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COMPETITIVE PRICES

BIG SIZE MENSWEAR  2XL TO 8XL
Park right outside 

our showroom 
and shop at 
your leisure!

SUITS
SHIRTS

TROUSERS
LONG TIES
T-SHIRTS
SHORTS

CARGO TROUSERS
JEANS

EVERYTHING FOR 
THE LARGE MAN

BETWEEN THURSDAY 
3rd October and Sat-
urday 5th October, the 
young people of Chance 
Drama took to the stage 
to perform The Wizard of 
Oz at Mainsforth Com-
munity Centre. 

Over 500 people 
attended the perfor-
mances over the three 
nights, with the group 
achieving a sell out on 
the Friday evening. 

A spokesperson for 

the drama group told 
The Chapter: “The young 
people and volunteers 
of Chance Drama have 
worked tirelessly over 
past months to pull the 
show together. 

“With support from a 
raft of organisations and 
individuals, from Coun-
cillors to grandparents, 
the young people were 
given the chance to per-
form once again with a 
live band and with full 

professional sound and 
lighting. 

“Feedback from the 
production has been 
overwhelming for all 
involved and the group 
are in complete shock 
by the response. 

“We are all immensely 
proud of our young peo-
ple for what they have 
achieved and we can’t 
wait to get started on 
our Pantomime Babes in 
the Wood, which will take 

place over the last week-
end in January 2020 at 
Mainsforth Community 
Centre.

“We would like to thank 
all who purchased tick-
ets for the show as well 
as all those who have 
attended our fundrais-
ers over the year and to 
the organisations, coun-
cillors and individuals 
who have supported us 
financially to achieve the 
project.”

THE ‘WONDERFUL’ WIZARD OF OZ
Gorgeous in green: the cast of the Wizard of Oz during their big finale at Mainsforth Community Centre.

CHILTON TOWN Council 
has organised this year’s 
Fireworks Display for Fri-
day 1st November at the 
Charlie Wayman Playing 
Fields, and tickets are 
selling fast. 

The event commences 
at 5.30pm with fun fair 
rides and catering, while 
the fireworks display will 
commence to music at 
6.30pm.

Entry is by ticket only 
which can be obtained 
from the Town Council 
office, Monday to Friday 
between 9am and 3pm.  
Tickets are priced at 
£2 per adult and £1 for 
school children.  In the 
interest of public safety 
tickets for the event have 
been restricted to 1,000.

Children should be 
accompanied by an adult 
and residents are asked 
to walk to the event to 
alleviate parking and traf-
fic problems.  Note: no 
dogs are allowed on the 
site and sparklers are not 
permitted.

Members would like to 
thank everyone who is 
volunteering at the event.

The Mayor will be hold-
ing a charity stall in aid of 
the Christmas Lights. 

Any queries can be 
taken to Chilton Town 
Council office or by call-
ing 01388 721788.

TICKETS 
SELLING FAST 
FOR CHILTON 
FIREWORKS



2

For more news from Ferryhill, Chilton and South West Durham visit: www.swd.news Friday 18th October 2019

Support your local 
community newspaper 

by mentioning the 
Ferryhill & Chilton Chapter 

when contacting 
advertisers.

www.swd.news/crier

Published by
South West Durham News 

3-4 First Floor Offices 
Shildon Town Council

Civic Hall Square
Shildon  DL4 1AH

Editorial:
01388 775896

Advertising:
07909 992731

Email: 
chapter@swd.news

Online:
www.swd.news/chapter

SEND US YOUR STORIES

If you have a story you 
would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
We are especially 
interested in good

news, be it personal 
achievements, local 

fundraising, community 
service or any other 

positive stories. Call us on 
01388 775896 or email 

chapter@swd.news

DISCLAIMER

Ferryhill & Chilton 
Chapter cannot be

held responsible for 
advertisers offering
goods or services. 

As a general rule we would
advise anyone not to 
part with any money

until an order has been 
completed to your

full satisfaction. 
All information is correct,

to the best of our 
knowledge, at the time of

printing. 
Ferryhill & Chilton Chapter 

accepts articles in
good faith and takes 
no responsibility for

errors and/or omissions.

