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DURHAM COUNTY Coun-
cil leaders have congrat-
ulated a member of staff 
on 50 years of service 
with the authority.

Sixty-five-year-old vehi-
cle maintenance fitter, 
Michael Stevens, joined 
Durham City Council, 
which later merged into 
the current county coun-
cil, in 1969 as a 15-year-
old apprentice and stayed 
for half a century.

Chief executive of the 
council, Terry Collins, 
and head of environment, 

Oliver Sherratt, joined 
Michael and his col-
leagues for a much-de-
served celebration, to 
congratulate him for his 
hard work and dedication.

Michael, from Croxdale, 
was presented with a 
certificate and shopping 
voucher as a thank you for 
his and long service. 

Mr Collins said: “I was 
delighted to present 
Michael with his certifi-
cate and to thank him per-
sonally for his outstand-
ing service. Fifty years 

is an incredible achieve-
ment. The council wishes 
him well for his future 
retirement.”

Mr Sherratt said: “Over 
50 years Michael has 
amassed considerable 
experience and expertise 
in the maintenance and 
care of the council’s fleet 
to keep them on the road. 
He is highly regarded by 
all his work colleagues, 
who delight in him reach-
ing this remarkable mile-
stone, and wish him all 
the very best.”

Michael, who is a tal-
ented rower and repre-
sented Durham in the 
Rowing World Masters, 
will retire in September 
and is looking forward to 
spending more time on 
the water and sharing his 
free time with wife Dianne 
and his grandchildren.

Michael said: “I’ve 
enjoyed working here. 
That’s why I’ve stayed for 
50 years but when I do 
retire, I am looking for-
ward to concentrating on 
more rowing and cycling.”

MICHAEL CELEBRATES FIFTY YEARS 
Michael (centre) with Oliver Sherratt (left), head of environment, Durham County Council CEO, Terry Collins and work colleagues. 

SPENNYMOOR CANCER 
charity, Team Solan, has 
announced the dates of 
its forthcoming free cof-
fee mornings across the 
local community.

The regular coffee 
mornings for residents 
are set to be launched 
next week on Thursday 
19th September in St 
David’s Church Hall, Tud-
hoe Lane, from 10am until 
12 noon.

Now dates and ven-
ues for additional coffee 
mornings throughout 
September have been 
released, all of which will 
take place from 10am 
until 12 noon.

On Friday 20th Septem-
ber, the charity will be 
at Croxdale Community 
Centre, then at Kirk Mer-
rington Community Cen-
tre on Monday 23rd.

Next will be Hett Village 
Hall on Wednesday 25th, 
Middlestone Moor Com-
munity Centre on Friday 
27th and finally, Byers 
Green Village Hall on 
Tuesday 1st October. 

“Everyone is welcome to 
go along,” said a spokes-
person.

TEAM SOLAN 
COMMUNITY 
COFFEE 
MORNING
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SEND US YOUR STORIES

If you have a story you 
would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
We are especially 
interested in good

news, be it personal 
achievements, local 

fundraising, community 
service or any other 

positive stories. Call us on 
01388 775896 or email 

spenny@swd.news

DISCLAIMER

Spennymoor News 
cannot be

held responsible for 
advertisers offering
goods or services. 

As a general rule we would
advise anyone not to 
part with any money

until an order has been 
completed to your
full satisfaction. 

All information is correct,
to the best of our 

knowledge, at the time of
printing. Spennymoor 

News accepts articles in
good faith and takes 
no responsibility for

errors and/or omissions.

Support your local 
community newspaper 

by mentioning the 
Spennymoor News 
when contacting 

advertisers.

You can read our 
sister papers online:

www.swd.news/chapter

www.swd.news/crier

www.swd.news/bishop

For more news from Spennymoor and across South West Durham visit: www.swd.news

ELECTRICIAN
www.armstrong-electrics.co.uk

◊	 Fault	Finding	/	Repairs
◊	 Extra	Lights	and	Sockets
◊	 New	Fuse	Boards
◊	Rewires
◊	 P.A.T	Testing

I	WILL	ASSURE	YOU	OF	A	QUICK	RESPONSE	AND	A	REASONABLY	PRICED	SERVICE

Call	Gary	on:	01388	326050

Do	you	find	it	difficult	to	get	someone	to	
come	out	and	do	a	small	job?

