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COMPETITIVE PRICES

BIG SIZE MENSWEAR  2XL TO 8XL2XL TO 8XL
Park right outside 

our showroom 
and shop at 
your leisure!

SUITS
SHIRTS

TROUSERS
LONG TIES
T-SHIRTS
SHORTS

CARGO TROUSERS
JEANS

EVERYTHING FOR 
THE LARGE MAN

BISHOP OF Durham, 
Paul Butler and Mayor of 
Bishop Auckland, Coun-
cillor Joy Allen took great 
pleasure in officially open-
ing the Town Council’s 
Countdown to Christmas 
event in the Market Place 
on Friday 29th November 
with an estimated 1,500 
people flocking to start 
the festive season.

The Bishop blessed the 
event before Alex Winters, 
from CBeebies, hosted a 

range of performers and 
entertainment from the 
stage in the Market Place.  

Entertainment was pro-
vided by Connor Thomas, 
Innovations, Khalysis and 
the StarKidz Elves. 

Visitors enjoyed deli-
cious food from the Full 
Moon Street Food Mar-
ket and attractions that 
were on offer included 
children’s rides and a San-
ta’s grotto in St Anne’s 
Church.

The HOG Geordie Chap-
ter helped Santa find his 
way to the Market Place 
on the back of a Harley 
Davidson so he could 
switch on the Christmas 
tree lights and really get 
Bishop Auckland into the 
Christmas spirit. 

The evening closed 
with Innovations back on 
stage with Santa to per-
form a classic Christmas 
hit.

Town Mayor, Cllr Allen, 

said: “It was a great 
evening with lots going on 
and I was really pleased 
to see so many people 
enjoying themselves. 

“The look on the chil-
dren’s faces when Santa 
arrived by motorbike was 
priceless.”

The Mayor went on to 
thank people behind the 
scenes who made the 
event possible includ-
ing, AH Events, St Anne’s 
Church, and Innovations. 

CHRISTMAS COUNTDOWN BEGINS
At least 1,500 people filled the Market Place as Bishop Auckland began its countdown to Christmas.“Merry Christmas 

and Happy 
New Year to all 
our readers

WELCOME TO the final 
Bishop Press of what 
seems to have been an 
incredibly short year. 

This issue will be our 
last of the year given that 
the next issue would fall 
in Christmas week and, 
even  for us, no matter 
how momentous, the 
news will be on pause!

It is perhaps the nature 
of those momentous 
events that have given the 
year the appearance of 
having passed so rapidly 
by.

We would like to take 
this opportunity to thank 
our loyal readers and sup-
porters, particularly our 
advertisers and contrib-
utors, without whom we 
simply would not exist.

As your community 
newspaper, we are here to 
showcase the great work 
that goes on in Bishop 
Auckland and we look 
forward to all the exciting 
new developments in the 
coming year. 

We would like to wish 
you all a very merry 
Christmas and a happy, 
peaceful and prosperous 
New Year.

BISHOP PRESS 
WILL BE BACK IN 
THE NEW YEAR
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SEND US YOUR STORIES

If you have a story you 
would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
We are especially 
interested in good

news, be it personal 
achievements, local 

fundraising, community 
service or any other 

positive stories. Call us on 
01388 775896 or email 

bishop@swd.news

DISCLAIMER

Bishop Press cannot be
held responsible for 
advertisers offering
goods or services. 

As a general rule we would
advise anyone not to 
part with any money

until an order has been 
completed to your

full satisfaction. 
All information is correct,

to the best of our 
knowledge, at the time of

printing. 
Bishop Press  

accepts articles in
good faith and takes 
no responsibility for

errors and/or omissions.

You can read our 
sister papers online:
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JK’s Plastics & Roofing
All types of Roofing, Slating, 

Tiling, Flat Roofing, 
Dry Verge Systems

Guttering Renewed & 
Replaced, uPVC Fascias, 

Soffits & Cladding 
(Wood or Plastic)

Fibreglass Flat Roofing
“We will beat any genuine 

written quote”
Contact Kevin:
01388 600187
07919 178 979

Alan Pearson
Joiner & General DIY

Tel Alan: 776250Tel Tony: 776156

We would just like to thank all our clients 

over the last 8 years for their custom  

and wish you all 

a very Merry Christmas & Happy New Year

Tony Pearson
Gardening & Painting

For their interpretation 
of the French classic, 
The LADDER Centre girls’ 
group at Ferryhill chose 
specific characters from 
the painting and recreated 
them using modern props, 
costumes and masks.  