You can read our 
sister papers online:

SPENNYMOOR
NEWS

www.swd.news/spenny

www.swd.news/bishop

Classifieds
All about local people ...

Classifieds
Classifieds cost 42p per 
word + £7.20 for an optional 
photograph. For more 
information call 01388 775896 
or email chapter@swd.news.

MEIKLES SOLICITORS
8 North Street, Market Place, Ferryhill

Telephone : 01740 652811
Email : ferryhillreception@

meikles-solicitors.co.uk
FOR ALL LEGAL MATTERS

Accident and Injury Claims – Employment
House Sales & Purchases – Wills and Probate

Child Care Cases – Matrimonial – Crime
Established over 75 years

wrighthomes
SALES  |  LETTINGS  |  AUCTIONS

Call now for a free valuation
01740 617517

Branch address: 4 Parker Terrace, Ferryhill, DL17 8JY

Unbeatable Selling Fees

Free Solicitor Fees

No Sale, No Fee Packages

5 Star Service

safety and crime preven-
tion.

“We can all play a part 
in preventing crime and 
keeping ourselves safe 
from harm – whether it is 
by ensuring a property is 
locked, to keeping a light 
on in your home when 
you’re out, or making sure 
you are visible to road 
users when walking in the 
dark.

“Dark evenings can pro-
vide the perfect cover for 
criminals who can easily 
spot an open window, an 
unoccupied room, see 
valuables left on display 
in your car or try their luck 
with an unlocked door 
without being noticed.

“We will be using all the 
powers at our disposal to 
pursue and catch oppor-
tunist thieves who think it 
is okay to target innocent 
people.”

The following tips can 
help reduce the chance 
of your home and vehi-
cle becoming a target for 
criminals:

• Lock all windows and 
doors – even if you’re at 
home.

• Ensure no items are on 

display, and remove val-
uables from your vehicle 
each night.

• If you have elderly 
neighbours keep an eye on 
them.

• A well-lit home gives the 
impression someone is in.

• Leave a light on or use 
timer switches so lights 
come on when it gets 
dark.

• Don’t leave your house 
and vehicle keys in the 
lock or on a side table in 
view of a window, making 
it easy for a thief to fish 
them through your letter-
box.

• Don’t leave curtains 
closed during the day, only 
in the evening and over-
night.

• If you have a house 
alarm, use it.

• In addition, secure any 
outbuildings and gates 
and consider installing 
a security light and/or 
CCTV.

• Report any unusual 
behaviour to us.

If you see anything sus-
picious in your area con-
tact Durham Constabulary 
on 101, or 999 in an emer-
gency.

PEOPLE IN Ferryhill and 
Chilton are being urged 
to take steps to prevent 
themselves from becom-
ing a victim of crime as the 
dark nights draw in.

As Durham Constabu-
lary this week launches 
its Winter Nights cam-
paign, officers are keen to 
remind people that a few 
simple steps can reduce 
the chances of becoming 
a target for opportunist 
thieves.

Whether the change is 
making sure your home is 
lit when unoccupied, keep-
ing valuables out of sight 
in your vehicles or wearing 
something bright on your 
way home – we are urg-
ing people to take time to 
think about what they need 
to do.

The Winter Nights cam-
paign is not just focussed 
on crime prevention but 
also a warning to criminals 
that all powers available 
will be used to catch them.

Temporary Detective 
Superintendent Paul Gray, 
of Durham Constabulary, 
said: “At this time of year 
it is important we remind 
people about personal 

KEEP SECURE IN WINTER NIGHTS
Durham Constabulary has launched its Winter Nights campaign, urging residents to take steps to 
prevent themselves from becoming victims of crime.

In Memoriam

A loving mum & nanna,
Always in our thoughts

Sheila Bailey
20th October
1954 - 2016

Love always Wendy, Chris, 
Christopher & Brandon

xxx

In loving memory of

Three years since you passed 
away

Miss you every day

Sheila Bailey
20th October

Love, Brian
xxx

Mam, Gran 
& Great Granny Jean

Your memories we treasure
Loving you always

Forgetting you never
Especially today, on what 

would have been your 90th 
birthday

Jean Ward

Your loving daughter 
Marilyn, son-in-law Paul, 

grandchildren & great 
grandchildren

x

Services
Claire Robson mobile 
hairdressing services. 
Tel: 07736 905 185
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bourhood protection 
manager, said: “We know 
that folk in County Dur-
ham love their dogs and 
most look after them 
responsibly, but we still 
have lots that end up 
straying. 

