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SPENNYMOOR TOWN 
Band will represent the 
North East at the National 
Mineworkers Champion-
ship, after raising £3,000 
and receiving a last-min-
ute donation from Craft-
er’s Companion. 

The brass band has 
been holding concerts 

and arranging fundrais-
ing events to reach their 
£3,500 target, which will 
cover the cost to attend 
the national competition 
in Skegness next January. 

On hearing that the band 
had raised £3,000, Sara 
Davies MBE, founder and 
creative director of Craft-

er’s Companion, and cur-
rently seen on television 
as one of the Dragons on 
the BBC hit show Drag-
ons’ Den, helped them to 
achieve their target by 
donating £500. 

Spennymoor Town 
Band, formerly The Whit-
worth Band, can be traced 

back to the 19th century 
and is one of the oldest 
brass bands in the coun-
try. 

Today, the band offers 
free tuition to anyone 
wanting to learn how to 
read music and play an 

DRAGON HELPS SPENNYMOOR TOWN 
BAND PLAY FOR NATIONAL TITLE

Sara Davies MBE, founder and creative director of Crafter’s Companion with Spennymoor Town Band vice president, Hugh Stephenson.

BRANCEPETH COMMUNITY 
Association are holding 
a table top sale on Satur-
day, 26th October at Bran-
cepeth Village Hall from 
10am until 4pm.

The tea room will be 
open all day for refresh-
ments. 

“The proceeds will help 
the association, Whit-
worth Church and other 
charities including St 
Cuthbert’s Hospice,” said 
Joan Taylor of the Com-
munity Association.

BRANCEPETH 
TABLE TOP SALE

FORMER COUNTY Archi-
vist, David Butler will be 
the next speaker at Tud-
hoe and Spennymoor 
Local History Society. 

Mr Butler is making a 
welcome return to the 
Society to give a further 
talk on the subject of 
Turnpike Roads around 
Spennymoor.

The meeting is on 
Monday October 28th 
at 7.30pm in St David’s 
Church Hall, Tudhoe. 

It will be preceded by 
a short Annual General 
Meeting.

HISTORY 
SOCIETY 
MEETING
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SEND US YOUR STORIES

If you have a story you 
would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
We are especially 
interested in good

news, be it personal 
achievements, local 

fundraising, community 
service or any other 

positive stories. Call us on 
01388 775896 or email 

spenny@swd.news

DISCLAIMER

Spennymoor News 
cannot be

held responsible for 
advertisers offering
goods or services. 

As a general rule we would
advise anyone not to 
part with any money

until an order has been 
completed to your
full satisfaction. 

All information is correct,
to the best of our 

knowledge, at the time of
printing. Spennymoor 

News accepts articles in
good faith and takes 
no responsibility for

errors and/or omissions.

Support your local 
community newspaper 

by mentioning the 
Spennymoor News 
when contacting 

advertisers.

You can read our 
sister papers online:

www.swd.news/chapter

www.swd.news/crier

www.swd.news/bishop

For more news from Spennymoor and across South West Durham visit: www.swd.news

16 Tenters Street
Bishop Auckland DL14 7AD

01388 330985 | www.abyte.co.uk

• PC and Laptop Repairs    
• Virus Removal
• Data Recovery
• Website Design

• Server installation
• Network setup
• Backups
• Cloud Services

BOSCH CAR SERVICE
Tudhoe Industrial Estate, Spennymoor, DL16 6TL

Introducing your new Bosch Car Service CentreIntroducing your new Bosch Car Service Centre

ELECTRICIAN
www.armstrong-electrics.co.uk

◊	 Fault	Finding	/	Repairs
◊	 Extra	Lights	and	Sockets
◊	 New	Fuse	Boards
◊	Rewires
◊	 P.A.T	Testing

I	WILL	ASSURE	YOU	OF	A	QUICK	RESPONSE	AND	A	REASONABLY	PRICED	SERVICE

Call	Gary	on:	01388	326050

Do	you	find	it	difficult	to	get	someone	to	
come	out	and	do	a	small	job?

◊	 Landlord	Inspections
◊	 Qualified	Electrician
◊	 Fully	Insured
◊	 Reliable	Service
◊	 Satisfaction	Guaranteed

VALLEY WROUGHT IRON
HIGH QUALITY GATES, WALL RAILING 
& GARDEN FENCES
Free Estimates & Advice
Experienced Tradesmen
Freindly, Reliable, Fast Service

Contact Stephen on 07976 554 046
Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
Web: www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

taken her story and that 
of responsible dog owner-
ship into the schools and 
interacted with children, 
some of whom had prior 
phobias, to educate and 
deliver the message that 
both the council and Stray 
Aid want to promote.  

“In return we would like 
to see the children speak 
to parents or guardians in 
the hope that they comply 
with the law i.e. micro-
chips, dog tags, poo bags, 
and health and wellbeing.  
After all they are the dog 
owners of the future.”

Mr Hoult added: “Work-
ing with Stray Aid has 
been great. It provides an 
exceptional on-site veteri-

nary facility and has many 
years experience in find-
ing caring new homes, for 
those dogs who have been 
unable to be reunited with 
their former owners.

“If you are thinking of 
bringing a four-legged 
friend into your life, why 
not look into rehoming 
a preloved pooch from 
Stray Aid. However, if you 
are looking to buy a puppy 
make sure it is from a 
reputable breeder who 
would ensure it has had 
its health checks and is 
microchipped.”

For more information on 
Stray Aid and to see the 
dogs waiting for adoption 
visit www.strayaid.org.uk.

THE NUMBER of stray 
dogs found in County 
Durham continues to 
decrease as partnership 
working keeps man’s 
best friend safely off the 
streets. 

Durham County Council 
in the past three years has 
seen a significant reduc-
tion of 29 per cent in stray 
dogs being picked up in 
the county. 

On 1 June 2017, a Public 
Space Protection Order 
for dog control came into 
force in County Durham, 
making it an offence 
to allow a dog to stray. 
If caught, a £100 Fixed 
Penalty Notice could be 
issued.

The council works along-
side Stray Aid, a charitable 
organisation which res-
cues and rehomes stray 
dogs and cats. 

In 2018/19 out of 702 
dogs picked up, 369 were 
returned to the owner and 
333 were taken to Stray 
Aid, comparing with a 
total of 986 dogs picked 
up in 2016/17. 

