
Issue No 278 At the heart of our wonderful community Saturday 25th January 2020

Published at: 3-4 First Floor Offices, Shildon Town Council, Civic Hall Square, Shildon DL4 1AH  
• Editorial: 01388 775896 • Advertising: 07909 992731 • Email: bishop@swd.news • Online: www.swd.news/bishop • 

You can read all our sister papers online at www.swd.news: Spennymoor News • Ferryhill & Chilton Chapter • Shildon & District Town Crier

www.hackettandbaines.co.uk

EST 1898

hackettandbaines@btconnect.com

4’ 6” DOUBLE DIVAN
With Two Drawers 
FREE Headboard 
FREE Delivery
 
Limited OfferPark right outside our showroom and shop at your leisure!

47-49 Main Street, Shildon, DL4 1AF 47-49 Main Street, Shildon, DL4 1AF • • 01388 772671  |  30-31 Bondgate, Darlington, DL3 7JJ 01388 772671  |  30-31 Bondgate, Darlington, DL3 7JJ • • 01325 463303  |  Mon-Fri 9am - 5pm 01325 463303  |  Mon-Fri 9am - 5pm • • Sat 9am - 4pmSat 9am - 4pm

Free Delivery

Electric Adjustable  
Bed Ranges

FROM 
£599 £399

now
£299

BEDROOM FURNITURE

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

THE UNTOLD stories of 
Auckland Castle have 
been broadcast to the 
nation in an hour-long tel-
evision documentary. 

The castle was featured 
on Channel 5 show, Dig-
ging Up Britain’s Past, on 
Saturday, 18th January. 

The popular programme 
has explored legends 
from British history such 
as Henry VII and Robin 
Hood. 

And, last week it was 
County Durham’s own 
powerful Prince Bishops 
in the spotlight as pre-
senter, Alex Langlands, 
joined experts in an 
archaeological dig at the 
900-year-old castle.

The excavation, which 
took place in 2019, 
revealed more about the 
lives of the Prince Bish-
ops, men who governed 
the Palatinate of Durham, 

a role which gave them 
exceptional power beyond 
that of any other bishop in 
England. Auckland Castle 
was one of their palaces, 
places of work and seats 
of power.

The discoveries shine 
a light on the impressive 
size and scale of the 
castle’s medieval walls, 
showing they were at 
one point, two-and-a-half 
metres wide and more 

than seven metres tall. 
Inside the castle’s 

imposing walls, archaeol-
ogists excavated an area 
outside the castle’s Great 
Hall, where they found 
pieces of glass, cutlery 
and crockery, which 
would have been on the 
Bishop’s table during the 
17th century.                  

Those digging on the 

AUCKLAND CASTLE HITS NATION’S SCREENS
Alex Langlands with the team on the final day of the excavation. Copyright: © Viacom Studios UK, courtesy of The Auckland Project.

BISHOP AUCKLAND 
Astronomical Society is 
a small group of friendly 
and enthusiastic amateur 
astronomers who meet at 
the new Bishop Auckland 
Community Fire Station 
every month. 

Their next meeting is on 
Thursday, 6th February 
from 7-9pm.

Their guest speaker will 
be Dr. Ryan Cooke from 
Durham University, who 
will be giving a talk on The 
First Stars.

A spokesperson for the 
society said: “If you are 
interested in becoming 
a member, whether you 
are just starting out or are  
an experienced observer,  
you will find a warm wel-
come.

“We offer free annual 
membership, with a nomi-
nal fee on the door. 

“We have very high qual-
ity speakers most of the 
time, specialising in their 
own field of interest.

“The society also holds 
regular observing ses-
sions at our dark site. 
Please come along and 
see for yourself.”

For more details about 
the society, including  
details of all the talks 
booked for this year and 
other events and activi-
ties, visit their website at 
www.baastro.co.uk

BISHOP 
AUCKLAND 
ASTRONOMICAL 
SOCIETY TALKS
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draw it.
“It was the camaraderie, 

friendships and laugh-
ter that carried everyone 
along, that famous Geor-
die humour. I have a great 
love for the people of the 
North East and the min-
ing communities. There’s 
something special about 
them and I love bringing 
that to life on canvas.”

Born into a mining fam-
ily, Bob was just 17 when 
he became a miner in 
1957, embarking on an 
11-year career at the 
coastal pit in Whitburn.

