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THE CHAPTER is 
delighted to have 
received news that its 
funding application to 
believe housing, to sup-
ply a complimentary bot-
tle of hand sanitiser to all 
of our deliverers within 
the housing provider’s 
catchment area has been 
successful. 

As a result, the Chapter 
has been able to provide 
every deliverer of our 
papers with the bottle to 
help them remain safe 
while posting our free 
newspapers through 
local letterboxes. 

Editor, Steph Bennett 
said: “We are tremen-
dously grateful to believe 
housing for helping us 
fund this project as we 
return to print. 

“We were very keen to 
make sure that our deliv-
ers would be able to get 
back to work safely and 
took advice from the 
local authority as to how 
to ensure that. 

“As deliverers will be 
working primarily out-
doors, hand hygiene is 
the primary concern, so 
we decided to provide 
a complimentary bot-
tle to all deliverers as 
both reassurance and 
as a thank you for their 
patience as we waited to 
return to print.”

For more information on 
believe housing’s community 
grant scheme, see page 7.

THE CHAPTER is 
delighted  to be back up 
and running, four months 
after our last printed 
issue. 

During this time we were 
unable to print and deliver 
your weekly community 
newspaper due to the 
nationwide lockdown and 
the need to protect our 
delivery team.

We still aren’t com-
pletely back to normal, 
however, as the need to 
protect vulnerable family 
members and childcare 
needs mean the majority 
of the team will be work-
ing from home for the 
time being.

Our office in Shildon 
currently remains closed 
to the public, and our 
usual drop-off points 
at Ferryhill and Chilton 
Library also remain una-
vailable.

Editor, Steph Bennett 
said: “All obstacles aside, 
we are delighted to be 
able to provide residents 
with their weekly dose of 
local news once again. 

“Throughout the lock-
down I have heard count-
less stories of residents 
rallying together, and 
individuals and organi-
sations across our com-
munity who have shown 
themselves to be genuine 

heroes with the support 
they have provided to vul-
nerable people. 

“It was frustrating for us 
that we couldn’t share all 
of these fantastic uplift-
ing stories of kindness 
with the wider commu-
nity.

“That’s why we are urg-
ing you all to get in touch 
now. Let us know what 
you, or someone you 
know, has done to sup-
port your local commu-
nity. 

“Whether it be deliver-
ing food to vulnerable 
residents, taking up a 
fundraising challenge or 
a business that’s gone 

out of its way to help; 
whatever it is, we want to 
hear about it.”

While the local librar-
ies and the office remain 
closed to the public, you 
can still contact us with 
your stories and your 
classified messages, by 
emailing us at chapter@
swd.news. 

You can also message 
us on Facebook by vis-
iting our page there or if 
you don’t have access to 
social media or email and 
wish to submit a classi-
fied, you can call Jeff on 
07909 992731 who will 
take your message over 
the phone.

WE’RE BACK FOR THE NEXT CHAPTER!

CHAPTER SECURES 
FUNDING TO KEEP 
DELIVERERS SAFE

www.hackettandbaines.co.uk

EST 1898

hackettandbaines@btconnect.com

4’ 6” DOUBLE DIVAN
With Two Drawers 
FREE Headboard 
FREE Delivery
 
Limited OfferPark right outside our showroom and shop at your leisure!

47-49 Main Street, Shildon, DL4 1AF 47-49 Main Street, Shildon, DL4 1AF • • 01388 772671  |  30-31 Bondgate, Darlington, DL3 7JJ 01388 772671  |  30-31 Bondgate, Darlington, DL3 7JJ • • 01325 463303  |  Mon-Fri 9am - 5pm 01325 463303  |  Mon-Fri 9am - 5pm • • Sat 9am - 4pmSat 9am - 4pm

Free Delivery

Electric Adjustable  
Bed Ranges

FROM 
£599 £399

now
£299

BEDROOM FURNITURE
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Support your local 
community newspaper 

by mentioning the 
Ferryhill & Chilton Chapter 

when contacting 
advertisers.

www.swd.news/crier

Published by
South West Durham News 

3-4 First Floor Offices 
Shildon Town Council

Civic Hall Square
Shildon  DL4 1AH

Editorial:
01388 775896

Advertising:
07909 992731

Email: 
chapter@swd.news

Online:
www.swd.news/chapter

SEND US YOUR STORIES

If you have a story you 
would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
We are especially 
interested in good

news, be it personal 
achievements, local 

fundraising, community 
service or any other 

positive stories. Call us on 
01388 775896 or email 

chapter@swd.news

DISCLAIMER

Ferryhill & Chilton 
Chapter cannot be

held responsible for 
advertisers offering
goods or services. 

As a general rule we would
advise anyone not to 
part with any money

until an order has been 
completed to your

full satisfaction. 
All information is correct,

to the best of our 
knowledge, at the time of

printing. 
Ferryhill & Chilton Chapter 

accepts articles in
good faith and takes 
no responsibility for

errors and/or omissions.

