
Issue No 951 At the heart of our wonderful community

Published at: 3-4 First Floor Offices, Shildon Town Council, Civic Hall Square, Shildon DL4 1AH  
• Editorial: 01388 775896 • Advertising: 07909 992731 • Email: crier@swd.news • Online: www.swd.news/crier • 

You can read all our sister papers online at www.swd.news: Spennymoor News • Ferryhill & Chilton Chapter • The Bishop Press

Friday 20th December 2019

www.hackettandbaines.co.uk

EST 1898

hackettandbaines@btconnect.com

47-49 Main Street, Shildon, DL4 1AF 47-49 Main Street, Shildon, DL4 1AF • • 01388 77267101388 772671  ••
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm  Mon-Fri 9am-5pm  •  •  Sat 9am-4pmSat 9am-4pm

COMPETITIVE PRICES

BIG SIZE MENSWEAR  2XL TO 8XL2XL TO 8XL
Park right outside 

our showroom 
and shop at 
your leisure!

SUITS
SHIRTS

TROUSERS
LONG TIES
T-SHIRTS
SHORTS

CARGO TROUSERS
JEANS

EVERYTHING FOR 
THE LARGE MAN

WELCOME TO the final 
Town Crier of what seems 
to have been an incredi-
bly short year. 

This issue will be our 
last of the year given that 
the next issue would fall 
in Christmas week and, 
even for us, no matter 
how momentous, the 
news will be on pause!

We would like to take 
this opportunity to thank 
our loyal readers and 
supporters, particularly 
our advertisers and con-
tributors, without whom 
we simply would not 
exist, as well as all of our 
hard working deliverers 
and volunteers.

As your community 
newspaper, we are here 
to showcase the great 
work that goes on in 
Shildon and we look for-
ward to all the exciting 
new developments in the 
coming year. 

We would like to wish 
you all a very merry 
Christmas and a happy, 
peaceful and prosperous 
New Year.

TOWN CRIER 
WILL BE BACK IN 
THE NEW YEAR

MEMBERS OF Aycliffe 
Bike Club and friends 
recently visited Elm Road 
Club to add to hundreds 
of toys collected locally 
for underprivileged chil-
dren. 

The big-hearted bikers, 
who join forces each year 
with The Turbinia pub in 
Aycliffe, tour local hostel-
ries and clubs collecting 
the donations.

This is the twelfth year 
the bikers have been col-
lecting, with Gary Soakell, 
landlord of The Turbinia 
planning the route and 
organising the pubs. 

Elm Road Club was the 
penultimate stop, where 
everyone enjoyed a well 
earned cuppa and biscuit 
before heading back to 
The Turbinia.

Bike Club steward, Phil 

Hall said: “I would like to 
thank committee, staff 
and members of Elm 
Road Club, and all of the 
other establishments we 
visit, for their kind dona-
tions and wish everyone a 
very happy Christmas. 

Rob Bennett, chairman 
of the Club added: “It was 
an excellent show of sup-
port from local pubs and 
clubs for the toy run again 

this year.
“Thank you all for your 

support.
“Many, many children 

will have a better Christ-
mas through your efforts, 
you have all given tremen-
dous support once again.”

As well as Elm Road 
Club, pubs in Witton le 
Wear, Chilton, Ferryhill, 
Kirk Merrington and 
Aycliffe also donated.

Aycliffe Bike Club at Elm Road Club on their rounds collecting toys for North East children’s charities. 

BIKERS COLLECT TOYS AT ELM ROAD

SHIL DON  TA NDOORI
E xc l u s i v e  I n d i a n  C u i s i n e O P E N  M o n  -  S u n 

5 . 3 0 p m  -  1 0 . 3 0 p m
C L O S E D  C h r i s t m a s  D a yMe r r y  C h r i s t m a s 

A n d  a  H a p p y  Ne w  Ye a r
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Support your local 
community newspaper 

by mentioning the 
Shildon Town Crier 
when contacting 

advertisers.
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South West Durham News 
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Shildon Town Council
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Shildon  DL4 1AH

Editorial:
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Advertising:
07909 992731

Email: 
crier@swd.news

Online:
www.swd.news/crier

SEND US YOUR STORIES

If you have a story you 
would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
We are especially 
interested in good

news, be it personal 
achievements, local 

fundraising, community 
service or any other 

positive stories. Call us 
on 01388 775896 or 

email crier@swd.news

DISCLAIMER

Shildon & District Town 
Crier cannot be

held responsible for 
advertisers offering
goods or services. 

As a general rule we would
advise anyone not to 
part with any money

until an order has been 
completed to your
full satisfaction. 

All information is correct,
to the best of our 

knowledge, at the time of
printing. 

Shildon & District Town 
Crier accepts articles in

good faith and takes 
no responsibility for

errors and/or omissions.

You can read our 
sister papers online:

www.swd.news/chapter

SPENNYMOOR
NEWS

www.swd.news/spenny

www.swd.news/bishop

Classifieds
All about local people ...

Passed  Away

Birthday Memories

In Memoriam

Will friends and family 
meet at Wear Valley 

Crematorium on 31st 
December 2019 at 

11.30am followed by the 
Bay Horse in Middridge. 
Family flowers only, but 
donations to the British 
Heart Foundation and 

Cancer Research would 
be welcomed. 

Black attire not essential.

Larry (Laurence)
Sadler

Of Middridge. 
Passed away suddenly on 
9th December 2019 at the 

age of 75 years.

Loving partner to Jacqui, 
much-loved dad, grandad 

and brother.

Fletcher
December 12th, 

Peacefully in the care of 
Holly Lodge, Paul, 

of Shildon, aged 84 years.

Will family and friends 
please meet for service 

in St John’s Church, 
Shildon, on Monday 23rd 
December at 2.45pm. A 

committal will follow at the 
Wear Valley Crematorium, 
Coundon. Family flowers 
only please. Donations in 

memory of Paul may, if 
desired, be left in church 
for Dementia UK and the 

Alzheimer’s Society.

Devoted husband of the 
late Ann. A loving and 

much-loved dad to Kevin, 
Carol and Tony. Respected 
father-in-law to Janice and 
Lesley. A beloved grandad 

and great grandad. 
Also a dear brother to the 

late Dez and Vera. 

In Memoriam

Joan Gray
26th December 1999

All our love,
Husband Peter & family

Twenty years ago you got 
your Angel wings,

A year doesn’t go by when 
we don’t think and talk 

about you.

Ronnie Coward

Love always, 
Amy

Thinking of you at this time

Dad

Dawn

A year since you left us,
I miss you so much

Mabel Trotter
24th December 2014

From your loving family
xxx

We miss you more than 
words can say,

Memories of you will 
always stay

Dorothy Simpson
23.12.1994

 Love you,
Husband Arthur and loving 

son Paul

Silent tears and a loving 
hug

I send to you in Heaven 
above,

You’re missed far more 
than words can say,

Loved and remembered 
every day

Joan Pearson
20th December 2006

(13 years)

Treasured memories, dearly 
loved and still very missed,
Sons Tony, Alan & Richard

xxx    xxx    xxx
Until we meet again!

In memory of a dear, 
devoted Mum

Kind, considerate, 
compassionate, friendly, 
youthful and fun loving - 
always ready with a smile 

and always there for us

Geraldine Henderson
20.12.69 - 9.5.2009

Loving you always, 
forgetting you never,
Love Mam & family

xxx

Today would have been 
your 50th Birthday,
Happy Birthday Ger,

Always in our hearts & 
minds

Christmas Memories

Mary Aldworth

Joss, Amanda, Wayne, 
Michael & Grandkids

xxx

(Hope)

Let this be a loving 
reminder

That someone is missing 
today,

Someone our hearts hold 
on to

As we travel along life’s 
way

Someone who made life so 
special

For all those who gather 
here,

Someone who won’t be 
forgotten

But cherished  from year 
to year

And now as we pause to 
remember

Let us all fondly recall,
How dearly each of us 

loved her
And oh... how she loved 

us all

Raymond Clarkson
3.1.10

Forever loving wife and 
mother

Love always
x

Vincent Clarkson
11.2.18

Remembering my loving 
husband Ray. Also sadly 

missed son Vincent.