◊	 Landlord	Inspections
◊	 Qualified	Electrician
◊	 Fully	Insured
◊	 Reliable	Service
◊	 Satisfaction	Guaranteed

Out of hours call available 
Call	Neil	on:	M:	07882	233	219		Tel:	01740	474	045

NC PLUMBING SERVICES
All plumbing requirements undertaken, 

from a drip to a full bathroom refit.
Complete Bathroom specialist

Full tiling and wall cladding service
Full Power Flush Service

Central heating problems repaired
No job too small

In Memoriam

It’s been one year since 
we lost you, there’s not a 

day goes by we don’t think 
about you

Turner
(nee Patricia Shirley)

September 15th

Love Nigel & son Louis
xx

Treasured memories of 
a dear husband, dad and 

grandad

Ken Stephenson
15.09.10

Forever in our thoughts,
Edna, Paula, John, Trevor, 

Shirley & families

A little cry both true and 
tender, because we will 

always remember

Turner
(nee Patricia Shirley)

Gloria
x

Passed Away

Loving wife of the late 
Harry, dearly loved mam 
of Christopher, John and 

Micheal. Also a dearly loved 
mother-in-law, nana, great 
nana, aunt and good friend 

to many

Johnson
27th August, peacefully, 

Maureen (Mo) 
(nee Pickering) 

Aged 73 years of Tudhoe

Will friends please meet 
for service at Wear Valley 

Crematorium, Coundon, on 
Monday 16th September at 

12.30pm.

CLASSIFIEDS

“Rosa Street Primary 
School has transformed 
into a school that has 
above national results 
across all subjects. 

“Children love coming 
to our school and enjoy a 
wide range of extra-cur-
ricular activities.

“Come and see how we 
have changed in recent 
years.”

The picnic takes place 
between 10.30am and 
12.30pm on Saturday 
14th September, when 
there will also be a 
bouncy castle, ice cream, 
den building and photo-
graphs with Peppa and 
George.

For more information 
visit www.rosastreet.dur 
ham.sch.uk. 

ROSA STREET Primary 
School is inviting families 
with children under five 
years-old to a picnic with 
Peppa and George.

The event will give 
families looking for the 
right school the chance 
to meet staff and pupil 
ambassadors and take a 
look around the school.

A spokesperson said: 

PICNIC WITH PEPPA AND GEORGE
The picnic will take pace at Rosa Street Primary School on Saturday 14th September.

This  week  in  History
11 September 1973
Chile’s armed forces 
murder President 
Salvador Allende, the 
first democratically 
elected Marxist leader 
in Latin America in a 
coup d’état against 
the government.

14 September 1959
A Soviet rocket 
crashes into the 
moon’s surface, 
becoming the first 
man-made object sent 
from earth to reach 
the lunar surface.

12 September 1940
Near Montignac, France, 
a collection of prehis-
toric cave paintings 
are discovered by 
four teenagers who 
stumbled upon the 
ancient artwork when 
they followed their dog 

15 September 1978
Muhammad Ali 
defeats Leon Spinks 
in New Orleans to 
win the world heav-
yweight boxing title 
for the third time in 
his career, the first 
fighter ever to do so.

13 September 1916
Roald Dahl, author of 
Charlie and the Choc-
olate Factory (1964), 
James and the Giant 
Peach (1961) and, 
among others, Disney 
story, The Gremlins is 
born in South Wales.

16 September 1620
The Mayflower sails 
from Plymouth, bound 
for the New World 
with 102 passengers. 
The ship was headed 
for Virginia but, after 
storms, ended up in 
Massachusetts.



