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COMPETITIVE PRICES

BIG SIZE MENSWEAR  2XL TO 8XL
Park right outside 

our showroom 
and shop at 
your leisure!

SUITS
SHIRTS

TROUSERS
LONG TIES
T-SHIRTS
SHORTS

CARGO TROUSERS
JEANS

EVERYTHING FOR 
THE LARGE MAN

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

DART CHAMPS 
STEP UP TO 
THE OCHE IN 
FERRYHILL
FERRYHILL SPORTS and 
Education Centre is set 
to host some of the coun-
try’s best darts stars this 
week.

Suzanne Nixon, whose 
late husband Phill Nixon 
was  runner up in the 2007 
BDO World Darts Champi-
onship, has set up Snixy 
Events, a darts promotion 
company which hopes to 
bring some of the world’s 
best players to Ferryhill on 
a regular basis. 

The inaugural Men in 
Black exhibition will take 
place at Ferryhill Sports 
and Education Centre 
on Friday 27th Septem-
ber, with three friends of 
Suzanne’s late husband 
taking part: local profes-
sional Gary ‘Big Robbo’ 
Robson; Tony ‘The Silver-
back’ O’Shea; and Darryl 
‘The Dazzler’ Fitton.

For those who haven’t 
already purchased tick-
ets, they will be available 
on the door from 6.30pm, 
however to secure your 
ticket, organiser Suzanne 
requests that you contact 
her on 07373 036744 for 
prepayment and booking. 

Suzanne also com-
mented: “I must express 
my thanks to Kwik Cabs’ 
Mark O’Neil and The 
Manor House for their 
continued support and 
sponsorship.”

Residents are advised to purchase their tickets early, as the event is set to be extremely popular.

FERRYHILL FIREWORKS RETURN
FERRYHILL TOWN Coun-
cil is pleased to announce 
that, thanks to the success 
of last year’s event, it will 
once again be hosting a 
Fireworks Display at Dean 
Bank Recreation Park. 

This year the event will 
be held on Monday 4th 
November and will be 
managed by professional 
company, Stanley Events 

Ltd. 
The ticketed event, which 

is open to anyone will 
include show rides, music 
and refreshments. Gates 
will open from 5.30pm 
with fireworks commenc-
ing at 7pm.

Entrance to the Fire-
works display will be £2 
per ticket for residents of 
Ferryhill and £3 for anyone 

residing outside the town.  
Children under 3 years can 
attend free of charge. 

Tickets are on sale now 
from Ferryhill Town Hall 
and Ferryhill residents will 
be asked for proof of their 
address upon requesting 
tickets. 

Tickets are limited, 
therefore people are urged 
to purchase early as the 

event is expected to be 
very popular.

The Fireworks Display 
will be a strictly ‘NO PARK-
ING’ event. There will be 
a drop off point for disa-
bled residents, however 
arrangements for this ser-
vice should be made at the 
Town Hall prior to the day. 
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Support your local 
community newspaper 

by mentioning the 
Ferryhill & Chilton Chapter 

when contacting 
advertisers.

www.swd.news/crier
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South West Durham News 
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SEND US YOUR STORIES

If you have a story you 
would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
We are especially 
interested in good

news, be it personal 
achievements, local 

fundraising, community 
service or any other 

positive stories. Call us on 
01388 775896 or email 

chapter@swd.news

DISCLAIMER

Ferryhill & Chilton 
Chapter cannot be

held responsible for 
advertisers offering
goods or services. 

As a general rule we would
advise anyone not to 
part with any money

until an order has been 
completed to your

full satisfaction. 
All information is correct,

to the best of our 
knowledge, at the time of

printing. 
Ferryhill & Chilton Chapter 

accepts articles in
good faith and takes 
no responsibility for

errors and/or omissions.

You can read our 
sister papers online:

SPENNYMOOR
NEWS

www.swd.news/spenny

www.swd.news/bishop

Birthday Memories

In Memoriam Birthdays Classifieds
Classifieds cost 42p per 

word + £7.20 for an optional 

photograph. For more 

information call 01388 775896 

or email chapter@swd.news.