You can read our 
sister papers online:

SPENNYMOOR
NEWS

www.swd.news/spenny

www.swd.news/bishop

S CRABTREE
Digital Aerials Fitted

Digi Aerials, DAB
Sky, Freesat, CCTV
No Hidden Charges.

No Extra For Cable Used.
I Will Beat Any Written 

Quote, Plus Network Your 
House & Tune In

Ferryhill based

0797 997 1541
07733 555 330
01740 656 356

ANDREW HEAVISIDE
EPS

All Electrical and Plastering 
Work carried out in your 
home. Clean, Friendly, 

Reliable service, customer 
satisfaction no.1 priority.

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

rail services have been 
put forward across the 
country, including two 
from the North East.

The Government will 
announce which ideas it 
intends to proceed with 
by the end of the summer.

Sedgefield MP Paul 
Howell is leading the call 
to re-open Ferryhill sta-
tion, which was closed 
during the Beeching Cuts 
of the 1960s.

A Facebook campaign 
group has been set up to 

THE CHAIR of Network 
Rail is to consider pro-
posals to re-open Ferry-
hill railway station, the 
Department for Transport 
has said.

A total of 50 proposals 
for new or revived local 

PROPOSAL SUBMITTED TO CONSIDER RE-
OPENING OF FERRYHILL RAILWAY STATION

A total of 50 proposals for new or revived local rail services have been put forward across the country - including Ferryhill Station.

Services

Claire Robson mobile 
hairdressing services. 
Tel: 07736 905 185.

share ideas and support 
for the reinstatement of 
a passenger service and 
station at Ferryhill Sta-
tion. 

The page will also be 
used to inform residents 
of any progress made on 
securing the re-opening 
of the station.

Anyone can join the 
page by searching for 
Ferryhill Station Cam-
paign Group. 
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OCCASION: (Please tick)
 Birthday   Obituary
 Anniversary   For Sale
 Birth   To Let
 Congratulations  Services
 Appreciations  Acknowledgement
 Memoriam   Birthday Memoriam

CLASSIFIED FORM:

Post this form to:
3-4 First Floor Offices, Town Council Building, 
Civic Hall Square, Shildon, DL4 1AH 
Please note: All prices include VAT at standard rate.

Number of separate messages:..............
Message(s): Please write in clear BLOCK CAPITALS and continue on a 
   separate piece of paper if necessary

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

Total number of words = ............
Amount x 0.42p, (includes VAT): ..........................
Photograph included? (£7.20) Yes        No
(if yes, please include a stamped addressed envelope if you would like your picture returning)

Total (inc. photo): ..........................................
PLEASE NOTE: Cheques should be made payable to: Community Newspaper Support CIC

Contact Name: ...........................................................................
Address: .....................................................................................
...................................................................................................
Contact Number: ........................................................................

FERRYHILL ROOFING 
CONTRACTORS LTD

For all aspects of roofing

- New roofs - roof repairs - 

slating - felt roofs etc.

Contact Trevor Elsdon on

01388 420152 
or  0788 788 6558

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBINGTAXIS

SILVERCABS

07549 634 441

Local Driver
Anytime, Anywhere
Hospitals, Doctors, 

Airports, Train Station, 
Holidays, Shopping

DO YOU know someone 
who has gone that extra 
mile to help their com-
munity?  If so, then not 
only do we at The Chapter  
want to hear from you, so 
does Ferryhill Town Coun-
cil!

The Council is inviting 
nominations for those 
unsung heroes, who con-
tribute so much towards 
improving their local com-
munity. If you know a res-
ident who has performed 
some act of kindness, or 
helped in some way to 
benefit others living in the 
town, or carried out any 
action which has achieved 
success in any field, then 
why not nominate them 
for a Civic Award? 

The Civic Awards are 
the perfect opportunity 

to officially recognise the 
commitment and hard 
work of the town’s most 
deserving residents.

Nomination Forms are 
available online on the 
Town Council’s Facebook 
Page. All applications 
must be emailed to kyoun-
ghusband@ferryhill.gov.
uk by no later than Mon-
day, 3rd August 2020.  

Anyone unable to down-
load the application form 
should email Karen Youn-
ghusband at the above 
address, with their con-
tact details, and details of 
their nomination i.e. con-
tact details for the person 
being nominated, with an 
explanation of why they 
should receive a Civic 
Award. 

Please note that nomi-

nees must be unpaid for 
the work that they are 
being nominated for.

Awards would nor-
mally be presented at 
an Awards Presentation 
Evening later in the year, 
however it may not be 
possible to host the event 
this year due to corona-
virus. The Town Council 
will continue to follow 
Government advice on 
this to keep the commu-
nity safe and help restrict 
the spread of the virus. 
Further details about how 
the awards will be pre-
sented will be given in due 
course.

For more information 
about the Civic Awards 
email Karen Younghus-
band using the above 
email address.

