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The ladies of Table 9 enjoying their annual dinner dance celebration.

FERRYHILL’S FAVOURITE 
social club, DIDO (Days In 
Days Out) held its annual 
celebratory dinner dance 
on Monday 25th Novem-
ber at Ferryhill’s Masonic 
Hall.

The party was just one 
event in a jam-packed itin-
erary for the group, which 
has been running for over 
thirteen years.

The first meeting was 
held in April 2006 after a 
few local ladies decided 

to set up a social group 
for over 55s at Dean Bank 
Institute. 

To their astonishment, 
over 100 people turned 
up and the group has 
being going strong ever 
since, holding fortnightly 
meetings on a Monday 
afternoon. There are cur-
rently 114 members, aged 
between 60 and 93, and a 
waiting list of 65!

As well as holding ‘Days 
In’ with tea, coffee and 

entertainment, members 
also enjoy ‘Days Out’ 
and this year alone have 
enjoyed trips to theatres, 
including to see Les Mis-
erables, fish & chips at the 
newly renovated Spanish 
City in Whitley Bay and a 
trip to Richmond Station 
Cinema and Mainsgill 
Farm.

Spokesperson Ann 
Turner said: “We would like 
to give a special thanks to 
Chris Cairns, Administra-

tor at Dean Bank Institute 
for all his help throughout 
the year.

The groups next day out 
is just next week, when 
they will visit Sunder-
land Empire to watch the 
award winning musical, 
Blood Brothers.

The ladies are also look-
ing forward to another 
year of fun events and 
socialising, another trip 
to Sunderland to see The 
Phantom of the Opera.

FERRYHILL 
CHRISTMAS 
FAYRE & LIGHTS 
SWITCH-ON

Anyone wishing 
to take part in 
the procession 
should meet at St 
Luke’s at 3.45pm

FERRYHILL TOWN Coun-
cil would like to invite res-
idents to attend Ferryhill’s 
Annual Christmas Fayre 
on Friday 29th November.

The event will com-
mence at 2pm with a 
Craft Fayre in St. Luke’s 
Parish Centre. 

A procession, involving 
children from local pri-
mary schools, will leave 
St. Luke’s Church at 4pm. 
The procession will be 
led by festive donkeys 
and will make its way to 
the Town Hall gardens for 
carol singing at 4.15pm.  

All adults and children 
wishing to take part in 
the procession and carol 
singing are asked to meet 
at St. Luke’s Church at 
3.45pm.

The official switch on 
of the town’s Christ-
mas lights will follow at 
4.30pm. The honour of 

FERRYHILL’S ‘FAVOURITE SOCIAL CLUB’ 
CELEBRATES ANOTHER FUN YEAR
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COMPETITIVE PRICES

BIG SIZE MENSWEAR  2XL TO 8XL2XL TO 8XL
Park right outside 

our showroom 
and shop at 
your leisure!

SUITS
SHIRTS

TROUSERS
LONG TIES
T-SHIRTS
SHORTS

CARGO TROUSERS
JEANS

EVERYTHING FOR 
THE LARGE MAN

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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CHRISTMAS  
& NEW YEAR AT

Please note, our final newspapers of the year will be published as follows: 
 
Bishop Press . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . w/b 9th December
Ferryhill & Chilton Chapter  . . w/b 16th December
Shildon & District Town Crier  w/b 16th December
Spennymoor News  . . . . . . . . . w/b 16th December

We will be closed for two weeks, from Monday 23rd December until we 
reopen on Monday 6th January

The first publications of next year for each paper are as follows: 

Chapter  . . . . . w/b 6th Jan (weekly thereafter)
Crier  . . . . . . . . w/b 6th Jan (weekly thereafter)
Bishop . . . . . . w/b 6th Jan (fortnightly thereafter)
Spennymoor . w/b 13th Jan (fortnightly thereafter)

Happy 90th Birthday to a 
wonderful husband, dad, 
grandad & great grandad

Billy Curry

Love Betty, Mandy & 
Stephen, Ashley & Marie, 

Aston & Sarah, Lewis & 
Thomas

xx

90!

The family of the late 
Tommy wish to thank all 

family and friends for the 
cards and sympathy shown 
to them during their recent 

bereavement. Special 
thanks to district nurses, 
doctors, Rev. Lumsden & 

Fletchers Funeral Services.

Crowther

CHILTON ACADEMY 
Friends would like to 
invite people to their 
Light Festival in the 
school on Friday 29th 
November, from 5.15-
6.15pm, ahead of the 
official switch-on of the 
town’s Christmas lights. 
Entry will be just 50p per 
person.

Visitors will be amazed 
by the light displays 
made by the children.  
At the event will be 
refreshments, raffle and 
a match the sock game. 

