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COMPETITIVE PRICES

BIG SIZE MENSWEAR  2XL TO 8XL2XL TO 8XL
Park right outside 

our showroom 
and shop at 
your leisure!

SUITS
SHIRTS

TROUSERS
LONG TIES
T-SHIRTS
SHORTS

CARGO TROUSERS
JEANS

EVERYTHING FOR 
THE LARGE MAN

YEAR 11 students at 
Greenfield Community Col-
lege had an emotional day 
as they left the Greenfield 
Community College site 
two weeks ago.

However, they can be in 
no doubt that they are val-
ued members of the Green-
field community, as staff 
and students were quick to 
mark their last day on site 
in a number of ways.

Unknown to the students, 
deputy headteachers Mr 
John Moffatt and Miss Lisa 
Forkin organised a won-
derful ‘guard of honour’ as 
staff and students lined 
up to clap and cheer them 
as they finished for the 
day. This impromptu cele-
bration brought tears and 
smiles to many and was a 
lovely experience; standing 
out in difficult times.

The moments were cap-
tured on camera and can be 
seen on Greenfield’s twitter 
page @GreenfieldTweet 
alongside helpful links to 
learning resources and 
ideas for independent 
learning on the school web-
site.

Although the day was 
filled with emotion, stu-
dents are well informed and 
well equipped to continue 
their studies and exciting 
next steps. Greenfield will 
look forward to welcoming 
back the year group later in 
the year to celebrate their 
time at Greenfield.  

GREENFIELD 
CELEBRATE 
CLASS OF 2020

DURHAM COUNTY Coun-
cil has thanked kind-
hearted residents for the 
flurry of messages of 
thanks received by its bin 

crews during the Corona-
virus pandemic.

Despite rumours to 
the contrary, the coun-
cil is ensuring residents’ 

refuse and recycling bins 
continue to be emptied 
as it strives to maintain 
delivery of essential ser-
vices amid the govern-

ment guidance aimed at 
restricting the spread of 
COVID-19.

The council has tempo-
rarily suspended bulky 
waste collections to allow 
staff who work on them to 
support refuse and recy-
cling. 

It is also utilising spare 
vehicles to limit the num-
ber of crew members in 
a cab, with the guidance 
around social distancing 
in mind.

Staff are also being 
given hand sanitisers, 
washing facilities are 
being added to vehicles 
and crew members are 
also being required to 
wear gloves – to pro-
tect both residents and 
employees.

Crews have received a 
flurry of messages from 
residents. One left on a 
bin at Peterlee stated: 
“The valuable work you 
do doesn’t go unnoticed 
here. We very much 
appreciate it. Refuse col-
lectors are a big part of 
our community and we 
would all be very lost with-
out you.”

Another said: “Thank 
you for your continued 
commitment support and 
bravery in these compli-
cated and challenging 
times. We really appreci-
ate everything you do for 
us day in day out.”

Cllr Brian Stephens, the 
council’s Cabinet mem-
ber for neighbourhoods 
and local partnerships, 

BIN CREWS SAY A BIG THANK YOU 
FOR MESSAGES OF SUPPORT

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

Bin crews have received a flurry of support and gratitude from residents for the vital work they do.
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SEND US YOUR STORIES

If you have a story you 
would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
We are especially 
interested in good

news, be it personal 
achievements, local 

fundraising, community 
service or any other 

positive stories. Call us 
on 01388 775896 or 

email crier@swd.news

DISCLAIMER

Shildon & District Town 
Crier cannot be

held responsible for 
advertisers offering
goods or services. 

As a general rule we would
advise anyone not to 
part with any money

until an order has been 
completed to your
full satisfaction. 

All information is correct,
to the best of our 

knowledge, at the time of
printing. 

Shildon & District Town 
Crier accepts articles in

good faith and takes 
no responsibility for

errors and/or omissions.

