
Issue No 275 At the heart of our wonderful community Saturday 30th November 2019

Published at: 3-4 First Floor Offices, Shildon Town Council, Civic Hall Square, Shildon DL4 1AH  
• Editorial: 01388 775896 • Advertising: 07909 992731 • Email: bishop@swd.news • Online: www.swd.news/bishop • 

You can read all our sister papers online at www.swd.news: Spennymoor News • Ferryhill & Chilton Chapter • Shildon & District Town Crier

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5

“GYPSY BONO’S” CHRISTMAS APPEAL
Self dubbed ‘the Gypsy Bono’, Watson Harrop fills his trolley with donations to give back to Tesco Community Champion, John Bailey.  

WITTON PARK Method-
ist Church is holding its 
Christmas Fayre in the Vil-
lage Hall at 2pm on Satur-
day November 30th.

There will be stalls and 
a raffle, as well as the 
usual entertainment by 
Escombe School Choir.

Admission is £1.50 
which includes tea and 
biscuits. 

The following weekend 
there will be a Christmas 
Tree Festival at the chapel. 

The festival will open 
with a service on Friday 
evening, 6th December at 
7pm and will also open for 
viewing on Saturday from 
1pm-5pm and Sunday 
from 2pm until 5pm.

All proceeds from the 
festival will be donated 
to the Angel Trust, a local 
charity which aims to give 
a helping hand to people 
who find themselves in 
need of support.

For more information 
about the activities, call 
01388 604140. For more 
on the Angel Trust, visit 
angletrust.co.uk.

WITTON PARK 
CHRISTMAS 
FAYRE

A BISHOP Auckland man 
whose Christmas appeal 
went viral worldwide in 
2018 has launched the 
project once again this 
festive season.

Last year, 31-year-old 
Watson Harrop visited 
West Auckland’s Tesco 
store, where he filled a 
trolley with groceries and 
toys and handed it all 

back to the store’s Food 
Bank Collection Point. 

After sharing a video of 
his kind gesture online, 
in which he urged peo-
ple to donate and then 
nominate a friend to do 
the same, thousands of 
people were inspired to 
take part, resulting in 29 
tonnes of food - 45,000 
meals - being donated 

to the local Tesco store 
alone.

Self dubbed ‘the Gypsy 
Bono’ because he wants 
to feed the world, Watson 
said: “I couldn’t get over 
it. It went worldwide. I 
nominated friends, some I 
have through harness rac-
ing, and they nominated 
friends, family and part-
ners and it just spread.

“I know it reached Can-
ada, the USA, Sweden and 
France - all just people 
who wanted to help.

“Some food banks ran 
out of space to store what 
we donated but there is 
a need for it. So many 
people need the help and 
I just wanted to help peo-
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SEND US YOUR STORIES

If you have a story you 
would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
We are especially 
interested in good

news, be it personal 
achievements, local 

fundraising, community 
service or any other 

positive stories. Call us on 
01388 775896 or email 

bishop@swd.news
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A. FrAncis
Roofing & Building

From a single slate to a new roof
Gutters cleaned and inspected

Chimney repairs

No job too small
Tel: 01388 833853

Mob: 07811 848228
Established 1987

Repointing to brickwork

Engine Diagnostics, EML, ABS AIRBAG etc, Free Battery Testing, 
Air Conditioning Service Centre, Starter Motor, Alterations, 

Supplied, Fitted & Repaired,
Key Coding, ECY Coding

HILLCREST
AUTOELECTRICS
Seymour  Street,  Bishop  Auckland,  DL14  6JD

Engine 
Diagnostics, EML, 
ABS AIRBAG etc

Free Battery 
Testing

Air Conditioning 
Service Centre

Starter Motor Alternators
Supplied, Fitted 

& Repaired

Key Coding, 
ECU Coding

Tel:  01388  604717

FREE  
Air Con 
Testing!

help in their fight against 
lung disease.

A spokesperson said: 
“Breathe Easy Durham 
Dales is a support group 
of the British Lung Foun-
dation and we are here for 
people with a lung condi-
tion, for information, sup-
port and friendship. 

“Relations, friends and 
carers are all welcome.”

The group meets in 
the Methodist Church 
Hall Cockton Hill Road in 
Bishop Auckland on the 
first Thursday of each 
month at 2pm.