Ian Hoult, Durham 
County Council’s neigh-
bourhood protection man-
ager, said: “We know that 
folk in County Durham 
love their dogs and most 
look after them responsi-
bly, but we still have lots 
that end up straying. 

“It is the law to get your 
dog microchipped and it 
may help reunite you with 
your pet one day.”

As well as keeping dogs 

off the streets, the civic 
pride team joined forces 
with Stray Aid to develop 
Paws in the Playground, 
an interactive lesson 
which introduces chil-
dren to vital aspects of 
dog ownership and deliv-
ers important messages 
about strays.

To date the team has 
delivered the assembly to 
over 8,000 children along 
with community teaching 
dog Toffee. 

Lee Henderson, com-
munity engagement 
manager at Stray Aid, 
said: “Toffee is a former 
resident at Stray Aid, 
who was neglected to 
say the least. She has 

KEEPING MAN’S BEST FRIEND SAFE

Rosa Primary School pupils, Lee Henderson (Stray Aid), community engagement dog Toffee and 
Durham County Council’s Scoop the dog. 
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Established 1982www.walkertyres.co.uk

Great Deals on New Tyres 
Free Fitting, New Valve, Balance and Scrap Disposal

Huge Selection of Quality Used Tyres for Car, Van and 4x4

Spennymoor 01388 811468
Gateshead 0191 4911 422

24 hour Mobile Tyre Fitting (07931 526 741)
Alignment, Servicing, Brakes, Exhausts, Springs, 

Shock Absorbers, Batteries etc. 
All major credit cards accepted

Walker Tyres, Compound 4, Tudhoe Ind. Est. DL16 6TL

DONNA’S 
LION CABS
07447 733 110

Friendly, Reliable, 
Female Driver.   

Spennymoor Based. 
Bookings in advance 

advisable.

Garden Cutz
• PATIO CONSTRUCTION.
• FENCING.
• ROTARY CLEANING  
& SEALING OF PATIOS,    
PAVING & DRIVEWAYS.

• GROUND CARE & 
MAINTENANCE
Free no obligation quotation 

or advice, please call
01388 812886 or 07967 431821

jump up each year with no 
transparency on work tak-
ing place.   

One resident living on 
the Moorcroft estate in 
Spennymoor said: “On our 
estate we pay £148 a year 
to our management com-
pany, Greenbelt. They are 
named in our deeds so we 
can’t change them. 

“They are supposed 
to look after the public 
spaces, but when anything 
needs doing they charge 
us extra. 

“If there is dog waste in 
the litter bins, that’s extra. 

“If play equipment gets 
damaged, that’s extra. 

“We have no idea what 
the annual fee is spent on 
and we don’t have the legal 
rights to challenge it.” 

Ms Goodman introduced 
a Private Members Bill to 
tackle unfair maintenance 
fees in November last year, 
but due to the prorogation 

of Parliament last Tues-
day, the bill will no longer 
be allowed to progress 
through the Commons.  

Mr Healey praised the 
work of Ms Goodman, say-
ing: “Helen has done more 
than anyone in Parliament 
to lead the way on this 
issue. 

“There are some obvious 
answers, but they require 
a Government with a will 
to make changes, to stand 
up to the big developers, 
and to fix these problems.”

“There are three areas 
that we need to change,” 
he said. “We need legisla-
tion to give freehold home-
owners the rights to chal-
lenge agents, to hold them 
to account and ensure 
people only pay what is 
reasonable. 

“We need to get back 
to a model where public 
space is fully adopted by 
councils and not sold by 
developers as a cash cow 
to private management 
companies. 

“And ultimately, we need 
a way for councils to step 
back into estates like 
these. 

“We need to face down 
the vested interests here – 
all those sitting pretty with 
the legal powers in their 
hands.” 

HELEN GOODMAN MP 
hosted a visit from the 
Shadow Secretary of State 
for Housing, John Healey 
MP, to highlight housing 
issues in her constituency 
including empty homes, 
rogue landlords and rip-
off management fees on 
new estates.

At a public meeting at 
Whitworth Park Academy, 
Spennymoor, Mr Healey 
met with residents from 
new-build estates around 
the constituency to hear 
directly from residents 
about ‘fleecehold’ man-
agement fees affecting 
their lives.

Homeowners shared 
their experiences of buy-
ing freehold homes which 
they later discovered 
came with costly fees for 
site maintenance. 

These fees are uncapped 
and completely unregu-
lated, meaning that fees 

MP EXPLAINS ‘FLEECEHOLD’ RIP-OFF 
FEES TO SHADOW HOUSING MINISTER

Helen Goodman MP explains rip-off management fees to Shadow Housing Minister, John Healey MP.

instrument. It currently 
has 40 members in its 
first band and youth band, 
with ages ranging from 10 
to 82.  

Last year, the band rep-
resented the North East at 
the National Brass Band 
Finals of Great Britain. 

Hugh Stephenson, vice 
president of Spennymoor 
Town Band said: “We are 
delighted with this very 
kind donation from Sara 
and everyone at Crafter’s 
Companion. 

“As a former minework-
ers’ band, we are privi-
leged to be attending the 
National Mineworkers 
Championship, which 
helps preserve our won-
derful mineworking and 
brass band heritage. 

“We have worked hard to 
raise the funding required 
to attend so to receive 
such a generous amount 
to help us on our way is 
fantastic.

“It’s also great to be 
able to take some of the 
younger members of our 
band to help us represent 
our fantastic region at this 
national competition.”

Sara said: “As a busi-
ness, it’s really important 
to help to support local 
causes and to celebrate 
our region’s successes. 

“Brass bands such as 
Spennymoor Town rep-
resent an integral part of 
North East heritage so 

CRAFTERS HELP TOWN BAND
it’s fantastic that they are 
able to keep this wonder-
ful tradition alive. 

“I am thrilled that the 
band is able to compete 
in another national com-
petition and wish them 
the best of luck for next 
January.”

In other news, Junior 
members Michael Mac-
Donald, Harry Pears and 
Chloe Smith recently 
competed at the Durham 
County Brass Band Asso-
ciation Solo and Duet 
Contest held at Blackhall 
with Michael winning the 
Junior Solo up to 11 years 
section and Harry taking 
the runner up position in 
the up to 17 years duet 
section.