They then took a photo-
graph of the reimagined 
characters, offering both 
a humorous and sinister 
view of decadence and 
excess in contemporary 
life. 

LADDER Centre mem-
ber, Kelsey Smith, said: 
“It was a lot of fun getting 
to dress up and take on 
the parts of the people in 
the painting.  Seeing The 
Triumph of Pan was our 
first time in an art gallery, 
and we really enjoyed it.  It 
wasn’t what we expected 
at all.”

The Year 10 photography 
students from St John’s 
Catholic Academy took a 
more thematic approach 
to the masterpiece, focus-
sing on Poussin’s projec-
tion of identity and decep-
tion and translating it into 
how they perceive people 

to wear a metaphorical 
mask in the modern day.  
The students then com-
bined their individual pho-
tographs to create a life 
size figure of Pan himself. 

St John’s student, Harry 
Walker, said: “It was really 
exciting to be involved in 
this project and I gained 
a lot of confidence and 
a sense of achievement 
working with other people.  

“It’s really good to have 
our work displayed out-
side of the school and 
know that the public can 
see it.” 

The new interpretations 
will be on display at Auck-
land Tower until Sunday, 
5th January.  

During the same period, 
Poussin’s original is being 
exhibited in the Bishop 
Trevor Gallery at Auck-
land Castle as part of The 
National Gallery Master-
piece Tour 2019, spon-
sored by Christie’s and 
is shown alongside three 
preparatory drawings by 
Poussin, lent by Her Maj-
esty The Queen from the 
Royal Collection. 

YOUNG PEOPLE in Bishop 
Auckland and Ferryhill 
are creating their own 
response to a 17th cen-
tury masterpiece as part 
of an innovative project 
exploring contemporary 
culture.

Taking inspiration from 
Nicholas Poussin’s paint-
ing, The Triumph of Pan, 
representatives from St 
John’s Catholic Academy, 
Bishop Auckland and The 
LADDER Centre, Ferryhill 
have created two photo-
graphic artworks tackling 
the issues of excess and 
identity in modern society. 

Developed in partner-
ship with The Auckland 
Project regeneration 
charity and photographer, 
Louise Taylor as part of 
the National Gallery Mas-
terpiece Tour 2019, the 
students’ work is now on 
display at Auckland Tower 
visitor centre in Bishop 
Auckland Market Place. 

This coincides with an 
exhibition of Poussin’s 

1636 original, on loan 
from the National Gallery, 
in the Bishop Trevor Gal-
lery at nearby Auckland 
Castle.

Jilly Johnston, Learn-
ing Officer at The Auck-
land Project, who led the 
initiative said: “The idea 
behind this project was 
to encourage more young 
people to engage with art, 
as well as providing a plat-
form for participants to 
showcase their own cre-
ativity and discuss some 
of the issues that matter 
to them. 

“The result has been two 
impactful artworks, which 
demonstrate a real con-
nection to The Triumph 
of Pan and show how its 
emotive themes still reso-
nate more than 380 years 
after Poussin painted it.”

The Triumph of Pan 
shows a group of nymphs 
and satyrs revelling before 
a statue of Pan, the god of 
woods and fields, as they 
take part in a celebration 
of Bacchus, the Roman 
god of wine, fertility and 
theatre.

STUDENTS RESPOND TO MASTERPIECE
Students from St John’s Catholic Academy and Ferryhill LADDER Centre with their interpretations of Poussin’s The Triumph of Pan.