The group enjoys many 
social events such as 
lunches out, quiz and 
supper nights, shopper 
day trips and days at the 
races.

BREATHE EASY Durham 
Dales support group 
organised a concert in 
Bishop Auckland Method-
ist Church on Friday, 15th 
November to mark the 
British Lung Foundation’s  
World COPD Awareness 
Day.

Sound Waves Commu-
nity Choir, led by MD Steve 
McGarvie, entertained an 

audience of 160 people 
to an exciting programme 
of pop, rock and standard 
music arrangements and 
they were rewarded with a 
standing ovation.

A grand sum of £800 
was raised with the pro-
ceeds being donated to 
support the British Lung 
Foundation and local res-
piratory nursing groups to 

CONCERT SUPPORTS LUNG CHARITY
The concert for Breathe Easy Durham Dales by Sound Waves Community Choir at Bishop Auckland Methodist Church raised £800.

the world, including 
Spain, Finland, France, 
Germany, Austria and 
the Czech Republic. 

Many also have part-
ner schools in countries 
such as Kenya and Sri 
Lanka and collaborate 
on projects focusing on 
a range of issues. 

Pupils also enjoy regu-
lar chats on Skype, while 
teachers have taken part 
in exchanges to learn 
about different teaching 
methods.

Brian Stobie, interna-
tional officer at Durham 
County Council, said: 
“It’s so important chil-
dren learn about differ-
ent countries and have 
the skills and awareness 
they need for a career in 
a global workplace. 

“It’s wonderful to see 
how committed County 
Durham schools are to 
achieving this and to pro-
viding opportunities for 
children to forge interna-
tional friendships.”

SCHOOLS THAT go the 
extra mile to encourage 
pupils to be global cit-
izens with respect for 
different cultures have 
been celebrated.

Twelve schools from 
across County Durham, 
including Escomb Pri-
mary School in Bishop 
Auckland, were hon-
oured at Durham Town 
Hall as part of the Inter-
national School Awards. 

This is a British Coun-
cil scheme that recog-

nises schools that have 
demonstrated their 
commitment to rais-
ing awareness of other 
countries, traditions and 
languages.

County Durham has 
one of the highest levels 
of engagement in the 
scheme in England.

At the ceremony, 
organised by Durham 
County Council, attend-
ees heard how schools 
host pupil exchanges 
with countries all over 

ESCOMB PRIMARY HONOURED FOR 
INTERNATIONAL APPROACH TO LEARNING

Pass + 
Driving School
29 years experience

High Pass RAte
** Special Offer **

4 lessons only £40

Call Ian on
07989 802481
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THE RIVER Wear’s excit-
ing past will be mapped 
out in an archivist led his-
tory talk. 

Wonders of the River 
Wear will focus on two 
very different but fasci-
nating aspects of the river 
in the late Georgian and 
early Victorian period.

Gill Parkes, archivist at 
Durham County Record 
Office, said: “We will start 
by celebrating the 200th 
anniversary of seven 
stunning River Wear maps 
produced by the surveyor 
Francis Giles (1787-1847), 
working under the direc-
tion of famous civil engi-
neer John Rennie.”

Attendees will be able 
to find out why the maps 
were made, admire the 
colours and cartographic 
detail, and discover why 
they have been forgotten 
for so long.

Secondly, the talk will 
explore a natural phe-
nomenon that drew huge 

REDISCOVER THE RIVER WEAR 
THROUGH HISTORIC MAPS

River Wear maps drawn up by Francis Giles in 1819. (DCRO 
Reference: D/XP 66)

crowds to Durham’s 
Framwellgate Bridge each 
evening in the summer of 
1845. 

Gill added: “People 
came to watch a specta-
cle not far removed from 
the Lumiere experience 
now enjoyed more than 
170 years later.”

The talk, originally given 
this week as part of the 
record office’s Third 
Thursday Talk series, will 
be repeated on Thurs-
day 5th December from 
6.30pm to 8pm at Durham 
County Record Office. 

This is a free event, but 
places must be booked 
in advance. Visit https:// 
recordofficeshop.durham. 
gov.uk to book.