Tenor horn player Chloe 
(16), who currently holds 
the band’s Player of the 
Year award, competed in 
the up to 17 years group.

Hugh added: “It was 
great to showcase some 
of our younger members 
at a contest where the 
standards of playing were 
exceptional.”

Meanwhile, plans are 
well under way for the 
band’s Christmas Con-
cert, together with the 
Junior Section, which will 
take place in the Town 
Hall on Saturday 21st 
December at 7.30pm. 

Tickets, priced at £6 for 
adults and £3 for under 
16’s, are available from 
the Town Hall on 01388 
815296.

FROM PAGE 1

Ferryhill Roofing    
        Contractors

For all types of roofing, including flat roofing, 
guttering, facias & soffits 

Free Estimates - Over 35 years working locally
Call Trev on

01388 420152 or 07887 886558

S CRABTREE
Digital Aerials Fitted

Digi Aerials, DAB
Sky, Freesat, CCTV
No Hidden Charges.

No Extra For Cable Used.
I Will Beat Any Written 

Quote, Plus Network Your 
House & Tune In

Ferryhill based

0797 997 1541

TERRY  STEPHENSON  & SONS
- UNDERTAKERS -

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST.

COMPLETE FUNERAL SERVICE ARRANGED & 
PERSONALLY DIRECTED BY TERRY.

Golden Charter Funeral Plans

Tel: 01740 651350   Mobile: 0777 4704739
1B DUNNING ROAD, FERRYHILL.

Established 1845



For more news from Spennymoor and across South West Durham visit: www.swd.news Saturday 26th October 2019

4

Gordon Fletcher & Sons
Independent F amily F uneral D irectors

Charles Street, Spennymoor, DL16 7LG
 Tel: 01388 420276  Web: www.GFS.uk.com

24 hour personal service, 
We are here for you day or night

Private Chapels of Rest

Our own Mercedes Benz Funeral Fleets
Ask us about our personalised 
pre-payment Funeral Plans

We also have Chapels in Linden Road, Ferryhill (01740 650558) 
& Cobblers Hall, Newton Aycliffe (01325 319519)

Neil Bage
Bespoke Fitted Kitchens & Bedrooms

Complete manufacturing, design 
& installation service

Made to measure home offices

I n t e r i o r s

Visit our Showroom at Units 5 & 6, Tudhoe Ind Est, 
Spennymoor, Tel: 01388 819890 / 07966 478591

www.neilbagekitchens.co.uk

AERIALS

naylorsaerials.co.uk
0 1 3 8 8 7 2 0 9 9 4

Digital TV Aerial &
CCTV Installers

ü Competitive Price
ü Quality Materials
ü Fast & Reliable 

Cooper’s MOTs
Classes 4 - 7

Cars - 4x4s - Pick-ups - Vans up to 3500kg
Servicing & Repairs - Laser Tracking

Vehicle Welding Clutches - Brakes - Exhausts
Compound 5 Tudhoe Ind Est, Spennymoor, DL16 6TL

Tel: 01388 818800

Byers Green, was outspo-
ken in support of what 
Team Solan is doing.  

“She shared her experi-
ence of the need for this 
help and support many 
years ago, so was over 
the moon that it was now 
being provided. 

“Dev in Croxdale, Carol 
in Kirk Merrington, Ernie 
in Middlestone Moor, 
Anna in Tudhoe and Jill 
in Hett made similar com-
ments.   

Mark Solan explained 
that the aim of the coffee 
mornings is to provide 
easier local access and 
increased opportuni-
ties for those residents 
touched by, or aware of 
a family cancer diagno-

sis to hear and see what 
Team Solan comprises.  

A new round of free cof-
fee mornings will begin 
at Hett Village Hall on 
October 29th at 7pm just 
before the regular Hett 
quiz. 

Then it’s Croxdale Com-
munity Centre on Novem-
ber 1st, Kirk Merrington 
Community Centre at 
their weekly coffee morn-
ing on November 4th and 
Byers Green Village Hall 
on November 5th.  

The final two mornings 
are in Middlestone Moor 
on November 13th and 
in St David’s Church Hall, 
Tudhoe on November 14th.

All of the above will run 
from 10am until 12 noon.

TEAM SOLAN completed 
the first round of free 
coffee mornings in com-
munity halls in Tudhoe, 
Croxdale, Kirk Merrington, 
Hett, Middlestone Moor 
and Byers Green, in Sep-
tember.  

A spokesperson said: 
“Many thanks to all 
attendees, especially 
those with a cancer diag-
nosis and their friends 
and family who we met 
for the first time.  

“Thanks also to existing 
supporters and to those 
curious to know more 
about the Solan Connor 
Fawcett Family Cancer 
Trust.  

“Dorothy, who with Jen-
nifer looked after us in 

NEXT TEAM SOLAN COFFEE MORNINGS
The first round of Team Solan Coffee Mornings have proved popular.

FIFTEEN-YEAR-OLD ELLIE 
Parker from Spennymoor 
is inviting the community 
to An Evening of Music 
with Natural High and the 
Witness Choir at St Paul’s 
Centre, on Friday 22nd 
November at 7pm.

The entry fee to the con-
cert is £5, with children 
under 5 years free. 

Ellie is fundraising for 
the volunteering trip of 
a lifetime to Thailand, 
where she will be volun-
teering at an animal sanc-
tuary.

She will be looking after 
elephants and other res-
cued animals with a group 

ELLIE FUNDRAISER AT ST PAUL’S

Ellie Parker with her cousin, Lucy Woodgate, who took part in a 
sponsored swim to raise funds for Ellie’s trip to Thailand.

of fellow pupils and staff 
from Woodham Academy.

Ellie is required to raise 
in excess of £1,800 and 
has organised a number 
of events already, some 
with the aid of family.

Her cousin, Lucy Wood-
gate has helped by taking 
part in a sponsored swim 
which raised £380, while 
Ellie has also held a cof-
fee morning and recently 
completed a sponsored 
walk up  Scafell Pike, the 
highest mountain in Eng-
land.

Ellie’s trip to Thailand is 
set to take place in July 
next year.