FERRYHILL COUNCIL INVITES RESIDENTS 
TO NOMINATE UNSUNG HEROES

A NEW service support-
ing regional employers 
and helping those whose 
jobs have been affected 
as a result of coronavi-
rus has been launched in 
County Durham.

County Durham Jobs 
Fuse is a joint service, cre-
ated by Durham County 
Council, the National 
Careers Service and the 
Department for Work and 
Pensions.

It aims to connect 
employers who have 
urgent vacancies with 
people in County Durham 
who are available to start 
work.

As part of the County 
Durham Jobs Fuse pack-
age, the National Careers 
Service will provide sup-
port to those in the region 
who have lost their jobs 
or whose jobs have been 
affected by coronavirus.

People can contact the 
National Careers Service 

helpline for free, impartial, 
and expert careers advice 
as well as practical guid-
ance such as CV writing 
and access to training.

Cllr Carl Marshall, Cabi-
net member for economic 
regeneration, said: “We 
understand that many 
people are concerned 
about the impact of coro-
navirus and we want to do 
everything we can to sup-
port those who have been 
adversely affected, which 
is why we’re pleased 
to have helped launch 
County Durham Jobs 
Fuse. 

“This will provide 
much needed support 
to employers and help 
people across the county 
get back into work at this 
challenging time.” 

Leanne Misaljevich, area 
manager for the National 
Careers Service in North 
East and Cumbria said: 
“We face hugely uncertain 

times and in response to 
this we are delighted to 
be working with DWP and 
Durham County Council 
to form the County Dur-
ham Jobs Fuse.

“The National Careers 
Service is uniquely posi-
tioned to be able to 
provide free, impartial 
careers and employment 
advice and guidance to 
residents and employers 
in the County Durham 
area, all delivered by our 
team of professional 
careers advisers.”  

Individuals can seek 
support by calling the 
National Careers Ser-
vice freephone number: 
0800 100 900 or visit the 
website www.nationalca-
reers.service.gov.uk. 

Employers can get in 
touch via 0808 1963 596 
or email the dedicated 
inbox JobsFuse@edu 
cationdevelopmenttrust.
com.

NEW SCHEME TO HELP 
UNEMPLOYED BACK INTO WORK

Goods Vehicle Operator’s Licence
Teasdale Bulk Haulage Ltd of Unit 11, Old Colliery Yard 
Industrial Estate, Chilton, Co Durham, DL17 0SZ, is 
applying to change an existing licence as follows;

To keep an extra 1 goods vehicle and 1 trailer at the operat-
ing centre at Unit 6, Old Colliery Yard Industrial Estate, 
Co Durham, DL17 0SZ.

Owners or occupiers of land (including buildings) near the op-
erating centre who believe that their use or enjoyment of that 
land would be affected, should make written representations 
to the Traffic Commissioner at Hillcrest House, 386 Harehills 
Lane, Leeds, LS9 6NF, stating their reasons, within 21 days 
of this notice. 
Representors must at the same time send a copy of their rep-
resentations to the applicant at the address given at the top of 
this notice. A Guide to Making Representations is available 
from the Traffic Commissioner’s Office. 

Dated: 24.7.20
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BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01740 623333
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE
FREE

MEASURE & FITTING 

buy direct from the 
factory and save

www.siestablinds.com

If you would like to advertise your business in The 
Chapter and any of our sister papers, contact us at:

T: 01388 775 896
M: 07909 992 731
E: chapter@swd.news

Independent publishers of the Shildon & District Town Crier, 
Bishop Press, Ferryhill & Chilton Chapter and Spennymoor News

Ferryhill & Chilton Businesses

facilities, including Pent-
lands Play Area’s outdoor 
gym equipment. For more 
information, visit the 
Town Council website or 
Facebook page. 

A three-phase reopen-
ing of MUGAs is also 
underway, with sites 
across the county open-
ing on or before Saturday 
25th July.  

A full list of playparks, 
MUGAs and their reopen-
ing dates can be found 
at www.durham.gov.uk/
parksreopening.

Visitors to these 
parks may notice some 
changes when they reo-
pen, as to assist with 
social distancing, the 
council is reducing, 
removing and reposition-
ing some play equipment 
and benches where nec-
essary. Signs are also 
being put up to highlight 
key social distancing and 
hygiene guidance, includ-
ing staying two metres 
apart and bringing hand 
sanitiser to use before 
and after visiting. People 
are asked not to bring 
food, drink or their own 
cleaning products on site, 
and should not attend if 
they or anyone in their 
household has coronavi-
rus symptoms.

Cllr Brian Stephens, 
Durham County Coun-
cil’s Cabinet member 

for neighbourhoods and 
local partnerships, said: 
“Our staff have been 
working extremely hard 
to ensure our play parks 
are safe to reopen. Last 
weekend, we reopened 
eight of our most popu-
lar parks and it has been 
wonderful to see families 
enjoying the facilities 
again, while following the 
social distancing guid-
ance. We are now moving 
onto the second phase 
– reopening local play 
parks at the heart of the 
communities they serve.