Acknowledgements
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 Birthday   Obituary
 Anniversary   For Sale
 Birth   To Let
 Congratulations  Services
 Appreciations  Acknowledgement
 Memoriam   Birthday Memoriam

CLASSIFIED FORM:
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3-4 First Floor Offices, Town Council Building, 
Civic Hall Square, Shildon, DL4 1AH 
Please note: All prices include VAT at standard rate.

Number of separate messages:..............
Message(s): Please write in clear BLOCK CAPITALS and continue on a 
   separate piece of paper if necessary
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Total number of words = ............
Amount x 0.42p, (includes VAT): ..........................
Photograph included? (£7.20) Yes        No
(if yes, please include a stamped addressed envelope if you would like your picture returning)

Total (inc. photo): ..........................................
PLEASE NOTE: Cheques should be made payable to: Community Newspaper Support CIC

Contact Name: ...........................................................................
Address: .....................................................................................
...................................................................................................
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Time comes and goes
But you will stay with us 

forever

William Hutchfield
25.9.2017

Julie & family

Three little words,
‘Forget me not’

Doesn’t seem much
But mean a lot
Just a memory
Fond and true,

To show dear brother,
We think of you

Craig Anthony Porter
21.10.75 - 28.9.13

Love Leah, Bill, Natalie, 
Michael, Ryan, Keira, Jude, 

Gracie, Millie & Evie
xx

Every day
In some small way
Memories of you

Come our way

Though absent
You are near,

Still missed, loved
And always dear

Craig Anthony Porter
21.10.75 - 28.9.13

We will love you forever,
Mam, Dad & Ryan

xxxxx

Happy 47th Birthday 
darling son

You are so sadly missed. We 
cry every day for the life 

you missed out on.
Your presence, and just a 
cuddle would mean the 

world to us.
Hope you’re happy with the 
Angels, and, in time we will 

all meet again.

Lee Sokell
29th September, 1972

Love you forever,
Your loving family

xxx

Happy 80th Birthday

Enid Ridley

Lots of love from 
Pam & Charlie

xxx

30th September

80!

Happy 80th Birthday Gran

Enid Ridley

All our love always,
Alyson, Bobbi, 
Danny & Jack

xxx

30th September

80 and fabulous
Love you millions Gran

Happy Birthday

Enid Ridley

From Adelle, Adam, 
Eboni & Eden

xxx

30th September

Thank you to everyone who 
attended Peter’s funeral 

and gave donations of £320 
to Sedgefield Community 

Hospital Fund.

Peter Christlow
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Local Accountancy & Taxation firm based in Spennymoor, 
Established Since 1983, looking after a range of businesses with 

Financial and Taxation Advice
Companies | Self Employed | Partnerships | Financial Accounts 
Tax Returns | CIS | Payroll | Capital Gains | VAT and much more

Free no-obligation Consultation
 Tel:- 01388 815324

Address:- 29 Whitworth Terrace, Spennymoor, Co Durham, DL16 7LE
Email:- info@barrysummers.co.uk | Website:- www.barrysummers.co.uk

Out of hours call available 
Call Neil on:

M: 07882 233 219  
Tel: 01740 474 045

NC PLUMBING 
SERVICES

All plumbing requirements undertaken
From a drip to a full bathroom refit.

Complete Bathroom specialist,
Full tiling and wall cladding service,

Full Power Flush Service.
Central heating problems repaired.

No job too small

as they work towards their 
accredited qualifications.” 

The young people of 
Enter were delighted to 
welcome Councillor Atkin-
son to The Enter Centre 
and were grateful for an 
opportunity to thank him in 
person. The young people 
are enjoying their new lap-

tops, which are currently 
being used to support 
Enter’s online safety cam-
paign for young people. 

For more information 
about performing arts 
at Enter CIC, call 01740 
655437 or message them 
on Facebook (Facebook.
com/entercic).