You can read our 
sister papers online:

www.swd.news/chapter

SPENNYMOOR
NEWS

www.swd.news/spenny

www.swd.news/bishop

Classifieds
While publishing online only 
papers, classifieds notices will 
cost just 15p per word + £2.50 
for an optional photograph. 
For more information call 07789 
722570 or email crier@swd.news.

HUMBLES GARAGE
01388 778070  |  07778 117 778

1 ROBSON STREET SHILDON, DL4 1EB

WE ARE NOW CLOSED ON SATURDAYS

MOTs - MOTORBIKES, 
CARS AND VANS

SERVICING
TYRES

EXHAUSTS

Andrew’s Roofing
Chimney Stacks - Ridge Tile 

Repairs - Brickwork Repointed 
- Flat Roofs - Slating & Tiling - 
Felting and Pointing - Guttering 

- Fibre glass flat roofing 
with 20 year guarantee

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

THE COUNCIL has 
released further details of 
how it services are chang-
ing amid the pandemic.

• The Employability Dur-
ham team has stopped 
face-to-face meetings 
with residents but is con-
tinuing to offer support 
via phone, text, e-mail and 
social media. As of today 
it is offering new support 
in maths and English, job 
applications, coaching for 
confidence and short ses-
sions dealing with stress, 
anxiety and isolation. Peo-
ple are advised to email 
in the first instance at: 
employability@durham.
gov.uk

• The Housing Solutions 
team has stopped face-
to-face meetings with res-
idents but is continuing to 
offer support via phone 
and email. It is however 
continuing to send out 
officers to establish who 
is rough sleeping, and vis-
iting known rough sleep-
ers to check their welfare, 
support them into accom-
modation and advise what 
they should do if they are 
displaying Coronavirus 
symptoms.

• The Gypsy Roma and 
Traveller service has 
stopped all non-essential 
face-to-face contact and 
moved to only digital and 
telephone communication 
where possible. The ser-
vice will continue to charge 
rent but will not be evicting 
anyone in arrears during 
the pandemic.

• The council is also 
reminding people that it 
has suspended parking 
charges in all its car parks, 
both on and off street, to 
help key workers.

Residents are advised 
to continue to follow all 
government guidance to 
protect themselves and 
others, including to wash 
their hands more often, for 
20 seconds each time. 

Further information is 
available at: http://www.
durham.gov.uk/publicheal-
thupdate.

CHANGES 
TO COUNCIL 
SERVICES

veg boxes, which will be 
delivered to older, vul-
nerable residents.

Any local foodbanks 
or community projects 
in need of fresh pro-
duce should contact 
Paula Nelson at Shildon 
Alive on 01388 417600 
or 07540 310257.

Shildon Alive is con-
tinuing to offer food 
support on a delivery 
basis only, on Tuesdays 
and Fridays between 
11am-1pm.

Paula said: “During 
this outbreak our staff 
and deliveries are very 
limited. This is to ensure 
we keep ourselves and 
our community safe.

“There are no one-
to-one appointments 
available at present, 
however the work 
phone (01388 417600) 

continues to be manned 
during our normal work-
ing hours and support 
will be given if possible. 

“As you can imagine, 
we are receiving a high 
number of calls, how-
ever we need to ensure 
this service is being uti-
lised by the most vulner-
able in our community. 

“If you are isolated 
and do have support 
from family and friends, 
please take this oppor-
tunity to ask them to 
help you where possi-
ble. 

“We are continuing to 
receive food crisis refer-
rals from many different 
services (including the 
NHS) as well as self-re -
ferrals, therefore please 
understand that these 
are being placed in pri-
ority order.”

BISHOP AUCKLAND’S 
Sainsbury’s store, at 
Tindale, has donated 
over £1,000 worth of 
fresh produce to the 
Shildon Alive Food Sup-
port Scheme.

Staff at Bishop Auck-
land’s Morrison’s store 
have also shown their 
support to the commu-
nity by donating a van-
load of surplus food. 