Saturday 14th September 2019 For more news from Spennymoor and across South West Durham visit: www.swd.news

3

Established 1982www.walkertyres.co.uk

Great Deals on New Tyres 
Free Fitting, New Valve, Balance and Scrap Disposal

Huge Selection of Quality Used Tyres for Car, Van and 4x4

Spennymoor 01388 811468
Gateshead 0191 4911 422

24 hour Mobile Tyre Fitting (07931 526 741)
Alignment, Servicing, Brakes, Exhausts, Springs, 

Shock Absorbers, Batteries etc. 
All major credit cards accepted

Walker Tyres, Compound 4, Tudhoe Ind. Est. DL16 6TL

Neil Bage
Bespoke Fitted Kitchens & Bedrooms

Complete manufacturing, design 
& installation service

Made to measure home offices

I n t e r i o r s

Visit our Showroom at Units 5 & 6, Tudhoe Ind Est, 
Spennymoor, Tel: 01388 819890 / 07966 478591

www.neilbagekitchens.co.uk

GUTTER 
CLEANING

Gutters & Downpipes Cleaned

No Ladders Used
Soffits, fascias & conservatories 

cleaned
Gutters repaired and/or renewed

07519 376870
(local)

R W LANDSCAPES
Grass cutting from £10
All  garden maintenance
Patios,  Drives,  Fencing

Power Cleaning
Tel Robert: 07841 395 743

Locally Based
rober twatson2018@gmail.com

The Penny Gill
SPEN NYMOOR’S 

MAJOR ROCK VENUE

17 CHEAPSIDE, SPENNY

Sunday 15th September
DIRTY SOUTH

Friday 20th September
REPERTOIRE DOGS

Sunday 22nd September
BORN VILLAINS

Friday 27th September
DEEP PURPLE & ROCK SUN

FREE Legal Surgery
Every Wednesday

4-6pm
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

(20 minutes free)

33 Cheapside, Spennymoor 
Co. Durham, DL16 6QF

Call: 01388 815317
spennymoor@evansco.co.uk

venues are taking place in 
this 25th celebratory year, 
which is guaranteed to be 
the biggest and best yet. 
There’s loads to see and 
do across the ten days 
including many opportu-
nities to participate, from 
short visits to full days 
out.”

Highlights of the festival 
include an opportunity to 
visit Consett’s Allensford 
Blast Furnace, the earliest 
surviving ore-roasting kiln 
in Britain, cheese making 
in Butterknowle, Tees-
dale and a walk-through 
art installation, featuring 
lights and inflatables, at 
Peterlee’s Apollo Pavilion. 

In Barnard Castle peo-
ple can find out about the 
town’s grade I listed Mar-

ket Cross and its past life 
as a fire station, town hall, 
court house and sales 
venue.

The Bob Abley Art Gal-
lery at Spennymoor Town 
Hall is also taking part in 
the event, with its stun-
ning exhibition of perma-
nent art work and prints. 
Twenty of the region’s top 
artists will also be exhibit-
ing at the gallery.

All activities are free, 
but booking is required 
for some tours and activ-
ities.

For full event details, 
including booking details, 
pick up a brochure from a 
council Customer Access 
Point or library, or visit 
www.durham.gov.uk/her-
itageopendays.

PEOPLE CAN enjoy free 
access to more than 80 
venues across County 
Durham next month, as 
part of England’s largest 
festival of history and cul-
ture.

Heritage Open Days cel-
ebrates its 25th anniver-
sary this year and, to mark 
the occasion, the event 
has been extended from 
its usual long weekend 
to ten consecutive days, 
between Friday 13th and 
Sunday 22nd September.

The annual celebration 
of the country’s fantastic 
architecture, parks, gar-
dens and culture, offers 
free access to properties 
that may usually be closed 
to the public or may nor-
mally charge an admis-

sion fee.
From stone masonry 

demonstrations to 
cheese-making tours, 
County Durham’s Heritage 
Open Days programme is 
cram packed with a wide 
range of tours, events 
and activities designed to 
bring local history and cul-
ture to life.

Cllr Joy Allen, Cabinet 
member for transforma-
tion, culture and tourism, 
said: “Heritage Open Days 
is a great way for people 
to learn about County 
Durham’s past and fam-
ilies can make the most 
of these events for a great 
free day out. 

“As well as the usual fan-
tastic range of activities, 
a host of new events and 

EXPLORE FOR FREE WITH COUNTY 
DURHAM HERITAGE OPEN DAYS

There’s also a chance to learn about significant historical remains such as those at Binchester Roman Fort.

IT’S TIME to dust off 
those dancing shoes and 
take your partners for a 
Ceilidh at St Paul’s Centre 
on Saturday 21st Septem-
ber.