“By taking a phased 
approach, we can ensure 
each site has the meas-
ures in place it needs to 
allow youngsters and 
their families to enjoy 
the facilities safely. It 
also provides an oppor-
tunity for us to identify 
what is working well and 
to apply any lessons we 
learn to the reopening of 
other sites. I would like to 
thank residents for their 
patience while we carry 
out this important task 
and urge those visiting 
the parks to follow the 
guidance to help keep 
themselves and others 
safe.”

For more information 
about the reopening of 
the council’s play parks 
visit www.durham.gov.
uk/parksreopening.

DOZENS MORE play 
parks, skate parks and 
multi-use-games areas 
(MUGA) across County 
Durham are due to reo-
pen within the next fort-
night with new measures 
in place to promote social 
distancing.

Durham County Council 
began a phased reopen-
ing of its 175 children’s 
play areas, with the first 
eight sites welcoming 
visitors from Saturday 
11th July.

The local authority 
has announced the vast 
remainder of the play 
parks and outdoor rec-
reational facilities under 
its care will reopen by the 
end of the month in line 
with the easing of lock-
down restrictions across 
the country. 

Prior to reopening its 
playgrounds, the council 
is required to undertake 
individual risk assess-
ments at each site. A 
phased approach has 
been adopted to enable 
these assessments to be 
completed and any nec-
essary safety measures 
put in place. It does not 
include parks owned and 
maintained by town and 
parish councils.

Chilton Town Council 
have advised, however, 
that they have stringent 
measures in place at their 

PHASED REOPENING OF 
COUNTY’S PARKS CONTINUES

Families can once again enjoy play areas around the county. 

TWO WOMEN from New-
ton Street in Ferryhill 
have been charged fol-
lowing an incident in the 
town.

Kirsty Marie Rank, 29, 
and Angela Parkinson, 
36, appeared at Peter-
lee Magistrates’ Court 
before being remanded in 
custody. They will appear 
in court once more on 
29th July.

Ms Rank has been 
charged with assault by 

beating, using violence to 
secure entry to premises 
and theft, while Ms Par-
kinson was charged with 
blackmail, theft, use of 
violence to secure entry 
to premises and assault 
by beating.

All charges relate to an 
incident at an address in 
Chestnut Avenue on 30th 
June.

Both women, of Newton 
Street, Ferryhill, pleaded 
not guilty to the charges.

WOMEN TO APPEAR IN COURT 
AFTER FERRYHILL INCIDENT

FERRYHILL TOWN Coun-
cil currently holds a 
weekly market each Fri-
day in the Town Centre. 

The local market con-
sists of some great 
stalls including, plants, 
sweets, clothing, pet 
food and more.

To help traders re-es-
tablish themselves after 
the restrictions caused 

by coronavirus, Ferry-
hill Town Council has 
offered free rent to all 
stallholders throughout 
July.

New traders are always 
welcome to attend the 
weekly Friday Market. 

If you are interested in 
a plot call 01740 652157 
or email enquiries@fer-
ryhill.gov.uk.

FERRYHILL FRIDAY MARKET

Chiropodist / 
Podiatrist

(Mobile)
HCPC Registered

Fully Insured
Available for home visits

General Foot Care 
Ingrowing Toe Nails | Nail 
Cuts | Verrucae | Corns | 

Fungal Nail | Callus Removal

07980 990 172
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NEED A VAN?

JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

Andrew’s Roofing
Chimney Stacks - Ridge Tile 

Repairs - Brickwork Repointed 
- Flat Roofs - Slating & Tiling - 
Felting and Pointing - Guttering 

- Fibre glass flat roofing 
with 20 year guarantee

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

Grass cutting and garden 
maintenance, with over 200 

lawns cut locally with an 
average price of just £6.50

Patios, Drives and Fencing
For a Free  

No Obligation Estimate call  
John Paul Elsdon on 

077030 10042

34, Gordon Terrace
Ferryhill DL17 8AU

Ground
Dezign

Dean Bank golden oldies 
went further. The gentle-
man fished in a biscuit 
tin on the sideboard and 
pulled out two ten shil-
ling notes, one for each 
of them.

“I was only a few months 
into the job and knew that 
the professional code of 
conduct forbade any form 
of payment for putting a 
story in the paper,” says 
Mike. “I protested but the 
nice old boy was adamant 
that it was the least they 
could do to reward our 
kindness. In the end I 
gave in.”

Mike still has that ten 
bob note, battered and 
crumpled, in the back of 
his wallet. Bill probably 
spent his on Capstan.