Chilton Academy Choir 
will be entertaining us as 
well as the amazing LED 
Stilt Walkers. 

The stilt walkers and 
the Chilton Academy 
choir will then lead a 
lantern procession at 
6:20pm to the Town 
Council Offices for the 
official light switch on.

A spokesperson said: 
“Visitors are requested 
to note that you should 
bring your own lanterns, 
torches or other light 

sources for the proces-
sion. Real flames are not 
permitted. 

“We also ask that par-
ents and carers of the 
choir attend the event 
with their children, both 
at the school and Town 
Council Offices. Entry 
admission applies.”

A road closure will be 
enforced from 6pm until 
7.30pm and parents or 
guardians of children 
performing in the choir 
are asked for safety 
reasons to refrain from 
entering the barriers 
when dropping off and 
collecting children. 

The countdown to 
the Christmas Lights 
Switch-on will com-
mence on arrival of the 
lantern procession at the 
Town Square. 

The town council is 
inviting visitors to join 
them and sing a selec-
tion of Christmas carols 
from 6.30pm prior to the 
official switching of the 
Christmas tree at 7pm by 

CHILTON LIGHTS FESTIVAL 
AND SWITCH-ON

the Mayor and this year’s 
Gala Princess winner.  

There will be perfor-
mances by Chilton Acad-
emy Choir and Ferryhill 
Town Band.  

On site will be a small 
fun fair ride and catering.

Sweet mince pies 
and ginger wine will be 
available.  There will be 
refreshments for the 
children and they will 
be pleased to know that 
Santa will be dropping by 
to visit.

“The town council wish 
to thank everyone who 
has assisted with the 
event and all those who 
have performed,” added 
the spokesperson.

Residents should also 
note that the Civic Carol 
Service is scheduled for 
Thursday 12th Decem-
ber at St Aidan’s Church, 
Chilton at 7pm. Everyone 
is welcome.

There will be perfor-
mances from Steel Pans, 
Chilton Academy Choir 
and Ferryhill Town Band.

In Memoriam

Sadly missed
Jean Bell

Love Jeanette
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in the Army, serving for 
almost three years. He 
then also worked at 
Bowaters before he and 
Edwina decided to make 
the life-changing decision 
of moving to South Africa 
in 1973, where after 18 
months of training, Colin 
worked in a Johannes-
burg gold mine.

He later worked in a 
Namibian uranium mine 
and a Zimbabwean Coal 
Mine, before the couple 
returned to County Dur-
ham, and eventually back 
to Ferryhill in 1978.

After working at both 
Easington Pit and Mid-
dridge Drift, he returned 
to work for Davies Broth-
ers before obtaining his 
HGV licence and finding 
employment with Thomp-

sons and John Wade.
Edwina worked for Dale 

Care then at Clevesfe-
rye House as a residen-
tial social worker before 
opening a kitchen at Fer-
ryhill WMC, providing a 
catering service.

The couple have three 
children, Mark, Julie and 
Gavin, as well as seven 
grandchildren and two 
great grandchildren, with 
another expected in the 
spring.

Having an obvious love 
of travelling, the couple 
have also visited India, 
Sri Lanka, Casablanca, 
Florida and all around the 
Mediterranean.

They celebrated their 
wonderful occasion 
with a party at St Luke’s 
Church Centre.

AFTER MEETING at Fer-
ryhill’s Gaiety Dance 
and tying the knot at the 
town’s Methodist Church, 
Colin and Edwina McCor-
mack are still going 
strong after fifty years 
together.

The couple, from Bow-
ness Grove, Ferryhill, cel-
ebrated their landmark 
Golden Wedding Anniver-
sary on 22nd November. 

Edwina was born on 
Hawthorne Road, attend-
ing Dean Bank School and 
Durham Girls Grammar 
School, before starting 
her working life at Bowa-
ters in Darlington, before 
moving on to Darlington 
Hospital.

After delivering coal for 
Davies Brothers in Ferry-
hill, in 1967 Colin enlisted 

COLIN & EDWINA MINE FOR GOLD
Colin and Edwina McCormack on their special day.

switching on the town’s 
lights this year will fall to 
a pupil from Cleves Cross 
Primary School, accom-
panied by the Deputy 
Town Mayor.

The event this year will 
also include show rides 
and stalls in the Market 
Place Car Park, festive 
donkey rides in Chapel 
Terrace, Santa’s Grotto 
in the outbuilding at the 
side of the Town Hall, and 

a children’s craft compe-
tition, face painting and 
refreshments upstairs in 
the Town Hall.  

The Methodist Church 
will also be open until 
7pm so that residents can 
pop along and view the 
Festival of Trees, organ-
ised by ApproachToo.