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

meiklesmeikles
solicitorssolicitors
FAMILY  CHILDREN  WILLS 

 PROBATE  LPAs  LITIGATION
MENTAL  HEALTH

EMPLOYMENT  
CONVEYANCING

CRIMINAL 
YOUR LOCAL 

LEGAL EXPERTS
01388 451 122

GUTTER 
CLEANING

Gutters & Downpipes Cleaned

No Ladders Used
Soffits, fascias & conservatories 

cleaned
Gutters repaired and/or renewed

07519 376870
(local)

Petite Heat
Female Plumbing & 

Heating Services

Appliance Maintenance 
Servicing, Landlord Gas 

Safety Checks, Boiler 
Servicing & Repairs

Tel Nicola: 
01740 656331
07841 291779

petiteheat74@aol.com

IF Electrical & 
Security

Tel: Shaun Hope
07857 813 393
ifproducts07@gmail.com

Intruder Alarms - CCTV - Fire 
- Smoke Detection - Access 
Control - Security Lighting - 

Electrical Installation, NAPIT 
Approved

20 Years’  Experience, serving 
the Bishop Auckland area

R W LANDSCAPES
Grass cutting from £10
All  garden maintenance
Patios,  Drives,  Fencing

Power Cleaning
Tel Robert: 07841 395 743

Locally Based
rober twatson2018@gmail.com

To advertise in the Bishop 
Press and its sister papers:

T: (01388) 775 896
E: bishop@swd.news

In the afternoon, the 
main hall was prepared 
for a VE Day street party, 
complete with traditional 
afternoon tea. 

Students were joined by 
three local residents, Win-
ifred Lydon, Ann Lee and 
Colleen Marley, who were 
escorted by their care 
workers, Elaine Gardner 
and Sandra Baynham. 

As guests of honour, the 
ladies were treated to a 
lively performance of the 
Jitterbug which primary 
pupils had learned earlier 
in the day.

Students also heard 
the fascinating story of 
96-year-old Mrs Lydon, 
who was born in South 
Shields but moved to Lon-
don during the war to join 
the RAF. 

At just 18, her job was to 
release barrage balloons. 

Primary pupils were 
keen to ask her all about 
her experiences and hear 
first hand what it was 

really like to live through 
such difficult times.

Miss Whitaker said: 
“I organised this event 
because I wanted to 
give our young people 
the opportunity to really 
appreciate the tragedies 
of war and the resilience 
of the people who lived 
through it. 

“Winifred’s story is truly 
inspiring. I am so grateful 
to the ladies for agreeing 
to attend; they made the 
event very special and I 
am sure pupils will always 
remember it.”

Later, GCSE students at 
King James were treated 
to a quiet interview ses-
sion with Winifred and 
her friends. Year 10 His-
tory student, Iben Kirsopp 
said: “I really enjoyed the 
whole event and felt priv-
ileged to be able to hear 
Mrs Lydon’s amazing 
story. I was so impressed 
by her strength, courage 
and determination.”

KING JAMES I Academy 
recently brought World 
War II history to life in an 
intergenerational event 
involving senior citizens 
from the local commu-
nity, primary school pupils 
from Crook Primary and 
students in Years 8-13 
from the Academy.

The event was organ-
ised by Director of Learn-
ing for History, Leanne 
Whitaker, as part of the 
Academy’s extensive Out-
reach Programme. 

Over 50 primary school 
pupils visited the Acad-
emy to take part in a vari-
ety of themed activities.

Students learned the 
Jitterbug, made VE Day 
bunting, made WWII bis-
cuits according to an 
authentic wartime recipe 
and took part in an activ-
ity which put them in the 
position of an evacuee 
deciding which of their 
possessions they should 
pack for their trip.

STUDENTS HEAR WAR EXPERIENCES
Mrs Lydon, front centre with fellow local residents, Ann Lee and Colleen Marley.

NEW TO BISHOP

Clair’s Gluten Free Bakery
82 Newgate Street, Bishop Auckland 

(Next door to Boyes) Tel: 07484 875 617

Providing a vast selection of Gluten Free produce
Pastries | Cakes | Scones | Biscuits

Also Vegan / Vegetarian / Dairy Free /  
Bread / Cakes & Gateaus etc. made to order

Find us on Facebook
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IN TROUBLE WITH THE LAW?