James Scaife
30th December 2009

Love Anne & family
xx

Loved and remembered 
always,

Forever in our hearts

In Memoriam

Audrey Fitzgerald
December 18th 2013

From your loving husband,
Dave
xxx

Six years ago today
Is when you went away,

But this aching in my heart 
for you

Is with me every day

Ian Robinson
29th December

Loved always,
Mam & Dad Chapman

xxxx

You’d have been 60 today
No cards to give

Just memories locked away 
to stay

Ian Robinson
29th December

All my love,
Kelly
xxx

No card to give to you on 
what would have been 
your 60th, just loving 

memories

Birthday Memories

Ian Robinson
(Our kid)

29th December

Sadly missed,
Love sister Claire

xxx

You would have been 60 
today
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Classifieds
Classifieds cost 42p per 
word + £7.20 for an optional 
photograph. For more 
information call 01388 775896 
or email crier@swd.news.

Christmas Memories

Raymond Clarkson
3.1.10
Dad

Always in our hearts,
Love Patrick, Stephen 

& Kath

Vincent Clarkson
11.2.18
Brother

Thinking of you both at this 
special time of year

I will be lonely this 
Christmas

And feel so sad and blue
For no matter what gift 

I get
I will still be without you

Vince Clarkson

Love you always Vince,
Phyllis

xxx

Brian Richardson

Love and miss you forever,
Your loving wife,

Lilian, Garry and Kelly

A silent thought
A silent tear

Always wishing
You were here

Brian Richardson

Your Grandchildren and 
Great grandchildren

xxx

We will always love and 
miss you Granda Brian

Classifieds
All about local people ...

Happy 16th Birthday Leah 
on Xmas Eve.

Good luck in all you do.

Leah Moore

All my love,
Grandma Dulcie

16!

Leah Moore

Love you loads,
Grandma & Gavin

xx

24th December

Happy 16th Birthday Leah

Happy 18th Birthday Adam 
for 4th Jan

Adam Dobson

Lots of love,
Mam, Shaun, 

Aimee and Ella
xxxx

18!

Adam Dobson

Lots of love,
Grandma & Granda

xx

Happy 18th Adam

Christmas Wishes

Lily & Joe Best
Wish all family and friends 
a Happy Christmas and a 

Healthy & Prosperous 
New Year for 2020

Lenny Cockfield
& Garry Huntington
Town Councillors, would 
like to wish everyone a 
Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year

Christmas Wishes

Sarah Colvin & family
Would like to wish all 

family and friends a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy 

New Year

Birthdays

Happy 60th Birthday Joey

Robert (Joey) 
Hanson

Love you loads,
Kay & Alfie

xxx

60!

23rd December

Denis & Mavis Ewbank
Send Season’s Greetings to 
all friends and neighbours

Roberts
Best wishes for Christmas 

and New Year

From Edith & Sid Roberts

County Councillors 
Shirley Quinn 

& Brian Stephens

Wish all the residents 
of Shildon Dene Valley 
Seasonal Greetings for 

a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year

Betty Collingwood
Wishes family and friends a 

Merry Xmas and a 
Happy New Year

To advertise in The Crier 
and its sister papers:
T: (01388) 775 896

Terry Allison

Happy Xmas,
Love Andrew, Tony, Alan, 

Colin & family

Our first year without 
you bro. They say it gets 
easier, well I sure wish it 

would hurry up cos I’m still 
hurting and missing you.

I hope you’re enjoying 
yourself up there and 

keeping them Angels on 
their toes.

Christmas Memories

Neil Anthony Barker
(Tut)

Our second Christmas 
without you Tony.

No cards or presents, just 
loads of love.

Love Mam, Dad and 
all the family

You will never walk alone

Miss you more each day,
R.I.P. Son

Birthdays

Birthdays

Shildon Labour Party
Would like to wish 

everyone the compliments 
of the season

Found
Handbag: Found in 
Hackworth Park. Empty 
except for a single bank 
card. Contact Jeff on 
07909992731.
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BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 

factory and saveFREE

HUMBLES GARAGE
01388 778070  |  07778 117 778

1 ROBSON STREET SHILDON, DL4 1EB

WE ARE NOW CLOSED ON SATURDAYS

MOTs - MOTORBIKES, 
CARS AND VANS

SERVICING
TYRES

EXHAUSTS

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

RESIDENTS IN Gurney 
Valley were left outraged 
after a huge amount of 
rubbish was fly-tipped 
at the Temporary Stop 
Over Area (TSOA) in the 
village.

Among the items 
dumped were dozens of 
full bin bags, bed frames 
and sofas.

Ian Hoult, Durham 
County Council’s neigh-
bourhood protection 
manager, said: “We share 
the public’s disgust at 
fly-tipping which is both 
unsightly in our beau-
tiful county as well as 
damaging to the environ-
ment and a drain on our 
resources.

“What makes it all the 
more frustrating is there 
are so many ways to get 
rid of waste within the law, 
such as taking it to one 
of our household waste 

RESIDENTS OUTRAGED 
AT TSOA FLYTIPPING

This is just one of the huge piles of rubbish which was 
flytipped at the temporary stop over area in Gurney Valley.

recycling centres free of 
charge or arranging one 
of our bulky waste collec-
tions for a small fee.

“Generally speaking the 
illegal dumping of waste 
is at a lower level than it 
was 10 years ago and we 
are committed to work-
ing with our partners to 
continue this downward 
trend. 

“We would ask mem-
bers of the public to play 
their part by asking any-
one removing waste for 
them what they are plan-
ning to do with it. 

“In relation to this recent 
incident, we are follow-
ing up a number of lines 
of enquiry with a view to 
taking appropriate action 
against those responsi-
ble and will be clearing 
the site this week.”

The TSOA is not cur-
rently in use.

from drivers using urban 
roads.

During 2018 throughout 
Cleveland and Durham, 
1,392 arrests were made 
for the offence of driving 
whilst impaired by alco-
hol and 739 drivers were 
arrested for driving whilst 
unfit through drugs.

Combining illegal drugs 
with alcohol is especially 
deadly since it has been 
found that drivers who 
have consumed both are 
23 times more likely to be 
involved in a fatal crash 
than sober drivers.

During this year’s cam-
paign, officers will be 
using mass screenings 
of breath tests and drugs 
tests at the roadside to 
catch dangerous drivers 
and using intelligence to 
specifically target known 
offenders.

Strategic Road Policing 
Inspector for CDSOU, Dar-
ren Breslin, said: “Drink 
and drug driving can 
have devastating conse-
quences and we want to 
make sure everyone has 
fun safely over the Christ-
mas period.

“We target people who 
commit this offence all 
year round but we will 
be out over the next few 
weeks actively looking 
for people who put them-
selves and others at risk 
by continuing to drink and 
drug drive.

“The idea is to educate 
as well as enforce so we 
can make sure we keep 

people safe over Christ-
mas and we want to get 
that message across that 
if you’ve had a drink or 
taken drugs; don’t drive.”

As well as the devas-
tating impact on those 
involved in a collision; con-
sequences for drink and 
drug drivers can include 
prison time, an unlimited 
fine and a driving ban as 
well as a criminal record. 