But his life-long love 
for art saw him leave the 
mines in 1969 and begin 
exhibiting artwork, before 
becoming a full-time art-
ist in 1974.

As well as paintings and 
drawings, Bob has been 
commissioned to cre-
ate a wealth of public art 
across the North East. 

This includes the life-
sized sculpture of Stan 
Laurel, which stands at 
Theatre Corner in Bishop 
Auckland, and a mural 
of the town’s history at 
Bishop Auckland Railway 
Station. 

Angela Thomas, Exhi-
bitions Curator at the 
Mining Art Gallery, said: 
“Bob is one of the most 
instantly recognisable 
artists in the North East. 
His unique graphic style 
brings to life the world 

of the miner and the soli-
darity of the communities 
that still exist.  

“It has been such an 
honour for us to work with 
Bob on this exhibition.  It 
seems fitting to give so 
many of his works pride 
of place in the Mining Art 
Gallery.”

Backshift: Bob Olley 
at 80 will be on show in 
a new, larger exhibition 
space in the gallery.

It follows another exhi-
bition in tribute to a great 
mining artist, Norman 
Cornish, which was part 
of a County-wide celebra-
tion of the artist’s cente-
nary year. 

And art-lovers can meet 
Bob in person at a special 
event, In Conversation 
with Bob Olley on Thurs-
day, 23rd April. The event, 
from 6.30 - 8pm, will see 
the artist discuss the 
new exhibition with Bob 
McManners who, with 
Gillian Wales, founded the 
Gemini Collection, which 
is housed in the Mining 
Art Gallery. 

The talk will take place 
at Auckland Tower and 
will be followed by a pri-
vate tour of the exhibition 
at the gallery with Bob 
Olley. Tickets are £10 and 
include a glass of wine.

To book, visit Auckland 
Tower or book online at  
au c k land p ro je c t .o rg / 
whats-on.

THE 80TH birthday of 
North East mining artist, 
Bob Olley is being cel-
ebrated with a special 
exhibition at Bishop Auck-
land’s Mining Art Gallery. 

Backshift: Bob Olley at 
80 will open on Saturday, 
15th February and runs 
until Sunday 10th May. 

It will feature more than 
thirty of Bob’s works, 
offering a window into his 
perspective on the heart, 
humour and quirky reality 
of the mining world and 
community life surround-
ing it.

On display are some 
of his earliest drawings 
from the 1960s, when 
he dreamt of a career as 
a magazine illustrator, 
before fate sent him to 
follow in his father’s foot-
steps into the local col-
liery. 

Bob’s style captures 
iconic scenes and fig-
ures of the North East, 
from the Blaydon Races 
to the devastating miners’ 
strikes of the 1980s. 

Oil paintings, sculpture 
and preparatory sketches 
of his most-loved works 
are brought together as 
he looks back on over five 
decades of his artistic 
career, where life above 
and below ground is 
chronicled in his distinc-
tive, graphic style.

His artwork shines the 
warm glow of a miner’s 

lamp on the camarade-
rie of miners hewing and 
hauling coal in dangerous 
and inhospitable condi-
tions. And the pieces on 
show at the Mining Art 
Gallery span the gradual 
decline of the industry.

One of the paintings 
featured, High Speed 
Drifters, illustrates Bob’s 
very last job at Whitburn 
Colliery and captures the 
constantly wet and noisy 
environment in which 
miners spent their work-
ing hours. 

Other pieces on display 
turn the spotlight on daily 
life in the tight-knit North 
East communities of the 
1960s and 70s. 

This includes what is 
arguably his most famous 
work, The Westoe Netty, 
a humorous depiction of 
a public urinal. Though 
globally recognised now, 
the artwork sparked con-
troversy at its first show-
ing, nearly closing the 
entire exhibition on the 
grounds of indecency.

Bob, who lives and works 
in South Shields, said: “I 
have always expressed 
myself best through art. 
When I first went down 
the mines I found it hard 
to articulate how I felt 
about the blinding dark, 
the noise and the con-
stant movement – the 
only way to describe my 
life underground was to 

NEW EXHIBITION TO CELEBRATE BOB OLLEY
Artist, Bob Olley, in his South Shields studio. Photograph: House of Hues, courtesy The Auckland Project.
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Bishop Auckland College is seeking to recruit a 
1.0 Lecturer Coordinator in Maths

37 hours per week – Permanent position 
Harmonised Pay Scale Points: 15 – 35 
(£18,684.00 – £33,313.00 per annum)

For further details and an application form 
please email katie.hinch@bacoll.ac.uk or 
contact our 24 hour answering service on 

01388 443108.