BREWARDBREWARD  
roofing contractors
New Roofs  |  Flat Roofs  |  Tiling  

Slating  |  Fibreglass Roofs 
Lead Work  |  Repairs  |  Chimneys 

Storm Damage
FINANCE AVAILABLE 

01388 661308 | 07967 018998

Phone Justin for a  
FREE ESTIMATE
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A. FrAncis
Roofing & Building

From a single slate to a new roof
Gutters cleaned and inspected

Chimney repairs

No job too small
Tel: 01388 833853

Mob: 07811 848228
Established 1987

Repointing to brickwork

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

GUTTER 
CLEANING

Gutters & Downpipes Cleaned
No Ladders Used

Soffits, fascias & 
conservatories cleaned

Gutters repaired and/or renewed

07519 376870
(local)

FERGUSON
TILING

BESPOKE TILING
Bathrooms | Kitchens

Conservatories | Wet Room
Ceramics | Porcelain

Over 15 years’ experience
Tel Waine on

07468 558 285

models of the famous 
paintings of  Jacob and 
His Twelve Sons by the 
Spanish artist, Francisco 
de Zurbarán. 

All of the Zurbaráns will 
be starring as characters 
from the Christmas story. 

Joseph, who was the 
governor of Syria, is star-
ring as Quirinius, the gov-
ernor of Egypt who car-
ried out the census which 
set Joseph and Mary off 
on their journey from Naz-
areth to Bethlehem. 

The window was 
unveiled by Bob and Stefa 
McManners who have a 
close association both 
with St Joseph’s school 
and the Zurbarán paint-
ings.

Mrs Sue Snowdon, 
Lord-Lieutenant of 
County Durham opened 
the second window, at 
Bondgate Galleries, on 
Monday 2nd December, 
which featured a model 
made by Cockton Hill 
Primary school of Levi 
starring as Zechariah, the 
High Priest and father of 
St John the Baptist the 
cousin of Jesus. 

Mrs Snowdon said: “This 
is a rather special project 
which gives children a 
real understanding of the 
importance of Advent, a 
wonderful time when we 
prepare for the Nativity of 
Jesus at Christmas. 

“Today really was a 
celebration and I was 
delighted that I could be 
part of it.”

On Christmas Eve all the 
models will be collected 
and paraded through the 
streets during The Great 
Alternativity Advent Win-
dows Christmas Eve 
Parade.

The event starts at 
10:30am at the Stan 
Laurel statue in Princes 
Street and ends at St 
Peter’s Chapel in Auck-
land Castle where the 
alterNATIVITY scene will 
be assembled and the 
final model of Jesus and 
the crib will be unveiled 
by the Bishop of Durham, 
Paul Butler. 

The alterNATIVITY 
scene will be on view over 
the holiday period until 
January 5th. [See page 5 
for more information.]

BISHOP AUCKLAND’S 
giant advent calendar, 
organised by Bishop 
Auckland Town Team, has 
started to open up once 
more in the town. 

The first window was 
revealed at the Auckland 
Tower during the Town 
Council’s Christmas 
lights switch on event on 
November 29th. 

A highly colourful model 
of Joseph, the son of 
Jacob was made, appro-
priately, by St Joseph’s 
RCVA Primary School in 
Coundon.  

Pupils at the school said: 
“When we first heard we 
were making Joseph for 
the Nativity, we thought 
it was our St Joseph, but 
this is another Joseph, 
one of the sons of Jacob. 

“We really enjoyed learn-
ing about this Joseph and 
despite our sticky hands, 
we enjoyed making the 
figure with Laura.”  

Laura Brenchley, the 
project artist, has been 
leading workshops with 
schools and community 
groups.

This is the first of 13 

GIANT ADVENT CALENDAR OPENS UP
Angela Davison, Deputy Head of St Joseph’s School, Coundon with Stefa and Bob McManners along 
with school children Elize Barnes and Callum and Lily Nellis after the unveiling of Joseph. YOUNG BISHOP Auck-

land boxer, Jonas Railton, 
who boxes out of Bishop 
Auckland Amatuer Boxing 
Club, has capped a hugely 
successful year by being 
named ‘Most Promising 
New Talent’ at the prestig-
ious Northern Echo Local 
Hero Awards.

Proud mam, Becky said:  
“We attended the Sports 
Awards at Wynyard Hall 
and Jonas was crowned 
the winner. 