TALENTED YOUNG peo-
ple in Ferryhill got a boost 
recently when Councillor 
Peter Atkinson delivered 
a cheque for £1,527.90 to 
Enter CIC. 

The funding has enabled 
Enter to buy eight laptops, 
for young people in the 
area studying on its arts-

based programmes. 
Paul Flynn, Director of 

Enter CIC said: “This is a 
great boon to our efforts 
in providing excellent 
standards of performing 
arts and academic provi-
sion. Being able to work 
with modern technologies 
supports students’ efforts 

PERFORMERS ‘ENTER’ MODERN  
AGE WITH BRAND NEW LAPTOPS

Cllr Peter Atkinson presents a cheque for over £1,500 to Enter CIC members, which they used to purchase brand new laptops.

Parking in neighbour-
ing streets will also be 
restricted to residents 
only.

Security arrangements 
for the Fireworks Display 
will be heightened. Please 
avoid taking bags as Mar-
shals reserve the right 
to search all bags which 
could lead to entry delays. 

No sparklers, personal 
fireworks, alcohol or pets 
will be allowed and all 
children Under 12 must be 
accompanied by an adult 
at all times.

PLEASE NOTE: Dean 
Bank Recreation Park will 
be closed from 1.00pm 
until 5.30pm on the day of 
the Fireworks Display to 
allow the organisers time 
to prepare.

Mayor of Ferryhill, Coun-
cillor Joe Makepeace 
said: “For several years 
residents of Ferryhill 
requested that the Town 
Council, like other neigh-
bouring councils, host its 
own Fireworks Display. 
Finally, last year the peo-
ple of Ferryhill got their 
wish and were able to wit-
ness the town’s first ever 
fireworks extravaganza.  

“The event proved so 
hugely popular that it has 
been decided to host it 
again this year. Choreo-
graphed to music and with 
the addition of show rides 
and a range of street food 
caterers, this year’s dis-
play promises to be just as 
successful if not more so 
than the first.”

For more information 
about this year’s display, 
contact Karen Younghus-
band at Ferryhill Town 
Council on 01740 652157 
or email kyounghus-
band@ferryhill.gov.uk.

GET YOUR 
TICKETS NOW 
FOR FERRYHILL 
FIREWORKS

FROM PAGE 1

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01740 623333
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE
FREE

MEASURE & FITTING 

buy direct from the 
factory and save

www.siestablinds.com

Tenlands Care Home in Ferryhill recently invited residents to take part in a Scarecrow Display, by taking along their own 
creations. Laylah and Vincent Thompson contributed this fantastic Workman Scarecrow!
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housing manager at Ber-
nicia, said: “While we’re 
delighted to be pressing 
ahead with our long-held 
ambition to revamp this 
part of Dean Bank, we 
recognise that the streets 
of derelict, boarded up 
houses were once home 
to a vibrant mining com-
munity. As well as being 
part of revitalising the 
area, it’s great to be able 
to contribute to preserv-
ing the town’s heritage by 
giving the boards a new 
home.”

The other two surviving 
slates have been donated 
to the Miners’ Institute at 
Dean Bank, and the Min-
ing Museum in Spenny-
moor.

Receiving the ‘knocky 
up’ slate on behalf of 
Ferryhill Town Council, 
Mayor, Councillor Joe 
Makepeace said: “Knocky 

up boards are very much 
a part of the character of 
the old miners’ houses 
and are a much sought 
after piece of nostalgia. 
Sadly, there are very few 
of them around now. 

“The community and 
the Town Council are very 
proud of Ferryhill’s mining 
history and are very grate-
ful to have the opportunity 
to keep the story of the 
knocky up boards alive 
with Bernicia’s donation.”

Site preparation for the 
demolition is due to start 
this month with works 
continuing until February 
next year. Once complete, 
environmental improve-
ments funded by Durham 
County Council will take 
place, to ensure that the 
area is transformed into a 
public space that the sur-
rounding community can 
enjoy.