Tel: 01388 606660

Crime and Road Traffic Offences • Matrimonial 
Family • Children • General Litigation

Personal Injury Claims • Conveyancing 
Business Leases • Wills & Probate

www.cwbooth.co.uk

ON SATURDAY 7th 
December, Dean Midas 
Maynard, Bishop Auck-
land FC Chairman, Steve 
Coulthard and Two Blues 
legend, David Bayles will 
walk from Hall Lane, the 
home of Willington AFC, 
to Heritage Park, the 
home of Bishop Auckland 
FC to raise money for 
Richard Tremewan. 

In February, Richard, 
who is chairman of Will-
ington AFC and a former 
chairman of Bishop Auck-
land FC, experienced a 
life-changing event when 
he suffered a stroke and a 
bleed on the brain.

In order to help further 
with his rehabilitation, 

monies raised from the 
walk will go towards pur-
chasing a MOTOmed bike 
for strengthening his core 
and to help build up move-
ment with his legs.

Richard was chairman at 
Bishop Auckland between 
2013 and 2016.

Organiser Dean May-
nard said: “Richard means 
so much to so many peo-
ple. 

“The football commu-
nity is coming together to 
help raise funds, for not 
only a dear friend, but a 
legend of a man.”

To donate visit the 
donations pages at www.
gofundme.com/f/helping 
-richard-willington-afc.

WALK ORGANISED FOR RICHARD

RESIDENTS ARE invited 
to fill St. Mary’s Church 
on Vart Road, Bishop 
Auckland on Friday, 6th 
December at 7.30pm and 
help support Mary Curie 
Nurses in providing end 
of life care to families 
in the Bishop Auckland 
area.

Celebrate the festive 
season by joining with 
The Andreas Ensemble, 

Bishop Auckland’s own 
Chamber Choir, in singing 
favourite  carols for this 
excellent cause.

Advance tickets, priced 
at £7.50, to include sea-
sonal interval refresh-
ments, are available from 
Brotherton’s Music Shop 
or by contacting Brian 
Varley on 01388 606075. 

Tickets may also be pur-
chased on the door.

CAROLS FOR MARIE CURIE

ENTER CIC, the highly 
acclaimed youth theatre 
company from Ferryhill, 
will be performing  their 
new production, Settle 
North, at Etherley Meth-
odist Church on Saturday, 
30th November.

The show brings to life 
with music and drama the 
lives of those people who 
have passed through the 
Spennymoor Settlement, 
including the inspirational 
work of William G Farrell, 
painters, Norman Cor-
nish, Tom McGuiness and 

Herbert Dees and to writ-
ers such as Sid Chaplin. 

A spokesperson said: 
“Anyone who saw the 
company’s performance 
Over the Wire last year will 
testify to the remarkable 
standards of an Enter.CIC 
production.”

Tickets are £12 each, 
with performances at 
2pm and 7pm and are 
available from Marie on 
01388 526692 or on the 
door. 

Car parking will be avail-
able and signposted.

ENTER CIC PLAY AT ETHERLEY

CCTV SURVEY
DRAIN UNBLOCKING & REPAIRS 

SEPTIC TANKS
ROOT & ENCRUSTATION 

REMOVAL 
MANHOLE INSPECTION & REPAIR

SKYVAC GUTTER CLEANING

07555 748 086 
07784 815 720

INFO@DRAINBUSTERSNE.CO.UK
WWW.DRAINBUSTERSNE.CO.UK

maximise donations.
Bishop Press readers 

can leave donations at the 
Early Years Centre inside 
The Eden Centre, Coun-
don; The Barbers Studio 
at 150 Newgate Street; 
Bar 17 at 17 Cockton Hill 
Road, or the Eden Arms at 
West Auckland before 5th 
December.

Gifts can be anything 
from a £1 selection box or 
a book, to a pair of PJs or a 
toy, but they must be new 
and must be unwrapped. 

Joe said: “I can’t change 
the world but I can change 

someone’s world, and I 
want you to as well.”

Joe has also organised 
an open mic night at 
Bishop Auckland’s Bar 17 
on 1st December.

Musicians are invited to 
go along to perform, and 
anyone who goes along 
to take part or watch the 
show is asked to bring 
with them a book, colour-
ing book or pair of PJs.

Like JD & The Woods-
men on Facebook to see 
Joe’s original appeal, 
along with a full list of 
drop-off points.

THE LEAD singer of one of 
the region’s most popular 
bands has helped to make 
a Christmas gift appeal 
go viral when he posted 
a heartfelt video to the 
band’s Facebook page.