Closing date for receipt of application is: 
Friday 31st January 2020 at 12.00 noon

PROPOSALS REPORTED 
in the last issue of the 
Bishop Press to invest 
almost £63 million in 
leisure services across 
County Durham have 
been approved by Durham 
County Council’s Cabinet.

The approval gives the 
green light to a £63m lei-
sure investment which 
will see Bishop Auckland’s 
outdated leisure centre 
replaced with a brand 
new, purpose-built centre.

Cllr Carl Marshall, Cab-
inet member for Durham 
County Council, said: “We 
have already been very 
successful in introducing 
pioneering new ways to 
get active at our leisure 
centres, including pool-
based activities such as 
aqua cycle and aqua pole 
sessions, which have 
proven very popular.

“It’s important that we 
build on this by contin-
uing to follow changing 
tastes and trends in the 
fitness industry if we are 
to increase participation 

NEW LEISURE CENTRE PLANS 
APPROVED BY COUNCILLORS

Plans for a brand new state-of-the-art leisure centre in Bishop 
Auckland have been approved by Durham County Council’s Cabinet.

in physical activity in the 
county and provide peo-
ple with the type of ser-
vices they want.

“In some areas this 
means looking at what 
our centres currently offer 
and updating it or even 
refurbishing areas and 
introducing new equip-
ment. 

“However, in Bishop 
Auckland, Seaham and 
Chester-le-Street, the 
centres would require sig-
nificant work so the most 
viable option is to look at 
building a new centre.

“I am, therefore, particu-
larly pleased that we are 
able to commit such a 
significant sum to make 
this happen as part of a 
project that is going to 
see the transformation of 
our leisure centres over 
the coming years.”

Before finalising any 
plans for its centres, the 
council will work with res-
idents and leisure centre 
users to decide how ser-
vices should look.

The team is looking for 
a concept that is inter-
active, playful, comple-
mentary to the space and 
appealing to a wide audi-
ence.

A commission fee of up 
to £4,000 will be available 
for the winning proposal 
to cover all materials, 
installation costs and art-
ist fees. 

The community arts 
team also plans to 
develop family engage-
ment activities to run 
alongside the exhibition 
throughout the summer, 
which will be funded sep-
arately. 

Professional artists liv-
ing, working or studying 
in County Durham can 

submit proposals, which 
must feature an element 
of new work but can also 
include existing creations 
or themes.

Artists are encour-
aged to incorporate a 
variety of interactive 
elements within a range 
of media, including wall 
mounted and free-stand-
ing installations, still dig-
ital images, projections, 
sound, light, sculpture, 
textile, print, painting and 
drawing.

The gallery dimensions 
are 12.5 metres by 10 
metres with a height of 
3.3 metres.

Proposals should be 
submitted via email to  
deborah.connell@durham. 
gov.uk by Friday 31st Jan-
uary and successful can-
didates will be informed 
by Friday 28th February.

Other improvements 
being made at the venue 
include a new library, café 
and shop, and more com-
fortable seating and mod-
ern facilities in the theatre 
and cinema. Bookings for 
events can also now be 
made online.

For more about events 
and activities taking place  
this year and to make 
bookings, visit bishop 
aucklandtownhall.org.uk.

AN EXCITING commis-
sion is on offer for artists 
across County Durham 
to create playful and 
interactive work for the 
revamped Bishop Auck-
land Town Hall.

The Town Hall will reo-
pen in the spring follow-
ing a £1.5 million refur-
bishment by its owner, 
Durham County Council.

To celebrate the reo-
pening, the council’s 
community arts team has 
launched a special visual 
arts commission, giving 
artists the opportunity 
to exhibit their work at a 
new ground floor gallery 
space from Saturday 18th  
July to Saturday 5th Sep-
tember. 

