mainsforth Road, Ferryhill
Co Durham, DL17 9DE
Tel: 01740 652266
Email: info@shildonmotorco.co.uk
www.shildonmotorco.co.uk

● ZERO DEPOSIT FINANCE

● APPLY DIRECT

● SUIT YOUR BUDGET

● WE LIKE TO SAY... YES

RESIDENTS AT Holly 
Lodge Care Home on 
Maddison Street, Shildon, 
were delighted to wel-
come Elvis to the building 
recently. The residents 
thoroughly enjoyed sing-
ing along and having a 

ELVIS IS OUTSIDE THE BUILDING!

Elvis performed for the residents at Holly Lodge from a safe 
distance outside the building.

dance to the well-known 
songs.

“We were pleased the 
rain held off as Elvis held 
his performance outside,” 
said a spokesperson, 
adding, “even passers-by 
joined with in the singing.”

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

NEED A VAN?

JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280
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HUMBLES GARAGE
01388 778070  |  07778 117 778

1 ROBSON STREET SHILDON, DL4 1EB

WE ARE NOW CLOSED ON SATURDAYS

MOTs - MOTORBIKES, 
CARS AND VANS

SERVICING
TYRES

EXHAUSTS

mented with.
“So I chose to explore 

this idea too”, she said. 
“This image was just one 
of my favourite images 
from this shoot after edit-
ing, as it was well-com-
posed with the objects 
placed round my sister’s 
head and the colour of 
the flowers used make 
the image more interest-
ing.

“White is considered 
to be the colour associ-
ated with perfection but 
the floral accents used 
in this image disregard 
this by adding an imper-
fect saturated sense 
of life. The idea behind 
the image was to have a 
dreamy atmosphere to 
create a simple image 
that encompassed life’s 
imperfections frozen in 
time.”

Lauren said she was 
pleasantly shocked when 
she learned about the 
shortlisting.

“I never expected to be a 
finalist as I entered to get 
experience of what the 
briefs were looking for. 

“Receiving the email I 
almost didn’t believe it as 
something like this has 
never happened to me 
before but I was happy 
that people were going to 
be able to see my work.

She added: “In the 
future I would love to be 
able to own my business 
or work in a magazine.

“My advice to anyone 
studying photography 
would be to tell them 
to keep shooting all 
the time, try out new 
ideas as you don’t know 
what images you could 
achieve from the shoot.”

LAUREN FLETCHER, 
from Shildon, who is 
studying Photography 
at The Northern School 
of Art, has achieved one 
of the highest accolades 
available to photogra-
phers around the world.

An image by the first 
year BA (Hons) Commer-
cial Photography degree 
student is to feature in 
the prestigious 2020 AOP 
(Association of Photogra-
phers) Awards Book, 
having been selected as 
one of the finalists in the 
category celebrating stu-
dent talent.

The awards from one of 
the world’s most highly 
regarded professional 
photographers’ associa-
tions showcase the best 
in photography amongst 
students and aim to help 
‘provide that all-impor-
tant step up to the pro-
fessional arena’.

By supporting new 
emerging talent, the AOP 
Student Awards are ‘an 
opportunity to get a first 
look at the potential stars 
of tomorrow’.

Lauren’s image fea-
tures in the Finalists’ Gal-
lery in the ‘Things’ cate-
gory which was curated 
by Lee Smith, Creative 
Director of London and 
New York-based market-
ing and creative agency 
Lucky Generals.

She explained that her 
eye-catching shot was 
done after seeing the 
trend of images taken in 
a milk bath being experi-

SHILDON STUDENT’S IMAGE FEATURES 
IN PRESTIGIOUS AWARDS BOOK

The eye-catching milk bath image by Lauren Fletcher that was selected as one of the finalists 
in the 2020 AOP Student Awards.

Talented photography student, Lauren Fletcher.