For any queries about 
the Christmas Fayre, con-
tact Karen Younghusband 
or Nikki Rees at Ferry-
hill Town Hall on 01740 
652157.

FERRYHILL FESTIVE FAYRE
FROM PAGE 1

Events Programme
10.00am – 7.00pm

Festival of Trees at the Methodist Church

2.00pm – 6.00pm
Craft Fayre at St. Luke’s Parish Centre

3.30pm – 6.30pm
Show rides and stalls in the 

Market Place Car Park

3.45pm
Children from local primary schools congregate 

in St. Luke’s Church for the Christmas Procession

4.00pm – 6.30pm 
Santa’s Grotto in outbuilding next to 

the Town Hall (Chapel Terrace)

4.00pm
Procession leaves St. Luke’s 

Church led by festive donkeys  
                     

4.15pm – 4.30pm
Carol singing by local school 

children in the Town Hall gardens

4.30pm
Official switch on of the town’s Christmas lights 

by a pupil from Cleves Cross Primary School 
accompanied by the Deputy Town Mayor 

4.30pm – 6.00pm
Festive donkey rides in Chapel Terrace 

4.30pm – 6.30pm
Face painting, refreshments & children’s 

craft competition upstairs in the Town Hall

ON FRIDAY 29th Novem-
ber the following Road 
Closures and Temporary 
Bus Stops will be imple-
mented to accommodate 
Ferryhill’s Annual Christ-
mas Fayre and Official 
Christmas Lights Switch 
on:

• Market Street, Chapel 
Terrace (Part) and Church 
Road will be closed to all 
vehicles on Friday 29th 

November 2019, from 
4.00pm – 6.00pm approx-
imately.

• Church Lane and the 
Unnamed Road between 
Church Lane and Market 
Street  will be closed from 
4.00pm to 4.30pm.

• Temporary Bus Stops 
will be erected outside:-

• The former Coffee 
Lounge  (Main Street),

• B & M Store (Market 

Street),
• Ferryhill Workingmen’s 

Club (North Street),
• All Vehicles Must Use 

North Street. 
• Nat West Car Park – 

no access or exit from 
4.00pm to 4.30pm.

Anyone requiring further 
information should con-
tact Karen Younghusband 
at Ferryhill Town Council 
on 01740 652157.

ROAD CLOSURES FOR 
FERRYHILL FAYRE
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ELECTRICIAN
www.armstrong-electrics.co.uk

◊	 Fault	Finding	/	Repairs
◊	 Extra	Lights	and	Sockets
◊	 New	Fuse	Boards
◊	Rewires
◊	 P.A.T	Testing
◊	 Landlord	Inspections
◊	 Qualified	Electrician
◊	 Fully	Insured
◊	 Reliable	Service
◊	 Satisfaction	Guaranteed

I	WILL	ASSURE	YOU	OF	A	QUICK	
RESPONSE	AND	A	REASONABLY	

PRICED	SERVICE
Call	Gary	on:

01740	474050

Do	you	find	it	difficult	to	get	
someone	to	come	out	
and	do	a	small	job?

FERRYHILL AND Chilton’s 
Festival of Christmas 
Trees is back again on Fri-
day 29th November, from 
9.30am to 7pm at Ferryhill 
Village Methodist Chapel.

“Everyone is welcome to 
come along to this won-
derful free event,” encour-
aged a spokesperson. “As 

well as an amazing array 
of Christmas trees made 
by our brilliant commu-
nity. We have quizzes, 
retro games and toys, 
1970’s photo booth and 
refreshments available.

“Absolutely everyone 
welcome, Merry Christ-
mas!”

FESTIVAL OF TREES BACK 
BY POPULAR DEMAND

Grass cutting and garden 
maintenance, with over 200 

lawns cut locally with an 
average price of just £6.50

Patios, Drives and Fencing
For a Free  

No Obligation Estimate call  
John Paul Elsdon on 

077030 10042

34, Gordon Terrace
Ferryhill DL17 8AU

Ground
Dezign

Out of hours call available 
Call	Neil	on:

M:	07882	233	219		
Tel:	01740	474	045

NC PLUMBING 
SERVICES

All plumbing requirements undertaken
From a drip to a full bathroom refit.

Complete Bathroom specialist,
Full tiling and wall cladding service,

Full Power Flush Service.
Central heating problems repaired.

No job too small

CHILTON TOWN Council 
would like to invite read-
ers to the town’s Civic 
Carol Service, which will 
be held on Thursday 12th 
December at St Aidan’s 
Church, commencing at 
7pm. 

During the service there 

will be performances 
from Ferryhill Town Band, 
Chilton Academy Choir 
and the Steel Pans.  

Afterwards there will be 
a buffet in the Church Hall 
and everyone is welcome.