The dancing will be led 
by music from Blind Panic 
with proceedings getting 
underway at 7:30pm.

Tickets are £8.50 for 
adults and £4.50 for  chil-
dren under 13.

Tickets, which include 
a pie and pea supper, 
can be purchased at The 
Whistling Teapot or by 
calling 01388 813404.

Dietary needs can be 
catered for as long as 
the venue is notified in 
advance. 

Patrons are requested 
to bring your own drinks.

TAKE YOUR 
PARTNERS...

THE ANGLO-ZULU War of 
1879 is the subject of the 
next talk at Spennymoor 
Probus Club, given by 
Chris Robinson.

The talk will take place 
at 10am on Tuesday Sep-
tember 24th at the usual 
meeting place of Tudhoe 
Cricket Club, where there 
is ample free car parking. 

New members and 
visitors, both male and 
female, are warmly wel-
comed.

ZULU WARS AT 
SPENNYMOOR 
PROBUS

Cooper’s MOTs
Classes 4 - 7

Cars - 4x4s - Pick-ups - Vans up to 3500kg
Servicing & Repairs - Laser Tracking

Vehicle Welding Clutches - Brakes - Exhausts
Compound 5 Tudhoe Ind Est, Spennymoor, DL16 6TL

Tel: 01388 818800



For more news from Spennymoor and across South West Durham visit: www.swd.news Saturday 14th September 2019

4

gold
anniversary
all-new

pack

plus

FREE
membership*

*when you buy a 12-week 
Countdown 23rd Dec 2018 

to 19th Jan 2019

withSlimming World

slimmingworld.co.uk 0344 897 8000

be delicious!
MONDAY 

5:30 & 7:30pm
Middlestone Moor
Community Centre

Claire 07779 107274

TUESDAY 
5:30pm 7:30pm

Coundon Welfare Hall
Judith 07973 460919

THURSDAY 
3:30pm, 5:30pm & 7:30pm

Spennymoor 
Youth Centre 

Davina 07920 859665

WEDNESDAY 
9:30am 11:30am

Coundon Welfare Hall
Judith 07973 460919

WEDNESDAY 
 5:30pm 

Middlestone Moor
Community Centre
Zoe 07760 226278

FRIDAY 
9:30am & 11:30am

Spennymoor 
Youth Centre

Claire 07779 107274

SATURDAY 
8:30am & 10:30am

Spennymoor 
Youth Centre

Zoe 07760 226278            

For 
self-employed 

career 
opportunities 

Contact 
Davina 

 

07920 859 665

TUESDAY 
9:30am & 11:30am
Middlestone Moor
Community Centre

Claire 07779 107274

nesses in our area. 
“Whether someone is 

interested in grant sup-
port, preventing cyber-at-
tacks, cutting the costs 
of card transactions, 
or even brushing up 
on social media skills, 
this business breakfast 
should offer something 
useful.”

The event will con-
sist of a series of short 
presentations from each 
organisation and a mini 
training session on social 
media for businesses.

At the end of the event 
there will also be the 
opportunity for attend-
ees to network with other 
businesses and to share 
insights with Ms Good-
man. 

Stephen Fenwick, a 
Digital Advisor at Digital 
Drive County Durham 
said: “Digital Drive is a 
programme designed to 
help businesses across 
County Durham to drive 
their business forward 
and do more with digital 
technology. 

“We do this by offering 
fully-funded business 

support, events and 
grant funding for eligible 
businesses across the 
County. 

“I am looking forward to 
the event in Spennymoor 
to tell people all about 
our programme in detail 
and offer some hints and 
tips on social media too.” 

Jon Hudson, Regional 
Cyber Protect & Prepare 
Officer at the North East 
Regional Special Oper-
ations Unit (NERSOU) 
Cyber Crime Unit said: 
“I am delighted to be 
invited to support the 
Digital Support for Busi-
nesses event. 

“Our ultimate aim is to 
reduce the likelihood of 
businesses falling foul 
of cyber-attacks in the 
North East, and by doing 
the basics, we can go a 
long way to achieving 
that.”

Registration for this 
event is now open. Busi-
nesses can sign up for 
free at www.eventbrite.
co.uk/e/digital-support- 
for-business-breakfast- 
event-registration-70633 
682245.