“It is the law to get your 
dog microchipped and it 
may help reunite you with 
your pet one day.”

As well as keeping dogs 
off the streets, the civic 
pride team joined forces 
with Stray Aid to develop 
Paws in the Playground, 
an interactive lesson 
which introduces chil-
dren to vital aspects of 
dog ownership and deliv-
ers important messages 
about strays.

To date the team has 
delivered the assembly to 
over 8,000 children along 
with community teaching 
dog, Toffee. 

Lee Henderson, com-
munity engagement 
manager at Stray Aid, 
said: “Toffee is a former 
resident at Stray Aid, 
who was neglected to 
say the least. She has 

taken her story and that 
of responsible dog owner-
ship into the schools and 
interacted with children, 
some of whom had prior 
phobias, to educate and 
deliver the message that 
both the council and Stray 
Aid want to promote.  

“In return we would like 
to see the children speak 
to parents or guardians in 
the hope that they comply 
with the law i.e. micro-
chips, dog tags, poo bags, 
and health and wellbeing.  
After all they are the dog 
owners of the future.”

Mr Hoult added: “If you 
are thinking of bringing 
a four-legged friend into 
your life, why not look 
into rehoming a preloved 
pooch from Stray Aid. 

“However, if you are 
looking to buy a puppy 
make sure it is from a 
reputable breeder who 
would ensure it has had 
its health checks and is 
microchipped.

For more information on 
Stray Aid and to see the 
dogs waiting for adoption 
visit www.strayaid.org.uk.

THE NUMBER of stray 
dogs found continues to 
decrease as partnership 
working keeps man’s 
best friend safely off the 
streets. 

Durham County Council 
in the past three years has 
seen a significant reduc-
tion of 29 per cent in stray 
dogs being picked up in 
the county. 

On 1st June 2017, a 
Public Space Protection 
Order for dog control 
came into force, making 
it an offence to allow a 
dog to stray. If caught, a 
£100 Fixed Penalty Notice 
could be issued.

The council works 
alongside Stray Aid, a 
charitable organisa-
tion which rescues and 
re-homes stray dogs and 
cats. 

In 2018/19 out of 702 
dogs picked up, 369 were 
returned to the owner and 
333 were taken to Stray 
Aid, comparing with a 
total of 986 dogs picked 
up in 2016/17. 

Ian Hoult, Durham 
County Council’s neigh-

KEEPING MAN’S BEST FRIEND SAFE
Rosa Primary School pupils from Spennymoor, Lee Henderson (Stray Aid), community 
engagement dog Toffee and Durham County Council’s Scoop the dog. 

FREE Legal Surgery
Every Thursday

4-6pm
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

(30 minutes free)
Family and Children - Disputes - Property - Wills  
Powers of Attorney - Commercial - Employment 

Personal Injury - Charities
1 Parker Terrace, Ferryhill, County Durham, DL17 8JY

Please contact the office on 
01740 657444

ferryhill@evansco.co.uk

Established 1982www.walkertyres.co.uk

Great Deals on New Tyres 
Free Fitting, New Valve, Balance and Scrap Disposal

Huge Selection of Quality Used Tyres for Car, Van and 4x4
Spennymoor 01388 811468
Gateshead 0191 4911 422

24 hour Mobile Tyre Fitting (07931 526 741)
Alignment, Servicing, Brakes, Exhausts, Springs, 

Shock Absorbers, Batteries etc. 
All major credit cards accepted

Walker Tyres, Compound 4, Tudhoe Ind. Est. DL16 6TL

Out of hours call available 
Call Neil on:

M: 07882 233 219  
Tel: 01740 474 045

NC PLUMBING 
SERVICES

All plumbing requirements undertaken
From a drip to a full bathroom refit.

Complete Bathroom specialist,
Full tiling and wall cladding service,

Full Power Flush Service.
Central heating problems repaired.

No job too small

New Roofs, Slating, 
Tiling, Felt Roofs etc.