After asking his two 
young sons what they 
would like for Christmas, 
Joe Metcalfe, who fronts 
funk and soul band, 
JD and the Woodsmen, 
began thinking about 
those local children who 
may not be getting much 
from Santa this year. 

In his eagerness to help, 
he has teamed up with 
Janice Coombes from 
the Xcel Church in New-
ton Aycliffe, who runs the 
Christmas Tag Project as 
part of the Great Aycliffe 
Community Aid Part-
nership, which supports 
individuals and families 
in need. 

The project has been 
running for the past 
five years and provides 
Christmas gifts for chil-
dren aged 0-17, who are in 
underprivileged homes or 
within the care system.

Two years ago, Shildon 
company PPG offered 
their help to the project, 
and as an employee, Joe 
was more than happy to 
help.

The singer has liaised 
with businesses and 
community centres 
across South West Dur-
ham to provide a network 
of drop-off points, includ-
ing in Crook, Willington, 
Spennymoor, Bishop 
Auckland and Barnard 
Castle in order to help 

FRONT MAN CHARITY BID GOES VIRAL
Joe’s partner Jenny Lambert with Tracey Bateman of Coundon & Leeholme’s Early Years Centre, 
which is based within the Eden Centre on Victoria Lane, Coundon.

JD & The Woodsmen front man, Joe Metcalfe wanted to help 
local children who may not be as lucky as his own children this 
Christmas.

UNREPAIRABLE  
FLAT SCREEN TVs 

WANTED 
 

Above 32” - £20 
No cracked screens 

Older TVs bought  
at different prices

Ca l l  B ILLY on 

07958 410658
to arrange collection
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Promoted by Phil Hunt on behalf of Helen Goodman, 
both at 1 Cockton Hill Road, Bishop Auckland, DL14 6EN.

Put £40bn into the NHS & £8bn for social care

30 hours free childcare for all 2, 3 & 4 year olds

Scrap the 5 Week Wait and Universal Credit

Transfer power and investment to the North

Cut energy bills & reform business rates

Freeze income tax and NI rates for everyone - 
except those who earn over £80,000 a year.

Vote For Real Change with Labour:Helen 
Goodman

Standing alongside 
& working with you

“Helen Goodman is just what 
Bishop Auckland needs in 
Parliament. She really cares. 

When I had a problem with 
my daughter’s DLA, Helen 
was amazing. I can’t believe 
how quickly she sorted it.” 

- Michelle, Bishop Auckland 

a vision of how beautiful 
the world can be if we 
take care of it. How we 
need to listen to the chil-
dren in these days!”

To find out more about 

Bishop Auckland Cli-
mate Action Group 
search for them on 
Facebook, or send an  
email to bishopauckland 
climateaction@aol.com.

AN EVENING was held 
by the Bishop Auckland 
Climate Action group to 
announce the winners 
of the Schools Climate 
Competition run in con-
junction with an event 
held on 22nd October at 
Bishop Auckland Method-
ist Church.

The event, A Christian 
Response to Climate 
Change, Responding with 
Faith, Hope - & Action! 
was sponsored by Bishop 
Auckland Fellowship of 
Christian Churches with 
Dr David Golding from 
North East Call To Action 
on Global Poverty & Cli-
mate Change.  

Four local primary 
schools; Escomb, Etherley 
Lane, St Anne’s and Ingle-
ton, had submitted art-
work, stories and poems 
highlighting the beauty of 
the world and problems 
of climate change, with 
some excellent contribu-
tions from pupils from 
Reception Class right 
through to Year 6.  

The winners included 
from Escomb School: 

Thomas (Year 5) and 
Lucy (Year 6); from Ether-
ley Lane School: Alfie 
(Year 3) and the whole of 
the Reception Class; from 
St Anne’s School: Kate 
(Year 6) and from Ingleton 
School: Elliot (Year4).  

Lucy from Escomb 
School’s entry was 
declared the overall win-
ner.

Families and teachers 
joined the pupils and the 
members of Bishop Auck-
land Climate Action Group 
for the presentation by 
Rev. John Purdy from BA 
Fellowship of Christian 
Churches and Di Murphy 
from BA Climate Action.

The presentation 
included a certificate 
for each winner and a 
voucher for When God 
made the World, a book 
illustrated by local artist, 
Gillian Gamble, which will 
be published and availa-
ble from January.  