For further information 
call 01388 721788.

CHILTON CIVIC CAROL SERVICE

Chilton Town Council 
are inviting people to 
hang messages in mem-
ory of loved ones on a 
Christmas tree which 
is located inside of the 
Council offices.

Tags are available from 
the office, costing £1 
each.   

Members have agreed 
to purchase and install 
up to three defibrillators 
in various locations in the 

town. All monies raised 
will be in aid of this pro-
ject.

Call in to the Council 
Offices, Hutton House, 
Durham Road, Chilton 
weekdays between 9am 
and 3pm, or alternatively 
call in on the night of the 
Christmas Lights Switch 
on event on Friday 29th 
November.

For any queries call 
01388 721788.

LEAVE MESSAGE FOR LOVED 
ONES ON MEMORY TREE

COMMUNITY SERVICES
Wednesday 4th December 2019 at 7pm **

EVENTS & COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT SUB COMMITTEE

Thursday 5th December 2019 at 6pm **

COUNCIL
Wednesday 11th December  2019 at 7pm **

** Members of the public may attend this meeting

FERRYHILL TOWN COUNCIL
DECEMBER MEETINGS

ST LUKE’S Church in 
Ferryhill is inviting the 
community to join its 
Christingle celebrations 
on Christmas Eve, 24th 
December. 

The service takes place 
from 5pm a supports The 

Children’s Society. Vicar 
Gary commented: “We 
would love for you, your 
friends and your family 
to join us at our Christin-
gle celebration so we can 
support more vulnerable 
children.

CHRISTINGLE SERVICE

facebook.com/
ferryhillandchiltonchapter

KIRSTY LOWTHER, the 
owner of Joey’s Waffle 
House in St Helen Auck-
land, opposite Tindale 
McDonald’s is reaching 
out to anyone who is in 
need this Christmas by 
offering a turkey and 
stuffing sandwich and a 
hot drink free of charge. 

Kirsty remembers her 
own past struggles with 
hardship and she and her 
staff will be on hand to 
serve out the free snacks 
to anyone who is home-
less, lonely or struggling 
during the festive period. 

“Where you are a family 
or on your own, you will be 
more than welcome,” said 

Kirsty, whose staff are 
also giving up their Christ-
mas morning to help. 

“Anyone attending will 
be treated with respect, 
dignity and confidential-
ity”, she added.

The cafe will be open 
from 9am until 12 noon, 
but Kirsty is also reaching 
out to those who may not 
be able to get to the cafe. 

She said: “We under-
stand that everyone might 
not be able to attend the 
shop so we are hoping 

WAFFLE HOUSE MAKES KIND 
CHRISTMAS OFFER

Kirsty Lowther with her wife, Stephanie and their son Joey after whom their family-run 
business is named.

the volunteer drivers in 
the surrounding areas 
would deliver to people in 
their own homes.”

Anyone local business 
that would like to contrib-
ute to Kirsty’s gesture, 
anyone who would like to 
volunteer, or anyone who 
would like to arrange for 
the food to be delivered to 
their home on Christmas 
Day should contact Kirsty 
on 07708 753255 or by 
email at kirsty.lowther@
aol.com.
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GUTTER 
CLEANING

Gutters & Downpipes Cleaned

No Ladders Used
Soffits, fascias & conservatories 

cleaned
Gutters repaired and/or renewed

07519 376870
(local)

TAXIS
SILVERCABS

07549 634 441

Local Driver
Anytime, Anywhere
Hospitals, Doctors, 

Airports, Train Station, 
Holidays, Shopping07733 555 330

01740 656 356

ANDREW HEAVISIDE
EPS

All Electrical and Plastering 
Work carried out in your 
home. Clean, Friendly, 

Reliable service, customer 
satisfaction no.1 priority.

Andrew’s Roofing
Chimney Stacks - Ridge Tile 

Repairs - Brickwork Repointed 
- Flat Roofs - Slating & Tiling - 
Felting and Pointing - Guttering 

- Fibre glass flat roofing 
with 20 year guarantee

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

the world, including 
Spain, Finland, France, 
Germany, Austria and 
the Czech Republic. 

Many also have part-
ner schools in countries 
such as Kenya and Sri 
Lanka and collaborate 
on projects focusing on 
a range of issues. 

Pupils also enjoy regu-
lar chats on Skype, while 
teachers have taken part 
in exchanges to learn 
about different teaching 
methods.

Brian Stobie, interna-
tional officer at Durham 
County Council, said: 
“It’s so important chil-
dren learn about differ-
ent countries and have 
the skills and awareness 
they need for a career in 
a global workplace. 

“It’s wonderful to see 
how committed County 
Durham schools are to 
achieving this and to pro-
viding opportunities for 
children to forge interna-
tional friendships.”