SPENNYMOOR’S MP, 
Helen Goodman, is host-
ing a breakfast event to 
help local businesses get 
the most out of digital 
technologies. 

The free event offers 
a whistle-stop tour to 
the support, funding 
and training opportuni-
ties available to small 
businesses from Digital 
Drive County Durham, 
the police regional cyber-
crime unit, and payment 
technology company 
Square.

The event will take place 
at Spennymoor Town 
Hall on Monday 16th Sep-
tember from 8.30am to 
10.30am. 

“There is a lot of sup-
port out there to help 
small businesses thrive, 
but often, people just 
don’t have the time to 
track down each pro-
ject and find out what’s 
involved,” said Ms Good-
man. 

“This event will bring 
three different support 
schemes into the same 
room to explain what they 
can offer to small busi-

SPENNYMOOR BUSINESS BREAKFAST

BYERS GREEN Village 
Hall, on Institute Street, 
will be the venue for My 
Father’s Amazing Journey 
From Byers Green, a talk 
by Michael Chaplin about 
the life and works of his 
father, the renowned local 
author, Sid Chaplin. 

The talk, from 7pm on 
Tuesday 1st October, will 
include a pie and peas 
supper - with Hockings 

AN AMAZING JOURNEY

Sid Chaplin’s life will be recounted by his son, Michael in a talk at 
Byers Green Village Hall. 

Pies, of course!
Tickets are priced at just 

£4 in advance, or £5 on 
the door. 

Advance tickets are 
available from the Craft 
Group which takes place 
at the hall on Tuesdays 
between 2pm and 4pm 
or from Thomas Wright 
House.

For more information, 
call 07866 791546.
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Gordon Fletcher & Sons
Independent F amily F uneral D irectors

Charles Street, Spennymoor, DL16 7LG
 Tel: 01388 420276  Web: www.GFS.uk.com

24 hour personal service, 
We are here for you day or night

Private Chapels of Rest

Our own Mercedes Benz Funeral Fleets
Ask us about our personalised 
pre-payment Funeral Plans

We also have Chapels in Linden Road, Ferryhill (01740 650558) 
& Cobblers Hall, Newton Aycliffe (01325 319519)

A C C O U N T A N T S  &  B U S I N E S S  A D V I S O R S

F R E S H B U S I N E S S S O L U T I O N S . C O . U K
H E L L O @ F R E S H B U S I N E S S S O L U T I O N S . C O . U K

0 1 3 8 8  4 1 7 7 4 7

Garden Cutz
• PATIO CONSTRUCTION.
• FENCING.
• ROTARY CLEANING  
& SEALING OF PATIOS,    
PAVING & DRIVEWAYS.

• GROUND CARE & 
MAINTENANCE
Free no obligation quotation 

or advice, please call
01388 812886 or 07967 431821

VALLEY WROUGHT IRON
HIGH QUALITY GATES, WALL RAILING 
& GARDEN FENCES
Free Estimates & Advice
Experienced Tradesmen
Freindly, Reliable, Fast Service

Contact Stephen on 07976 554 046
Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
Web: www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

16 Tenters Street
Bishop Auckland DL14 7AD

01388 330985 | www.abyte.co.uk

• PC and Laptop Repairs    
• Virus Removal
• Data Recovery
• Website Design

• Server installation
• Network setup
• Backups
• Cloud Services

DONNA’S 
LION CABS
07447 733 110

Friendly, Reliable, 
Female Driver.   

Spennymoor Based. 
Bookings in advance 

advisable.

ARE YOU a fan of the 60s 
and 70s? Enjoy a good 
night out? Like to help a 
local charity?

If the above applies to 
you then a night of live 
entertainment at Tudhoe 
Victory Club is just the 
thing to keep you enter-
tained. 

Travelin’ Band will be 
the feature act on Thurs-
day 26th September from 
7.30pm with all proceeds 
going to help Blind Life in 
Durham, a local charity 
for the blind and visually 
impaired.

Tickets for the evening 

cost only £7.50 and 
include a pie and pea sup-
per. A raffle will also be 
held.

“Help us by taking a 
‘blind bit of notice’ and 
bring along a friend – 
we’re a friendly bunch,” 
said a spokesperson. 