“We cannot put into 
words how proud we are 
as parents. We didn’t 
imagine for a second he 
would win as there are 
many great talents out 
there in the North East.

“This year alone Jonas 
has had great success 

JONAS IS A LOCAL HERO

Jonas Railton has ended a sensational year by being named ‘Most 
Promising New Talent’ at the Northern Echo Local Hero Awards.

and we hope that follows 
going into to 2020.

“This year so far, he has 
boxed for his region, the 
Tyne Tees and Wear Box-
ing Association.  

“He became the Tyne 
Tees and Wear U36kg 
champion. 

“He then went on to 
become England Boxing 
U36kg National Cham-
pion. 

“And most recently, he 
won Wexford Box Cup in 
Ireland. 

“So to then end the year 
winning the Northern 
Echo Local Hero Award 
for Most Promising New 
Talent is just the cherry on 
top of his fantastic year 
and hopefully his success 
will continue.”

BISHOP AUCKLAND 
Fellowship of Christian 
Churches is inviting sin-
gle people or couples who 
have no one to share the 
celebration with to lunch 
at 12 noon on Christmas 
Day at Bishop Auckland 
Methodist Church on 
Cockton Hill Road. 

“If you know of anyone 
in our community who will 
be lonely on Christmas 

CHRISTMAS LUNCH INVITATION
Day please talk to them 
and encourage them to 
come,” said a spokesper-
son. “Don’t be on your 
own, come join with us 
for a lovely home cooked 
meal. Christmas is for 
sharing with others and 
all are welcome.”

For further information 
and to book, call Audrey 
Dinning on 01388 607907 
as early as possible.
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WWIISSHHIINNGG  YYOOUU  AA  
SSAAFFEE  AANNDD  HHAAPPPPYY  

CCHHRRIISSTTMMAASS

To request a Free Safe and Wellbeing Visit call us on 0345 
2234221, email us at csenquiries@ddfire.gov.uk .
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I AM honoured to serve 
as Mayor of Bishop Auck-
land. It is a real privilege 
to represent our town and 
having the opportunity to 
meet so many wonder-
ful local residents, busi-
nesses, community and 
voluntary groups.  

Our town is currently 
benefiting from signifi-
cant public and private 
investment and the 
opening of major visitor 
attractions such as the 
Mining Art Gallery, Auck-
land Tower and Auckland 
Castle.  

As a result, Bishop Auck-
land is rapidly becoming a 
must visit destination in 
the North East.  

It’s pleasing to see that 
these exciting new devel-
opments, along with a 
projected increase in vis-
itor numbers, are attract-
ing new independent busi-

A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 
FROM THE MAYOR

Mayor of Bishop Auckland, Cllr Joy Allen.

nesses to our high street.
However, particularly at 

this time of year, we must 
not forget individuals and 
families who are strug-
gling or have challenges 
of their own. 

That is why I am donat-
ing my town council 
allowance to Woodhouse 
Community Crisis Centre 
and Foodbank and nomi-
nated The Angel Trust as 
my chosen charity.  

I would like to thank 
everyone for their support 
throughout the year and 
I hope that you will con-
tinue to give generously 
and support these special 
local charities who are 
providing valuable help to 
so many deserving people.

On behalf of Bishop 
Auckland Town Council, I 
would like to wish every-
one a Happy Christmas 
and a healthy New Year.

ST CUTHBERT’S Church 
in High Etherley will host 
the Andreas Ensemble  on 
Saturday, 21st December 
at 7pm, who will entertain 
visitors by singing all your 
favourite carols.

Tickets for the concert 
are £5, which includes 
seasonal refreshments.

Tickets are available 
from Brotherton’s Music 
Shop or by calling Brian 
Varley on 01388 606075 
or by paying on the door.

Proceeds will be shared 
between Marie Curie and 
church funds.

ANDREAS ENSEMBLE CONCERT

response and also man-
aged to raise almost £200 
via our Paddington prize 
draw. Congratulations to 
Harrison in reception who 
won. 