ARTISTS WITH FRESH IDEAS 
NEEDED FOR REVAMPED GALLERY

Bishop Auckland Town Hall will reopen in the spring after a £1.5m refurbishment.

meiklesmeikles
solicitorssolicitors
FAMILY  CHILDREN  WILLS 

 PROBATE  LPAs  LITIGATION
MENTAL  HEALTH

EMPLOYMENT  
CONVEYANCING

CRIMINAL 
YOUR LOCAL 

LEGAL EXPERTS
01388 451 122
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 Mayor’s Charity Ball
Friday 31st January  | The Fabs + 3 Course Meal | £25 *

Wedding Fayre
Saturday 1st February  | 12 noon - 3pm | Free Entry

Roy ‘Chubby’ Brown 
Friday 28th February | £25 (tickets online)

Ronnington 
Saturday 29th February| £10 | Live Music All Day
Raising money for the Bobby Robson Foundation *
Drag Brunch hosted by Tess Tickle 

Sunday 1st March | £30 *
The Skapanes

Saturday 23rd March | £5 *
Looney Bingo 

Saturday 11th April | £10 *
AC/DC GB + The Crue 
Sunday 12th April | £10 *

* Tickets available from the Civic Hall
Civic Hall Square, Shildon, DL4 1AH | 01388 772902

JK’s Plastics & Roofing
All types of Roofing, Slating, 

Tiling, Flat Roofing, 
Dry Verge Systems

Guttering Renewed & 
Replaced, uPVC Fascias, 

Soffits & Cladding 
(Wood or Plastic)

Fibreglass Flat Roofing
“We will beat any genuine 

written quote”
Contact Kevin:
01388 600187
07919 178 979

Bek, (Bishop of Durham 
from 1284-1310), and his 
medieval way of life. 

The team visited Dirle-
ton Castle in Scotland, 
which was besieged by 
the Bishop’s army, and 
Corfe Castle in Dorset to 
get hands on with medie-
val weapons of war. 

The show shone a light 
on the extraordinary 
archaeological finds 
uncovered at Auckland 
Castle and their contribu-
tion towards the under-
standing of medieval Brit-
ain. 

Many of the exciting 
finds seen on the pro-
gramme, discovered 
during the dig, will be on 
display in an exhibition at 
Auckland Castle later this 
year. 

Professor Gerrard led 
the excavation last sum-
mer with archaeology stu-
dents from the University 
taking part alongside vol-
unteers from The Auck-
land Project, which owns 
the castle. 

The excavation is part 
of an annual programme 
of excavations in part-
nership with The Auck-

land Project with more 
planned in the future. 

Chris said: “Working 
together with local vol-
unteers from The Auck-
land Project and Durham 
University students, we 
uncovered structures we 
never knew existed and 
provided a fascinating 
window into the lives of 
the powerful Prince Bish-
ops. 

“The excavation has 
given us so much new 
information on the life-
styles of those living at 
Auckland Castle. 

“Every year we find out a 
little bit more and add to 
the ever growing story of 
the Prince Bishops. 

“We are already looking 
forward to coming back 
again next year.”

John Castling said: 
“Having the Digging Up 
Britain’s Past team on site 
during the dig was very 
exciting for everyone and 
it’s been amazing to see 
Bishop Auckland feature 
on television. 

“It is great for more peo-
ple to hear the stories of 
the Prince Bishops and 
learn more about the rich 
history of Auckland Cas-
tle and County Durham.” 

Auckland Castle fea-
tured on episode three of 
the latest series of Dig-
ging Up Britain’s Past on 
Channel 5 on Saturday, 
18th January. 

The programme is 
also available to view at 
any time via Channel 5’s 
catch-up service, My5.

site also found scraps of 
centuries-old food that 
would have been served 
at the Bishop’s table. 

Animal and fish bones, 
as well as shellfish and 
lobster were uncovered in 
a medieval rubbish dump, 
exactly where they would 
have been thrown centu-
ries ago by those working 
in the castle’s kitchens. 

The television pro-
gramme saw presenter 
Alex Langlands, who is 
also a lecturer in Medieval 
History, Archaeology and 
Heritage, examine these 
discoveries alongside 
Professor Chris Gerrard, 
Dr Pam Graves and Car-
oline Smith from Durham 
University’s Archaeology 
department and John 
Castling, Archaeology 
and Social History Cura-
tor at The Auckland Pro-
ject. 

The Digging Up Britain’s 
Past team also travelled 
across the country to 
learn more about Anthony 

CASTLE HITS NATION’S SCREENS
The excavation at Auckland Castle. Copyright: © Viacom Studios UK. Courtesy of The Auckland Project.

FOR THIS year, King 
James Academy has 
launched their most 
ambitious fundraising 
project yet: The £10,000 
Charity Challenge.

