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COMPETITIVE PRICES

BIG SIZE MENSWEAR  2XL TO 8XL2XL TO 8XL
Park right outside 

our showroom 
and shop at 
your leisure!

SUITS
SHIRTS

TROUSERS
LONG TIES
T-SHIRTS
SHORTS

CARGO TROUSERS
JEANS

EVERYTHING FOR 
THE LARGE MAN

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

GLEN NEILSON, former 
owner of Sweet Greetings 
in Shildon’s Church Street  
and a former submariner, 
is set to climb Africa’s 
highest mountain, even 
though he had his bowel 
removed after suffering 
from cancer. 

“I was forced to leave the 
submarine service twenty 
years ago after suffering 
from cancer,” explains 
Glen, who went on to own 
Sweet Greetings before 
selling up to begin a new 
business in aerial pho-
tography.

“After my cancer, I suf-
fered from inflammatory 
bowel disease,” adds Glen, 
“which was diagnosed as 
ulcerative colitis. 

“This in turn ended up 
with me having a stoma 
after an emergency life-
saving ileostomy opera-

tion and having my bowel 
removed, which basically 
means my small intestine 
sticks out of my stomach 
and so now I wear a con-
vatec bag on my side for 
the rest of my life.

GLEN TAKES ON KILIMANJARO 
FOR CROHNS AND COLITIS

Glen in training for his Kilimanjaro climb at the summit of Skiddaw in the Lake District. 

“For information 
about all the 
activities call 
Locomotion 
or visit their 
website

IF YOU’RE looking for 
seasonal activities for all 
ages, then check out Fes-
tive Fun at Locomotion, 
Shildon, available from 
30th November until 5th 
January next year.

Every day during the Fes-
tive Fun period, visitors 
will have the chance to 
make a Christmas card 
or calendar in a free craft 
activity, suitable for all 
ages.

On 7th-8th, 14th-15th 
and 21st-22nd Decem-
ber, visitors can join the 
Locomotion Explainers to 
make a Christmas gift to 
take home. 

With a different gift 
available to make each 
weekend, sessions are 
recommended for ages 
5-11 and cost just £3 per 
gift.

Locomotion’s Festive 
Film sessions will also take 
place on the same three 
weekends in December. 

Recommended for ages 
5-11 and priced £14.50 

FESTIVE FUN  
AT LOCOMOTION 
MUSEUM

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Support your local 
community newspaper 

by mentioning the 
Shildon Town Crier 
when contacting 

advertisers.

Published by
South West Durham News 

3-4 First Floor Offices 
Shildon Town Council

Civic Hall Square
Shildon  DL4 1AH

Editorial:
01388 775896

Advertising:
07909 992731

Email: 
crier@swd.news

Online:
www.swd.news/crier

SEND US YOUR STORIES

If you have a story you 
would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
We are especially 
interested in good

news, be it personal 
achievements, local 

fundraising, community 
service or any other 

positive stories. Call us 
on 01388 775896 or 

email crier@swd.news

DISCLAIMER

Shildon & District Town 
Crier cannot be

held responsible for 
advertisers offering
goods or services. 

As a general rule we would
advise anyone not to 
part with any money

until an order has been 
completed to your
full satisfaction. 

All information is correct,
to the best of our 

knowledge, at the time of
printing. 

Shildon & District Town 
Crier accepts articles in

good faith and takes 
no responsibility for

errors and/or omissions.

You can read our 
sister papers online:

www.swd.news/chapter

SPENNYMOOR
NEWS

www.swd.news/spenny

www.swd.news/bishop

Birthdays Anniversary CongratulationsIn Memoriam

To advertise in The Crier 
and its sister papers, the 

Ferryhill & Chilton Chapter 
Bishop Press and  

Spennymoor News
T: (01388) 775 896
E: advertising@swd.news

Classifieds
Classifieds cost 42p per 
word + £7.20 for an optional 
photograph. For more 
information call 01388 775896 
or email crier@swd.news.

28th Nov 2000

James Morris
(Jim)

Loving wife, 
Janet and family

Memories are like leaves
They never tarnish  

or grow old 
Just as you were, you’ll 

always be still loved and 
missed in every way.