For all your 
roofing needs
Contact Lee

L & L Roofing Services

Mobile: 07970 381075
Home: 01740 653750
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Gordon Fletcher & Sons
Independent Family Funeral Directors
A caring personal service, from a local family business,

Here to help you though those difficult times.
You know when you need us, we’ll be there, day or night.

OFFICE & PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST
Personalised Pre Payment Funeral Plans Available

St. Martha & St. Mary’s
Lazarus House, LInden Road, Ferryhill

Tel: (01740) 650558

Gordon Fletcher & Sons

Lazarus House, LInden Road, Ferryhill

ELECTRICIAN
www.armstrong-electrics.co.uk

◊	 Fault Finding / Repairs
◊	Extra Lights and Sockets
◊	New Fuse Boards
◊	Rewires
◊	P.A.T Testing
◊	 Landlord Inspections
◊	 Qualified	Electrician
◊	 Fully Insured
◊	Reliable Service
◊	Satisfaction Guaranteed

I WILL ASSURE YOU OF A QUICK 
RESPONSE AND A REASONABLY 

PRICED SERVICE
Call Gary on:

01740 474050

Do	you	find	it	difficult	to	get	
someone to come out 

and do a small job?

Bellwoods Windows and Doors

15 year guarantee on all UPVC frames and glass
Find us on Facebook. Free quotations.

Tel: 01388 205 670 
Email: info@bellwoodswindowsanddoors.co.uk

Chilton based

FERRYHILL ROOFING 
CONTRACTORS LTD

For all aspects of roofing

- New roofs - roof repairs - 

slating - felt roofs etc.

Contact Trevor Elsdon on

01388 420152 
or  0788 788 6558

TAXIS
SILVERCABS

07549 634 441

Local Driver
Anytime, Anywhere
Hospitals, Doctors, 

Airports, Train Station, 
Holidays, Shopping

the area, offering homes 
with increased window 
areas that flood the inte-
rior of each new property 
with light. 

Properties also include 
wet rooms and have spa-
cious gardens to the front 
and rear, along with car 
parking. 

Councillor Makepeace, 
who is the Town Mayor 
and Chair of Ferryhill 

Town Council, said: “Well 
done to Livin, who have 
delivered a great project 
in less time than many 
public services take to 
plan.  

“Livin really is an asset 
to the area. 

The new accommoda-
tion provided is beautiful, 
and will provide tenants 
with a lovely home for 
years to come.”

FERRYHILL TOWN Coun-
cil have expressed their 
appreciation to Housing 
Association, Livin for 
inviting members of a 
recently formed Work-
ing Group, considering 
the regeneration of Dean 
Bank, to view its latest 
development. 

Town Mayor, Coun-
cillor Joe Makepeace 
was among a handful of 
officers and Councillors 
to view the newly built 
bungalows and apart-
ments, which have been 
built on the site of the for-

mer Dean Bank Grange.  
The newly named Hack-

worth Close is made up of 
ten bungalows and four 
apartments, which were 
snapped up within days 
of advertising. 

They offer spacious and 
modern living accommo-
dation for people over 55 
years of age, or people 
who have a medical need. 

They have transformed 

TOWN MAYOR PRAISES NEW LIVIN 
DEVELOPMENT IN FERRYHILL

Clare Johnson, Livin, Rachel O’Kane, Livin, Town Mayor, Councillor Joe Makepeace & Andy Coulthard, Livin pictured in front of 
the new development at Hackworth Close.

A FREE coffee morning  
will take place on Tues-
day 22nd October, from 
10.30am at the Royal Brit-
ish Legion Club in Ferry-
hill Station.

BRITISH 
LEGION COFFEE 
MORNING

JOHN’S DECORATING

PAINTING  ANYTHING! 
THEN GIVE ME A RING!

(Time Served)

For all your painting and 
decorating needs.
No job too small

Special rates for O.A.P’s
For a free estimate

 phone John on Ferryhill
(01740) 657191 
or 0775 983 8076

A FILM night is tak-
ing place at St. Aidan’s 
Church Hall on Friday 
26th October at 7.30pm, 
with a showing of the 
critically acclaimed Bohe-
mian Rhapsody.