“Fundraising for wor-
thy causes is an impor-
tant part of life at King 
James I Academy,” said 
a spokesperson, “and the 
school organises a host 
of events and activities 
throughout the year to 
show young people that 
they can make a real dif-
ference in their commu-
nity and the wider world.” 

The aim of the latest 
ambitious King James 
Charity Challenge is to 
raise a total of £10,000 
for a variety of charities, 
both local and national, 
between January 2020 
and January 2021. 

Each half term, year 

KING JAMES LAUNCH 
FUNDRAISING CHALLENGE

Year 11 Head Boy, Adam Hughes and Head Girl, Freya Dhiman 
helped to officially launch this year’s Charity Challenge.

groups from 7-11 will 
be allocated a different 
charity. 

Their fundraising 
efforts will be donated 
at the end of the time 
period with the school 
totaliser keeping track of 
their year group efforts 
and their contribution 
towards fulfilling the 
overall Academy goal. 

Over the next year, the 
school will be supporting 
the British Heart Founda-
tion, Stray Aid Local Ani-
mal Rescue, Butterwick 
Hospice, West Auckland 
Food Bank and The Off-
side Trust - Safeguarding 
Children in Sport. 

Local businesses or 
members of the com-
munity who would like 
to make a donation can 
contact Main Reception 
at King James. 

FROM PAGE 1

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING
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BRAND NEW STORE NOW OPEN!

GET 15 MINUTES FREE
WHEN YOU PURCHASE A
60 MINUTE PACKAGE!

New Customer?

FIND US OPPOSITE MCDONALD’S 
AT TINDALE RETAIL PARK!
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CONSERVATIVE MP for 
Bishop Auckland constit-
uency, Dehenna Davison, 
officially addressed Par-
liament for the first time 
in her maiden speech last 
week. 

Speaking in the Health 
and Social Care debate 
last week, the newly 
elected MP, who is the 
first Conservative to rep-
resent the constituency 
since its creation in 1885, 
praised her predeces-
sor for her “good work 
on maintenance fees for 
new build estates”, paid 
tribute to the NHS staff 
who fought valiantly to 
help save her late father’s 
life, outlined her key local 
priority of “fighting for 
improved health services 
at Bishop Auckland Hos-
pital” and re-opening the 
local A&E. 

In addition to reaffirm-
ing her commitment to 
the local hospital, Ms 
Davison highlighted the 
proud history of Bishop 
Auckland’s railways, min-
ers, farmers and football-
ers as well as its over 70 
local communities. 

She also addressed her 
plan to work as a ‘true 
champion’ for farmers, 
create a thriving rural 
economy, eradicate “not 
spots” by boosting con-
nectivity and repairing 
Whorlton Bridge. 

NEW MP GIVES MAIDEN SPEECH
Dehenna Davison MP gives her maiden speech at parliament.

All of which she 
described as at the heart 
of her local plan. 

She said: “In the east 
of the constituency, in an 
all too familiar story, our 
high streets are under 
pressure. 

But the Government is 
listening, and I’m chuffed 
once more that Bishop 
Auckland will benefit from 
the Towns Fund AND the 
Future High Streets Fund.”

In the finishing state-
ments of her speech 
Davison mentioned her 
plan to improve youth 
employment opportuni-
ties by setting up a Youth 
Employment Champi-
ons scheme: “Improving 
social mobility is not only 
a passion of mine, but it 
feels to me that it is my 
very duty to my constitu-
ents and to my country,” 
she said. 

Ms Davison concluded 
by paying tribute to her 
late father, who tragically 
passed away after a sin-
gle blow to the head when 
she was just 13. 

She thanked the exem-
plary work of police 
officers, highlighted the 
strong inspiration her 
father had on her values 
today and how his impact 
has taught her a sense 
of duty to “leave a better 
world for future genera-
tions”.