NPCC Chief Constable 
Anthony Bangham, said: 
“It is extremely frustrating 
that some motorists still 
choose to drive under the 
influence of drink or drugs 
in the knowledge their 
actions could kill or seri-
ously injure themselves or 
others.

“Drink and drug driv-
ing is completely unac-
ceptable at any time and 
catching motorists who 
are prepared to take such 
a deplorable risk is a prior-
ity for every police force in 
the UK.

“Sadly the winter drink 
and drug driving cam-
paign will result in many 
motorists being arrested 
and placed before the 
courts for these offences. 

“My advice is the same 
as always; do not drink or 
drug drive, your actions 
could kill.”

People are encouraged 
to report suspected drink 
or drug drivers by calling 
the non-emergency num-
ber 101 or anonymously 
through Crimestoppers 
on 0800 555 111.

DRIVERS ARE being 
reminded of the dangers 
of driving under the influ-
ence this festive season, 
as the 2019 Winter Drink 
and Drug Driving Cam-
paign is launched.

The annual campaign – 
ran by the National Police 
Chief’s Council - will take 
place from December 18 
until early January and 
aims to specifically target 
drivers who flout the law 
this Christmas time.

Both Durham Con-
stabulary and Cleveland 
Police will be taking 
action through the use of 
officers in Cleveland and 
Durham Specialist Oper-
ations Unit (CDSOU) and 
the Special Constabulary.

Figures show that 
between 2016 and 2018, 
there have been 12 fatal 
collisions across both 
forces involving drink 
and drug driving while 98 
more have been classed 
as serious.

The December 2018 
campaign recorded the 
highest percentage rate 
of motorists testing pos-
itive, failed or refused 
since 2012 with 7.7% of 
motorists failing a breath 
test and 58% of drugs 
tests showing a positive 
result.

Across the Durham and 
Cleveland force areas, 
the majority of offenders 
were men aged 25 and 
older while the majority 
of positive breath test 
results were collected 

DON’T DRINK & DRIVE THIS XMAS
During this year’s campaign, officers will be using mass screenings of breath tests and 
drugs tests at the roadside to catch dangerous drivers.

The Three Tuns
Association Street, Shildon, 01388 772955

Best Wishes and Season’s 
Greetings from Billy, Heather & 
staff. Thanks for your support 

throughout the year.
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43 Brown Street, 
Shildon, DL4 1EH

01388 777551

Samantha, Catherine 
& Megan would like 
to wish everyone a 

Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year

Thank you for your 
support in 2019,

we hope to see you 
next year!

Will friends please meet 
for service in St John’s 
Church on Tuesday 7th 

January at 12.30pm, 
followed by interment in 

Shildon Cemetery.

Bannister
14th December, peacefully, 
Beverley (nee Binks) aged 

61 years of Shildon.

Loving mam of Sarah, Ruth 
and Alfie. Dear mother-

in-law of Chris and Brian. 
Devoted nana of Skye, 

Poppy, Scarlett and Jaxon.

Passed  Away

again, been a huge suc-
cess.

“The response to the 
football club’s appeal for 
donations has been phe-
nomenal and adds to the 
other activities the club 
participates in through-
out the year as part of our 
efforts to play a role in the 
community.”

This year, the football 

club has also held regu-
lar coffee mornings and 
breakfast mornings for 
local older people.

Captain, Ben Trotter 
added, “As a Shildon lad, 
I feel particularly proud 
that we are able to give 
something back to our 
local community.”

During school holidays, 
in partnership with hous-
ing provider, Livin, the 
club has held football 
activities for local school 
children where the chil-

SHILDON AFC’S man-
ager, Daniel Moore and 
club captain, Ben Trotter 
visited Shildon Alive this 
week to donate items to 
the charity’s food bank 
after a collection was 
held at a recent match. 

After dropping off the 
donation, Daniel Moore 
said: “The collection, now 
an annual event has, yet 

SHILDON AFC DONATE TO FOODBANK
Shildon AFC manager, Daniel Moore and club Captain, Ben Trotter visited Shildon Alive this week where they met Kathryn 
Jennings, Paula Nelson and Amanda Foster and dropped off a donation of foodbank items collected at a recent match.

dren are also provided 
with breakfast and lunch. 

Paula Nelson of Shildon 
Alive added: “We are very 
thankful to Shildon Foot-
ball Club for the donation 
from fans who have given  
generously once again. 

“This is another pro-
ject by the football club 
and its chairman, David 
Dent, which highlights the 
major role the club plays 
in the community, particu-
larly to assist the less well 
off.”

FISH & CHIPS, KEBABS, PIZZAS, WRAPS & BURGERS

Opening Times
Mon - Wed     4pm-1pm 
Thurs - Sat      11.30am-1.30pm | 4pm-10pm
Sun & Bank Holidays    5pm-10pm

UNIT 3 JUBILEE RD
SHILDON  DL4 2AL 01388 229 284

We would like to wish everyone a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

We are closed on Christmas Day Shildon Running & 
Athletic Club would like 
to wish everyone a very 
Merry Christmas and 

a Happy 2020

Need to contact 

The Crier?
T: (01388) 775 896
E: crier@swd.news

Salvo’s Cucina Italiana
3-5 Main Street, Shildon, DL4 1AJ | 01388 773541

All the staff would like to wish everyone a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year

Thank you for your custom since we opened 
in January 2019

Traditional Sunday Lunch 12-4pm only £8.95

Why did no-one 
bid for Rudolph 

and Blitzen 
on eBay?

Because they 
were too deer!

Support your 
local paper!
Please mention 
The Town Crier 

when responding to 
Advertisements
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A Christmas Message from the Mayor of Shildon
IT IS a great honour to represent you all for the second time as the Town Mayor of Shildon.  

I have attended many events, both in Shildon and around our region, forging friendships 
and experiencing a variety of challenges that face us all in these changing and 

difficult times.  

Fund raising is extremely important for all organisations and thankfully we 
all can help, either by donating time, money, items or just promoting events. 
I had the honour of presenting volunteer awards at Shildon Alive earlier 

this month, celebrating the fantastic work carried out by volunteers which 
benefits many people. Thank you to everyone who has supported my 

fund raising in any way. I have already completed one of my 
promises by installing a 24/7 defibrillator, located at the Town 
Council Offices. Future fund raising will benefit local people at 

the end of my term of office.

Being an ex serviceman I know only too well the sadness of 
being separated from loved ones during the festive period. My prayers are with all the armed 

forces serving our country this Christmas, and I hope that they all return safely to their families. We owe 
them so much for giving us the comfort of being safe in our own country.

Only too often the young people are blamed for all the trouble in the area.  I have had the great honour 
of attending and presenting awards to young people of this town, who have achieved greatness and I 

continue to support the young people of the town. Thank you all.

I am very grateful for all the help and support that I have received from the staff of Shildon Town Council for all 
their hard work and extend my thanks to the Town Crier and the staff of Costa.

It goes without saying that I should thank my family and my grandson who has given me a new outlook on life.

On this note I wish all the townspeople, and ex Shildonians around the globe, a happy and peaceful Christmas time. Can 
I ask that during this holy time you all bear in mind the sick, elderly, lonely and anyone struggling financially who would benefit 
from a neighbourly kind word. I would like to finish by wishing you all a happy and healthy New Year as I am sure we will all meet 

new challenges in 2020.  God Bless you all. x

Councillor Peter Quinn 
and his Consort, Councillor Shirley Quinn

26 Church Street, Shildon, DL4 1DX   |   Tel: 01388 775777   |   07480 454 141

Team Red Chilli would like to thank everyone for your 
support since we opened in February 2019. Many thanks!