1st December

Brian & Sarah 
Chapman

Lots of love, 
Mam & Dad xxxx

Congratulations on your 
1st wedding anniversary

1st December

Brian & Sarah 
Chapman

Lots of love, 
Kelly & Martin 

xxx
xx
x

Happy 1st 
wedding anniversary

CHRISTMAS  
& NEW YEAR AT

Please note, our final newspapers of the year will be 
published as follows: 
 
Bishop Press . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . w/b 9th December
Ferryhill & Chilton Chapter . . . . w/b 16th December
Shildon & District Town Crier  . w/b 16th December
Spennymoor News  . . . . . . . . . . w/b 16th December

We will be closed for two weeks, from Monday 23rd 
December until we reopen on Monday 6th January

The first publications of next year for each paper are 
as follows: 

Chapter . . . . . . w/b 6th Jan (weekly thereafter)
Crier  . . . . . . . . w/b 6th Jan (weekly thereafter)
Bishop . . . . . . . w/b 6th Jan (fortnightly thereafter)
Spennymoor . . w/b 13th Jan (fortnightly thereafter)

29th November
Gary Proudfoot

Love you,  
From Mam and Garry

Happy 30th birthday son

30!

Gary Proudfoot

Love always,
Abbie, Jamie,. Millie and 

Junior

Happy 30th birthday

30!

Craig & Carly 
Bendelow

Lots of love, 
Dad, Lorraine, Leigh and 

all the family xxx

on the birth of your 
daughter 

Congratulations

Ellie Bendelow
26th November 2019

Lots of love, 
Adam-Lee

Congratulations  
Dad & Carly 

on the birth of my sister

Ellie Bendelow

IN ADDITION to our report 
of the recent Remem-
brance Day parade, it has 
been pointed out to us 
that 1st Shildon BP Scout 
group carried the Union 
flag at the front of the 
parade  and subsequently 

formed the guard of hon-
our.

The group, which has 
been going for 100 years, 
also attended the Mid-
dridge ceremony imme-
diately after the Shildon 
parade.

REMEMBRANCE DAY SCOUTS

THE NEXT Cuppa with a 
Copper will take place in 
Costa Coffee on Church 
Street, Shildon on Fri-
day 6th December from 
1-2pm.

Anyone who would like 
raise any issue of con-
cern in the community is 
invited to go along and-
have a chat with PC Pete 
Akiens. 

CUPPA WITH A COPPER

per person, participants 
will be invited to take a 
seat in a film screening 
area to watch a fami-
ly-friendly festive movie, 
before enjoying some 
festive refreshments and 
then making a Christmas 
gift.

The Festive Fun pro-
gramme also includes an 

afternoon tea offer priced 
£11.95 per person, and 
Christmas wreath making 
sessions priced £30 for 
person. 

For more information, 
call Locomotion on 01904 
685780 or visit locomo-
tion.org.uk.

Locomotion is open 
from 10am to 4pm daily 
and parking and admis-
sion are free of charge.

There will be lots of Festive Fun taking place at Locomotion 
throughout the festive period.

FROM PAGE 1

FESTIVE FUN AT LOCOMOTION
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magazine called a zine.
Elizabeth Corney will be 

exploring composition 
alongside music teacher, 
John Gomez-Gill.  

“This will be a brilliant 
opportunity for a unique 
insight into their lives and 
their ability to succeed,” 
said a spokesperson.

“The project aims 
to inspire students to 
explore their own skills 
and creativity and to real-
ise that they can achieve.”

Funding has been 
secured through Northern 
Heartlands. 

Northern Heartlands 
is one of sixteen Great 
Place Schemes in Eng-
land, funded by National 
Lottery Heritage Fund and 
Arts Council England.

Meanwhile, Greenfield 
Community College has 
announced a festive after-
noon event for members 
of the community.  

Aimed at the more sen-
ior members of the Shil-
don area, the afternoon 
promises a traditional 
Christmas party atmos-
phere with food and 
entertainment provided 

from 1.45pm until 3pm on 
Wednesday 11th Decem-
ber at their Shildon site.

“We look forward to cel-
ebrating with you,” said 
a spokesperson. “Just 
book your place through 
our school reception 
on 01325 300378 and 
choose the option for Shil-
don site.” 

Places are limited so 
early booking is recom-
mended.

GREENFIELD ARTS is 
to be part of a creative 
project that engages 
students in the arts and 
explores the musical her-
itage of Shildon. 

The Wizard and the 
Typhoon is a project sup-
ported by Northern Heart-
lands and co-ordinated by 
Friends of the Wizard and 
Typhoon.  