The movie stars Rami 
Malek as the mesmeris-
ing Freddie Mercury and 
follows Queen’s meteoric 
rise to world fame in the 
1970s.

Refreshments will be 
served and everyone is 
welcome.

THE SHOW 
MUST GO ON 
AT ST AIDAN’S 
CHURCH 

A TABLE top sale with 
craft stalls and cream 
scones will take place at 
the Masonic Hall on Dun-
das Street, Spennymoor, 
between 10.30am and 
3.30pm on 20th October.

TABLE TOP SALE

S CRABTREE
Digital Aerials Fitted

Digi Aerials, DAB
Sky, Freesat, CCTV
No Hidden Charges.

No Extra For Cable Used.
I Will Beat Any Written 

Quote, Plus Network Your 
House & Tune In

Ferryhill based

0797 997 1541
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During the incident, a 
passenger in the Mercedes 
suffered serious injuries 
and was taken to James 
Cook University Hospital 
in Middlesbrough for treat-
ment.

A 36-year-old man was 
arrested on suspicion of 
causing serious injury by 
dangerous driving and fail-

ure to provide a specimen. 
He has since been released 
under investigation.

Police are now keen to 
speak to anyone who may 
have dashcam footage of 
the incident.

Please call PC Jamie Pitt 
on 101 quoting incident 
number 357 of October 
11th.

POLICE ARE appealing for 
information following a 
two vehicle collision near 
Chilton.

The collision occurred 
on the A167 at Rushyford 
roundabout shortly after 
6.30pm on Friday 11th 
October and involved a 
Seat Leon and Mercedes 
Sprinter.

POLICE SEEK DASHCAM FOOTAGE 

CHILTON COMMUNITY 
Sports & Social Club are 
pleased to inform every-
one that the fantastic sum 
of £1,736 was raised dur-
ing the month of Septem-
ber for MacMillan Cancer 
Support.  

This was made up from a 
charity show in the club on 
7th September (£950) and 
£786 at a coffee morning. 

A spokesperson said: 
“The club management 
board would like to thank 
everyone who contrib-
uted towards raising this 
money, by donating raf-
fle prizes, tombola items, 
baking cakes and naming 
the teddy, and of course 
attending the show and 
coffee morning. 

“A very big thank you.”

FUNDS RAISED FOR 
MACMILLAN

FERRYHILL METHODIST 
Church’s annual shoe 
box appeal is once again 
underway.

The church will be open 
from Monday 11th to 
Wednesday 13th Novem-
ber, between 5.30pm and 
7pm to receive the filled 
shoe boxes, goods to fill 
boxes and donations of 
money to help with trans-
port costs.

A dedication service 
will then take place on 
Sunday 17th November 
at 6pm, when the boxes 
will be blessed and sent 

on their way to needy and 
unfortunate children in 
Eastern European coun-
tries.

“We will give you a very 
warm welcome,” said a 
spokesperson for the pro-
ject.

Items can include basic 
hygiene and school sup-
ply items, small toys, 
hats, gloves and scarves.

For further guidance on 
what can be used to fill 
the boxes, contact Mrs 
Wilson on 01388 720571 
or visit www.samari-
tans-purse.org.uk.

CHRISTMAS SHOE 
BOX APPEAL 2019



6

For more news from Ferryhill, Chilton and South West Durham visit: www.swd.news Friday 18th October 2019

poetry corner
Secret Visitor

By John Harbron, Chilton

As darkness falls and spreads around
He arrives without a sound

With prickles and a glinting eye
Out of the shadows, there I spy

Not a cat, nor a dog
Just my friendly hedgehog

Shyly he comes and quietly he goes
Sensing the way with his shiny nose

He disappears, I know not where
Along the road, please take care!

Do you 
have 
leaflets 
for your 
business?