“Mrs Jane Armstrong 

from Woodhouse Close 
Church met the chap-
laincy team to collect all 
of the toys that will now 
be distributed to children 
in need in our local com-
munity.”

ST ANNE’S Primary 
School would like to thank 
everyone for their gen-
erous donations to their 
Christmas toy appeal.  

A spokesperson said: 
“We had an amazing 

ST ANNE’S RAISE FUNDS FOR TOYS
Pupils at St Anne’s hand over the toys to Jane Armstrong from Woodhouse Close Church. 

TO LET

TEL: 07725 310 971

2 bed flats
Cockton Hill area 

3 bed flat
St Helen’s

All in good order 
from £75 pw
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meiklesmeikles
solicitorssolicitors
FAMILY  CHILDREN  WILLS 

 PROBATE  LPAs  LITIGATION
MENTAL  HEALTH

EMPLOYMENT  
CONVEYANCING

CRIMINAL 
YOUR LOCAL 

LEGAL EXPERTS
01388 451 122

Engine Diagnostics, EML, ABS AIRBAG etc, Free Battery Testing, 
Air Conditioning Service Centre, Starter Motor, Alterations, 

Supplied, Fitted & Repaired,
Key Coding, ECY Coding

HILLCREST
AUTOELECTRICS
Seymour  Street,  Bishop  Auckland,  DL14  6JD

Engine 
Diagnostics, EML, 
ABS AIRBAG etc

Free Battery 
Testing

Air Conditioning 
Service Centre

Starter Motor Alternators
Supplied, Fitted 

& Repaired

Key Coding, 
ECU Coding

Tel:  01388  604717

FREE  
Air Con 
Testing!

Pass + 
Driving School
29 years experience

High Pass RAte
** Special Offer **

4 lessons only £40

Call Ian on
07989 802481

the centre for his forever 
home with Mr Johns.

Mr Johns was joined 
by, DC Sarah Rooney, PC 
Matt Stasiak, investigat-
ing officer Louise Coglan 
and DS Clare Lambert, 
who are all part of winter 
nights team, within South 
Durham CID.

With the help of PCSO 
Beth Maddox, officers 
also gifted Mr Johns with 
some goodies including 
a dog bed, toys and food, 
that were donated by the 
Pets at Home store in 
Bishop Auckland.

Mr Johns, of Spenn-
ymoor, said he wanted 
to say a massive thank 
you to everyone who had 
made the adoption hap-
pen and was delighted 
with his new pet.

He said: “I have always 
been a dog lover but it’s 
been over two years since 
my last dog passed away 
and I was saving up for 
a new one when the bur-
glary happened.

“I didn’t think I’d be able 
to afford one now so this 
has been a great surprise.

“I’m retired so it will be 
great to have some com-
pany again and I will take 
good care of Tex.”

DC Rooney said the 
team has worked hard 
on the case, which is cur-

rently going through the 
court process, and were 
delighted that the charity 
and Pets at Home had 
agreed to help Mr Johns’ 
wishes come true.

She said: “Thomas had 
been saving £5 to £10 
every week so he could 
come here and get a new 
dog but when he was the 
victim of crime all of the 
money was taken which 
was devastating, so it has 
been lovely to bring him 
here and be able to make 
that wish happen.

“Being the victim of 
crime can have a lasting 
impact so we hope Tex 
can help Mr Johns work 
through it and bring him 
some happiness.

“This is definitely one of 
the most rewarding parts 
of the job for us, espe-
cially at Christmas time.”

Stray Aid founder and 
director, Sue Bielby, 
added: “We understand 
how much love and com-
panionship a dog can 
bring and we cannot bear 
the thought of what’s hap-
pened to Mr Johns so it’s 
been great to gift him Tex.”

The charity relies heav-
ily on donations. Anyone 
wishing to donate or find 
out more about giving a 
dog a home should visit 
www.strayaid.org.uk.

AN ELDERLY man who 
saved for months to buy 
a dog only to have his sav-
ings stolen, has had his 
Christmas wishes come 
true.

Thomas Johns had been 
saving for a new dog fol-
lowing the death of his 
last canine companion, 
Patch, who died in 2017 
aged 16.