GUTTER 
CLEANING

Gutters & Downpipes Cleaned
No Ladders Used

Soffits, fascias & 
conservatories cleaned

Gutters repaired and/or renewed

07519 376870
(local)

A. FrAncis
Roofing & Building

From a single slate to a new roof
Gutters cleaned and inspected

Chimney repairs

No job too small
Tel: 01388 833853

Mob: 07811 848228
Established 1987

Repointing to brickwork

IF Electrical & 
Security

Tel: Shaun Hope
07857 813 393
ifproducts07@gmail.com

- Intruder Alarms - CCTV - Fire - 
- Smoke Detection - Access - 
- Control - Security Lighting -  

- Electrical Installation -  
NAPIT Approved

20 Years’  Experience, serving 
the Bishop Auckland area

Now supplying 

CCTV equipment  
to the public

Baby & Toddler K ingdom
153 Newgate Street   Bishop Auckland   DL14 7EN

Tel: Tel: 
01388 66426101388 664261

OU R SALE M UST EN D 
1ST F EBRU A RY 2020

Find us on Facebook, 
Instagram and Twitter

DON’T MISS OUT!DON’T MISS OUT!

Air Ambulance Service. 
Her fundraising through-

out the year has also 
included sponsored 
walks, bag packs and raf-
fles which has meant that, 
along with many others, 
she regularly tops up the 
Woodhouse Close food-
bank and has reached out 
to help homeless people.

So far, she has also 
handed over 50 memory 
boxes to 4louis in mem-
ory of her brother.

She also has a justgiving 
page, set up by her mam, 
Shavonne, to help 4louis, 

who currently need funds 
to support bereaved 
families and ensure our 
local hospitals have the 
bereavement suites they 
all need.

Anastasia is also set to 
compete in Rose UK 2020 
on Sunday 26th January 
for the Mini Rose North 
East title, and if she wins, 
she will qualify to com-
pete for Mini Rose UK. 

Anyone interested in 
supporting Anastasia’s 
fundraising can visit www. 
justgiving.com/fundraising 
/shavonne-spence.

PAGEANT PRINCESS, 
Anastasia Ethelena Row-
ell, who is just four years 
old, has had a busy year.

She has been holding 
charity and memorial pag-
eants to raise funds for 
the 4Louis charity, whose 
aim to provide hospitals 
free of charge with mem-
ory boxes to be given to 
bereaved parents who 
suffer the trauma of still-
birth or neonatal death.

Anastasia tragically lost 
her baby brother, Renzo 
and hosts the Renzo 
Angels pageant every 
April in his memory as well 
as a Halloween Dream 
pageant in October. 

From the last two pag-
eants she held, she has 
raised enough funds to 
donate three cold cuddle 
cots to local NHS  hos-
pitals as well as donat-
ing the fantastic sum of 
£3,500 to the Great North 

PAGEANT PRINCESS ANASTASIA 
RAISES FUNDS 4LOUIS

Anastasia, 4, has raised thousands over the past year in her fundraising for the 4Louis charity.
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IN TROUBLE WITH THE LAW?

Tel: 01388 606660

Crime and Road Traffic Offences • Matrimonial 
Family • Children • General Litigation

Personal Injury Claims • Conveyancing 
Business Leases • Wills & Probate

www.cwbooth.co.uk

SUNDERLAND AFC leg-
ends, Peter Reid and 
Kevin Phillips will be the 
guests of honour at a 
Charity Sportsman’s Din-
ner in aid of  Bishop Auck-
land based charity, Angel 
Trust. 

The dinner will be held 
at Bowburn Hall Hotel on 

SUNDERLAND LEGENDS AT 
CHARITY SPORTSMAN’S DINNER

Sunderland legends, Peter Reid and Kevin Phillips.

Thursday 13th February 
and will include a come-
dian act. 

Tickets are £35 per per-
son and include a three-
course meal. They can 
be booked online at angel 
trust.co.uk/events or by 
calling the hotel on 0191 
377 0311.

ROTARY FELLOWSHIP AWARDS

Bishop Auckland Rotarians, Brian Pike, left and John Yeomans, 
right, have recently been awarded the prestigious Paul Harris 
Fellowships for services to Rotary. The pair are pictured here 
receiving their awards from Bishop Auckland Rotary President, 
Tony Sanderson.

Dated: 25/1/2020

Helen Lynch
Head of Legal & Democratic Services

County Hall, Durham DH1 5UL

In accordance with Section 90C of the Highways Act 1980 Durham County Council, 
in exercise of their powers under Section 90G of the Highways Act 1980, propose to 
construct speed cushions complying with the Highways (Road Humps) Regulations 
1999 on Escomb Road, Bishop Auckland. The scheme will comprise of 3 speed 
cushions at separate locations. (1) outside No.57 Escomb Road (2) outside No.45 
Escomb Road (3) outside No.38 Escomb Road. Please refer to plans attached to this 
notice for dimensions, layout and construction details of the speed cushions. Full 
details of the proposal are available at Bishop Auckland Library & County Hall, 
Durham during normal opening hours and via the council’s website. Any person 
wishing to object to the proposal should submit these in writing to S Renwick, Legal 
Assistant, County Hall, Durham DH1 5UL or by email to  
Highways.Orders@durham.gov.uk (ref: 224475) by 15/2/2020. 

 PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION OF SPEED CUSHIONS
(ESCOMB ROAD, BISHOP AUCKLAND)

King James coach Dion Raitt, David Dent, Nick Grieveson, Kim 
O’Connor, Dir. of Learning for PE at King James and Darren Tait.

debut this season.
Shildon AFC’s official 

training facilities are now 
located at King James I 
Academy where they have 
access to strength and 
conditioning suites, class-
rooms, football pitches 
and the superb 3G pitch. 

The partnership agree-
ment is a long term com-
mitment and it will see the 
development and growth 
of a post-16 Football 
Academy, where schol-
ars can take advantage of 
day to day coaching from 
ex-Northern League play-
ers and coaches, work on 
strength and condition-
ing, video analysis and 
have the opportunity to 
train with the first team. 

The partnership will 
also see the formation 
of a reserve side for Shil-
don and the development 
of facilities at both King 
James and Dean Street.

David Dent, Chairman of 
Shildon AFC said: “This is 
a really exciting partner-
ship which gives the club 
access to a unique junior 
set up whose emphasis 
is very much on player 

development delivered by 
UEFA B Coaches. 

“King James I Academy 
provides us with not only 
a first class training base, 
but also a football acad-
emy, which will provide 
talented young football-
ers with the opportunity 
to be part of the first and 
reserve teams. 

“But it’s not just about 
football; our partnership 
with Hays Travel and our 
plans for a Travel Acad-
emy based at King James 
will provide young people 
with guaranteed inter-
views with Hays and the 
opportunity to develop 
their career with the fast-
est growing independent 
operator within the travel 
industry.“ 

Nick Grieveson, Head 
Teacher from King James 
I Academy said: “We wel-
come the opportunity to 
be able to work in part-
nership with Shildon AFC, 
Hays Travel and Bishop 
Juniors in order to pro-
vide our students with 
even more exciting, edu-
cational opportunities.

“We very much appreci-
ate the support provided 
by two high profile clubs 
and by Hays Travel. 

“Students now have the 
opportunity to develop 
their careers in football 
and travel and to pursue 
their ambitions from a 
young age. 

“I am sure that our part-
nership will help to sup-
port the next generation 
of young people on their 
way to successful futures 
in two growing industries 
with organisations that 
epitomise the best of the 
North East.”

 Darren Tait, Club Secre-
tary and Football Devel-
opment Officer for Bishop 
Juniors FC said: “We have 
had a very close working 
relationship with King 
James I Academy for over 
four years now, and this 
has been extremely bene-
ficial for both parties. 

“The opportunity to fur-
ther develop with this new 
partnership with Shildon 
AFC is really exciting for 
us all. 

“After our first conversa-
tion I was very impressed 
with the David and his 
ambition, but more impor-
tantly, the genuine plans 
he has in place at the 
club.“

KING JAMES I Academy 
and Bishop Juniors FC 
have signed a partner-
ship agreement with 
Shildon AFC which aims 
to provide opportuni-
ties for young people in 
education, football and 
providing apprenticeship 
opportunities in the travel 
industry. 

Students will have the 
opportunity to pursue 
their academic and sport-
ing interests through 
unrivalled academic path-
ways to a variety of Uni-
versities and into training 
and employment. 

Shildon AFC, who have 
aspirations for promotion 
to the Northern Premier 
League, will become offi-
cial partners of Bishop 
Juniors. 

Combined with their 
own Development Cen-
tre, that will see over 350 
young people associated 
with the club. 

The creation of a very 
real pathway from Bishop 
Juniors to the first team 
is in place, with two of 
Bishop Juniors Under 17’s 
already making first team 

BISHOPS AND SHILDON TEAM UP
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Please don’t hesitate to contact us as we’re more than happy to help!