FERRYHILL TOWN Coun-
cil was pleased to receive 
a piece of County Dur-
ham’s mining heritage 
last week, after Housing 
Association Bernicia, 
which has earmarked 
33 rundown properties 
for demolition in the 
Dean Bank area as part 
of a £1m regeneration 
scheme, presented the 
town’s Mayor with one of 
three surviving ‘knocky 
up’ boards.  

The boards, which are 
made of slate and were 
used by miners to chalk 
on the time they wanted 
to be woken up by the 
‘knocky up man’ to make 
sure they arrived at the 
colliery on time for their 
shifts, have remained a 
character of the mining 
terraces since the last 
mine closed in 1968.

Gemma Alderson, 

FERRYHILL ‘KNOCKY-UP BOARDS’ 
SAVED FROM EX-MINERS’ HOMES

Housing Manager, Gemma Alderson presents Ferryhill Town Mayor, Councillor Joe 
Makepeace with one of the surviving ‘knocky up’ boards.

New Roofs, Slating, 
Tiling, Felt Roofs etc.

For all your 
roofing needs
Contact Lee

L & L Roofing Services

Mobile: 07970 381075
Home: 01740 653750

MEMBERS AND guests 
were given a very inter-
esting talk from Mark 
Solan from the Solan 
Connor Fawcett Cancer 
Trust at the most recent 
meeting of Ferryhill 
Women’s Institute. 

A spokesperson for 
the ladies said: “He 
explained to everyone 
how and why he started 
his charity shops for 
Cancer Support. 

“What an amazing man, 
and good luck to him and 
his team in raising as 
much as he can to help 
Cancer sufferers and 
their families to deal with 
this dreadful illness.”

The group’s next meet-
ing will take place at 

Dean Bank Community 
Centre on Wednesday 
2nd October at 6.30pm, 
when they will be enter-
tained by The Rainbow 
Singers. 

As this will be a Har-
vest Celebration, sup-
per will be broth and a 
bread roll, followed by the 
usual auction of produce, 
which is brought and 
bought back by members 
to swell funds.  

“This is always a fabu-
lous night and everyone 
always seems to enjoy 
the auction,” continued 
the spokesperson. “Look-
ing forward to seeing you 
all on Wednesday 3rd 
October. Every one will 
be made very welcome.”

W.I. MEMBERS ENJOY TALK 
FROM MARK SOLAN

DEAN BANK PARK REGENERATION 
WORKING GROUP 

Wednesday 2nd October 2019 at 6pm ** 
COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE
Wednesday 2nd October 2019 at 7pm **

REMEMBRANCE DAY MEETING
Wednesday 9th October 2019 at 6pm **

COUNCIL
Wednesday 16th October 2019 at 7pm **

EVENTS & COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
SUB COMMITTEE

Tuesday 22nd October 2019 at 6pm **
** Members of the public may attend this meeting

FERRYHILL TOWN COUNCIL
OCTOBER MEETINGS

TERRY  STEPHENSON  & SONS
- UNDERTAKERS -

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST.

COMPLETE FUNERAL SERVICE ARRANGED & 
PERSONALLY DIRECTED BY TERRY.

Golden Charter Funeral Plans

Tel: 651350
Mobile: 0777 4704739

1B DUNNING ROAD, FERRYHILL.

Established 1845

S CRABTREE
Digital Aerials Fitted

Digi Aerials, DAB
Sky, Freesat, CCTV

No Hidden Charges.
No Extra For Cable Used.

I Will Beat Any 
Written Quote, Plus 
Network Your House 

& Tune In
Ferryhill based

0797 997 1541

WELL BEING for life hosts 
a friendly drop-in every 
Thursday at Ferryhill 
Library, between 10am 
and 12 noon.

Support is available to 
help manage your weight, 

WELL BEING FOR LIFE 
THURSDAY DROP-INS

find out your BMI, blood 
pressure and share recipe 
ideas.