Born in Shildon, a fre-
quent childhood train 
spotter on Ferryhill sta-
tion – when not chased 
off by the porter – he 
joined the Echo in 1969 
as chief reporter in the 
York office, took over the 
daily John North column 
in 1970, became news 
editor early in 1978 and 
from 1985 wrote up to 
six columns a week, trav-
elling all over Britain in 
search of a North-East 

connection.
In 2007 he headed down 

to Oxfordshire to inter-
view Jack Scott, an affec-
tionately remembered 
television weather man, 
who’d been born and 
raised in East Howle – 
now almost disappeared 
– and was one of just two 
kids in the village school 
to pass the 11+.

“My parents were very 
proud but a bit bothered, 
too,” he recalled. “We 
didn’t want the neigh-
bours to think that we 
were better than anyone 
else, that suddenly we’d 
become posh.”

He’d had no interest in 
the weather – “”It just 
came and went.; the only 
interest we had was if 
it would stop us playing 
football out the back. It 
took a lot to stop that” – 
but became one of the 
first on-screen forecast-
ers alongside the likes of 
Bert Foord.

Around Ferryhill, the 
kindly joke was that his 
mum would wear her fur 
coat whenever he was 
on the telly. “Well, she 
was very proud, but she 
thought all mothers were 
proud of their sons,” said 

VETERAN JOURNALIST 
Mike Amos has written a 
390-page autobiography 
– Unconsidered Trifles – 
chronicling 55 years in 
newspapers, almost all 
with the Northern Echo. 

One of his first confes-
sions,, however, comes 
from his time as a wet-
eared junior reporter in 
the Bishop Auckland 
office of the Northern 
Despatch – the Echo’s 
sister evening paper – 
after being sent with old 
school photographer Bill 
Oliver to cover a golden 
wedding in Dean Bank 
early in 1966.

“Like every other couple 
with that sort of celebra-
tion they were happy to 
get their pictures in the 
paper,” Mike recalls. “As 
journalists we did well to 
remember that though it 
was bread and butter to 
us – there mustn’t have 
been any murders that 
morning – to those con-
cerned it was a major 
milestone.”

Usually the occasion 
was marked with a slice 
of cake and a glass of 
sweet sherry (“it explains 
why I can’t stand the 
stuff,” says Mike) but the 

UNCONSIDERED TRIFLES - MEMORIES  
OF A JOBBING JOURNALIST

One of the region’s most popular journalists, Mike Amos has published his autobiography.

Jack. “It was nothing to 
do with me being on the 
telly.”

Lovely man, a widower, 
he desperately missed 
the Ferryhill area. He 
died, aged 81, the follow-
ing year.

It was also in 2008 that 
the wandering Echo man 
took a train to Aberdeen 
to chat to Moir Lock-
head – by then Sir Moir 
– who hadn’t so much 
as passed the 11+ – “Not 
even the first half,” he 
admitted.

Moir was a raggy-arsed 
kid from West Cornforth 
– “all West Cornforth 
kids had raggy arses,” 
he said – attended the 
village secondary school 
and would be involved 
in skirmishes with their 
counterparts from Ferry-
hill. “It wasn’t the sort of 
stuff you hear about now 
– it wasn’t warfare but it 
was still rivalry. Ferryhill 
lads hated West Corn-
forth lads.” 

He became an appren-
tice mechanic at the 
United bus company in 
Darlington, within 20 
years of leaving school 
was general manager if 
Glasgow City Council’s 
transport department 
and by 2008 was chief 
executive and deputy 
chairman of the First 
Group, based in Aberdeen 
and with 137,500 employ-
ees worldwide.

The raggy-arsed kid 
from Doggy retired in 
2011 to breed cattle on 
the family’s 300-acre 
farm in Aberdeenshire. 
He was also chairman of 
the Scottish Rugby Union 
and of the National Trust 
for Scotland. 

Unconsidered Trifles, 
vividly anecdotal and 
comprehensively and 
nostalgically illustrated, 
recounts hundreds of 
similar stories from 
around the North-East 
but also reflects on the 
battle for survival now 
facing almost all; provin-
cial newspapers. 

The Despatch, where 
his career began, folded 
in 1986; he himself was 
unexpectedly made 
redundant last December 
– though at the age of 73.

He was seven times 
named North-East 
Journalist of the Year 
between 1988-2005, won 
three national awards for 
his Backtrack sports col-

umn, was appointed MBE 
in 2006 for services to 
journalism in North-East 
England and was an inau-
gural member of the Pro-
vincial Journalism Hall of 
Fame. 

He also served for 20 
years as chairman of 
the Northern Football 
League, but was unable 
to save Ferryhill Athletic 
– a  personal regret.