It offers students at 
Greenfield Community 
College the opportunity 
to work with professional 
artists and musicians.  

The Wizard and The 
Typhoon celebrates the 
creativity of inspirational 
musical composers from 
New Shildon (George 
Allan and Thomas Bulch) 
who were renowned 
for their contribution to 
music during the late 19th 
and early 20th century.

To celebrate their lives 
and their legacy, two art-
ists will be leading work-
shops at Greenfield Com-
munity College.

Theresa Easton will be 
working with art special-
ist, Laura Peaker and stu-
dents to create a graphic 

GREENFIELD TO EXPLORE WORKS OF 
THE WIZARD AND THE TYPHOON

The Wizard and The Typhoon explores the work of Shildon composers, George Allan and Thomas Bulch.

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

NNEEWW  
SSHHOOWWRROOOOMM  
OOPPEENN  NNOOWW

FFoorr  yyoouurr  ffrreeee  nnoo  oobblliiggaattiioonn  qquuoottee,,  ccoonnttaacctt  uuss  oonn
0011338888  777733559944
mmeeaaddoowwddaalleewwiinnddooww@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm

FFIINNAANNCCEE  AAVVAAIILLAABBLLEE

Meadowdale Installations
Windows, Doors, Conservatories, 
Sun Rooms, Orangeries, Fascias, 

Soffits & Guttering, Window 
Repairs, The New SupaLite & 

Guardian Roof System Certified 
Installer, Bifold Doors

www.meadowdaleinstallation.co.uk

IF YOU have ever wanted 
to paint with watercol-
our, but never thought 
you could, a group which 
meets at Shildon Library 
is keen to dispel the myth 
and encourage new mem-
bers to join them.

“We are a self-taught 
group,” said a spokesper-
son, “and we meet at the 
library every Friday from 
10am until 12 noon.

“There’s no pressure, it’s 
just a bit of fun. If you like 
company and a chat, why 
not come along and join us? 

“Please bring along your 
own materials, or if you’re 

not sure, pop in and we 
can let you know what you 
need.”

The watercolour group 
is part of the Friday morn-
ing Get Creative session 
where people can bring 
along their own craft pro-
ject and sit and talk to like-
minded people. 

The session is free, 
unstructured and anyone 
can take part. 

Tea and coffee are avail-
able at 50p. 

For more information, 
call 03000 269526 or  
email shildon.lib@durham. 
gov.uk.

JOIN THE WATERCOLOUR 
GROUP AT THE LIBRARY

Andrew’s Roofing
Chimney Stacks - Ridge Tile 

Repairs - Brickwork Repointed 
- Flat Roofs - Slating & Tiling - 
Felting and Pointing - Guttering 

- Fibre glass flat roofing 
with 20 year guarantee

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

Keith McLean
Joiner and Builder

01740 651629
0771 875 4249

Loft and Garage Conversions,
Fitted Kitchens, Roofing, All 

types of Building Work.
Competitive Rates
30 years experience
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HUMBLES GARAGE
01388 778070  |  07778 117 778

1 ROBSON STREET SHILDON, DL4 1EB

WE ARE NOW CLOSED ON SATURDAYS

MOTs - MOTORBIKES, 
CARS AND VANS

SERVICING
TYRES

EXHAUSTS

SHILDON METHODIST 
Church are inviting read-
ers to start their Christ-
mas celebrations with a 
concert by Bishop Auck-
land Choral Society. 

The performance will 
be held in the Methodist 
Community Hall on Fri-
day 13th December at 
7pm.

“If you love Christmas 
carols and wonderful 

singing then this is not 
to be missed,” said a 
spokesperson. “Why not 
join us and get into the 
Christmas spirit? Tick-
ets are only £4, which 
includes mulled wine and 
mince pies.

“Please come along and 
bring your friends. We 
would love to see you”.

To order your tickets 
call 01388 775366.

GET INTO THE FESTIVE SPIRIT 
AT METHODIST CAROL CONCERT

ST. JOHN’S Church will 
host its ever-popular 
Christmas Fayre on Sat-
urday 30th November, 
between 10am and 1pm. 

There will be numerous 
stalls including crafts, 
cakes, bric-a-brac, toys, 

cards, jewellery, gifts  and 
much more. Santa will 
also be in his grotto. 

“It will be a fun day for 
everyone,” said a spokes-
person.

Admission is £1 which 
includes refreshment.