Gillian, who chose 
Lucy’s entry as the over-
all winner said: “It’s very 
good because it has both 
the challenges but also 

SCHOOLS CLIMATE COMPETITION WINNERS

The winners of the Schools Climate Competition with overall 
winner, Lucy Oswin back left.

ple in this community.
“If we can achieve a 

quarter of what we man-
aged last year, we will be 
able to help a lot of peo-
ple.”

Watson returned to the 
local store this week to 
launch a 2019 campaign, 
which will use #Food-
banknomination2019 on 
social media. 

Community Champion 
at Tesco, John Bailey 
commented: “Everyone 
really got behind it last 
year and we were pleased 
with the support and 
impact it had. 

“I did about 500 miles 
delivering donations and 
we’re excited to be doing 
it again.”

Donations  have already 
been flooding in and 
deliveries have already 
been made to Wood-
house Close Church and 
Willington Food Banks, 
as well as the Butterwick 
Hospice.

FROM PAGE 1

“GYPSY BONO’S” 
CHRISTMAS 
APPEAL
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meet up, chat and share 
in other activities which 
keep your overall health 
and mind active. 

“We arrange trips out 
and also have guest 
speakers come in. 

“We are grateful for 
the support of Gaunless 
Gateway volunteer bro-
ker, Susan Graydon, who 
said that she is happy 
to support this group of 
local volunteers through 

funding from Gaunless 
Gateway Big Local Part-
nership, working along-
side Bishop Auckland and 
Shildon  Area Action Part-
nership.”

The group meet every 
Tuesday from 9.30am 
until 12 noon and are very 
keen to welcome new 
faces join them.

For further information, 
contact Audrey on 01388 
815041.

FOR TEN years, the volun-
teers who run the Healthy 
Heartbeat group, which is 
based at the Henknowle 
Community Centre, have 
been helping people 
overcome isolation while 
giving them the opportu-
nity to forge new friend-
ships.

Group secretary, Audrey 
Hughes said: “The aim 
as always is to ensure 
people have a place to 

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME AT 
HEALTHY HEARTBEAT GROUP 

The Health Heartbeat group meets every Tuesday at Henknowle Community Centre.

A NEW Friendship Cof-
fee and Social Club has 
started in the Four Clocks 
Centre in Bishop Auck-
land.

The club is meeting 

every Thursday morning 
from 10am and anyone 
who wants to go along 
and enjoy a friend chat 
over a cuppa is very wel-
come. 

FOUR CLOCKS FRIENDSHIP CLUB

HEWITTS SOLICITORS 
at 207 Newgate Street is 
hosting a charity Christ-
mas Shopping event on 
behalf of the NSPCC 
Christmas Appeal. 

The event takes place 
on Friday 6th December 

from 2pm onwards.
A spokesperson said: 

“There will be a cake stall, 
cards, raffles and jewel-
lery as well as an opportu-
nity to network, shop and 
chat, and all for a good 
cause.”

CHRISTMAS SHOPPING EVENT

HAVING RECEIVED a 
good response to his 
Halloween short film, 
The Rag Dolly Returns, 
Willington Film producer, 
Dean Midas Maynard has 
announced two new short 
film projects. 

Before Christmas, Dean 
will release The Manor, 
followed early next year 
by Be My Valentine.

Award-winning film pro-

ducer Dean said: “I loved 
making The Rag Dolly 
Returns, it has really got 
me back in the zone to 
make more short films.” 

If you are based in the 
Willington, Bishop Auck-
land or surrounding area 
and would like to be 
considered for a role in 
the short films, you can 
email your CV to Dean at  
media@deanmidas.co.uk.

WILLINGTON FILM 
PRODUCER ANNOUNCES 
TWO NEW SHORT FILMS
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until 3pm.
It’s free to see Santa and 

there’s an opportunity to 
have your photo taken 
with him. From just £1, 
you will receive a 6” x 4” 
colour photo within just a 
few minutes.

Santa will return again to 
Bishop Auckland on Sat-
urday 14th December and 

Saturday 21st December 
where he will be inside the 
Newgate Shopping Cen-
tre from 10am till 3pm.

There will be some fes-
tive music and entertain-
ment too. 

For more information, 
visit the town team web-
site at www.bishopauck 
landtownteam.org.