SCHOOLS THAT go the 
extra mile to encourage 
pupils to be global cit-
izens with respect for 
different cultures have 
been celebrated.

Twelve schools from 
across County Durham, 
including Cleves Cross 
Primary in Ferryhill, were 
honoured at Durham 
Town Hall as part of 
the International School 
Awards. 

This is a British Coun-
cil scheme that recog-

nises schools that have 
demonstrated their 
commitment to rais-
ing awareness of other 
countries, traditions and 
languages.

County Durham has 
one of the highest levels 
of engagement in the 
scheme in England.

At the ceremony, 
organised by Durham 
County Council, attend-
ees heard how schools 
host pupil exchanges 
with countries all over 

CLEVES CROSS HONOURED FOR 
INTERNATIONAL APPROACH TO LEARNING

THE ROYAL British Legion 
Club in Ferryhill Station 
will host a free coffee 
morning on Tuesday 3rd 
December at 10.30am.

Everyone welcome.

BRITISH 
LEGION COFFEE 
MORNING

ST LUKE’S Church in Fer-
ryhill will host a hanging 
basket workshop on Tues-
day 3rd December from 
2.30pm.

Create your own hang-
ing basket to take home 
for free.

To book a place, contact 
Rachel on 01740 652000.

HANGING 
BASKET 
WORKSHOP

A FAMILY history course 
will return to give attend-
ees the chance to look 
at lesser known archives 
and discover hidden fam-
ily histories. 

Branching Out, a series 
of talks organised by 
Durham County Record 
Office, invites people to 
learn skills that will help 
them advance their fam-
ily research skills. 

This talk explores the 
often overlooked world 
of miscellaneous col-
lections, including docu-
ments from a local jour-
nalist about munitions 
workers in Aycliffe during 
the Second World War, 
a 1767 wages bill from 
Andrew’s House Col-
liery and a collection of 
records from the Wood 
family of Metal Bridge.

Dawn Layland, educa-
tion and outreach archi-
vist at Durham County 
Record Office, said: 
“With over five miles of 
shelving and new depos-
its coming every day, it’s 
hardly surprising that 
some of our collections 
don’t fit into established 
categories.

“Some of our collec-
tions, like the Durham 
Light Infantry archive, 
are very well-known, but 
the next Branching Out 
session focusses on 
‘miscellaneous collec-
tions’: small, interesting 
and sometimes quirky 
records that don’t fit into 
those larger archives.”

Nigel Bell from Fir 
Tree, County Durham, a 
regular attendant of the 
course, said: “My family 
history research benefit-
ted hugely from attend-
ing the range of Branch-
ing Out sessions. Clear 
explanations and practi-
cal tips helped acceler-
ate my discoveries and 
took me to unexpected 
places in my family’s 
past. I would recommend 
it to anyone.”

Two sessions are avail-
able for booking on 
Thursday 28 November. 
The first runs from 10am 
to 12pm, and a later ses-
sion will run from 6pm to 
8pm. Both cost £10 per 
person.

To book, visit https://
recordofficeshop.dur-
ham.gov.uk/pgHome  

FIND THE UNEXPECTED IN 
YOUR FAMILY TREE

Mary Jane Harvey, of Metal Bridge, aged about three years 
old, c.1915. The Wood Family will be featured in the talk.

A CHRISTMAS concert 
with Ripon City Band will 
be held at West Cornforth 
Community Centre on Fri-
day 20th December, from 
7pm. Tickets are £4 and 
are available from Bob or 
Eileen on 01740 654534.

All proceeds are in aid 
of the Thrislington Banner 
Fund.

CHRISTMAS 
CONCERT 
WITH RIPON 
CITY BAND
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JOHN’S DECORATING

PAINTING  ANYTHING! 
THEN GIVE ME A RING!

(Time Served)

For all your painting and 
decorating needs.
No job too small

Special rates for O.A.P’s
For a free estimate

 phone John on Ferryhill
(01740) 657191 
or 0775 983 8076

ON WEDNESDAY 6th  
November, members and 
guests of Ferryhill Village 
Women’s Institute  cele-
brated their birthday party 
with a Knife and Fork Sup-
per. 

President, Sylvia Bell 
said: “A very big thank 
you to all of my commit-
tee members as they 
worked very hard with me 
to supply our members 
and guest with a fabulous 
meal, finishing off with 
birthday cake and cream 
cakes. 

“We also had a very 
interesting talk from Stu-
art Anderson on Con-
scientious Objectors. It 

was very interesting but 
I am sure in the time that 
he had, he only managed 
to give us a quick sum-
mary. 

“Our next meeting will 
be held in the Dean Bank 
Community Centre on 
Wednesday 4th Decem-
ber at 6.30pm, when it will 
be our Christmas Party 
with sweet mince pies, 
tea and coffee. 