Joanne’s Childminding
I am an Ofsted registered 

Childminder with wrap around 
care spaces available.  

I drop off and collect from  
St Charles & Tudhoe Colliery 

School, Spennymoor.  
Open 7-9am and 3-6pm, Mon-Fri.  
Also some holiday care available.

For more information, 
contact me on

07525 746 289
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Veterans Beer Token Scheme
To commemorate the centenary of the end of the First 
World War last year, I worked with some of the town’s pubs 
and clubs to provide our town’s military veterans with a 
free beer on Remembrance Sunday with the introduction 
of the ‘Spennymoor Veterans Beer Token Scheme’.  
This scheme went down very well with both those veterans 
that applied for their free Beer Token and the pubs and 
clubs that took part.
If enough veterans sign up for a free Beer Token, many of 
those pubs and clubs that took part last year have agreed 
to take part again this year with confirmation waiting on a 
couple of more pubs.  
A couple of more pubs and a café have also signed up with 
the latter preparing to give veterans a free non-alcoholic 
drink! 
I would like to ask any veteran that is interested in receiving 
a free beer token to contact me for further details via email 
at molloy418@googlemail.com or by mobile on 07961 753 
597.

Pete Molloy, Spennymoor.

Letters to the Editor...
Email: bishop@swd.news stating ‘Letter’ in the subject line.
Write to: Letters, Bishop Press, 3-4 First Floor Offices, 
Shildon Town Council, Shildon DL4 1AH.
All letters (including emails) must include the writer’s name, 
address, postal code and contact number and may be edited.
The maximum length for letters is 200 words.

10%
 

OFF ONLINE * 

LAUNCH OFFER
AucklAnd cAstle: 
Where FAith Meets POWer 
An untold story...

Re-opening 2 November 2019 
following major conservation
Auckland Castle Community Day 2 November 2019 
General Admission from 3 November 2019
Find out more: aucklandproject.org

Market Place, Bishop Auckland 
County Durham, DL14 7NP

*Advance ticket discount available online

FD12580_Auckland Castle_Bishop Press_140x195.indd   1 12/09/2019   13:33

Anne McGough and 
Glynis McKenna, she vis-
ited the unit recently to 
present the money to the 
team.

Pat said: “My care in the 
unit has been nothing but 
brilliant. 

“I knew that the chosen 
charity for my tea party 
this year had to be in aid 
of the services where I 
have been cared for.

“I’d like to thank all of my 
friends and family who 

supported it and donated 
their money.

“And I’d like to thank 
all of the staff who have 
done so much for me over 
the last few months.”

Breast care nurse Val 
Cross said: “Thank you 
so much to Pat and her 
friends for everything 
they have done.

“This money will go 
directly back into patient 
care to help us provide the 
best care to our patients.”

PAT WIFFEN, from Spenn-
ymoor, who hosts a fund-
raising community tea 
party at her home every 
year, has raised £1,200 for 
the unit which provided 
her expert care after she 
was treated for breast 
cancer earlier this year.

Pat chose to split the 
money between the 
breast unit and the radiol-
ogy department at James 
Cook University Hospital.

Along with her friends 

PAT’S COMMUNITY TEA PARTY 
BOOSTS BREAST CARE IN TEESSIDE

Pat Wiffen (fourth from left) with friends, Anne McGough, and Glynis McKenna and members of the 
breast cancer and radiology teams at South Tees Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust.
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Whether we are installing your full central heating system or 
completing a simple boiler health check, you can relax knowing 
that you are in the safest hands around.

Offering a great service to customers has its rewards, and we 
are proud to be partnered with many leading manufacturers. 

In turn, helping us deliver you the perfect installation.

At The Boiler Hero it is our mission to provide 
all our customers with an  A* rated level of 
service, each and  every time we’re called upon.

   Full Central  
Heating System

   Boiler Installation

   Boiler/System  
Health Check

Our Services

CONTACT US TODAY FOR MORE 
INFORMATION ON 03333 231131

Boiler fitted

£999from  
only

info@theboilerhero.co.uk

Unit 39, Enterprise City, Spennymoor DL16 6JF

65607 KH BH Open Evening Advert 192x290.indd   1 03/05/2019   2:59 pm

With the help of spell-
binding tricks, plenty of 
jokes and some catchy 
songs, the reception and 
key stage one pupils were 
given an important intro-
duction to road safety.

Topics covered included 
stop look listen; be safe, be 
seen; holding hands; safer 
places to cross; and how 
to use different types of 
light controlled crossings.

As well as the magic 
show, children have 
worked with professional 
artists to design 20mph 
signs and have acted out 
short road safety themed 
plays. Junior road safety 
officers have also been 
appointed to spread mes-
sages to fellow pupils.

To find out more about 
the project, visit www.dur-
ham.gov.uk/slowto20.

A MAGIC show packed full 
of potentially lifesaving 
messages has captivated 
hundreds of County Dur-
ham youngsters, including 
the pupils at Middlestone 
Moor Primary School.

Durham County Coun-
cil commissioned Allan’s 
Road Safety Magic Show 
to deliver the entertaining 
and interactive perfor-
mances.

ROAD SAFETY MESSAGE IS MAGIC
Alan Innes, of Allan’s Road Safety Magic Show, with Middlestone Moor Primary School pupils, from 
left, Lilly Mae Pattison, Sam Norris, Connor Cason and Scarlett Turnbull.

THE ST Paul’s Autumn 
Fayre will take place on 
Saturday 2nd November 
between 2 and 4pm at the 
St Paul’s Centre. 

There will be a wide 
range of stalls, refresh-
ments and a grand raffle 
prize draw.

St Paul’s Church has 
launched a new compe-
tition which will see the 
building filled with hand-
made angels in the run up 
to Christmas. 

The Festival of Angels 
competition is open to 

all ages and encourages 
local people to make an 
angel in whatever material 
they would like, including 
fabric, pottery or paper.

There will be prizes for 
‘the most angelic angel’ 
which will be announced 
during the Christingle ser-
vice on Christmas Eve. 

The angels should be 
brought to church on 
Saturday 14th Decem-
ber between 10am-3pm 
where they will be on 
display with many other 
angel decorations.