ST JOHN’S CHRISTMAS FAYRE

THE SALVATION Army 
on Cross Street begin 
their Christmas festivities 
with a Christingle and Toy 
Service on Sunday 1st 
December at 6pm.

This will be followed on 
Sunday 8th December 
with the Civic Carol Ser-
vice at the Civic Hall from 
6pm.

Everyone welcome.

CHRISTINGLE AND TOY SERVICE

SHILDON RAILWAY Insti-
tute will be holding its first 
Christmas Craft Market 
on Saturday 30th Novem-
ber from 11.30am - 4pm.

Christmas shoppers will 
find gifts for all including 
Christmas decorations, 
food gifts, beauty prod-
ucts and much more. 
Refreshments will be 
available and Santa will 

also make an appearance 
from 2pm. 

There is plenty of park-
ing at the rear of The Insti-
tute and all are welcome.

“We are looking forward 
to holding this event for 
the first time and hope 
that people will find orig-
inal gifts not found on the 
High Street,” said one of 
the organisers.

INSTITUTE HOSTS FIRST 
CHRISTMAS CRAFT MARKET

REDWORTH HOUSE Care 
Home in Shildon is host-
ing a Christmas Market 
on Sunday 15th Decem-
ber from 12 noon until 
4pm.

There will be a raffle, 

tombola, local busi-
nesses, hand crafted 
goodies and much more.

“Join us for a mince pie 
and a warm drink as we 
prepare for Christmas,” 
said a spokesperson.

REDWORTH CHRISTMAS MARKET

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron AERIALS

naylorsaerials.co.uk
0 1 3 8 8 7 2 0 9 9 4

Digital TV Aerial &
CCTV Installers

ü Competitive Price
ü Quality Materials
ü Fast & Reliable 

company PPG offered 
their help to the project, 
and as an employee, Joe 
was more than happy to 
help.

The singer has liaised 
with businesses and 
community centres 
across South West Dur-
ham to provide a network 
of drop-off points, includ-
ing in Crook, Willington, 
Spennymoor, Bishop 
Auckland and Barnard 
Castle in order to help 
maximise donations.

Crier readers can leave 
donations at Shildon’s 
The Original Factory 

Shop and the Heritage 
Cafe within Eldon’s One 
Stop Shop before 5th 
December.

Gifts can be anything 
from a £1 selection box 
or a book, to a pair of PJs 
or a toy, but they must 
be new and must be 
unwrapped. 

Joe said: “I can’t 
change the world but I 
can change someone’s 
world, and I want you to 
as-well.”

Joe has also organised 
an open mic night at 
Bishop Auckland’s Bar 17 
on 1st December.

Musicians are invited to 
go along to perform, and 
anyone who goes along 
to take part or watch the 
show is asked to take 
along a book, colouring 
book or pair of PJs.

To see Joe’s original 
appeal, along with a full 
list of drop-off points 
visit and like JD & The 
Woodsmen on Facebook.

THE LEAD singer of one 
of the region’s most pop-
ular bands has helped to 
make a Christmas gift 
appeal go viral when he 
posted a heartfelt video 
to the band’s Facebook 
page.

After asking his two 
young sons what they 
would like for Christmas, 
Joe Metcalfe, who fronts 
funk and soul band, 
JD and the Woodsmen, 
began thinking about 
those local children who 
may not be getting much 
from Santa this year. 

In his eagerness to help, 
he has teamed up with 
Janice Coombes from 
the Xcel Church in New-
ton Aycliffe, who runs the 
Christmas Tag Project as 
part of the Great Aycliffe 
Community Aid Part-
nership, which supports 
individuals and families 
in need. 

The project has been 
running for the past 
five years and provides 
Christmas gifts for chil-
dren aged 0-17, who are 
in underprivileged homes 
or within the care system.

Two years ago, Shildon 

FRONT MAN CHARITY BID GOES VIRAL
Staff at Shildon’s TOFS store were delighted the shop will be a drop-off point for the campaign.