SHILDON AFC Support-
ers Club has acquired the 
former entrance building 
to Old Shildon WMC as 
their new club shop, giv-
ing them a presence in 
the town’s Main Street. 

Many of the club’s sup-
porters have been help-
ing renovate the building, 
transforming it from its 
semi-derelict state.

The project has come 
with substantial costs, 
from roof repairs to a new 
window, floor, skirting, 
plastering and painting. 

In order to continue 
to finance the project, 
the supporters club has 
launched a gofundme 
campaign. 

Anyone can contribute 
by visiting gofundme.

NEW SUPPORTERS CLUB 
SHOP TAKING SHAPE WITH 
COMMUNITY’S HELP

Former Shildon AFC director and lifelong supporter, Barry 
Murphy visits the new club shop as it begins to take shape.

com and searching for 
“Shildon AFC club shop 
restoration appeal”.

Supporters Club com-
mitte member, Payl Mul-
ley said: “We believe that 
we are the only team at 
our level, or even higher, 
to have a permanent 
shop on the high Street. 

“We aim to open three 
to four days a week to 
sell Shildon AFC mer-
chandise and have set up 
the fundraising page by 
request from people who 
are now back at work but 
wanted to make a finan-
cial contribution.

“We’d like to say thank 
you to everyone who has 
generously helped with 
their time in recent weeks  
and can’t wait to open.”
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Local leagues, competitions and events...
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team spirit and sharing 
the activities with the rest 
of the club”. 

The club even got 
t-shirts printed with the 
slogan Running Through 
Lockdown proudly printed 
on the back.

Later on in May the 
Club members sent in 
individual video clips of 
them doing the “Trainer 
Chuck”. 

These clips were put 
together by coach Drew 
Griffiths and, with some 
clever editing, the full 
video shows a seamless 
trainer being thrown 
across Shildon! 

Vivienne Rudge said, “I 
liked the throwing train-
ers video, although it was 
very tricky trying to catch 
a trainer, throw it on and 
video myself all at the 
same time”. 

The video can be viewed 
on the Shildon Running & 
Athletic Club Facebook 
page.

On 9th June several 
Club members were due 
to take part in the famous 
Blaydon Race. 

Unfortunately all races 
across the UK had been 
cancelled so instead they 

took part in the Virtual 
Blaydon Race. 

The idea of the virtual 
race was to run the full 
5.9 mile race distance on 
the race day, but close 
to home – for those that 

AS PART of the current 
lockdown all running 
clubs had to stop holding 
club meetings and run-
ning in groups was not 
allowed.

This, however, did not 
stop the coaches and 
members of Shildon Run-
ning & Athletic Club from 
continuing to support 
and motivate each other 
online and from a sensi-
ble distance.

In early May, coach 
Drew Griffiths set up a 
team event for the club, 
putting members into 
virtual teams and award-
ing points not just for 
running but for other 
physical activities and 
for more unusual things 
such as drawing a picture 
with your Strava on your 
running route, or taking a 
selfie with a bridge in the 
background! 

Club members used 
their WhatsApp group to 
upload pictures and vid-
eos to gain their points. 

At the end of every week 
drew announced a team 
and individual winner. 
Club member JP Hupin 
said “I loathed the press-
ups but really enjoyed the 

RUNNING & ATHLETIC CLUB RUNS THROUGH LOCKDOWN

Running Club members have been wearing the specially 
printed t-shirts throughout lockdown.

also registered with Blay-
don Race there was an 
opportunity to win a vir-
tual medal. 

Drew Griffiths and Sarah 
Wingfield ran their race in 
Seaham, whilst James 

Ross, Matt Lomax, Chris 
Griffiths, Kevin Thorn-
ton, Ian Rudge, Emma 
Flynn, Si Butterworth, 
Gary Bainbridge, Edelin 
Bulmer, Sue Cook, Hazel 
Johnson and Richard 
Trowles ran the race dis-
tance in Shildon. 