“Our entertainers will 
be the fabulous Sea-
tones and we will also 
have the usual Christ-
mas stalls, so don’t for-
get to bring your money.  
“Looking forward to see-
ing you all.”

KNIFE & FORK SUPPER FOR W.I.

FERRYHILL STAGE Soci-
ety will perform the 
award-winning musical 
Hairspray this week.

Full of toe-tapping, sing-
along tunes, the show 
follows the story of Tracy 
Turnblad, an overweight 
teenager who becomes a 
television superstar while 
fighting racial discrimina-
tion.

The musical will be 
stages at Mainsforth & 
District Community Cen-

STAGE SOCIETY WELCOMES 
YOU TO THE 60S

tre in Ferryhill Station on 
Wednesday 27th, Thurs-
day 28th and Friday 29th 
November at 7.15pm, 
concluding with a mati-
nee performance on Sat-
urday 30th November at 
2.15pm.

Tickets cost £10 for 
adults, £7 for juniors 
or £25 for a family of 2 
adults and 2 children.

Book online at trybook-
ing.co.uk/nfl or call J 
Harker on 01740 652551.

Amy & Bekka from 
Pampered Pooch would like 
to warmly invite you to our 
brand new 
professional dog grooming 
salon, based in Ferryhill.

Pop in and say hello, we can’t wait to meet 
you all and welcome you into our relaxed 
and comfortable salon.
We also have a range of 100% natural treats 
and other doggy bits & pieces on offer.

11 Parker Terrace, Ferryhill (next door to Co-op Funeralcare)
Tel: 01740 651753 | Find us on Facebook

Pampered PoochPampered Pooch

10% off Full Grooms booked before December 31st

CURRENT OFFERS
FREE Melon & Cucumber facial scrub with every bath & blow dry

FREE Goody Bag with every groom Filled with delicious 100% natural treats

Disco.
There were some fan-

tastic prizes for winners, 
including a £20 Planet 
Leisure voucher, a choco-
late hamper and a spooky 

surprise! 
“Well done to everyone 

who entered, we were 
amazed by your artistic 
efforts!” said a spokes-
person.

BROOM COTTAGES Pri-
mary and Nursery School 
recently held a pumpkin 
competition, and entries 
took centre stage at 
the school’s Halloween 

‘PUMPKIN’ SPOOKY’S GOING ON!
Some of the fantastic (and spooky) entries of the pumpkin carving competition.

ELSIE CARR, who, with 
her husband Bob, ran the 
Eldon Arms in Ferryhill 
for twenty- five years, has 
died aged 94. 

Her funeral service 
will be held on Monday 
2nd December at St. 
Cuthbert’s Church, Ben-
fieldside, where Elsie had 
been a loyal parishioner. 

Elsie and Bob made 
many friends in Ferry-
hill and both are fondly 
remembered, especially 
by the pub locals.

The couple led a very full 

life and in 1951 left their 
home in Consett to go as 
“£10 Poms” to Australia, 
where eldest son Jeff was 
born. 

Bob and Elsie continued 
their adventures and took 
the family to live in South 
Africa, Tanzania and 
Kenya, as well as visiting 
India, China and Thailand, 
before finally settling in 
Ferryhill in 1969.

 After many happy and 
very busy years in the 
Eldon, the couple retired 
to Consett, to be near to 

family. Elsie is survived by 
her three sons Jeff, Chris 
and Tim, daughter- in- 
law Joan, grandchildren 
Simon, Ashley, Rachel 
and Victoria and great- 
grandchildren Jacob, 
Eadie, Edward and Ellis. 
The funeral will be held 
at 11-30 a.m. and after-
wards in St. Cuthbert’s 
Church Hall. 

Elsie requested family 
flowers only, with dona-
tions to the church which 
she loved and where she 
will be sadly missed.   

POPULAR LANDLADY PASSES AWAY
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A magnificent cast of young people
Could I, through your edition, sincerely thank 
Andrea and Paul Flynn from Enter CIC, for inviting 
me to see their latest production of ‘Settle 
North’, depicting the rise of the settlement of 
Spennymoor.
I sat with pride listening to names like Norman 
Cornish, Sid Chaplin, Tom McGuinness, Robert 
Heslop and Herbert Dees, all portrayed by a 
magnificent cast of young people trained to 
perfection by Andrea.
Sid Chaplin lived in Gladstone Terrace in Ferryhill 
when I was a young boy, and I often played with 
his children, in fact Sid’s brother Fred still lives 
in Ferryhill and used to be Deputy Leader of 
Sedgefield Borough Council.
Sid Chaplin started his working career at 
Mainsforth Colliery and Norman Cornish worked 
at Dean & Chapter. Magnificent history for 
Ferryhill, I am very proud to have known and 
remembered them.
 I really enjoyed the excellent performance 
and look forward to the next shows at Durham 
Cathedral.