The 72-year-old dog-
lover was looking forward 
to having some company 
with a new pet but was 
devastated when his hard-
earned cash was stolen in 
a series of thefts.

However, officers in 
Bishop Auckland were so 
moved by Mr Johns that 
they decided to make 
some additional enquiries 
with the Stray Aid charity, 
and staff agreed to allow 
Mr Johns to adopt one of 
their dogs free of charge.

The retired factory 
worker said he was 
shocked and delighted 
when he was taken to the 
Coxhoe-based charity 
yesterday (December 9) to 
pick out his new compan-
ion which was a surprise.

And it was puppy love 
when he met five-year-old 
terrier cross, Tex, during 
the visit.

The pair had an instant 
bond, with Tex leaving 

STRAY AID COME TO THE RESCUE
Thomas Johns and his new pet, Tex, with members of South Duram CID and Stray Aid.

MONDAY 2ND December 
was an extra special day 
for governors, staff and 
pupils both past and pres-
ent at Copeland Road Pri-
mary School as they cel-
ebrated its 90th birthday 

COPELAND ROAD PRIMARY 
CELEBRATES 90TH BIRTHDAY 

Joan Howard (Lollipop lady for nearly 40 years) and Jean 
Robinson (long serving staff member and Governor for nearly 40 
years) celebrate the school’s 90th birthday.

with cake, balloons and 
the school choir. 

“Everyone had a fantas-
tic afternoon,” said Head-
teacher, Mrs Kidd, “remi-
niscing about their time at 
Copeland Road.”

THE FAMILY Contact 
Centre, based at the Four 
Clocks, was delighted 
to receive a donation 
recently from the Co-op 
Community Fund, from 
monies raised through 
their community pro-
gramme, to the tune of  

CO-OP DONATES TO CENTRE

The Co-op Community Fund made the significant donation to the 
Family Contact Centre, based at the Four Clocks Centre.

£3,145.15.
The centre enables 

estranged parents and 
grandparents to meet 
up with children twice 
a month on a Saturday 
morning for two hours, in 
a safe and secure environ-
ment.
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IN TROUBLE WITH THE LAW?

Tel: 01388 606660

Crime and Road Traffic Offences • Matrimonial 
Family • Children • General Litigation

Personal Injury Claims • Conveyancing 
Business Leases • Wills & Probate

www.cwbooth.co.uk

BISHOP AUCKLAND Table 
Tennis Club’s Matthew 
Davidson had a sensa-
tional competition at the 
2019 FIR Racketlon World 
Championships in Leipzig.  

He was part of the Great 
Britain U16s side who 
once again won the U16s 
World Team champion-
ships, before securing a 
silver medal in the Boys 
U18s event and a second 
gold medal as a member 
of the Great Britain 2nd 
team, which won the sec-
ond tier Nations Cup, con-
firming their status as the 
best second team in the 
world.  

In the U16s event, Matt 
and the GB U16s were 
thoroughly dominant.  

From their opening 
match against Germany 
to the final against the 
second seeds Czech 
Republic, the top seeded 
GB U16s were unstoppa-
ble.  

Racketlon features 
players competing in 
table tennis, badminton, 
squash and tennis with all 
four sports played to 21 
points (or 11 in the team 
events) and the winner 
being the player (or team) 
with the highest points 
total.  Matthew and the GB 
U16s were so dominant 
they won all three of their 
matches before the tennis 
set had to be played.  This 
was a sensational perfor-

MATT IS A WORLD CHAMPION
Matt (centre, left) on the podium with playing partner Luke Griffiths.

mance from Matthew and 
the team.  Great Britain 
have won this event every 
year since 2014, and Mat-
thew and the U16s dealt 
with the pressure of his-
tory and delivered another 
World title.  

In the U18 Singles, Matt 
raced to the final, defeat-
ing the second seed 
David Ersil from the Czech 
Republic in the quarter-fi-
nals and fourth seed, 
compatriot Ross Wilson in 
the semi-finals.  

Unfortunately for Matt 
he faced an inspired 
Swiss opponent, Yannic 
Andrey, in the final and he 
was unable to overcome 
the Swiss on the tennis 
court, still leaving with a 
hard fought for and well 
earned silver medal.  