Unconsidered Trifles 
costs £10 softback plus 
£3.20 postage and £22 
hardback plus £3.80 
postage. It’s available 
from Mike Amos at 8 
Oakfields, Middleton 
Tyas, Richmond, North 
Yorks DL10 6SD. It is also 
available via Amazon. 
Further details, including 
on-line payment, from 
mikeamos81@aol.com.
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BRAKES / DISCS

NEW / PARTWORN TYRES

SERVICING

VEHICLE / CAR KEY CUTTING

MILEAGE CORRECTION

KEY PROGRAMMING

VEHICLE DIAGNOSTICS

PLEASE RING THE GARAGE TO ARRANGE AN APPOINTMENT, OR BOOK VIA FACEBOOK

BROOM ROAD GARAGE
28 Rowlandson TeRRace  |  FeRRyhill  |  dl17 8aR  

01740 650080 
BRooM Road GaRaGe FeRRyhill

THE NEW TEAM OF

DURHAM COUNTY coun-
cil’s Health and Wellbeing 
Board has outlined and 
approved a coronavirus 
outbreak control plan for 
County Durham. 

As part of measures 
to control the spread 
of coronavirus, all local 
authorities are required by 
government to produce a 
COVID-19 Local Outbreak 
Control Plan in order to 
protect the health of local 
residents in the event of 
any further transmission 
of the virus as lockdown 
is eased.

Representatives from a 
range of local health bod-
ies and wider partners 
have now met as part of 
County Durham’s Health 
and Wellbeing Board to 
discuss the county’s out-
break control plan. 

Members of the board 
include Durham County 
Council’s cabinet mem-
bers for adult and health 
services, safer commu-
nities, and children and 

young people’s services, 
as well as representatives 
from the region’s Clinical 
Commissioning Groups 
(CCGs), North East NHS 
Foundation Trusts, County 
Durham’s Office for 
Police, Crime and Victims 
Commissioner (PCVC) 
and County Durham and 
Darlington Fire Service. 

The Health and Wellbe-
ing Board is a member-led, 
local engagement board 
that is working to coordi-
nate and manage preven-
tion of the further spread 
of coronavirus, support 
local communities to 
understand issues related 
to the virus, provide a 
forum for the public to ask 
questions about the virus 
and outline how recovery 
is planned at a local level.

The COVID-19 Local Out-
break Control Plan’s key 
objectives include the pro-
vision of clear prevention 
measures to the public, the 
rapid detection of any out-
breaks, controlling onward 

transmission of the virus, 
providing support to peo-
ple who need to self-iso-
late, and developing and 
applying intelligence on 
the virus to anticipate and 
control local outbreaks.

On 22nd May, the gov-
ernment announced 
£300m additional funding 
for local authorities to 
develop and action their 
plans in their area, as part 
of the launch of the wider 
NHS Test and Trace Ser-
vice.

As part of this, Durham 
County Council is due to 
receive £4.498m. This 
funding will enable the 
council and its partners 
to develop and implement 
its tailored local coronavi-
rus outbreak control plans 
through, for example, 
funding the recruitment 
of additional staff where 
required. 

A proposal to create a 
dedicated local outbreak 
control team has been 
put forward which will 

consist of experts from 
public health, community 
protection, communica-
tions, intelligence, the Civil 
Contingencies Unit, and 
human resources. The 
funding will cover capacity, 
contingency, community 
engagement and support 
to any local outbreaks.

A range of key settings 
have been identified 
where a local outbreak 
control team may be nec-
essary, such as commu-
nity spaces, workplaces, 
care homes, educational 
settings and prisons. The 
team would have a lead 
officer and key staff to 
work collectively on an 
outbreak if called. 

As part of the COVID-19 
Local Outbreak Control 
Plan, standard health pro-
tection operating proce-
dures are being applied 
which have been devel-
oped by Public Health Eng-
land’s Health Protection 
Team and adjusted locally. 
Advice cards are also 

CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK PLAN 
APPROVED FOR COUNTY DURHAM

being developed and pos-
sible scenarios are being 
tested for each identified 
setting to enable planning 
for potential further out-
breaks.

Cllr Lucy Hovvels MBE, 
Durham County Council’s 
Cabinet member for adult 
and health services and 
chair of the Health and 
Wellbeing Board, said: 
“Meanwhile, it is still vital 
that members of the pub-
lic continue to follow the 
guidance set out by the 
government and the pub-
lic health advice, such as 
washing hands regularly, 
remaining two metres 
apart and self-isolating if 
anyone in your household 
develops symptoms of the 
virus. This is a collective 
effort to ensure we can all 
protect ourselves and oth-
ers from coronavirus.”

For more information 
about the council’s local 
outbreak control plan, visit 
www.durham.gov.uk/cov-
id19controlplan.
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PROPERTIES WANTED
TO REPLACE THE ONES SOLD

North Street, Ferryhill

SOLD IN7 DAYS

wrighthomes
SALES  |  LETTINGS  |  AUCTIONS

Call now for a free valuation
01740 617517

www.wrighthomesuk.co.uk  |  01740 617517  |  4 Parker Terrace, Ferryhill, DL17 8JY

Selling with us gives you

Unbeatable Selling Fees

Free Solicitor Fees No Sale, No Fee Packages

5 Star Service

Advertising in our FERRYHILL shop

SO
LD

SOLD IN9 DAYS
Paxton Street, Ferryhill

SOLD IN6 WEEKS
Dean Park, Ferryhill

SOLD IN5 WEEKS
Corscombe Close, Ferryhill

SOLD IN
1 DAY

Raby Villas, Ferryhill

SOLD IN3 WEEKS
Rudds Hill, Ferryhill

SOLD IN2 WEEKS
Bede Terrace, Ferryhill

PROPERTY WEBSITE 
Zoopla has revealed that 
Ferryhill is one of the 
most affordable towns to 
buy a property in the UK. 