JD & The Woodsmen front man Joe Metcalfe wanted to 
help local children who may not be as lucky as his own 
children this Christmas.
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e
Countryman

FISH & CHIP
Countryman

WWW.THECOUNTRYMANBOLAM.CO.UK

Trawlers

Catch

CHOICE OF SEABREAM,
SALMON, TUNA, PLAICE,

SEABASS, HADDOCK & COD
 12:00 - 9:00PM

Menu

of the Day
CHOICE OF 14 MAIN COURSES

SERVED 12:00 - 6:30PM
£5.75 EACH

£10.50 FOR 2 MEALS

Special

   Offer
BUY ONE REGULAR COD & GET

ONE FREE FROM THE TRAWLERS
CATCH ONLY

FRI 6TH & SAT 7TH DEC

DUNWELL LANE, BOLAM, DARLINGTON, DL2 2UW

 Coffee

Shop

BUY ANY HOME-MADE
CAKE & COFFEE & RECEIVE

ONE FREE REFILL PER PERSON
 2:00 - 5:00PM

Afternoon
Tea

Sunday

Carvery

SERVED BETWEEN
2:00 - 5:00PM

WEDNESDAY - SATURDAY

Festive

Carvery
3 COURSE FESTIVE CARVERY

WEDNESDAY 18TH DECEMBER
12:00 - 2:00PM

 PER PERSON£11.95

FISH & CHIP

01388 832 418

THFRIDAY 6  DECEMBER - DELIVERY SERVICE COMING SOON THFRIDAY 6  DECEMBER - DELIVERY SERVICE COMING SOON 

SERVED BETWEEN
12:00 - 3:30PM

EVERY SUNDAY

Christmas
Menu

AVAILABLE
THROUGHOUT

DECEMBER
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RESIDENTS FROM Holly 
Lodge Care Home, in 
Shildon visited the local 
dementia café recently.

During their visit, the 
children from Byerley 
Road pre-school were 
also there in their Christ-

CHILDREN BRING CHRISTMAS 
CHEER TO DEMENTIA CAFE

Children from Byerley Road pre-school sang festive songs 
in their Christmas outfits at the dementia cafe.

mas fancy dress outfits.
“Our residents loved 

spending time with the 
children,” said a spokes-
person, “listening to them 
singing Christmas songs. 

“It put everybody in  the 
Christmassy mood.”

TICKETS ARE now on 
sale for the Children In 
Distress Christmas rfalle 
and tombola. 

Tickets are just £1 a 
strip and can be bought 
at the shop, located at 17 
Church Street, Shildon.

“We have lots of fan-
tastic prizes,” said a 
spokesperson, “including 
food hamper Swarovski 
necklace and earrings, 
Sekonda watch and 

bracelet, Yankee candle, 
lots of mens and wom-
ens gift sets and much 
more. 

“We would like to take 
this opportunity to thank 
all our customers for 
their generous donations 
that make our raffles 
such a success.

“Call in to the shop 
where we have lots of 
toys, books, clothes and 
bargains galore.”

CHILDREN IN DISTRESS 
CHRISTMAS RAFFLE

BR SPORTS and Social 
Club is hosting a charity 
night in aid of the Great 
North Air Ambulance on 
Wednesday 4th Decem-
ber from 8pm until 11pm.

Special guest will be 

Dixon J Scott and there 
will be a raffle and a 
bring-a-plate buffet. Entry 
is by donation of £4. 

For more informa-
tion, call June on 01388 
773288.

CHARITY NIGHT AT THE BR

AN ANNUAL free park-
ing period has returned 
to give festive shoppers 
a small boost to their 
Christmas budgets.

Durham County Council 
is bringing back its ‘Free 
after 3’ offer which will 
see free parking availa-
ble in council owned car 
parks after 3pm, every 
day in December.

Off street car parks 
and on-street spaces will 
benefit from the waiving 
of charges, with stickers 
being placed on all pay-
ment machines to let driv-
ers know.

As well as ‘Free after 3,’ 
free parking will be avail-
able across the county 

after 10am on Saturday 
7th December in all Dur-
ham County Council 
off-street car parks and 
on-street spaces. 

This coincides with 
Small Business Satur-
day, a national campaign 
which encourages people 
to ‘shop local’ and sup-
port small businesses in 
their communities.

Details of all council 
car parks can be found at 
durham.gov.uk/parking.

Drivers are advised 
that payment machines 
will not be switched off 
at times when charges 
are not in place and that 
money paid will not be 
refunded.

DECEMBER PARKING FREE AFTER 3

for Jessica Ward on just-
giving and click the link to 
Project Kenya. 

The trip is organised 
by African Adventures, a 
volunteer travel company 
that works with 25 com-
munity projects in Africa.

The group from St 
John’s will spend two 
weeks working on their 
project. 