BISHOP AUCKLAND 
Town Team has once 
again put together a 
bumper entertainment 
package to entertain 
shoppers this December.

Children are invited to 
go along to see Santa 
Claus inside No.42 Mar-
ket Place on Saturday 7th 
December from 10:30am 

CHRISTMAS WITH THE TOWN TEAM
Bishop the Boar will be joining Santa and his elves when he visits to Bishop Auckland this December.

READERS ARE invited 
to join Bishop Auckland 
Choral Society and the 
choir of St. John’s Acad-
emy for an evening of 
festive entertainment, 
with carols and seasonal 
music from around the 
world at St Mary’s Church, 
Vart Road, Bishop Auck-

land on Wednesday 18th 
December at 7pm.

Admission is £7 for 
adults and £5 for con-
cessions and tickets are 
available from  Sophie 
Hassall on 01388 834359, 
Jane Smith on 01325 
360514, or see online at 
bachoral.org.uk for more.

CHRISTMAS MUSIC FROM 
AROUND THE WORLD

THE WOMEN’S Refuge 
in Bishop Auckland will 
once again be trying to 
make the festive season 
as happy and bearable as 
possible for its residents 
and their children this 
Christmas and New Year. 

A spokesperson for the 
refuge said: “We try to 
provide Christmas treats, 
gifts, selection boxes and 
so on, and this year for 
the first time, we are hop-
ing to provide a Christmas 
Eve box for mums as well 
as children.

“Can we appeal for 
any suitable items to be 
donated please? 

“We can collect, but ide-

ally items can be dropped 
off at the refuge by prior 
arrangement. Please ring 
01388 600094 first. 

“Although it may seem a 
bit early, we would like to 
wish a Merry Christmas to 
all of our friends and sup-
porters.”

REFUGE SEEKS FESTIVE DONATIONS

Ultimate Flowers
Bishop Auckland

• Wreaths & Garlands
• Artificial Arrangements

The ultimate in flower design

• Christmas Bouquets
• Christmas Vases

Modern & traditional styles in a variety of arrangements
Friendly, professional advice & service, over 20 years experience in floristry

Monday - Friday 9am-5.30pm , Saturday 9am - 2pm  | Sunday 15th and 22nd 10am - 2pm

7 Kensington South, Cockton Hill, Bishop Auckland

• Arrangements
• Plants

(Ample Free Parking)

01388 605000

For the Ultimate Christmas

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron
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BBISHOP ISHOP AAUCKLANDUCKLAND
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF SERVICES

Class Four, Five, 7 MOTs

www.bishopaucklandtyreandtests.co.uk www.bishopauckland-tyres.co.uk Email: info@bishopaucklandtyresandtests.co.uk
9 Chester Street, Bishop Auckland, County Durham, DL14 7LP     Tel: 01388 604485 / 661339 / 605687

All 
Makes 

of 
Tyres

Please don’t hesitate to contact us as we’re more than happy to help!

GROUP AUTO - AUTOCARE GARAGE APPROVED 
MEMBER OF THE GOOD GARAGE SCHEME 

MASTER GARAGE 2013 www.approvedgarage.co.uk 
Member of the motor industry code of Practice

CLUTCHES |  BRAKES  
BATTERIES | EXHAUSTS 

DIAGNOSTICS

Tyres & Tests Ltd

For more news from Bishop Auckland and across South West Durham visit: www.swd.news

2-2 against Hartlepool 
while the U17s won 5-2 
against Northallerton.

The U14s play Billingham 
in the cup this Sunday on 
the 3G at 12 noon and are 
followed by the U15 Kings 
in the cup against Leven. 

The U16s are away at 
Stockton Saints in the 
Challenge Cup with the 
U17s away at Lumley in 
the quarter finals of the 
County Cup

The U18s play Polton in 
the league on Saturday.

THE U7 Aces had an excit-
ing game against Pools 
Youth with a great goal 
from Thomas Dale. 

The U8 Aces played 
Leven in an entertaining 
game with some great 
football played.

The U9 Aces played Sea-
ton Carew on the 3G.

The U10 Kings played 
Billingham in an exciting 
end to end game.

The U11 Kings also had a 
great win over Leven with 
goals from Isaac Cham-
bers (2), Connor Scaife (2) 
and Jake Wilkinson. They 
lay in the cup this Sunday 
at 10.30am.