All the very best for Christmas & New Year!

We are open 6 days a week (Closed Mondays, except Bank Holidays)
Sun-Thurs 5.30pm till 10pm | Fri & Sat 5.30pm till 11pm

Delivery Service Available

SPECIAL OFFER
30% DISCOUNT WITH THIS VOUCHER

(Only applicable to food, when dining in.) 
Excluding any meal deals. Not available for New Year’s Eve 

and New Year’s Day. Valid till the end of Jan 2020.

SHILDON RAILWAY 
SPORTS & SOCIAL CLUB
The committee and staff would like to wish all patrons a 

very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
We look forward to seeing all members, 

old and new, in the New Year.

21SAT DEC SOPHIE DANIELLESOPHIE DANIELLE
GREAT ENTERTAINMENT

JON DOCJON DOCNEW YEAR’S 
E V E

ANNUAL OPEN DOMINO HANDICAPANNUAL OPEN DOMINO HANDICAP
£5 ENTRY | MONEY ADDED

In memory of Robert & Gloria Townson

28SAT DEC KEV CHRISTLEKEV CHRISTLE

29sun DEC

NEW YEAR’S 
D A Y THE FAB THE FAB 2PM START2PM START
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PM Racing Team
Motorcycle Engineering

We would like to thank all of our 
customers over the last 17 years

Merry Christmas and 
A Happy New Year to Everyone

83 Church Street, Shildon
Tel: 07783 335781

Dial-A-Cab
Jason, Karen & staff would like to wish everyone 

a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
We are working through the Christmas Holidays 

Now Available 4 to 16 Seaters
We now take payment by card

776969

Lisa’s
Mobile Hairdressing

I would like to say a big thank you to all my 
clients for their custom throughout 

the year and wish you all a 
Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

DAVE’S  DAVE’S  
TAXISTAXIS

Wishes all his 
customers

The Compliments 
of the Season!

20 Years 
Trading

776622776622

Thanks for your 
support during 

the year.

The 
Sanctuary

The office is now 
closed and will 
reopen on
Monday 6th January 
2020.

Merry 
Christmas 

and a Happy 
New Year

01388 773598

JOHN’S  
HAIRDRESSING
52 Church Street, 

Shildon

John would like to 
wish everyone the 

compliments 
of the season

Have a 
Merry 

Christmas 
and a 

Happy New 
Year

Thanks for your 
support over the last 

25 years

KIRSTY LOWTHER, the 
owner of Joey’s Waffle 
House in St Helen Auck-
land, opposite Tindale 
McDonald’s is reaching 
out to anyone who is in 
need this Christmas by 
offering a turkey and 
stuffing sandwich, Christ-
mas cake and a hot drink 
free of charge. 

Kirsty remembers her 
own past struggles with 
hardship and she and her 
staff will be on hand to 
serve out the free snacks 
to anyone who is home-
less, lonely or struggling 

during the festive period. 
“Where you are a family 

or on your own, you will be 
more than welcome,” said 
Kirsty, whose staff are 
also giving up their Christ-
mas morning to help. 

“Anyone attending will 
be treated with respect, 
dignity and confidential-
ity”, she added.

The cafe will be open 
from 9am until 12 noon, 
but Kirsty is also reaching 
out to those who may not 
be able to get to the cafe. 

She said: “We under-
stand that everyone might 

WAFFLE HOUSE MAKES KIND 
CHRISTMAS OFFER

Kirsty Lowther with her wife, Stephanie and their son Joey after whom their family-run 
business is named.

not be able to attend the 
shop so we are hoping the 
volunteer drivers in the 
surrounding areas would 
deliver to people in their 
own homes.”

Anyone local business 
that would like to contrib-
ute to Kirsty’s gesture, 
anyone who would like to 
volunteer, or anyone who 
would like to arrange for 
the food to be delivered to 
their home on Christmas 
Day should contact Kirsty 
on 07708 753255 or by 
email at kirsty.lowther@
aol.com. HUMBLES GARAGE

TEL: 01388 778070
1 ROBSON STREET SHILDON, DL4 1EB

WE WOULD LIKE TO WISH 
EVERYONE A VERY 

MERRY CHRISTMAS 
AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR!

We will be closing on Christmas Eve at 
1pm and will re-open on Monday 30th 

December, 9am - 4pm. 
Open New Year’s Eve 9am - 1pm. 

Open as normal from 2nd January 2020.
RECOVERY TELEPHONE NUMBER:

07778 11 7778

All the very best for the Festive Season & the New Year
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XPRESS STORES

For any Newspaper / Magazine      
deliveries Please Call 772191

A Christmas Message from Rev Andy Bryer
Travelling towards Christmas 2019, the political landscape in the UK is somewhat different 

than it was at the beginning of December.

The President and Vice-President of the Methodist Conference 
have written an open letter to the Prime Minister. They highlight 
three areas that represent pressing issues at this time, asking 

questions about how these issues will be addressed:

“Creation does not belong to us. Our task is to nurture 
and recognise our place within it. Many of our members see 
climate change and environmental degradation as the most pressing issues of our day. Can you tell us 

what steps you will be taking internationally and domestically to help the UK to reach 
its climate change targets? What kind of lead will you be taking at the 2020 UN Climate 
Change Conference in Glasgow?

“Many of our churches and church members are involved in running foodbanks and offering 
support for people caught up in poverty. Foodbanks should not have to exist. Can you clarify 

for us what steps your new government will take to address the scandalous levels of poverty, 
and particularly child poverty?

“The church is an inter-generational, multi-ethnic, socially diverse collection of communities. It is far 
from perfect. But we have seen in our communities growing forms of hostility, divisiveness and hatred, 
and have sought to support people who have experienced such discord. What active steps will your 
government now take to work towards healing and greater concord in society?”

Jesus was born at a time of political upheaval and uncertainty. Into the upheaval of our political situation 
and the uncertainty of our communities this year, let us be reminded, through the birth of Jesus, that no matter 

what lies ahead, God is with us. 

Rev Andy Bryer, Shildon Methodist Church

Pass + 
Driving School
29 yea rs expe ri ence

H igh Pass RAte
** Special Offer **

4 lessons on ly £40

Call Ian on
07989 802481

GODFREY’S
THE  

BUTCHERS

All our staff at 
Godfrey’s 
wish our 

customers the 
Compliments of 

the Season

10 Church 
Street, Shildon, 
01388 772884

LIFESTYLE EXPRESS
17 Main Street, Shildon | Tel: 07961 050171

We would like to wish everyone 
The compliments of the season.

We are open 7 days a week, from 8am till 11pm, 365 days a year
10% OFF EVERYTHING 

NOT JUST CHRISTMAS, BUT EVERY WEEK!

& ORIENTAL DELIGHT

Kelly, Mon & Megan wish everyone 
A Merry Christmas 

And a Happy New Year

Thanks for your support

57 Church Street, Shildon

The Timothy Hackworth
Main Street, Shildon

Rick, Jane & all the staff would like to wish 
all our customers, new and old, a 

Happy Christmas and a Prosperous New Year
Sunday 22nd December Live Local Band 
‘COOL CONFUSION’ from 5pm 

Kellie and Staff would like to wish 
all their customers a very Merry 

Christmas and best wishes for 2020. 
Thank you for your continued 

support.