Finally, in the Nations 
Cup, Matthew played a 
vital role as the Great Brit-
ain 2nd team emerged 
victorious from the group 
stage, registering wins 
over Austria 2 and Swit-
zerland 2 to top Group 
A.  This set up a final 
against the winners of 
Group B, which was the 
Great Britain 3rd team.  
Unfortunately for lovers of 
sporting underdogs, there 
was to be no upset, the 
second team cruised past 
the challenge of the third 
team, with Matt playing in 
the pivotal second men’s 
singles role.
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munity Centre, Bishop 
Auckland Table Tennis 
Club, Cultivate 4 Life, St 
Mary’s Junior Football 
Club, West Auckland 
Memorial Hall, Selby 
Close Social Club and 
Woodhouse Close Church 
and Community Centre.”

Alan Anderson added: 
“The small grants pro-
jects fund can be used 
to pilot new things, buy 
equipment or run special 
events.  

“The partnership will 
support eligible projects 
with grants between £300 
and £3,000 for those 
that meet the objectives 
and priorities in the Big 
Local Plan and who are 
located in Cockton Hill, 
Henknowle, Woodhouse 
Close, Tindale Crescent, 
St Helen Auckland and 
West Auckland.”

County Durham Com-
munity Foundation has 
teamed up with the part-
nership again providing 
matched funding and 

support to manage the 
grant awarding process.

Margaret Vaughan, 
Chief Operating Officer, 
County Durham Commu-
nity Foundation said: “The 
Foundation is delighted 
to continue its support 
of the Gaunless Gateway 
small grants scheme.

“The scheme provides 
much needed funding to 
small local groups whose 
activities make such a 
positive difference in their 
local communities.”

This round of funding 
is still open, however 
the closing date is Tues-
day 31st December with 
applications to receive a 
decision in mid-February 
2020.

To check if you are eligi-
ble to apply, contact Bar-
bara Slasor, Community 
Engagement Officer on 
01388 776688, by email  
at barbaras@gaunless 
gateway.co.uk or visit the 
website at www.gaunless 
gateway.co.uk.

COMMUNITY GROUPS 
across South West 
Bishop Auckland are 
being invited to apply for 
up to £3,000 to help kick 
start small projects. 

Funding is available for 
groups and organisations 
that will make a positive 
and lasting impact in 
the community by either 
improving health and 
wellbeing, increasing 
enterprise and training 
opportunities, offering 
more things for people 
of all ages to take part in, 
making people feel safer 
or creating more for chil-
dren and young people to 
do.

Lee Brownson, Chair of 
the Gaunless Gateway Big 
Local Partnership, said: 
“Over the last few years a 
total of £111,451 has been 
awarded to 41 different 
organisations providing 
55 project activities. 

“Groups who have ben-
efitted so far include 
Auckland Youth and Com-

GAUNLESS GATEWAY GRANTS OPEN
Colin Dixon, Kelly Rutherford, Christine Wilson, Alan Anderson and Lee Brownson (Chair) are some 
of the Gaunless Gateway Partnership’s decision makers. 

 Cockton Hill WMC

Tel: 01388 605136

Our large Function Room is
FREE AND AVAILABLE FOR 

Christenings, Birthdays, Funerals and Weddings 
Also for a small charge, the room can be adapted to suit your 
special occasions using pink, blue gold or silver drapes
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missing his birdie putt on 
the 18th to win.

Anchorman Stephen 
Ridley walked down the 
18th all square with the 
match tied at 2-2. 

After Ely’s James 
McLaughin missed the 
18th green, he chipped his 
3rd shot to 12 foot. 

Stephen’s 15 foot birdie 
putt lipped the hole and 
was conceded. 

Under intense pressure, 
McLaughlin holed his par 
putt to force the game to 
extra holes. 

Unfortunately for 
Bishop, after halving the 
19th, Ely City won the tie 
on the 20th hole. 

After such a massive 
disappointment, the team 
picked themselves up to 
face Fingle Glen Golf Club 
in the third place playoff 
the following day. 