“We are going to a city 
in Kenya called Nakuru,” 
explained Jessica, “where 
we will be doing all the 
volunteering.

“When we are there, we 
will be teaching the chil-

dren new skills and build-
ing housing, schools, toi-
let blocks and community 
areas so the children have 
somewhere they can feel 
safe and secure.

“As the three of us are 
working together to raise 
funds, we would like to 
ask our local community 
in Shildon for as much 
help as possible. Even a 
small donation will make 
a huge difference.

“If you do decide to help, 
please leave your name 
and the word ‘Shildon’ 
along with your donation 
at justgiving.com.”

THREE SHILDON stu-
dents at St John’s St 
John’s Catholic School in 
Bishop Auckland are set 
to join fifteen of their col-
leagues next year on an 
African adventure to help 
underprivileged children 
in Kenya. 

Jessica Ward, Chloe 
Hayton and Lukasz Przy-
bysz each have to raise 
£2,240 to help fund the 
trip and have set up a 
crowdfunding justgiving 
page under Jessica’s 
name to help raise some 
of the money. 

To find the page, search 

SHILDON TRIO RAISING FUNDS 
FOR AFRICAN ADVENTURE 

Lukasz Przybysz, Jessica Ward and Chloe Hayton are fundraising to join fellow students on 
an African adventure to help underprivileged children.

DURHAM CONSTABU-
LARY is recruiting new 
Police Community Sup-
port Officers (PCSOs).

Potential new recruits 
have until 5pm on Friday, 
December 13th to submit 
their application.

PCSOs are full-time, 
paid employees who play 
a vital role in keeping our 
communities safe.

The force is looking to 
recruit around 40 new 
PCSOs who will work 
alongside warranted 
officers to help tackle 
antisocial behaviour, 
deal with minor offences, 
investigate low-level 

crimes, conduct house-
to-house enquiries and 
guard crime scenes.

As part of the role, they 
also work with individuals 
and partner agencies to 
support vulnerable peo-
ple and solve local con-
cerns and problems.

The role has a starting 
salary of around £18,951 
per annum.

You will also be paid 
extra for shift allowance 
and weekend working 
of 23%, giving an overall 
starting salary package of 
£23,350 rising to £24,800 
per annum. Applicants 
must be at least 18 years 

old to apply, and there is 
no upper age limit.

Steve White, Acting 
Police, Crime and Vic-
tims’ Commissioner said: 
“The role of PCSO is at the 
heart of our neighbour-
hood policing service.

“They play a vital role 
supporting police officers 
and their communities 
and I would encourage 
people from all walks of 
life who are interested in 
public service to consider 
applying.”

Application packs can 
be downloaded from the 
force website at durham.
police.uk.

PCSO RECRUITMENT NOW OPEN
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BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 

factory and saveFREE
NEED A VAN?

JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

JUBILEE FIELDS Com-
munity Centre is hosting 
a free course in Level 2 
Food Safety and Catering 
in the new year. 

The one-day course will 
take place on Tuesday 
21st January from 9am 
until 4.30pm.

Your National Insurance 
number is required with 
proof of residency in the 
form of  passport, driving 
licence or utility bill con-

taining your address.
The course will give par-

ticipants an awareness 
and understanding of 
food safety and the con-
fidence and expertise to 
safely deliver quality food 
to customers. 

For further information 
or to book a place on the 
course, contact Denise 
Hopps at Bishop Auck-
land College on 01388 
443078. 

FOOD SAFETY COURSE

via the Royal Horticultural 
Society later in the year.

Eighteen projects, 
funded and supported 
by Durham County Coun-
cil earlier this year, were 
recently honoured by the 
RHS at the Northumbria in 
Bloom awards ceremony.

Three groups received 
level five, outstanding; 
eight groups gained level 
four, thriving; six received 
level three, advancing; 
and one gained level one, 
establishing.

Funded group, 
Sedgefield in Bloom, won 
a gold award in its cate-
gory and also best Small 
Town, in the Northumbria 
in Bloom competition and 
then went on to gain Gold 
in the small town category 
of the national Britain in 
Bloom competition.

Pauline Walker, senior 
civic pride officer, said: “It 
is always amazing to see 
the improvements that are 
inspired by the commu-

nity grant scheme, and the 
wider RHS It’s Your Neigh-
bourhood competition.

“These projects bring 
people together in a 
shared desire to brighten 
up their area and that, in 
turn, has a positive effect 
on those that live and 
work in, and visit County 
Durham.