The U12 Aces played 
Darlington Young Bulls on 
the 3G pitch with  another 
improved performance.

The U12 Kings drawing 

ST MARY’S JUNIORS UPDATE

BISHOP AUCKLAND table 
tennis club has embarked 
on its biggest project 
yet: to build a brand new, 
world class sports facil-
ity, community hub and 
table tennis hall in Bishop 
Auckland.

The club, which provides 
table tennis for the whole 
community, wants to build 
a new centre to give the 
area even more access 
to table tennis, bringing 
together everyone and 
anyone who wants to give 
it a go, make friends, and 
develop skills, not just on 
the table, but off too.  

A registered charity, the 
club has been running at 
capacity, providing table 
tennis for everyone, from 
primary school sessions 
to over 50s groups and 
international class play-
ers and they have out-
grown their current space.

The new building will 
mean there are tables 
available every evening 
for social users, as well 
as an international stand-
ard playing hall for its 
community coaching pro-
gramme. 

The size and availability 
will mean the that table 
tennis is accessible all 
day, seven days a week. 
Day-time, evening and 
weekend availability will 
mean local schools can 
access table tennis, and 
those who cannot attend 
evening sessions will 
have more opportunities.

The social area within 
the facility will provide a 
safe space before ses-
sions, it will also be used 
to support young people 
to complete homework, 
balancing their sport-
ing and school commit-

ments. It will also provide 
a welcoming and com-
fortable space for users 
to relax before, during and 
after sessions providing 
a less formal area to wel-
come new participants 
and run more informal 
social sessions. 

A community café will 
provide drinks and healthy 
food options to offer a full 
experience for the users. 

To complete the social 
space, a community room 
will be available for com-
munity groups to use 
for meetings or to hold 
weekly activities. It will 
also be used to run train-
ing courses for the club 
and community based on 
identified need.

So far, the club have 
raised over £100,000 
towards the cost and are 
now appealing to the com-
munity to help it achieve 
the £220,000 cost that 
will get this community 
facility built. 

Donations can be made 
via the club’s local giving 
page which can be found, 
along with more informa-
tion and videos about the 
project on the club’s web-
site at www.bishopauck 
landttc.co.uk/new-building. 

If anyone wants more 
information on the pro-
ject, contact Matt on 
07411 018856. 

TABLE TENNIS CLUB EMBARKS 
ON WORLD CLASS PROJECT 

Club juniors of all ages 
competed in County team 
and individual events with 
great success gaining 
strength and depth for the 
future.

2019 Junior Captain, 
Cameron Hamilton, won 
the Junior Championship 
and Ben Mawson aged 11 
won the Nett Club Cham-
pionship.  

Cassidy Hamilton 
topped a great season 
being acknowledged as 
Most Improved Player. 

The incoming Captain, 
Joe Huntley, won numer-
ous trophies throughout 
the year and in 2020 has 
pledged to give his total 
support to all juniors as 
the section grows in stat-
ure. 

JUNIORS AT Bishop 
Auckland Golf Club’s 
Presentation Evening 
celebrated an extremely 
successful 2019 season 
in various categories play-
ing at home and away.  

The junior section 
is growing, thanks to 
coaching sessions and 
on-course activities for all 
ages and abilities.  

JUNIOR GOLFERS CELEBRATE
Bishop Auckland Golf Club’s juniors have celebrated an extremely successful year.

FERGUSON
TILING

BESPOKE TILING
Bathrooms | Kitchens

Conservatories | Wet Room
Ceramics | Porcelain

Over 15 years’ experience
Tel Waine on

07468 558 285

BISHOP AUCKLAND 
Cricket Club is looking 
for juniors of all ages and 
ability to join them for 
indoor training at King 
James School before the 
start of the new season. 

There are currently 
opportunities for Under 
9s, 11s, 13s, 15s and 18s. 

The sessions take place 
every Thursday from 
now until 19th December 
at King James School, 

from 5.30- 6.30pm. Then 
Thursday 9th January for 
6 weeks at the same time.

Prices are £3 per child 
per session or an upfront 
fee of £20 for the whole 
ten weeks. All coaches 
are DBS checked.

For more details, Call 
Stuart Hill on 07723 
039366 for U9s and All-
stars or Paul Stones on 
07971 853087 for U11s 
and over. 

INDOOR JUNIOR CRICKET