3 Cheapside, Shildon, County Durham, 01388 772191

The Fox & Hounds
Market Place, Shildon

Wendy & Staff would like to wish everyone a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
Thanks for your loyal custom & 
support over the past 7 months.
Karaoke Every Friday 
Live Entertainment Every Sunday

Alan Fryatt & Co
43-45 Church Street

Alan Fryatt & Co would like to wish their 
clients a very Merry Christmas 

& a Prosperous New Year
Thanks for your continued support

01388 773535
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7 Church Street, 
Shildon

01388 229678

Andrew, Sharon, 
Debra & Margaret 

would like to thank all 
their customers for 

their support over the 
last year

We wish 
everyone the 
compliments 

of the season 
and all the best 

for 2020

The 

Corner Cafe

Smith Roddam Solicitors
Neil Thompson and all the staff at Smith Roddam 

Solicitors would like to wish all of their clients and 

customers, past, present and future, a 

Merry Christmas and a prosperous New Year

18 Church Street, Shildon, Co. Durham, DL4 1DX

Drew, Malcolm & 
Danielle wish everyone 
a Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year.
We would like to 
thank everyone for 
their support since we 
opened in September 
2017.  We have had a 
fantastic 2 years thanks 

to the people of 
Shildon.

32 Church St
Tel: 773200

FESTIVE FUN AT HOLLY LODGE CARE HOME

HOLLY LODGE Care Home on Maddison Street, Shildon, enjoyed a wonderful evening recently when the Beavers, Cubs and Scouts went along to 
sing for the residents. “They really enjoyed chatting with the children and listening to them singing, and we hope the children enjoyed their selec-
tion boxes from the residents and have a lovely Christmas,” said a spokesperson.

Residents also enjoyed attending the Dementia Café for their Christmas Party, where they listened to children singing Christmas Carols. Two 
lucky residents also won food hampers in the raffle draw!

Ashby and Atkinson
Merry Christmas from all the team at

If you have not been to the dentist recently, now is a good time to 
call Ashby and Atkinson for an appointment. We are your local family 

practice, which has been established over 25 years!
For information on cosmetic, whitening and Invisalign Orthodontic        

treatments, please contact our reception team, who will be happy to help.

23-27 Main Street, Shildon, DL4 1AL
01388 775104

We are now registering new patients
Contact our reception on 01388 775104

ELM ROAD WMC
Shildon - 01388 772650

Boxing Night

BILLY BLACK BAND
New Year’s Eve

THE DYNAMIC ALEX McRAE
PLUS DISCO | TICKETS BEHIND THE BAR

TICKETS BEHIND THE BAR

The One And Only

Shildon Civic HallShildon Civic Hall
All the staff, on behalf of Shildon Town 

Council, would like to thank everyone for 
their support and wish everyone a 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

BOXING 
NIGHT

WE ARE CHAMPION

27
FRI

DEC

TICKETS AVAILABLE FROM THE CIVIC ON 01388 772902

CHRISTMAS ROCK NIGHT

BON JOVI FOREVER

SUPER SANTA SUNDAY

QUEEN TRIBUTE

22
SUN

DEC 2.30PM - 8PM | THE ARRIVAL + DISCO

TESS TICKLE
19 DEC FEW TICKETS REMAINING
20 DEC SOLD OUT
21 DEC SOLD OUT

• All types of number plates supplied
• All types of keys cut
• Immobiliser batteries
• Photocopying & Fax service
• Car Batteries (with 1 year guarantee)

www.themotorshop.co.uk

Est 1979

Open Mon-Fri 8.30am - 5.00pm, Sat 8.30am - 1pm, 

THE MOTOR SHOP
Est 1979, 2 Cheapside, Shildon

Tel: 01388 773654

Malcolm would like to wish all their 
customers a Merry Christmas & a Happy New Year
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MAIN PLACE
Nim and all the Staff wishes 

everyone A Merry 
Christmas And 

A Happy New Year.
Thank you for your custom
FFOORR  DDEELLIIVVEERRYY  
RRIINNGG  777766336666

THE BAY 
HORSE
middridge
01325 312653

Mandy, John & staff 
would like to wish 

all their customers, 
past and present, the 
compliments of the 
season and a very 

prosperous New Year

Looking forward to 
seeing you all 

in 2020

A Christmas Message from Rev. Peter Robson 
As Christmas Day approaches, people all over Shildon are taking part in an array of Christmas 

traditions, celebrations and present-opening. Of course it’s not only in 
Shildon, but all over the country and all over the world.

But what is the theme that ties all of this Christmas chaos 
together? What do we really want to find under the mountains of 

wrapping paper? I think that, at this, the coldest and darkest 
time of the year, and with a newly-elected government 
bringing feelings of uncertainty and concern about what 

lies ahead, one answer is Hope.

For lots of people the thing that gives Christmas 
its sparkle is this idea that it represents Hope; 
it represents the end of one season and the 
beginning of another, bringing with it endless possibilities.

So, whatever our past year has looked like, we are able to leave all of that behind and look 
forward to a fresh start. That’s what Christmas can symbolise. In amongst all the madness 

and busyness, Christmas can offer us a moment to stop, to take stock of our lives and to fill up on 
hope for the year ahead.

And the season is full of signs of it, whether we’ve noticed them or not. From the hopeful glow of 
candlelight and bright decorations, to the Christmas Nativity story itself, where we see Hope in the 
form of a baby that came to change the world. And whatever your family quirks or personal experience 

of the season, there can be some kind of comfort found in the familiarity of the Christmas period, 
with all of its customs and traditions and the same old songs played year after year. It can give us an annual 

reminder that there is some Hope in the world. Even if our vision of that grows dim as the year goes on, we have 
the chance to renew it and celebrate it as the year comes to a close.

One dictionary definition describes Hope as “a feeling of expectation, and a belief that something good may happen.”
So, we hope that this Christmas you can try to grab hold of some of that and take it with you into 2020.

We at Saint John’s Church wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Hopeful New Year!

Rev. Peter Robson (Associate Priest), St John’s Church

K & E TAXIS
01388 772117

Keith would like to wish all his customers a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

Thanks for your support 
throughout the year

The staff at Shildon AFC 
Supporters’ Club wish 
all of their loyal cus-

tomers and supporters 
a Merry Christmas & a 

Happy New Year

Alan Pearson
Joiner & General DIY

Tel Alan: 776250Tel Tony: 776156

We would just like to thank all our clients 

over the last 8 years for their custom  

and wish you all 

a very Merry Christmas & Happy New Year

Tony Pearson
Gardening

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

S.K. & A.J. LinSLey
ButcherS & FArmerS

25 church Street, ShiLdon

Thank you for your custom over the past 
year, hope to see you all next year

A very Merry Christmas from all the staff

65 Church Street, Shildon, 01388 777002

Natalie, Lynsey & Clare would like to wish 
all our clients a very Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year. A very big thank 
you to all loyal and new customers. 

All the best for 2020! 
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THE BUSY Bees fundrais-
ers recently held a num-
ber draw, and all prizes 
have been claimed. How-
ever one prize remains 
unclaimed for their Christ-
mas Raffle; ticket number 
81-85.

Contact Marion on 
07780 551935 if you think 
you may be the lucky win-
ner.

“Marion said: “Thank you 
for your continued support 
this year. Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year.”

BUSY BEES’ RAFFLE 
TICKET UNCLAIMED

NIGEL DENT CAR 
& COMMERCIAL 

RE-SPRAY & TYRE 
SERVICES

99 Albert Street, Shildon, DL4 2DN

Nigel & Staff would like 
to wish everyone Season’s 

Greetings and Best Wishes 
for the New Year

Thanks for your 
support!

John & Val from

Dunn Barton Interiors
62 Church Street, Shildon

Wish all their customers a
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

www.dunnbartoninteriors.co.uk
01388 776615

The hub and credit union will be closed from 4.30pm 
on Tuesday 24th December

And will re-open at 9.30am on Thursday 2nd January
For more information on savings and loans, contact 

NEfirst on: 03300 553666
For more information on Shildon Alive food aid and 

support, contact: 01388 417600
Merry Christmas & a Happy New Year from our team 

at Shildon Alive!