NEWS AND EVENTS AT ST PAUL’S

Joinery / Decorating
Brickwork / Paving
Tiling / Guttering

No Job Too Small
Free Estimates

Competitive Rates
T e l :  0 1 3 8 8  8 1 1 7 4 0

M o b :  0 7 9 4 0  4 9 3 1 0 6

R W LANDSCAPES
Grass cutting from £10
All  garden maintenance
Patios,  Drives,  Fencing

Power Cleaning
Tel Robert: 07841 395 743

Locally Based
rober twatson2018@gmail.com

KIRK MERRINGTON Com-
munity Centre will be 
holding its AGM in Kirk 
Merrington Community 

Centre on Monday 11th 
November to start at 
7.30pm.  All are welcome 
to attend.

KIRK MERRINGTON AGM
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SPENNYMOOR TOWN  COUNCIL 
CHRISTMAS TREE SWITCH ON 
SATURDAY 23RD NOVEMBER 2019 
At the Market Square, Spennymoor 

5.30pm Spennymoor Town Band Play Christmas 

5.45pm Spennymoor Youth Theatre Group Perform 

6.00pm Fire Show  
6.15pm  Goffy Presents  - Santa & Town Mayor                               

Switching on the lights 

Santa’s Grotto (Town Hall) 
10.30am-1.30pm Quiet time appointments 
for those with special needs ( Booking re-
quired telephone 01388 815276) 
2.30pm  - 5.30pm Drop in session All  
Children Welcome 

 

 

 

 

 

SANTA’S TIMETABLE  
10.30 AM TO 1.30PM 

Quiet time visits for children and adults with special 
needs. Appointment only. 

To book telephone 01388 815276 or call at the Town 
Hall reception 

2.30 PM TO 5.30PM 

Drop in session all children welcome 

SPENNYMOOR TOWN COUNCIL 

SANTA’S GROTTO    
SATURDAY 23rd NOVEMBER 2019 

Spennymoor Town Hall 
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and family around the 
world as well as making 
the most of other digital 
opportunities like saving 
money on utility bills. 

The initiative will also 
set up a host of social 
media groups that will 
help members keep in 
touch between meetings. 

It is estimated that up to 
2,000 WI members in the 
county are likely to benefit 
from the project.

Training will be delivered 
by volunteers from DCFWI 
at their Spennymoor 
base. The funding from 
believe housing’s com-

munity grant programme 
will be used to provide 
equipment such as a lap-
top, printer and projector 
as well as to purchase 
essential software for the 
project.

Vice-Chair of DCFWI, 
Sue Fox, said: “We are 
very grateful to believe 
housing for supporting us 
and our members across 
the county.”  

Full details of the believe 
housing community grant 
programme are available 
at www.believehousing.
co.uk or by calling 0300 
1311 999.

THE ISSUE of loneliness 
is set to be tackled by a 
new initiative, part funded 
by one of the region’s larg-
est housing associations.

Durham County Federa-
tion of Women’s Institutes 
(DCFWI) has launched a 
new programme of train-
ing in the use of social 
media, online shopping 
and smartphones to alle-
viate loneliness thanks 
to funding from believe 
housing.

The two-year Everyone 
Connected project will 
help WI members keep 
in touch with friends 

FUNDING TO TACKLE LONELINESS
Members of Durham County Federation of Women’s Institutes with Damian Pearson from believe housing.

Jubilee Close, Spennymoor
Spacious Four Bed Detached House, 
Lounge, Sitting Room, Kitchen/Diner, 
Master with En-Suite, Bathroom, 
Gardens, Detached Garage,  
EPC Rating C  £215,000

Front Street, Tudhoe
Spacious Three Bed Mid Terrace 
House, Lounge, Kitchen/Breakfast 
Room, Rear Lobby, Modern Bathroom, 
Front Garden, Rear Yard,  
EPC Rating D £94,950

Cleves Avenue, Ferryhill
Three Bed Semi Detached House, 
Lounge, Dining Room, Garden Room, 
Fitted Kitchen, Bathroom, Garden, 
Garage, EPC Rating E 
Chain Free £111,950

Cavendish Court, Ferryhill
Spacious Four Bed Detached House, 
Lounge, Kitchen/Breakfast Room, 
Utility, Master with En-Suite, Bathroom, 
Gardens, EPC Rating D 
£184,950

Wood Street, Middlestone Moor
Two Bed Mid Terrace House, Lounge/
Diner, Kitchen, Bathroom, Rear Yard, 
Pets Considered, EPC Rating D
1st Month’s Rent Free 
£325 PCM

Bede Terrace, Ferryhill
Lounge, Spacious Kitchen/Breakfast 
Room, Attractive Bathroom, No 
Smokers or Pets, EPC Rating D 
1st Month’s Rent Free 
£325 PCM

The Stable, Chilton Grange Farm, Ferryhill
Three/Four Bed Barn Conversion, 
Lounge, Dining Room, Kitchen, 
Bathroom, Gardens, No Smokers,  
EPC Rating D
£1,450 PCM

Watson Park, Spennymoor
Three Bed Detached House, Lounge, 
Attractive Kitchen/Breakfast Room, 
Master with En-Suite, Bathroom, 
Gardens, Detached Garage,  
EPC Rating C £149,950

Briar Close, Middlestone Moor
Two Bed Mid Terrace House, Lounge, 
L-Shaped Kitchen/Diner, Bathroom, 
Gardens, No Smokers or Pets, EPC 
Rating D
£350 PCM

St Andrews House, Spennymoor
Two Bed Ground Floor Apartment, 
Lounge, Attractive Kitchen, Bathroom 
with En-Suite, Bathroom, Allocated 
Parking, EPC Rating C
£62,000

Ripley Close, Spennymoor
Three Bed Detached House, Lounge, 
Kitchen/Diner, Utility Room, Master 
with En-Suite, Bathroom, Gardens, 
Garage, EPC Rating B
£174,950

Poplar Drive, Spennymoor
Three Bed Semi Detached House, 
Lounge/Diner, Fitted Kitchen, Conserv-
atory, Master with En-Suite, Bathroom, 
Gardens, Garage, EPC Rating D
£137,500

Abley Close, Middlestone Moor
Three Bed Semi Detached House, 
Lounge, Cloakroom/WC, Fitted 
Kitchen, Bathroom, Gardens, Two 
Parking Bays, EPC Rating B 
£132,000