Tickets are available 
at the club or by calling 
01388 763501 or email 
blindlifeindurham@gmail.
com.

“To enable us to con-
firm numbers for pie and 
peas please book as soon 
as possible,” added the 
spokesperson.

BLIND LIFE CHARITY NIGHT 
AT TUDHOE VICTORY CLUB

child for this day only.  
Tickets for the Auck-

land Castle Community 
Day went on sale this 
week and will be availa-
ble in person at Auckland 
Tower, Bishop Auckland 
Market Place.  

Online and telephone 
bookings are not availa-
ble for this event.  

Subject to availability, 
tickets will also be sold 
on the day, with doors 
remaining open from 
10.30am until 4pm. 

A full programme for the 
opening day activities will 
be announced soon.

Once home to the pow-
erful Prince Bishops of 

Durham, Auckland Cas-
tle’s State Rooms have 
been sensitively returned 
to their original Georgian 
Gothic splendour. 

The Bishops’ private 
apartments are being 
opened to visitors for 
the first time, offering 
an intriguing insight into 
both the public and pri-
vate lives of some of the 
most prominent charac-
ters in British history.

General admission to 
the historic castle begins 
at 10am on Sunday, 3rd 
November. Opening hours 
thereafter will be Wednes-
day to Sunday, 10am to 
4pm.

AUCKLAND CASTLE will 
re-open to the public with 
a Community Day from 
10.30am to 4pm on Satur-
day, 2nd November, it has 
been announced.

Starting with a ribbon 
cutting at 10.30am, the 
event will include live 
entertainment and activi-
ties, as well as an oppor-
tunity to be among the 
first to step inside the 
newly conserved Castle 
and uncover the stories of 
faith and power that await 
inside.   

Entry to the Castle will be 
offered at the discounted 
rate of £5 per adult, £4 
concessions and £1 per 

AUCKLAND CASTLE SET TO RE-OPEN
The historic home of the Prince Bishops of Durham, Auckland Castle is set to re-open after 
undergoing a multi-million pound restoration. Photo: The Auckland Project.

TODDLE TIME is held 
every Wednesday and 
Friday from 10am until 
11.30am at Spennymoor 
Leisure Centre. 

The fee for the first child 
is £2.60 and the second 
child is just £1.

The youngsters have the 

opportunity to use soft 
play toys and to have fun 
on the bouncy castle. 

The sessions are suit-
able for pre-school chil-
dren aged four years and 
under. 

Refreshments are also 
available.

TODDLE TIME AT LEISURE CENTRE
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enjoying a trip to Cother-
stone, near Barnard Cas-
tle, on bank holiday Mon-
day when he disappeared 
while playing with the fam-
ily dog near a river.

His parents searched the 
river bank and called 999 
when they could not find 
him.

Using the What3words 
app - which has divided 
the world into three metre 
squares, each with a 
unique three word code to 
give people a simple way 
of referring to a specific 
location – the couple gave 
the call handler their loca-
tion and the 3 words of 

THE PARENTS of a boy 
who went missing during 
a day out have praised an 
app which helped reunite 
them, and Durham Con-
stabulary are encouraging 
everyone to make sure 
they have the app on their 
phone.

The ten-year-old was 

WHAT 3 WORDS WILL HELP YOU STAY SAFE

The What3Words app uses the three words “revealing, breakfast and blinks” to identify the centre of 
Jubilee Park in Spennymoor. Image: Spennymoor Town Council.

///revealing.breakfast.blinks

where they had last seen 
their son.

The boy’s parents 
gave their location as 
“sulked, owner, impro-
vise” and their son’s last 
known location words as 
“pegged, ombudsman and 
plans”.

Meanwhile, a walker 
who came across the lost 
boy 90 minutes later, also 
used the same app to 
pinpoint their location for 
police officers. He gave 
the words “honestly, easily 
and gifted”.

Knowing the exact 
locations of both par-
ties, officers were able to 
direct both to a nearby pub 
where the family, from Bill-
ingham, was reunited.

The boy’s mum, who did 
not wish to be named, said 
she was relieved to find 
her son and praised the 
police and the app for find-
ing all so quickly.