The website analysed 
average property prices 
and average earning 
in more than 1,000 UK 
towns to show a price 
to earnings ratio - the 
amount of average sal-
aries it would take to 
afford a property in each 
town.

They claim that Ferryhill 
is the third most afforda-
ble town in the UK with an 
average property price of 
£70,000, being beaten 

only by Cumnock in East 
Ayrshire and nearby Shil-
don - where the average 
price of a home is just 
£60,000.

Fellow County Durham 
towns Peterlee and Stan-
ley also made it into the 
top ten. 

Tom Parker, consumer 
expert at Zoopla said: 
“With the UK housing 
market opening up again, 
we know, now more than 
ever, that it’s important 
for buyers or potential 
buyers to know where 
they can get the most for 
their money when pur-
chasing a property.”

FERRYHILL HOMES ‘AFFORDABLE’

Local Accountancy & Taxation firm based in Spennymoor, 
Established Since 1983, looking after a range of businesses with 

Financial and Taxation Advice
Companies | Self Employed | Partnerships | Financial Accounts 
Tax Returns | CIS | Payroll | Capital Gains | VAT and much more

Free no-obligation Consultation
 Tel:- 01388 815324

Address:- 29 Whitworth Terrace, Spennymoor, Co Durham, DL16 7LE
Email:- info@barrysummers.co.uk | Website:- www.barrysummers.co.uk

A SUCCESSFUL funding 
programme has been 
expanded to cover pro-
jects that will help com-
munities recover from the 
coronavirus pandemic.

County Durham-based 
believe housing has 
already distributed more 
than £20,000 of funding 
to coronavirus related 
projects. 

But now the hous-
ing association, whose 
catchment area includes 
Chilton, is extending 
its community funding 
programme to support 
recovery from the pan-
demic.

The new ‘recovery 
grants’ will follow the 
same model as the exist-
ing community funding 
programme. 

Applications for grants 
of up to £500 are open 
to community groups, 
organisations or schools 
that work in areas cov-
ered by believe housing. 

A simple application 
process will be main-
tained to ensure that fast 
turnaround funding deci-

sions can take place and 
get work underway.

Recovery grants are 
intended to support pro-
jects that can be deliv-
ered within two months 
and follow current gov-
ernment guidance on 
coronavirus, such as 
social distancing advice.

believe housing is 
keen to hear from com-
munity groups in most 
parts of County Durham, 
and some neighbouring 
areas, with projects to 
keep vulnerable people 
connected and reduce 
isolation, projects provid-
ing activities within the 
community and projects 
to provide help with food 
at a time when many peo-
ple are seeing new finan-
cial difficulties due to the 
economic impact of the 
virus.

believe housing Fund-
ing Officer, Damian Pear-
son, said: “Although we 
all hope that the peak 
of the coronavirus pan-
demic is well behind us, 
we know that the need to 
support our communities 

has not reduced at all.
“These new recovery 

grants are intended to 
help community groups 
meet some of the huge 
demand that we’re 
already seeing for sup-
port in the rapidly chang-
ing world around us.”

Full details of recovery 
grants from believe hous-
ing’s Community Funding 
Programme are available 
online at believehousing.
co.uk by selecting the ‘in 
your neighbourhood’ tab 
and then ‘believe housing 
community grants’ from 
the left hand sidebar.

You can also call the 
Community Investment 
Team on 0300 1311 999.

£500 COMMUNITY FUNDING GRANT

John Vayro
Painter & Decorator

Tel:Tel:  07599 600 55607599 600 556
Local ly  BasedLocal l y  Based

All aspects of  painting & 
decorating undertaken

Free Estimates
Over 10 years experience
Friendly, reliable service
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S H I LD O N
M OTO R   C O M PA N Y

WE HAVE MOVED TO LARGER PREMISES!
ONLY MINUTES FROM THE A1M,

Junction 60 and A689. Nav, L17 9DE

●FIN A NCE SPECIA LIST
●WE BU Y CA RS FO R CASH

●WA RR A NT Y PROVIDED
●A A A PPROV ED DE A LER

●PA RT E XCH A NG E WELCO M E

Mainsforth Road, Ferryhill
Co Durham, DL17 9DE
Tel: 01740 652266
Email: info@shildonmotorco.co.uk
www.shildonmotorco.co.uk

● ZERO DEPOSIT FINANCE

● APPLY DIRECT

● SUIT YOUR BUDGET

● WE LIKE TO SAY... YES

FERRYHILL TOWN Coun-
cil would like to invite 
green fingered residents 
of Ferryhill to enter this 
year’s Annual Ferryhill in 
Bloom Competition.  