Rock Road, Middlestone Moor
Three Bed Semi Detached House, 
Lounge, Dining Room, Kitchen, 
Bathroom, Gardens, Detached 
Garage, EPC Rating D
£85,000

Ridgeside, Kirk Merrington
Extended Three bed Detached 
Bungalow, Lounge, Kitchen/Breakfast 
Room, Garden Room, Bathroom, 
Gardens, Garage, EPC Rating D
Offers Over £239,950

11 Cheapside 
Spennymoor 

DL16 6QE 
01388 420444

ROBINSONS
w w w . r o b i n s o n s e s t a t e a g e n t s . c o . u k
SALES     LETTINGS     AUCTIONS     SURVEYS

Passed Away

CLASSIFIEDS

Derrick on October 18 
surrounded by his family, 

aged 87 years of Weardale 
Street. A devoted husband 
of the late Freda, a loving 

and cherished Dad of 
Christine and son-in-law 

Doug, a doting and greatly 
missed Grandad of Caitlin, 

and a dear brother and 
brother-in-law. 

Dunnington

Service to be held Monday 
October 28 at 3pm at 

Durham Crematorium. 
Family flowers only please.  

Services

Judith’s Cleaning Services.  
For all your home 
requirements including 
ironing, cooker cleaning etc.
Tel. 07950 210967

Contact us about a Classified
01388 775 896
spenny@swd.news

A MAN has died following 
a police pursuit in Spen-
nymoor on Friday 18th 
October.

A police spokesperson 
said: “At around 2:30pm 
today, officers from Dur-
ham Constabulary com-
menced a vehicle pursuit 
in the Spennymoor area 
involving a Nissan Prim-
era.

“Following a brief pur-
suit, the incident ended 
in a collision in Central 
Drive, Middlestone Moor.

“The driver of the vehi-
cle, who is not being 
named at this stage, suf-
fered fatal injuries.

“We have referred the 
matter to the Independent 
Office for Police Conduct 
(IOPC).”

MAN DIES IN 
POLICE CHASE
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the evening were donated 
to Jude along with raffles 
from prizes donated from 
local residents and busi-
nesses raising a grand 
total of £2,320.

Jude was diagnosed 
with the illness in April and 
will require at least three 
years of treatment which 
is currently on hold due to 
complications caused by 
one of the chemothera-
pies he receives.

Jude’s mam, Kerry said:  
“As parents we have been 
overwhelmed with the 
club’s support. Thank you 
to Gary Miller and Tommy 
Sproull and to Veronica 
Bolton and Agnes Height-
ley who sorted all of the 
raffles on the evening.”

Jude has a gofundme 
page for anyone wishing 
to donate. Visit gofundme.
com and search for ‘Jude 
Grayson’.

SPENNYMOOR WORKING 
Mens Club has raised 
over £2,000 for seven-
year-old Jude Grayson, 
who is receiving treat-
ment for Acute Lympho-
blastic Leukeamia.

An evening was held on 
Saturday 14th September 
with Betcha By Golly Wow 
performing and Jude 
even managed to make 
an appearance. 

All ticket proceeds for 

WMC RAISES FUNDS FOR JUDE
Members of Spennymoor Working Men’s Club with the fundraising cheques for Jude, centre. 

KIRK MERRINGTON 
Church will be holding is  
Remembrance Service 
and Act of Remembrance 
on Sunday, 10th Novem-
ber at 11am.

“The church will be 
beautifully decorated 
with poppies again,” said 
a spokesperson, “and 
everyone is welcome to 
attend.”

REMEMBRANCE SERVICE
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Bodytech automotive ltd
Class 4 & 7 MOTs
Servicing & Repairs
Timing Belts, Clutches
Diagnostics & Air Conditioning
Laser 4 Wheel Alignment

All Cars & Vans up to 3,500kg

Bodyshop with Class A Spray Oven for all vehicle 
and motorbike repairs & re-sprays

01388 811611  |  bodytechworkshop@outlook.com
Compound 18, Tudhoe Industrial Estate, Spennymoor DL16 6TL

Out of hours call available 
Call	Neil	on:	M:	07882	233	219		Tel:	01740	474	045

NC PLUMBING SERVICES
All plumbing requirements undertaken, 

from a drip to a full bathroom refit.
Complete Bathroom specialist

Full tiling and wall cladding service
Full Power Flush Service

Central heating problems repaired
No job too small

Andrew’s Roofing
Chimney Stacks - Ridge Tile 

Repairs - Brickwork Repointed 
- Flat Roofs - Slating & Tiling - 
Felting and Pointing - Repairs 

- UPVC, Gutters, Fascias, 
Soffits & Flat Roofing Specialist

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

A C C O U N T A N T S  &  B U S I N E S S  A D V I S O R S

F R E S H B U S I N E S S S O L U T I O N S . C O . U K
H E L L O @ F R E S H B U S I N E S S S O L U T I O N S . C O . U K

0 1 3 8 8  4 1 7 7 4 7

FREE Legal Surgery
Every Wednesday

4-6pm
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

(20 minutes free)

33 Cheapside, Spennymoor 
Co. Durham, DL16 6QF

Call: 01388 815317
spennymoor@evansco.co.uk

undertaken without the 
help of trained volunteers 
and Sedgefield Division 
are on the lookout for new 
volunteers to act as Case-
workers.  

The recent arrival of Bob 
and Christine Pearson 
from Spennymoor have 
made a welcome addition 
to the Sedgefield team, 
and as a former service 
family themselves, bring 
a huge amount of experi-
ence to the team.  

However you do not 
have to have been in the 
services to become an 
SSAFA volunteer.  

These days, SSAFA 
have identified that more 
and more calls for help 
are coming from younger 
veterans and we need 
younger volunteers who 
are able to relate to the 
problems they face once 
they return to civilian life.  

If that sounds like you 

and if you can spare two 
to four hours a week, have 
access to a computer and 
you are a good listener, 
then SSAFA would like to 
meet you.  

You can arrange for a no 
obligation meeting to dis-
cuss what becoming an 
SSAFA volunteer entails 
by calling David on 01388 
827346.  

Training is provided 
and, while volunteers 
are unpaid, all expenses 
incurred are covered.

SSAFA, The Armed 
Forces Charity is the old-
est service charity in the 
UK and has supported 
servicemen, veterans and 
their families since 1885.  