For more details contact 
Yvonne Frost on 07826 
884 647 or visit www.well-
beingforlife.net.
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poetry corner
As I grow old

By John Harbron, Chilton

As I grow old I’d like to be

In good health and carefree.

Kids grown up with their own home

But I don’t want to be alone.

Fleet of foot and sound of mind,

My own teeth and not too blind,

If I have to lose my hair

I’ll just pretend that I don’t care.

Growing old can still be fun

Country walks and seaside sun,

As I grow old around God’s acre

Not  yet ready to meet our maker.

Emma Waugh who have 
the important role of 
dance captain. 

“This is a huge achieve-
ment for the kids and we 
hope they enjoy the fan-
tastic experience. 

“We will keep members 
of the public updated with 
our results through Face-
book and The Chapter.” 

NDG offers the oppor-
tunity for dance competi-
tions to all of its members, 
as well as the chance 
to take dance exams 
in a range of subjects, 

after recently joining the 
Northern Counties Dance 
Teachers Association.

New Dance Generation 
are looking forward to 
another year of opportu-
nities and experiences for 
its dancers and would like 
to welcome any new start-
ers from they age of two 
and above to go along and 
give one of their classes a 
try.

You can contact NDG via 
Facebook or Instagram or 
by emailing newdancege-
neration@gmail.com.

NEW DANCE generation 
are back with a bang after 
a summer of rest. 

Classes recommenced 
in September and already 
children are learning new 
styles, preparing for com-
petitions and exams. 

From over 100 dancers 
in the dance school, a 
select few were chosen 
by their coaches to join 
the competition teams for 
the 2019/20 season.

A spokesperson for the 
group said: “Congratula-
tions to Chloe Beha and 

NEW DANCE GENERATION 
ARE BACK WITH A BANG

One of the teams selected from New Dance Generation to participate in this season’s 
competitions.

Dated: 28/9/2019

Helen Lynch
Head of Legal & Democratic Services

County Hall, Durham DH1 5UL

The Council on 25/9/2019 made the above Order under the Road Traffic Regulation 
Act, 1984 as amended, Section 14 (1) to prohibit all vehicular traffic from proceeding 
on Carlton St (north & south back), Church St (north & south back), Wensley Tce (east 
back on Commercial Rd), Commercial St (east back no’s 7-24), Linden Tce (rear no’s 
1-10), Cochrane Tce (rear no’s 1-24), George St (east back no’s 1-21), Surtees Tce (off 
Laurel Rd north back no’s 1-22), Duncombe Bank, George St front, to enable water 
main renewal works to be undertaken.  The alternative routes/access will be available 
to vehicular traffic via the front of each street. The maximum duration of the Order is 
18 months.  The proposed works are to commence on 1/10/2019 and are anticipated to 
be completed in 6 months. On occasions, alternative dates for closure may be necessary 
and these will be signed accordingly. 

(VARIOUS BACK LANES, FERRYHILL)
(TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE) ORDER 2019

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

Andrew’s Roofing
Chimney Stacks - Ridge Tile 

Repairs - Brickwork Repointed 
- Flat Roofs - Slating & Tiling - 
Felting and Pointing - Repairs 

- UPVC, Gutters, Fascias, 
Soffits & Flat Roofing Specialist

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

07733 555 330
01740 656 356

ANDREW HEAVISIDE
EPS

All Electrical and Plastering 
Work carried out in your 
home. Clean, Friendly, 

Reliable service, customer 
satisfaction no.1 priority.

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

John Vayro
Painter & Decorator

Tel: 07599 600 556
Locally Based

All aspects of  painting & 
decorating undertaken

Free Estimates
Over 10 years experience
Friendly, reliable service

TAXIS
SILVERCABS

07549 634 441

Local Driver
Anytime, Anywhere
Hospitals, Doctors, 

Airports, Train Station, 
Holidays, Shopping



7

Friday 27th September 2019 For more news from Ferryhill, Chilton and South West Durham visit: www.swd.news

A better you starts here   
Join between 26 – 30 September and pay nothing until November 2019*.