She said: “We had never 
been to Barnard Castle 
before so it was concern-
ing when my son did not 
come back and we did 
start to worry.

“Thankfully I had down-
loaded the app when I 
heard about it on the news 

and it came in very handy 
especially as we didn’t 
know where we really were 
and from talking to the 
people who found my son, 
they wern’t too sure either.

“We were very relieved 
to have our son back and 
want to thank all involved 
for helping us during a 
stressful time.”

Inspector for Crook, 
Teesdale and Weardale, 
Ed Turner, said: “This is 
another example of how 
effective What3words 
can be and we are relieved 
that the missing boy was 
located so quickly.

“Without the use of 
the app, we would have 
deployed several officers 
and potentially called on 
our partners in the other 
emergency services for 
help, so the app has not 
only reunited this family 
quickly but also means 
we were able to use our 
resources more wisely.

“I would encourage 
everyone to download this 
app as you never know 
when you might need it.”

Find the app in the app 
store or for more infor-
mation visit what3words.
com.
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ST PAUL’S Church are 
hosting The Essentials 
Course for three Sunday 
evenings beginning on 
15th September.  

These informal evenings 
give an opportunity to 
explore the heart of the 
Christian faith alongside 
others.  

The sessions feature 
video, discussion, time 
for questions and refresh-
ments.  There is no charge 

for taking part and all are 
welcome.  

Each evening will start 
at 7.30pm in the Green 
Room in the St Paul’s Cen-
tre just behind St Paul’s 
Church.  

For more information 
visit the Facebook page 
@stpaulsspennymoor, 
the website at www.
lifeessentials.org.uk or 
call Matt Tarling on 01388 
327603.

LEARNING THE ESSENTIALS

A ONE woman show fea-
turing Brenda Collins who 
has an uncanny resem-
blance to the late Miss 
Cilla Black.

On Friday 11th October, 
Brenda will be appearing 
at Spennymoor Town Hall.   
It will be an evening of fun 
and laughter. Including a 
Tribute to Cilla Black. 

Pie and peas will be 
served during the interval 

AN AUDIENCE WITH BRENDA
Brenda Collins will perform a tribute to Cilla Black. 

after which there will be 
an Audience With Brenda.  
She will be sharing hilari-
ous antics of her life and 
her travels around the 
world.

The proceeds of the raf-
fle and tombola will be 
donated to St. Paul’s Cen-
tre. Tickets are on sale at 
the St. Paul’s Centre on 
01388 813404 at a price 
of £15.

Fletchers
29 High Street, Spennymoor, DL16 6AA. Tel: 01388 815659

Specialists in all 
Domestic Appliance Repairs
Sales	of	new	&	re-conditioned	
machines,	all	with	free	delivery	

&	connections
Established 1964

S CRABTREE

Digi Aerials
Free Sat

DAB Radio
Telephone

0797 997 1541

Half Moon Lane, Spennymoor DL16 6HQ

Steve would like to extend 

a warm welcome 

to customers old and new to  

his friendly establishm
ent

01388 205689steve.metcalfe@rocketmail.com

Pensioner Special 
£5.50 
Monday to Saturday  
Served 12pm till 2pm 

Parmo Night
Every Friday 5pm-9pm

Steak Night 
Only £22 
Free bottle of wine & dessert 
each, with any 2 mains, 5-9pm

Sunday Lunch
12 noon until 4pm

www.olivegroverestaurants.com

between 1st September 
2015 and 31st August 
2016, parents need to 
complete an application 
form stating which pri-
mary school they would 
like their child to attend.

Families will still need 
to apply even if they have 
an older child attending 
the same school. They 
must also complete an 
application form for older 
children wishing to attend 
a junior school from Sep-
tember 2020.

The deadline for appli-
cations for primary and 
junior schools is midnight 
on Wednesday, 15th Janu-
ary 2020.

For children born 
between 1st September 

2008 and 31st August 
2009, parents need to 
complete an application 
form stating which sec-
ondary school they would 
like their child to attend.

The deadline for second-
ary school applications 
is midnight on Thursday 
31st October 2019.

Application forms are 
available at www.durham.
gov.uk/schooladmis-
sions, where parents will 
also find essential advice 
to help with their applica-
tion.