Spennymoor Veterans 
and their families in need 
of support can speak to 
them 7 days a week by 
calling the number above, 
or by email to durham@
ssafa.org.uk.

ON MONDAY 14th and 
Tuesday 15th October, 
SSAFA Sedgefield Divi-
sion conducted their 
annual Fundraiser in 
Asda Spennymoor, which 
brought in a staggering 
£522 for the charity. 

The Secretary of SSAFA, 
David Hamilton, said, “We 
are very grateful to ASDA 
Spennymoor and their 
customers who once 
again made our fundrais-
ing event a real success.”  

“So far this year SSAFA 
Sedgefield has made 
charitable payments total-
ling £34,500 to veterans 
and their families locally 
and this figure is expected 
to rise considerably 
before the end of the year.

“The funding we receive 
from events like this one 
ensures that our work can 
continue.”

Of course none of the 
help we provide can be 

ASDA FUNDRAISER HELPS VETERANS
SSAFA fundraiser, Mrs Greta Hamilton at Asda Spennymoor.

ALL SOULS’ Day at St 
Andrew’s Parish Church 
in Spennymoor is an 
opportunity to remember 
and pray for loved ones 
who have died.

There will be a sung 
Requiem Mass on Sat-
urday 2nd November at 
12 noon, followed by free 
soup and sandwich lunch 
in the church hall.

Names of the departed 
to be included in the 
prayers can be sent to the 
Priest in Charge, Fr. John 

Livesley, on 01388 814817 
or by email to johnlivesley 
1980@yahoo.co.uk, by 
1st November. Everyone 
is welcome.

On 10th November, there 
will be a Civic Choral Even-
song for Remembrance 
Sunday at 6pm, including 
beautiful reflective music 
sung by the church choir, 
followed by free buffet 
supper in the church hall, 
kindly provided by Spen-
nymoor Town Council. 
Again, all are welcome.

NOTICES FOR ST ANDREW’S

Half Moon Lane, Spennymoor DL16 6HQ

Steve would like to extend 

a warm welcome 

to customers old and new to  

his friendly establishm
ent

01388 205689steve.metcalfe@rocketmail.com

Pensioner Special 
Only £5.50 
Monday to Saturday  
Served 12pm till 2pm  
Includes free tea & coffee

Afternoon Teas
Only £7.50 2pm-5pm

Steak Night 
Only £22 
Thursdays 
Free bottle of wine & dessert 
each, with any 2 mains, 5-9pm

Parmo Night
Every Friday 5pm-9pm

SPENNYMOOR LIBRARY 
is inviting youngsters to 
go along and join them for 
some Spooky Crafts and 
Ghostly Fun on Thurs-
day 31st October from 
10.30am until 11.30am.

The session is for ages 4 
years and over and costs 
£1 per child. Booking is 
advisable as places are 
limited. Pop in to book or 
call the library on 03000 
269 531.

HALLOWEEN CRAFTING

Christmas Fayre 
From 1st December
All day, every day, Monday - Saturday
Large parties always welcome



Saturday 26th October 2019 For more news from Spennymoor and across South West Durham visit: www.swd.news

11

because she has lots of 
natural talent and ability 
and because she wants to 
succeed she has dedica-
tion and puts in the hard 
work.

“She has come on a lot in 
just the past three months 
with the England develop-
ment squad, where the 
coaches say she is one of 
the top girl boxers. She is 
one to watch.

“We’re really proud of 
her. It’s encouraging for 
the rest of the girls to see 
how well you can do with 
dedication and determi-

nation.” 
“We’d also like to thank 

you all coaching staff 
who have helped Macy to 
achieve her goals.”

The club is looking for 
a sponsor to come for-
ward with sponsorship for 
15-year-old Macy.

If anyone is interested, 
they can contact Robert 
by email at bestboxer58@
outlook.com.

The club’s next boxing 
show will be at Spenny-
moor Leisure Centre on 
Saturday November 9th, 
from 1pm, 

MACY GALLONE of Spen-
nymoor has repaid the 
faith shown in her by Eng-
land Boxing after winning 
her bout by unanimous 
decision when she com-
peted in the England v 
Scotland Dual in Glasgow 
recently.

The Whitworth Park 
School pupil joined the 
England Boxing devel-
opment squad earlier 
this year and  director 
of coaching at Spenny-
moor Amateur Boxing 
Academy, Robert Ellis, 
said: “Macy is doing well 

ENGLAND’S MACY IS ONE TO WATCH
Left to right: Davey Brown, Macy Gallone, Vicki Hodgson and Head Coach Robert Ellis.

FERRYHILL’S ENTER CIC 
theatre company is set to 
celebrate Spennymoor Set-
tlement’s founder and  first 
Warden, William G. (Bill) 
Farrell, and will fittingly 
premiere the new show 
at the Everyman Theatre 
on Wednesday 20th and 
Thursday 21st November.

The show will form part 
of a busy week for the 
theatre, which includes 
the Norman Cornish Illus-
trated Centenary Lecture, 
presented by Norman’s 
son-in-law, Mike Thorn-
ton, on Monday 18th 
November at 7pm.

Enter CIC’s production is 
entitled Settle North and 
will bring to life the lives 
of those who have passed 
through the Spennymoor 
Settlement.

From Norman Cornish, 
Tom McGuinness and 
Herbert Dees to writ-
ers such as Sid Chaplin, 
the ‘dramatic exhibi-
tion’ draws on extensive 
research to highlight the 
trials and tribulations of 

NEW PRODUCTION CELEBRATES 
SETTLEMENT’S FOUNDER

the Settlement’s great 
characters and events. 

A key focus is the work 
of Bill Farrell, the Set-
tlement’s first Warden, 
who was instrumental in 
inspiring everyone from 
the local community, 
some of whom would go 
on to become interna-
tionally acclaimed artists, 
despite going on to virtual 
obscurity himself. 

Settle North is a celebra-
tion of the Spennymoor 
Settlement, its proud min-
ing community and the 
artists who proved that 
anything is possible. 

Tickets are priced at 
£12 for adults and £10 for 
children and are available 
from www.ticketsource. 
co.uk/settlementeveryman 
or by visiting the thea-
tre on Saturday morn-
ings between 10am and  
11.30am.