After Stephen Ridley and 
Adam Peart narrowly lost 
their games, Niall Benni-
son halved his match and 
with two wins from Chris 

Thompson and Graham 
Milne, the teams were tied 
2.5 v 2.5 for the second 
day in a row. 

Anchorman, Graham 
Milne won the game on 
20th hole, much to the 
enjoyment of the travel-
ling supporters, securing 
third place for Bishop. 

Team Manager Mark 
Walker said: “It has been 
a great run and the week 
in Spain was very intense 
and emotional, but a fan-
tastic experience. 

“The players were pro-
fessional from start to 
finish and certainly made 
the club’s members, their 
families and themselves 
very proud.

“After celebrating our 
125th year as a golf club, 
it has certainly been a 
memorable season after 
winning Teesside Union 
Division 1, The Dixon Cup 
(Champion of Champi-
ons) and finishing third in 
a national competition, so 
well done to all involved.”

AFTER STARTING the 
Annodata Matchplay 
National competition 
campaign back in March 
at Tyneside in the prelim-
inary round, Bishop Auck-
land Golf Club travelled 
to Montecastillo Golf 
Resort in  Cádiz, Spain 
last month for the Grand 
Finals after winning their 
Quarter Final on extra 
holes against Collingtree 
Golf Club. 

On Wednesday, 20th 
November, Bishop faced 
Ely City Golf Club in the 
Semi Final. 

Graham Milne led the 
team from the front and 
after a very tight match 
he finished his game all 
square. 

Carl Johnson followed 
and won his match very 
comfortably with Adam 
Peart losing his match 
and the opposition level-
ling the tie at 1.5 v 1.5. 

Playing number four, 
Niall Bennison halved 
his match after narrowly 

GOLFERS MISS OUT ON SPANISH SUCCESS

Michael Price, Ian Simpson, Alan Bailey (Club Chairman) Niall Bennison, Stephen Ridley, Mark 
Walker (Team Manager) Graham Milne, Chris Thompson, Carl Johnson, Adam Peart, Nigel Dodd, 
Andy Peart, Jackie Price (Lady Captain) and Mike Dodd. IT HAS been another 

great weekend of football 
at Bishop Auckland St 
Mary’s Juniors FC, which 
also included the club’s 
fantastic Christmas 
draw with the 1st prize of 
£1,000 being won by one 
of the BAFC players’ rela-
tions.

Along with forty other 
prizes, the draw raised a 
tremendous amount of 
money for the teams, for 
which the club wished 
to  thank everyone who 
bought tickets.

The winners are all 
listed on the BAFC Face-
book page.

Meanwhile, 14 games 
went ahead last weekend.

The U7 Kings had a tre-
mendous game against 
Leven at home on the 3G.

The U8 Kings have now 
gone unbeaten up to the 
Christmas break with a 
win against Hartlepool. 
Tom Clarkson (2), Jack 
Sparke and Matty Rich-
ardson got the goals.

The U9s was a great 
derby match with the 
Kings coming out on top 
with goals from Jack Lid-

ST MARY’S ROUND UP
Over forty prizes were donated for the Christmas draw.

dle, Edward Machan and 
Layton Wymer.

The U10 Aces had a fan-
tastic win away at Leven 
with goals from Isaac 
Towers , Harley Whittaker, 
Jacob Carherall and Alex 
Simpson (2).

The U11 Aces had a 
close game away at 
Skelton with Luca McMa-
hon scoring.

The U12 Aces played an 
excellent Hartlepool team 
but managed to score 3 
goals from Bradley Currie 
(2) and Sam White.

The U13 had a great 1-0 
win away at Martin with 
Clark Taylor scoring and 
Lucas Humble starring.

The U14 also had a tre-
mendous 1-0 win against 
Stockton Town with 
Lucas Goddard scoring 
and Finlay Hall starring.

The U15 Kings lost out 
to Tibs with Evon Domville 
scoring for St Mary’s.

The U16s also lost out 
1-0 against Cleveland 
Juniors.

The U18s enjoyed a 
great 2-0 win away at 
Horden in the Durham FA 
County League. 