Credit Union for the North East

91-95 Church Street, Shildon Tel: 01388 417474

the Northern Heartlands 
area in the south and 
west of County Durham. 
The music has been com-
posed by Durham-born 
Will Todd and the perfor-
mance will feature a com-
munity chorus who will 
sing on stage alongside 
the Opera North profes-
sional chorus and soloists 
and the full Opera North 
orchestra.  The opera will 
be performed amongst 
the trains in the museum 
and the audience will feel 
very much a part of the 
action from the moment 
they arrive.

An open group audition 
for young people inter-
ested in joining the youth 
chorus will be held on Sat-
urday 11th January from 
11am – 1pm at the Shil-
don campus of Greenfield 
Community College.

Northern Heartlands 
Director Jill Cole said: 
“This will be a fantastic 
opportunity for young 
people interested in per-
forming.  You don’t have 

to belong to an existing 
choir or to have previous 
singing experience – just 
be confident, enjoy being 
on stage and prepared to 
commit to the rehearsals 
and performances.  The 
characters in the show are 
aged about 15 – but you 
just have to look 15, so you 
could be younger or older.”

Anyone interested in tak-
ing part in the audition or 
just wanting further infor-
mation is asked to contact 
Northern Heartlands by 
email at info@northern-
heartlands.org or to call 
Northern Heartlands dur-
ing office hours on 01833 
200220.

YOUNG PEOPLE are being 
sought to perform on 
stage in an exciting new 
community opera next 
May.  

Northern Heartlands, 
the Durham Great Place 
Scheme, is teaming 
up with internationally 
renowned Opera North to 
create a new community 
opera that will be per-
formed in the Exhibition 
Hall at the Shildon’s Loco-
motion Museum at the 
end of May 2020.

The original story fea-
tures a group of young-
sters who are determined 
to sing together despite 
having lost their school 
music teacher.  The com-
pany are now looking for 
young people to create a 
fictional youth choir for 
the show and take part in 
rehearsals and four per-
formances.

The storyline for the new 
opera has been created 
using the ideas, memories 
and stories of members of 
communities from across 

YOUNG PEOPLE NEEDED FOR 
COMMUNITY OPERA

You don’t have to belong to an existing choir or to have previous singing experience – 
just be confident, enjoy being on stage and prepared to commit to the rehearsals and 
performances.

47-49 Main 
Street, Shildon

01388 772671

30-31 Bondgate
Darlington
01325 463303

Compliments of the season to 
all our friends and customers

Wishing everyone all 
the very best for 2020

Established since 1898

Hancock And Ainsley
1 Main Street, Shildon, 772280

Julie, Tracy, Angela, Sharon, Arif, Jordan, 

Carley, Chloe & Sheena would like to wish 

everyone A Merry Christmas and A Happy 

New Year And all the best for 2020

Shildon Food For Less
30 Church Street, Shildon | Tel: 777757

Pauline, Dave & staff wish everyone 
the compliments of the season, 
and thank their customers for  their 
support throughout the year. 
See you all next year!
Open until 6pm | Open Boxing Day 10am - 2pm

NA SH
UNISEX FREELANCE HAIRDRESSER

Janine Pincher
Call today for an appointment

07817 027 768
A big Thank You for your support throughout the year

Merry Christmas and a Happy New year
Many Thanks, Janine x
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Who is responsible for out of date posters?
I totally  agree with Keith Tweddle in your recent paper about Shildon Town Council.
Do any councillors actually go around the town to see what needs improving?
Who is responsible for taking down out of date events posters? On the bypass and near 
Asda we have posters for Shildon Carnival. 
In Main Street there are road closure signs for Remembrance Sunday and I was looking at 
a poster at the bottom of Main Street for the Christmas Market, but it was for last year! 

A. Lowson
A Shildon resident

Letters to the Editor...
Email: crier@swd.news stating ‘Letter’ in the subject line.
Write to: Letters, Shildon & District Town Crier, 3-4 First Floor Offices, Shildon Town Council, Shildon DL4 1AH.

Xmas poetry corner
Let’s celebrate Christmas

By John Harbron

Let’s celebrate this Christmas
With love and peace in mind.
Let’s celebrate this Christmas
For the sake of all mankind.

Let’s celebrate this Christmas
With open heart and open mind.

We’ll celebrate this Christmas
For the sake of all mankind.

Let’s celebrate this Christmas,
Invite the world and find,

We’re celebrating Christmas

Christmas Time
By Vince Elsbury

Children praying, hoping Santa is listening
Whilst outside on roofs snow lays glistening

Eventually fast asleep they fall
Dreaming when Santa makes a call

As it’s Christmas time once more
After dinner, Dad on sofa may snore

Amidst all the decorations
From ceiling to floor  

Or maybe family and friends are playing cards
With Grandad holding all the aces

In the next room children play with new toys
With lots of smiles on all their faces

As it’s Christmas time once more

Old Fashioned Christmas
By Albert Curle

Oh for a Norman Cornish Day
When children can be seen at play
Their voices heard from far away

And snow on snow without dismay

Women with headscarves plain or bold
Wear heavy coats there in the cold
With heavy shopping bags to hold
Prepared to toil as the day unfolds

Traffic moving at a crawl
But no complaints from one and all

Others walk, both short and tall
Wintertime, that says it all

A man may go for a couple of gills
A night away from winter’s chill

Sat in a pub where a coal fire fills

CHRISTMAS 
SERVICES
St John’s Church
SUNDAY 22ND DECEMBER
CHRISTMAS CAFE CHURCH |6pm
A cafe style service with cake, carols & chatting 
around tables

TUESDAY 24TH DECEMBER
FAMILY NATIVITY SERVICE | 4pm
Come early to get a seat. Bring the children in 
costume; shepherds, kings, angels all welcome!

TUESDAY 24TH DECEMBER
MIDNIGHT MASS | 11.30pm
Welcome in Christmas morning by sharing 
together in the true meaning of Christmas.

WEDNESDAY 25TH DECEMBER
CHRISTMAS MORNING COMMUNION | 9.30am
Breaking bread together on Christmas morning. 

Salvation Army
SUNDAY 22ND DECEMBER
FAMILY CAROL SERVICE | 6pm

WEDNESDAY 25TH DECEMBER
CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE | 10.30am 

St Thomas’
TUESDAY 24TH DECEMBER
CHRISTMAS EVE MASS | 4pm

WEDNESDAY 25TH DECEMBER
CHRISTMAS DAY MASS | 9am 

Methodist Church
SUNDAY 22ND DECEMBER
Advent Carol Service | 10.30am

WEDNESDAY 25TH DECEMBER
CHRISTMAS DAY WORSHIP | 9.30am 
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ELM ROAD WMC
01388 772650

Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year!

The Management, Officials & Staff would like to say a 
big thank you to everyone for their loyal 

support throughout the year

Andy’s Taxis 
would like to wish 

everyone all the 
best for the festive 

season, and to 
thank customers 
for their support 

over the last 
six years.

Working every day 
except Christmas Day

REDWORTH  FILLING  STATION
Redworth Road, Shildon, 01388 776440

Jaki, Manageress and all the staff wish everyone the 
compliments of the season & all the best for 2019

We are open 24 hours - 7 days a week, including 
Christmas Day & New Year’s Day

Thanks for your support during the year

A Christmas Message from Major Adrian Coupe
As we approach Christmas Day, my mind goes back over these last few months 
when we have heard many different slogans from the various parties 
trying to get our vote. 

Slogans are small sound bites which are meant to get our 
attention and give us a small amount of information to focus 
our attention on the bigger picture, on the message behind 
the slogan. 