A spokesperson for the 
council said: “Despite the 
current situation regard-
ing Covid-19 it has been 
decided that the Compe-
tition can proceed safely.

“It would be a shame 
not to recognise the enor-
mous dedication that 
many of our residents 
have made in ensuring 
that their outside spaces 
are aesthetically pleas-
ing.

“Ferryhill Town Coun-
cil would like to take the 
opportunity to say a huge 
thank you to Thinford 
Nurseries for continuing 
to sponsor the event this 
year. Their contribution is 
very much appreciated.”

The categories for this 
years Competition are: 

Front Garden, Back Gar-
den, Back Yard and Com-
mercial Properties. 

Residents are permitted 
to enter more than one 
category if appropriate.

Judging is scheduled to 
take place the week com-
mencing 17th August.  

All residents will be noti-
fied of their allotted date 
and time in due course so 
that safe arrangements 
can be made for judging. 

Winners are usually 
announced at a presenta-
tion evening, however 
due to Covid-19 restric-
tions, this may not be 
possible this year. 

Ferryhill Town Coun-
cil will continue to fol-
low Government advice 
and update entrants of 
arrangements at a later 
date.

Anyone wanting to take 
part in the competition 
can do so in the following 
ways:

(a) Complete the Entry 
Form provided and post 
to Karen Younghusband 
at Ferryhill Town Coun-
cil, Town Hall, Ferryhill, 
County Durham, DL17 
8JL; 

(b) Complete the 
Entry Form and Take a 
Photograph of it/Scan it 
and email to: kyounghus-
band@ferryhill.gov.uk;

(c) Entries will also be 
accepted via email with-
out an application form 
this year. Applicants 
can email their entry to: 
kyounghusband@fer-
ryhill.gov.uk providing 
their name and address, 
a telephone contact and 
details of which category 
(or categories) are being 
entered i.e. Front Garden, 
Back Garden, Back Yard 
or Commercial Prem-
ises.

All entries must be 
received by no later than 
3rd August 2020. 

FERRYHILL IN BLOOM TO 
GO AHEAD THIS YEAR

OFFICERS HAVE been 
able to identify the loca-
tions of more than 350 
incidents using an app 
which pinpoints the 
user’s exact location no 
matter where they are.

What3words has been 
used in dozens of dif-
ferent circumstances, 
including to help find a 
missing boy in Barnard 
Castle, rescue a dog 
which had fallen down a 
ravine, track down stolen 
vehicles and find three 
walkers missing in Ham-
sterley Forrest.

The concept has divided 
the world into three metre 
square squares, giving 
each a unique three-word 
address – giving people a 
simple way of referring to 
a specific location.

It was introduced to 
Durham Constabulary by 
Neighbourhood Sergeant 
Jamie Gray and since 
then has helped our call 

handlers and officers to 
locate hundreds of peo-
ple who have needed our 
help.

Without the technology 
it is likely that it would 
have taken longer and 
used more resources 
to provide the help and 
assistance required.

Anyone unable to iden-
tify their location when 
calling 101 or 999 can be 
sent a text message with 
a link which will provide 
them with the three-word 
code they need to pro-
vide. This will be relayed 
to the call handler who 
can then if necessary, 
pass this on to an officer.

An officer can use 
What3words to locate 
someone in need of help 
or recover evidence or 
something causing an 
obstruction.

Sergeant Gray, of Dur-
ham Constabulary, 
said: “We always knew 

it had the potential to 
make a difference when 
responding to an inci-
dent, particularly in rural 
areas where it is often 
more difficult to provide 
an exact location.

“However, it is great to 
see the positive impact 
this has had, especially 
when sometimes people 
have been in significant 
danger or distress and 
we have been able to find 
them and provide help 
quicker than we would 
have done without it.

“Obviously there are 
other ways to commu-
nicate locations but 
this quirky and simple 
enough to use and we 
have received some 
really positive feedback 
from those who have 
needed to use it.”

Download the what-
3words app in the App 
Store or get it on Google 
Play. 

APP USED TO IDENTIFY MORE 
THAN 350 INCIDENT LOCATIONS

Judging will take place during week 
commencing 17th August 2020

ENTRY TO FERRYHILL IN BLOOM IS FREE

Please return this form to:
Karen Younghusband

Ferryhill Town Council 
By no later than 
3rd August 2020 

or email kyounghusband@ferryhill.gov.uk

SPONSORED BY THINFORD NURSERIES

 Please Tick the category you are entering

Front Garden  
Back Garden  

Back Yard  
Commercial Premises

FERRYHILL  IN  BLOOM  FERRYHILL  IN  BLOOM  
20202020

YOUR NAME............................................................
ADDRESS..................................................................
.....................................................................................
.....................................................................................
.....................................................................................
POST CODE....................................