Visit your local leisure centre today and discover a range of fitness activities to suit you. 
Our great value multi-site gym memberships include a free one to one personal induction, 
access to over 95 fitness classes and free swimming within your membership group.

Join online at www.durham.gov.uk/leisurecentres

Follow us on     /DurhamThriveActive for news, 
events and special offers. 
*T&Cs apply

as his home. 
It prompted him to write, 

“It’s A Long Way From 
Ferryhill”, the story of an 
immigrant in Australia, 
the land of opportunity, 

and how he grabbed every 
opportunity he saw. 

Books are now on sale 
in Ferryhill Town Hall at 
a special price of £12 
each, with £5 from each 

ON FRIDAY 20th Septem-
ber, Deputy Mayor of Fer-
ryhill, Councillor Jacque-
line Cansella welcomed 
Cliff Atkinson, author of 
‘It’s a Long Way from Fer-
ryhill’, back to his home 
town to launch his autobi-
ography.

Cliff, who was accom-
panied by his wife, Lisa 
as well as his sister and 
brother-in-law, signed 
copies of his book for the 
local people who went 
along; some who remem-
bered him from his time in 
Ferryhill.

Deputy Mayor Cansella 
said: “It was a pleasure to 
meet Cliff, his lovely wife, 
his family and friends on 
Friday. 

“On behalf of Ferryhill 
Town Council, I wish him 
every success with his 
book.  

“The book is for sale at 
the Town Hall and Cliff 
has generously agreed to 
donate a portion of the 
proceeds from the sale 
of each book to the Town 
Mayor’s charities.” 

Cliff started life in Fer-

ryhill and wanted to share 
how, as a coal miner’s 
son, he was able to con-
quer all obstacles by gain-
ing a good education and 
choosing the whole world 

CLIFF’S A LONG WAY FROM FERRYHILL...

Cliff Atkinson pictured at his book signing on 23rd September.
sale being donated to 
the Mayor’s chosen char-
ities, which are the Solan 
Connor Fawcett Family 
Cancer Trust and Ferryhill 
Scout Group. 
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News
All about local people and events...

CHILTON’S GARETH 
Brown has completed 
his 2,000km charity 
cycle ride from the Bal-
tic Sea in Poland to the 
Adriatic Sea in Croatia, 
raising £1,738.79 in aid 
of research into prostate 
cancer.

The 28 year-old, whose 
father was diagnosed 
with the disease ten years 
ago, has financed the epic 
5-week cycle himself.

He said: “With it now 
being 10 years since 
my Dad was diagnosed 
with prostate cancer this 
means a lot. 

GARETH COMPLETES 
MAMMOTH CHARITY CYCLE

Gareth celebrates reaching the Adriatic sea.

“He is fighting fit now 
and I’m very thankful for 
everything that Prostate 
Cancer UK are doing 
to support this cause. 
Approximately 1 in 8 men 
in the UK will get prostate 
cancer in the UK at some 
point in their lives, there-
fore donating whatever 
you can would certainly 
go towards helping a lot 
of families. Thank you in 
advance.”

There’s still time to help 
Gareth reach his target 
of £2,000. Simply visit 
Just Giving and search 
for ‘Gareth Brown’, before 
choosing your donation 
amount.

Just £10 pays for one 
hour of a research assis-
tant’s time, providing 
valuable support in labo-
ratory settings and help-
ing research projects run 
smoothly.