Yours faithfully
Brian Avery

Letters to the Editor...
Email: chapter@swd.news stating ‘Letter’ in the subject line.
Write to: Letters, Ferryhill & Chilton Chapter, 3-4 First Floor 
Offices, Shildon Town Council, Shildon DL4 1AH.
All letters (including emails) must include the writer’s name, 
address, postal code and contact number and may be edited.
The maximum length for letters is 200 words.

S CRABTREE
Digital Aerials Fitted

Digi Aerials, DAB
Sky, Freesat, CCTV
No Hidden Charges.

No Extra For Cable Used.
I Will Beat Any Written 

Quote, Plus Network Your 
House & Tune In

Ferryhill based

0797 997 1541

MEIKLES	SOLICITORS
8 North Street, Market Place, Ferryhill

Telephone : 01740 652811
Email : ferryhillreception@

meikles-solicitors.co.uk
FOR	ALL	LEGAL	MATTERS

Accident and Injury Claims – Employment
House Sales & Purchases – Wills and Probate

Child Care Cases – Matrimonial – Crime
Established	over	75	years

Gordon Fletcher & Sons
Independent Family Funeral Directors
A caring personal service, from a local family business,

Here to help you though those difficult times.
You know when you need us, we’ll be there, day or night.

OFFICE & PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST
Personalised Pre Payment Funeral Plans Available

St. Martha & St. Mary’s
Lazarus House, LInden Road, Ferryhill

Tel: (01740) 650558

Gordon Fletcher & Sons

Lazarus House, LInden Road, Ferryhill

FERRYHILL ROOFING 
CONTRACTORS LTD

For all aspects of roofing

- New roofs - roof repairs - 

slating - felt roofs etc.

Contact Trevor Elsdon on

01388 420152 
or  0788 788 6558

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought IronNew Roofs, Slating, 

Tiling, Felt Roofs etc.

For all your 
roofing needs
Contact Lee

L & L Roofing Services

Mobile: 07970 381075
Home: 01740 653750

Thanks to The Chapter

Denehurst Nursing Home would like to thank The 
Chapter newspaper for your support over the 
last few years. It is appreciated by myself and our 
lovely residents and their families.
Without you and other help and support, we 
would not be able to do the things we do. It’s 
appreciated.
As we come in to December, Denehurst would like 
to invite everyone to our Santa event on Saturday 
14th at 2pm, with other events and games, face 
painting, refreshments, competitions and more. 
Please come along, Santa is £3 and other events 
are free.
Thank you and Happy Christmas to all.

Susan Wayman
Activities

sensory processing dis-
order and the feedback 
from parents was amaz-
ing, so we cant thank the 
council enough,” said 
Michelle.

“We would also like to 
thank the residents of 
Ferryhill for their contin-
ued support, as well as 
everyone who continues 
to donate raffle prizes.

“In December we will 
be holding all-inclusive 
Christmas parties across 
the North East. This year 
we have over 250 children 
booked on to our autism-
friendly parties with 50 
children attending our 
Ferryhill session. 

“We would also like to 
say a huge thank you to 
Lee Dent and Tracey Law-
son from Ferryhill Sains-

bury’s who have helped 
us with our festive activi-
ties for the past two years 
and to Ferryhill Sports 
and Education Centre for 
accommodating us for 
this year’s party.

“We are also taking 
donations this year over 
Christmas instead of 
Christmas cards. You can 
donate via our facebook 
page @2018community or 
drop us an email at little-
treasures18@gmail.com.

“I’m hoping this charity, 
which has now helped 
over 3,000 families 
across the North East, 
is around long after me,” 
said Michelle, “so I have 
peace of mind my son will 
have a safe place to get 
support when he needs 
it.”

AN AUTISM charity 
founded in Ferryhill has 
gone from strength to 
strength and now, for the 
first time since its incep-
tion three years ago, Little 
Treasures has been able 
to offer social inclusion 
activities for families of 
children with autism.

“We have supported 
over 800 children across 
the North East with activ-
ities which included, quad 
biking, horse riding, pool 
parties and bowling,” 
said the autism charity’s 
founder, Michelle Abbs.  

“We also received fund-
ing this year from Ferryhill 
Town Council to offer a 
sensory workshop that 
saw 40 families attend.