GROUP AUTO - AUTOCARE GARAGE APPROVED 
MEMBER OF THE GOOD GARAGE SCHEME 

MASTER GARAGE 2013 www.approvedgarage.co.uk 
Member of the motor industry code of Practice
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Tyres & Tests Ltd

For more news from Bishop Auckland and across South West Durham visit: www.swd.news

The U14s team are 
through to the semi finals 
of the County Cup thanks 
to a 2-0 win against Dar-
lington with goals from 
star player, Charlie Brun-
son and from Aidan Bar-
rass.

The U16s enjoyed a 
thumping 5-1 win away at 
Redcar. Goals came from 
Matty Maughan, who also 
picked up the Man of the 
match gong, a brace from 
Robbie Vickers and Luke 
Brownless and Ruaidhri 
Heath also contributing. 

The U17s are also 
through to the semi finals 
after an astonishing 5-5 

draw before knocking 
out Great Ayton 3-1 in the 
penalty shootout.  

This weekend there are 
14 games scheduled, with 
eight of them due to take 
place at home. 

Meanwhile, the club is 
already making prepara-
tions for five days of tour-
naments in May for U7, U8 
and U9 boys and girls. 

The tournaments will 
take place for five days 
from May 11th during 
Bishop Auckland Football 
Club Heritage Park Mar-
quee Week. 

For more details, call 
07968 426817.

IT HAS been another 
great weekend of grass-
roots football at Bishop 
Auckland St Mary’s Jun-
iors with everyone from 
the Little Dribblers to the 
under 17s playing.

As well as the Little 
Dribblers, the Little Stars 
and the U6s all enjoyed 
a productive weekend of 
training.

The U8 Kings had a 
great win in the cup 
against Pools Youth with 
goals from Tom Clarkson 
and Matty Richardson. 

The U9 Kings had an 
exciting and close win 
against Darlington with 
some fantastic goals.

The U10 Aces came 
up against a very good 
Sedgefield team, nar-
rowly losing out in a close 
game.

The U11s derby match 
between the Aces and 
Kings ended with a 3-1 win 
to the Aces. Man of the 
match, Luca McMahon 
was on the scoresheet, 
along with Jay Grant who 
notched a brace. 

ANOTHER BUSY WEEKEND AT ST MARY’S
Some of the 3-4 year-old Little Dribblers kick off their football coaching at St Mary’s

High Quality Gates 
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Seymour  Street,  Bishop  Auckland,  DL14  6JD

Engine 
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Testing
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FREE  
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Driving School
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AN INTREPID group of nine 
young swimmers from the 
Dolphin and Junior swim-
ming squads of Wear Val-
ley Amateur Swimming 
Club competed at the 
Peterlee and Derwentside 
New Year Meet held on 
the 11/12th January at the 
Louisa Centre, Stanley. 

All gained personal best 
times and Joshua Whitton 
won three bronze medals, 
in the 50m backstroke, 
100m Individual Medley 
and 50m freestyle, includ-
ing pbs in each and in the 
50m breaststroke.  

Other highlights 
included Lola Copeland 
with a 100% pb record 
including 5 seconds off 
her 100m backstroke 
entry time and Tegan 
Kipling, with another 100% 
pb attainment, including 
3 seconds off her previ-

NEW YEAR SWIMMING MEET
Some of the swimmers taking part in the New Year Meet. 

ously held 200m free. 
Beatrice Forsyth took 

7 seconds off her 200m 
free and gained pbs for 
each of her 7 events. 

Katie Brooks-Shea gained 
ps in both her events; the 
50m back and 50m but-
terfly. 

Joseph Brown gained a 
3 second pb in the 100m 
breaststroke, Annemarie 
Kelley took 2 seconds off 
her 50m back time, Isobel 
Micklethwait took 8 sec-
onds off her previously 
held 100m back time and 
James Holliday gained an 
8 second pb in his 200m 
free. 

“Many thanks to all of 
the coaching staff espe-
cially our two newest 
coaches, for our trainee 
officials and to the swim-
mers and their parents,” 
said a spokesperson.

BISHOP AUCKLAND FC 
will travel to Newcastle 
Benfield this weekend in 
Northern League Division 
One after narrowly losing 
out to league leaders, 
Stockton Town last week-
end. 

Jamie Owens scored a 
double for the Anchors 
before Keiron Parnaby 

halved the lead with 20 min-
utes to play, but Bishops, 
who are tenth in the table, 
couldn’t find a leveller. 

The away game will be 
followed by three con-
secutive home games 
against Guisborough, 
Northallerton and North 
Shields in respective 
weeks.

BISHOP LOSE OUT TO LEADERS