The fresh produce will 
be added to Shildon 
Alive’s food parcels, as 
well as their fruit and 

SUPERMARKETS DONATE CRATES 
FULL OF FOOD TO LOCAL PROJECTS

Some of the £1,000 worth of produce donated by Sainsbury’s.
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GUTTER 
CLEANING

Gutters & Downpipes Cleaned
No Ladders Used

Soffits, fascias & 
conservatories cleaned

Gutters repaired and/or renewed

07519 376870
(local)

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

NEED A VAN?

JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

Being in isolation doesn’t mean you’re 
alone. Please don’t suffer in silence.

Childline: 0800 1111
Samaritans: 116 123

Domestic Violence Hotline: 0808 2000 247
Mind: 0300 123 3393

Age UK: 0800 169 6565

on pause, Greenfield 
Arts are busy rethink-
ing their programme 
and are still developing 
lots of exciting work, so 
there’s no reason not 
to get creative and get 
involved. 

Katy said: “We 
would love you to get 
immersed in our cre-
ative campaign, to be 
inspired by the words 
from the poem and by 
community spirit, in a 
time when it is so impor-
tant to come together 
and celebrate who we 
are and be creative.

“We will be releas-
ing a series of creative 
prompts and invitations 
via our social media 
over the next few weeks, 
which invites you to 
respond with a doodle, a 
word or an image. 

“You don’t have to be 
a confident artist or an 

acclaimed wordsmith, 
we want everyone to 
get involved. We look 
forward to gathering 
your responses to our 
prompts over the next 
few weeks and making 
a fabulous joint collab-
orative film to celebrate, 
not only Greenfield Arts’ 
20th birthday, but the 
tremendous creativity, 
inspiration and inven-
tiveness of the wider 
community”.

The connecting with 
creativity campaign can 
be found on Greenfield 
Arts’ Facebook and 
Twitter pages, and more 
information will coming 
soon on their website. 

You can also be part of 
the mailing list to receive 
information directly to 
your inbox. To join, or 
find out more about this 
project, email info@
greenifeld-arts.co.uk.  

GREENFIELD ARTS is 
celebrating its 20th 
birthday this year, and 
wants to work together 
with the community to 
celebrate arts and cre-
ativity. 

Creative Director Katy 
Milne and Filmmaker 
Laura Degnan will be 
working (online) to bring 
together the commu-
nity’s contributions to 
produce a short film. 

The film is inspired 
by a piece of poetry 
by spoken word art-
ist Tony Gadd, who 
was commissioned by 
Greenfield Arts to cap-
ture the essence of the 
organisation, its work 
and its place within the 
community as part of its 
20th birthday plans.

Although Greenfield 
Arts centre facility is 
closed and its commu-
nity-based activities are 

GREENFIELD ARTS ANNOUNCE 
CREATIVE CAMPAIGN

Greenfield Arts is celebrating its 20th birthday by inviting the community to help them 
produce a short film using their doodles, words and images.

said: “On behalf of all 
our crews I’d like to say 
a massive thank you to 
everyone who has taken 
the time out in these dif-
ficult times to leave kind 
messages for them.

“We are determined to 
ensure our essential ser-
vices are maintained and 
bin collections certainly 
falls into that category. 

“We are obviously doing 
everything that we can to 
ensure that all our ser-
vices comply with the 
various government guid-
ance and steps have been 
taken to ensure that is the 
case for bin collections.

“I cannot stress enough 
how much it means to our 
crews to get these lovely 
messages of thanks – 
thank you once again 
to those who have left 
them.”

Residents are also 
being asked to consider 
whether there is room 
for a bin wagon to get 
through when parking.

They are also asked 
to ensure that any resi-
dents who are self-isolat-
ing double bag personal 
waste such as used 
tissues and disposable 
cleaning cloths. Such 
items should be stored 
securely within a bag, 
with this then placed in 
another bag which is tied 
securely and kept sep-
arate from other waste. 