“The families gained a 
greater understanding of 

PARTY TIME FOR LITTLE TREASURES
Charlie Abbs enjoys meeting Santa at an autism-friendly Christmas party.
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Local leagues, competitions and events...
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FREE Legal Surgery
Every Thursday

4-6pm
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

(30 minutes free)
Family and Children - Disputes - Property - Wills  
Powers of Attorney - Commercial - Employment 

Personal Injury - Charities
1 Parker Terrace, Ferryhill, County Durham, DL17 8JY

Please contact the office on 
01740 657444

ferryhill@evansco.co.uk

FERRYHILL BUSINESS 
& ENTERPRISE COLLEGE

Merrington Road, Ferryhill, Co Durham, DL17 8RW
Tel: (01740) 651554 Fax: (01740) 654980

Email: general@fbec.uk  Website: www.fbec.co.uk

Inspiring learners to succeed as enterprising individuals

Headteacher: Mr K Brennan

Cover Supervisor
Grade 4 SCP 15 - 19 £18,795-£19,945 (pro rata)

37 hours per week, term time only
(8.00am - 4.00pm Monday - Thursday, 8.00am - 3.30pm Friday)

Required for January 2019 a Cover Supervisor who is eager to be involved in all aspects of the college including:
Supervising classes during the short term absence of a teacher; small group supervision; classroom and Learning 
Coordinator administrative support; accompanying students on visits; supervision of students at breakfast time or 
after school and mentoring individual students.
You will be joining teams that deliver a high quality service to our students.
We are seeking candidates with a good all round education who likes young people and want to work with them.  
Although you would be expected to have a thorough understanding of young people you do not necessarily need to 
have worked in schools previously. Training will be given.
Further details and an application form are available from the school office and are also available on the school 
website www.fbec.co.uk following the link to Vacancies.

For an informal discussion please contact Louise Edgar, Business Manager at the college.

Closing date:   Monday 9th December 2019

 The College is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people and to this end any offer of employment will be subject 
to receipt of a satisfactory CRB Enhanced Disclosure.         
‘The Eden Learning Trust is an Equal Opportunities Employer.  We want to develop a more diverse workforce and we positively welcome applications from 
all sections of the community’

Applicants with disabilities will be invited for interview if the essential job criteria are met.

NEED	A	VAN?
JOHN’S	VAN
LIGHT	REMOVALS

ANYTHING	MOVED	
FROM	£10	|	LICENSED	
WASTE	CARRIER

01388	818286
07914	032280

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

THE FERRYHILL Six are 
delighted to be hosting a 
stall in St Luke’s Church 
during Ferryhill’s Annual 
Christmas Fayre on Friday 
29th November.

“Why not come along 
and have a chat with 
the guys? encouraged a 
spokesperson.

All the usual goodies and 
bargains will be available.

FERRYHILL SIX AT 
FESTIVE FAYRE

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01740 623333
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE
FREE

MEASURE & FITTING 

buy direct from the 
factory and save

www.siestablinds.com

DURHAM CONSTABU-
LARY is recruiting new 
Police Community Sup-
port Officers (PCSOs).

Potential new recruits 
have until 5pm on Friday, 
December 13th to submit 
their application.

PCSOs are full-time, 
paid employees who play 
a vital role in keeping our 
communities safe.

The force is looking to 
recruit around 40 new 
PCSOs who will work 
alongside warranted 
officers to help tackle 
antisocial behaviour, 
deal with minor offences, 
investigate low-level 
crimes, conduct house-
to-house enquiries and 
guard crime scenes.

As part of the role, they 
also work with individuals 
and partner agencies to 
support vulnerable peo-
ple and solve local con-
cerns and problems.

The role has a starting 
salary of around £18,951 
per annum.

You will also be paid 
extra for shift allowance 
and weekend working 
of 23%, giving an overall 
starting salary package of 
£23,350 rising to £24,800 
per annum. Applicants 
must be at least 18 years 
old to apply, and there is 
no upper age limit.

Steve White, Acting 
Police, Crime and Vic-
tims’ Commissioner said: 
“The role of PCSO is at the 

heart of our neighbour-
hood policing service.

“They play a vital role 
supporting police officers 
and their communities 
and I would encourage 
people from all walks of 
life who are interested in 
public service to consider 
applying.”

Application packs can 
be downloaded from the 
force website at durham.
police.uk.

PCSO RECRUITMENT NOW OPEN

Established 1982www.walkertyres.co.uk

Great Deals on New Tyres 
Free Fitting, New Valve, Balance and Scrap Disposal

Huge Selection of Quality Used Tyres for Car, Van and 4x4
Spennymoor 01388 811468
Gateshead 0191 4911 422

24 hour Mobile Tyre Fitting (07931 526 741)
Alignment, Servicing, Brakes, Exhausts, Springs, 

Shock Absorbers, Batteries etc. 
All major credit cards accepted

Walker Tyres, Compound 4, Tudhoe Ind. Est. DL16 6TL