The Chapter is 
delivered to 
around 
8,000 
homes

Leaflets distributed 
from just 3p each. 
Call 
(01388) 775 896 
to arrange distribution

CHILTON TOWN Council 
would like to ask readers 
to make a note in their 
diaries of the following 
events:

• Friday 1st November - 
Fireworks Display, Charlie 
Wayman Playing Fields 
from 5.30pm - fireworks 
6.30pm - **TICKETS ON 
SALE NOW FROM COUN-
CIL OFFICES**

• Sunday 10th November 
- Remembrance Service, 
St Aidan’s Chuch at 10am;

• Friday 29th November 
- Christmas Lights Switch 
On (details still to be final-
ised)

• Thursday 12th Decem-
ber - Civic Carol Service, 
St Aidan’s Church at 7pm;

Full details will be pub-
lished nearer to each 
event

NOTE: CHRISTMAS 
MEMORY TREE IN AID OF 
DEFIBRILLATORS 

Anyone wishing to leave 
a message for a loved one 
can purchase a tag from 
the Council offices for £1 
and hang on the Christ-
mas tree located in the 
Council offices. The tree 
will be ready from Tues-
day 26th November.

Call in weekdays from 

9am - 3pm or alternatively 
you can do it on the night 
of the Christmas Lights 
Switch On, Friday 29th 
November between 6pm 
and 7.30pm.

All monies raised will 
be put towards defibrilla-
tors which are going to be 
sited around the town.

If anyone has any que-
ries or needs further infor-
mation, call into the Coun-
cil offices (Mon - Fri) or 
telephone 01388 721788. 
Alternatively email info@
chiltondurham-tc.gov.uk 
or log onto www.chilton-
durham-tc.gov.uk.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY IN CHILTON

• 6.00 - 6.10pm  -  Sophia 
Anderson;

• 6.15 - 6.25pm  -  Elisha 
Lang;

• 6.35 - 6.55pm  -  Jamie 
Lee Harrison of BGT 
Fame;

• 7.00pm   -  Fire-
works Display.

Tickets are already selling 
fast for this event, which 
promises to be a great night 
out for all the family. 

This year the display will 
be choreographed to music, 
taking on a Space theme to 
tie in with the 50th anniver-
sary of man first stepping 
foot on the moon.

Tickets for the event are 
available from Ferryhill 
Town Hall and will remain 
on sale until 4pm on Friday 
1st November, subject to 
availability. 

As this event is expected 
to be hugely popular res-
idents are being urged to 
purchase their tickets early 
to avoid disappointment.

Entrance fees for the Fire-

works Display are £2 per 
ticket for residents of Fer-
ryhill and £3 per ticket for 
residents from other towns 
and villages.

Children under 3 years of 
age will be permitted entry 
free of charge. 

The Town Mayor, Coun-
cillor Joe Makepeace, said: 
“Ferryhill Town Council is 
proud to, once again, offer 
residents a fantastic Fire-
works Display complete 
with music, live stage per-
formances, show rides, 
and a range of street food 
caterers. 

“A big thank you to Stanley 
Events Ltd., for helping to 
bring the event to fruition 
and for organising the excit-
ing stage acts which will be 
performing this year.”

For more information 
about this year’s Fireworks 
Display, contact Karen 
Younghusband at Ferryhill 
Town Council on 01740 
652157 or email: kyoung-
husband@ferryhill.gov.uk.

FERRYHILL TOWN Council 
is excited to announce that 
as part of this year’s Fire-
works Display a number of 
acts will be taking to the 
stage to perform a selec-
tion of popular music, to 
suit a family audience. 

Among those performing 
will be 2017 Semi-Finalist of 
Britain’s Got Talent, Jamie 
Lee Harrison.

Jamie, originally from 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, first 
impressed judges of the 
popular TV show with his 
rendition of REM’s Every-
body Hurts. 

Gates to the Fireworks Dis-
play, which will be held on 
Monday 4th November, will 
be open from 5pm, which is 
earlier than first advertised, 
to give residents time to get 
into the venue and enjoy the 
live performances.  

The programme for the 
event will be as follows:

• 5.00pm - Gates Open;
• 5.45 - 5.55pm  -  Jessica 

May Frost;

BRITAIN’S GOT TALENT STAR TO 
PERFORM AT FERRYHILL FIREWORKS

Jamie Lee Harrison of BGT Fame performing on stage.

FERRYHILL FOOD Bank is 
currently low on supplies 
of pasta, dried rice, cus-
tard, sponge puddings, 
jam, tinned spaghetti and 
coffee.

Carrier bags are also 
always needed.

FOOD BANK SHORT 
ON SUPPLIES

Donations are always welcome at Ferryhill Food Bank.