These should then be put 
aside for at least 72 hours 
before being put in exter-
nal household waste bins.

Meanwhile, the council’s 
Clean and Green team is 
prioritising work linked 
to environmental heath, 
such as emptying of dog 
and litter bins, clearing 
fly-tipping and needle 
disposal. Grass cutting is 
continuing with parks and 
recreations grounds, at 
which people can do their 
once daily exercise, and 
cemeteries prioritised. 
Other open spaces may 
be cut but this cannot be 
guaranteed. Weed spray-
ing can also continue as 
staff wear protective gear.  
All teams have stopped 
travelling in groups and 
are ensuring they com-
ply with social distancing 
guidance while working.

The council’s neighbour-
hood wardens are sim-
ilarly prioritising health 
and safety and environ-
mental health matters, 
such as dealing with 
stray dogs, loose horses 
and fly-tipping - including 
deploying CCTV cameras 
to catch culprits. Again all 
wardens will comply with 
social distancing guid-
ance while working.

Residents who have 
booked bulky waste col-
lections are being con-
tacted to notify them of 
the temporary suspen-
sion to the service and to 
offer refunds.

BIN CREWS SAY THANK YOU 
FOR RESIDENTS’ KINDNESS

FROM PAGE 1
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PEOPLE IN County Dur-
ham who are having to 
stay at home during the 
Coronavirus pandemic 
are being offered advice 
on how to maintain their 
mental wellbeing.

Durham County Coun-
cil is strongly advising all 
residents to follow guid-
ance from the govern-
ment on staying at home 
and to only go outside for 
food, health reasons – 
such as to exercise once 
a day - or work where 
this absolutely cannot be 
done from home. 

On the occasions they 
do go outside people are 
reminded they should be 
staying two metres (six 
feet) from other people 
and washing their hands 
as soon as they get home, 
for 20 seconds.

However the council 
is very conscious of the 
strain staying at home 
places on people and is 
encouraging residents to 
follow government advice 
to help them manage their 
mental wellbeing.

This is:
• Seek information: and 

practical guidance from 
reliable news sources. 
Avoid listening to or fol-

lowing rumours that make 
you uncomfortable.

• Stay connected: main-
tain your social networks, 
i.e. via email, reliable 
social media, texts and 
telephone.

• Engage in healthy 
activities: keep regular 
sleep routines, exercise 
at home and eat healthy 
food. Keep things in per-
spective – public health 
agencies and experts in 
all countries are working 
on the outbreak to ensure 
the availability of the best 
care to those affected.

On top of this, the coun-
cil is also offering the 
following advice to resi-
dents:

• Be careful what you 
read and seek news from 
reputable sources – limit 
your time watching/read-
ing things that aren’t help-
ing your anxiety/worries/
frame of mind. 

• Keep in touch with 
friends, colleagues and 
family – using your phone, 
tablet, computer if you are 
self-isolating

• Look after yourself – 
eat well and exercise

• Focus on what you can 
control .

Amanda Healy, the 

MAINTAINING MENTAL WELLBEING 
WHILE STAYING HOME

council’s director of pub-
lic health, said: “We fully 
appreciate that these are 
really difficult times for 
everybody and that being 
asked to stay at home is 
a massive ask. However 
it is vitally important that 
everyone follows the gov-
ernment guidance and 
plays their part in slowing 
the spread of Coronavi-
rus - in the interests of the 
health of all of us and pro-
tecting the NHS

“It is inevitable that 
when staying indoors 
people will feel bored, 
frustrated or lonely. They 
may also be low, worried 
or anxious, or concerned 
about their finances, 
health or those close to 
them.

“We would encourage 
everyone to follow the 
guidance from the gov-
ernment and ourselves 
on ways to maintain their 
mental wellbeing, and to 
seek support if they need 
it.”