There was strong sup-
port for the runners along 
the route and in typical 
SRAC style a goodie bag 
and beer was waiting for 
the runners on the finish 
line in Hackworth Park.

For those club members 
who sadly had trained for, 
but were unable to take 
part in  various mara-
thons the Summer Sol-
stice gave them a perfect 
opportunity to take part 
in a socially distanced 29 
mile run. 

Sarah Freeman, Drew 
Griffiths, Hazel Johnson, 
Martin Keegan and Sarah 
Wingfield left Shildon at 
9.45pm and arrived in 
Seaham just in time to 
see the sun rise on June 
21st. 

They were supported 
along the way by other 
club members in cars and 
on bikes. 

Hazel Johnson, who is 
Stewardess at the Rail-
way Institute, asked for 
sponsorship to do the 
run and so far has raised 
£760 for the “Save Our 
Stute” campaign.  

On completing the run 
Hazel said, “ Overall it was 
just an amazing expe-
rience. 29 miles in just 
short of seven hours, we 
ran, walked and laughed 
lots along the way.”

In line with the Covid-19 
government guidance, 
Shildon Running & Ath-
letic Club are not cur-
rently holding club night 
runs. 

However, they plan to 
restart as soon as they 
are allowed. Updates will 
be printed in the Shildon 
Crier and posted on their 
Facebook page (search 
for Shildon Running Club 
on Facebook). You can 
also contact the club by 
email at shildonrunning-
club@gmail.com. 

IT IS not very often that 
a cricket team can boast 
that it is undefeated with 
a 100% record mid-way 
through July in any sea-
son, but that is the case 
with Shildon Railway CC. 

Of course, many other 
teams will lay claim to 
this unusual record due 
to the unprecedented 
disruption to the 2020 
season. 

Nationally, cricket got 
underway last week, and 
the Railwaymen kick 
started their season 
with a friendly at their 
home ground in Hack-
worth Road on Tuesday 
evening. 

Haughton, of the Dar-
lington District League, 
proved to be worthy 
opponents and posted 
107 from their 20 overs. 

After a poor start in 
reply, Shildon ran out 
comfortable winners as 
Matthew Brown (31) and 
Chris Young (51 not out) 
steered the side to a sev-
en-wicket win.

Saturday saw the visit 
of Whitby in the Division 3 
Darlington Building Soci-
ety North Yorks & South 
Durham Premier League 
encounter. 

The Hackworth Road 
Ground looked a pretty 
picture as much work has 
been completed during 
recent weeks, club mem-
bers making full use of 
time off from work and 
lack of games to enhance 
the surroundings. 

A good crowd of social 
club members was in 
attendance, making use 
of the new patio areas 

and socially distanced 
seating around the field. 

The weather held and 
developed into a beauti-
ful evening on which to 
watch cricket and enjoy 
a drink. It seemed like life 
was getting back to near 
normal.

Shildon batted first 
and reached 174 for 9 in 
their 40 overs. M.Rob-
erts (50), M.Lumley (48) 
and S.Rowley (21 not out) 
being the leading scor-
ers. 

Whitby’s reply never 
really got going and the 
side was bowled out for 
95. 

Good bowling from 
S.Rowley 4-20, R.Nevison 
2-20 and C.Young 2-16 
ensuring an emphatic 
win for the home side. 

On Friday 24th July 

CRICKET SEASON RETURNS TO SHILDON
Shildon are away to Rock-
cliffe Park in the Ken 
Welsh Cup and if they 
progress Shildon will 
host either Wolviston or 
Norton on the evening of 
Friday 31st July. 

Unfortunately, the Rail-
waymen are without a 
league game on Satur-
day 25th, as Marske have 
withdrawn their side from 
the league for this sea-
son. 

The next league match 
will therefore be at home 
to Stokesley on 1st 
August. 

The club wishes to 
thank all sponsors and 
supporters for their 
continuing support and 
hopes that things can 
soon return to normal for 
us all. 

Stay safe everyone.