There is a slogan that comes to my mind about Christmas, 
which is “JESUS, THE REASON FOR THE SEASON”. 

Without Jesus, Christmas is an empty festival 
with little point to the celebrations. The reason 

for the season is that Jesus came as a baby to grow into a man and to become 
the Saviour of the World. 

As we approach Christmas Day, I pray that we will remember the reason for the season 
and think on the Christ Child who offers Salvation to us all. 

God bless you all and I pray that 2020 will be a great year for you.

Major Adrian Coupe,
Commanding Officer, Shildon Corps

SPICE ISLAND

Season’s Greetings from
Foy & all his staff.
Best wishes for 2020!
Trading in Shildon for over 40 years

100 Main Street | 01388 777775

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

The Mayor's
Charity Ball

S H I L D O N  C I V I C  H A L L

 

Tickets available from
Shildon Civic Hall & Town

Council Offices

7 PM -
MIDNIGHT

 

TICKETS

£25

Includes 3 Course Meal, Live music
from 60's music tribute band

 'The Fabs' plus Disco

Friday 31st January 2020

Contact  -  01388 772902 or Shildon Town Council 01388 772563

facebook.com/
shildontowncrier

Limetree 
House Dental 
Practice, St 

John’s Road, 
Shildon, 
DL4 1LU

01388 772678

Staff at the practice would like to wish 
everyone the compliments of the season!

We are accepting new NHS patients
We are open as normal and available for all emergencies

Saturday appointments now available
For information on implants, Cfast tooth straightening 
& other cosmetic & NHS treatments, please phone the 

above number where staff will be happy to help



14

Friday 20th December 2019For more news from Shildon and across South West Durham visit: www.swd.news

slimmingworld.co.uk
0344 897 8000

thatSlimming Worldf� ling!
thatSlimthatSlimthat

THURSDAY 
5:00pm & 7:00pm

Shildon Jubilee FieldS
Community Centre

FRIDAY 
9:30am

Shildon Jubilee FieldS 
Community Centre

TUESDAY 
5:30pm & 7:30pm

leeholme WelFare hall

WEDNESDAY 
9:30am & 11:30am

leeholme WelFare hall

Call Judith on  
07973 460919

entrants on their fantas-
tic festive window dis-
plays and would also like 
to thank the high street 
retailers for their hard 
work.

“there were some fan-
tastic displays this year; 
our independent retail-
ers have really tried to 
embrace not only the 
Christmas spirit but also 
that of the local commu-
nity. 

“It’s so important that 
we as a community, as 

shoppers, appreciate 
these independent retail-
ers in our high street, not 
only at this time of year 
but all year round. 

“We should celebrate 
the high street, making it 
the heart of our commu-
nity, encouraging shildon 
to attract new business to 
the town.

“It is no secret that trad-
ing remains a challenge, 
but with your support we 
can ensure the continued 
success of local shops.”

SHILDON CHAMBER of 
Trade has announced 
the winner of this year’s 
Christmas Shop Window 
Competition, which was 
organised to help support 
and promote the town’s 
high street and Shop 
Local campaign. 

Dash Hair Design on 
Church Street were this 
year’s delighted winners.

Kathryn Mortimer, Chair-
man of The Chamber of 
Trade said: “I would like 
to congratulate all the 

A ‘DASHING’ CHRISTMAS DISPLAY
Dash Hair Design’s festive window was the winner of this year’s Christmas competition.

RESIDENTS IN County 
Durham are being 
reminded of changes to 
rubbish and recycling col-
lections over the Christ-
mas period.

Bin collections across 
the county will take place 
as normal up to and 
including Tuesday, 24th 
December 2019. The 
Wednesday and Thursday 
collections for week com-
mencing 23rd December 
will be two days later than 
usual, and Friday’s collec-
tion will be carried out on 
Monday, 30th December.

Collections due on Tues-
day 31st December will 
take place as usual, but 
collections due on the 
Wednesday 1st, Thursday 
2nd and Friday 3rd Janu-
ary will take place one day 
later than usual.

Normal collections will 
resume on Tuesday, 7th 
January.

The council will again 
be offering a collection 
service for real Christmas 
trees. Bookings, for col-
lection in the New Year, 
can be made by calling 
03000 260 000 before 

Sunday, 12th January.
Most Household 

Waste Recycling Cen-
tres (HWRCs) across 
the county are open as 
normal over the festive 
period except for Christ-
mas Day and New Year’s 
Day. 

The HWRC, which is 
usually only open during 
weekends and bank holi-
days, will open from 9am 
until 3.30pm from Mon-
day 23rd December to 
Sunday 5th January, only 
excluding Christmas Day 
and New Year’s Day. 

Further information 
about HWRC locations 
and opening hours can 
be found at www.durham.
gov.uk/hwrc

Visit www.durham.gov.
uk/festivebins for more 
information and updates 
on Durham County Coun-
cil waste services during 
the festive period.

Residents can also 
keep up-to-date with any 
changes to council ser-
vices by following @dur-
hamcouncil on twitter or 
/durhamcouncil on Face-
book.

FESTIVE REFUSE 
AND RECYCLING 

REDWORTH HOUSE Care 
Home held its Festive 
Christmas Fayre on Sun-
day 15th December.

Over £600 was raised at 
the event, which will all be 

spent on the residents.
Tracey Abbott and 

her staff would like to 
thank everyone for their 
much-appreciated sup-
port.

OVER £600 RAISED AT FAYRE

DASH
HAIR DESIGN

Julia, Kimberley & Beckie
Would like to wish everyone A Merry Christmas 

and A Happy New Year
Thank You for your support over the year
NOW AVAILABLE: ear piercing, facial wax, 

eye lash and eyebrow tint

44 Church Street, Shildon
01388 773025

Navigate HR

Merry Christmas,
Kathryn 
Mortimer, 
Navigate 
HR & Admin 
Services Ltd.

To all clients, 
colleagues & friends, 
I would like to take 
the opportunity to 
thank you for your 
support, business, 

trust and confidence 
shown within my 

first year of business.

I hope your 
Christmas is full of 

sparkle & you have a 
productive New YearTo all members, colleagues & friends. As we 

bid farewell to 2019 the Shildon Chamber of 
Trade would like to take this opportunity to 

thank you for your support and engagement.

Shildon Chamber of Trade 

Have a Merry Christmas and a prosperous New Year

From your local Chamber of Trade
#MakeShildonStronger #ShopLocal
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Also working Wed - Thurs in The Colour Pallet, Church Street

Would like to wish everyone 
the compliments of the season

I am available most times, including weekends. 
Why not give me call on 07881828046

nikkijordan#mobilehairdresser

The One Stop Shop
101 Byerley Road, Shildon

Stuart & staff would like to wish 
all their customers, old and 

new, a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year

We have a wide selection of groceries, 
wines, newspapers and magazines. 

Pay Point & Lottery available.

New Shildon 
Residents’ Association

Would like to wish everyone

SEASON’S  GREETINGS
Our meetings are held at The Salvation Army 

on the 2nd Thursday of each month at 6.30pm

63 Church Street, Shildon Tel: 01388 777000

haystravel.co.uk

Merry Christmas
from

EDEN TRAINING 
ACADEMY
SHILDON

Would like to wish 
all our learners a 

Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year.

We look forward 
to working with 

you in 2020

A Christmas Message from Father Anthony Cornforth
A birth or a birthday?

One problem with Christmas for some people is that they do not realise that this is the 
birthday of Jesus, rather than a commemoration of his birth. 