Grass cutting and garden 
maintenance, with over 200 

lawns cut locally with an 
average price of just £6.50

Patios, Drives and Fencing
For a Free  

No Obligation Estimate call  
John Paul Elsdon on 

077030 10042

34, Gordon Terrace
Ferryhill DL17 8AU

Ground
Dezign

ELECTRICIAN
www.armstrong-electrics.co.uk

◊	 Fault Finding / Repairs
◊	Extra Lights and Sockets
◊	New Fuse Boards
◊	Rewires
◊	P.A.T Testing
◊	 Landlord Inspections
◊	 Qualified	Electrician
◊	 Fully Insured
◊	Reliable Service
◊	Satisfaction Guaranteed

I WILL ASSURE YOU OF A QUICK 
RESPONSE AND A REASONABLY 

PRICED SERVICE
Call Gary on:

01740 474050

Do	you	find	it	difficult	to	get	
someone to come out 

and do a small job?

which are taking place on 
various dates from now 
until Friday, 1st November.

Sessions will be taking 
place on Thursday 3rd 
October in Ferryhill Library 
(9.30am - 11.30am) and 
Chilton Library (1pm - 
3pm) with Dawn Belshaw.

As well as building 
excitement for Lumiere 
and spreading the joy of 
creativity, the Bottle Fes-
toon workshops aim to 
raise awareness of plastic 
pollution.  

In the UK, 38.5 million 
plastic bottles are used 
and discarded every day 
and only half of them are 
recycled. This means 
more than 16 million bot-
tles are put into landfill, 
burnt or thrown into our 
oceans every day.

Cllr Joy Allen, Cabinet 
member for transforma-
tion, culture and tourism 
at Durham County Coun-
cil, said: “Bottle Festoon 
is such a fantastic pro-
ject because by creating 
something beautiful out 
of plastic waste, it will 
make people think twice 
before buying anything in 
a plastic bottle or throw-
ing their plastic packages 
and bottles into the bin. 

“It is also bringing peo-
ple together, which is such 

an important part of Lum-
iere. The festival attracts 
visitors from across the 
region and beyond, which 
is truly wonderful, but, ulti-
mately Lumiere belongs 
to the people of County 
Durham. This is their fes-
tival and our community 
outreach programme cel-
ebrates this and encour-
ages residents of all ages 
to get involved.”

Those who attend one 
of the workshops are 
encouraged to bring along 
used plastic bottles from 
home. Green and clear 
bottles are preferred, 
but other colours can be 
incorporated. Similarly, 
two-litre plastic bottles 
are preferable but one litre 
and 500 millilitre bottles 
can also be used. 

All bottles should be 
rinsed with hot water and 
labels should be removed.

Bottle Festoon is sup-
ported by County Durham 
Community Foundation, 
St Margaret’s Centre Dur-
ham and Hays Travel. 
Community engagement 
at Lumiere is sponsored 
by Motorpoint.

To find out the dates and 
times of all of the Bottle 
Festoon workshops, visit 
www.durham.gov.uk/
libraryactivities.

PLASTIC BOTTLES will be 
transformed into a unique 
and eco-friendly art instal-
lation when communities 
across County Durham 
come together ahead of 
Lumiere, the UK’s largest 
light festival.

Durham County Coun-
cil’s community arts team 
has organised a series 
of creative workshops, 
including in Chilton and 
Ferryhill, that will give res-
idents the opportunity to 
contribute to the festival 
before it returns to Dur-
ham in November.

Commissioned by Dur-
ham County Council and 
produced by Artichoke, 
the 10th anniversary edi-
tion of the Lumiere takes 
place from 14th to 17th 
November.

The free sessions are 
taking place at all coun-
cil-run libraries and will 
see schoolchildren, com-
munity groups and fami-
lies turn used green and 
white plastic bottles into 
glittering, icicle-like chan-
deliers. Their finished 
creations will form part of 
Bottle Festoon, a spectac-
ular art installation.

Professional artists Kay 
Henderson, Vicky Hol-
brough and Dawn Belshaw 
will lead the workshops, 

TRANSFORMING PLASTIC WASTE 
INTO GLITTERING WORKS OF ART

Children show off their creations during the workshop at Seaham Library.

FERRYHILL ROOFING 
CONTRACTORS LTD

For all aspects of roofing

- New roofs - roof repairs - 

slating - felt roofs etc.

Contact Trevor Elsdon on

01388 420152 
or  0788 788 6558