“Well done to this year’s 
groups, big and small, 
which have done great 
things and were recog-
nised by their recent 
awards.”

Groups who wish to get 
involved in improving the 
environment in their area 
can contact the civic 
pride team at civicpride@
durham.gov.uk or 03000 
261 000.

For a full run down of 
the results for this year’s 
Northumbria in Bloom 
visit https://northumbria 
inbloom.co.uk.

For more information on 
what activities the civic 
pride team are involved 
with visit: www.durham.
gov.uk/civicpride.

APPLICATIONS FOR fund-
ing has opened to com-
munity groups in County 
Durham aimed at making 
a positive impact in their 
local area. 

From November, vol-
unteer run horticultural 
projects can apply for 
up to £500 from Durham 
County Council’s civic 
pride team, as part of the 
Royal Horticultural Socie-
ty’s (RHS) It’s Your Neigh-
bourhood scheme 2020.

Groups must be seen 
to benefit the wider com-
munity through green 
focused activities such 
as growing edible plants 
or fresh produce, helping 
older people in the com-
munity to avoid isolation, 
or improving parks and 
allotments.

Applications remain 
open until Friday 13th 
December.

Successful projects will 
then be visited by North-
umbria in Bloom judges 

FUNDING APPLICATIONS OPEN FOR 
GREEN COMMUNITY PROJECTS

West Auckland in Bloom group, which benefited from It’s Your Neighbourhood funding.

Election not just about Brexit
Although we know that the upcoming General Election 
is motivated more by the European agenda than the 
domestic one, a Brexit-only campaign would be a disaster 
for schools and young people.
Campaigns focussed entirely on Brexit will ignore some of 
the most pressing issues that schools and colleges face. 
Budgets are still at breaking point and we still lack a 
sufficient supply of well-qualified teachers.
Whatever the challenges or opportunities of Brexit, we can 
be certain that investing in the next generation will be the 
best way to guarantee our future success.
Parties chasing the votes of school leaders, families and 
young people must put education at the heart of their 
campaigns.

Paul Whiteman,
General secretary of school leaders’ union NAHT.

Letters to the Editor...
Email: crier@swd.news stating ‘Letter’ in the subject line.
Write to: Letters, Shildon & District Town Crier, 3-4 First 
Floor Offices, Shildon Town Council, Shildon DL4 1AH.
All letters (including emails) must include the writer’s name, 
address, postal code and contact number and may be edited.
The maximum length for letters is 200 words.

lenge, but it is the chance 
of getting acute mountain 
sickness, also known as 
altitude sickness, due to 
the lack of oxygen.

“Altitude sickness can 
be life threatening and 
it’s not something we can 
train for in this country as 
all of our mountains are 
much smaller in compar-
ison. 

“I am also raising money 
for my chosen charity, 
Crohns & Colitis UK, 
through my justgiving 
page. (Search for Glen 
Neilson at justgiving.com) 

“As I have self-funded 
the full cost of the trip, all 
donations will be going 
straight to this great char-
ity.

“Any donations will be 
greatly received and go 
towards helping in the 
fight against this disease.”

Glen’s Kilimanjaro climb 
will take place between 
8th and 16th December.

“A lot of people suffer 
mentally and physically 
after such a big opera-
tion,” he said, “so I am on 
a mission to prove living 
your best life is still pos-
sible and making oth-
ers aware that not every 
illness is visible. 

“I want to make people 
more aware of the condi-
tion and what living with 
a stoma is like as a lot of 
people have never even 
heard of it.

“So I am attempting to 
summit Kilimanjaro this 
December which is the 
highest free standing 
mountain in the world at 
a height of 5,895 metres. 

“My only concern in 
doing this is certainly not 
my ability, or the fact that 
I wear a bag, as its never 
been an issue and I feel 
well prepared and men-
tally strong for this chal-

FROM PAGE 1

GLEN TO CLIMB KILIMANJARO
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row in the league, all of 
which have come away 
from home. 

The side has been on 
good goalscoring form in 
those wins, recording ten 
in the goals for column.

Shildon opened the scor-
ing in the 22nd minute 
through Danny Craggs, 

but were pegged back 
before the break with Ste-
ven Roberts equalising in 
37 minutes. 

However, the Railway-
men showed resilience by 
re-taking the lead in the 
68th minute through Billy 
Greulich-Smith.