Further information on 
ways to manage men-
tal wellbeing is available 
on the council’s website 
at http://www.durham.
gov.uk/article/22992/
Look-after-yourself.

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 

factory and saveFREE

COUNTY DURHAM and 
Darlington NHS Founda-
tion Trust has announced 
that, in light of national 
guidance for people to 
stay at home to help fur-
ther prevent the spread 
of Coronavirus, visiting at 
all of its hospitals across 
County Durham and Dar-
lington has been sus-
pended with immediate 
effect. 

Executive Director of 
Nursing, Noel Scanlon, 
said: “We’ve taken this 
decision to protect our 
patients, many of whom 
are elderly and already 
very ill, and our staff who 
need to be well to care for 
our patients. 

“The restrictions will 
be in place until further 
notice and only the fol-
lowing visitors will be per-
mitted:

• One parent or legal 

guardian on children’s 
wards

• One birthing partner in 
maternity units

• Patients receiving end 
of life care, at the discre-
tion of the ward Sister.

“This will apply in all 
our hospitals including 
University Hospital of 
North Durham, Darling-
ton Memorial Hospital, 
Bishop Auckland Hospital 
and our community hos-
pitals.

“These are unprece-
dented times and we’re 
grateful for the support 
we’re getting from the 
public. 

“We understand that 
people will be disap-
pointed to not be able to 
visit loved ones in hospi-
tal and we ask our local 
communities for their 
understanding at this dif-
ficult time.” 

HOSPITAL VISITATION 
SUSPENDED

ALL REGISTER offices in 
County Durham are now 
closed to the public until 
further notice.

To register a death 
please make a telephone 
appointment by calling 
03000 266 000.

All birth registration 
appointments have 
been cancelled until fur-
ther notice. To apply for 
child benefit or univer-
sal credit in advance of 

a birth being registered, 
visit https://www.gov.uk/
child-benefit

All ceremonies, includ-
ing weddings, civil 
partnerships, naming 
ceremonies and non-stat-
utory celebrations have 
also been suspended.

Birth, marriage and 
death certificates can 
be ordered online or by 
phone and they will be 
posted to residents.

REGISTERING BIRTHS 
& DEATHS

The MoTor Shop
2 CheapSide, Shildon, 01388 773654
• All types of number plates supplied
• All types of keys cut
• Immobiliser batteries
• Photocopying & Fax service
• Car Batteries (with 2 year guarantee)
Open Mon-Fri 8.30am - 5.00pm | Sat 8.30am - 1.45pm

www.themotorshop.co.uk

Est.1979

If you are providing 
support for anyone 

in isolation who does 
not have internet 

access, please 
consider printing a 
copy of this paper 
to deliver to them 
along with their 

supplies.

NEW ADVERTISERS  
65% OFF WHILE ONLINE

e: crier@swd.news
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A. FrAncis
Roofing & Building

From a single slate to a new roof
Gutters cleaned and inspected

Chimney repairs

No job too small
Tel: 01388 833853

Mob: 07811 848228
Established 1987

Repointing to brickwork

People are advised to 
accept help from friends, 
family and neighbours 
where possible, but any-
one in need of extra sup-
port can find a list of local 
groups on the council’s 
website www.durhamlo-
cate.org.uk or fill in our 
Coronavirus help form at 
www.durham.gov.uk/cov-
id19help 

Those enquiries will 
be directed to our virtual 
council hubs, staffed by 
AAP workers and coun-
cil volunteers, who will 
assess any requests for 
information and provide 
appropriate help to resi-
dents. 

Alternatively, help can 
be accessed by emailing 
help@durham.gov.uk or 
calling 03000 260 260. 

The council is also urging 
anyone willing and able to 
volunteer to register their 
interest on its website.   

This will allow workers to 
match their skills and avail-

ability with the needs of 
residents in their local area 
and ensure that volunteers 
as well as the vulnerable 
access appropriate advice 
to keep themselves safe.