It is quite common these days for people to put photos in the 
paper to celebrate someone’s 18th birthday, but the photo 
is when they were a baby, or the day they started infant 
school, and no-one likes that done to them. On their 
birthday they want to celebrate in an age appropriate 
way, not in a memorial way of how they used to be;  
memorial events are for people who have died, when you 
remember them for who they were on the 

day they died, whereas birthdays are for the living.

Christmas is the ultimate party or celebration, where everyone is invited and everyone 
is the centre of attention for a while as they open their presents, especially if you gather 
around and open them one at a time. But it is also the birthday of Jesus, and we should 
celebrate who Jesus is today and not just who he was over 2000 years ago. So how do we 
do that?

We can see Jesus in our world today when we see the emergency services rescue someone from a 
burning building or bring them back to life after they have stopped breathing (thank goodness for 
defibrillators in open spaces these days). We can see Jesus in the medical practitioners who give 
up their time to go to a third world country and save the lives of people who would otherwise die.  
We see Jesus in the people who look around the streets for homeless people and bring them some 
warmth or possibly even a bed for the night. I recently heard of a man in his nineties who went on holiday to 
a city and most of his luggage was blankets; on his first night there he was out on the streets giving blankets 
away to people sleeping rough.

This is how to celebrate his birthday, recognising that, just as we are a year older than last Christmas, so is he. If 
our understanding stays in the manger with the ox and ass and the shepherds and kings then it is out of date. But if 
we look at the manger scene and see the beginning of something that has borne so much fruit over the years, then we can 
celebrate who Jesus is today and celebrate his birthday with him.

Fr Anthony Cornforth, St Thomas’ Church.

Andrew’s Roofing
Chimney Stacks - Ridge Tile 

Repairs - Brickwork Repointed 
- Flat Roofs - Slating & Tiling - 
Felting and Pointing - Guttering 

- Fibre glass flat roofing 
with 20 year guarantee

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

eenhance
Linda, Beth, Stephanie, Chloe, Neve & Liv and our 

beauty therapist Vikki of Bella Vita, would like to thank 
customers, past and present, and wish everyone a 

very prosperous Christmas and New Year

Thanks for your loyal support over the last 24 years
Open Tues - Sat

 hair & beauty

CHEAPSIDE  CHEMIST
Shildon, 01388 777734

Merry Christmas from Pharmacist Laurence 
and staff, Karen, Michelle, Samantha, 

Catherine & Ged
• We do regular free deliveries!
• Free medicines for minor ailments
• Emergency hormonal contraception
• NHS Flu Jabs available, please ask
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News & Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...

KAREN’S PLAICE
Fish & Chips

Karen & Malik & staff 
would like to wish all their 
customers old and new a 

really Merry Christmas and 
all the best for the coming 

New Year.
Thanks for your support 

since we opened three 
months ago

1 Maple Avenue, Shildon
01388 773232

“The show was a mon-
umental success and the 
students all made me 
very proud to work here 
at Greenfield. They really 
showcased the immense 
talent we have and how 
strong the performing 
arts is here at our school.” 
said Mr Gomez-Gil, Sub-
ject Leader in Performing 
Arts.

Students have also been 
busy out in the commu-
nity recently giving their 
time and sharing their 
musical abilities with oth-
ers. The choir performed 
at the Rose Lodge Care 

home, which was much 
appreciated by the resi-
dents, and they have also 
taken part in the annual 
Rotary Club community 
Christmas concert held 
at Newton Aycliffe Lei-
sure Centre. 

Students are looking 
forward to further oppor-
tunities in 2020 with a 
planned trip to see I Think 
We’re Alone at Northern 
Stage and a visit to Dur-
ham Gala to see Kathy, 
and of course next year’s 
now famous annual pro-
duction, which this year is 
Grease is the word.

STUDENTS FROM Green-
field Community College 
have been offered valua-
ble opportunities to expe-
rience live theatre as part 
of their extended learning 
experience. 

Performing Arts stu-
dents from Year 10 and 
11 were able to see a pro-
duction of The Woman in 
Black. The hit West End 
production is renowned 
for being very scary as 
an atmospheric but bril-
liantly executed drama.  

The students joined 
staff for a pre-theatre 
meal, a chance to meet 

in a relaxed environment 
and experience a quality 
live performance at The 
Hippodrome Theatre in 
Darlington.

Students from Green-
field have also been 
excited to perform them-
selves as they took to the 
stage in ‘A Night of Music’.  
An enthusiastic audience 
were entertained by a 
wonderful show with 
students displaying their 
musical talents and work-
ing together with Green-
field staff to bring about 
a great performance 
enjoyed by all.  

GREENFIELD BRINGS 
THEATRE TO STUDENTS

Greenfield students in A Night of Music.

TWO LUCKY Shildon AFC 
Lotto players shared a 
Christmas cash boost, 
after matching the cor-
rect numbers in the latest 
lotto draw to each take 
home £475.

The winning numbers 
were 1, 2, 3, 4, 8 and 9 
with S Hallimond and S 
Thompson both correctly 
predicting draw.

Next week the draw 
resets to £400 with play-
ers required to choose 
the winning combination 
of six numbers from 20.

CHRISTMAS 
CHEER AS 
LOTTO JACKPOT 
SHARED BY TWO

ELM ROAD WMC FC 
travelled to Durham Pre-
mier and current league 
winners,Sherburn in the 
Heart Foundation and 
with a scratch team due 
to injuries and work com-
mitments.

However, they held their 
own and went one up with 
Callum Nixon scoring.

However, the hosts 
equalised before half 
time and, with 15 minutes  
remaining, it was heart-
break for Elm Road as 
Sherburn made it 2-1.

However, the visitors 
continued to press in 
the hope of snatching an 
equaliser and with two 
minutes remaining, won 
a corner kick. 

With every player apart 
from the keeper up in the 
opposition box, Elm Road 
could not have been more 
unlucky.

The in-swinging corner 
cannoned off the bar and 
fortuitously fell to the 
home side, who broke 
down the other end and 
with the last kick of the 
game, scored a decisive 
third to knock a valiant 
Elm Road out of the cup.

HEARTBREAK 
IN THE HEART 
FOUNDATION 
CUP FOR ELM RD

SHILDON AFC continued 
their impressive form as 
they dismantled a strong 
North Sheilds side at 
Dean Street on Saturday.

The Railwaymen have 
extended their match-win-
ning run in the league to 
seven in a row after the 
3-0 destruction of another 
of their main rivals for the 
promotion places. 

A three-goal blitz either 
side of half time put paid 
to the visitors’ hopes after 
Chay Liddle scored three 
minutes before the break 
followed by a quickfire 
double from Zak Atkinson   
in the 47th and 48th min-
utes.

With Billy Greu-
lich-Smith absent through 
injury, the challenge for 
the home side was to see 
whether they could con-
tinue their run of prolific 
scoring form without their 
star striker. 

Fans needn’t have wor-
ried as the Railwaymen 
kept up their recent aver-
age of three or more 
goals per game to solidify 
their grip on second spot 
while consigning their 
opponents, who held the 
league leaders Stockton 
Town to a 1-1 draw on 
their last outing, to their 
first defeat in thirteen 
matches.

Although confidence 
is high, Shildon will be 
focussed on continuing their 
fine form in their last two 
matches of the year. 

Both are tough local 
derbies, although the 
Railwaymen will be fur-
ther encouraged that the 
games will both be played 
at Dean Street. 

First up is the visit of the 
Two Blues on Saturday 
as Bishop Auckland hope 
to bounce back having 
lost to Hebburn Town at 
the weekend, while sixth 
place Newton Aycliffe, 
who are having an excel-
lent season, will arrive on 
Boxing Day. 

SEVEN IN A ROW FOR SHILDON AFC