With the game head-
ing for added time, David 
Palmer made sure of the 
win with a 90th minute 
goal. 

Shildon now travel to 
Sunderland Ryhope CW, 
who have lost three of 
their last five, this Satur-
day, looking to continue 
their current streak of 
away wins. 

The club is currently five 
points adrift of the final 
third promotional place, 
but have competition for 
it from as many as four 
other clubs, with anyone 
up to seventh still well in 
the frame.

AN EXCELLENT 3-1 away 
win at Guisborough Town  
has seen Shildon AFC 
recover to fifth place in 
the table in what is prov-
ing to be something of a 
rollercoaster season so 
far.

However the game was 
Shildon’s third win in a 

SHILDON UP TO FIFTH WITH AWAY WIN 
David Palmer is hoisted into the air by Billy Greulich-Smith after his last minute goal 
confirmed a 3-1 win for Shildon at Guisborough. Photo: Tom Clegg.

THERE WERE no winners 
of the Shildon Lotto when 
it was drawn on Sunday 
24th November.

The numbers drawn 
were 1, 3, 4, 5, 9 and 10. 

The bonus prize of £25 
was won by K Thornton.

Next week players 
should choose 6 numbers 
from 11 for a jackpot of 
£850.

LOTTO JACKPOT ROLLS OVER

THE NEXT meeting of 
Shildon AFC Supporters 
Club will take place on 
Wednesday 4th Decem-

ber from 7pm at the foot-
ball ground social club. 

All are welcome to 
attend. 

SUPPORTERS CLUB MEETING

ON SATURDAY evening, 
30th November, after 
Shildon AFC’s away 
game against Sunderland 
Ryhope CW, supporters 
will be returning to the 
home ground’s social 
club to take part in the 
John Hay Memorial Dom-

ino Handicap, starting at 
7.30pm.

Anyone else who wishes 
to take part is also wel-
come to go along.

Funds raised from the 
evening will go to various 
good causes that were 
close to John. 

JOHN HAY DOMINO HANIDCAP

SHILDON AFC is hosting 
a charity game between 
the Prince’s Trust and the 
Youth Group at Shildon 
Alive.

The match takes place 
this Friday, 29th Novem-
ber, at Dean Street, kick-

ing off at 5pm.
Entry is free as there 

will be a bucket collection 
with all funds raised going 
to Shildon Alive.

For more on Shildon 
Alive, visit their website at 
shildonalive.org.uk/ 

SHILDON HOST CHARITY GAME

THE SEVENTH annual 
Super Santa Sunday, 
organised by Shildon AFC 
Supporters Club, will take 
place at Shildon Civic Hall 
on Sunday 22nd Decem-
ber from 2.30pm until 
8pm. 

Headlining the event will 

be live band, The Arrival. 
There will also be a disco. 

Dressing up as Santa is 
encouraged, but not com-
pulsory.

Tickets cost £5 and are 
available from the Civic 
Hall, the football club, or 
by calling 07538 789464.

SUPER SANTA SUNDAY IS BACK

SHILDON RAILWAY 
Cricket Club held its 
Annual General Meeting 
on Wednesday at Shildon 
Railway Sports & Social 
Club (The BR). 

The following officials 
were elected for the 2020 
season.

President: Jim Rob-
inson, Vice President: 
Keith Robinson, Chair-
man: Shane Rowley, Vice 
Chairman: Tom Wickins, 
Treasurer: Adam Bayles, 
Secretary: Adam Bayles, 
Assistant Secretary: John 
Brennan.

A club spokesman said: 
“The committee will be 
working hard during the 
close season and hopes 
to build on the very suc-
cessful recent projects 
with the juniors and in 
developing the ground 
over the past couple of 
years.  

“There are exciting and 
busy times ahead and we 
hope that the people and 
businesses of the town 
will get behind us, as their 
support and sponsorship 
is vital to helping us pro-
gress.”

CRICKET AGM NEWS

A. FrAncis
Roofing & Building

From a single slate to a new roof
Gutters cleaned and inspected

Chimney repairs

No job too small
Tel: 01388 833853

Mob: 07811 848228
Established 1987

Repointing to brickwork

Do you 
have 
leaflets 
for your 
business?

The Crier is 
delivered to 
around 
6,000 
homes
Leaflets distributed 
from just 3p each. 
Call 
(01388) 775 896 
to arrange distribution