Local voluntary groups, 
businesses and other 
agencies who can offer 
help in the community are 
also being encouraged to 
join the council’s hub to 
support people in this time 
of crisis. 

People should fill in an 
online form at www.dur-
ham.gov.uk/covid19volun-
teer or call 03000 260 260. 

Once they have regis-
tered their interest and 
their details are verified, 
their services will be 
added to the council’s 
Locate site, where people 
in need will be able to find 
their information. 

Cllr Simon Henig, leader 
of Durham County Coun-
cil, said: “We understand 
that this is a very worrying 
time for a lot of people, 
particularly those who will 

A HELPLINE, webpage 
and support network have 
been set up to help people 
in County Durham who are 
struggling during the Coro-
navirus pandemic. 

Following government 
advice that people with 
certain health conditions 
must stay isolated for the 
next 12 weeks in order to 
be shielded from the virus, 
Durham County Council 
also wants to reassure res-
idents that they will receive 
the help they need. 

County Durham Together 
has been set up by the 
council to provide peo-
ple with support, either 
through established net-
works of community or 
volunteer groups, or from 
the council itself through 
staff volunteers. 

They will be able to help 
with a number of requests, 
such as food shopping, 
deliveries, general help 
and guidance, or someone 
who can listen and sup-
port. 

COUNCIL LAUNCHES VIRTUAL SUPPORT 
HUBS TO PROVIDE HELP 

DALE WATSON, aged 
27 of Hazeldale Avenue, 
Shildon, appeared before 
South Durham Magis-
trates Court recently 
charged with burglary, 
damage and assault. 

The case was trans-
ferred to Durham Crown 
Court for 27th April. Until 
that date, Watson was 
given several bail condi-
tions by the court includ-
ing that he not enter 
County Durham.

BURGLARY 
AND ASSAULT 
CHARGE

with rainbows and other 
cheerful images to show 
social solidarity whilst in 
physical isolation. 

Now Shildon Town 
Council is promoting the 
pictures on their Face-
book page for all to see. 

A spokesperson for 
the council said: “Come 
on everyone, let’s show 
other communities how 
good ours is by promot-
ing everyone to stay home 
and stay safe during Covid 
19.”

SHILDON TOWN Council 
is encouraging residents 
to send them pictures of 
their window rainbows 
and window displays.

Youngsters (and adults) 
across the nation have 
adorned their windows 

SHILDON ADORNED IN RAINBOWS
Max aged 4, gives a thumbs up from his window, which displays his beautiful rainbows.

Email your image to  
council@shildon.gov.uk  
with your child’s first name 
and age, and the council 
will promote them on their 
social media pages and 
share the message #shil-
donstayingsafe.

CHILDREN ELIGIBLE for 
free school meals will 
benefit from a national 
voucher scheme allow-
ing them to continue to 
access meals whilst they 
stay at home.

Schools can now pro-
vide every eligible child 
with a weekly shopping 
voucher worth £15 to 
spend at supermarkets 
while schools are closed 
due to Coronavirus.

Schools can continue 
to provide meals for col-
lection or delivery them-
selves, but where this is 
not possible, the scheme 
will allow schools to pro-
vide vouchers to families 
electronically, or as a gift 
card for those without 
internet access.

The vouchers can be 
spent on food at a range 
of shops including Sains-
bury’s, Tesco, Asda, Mor-
risons and M&S, with the 
Department working to 
get more shops to join the 
scheme as soon as pos-
sible.

For more information 
visit www.gov.uk and 
search ‘voucher scheme’.

VOUCHERS 
REPLACE 
FREE SCHOOL 
MEALS

be self-isolating for a pro-
longed period of time. Our 
message to those people 
is that they are not alone. 
Their care remains our pri-
ority.

“We hope the launch of 
this service will reassure 
residents that support 
will always be there. We 
would remind residents 
though that our services 
are being stretched dur-
ing these unprecedented 
times and we would con-
tinue to encourage people, 
where possible, to use their 
trusted network of fam-
ily and friends in the first 
instance of need.”