Donations can be taken 
to St Luke’s Church on 
a Thursday between 
10.30am and 12 noon.

“Thanks to all who have 
supported and helped the 
food bank,” said a spokes-
person.
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Peter Clark
SALES * AUCTIONS * LETTINGS

p e t e r c l a r k p r o p e r t y s e r v i c e s . c o . u k

1 Parker Terrace
Ferryhill

DL17 8JY
Tel: 01740 657777

Priors Path, Ferryhill 
£239,950

• Four bedroomed detached
• Immaculate condition
• Luxurious f itted kitchen
• Double garage and gardens. EPC = D

Cleves Avenue, Ferryhill
£117,950

• Three bedroomed semi-detached
• Popular location
• Contemporary kitchen
• Off road parking. EPC = C

Wood Lane, Ferryhill
£97,950

• Two bedroomed mid-link
• Sought after location
• Much Improved
• Contemporary kitchen. EPC = C

Property Services Ltd 

Windsor Ave, Ferryhill
£99,950

• Three bedroomed end terrace
• Immaculate condition
• Stunning fitted kitchen
• Close to Town Centre. EPC = D

Ruby Avenue, Chilton
£72,000

• Two bedroomed semi-detached
• Close to local schools and shops
• Newly fitted kitchen
• No onward chain. EPC = D

Broom Rd, Ferryhill
£224,950

• Four bedroomed detached dorma bungalow
• Immaculate decorative order
• Off road parking
• Private garden. EPC = C

Raby Road, Ferryhill
£109,950

• Three bedroomed semi-detached
• Former police house
• Much improved
• Gardens and garage. EPC = B

South Downs, Chilton
£77,500

• Two bedroomed semi-detached
• Sought after location
• Very good decorative order
• Gardens. EPC = D

Wood Lane, Ferryhill
£127,950

• Three bedroomed semi-detached
• In need of modernisation
• Off road parking and garage
• Gardens. EPC = D

they’ve been selling more 
rooms than they actually 
have in the property.

“And the way that the 
money wasn’t used for 
renovations... obviously 
that’s when I realised it 
wasn’t being managed 
the way it should be.”

The programme’s 
investigators discovered 
that 53 units had been 
sold with a total value of 
£8.5m.

Meanwhile, earlier this 
year it was reported that 
the developer had filed for 
administration.

No work has been car-
ried out on the building, 
which remains derelict, 
covered in scaffolding 
and with many of its win-
dows smashed in. 

BBC Inside Out has also 
discovered that the same 
company has previously 
bought 23 similar proper-
ties across the UK, includ-
ing a former care home in 
Hartlepool, pitching them 
all to investors as care 
homes or hotels.

None of the buildings 
have ever been converted 

as promised, but the com-
pany has collected a total 
of £76m of investors’ 
cash.

Company owner, Sean 
Murray, who continues to 
insist that Windlestone 
Hall is a priority, owns a 
luxury yacht and a fleet 

THE SORRY tale of 
Windlestone Hall is back 
in the news after a BBC 
investigation uncovered 
that the Grade II listed 
building remains dere-
lict after its purchase by 
developer Carlauren for 
£850,000 in 2017.

The company attracted 
investors from all over 
the world after publishing 
plans to convert the prop-
erty into luxury retirement 
accommodation.

Investors were prom-
ised high returns based 
on income that would be 
paid for from care home 
residents’ fees, but work 
soon stopped and the 
income paid out to inves-
tors dried up in the spring.

A South African busi-
nessman, Bertus Van 
Jaarsveld, who paid 
£164,000 for one unit 
told the BBC Inside Out 
programme: “Up until 
[the money stopped] I 
had no reason to dig into 
the company or look any 
deeper.

“Now that it’s all come 
to light you can see that 

NEW TWIST IN WINDLESTONE HALL SAGA

Windlestone Hall remains derelict after a property developer sold £8.5m of investments in the 
former stately home before filing for administration. 

of high-performance cars 
and until recently trav-
elled in his own private 
jet. Most of those are 
listed as company assets.

In a written statement to 
the programme he said:  
“Windlestone Hall is and 
always will be top of our 

plans”, but added that 
nothing could happen 
until legal action against 
his company was com-
plete.