Tickets for the Norman 
Cornish Illustrated Cen-
tenary Lecture are just £3 
and includes light refresh-
ments.

A SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE
Sunday	10th	November	2019,	10am

In	the	Town	Hall,	Spennymoor
Following the service at 10.45am, you are invited to assemble at  

the front of the Town Hall to march to the Cenotaph
 If you wish to lay a wreath at Spennymoor’s Remembrance service please contact 

Spennymoor Town Council on either
Telephone 01388 815276 or

Email: info@spennymoor-tc.gov.uk
Organisations/Individuals who do not register will have the opportunity to  

lay their wreath at the end of the service.

ARMISTICE DAY SERVICE
Monday	11th	November	2019	

In the Bandstand in the Marketplace, Spennymoor Town Centre 
where a 2-minute silence will be held at 11am

Settle North will premiere at the Everyman Theatre on 
Wednesday 20th and Thursday 21st November.
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News & Sport

15	Tudhoe	Industrial	Estate
Spennymoor,	DL16	6TL	

Tel:	01388	817691

Mon-Fri 8.30am-5pm, Sat 8.30am-2pm

3D FOUR WHEEL ALIGNMENT 
SYSTEM NOW AVAILABLE

CAR TYRES - COMMERCIAL TYRES - REPAIRS 
BALANCING - WHEEL ALIGNMENT 

MOBILE FITTING - FLEET MANAGEMENT

Local Accountancy & Taxation firm based in Spennymoor, 
Established Since 1983, looking after a range of businesses with 

Financial and Taxation Advice
Companies	|	Self	Employed	|	Partnerships	|	Financial	Accounts	
Tax	Returns	|	CIS	|	Payroll	|	Capital	Gains	|	VAT	and much more

Free	no-obligation	Consultation
 Tel:-	01388	815324

Address:- 29 Whitworth Terrace, Spennymoor, Co Durham, DL16 7LE
Email:- info@barrysummers.co.uk | Website:- www.barrysummers.co.uk

fed and entertained every-
one. 

“A big thank you also to 
all the parents and volun-
teers, without whom the 
junior section could not 
run so successfully.” 

Looking ahead to next 
season, the club welcome 
children ages 6-11 to get 
involved in their develop-
ment sessions. 

These start on 7th 
November at Spennymoor 
Leisure Centre 6-7pm at a 
cost of £2 per child. 

The sessions are a great 
way to introduce children 
into cricket and learn a 
new sport at a friendly, 

family focused club. 
Many children have pro-
gressed right up to under 
the 18’s.  

Tudhoe CC Junior 
section is also keen to 
expand and create a girl’s 
team next year to be able 
to compete in girl’s only 
tournaments. If there are 
any girls ages 7-12 inter-
ested, they are invited 
to attend the above ses-
sions. 

For further information 
contact the club directly 
by email at tudhoecc@
aol.com or contact 
Ian McGrath on 07906 
083552.

TUDHOE CC Junior sec-
tion ended their season 
on a high with their annual 
presentation evening 
recently, which was 
enjoyed by all. 

This year has seen sev-
eral successful social 
events, including a world 
cup event and family fes-
tival in September.

A spokesperson said: 
“The club would like to 
take the opportunity to 
thank everyone who has 
helped at these events, 
in particular Hockings 
Butchers, Mattison’s Bak-
ery and Ian Joseph Bra-
bon who have sponsored, 

SUCCESSFUL YEAR FOR TUDHOE JUNIORS
Tudhoe CC Juniors enjoyed their annual presentation evening recently.

CORNER 
ELECTRICS

For all your Electrical Needs

No Job Too Small
FREE QUOTATIONS
Discounts for OAPs
Tel: 01740 238944
Mob: 07725 205172

NEED	A	VAN?
JOHN’S	VAN
LIGHT	REMOVALS

ANYTHING	MOVED	
FROM	£10	|	LICENSED	
WASTE	CARRIER

01388	818286
07914	032280

BOILER SERVICING
INSTALLATION

 & REPAIRS
We do small 

plumbing jobs too! 

Ferryhill Based

Tel Paul on 
07967 679 998

The Penny Gill
SPEN NYMOOR’S 

MAJOR ROCK VENUE

17 CHEAPSIDE, SPENNY

Sunday 27th October 
HALLOWEEN  

ZOMBIE BEACH PARTY
 

LIVE MUSIC FROM 

BLAKK SABBATH 
PRIZES FOR BEST COSTUME 

FUNDRAISING FOR  
GREAT NORTH AIR AMBULANCE

GUTTER 
CLEANING

Gutters & Downpipes Cleaned

No Ladders Used
Soffits, fascias & conservatories 

cleaned
Gutters repaired and/or renewed

07519 376870
(local)

BV Services

07540 084 858

Garden Fence 
Maintenance 

 

Painting & Repairs
 

Spennymoor based

ClassicClassicClassic   

PIZZAPIZZAPIZZA   
Buy any pizza and get a same size Margarita pizza for only 49pBuy any pizza and get a same size Margarita pizza for only 49pBuy any pizza and get a same size Margarita pizza for only 49p   

   

   
Classic pizza Spennymoor opposite the town HallClassic pizza Spennymoor opposite the town HallClassic pizza Spennymoor opposite the town Hall   

   
                                    Tel: 01388 812422Tel: 01388 812422Tel: 01388 812422   

T & C ;T & C ;T & C ;   
Must ask when ordering, exclude XL, not valid on web or with any other offer or deal  

Margarita pizza 49pMargarita pizza 49p  

DURHAM LOCOMOTIVE 
Preservation Group’s 
annual Model Railway 
Exhibition is due to take 
place on Saturday 2nd and 
Sunday 3rd November at 
Spennymoor’s Whitworth 
Park School.

The exhibition will be 
open from 10am to 4pm 
on both days with 15+ 
model railways, trade 

stands, demonstrations, 
refreshments, free park-
ing and disabled access.

The group is a regis-
tered charity and all pro-
ceeds go to towards the 
renovation of its steam 
locomotive Norwood.

For more, contact Chris-
tine Foxton on 01388 
817907 or check out the 
website at wrlpg.com.

MODEL RAILWAY EXHIBITION

facebook.com/
spennymoornews