Jo Laverick, the exec-
utive director of Durham 
Community Action, said: 
“In this rapidly changing 
climate, it is vital that we 
all work together to protect 
our most vulnerable and 
this community hub will 
help us to do that. Knowing 
that help and support is 
available will go a long way 
in reassuring residents.”
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clubs, including league 
leaders Stockton Town 
and second division 
leaders, West Allotment 
Celtic, highlights that the 
FA decision “still pends 
official ratification by the 
FA Council” and urgently 
calls for “constructive 
dialogue with the FA.”

It goes on to agree that 
“the public health situa-
tion ... undoubtedly takes 
precedence over foot-
ball”, but adds that “all 
[signatory] clubs agree 
with the decision that the 
current playing season 
should be indefinitely 
discontinued until it is 
safe to resume”, pointing 
out that this is “a similar 
stance to what the Pre-

mier League aims to do 
- wait several weeks to 
see how the public health 
situation unfolds before 
deciding the next steps”.

The letter asks the FA 
to clarify a number of 
points, including why 
it made its decision so 
hastily given “there is 
plenty of time ahead in 
the coming weeks and 
months that can be uti-
lised to sensibly consult 
with leagues and clubs.”

The letter claims that 
while the FA released a 
statement suggesting 
consensus had been 
reached on expunging 
results, “no such con-
sensus was ever reached 
amongst the NLS steps 

SHILDON AFC are among 
more than 60 signatories 
of a letter questioning the 
Football Association’s 
decision to void the sea-
son at steps three to six 
of non-league, and at var-
ious levels of the wom-
en’s game.

The chairmen of the 
clubs, including Shildon’s 
David Dent, are protest-
ing the FA’s decision, 
claiming “a total lack of 
substantive dialogue 
or consultation” before 
reaching a decision in 
“needless and inexplica-
ble haste”.

The three-page joint 
letter to the FA, signed 
by the chairmen of six 
other Northern League 

SHILDON AFC AMONG CLUBS QUESTIONING FA 
DECISION TO BRING SEASON TO AN EARLY CLOSE

Shildon AFC have signed a letter from over 60 clubs questioning the FA’s decision to bring the season to an early halt. Photo: Tom Clegg.
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three to six,” adding that 
“some leagues were 
barely consulted” and 
that “clubs at step seven 
of the non-league pyra-
mid were not consulted 
whatsoever”.

The letter also hight-
lights the two-tier treat-
ment of non-league 
clubs, noting that “NLS 
steps one to two are not 
in the same ‘null and void’ 
decision”.

It also points out that 
the grievances are not 
only held by clubs occu-
pying promotion and rel-
egation places, saying 
that “many clubs backing 
[the] letter do not cur-
rently stand to get pro-
moted yet still offer their 
support because of their 
belief in upholding the 
integrity of the football-
ing leagues”. 

Another point the letter 
makes is that some clubs 
“including Jersey Bulls 
FC and Vauxhall Motors 
FC have also already 
mathematically secured 
promotion”, and asks, 
“what are the grounds 

for them not to get pro-
moted this season? ... It 
is patently unjust to have 
a season’s tireless work 
annulled in such a man-
ner”.

The financial implica-
tions of the FA decision 
are also highlighted. 

“Why did the FA, in 
reaching its decision, not 
discuss the huge finan-
cial impact during their 
‘consultation’ process? 
Are clubs expected to 
foot the bill for playing a 
season of [what amount 
to be] ‘friendlies’?”, it 
asks. 

The letter claims the 
decision is a “water-
shed moment for the 
FA and the relationship 
it chooses to have with 
non-league and grass-
roots football”, and does 
not rule out the possi-
bility of “potential legal 
recourse” should the FA 
fail to respond to its call 
for additional dialogue.

The letter can be read 
in full on our website ver-
sion of this story at www.
swd.news.