The BBC Inside Out 
investigation, which aired 
this week, can be viewed 
on BBC iPlayer. 
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BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01740 623333
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE
FREE

MEASURE & FITTING 

buy direct from the 
factory and save

www.siestablinds.com

Grass cutting and garden 
maintenance, with over 200 

lawns cut locally with an 
average price of just £6.50

Patios, Drives and Fencing
For a Free  

No Obligation Estimate call  
John Paul Elsdon on 

077030 10042

34, Gordon Terrace
Ferryhill DL17 8AU

Ground
Dezign

Andrew’s Roofing
Chimney Stacks - Ridge Tile 

Repairs - Brickwork Repointed 
- Flat Roofs - Slating & Tiling - 
Felting and Pointing - Repairs 

- UPVC, Gutters, Fascias, 
Soffits & Flat Roofing Specialist

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

Dog Poo Bag Dispens-
ers in July and mon-
itored whether they 
made their community 
safer and cleaner. 

They then collected 
all the evidence and 
worked together to 
present their findings to 
Livin. 

They were delighted 
when Malcolm got in 
touch to say their fund-
ing application had 
been successful. 

The Ambassadors 
now look after the dis-
pensers and fill them up 
when required. 

Glenys from Approach 
Too, who supports the 

Ambassadors for Com-
munity Change said: 
“The children are ask-
ing people in the com-
munity to please help 
them to take care of the 
dispensers.

“They would like dog 
walkers to still use their 
own bags so the dis-
penser bags are always 
there in case someone 
runs out or forgets their 
bags. 

“It’s been a real team 
effort with the schools 
working together, with 
Livin and Ferryhill Town 
Council all helping out. 

“A big thank you to 
everyone”

FERRYHILL PRIMARY 
School’s Ambassadors 
for Community Change 
recently met with Mal-
colm Grey from Livin 
to show him their Dog 
Poo Bag Dispensers 
which they have erected 
outside of Ferryhill’s 
schools.

They also wanted to 
thank him for the fund-
ing they received from 
Livin’s Community 
Regeneration Fund.

The Ambassadors for 
Community Change 
from Broom Cottages, 
Cleves Cross, Dean 
Bank and Ferryhill Sta-
tion put up temporary 

POO BAG SCHEME STILL 
GOING STRONG

The Ambassadors for Community Change with Livin’s Malcom Grey.

FERRYHILL SPORT and 
Education Centre is offer-
ing a week of fantastic fun 
for children during Octo-
ber half term. 

There is something 
taking place every day, 
including the very popular 
nerf camp.

Monday will see a sports 
camp for ages 5-8 years, 
between 11am and 2pm in 
the sports hall for just £5. 

Tuesday, Thursday and 
Friday are Halloween 
themed activity days 
including arts n crafts, 
cookery, games and lots 
more. 

They run from 10am 
-2.30pm and are £10 per 
day. 

Wednesday is the Hal-

loween themed nerf 
camp. 

Call the centre on 01740 
654123 to book onto any 
of the activity days. 

The centre is looking to 
provide more activities 
for children during school 
holidays over the next few 
months and would appre-
ciate some feedback or 
ideas from local families.

Call into Ferryhill Sport 
and Education Centre on 
Lambton Road, or call 
01740 654123. 

A spokesperson for 
the centre said: “We are 
excited to bring to you our 
Halloween holiday pro-
gramme and hope that the 
children enjoy the activi-
ties we are providing.” 

HALF TERM ACTIVITIES AT 
SPORT & EDUCATION CENTRE

FERRYHILL METHODIST 
Church will be holding its 
annual In Thanksgiving & 
Remembrance Service on 
Sunday 3rd November, at 
2.30pm.

The service, led by Rev’d 
Chris Humble, will offer 
everyone a time of quiet 
reflection to give thanks 
to God for those people 
who have meant so much 
to them, and whose mem-

ory will forever live on in 
their hearts.

There will be an oppor-
tunity for the names of 
loved ones to be read out 
and for anyone to light a 
candle or write a prayer in 
memory of loved ones, if 
they would like to. 

The service is open to 
anyone and light refresh-
ments will be served 
afterwards.

THANKSGIVING & 
REMEMBRANCE SERVICE