Paper applications are 
also available on request 
by contacting Durham 
County Council’s school 
admissions team on 
03000 265 896.

PARENTS WHOSE chil-
dren are due to start pri-
mary or secondary school 
next year can start apply-
ing for a place from this 
week.

Durham County Council 
will be accepting appli-
cations for the 2020/21 
school year from Thurs-
day, 12th September 
2019.

Graeme Plews, school 
places and admissions 
manager, said: “We 
strongly encourage par-
ents to apply in good 
time, and online if possi-
ble, to reduce the number 
of late applications and to 
help parents get their pre-
ferred school.”

For children born 

APPLICATIONS OPEN FOR 
2020/21 SCHOOL YEAR

Parents of children born between 1st September 2015 and 31st August 2016 can apply for a school 
place from this week.

THE CRUELTY of war and 
the mistreatment of pris-
oners are by no means  
modern phenomena.

Academic  Dr Andrew 
Millard, the next speaker 
at Tudhoe and Spenny-

THE CRUELTY OF WAR EXPLORED
moor Local History Soci-
ety, will be describing 
what happened to the 
5,000 Scottish prisoners 
taken by Cromwell’s New 
Model Army after the bat-
tle of Dunbar in 1650.

The meeting will take 
place at 7.30pm in St 
David’s Church Hall, Tud-
hoe on Monday, 23rd Sep-
tember.

Visitors and new mem-
bers are always welcome.
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Foster with us
durham.gov.uk/fostering

they stay together
Be the reason...

Drop in and chat with foster carers 
and our team to find out more:
Saturday 28 September 10am – 2pm, 
County Hall, Durham
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BOILER SERVICING
INSTALLATION

 & REPAIRS
We do small 

plumbing jobs too! 

Ferryhill Based

Tel Paul on 
07967 679 998

NEED	A	VAN?
JOHN’S	VAN
LIGHT	REMOVALS

ANYTHING	MOVED	
FROM	£10	|	LICENSED	
WASTE	CARRIER

01388	818286
07914	032280

AERIALS

naylorsaerials.co.uk
0 1 3 8 8 7 2 0 9 9 4

Digital TV Aerial &
CCTV Installers

ü Competitive Price
ü Quality Materials
ü Fast & Reliable 

CORNER 
ELECTRICS

For all your Electrical Needs

No Job Too Small
FREE QUOTATIONS
Discounts for OAPs
Tel: 01740 238944
Mob: 07725 20517207964 435 385 or 

01388 227 686

All aspects of plastering 
undertaken, including
re-skims to rendering.
• FREE Call Out
• Competitive Rates  
• No Job Too Small

Call Stephen on:

offensive weapon, namely 
a folding lock knife, with-
out lawful authority or 
reasonable excuse in 
Cambridge.

Pearson, who was 
dressed in a grey sweat-
shirt and wearing glasses, 
spoke only to confirm his 
personal details. 

No pleas were entered 
and no application for bail 
was made by Mr Pear-
son’s solicitor Suzanne 
Hanson.

The accused was  
remanded into custody 
and District Judge Helen 
Cousins adjourned the 
case to Newcastle Crown 
Court, to be heard on the 
morning of October 10th.

A spokesperson for Dur-
ham police said the victim 
remains in a critical but 
stable condition, adding, 
“We would like to reassure 
residents that this was 
an isolated incident and 
enquiries are ongoing.” 

A MAN has appeared 
in court on a charge of 
attempted murder follow-
ing an alleged stabbing 
outside Aldi in Spenny-
moor around 3pm on the 
afternoon of Monday, 9th 
September.

A doctor and paramedic 
were flown to the scene 
by Great North Air Ambu-
lance and the injured man 
was taken to James Cook 
University Hospital, in 
Middlesbrough.

Mark Anthony Pear-
son of no fixed abode, 
appeared at Newton 
Aycliffe Magistrates 
Court last Wednesday 
(11th September).

The 46-year-old is 
accused of the attempted 
murder of a 30-year-old 
man who was stabbed 
multiple times outside the 
busy supermarket.

Pearson was also 
charged at the same time 
with possession of an 

MAN IN COURT AFTER ALDI STABBING
Emergency services attended Aldi supermarket in Spennymoor after a 30-year-old was stabbed several times. Photo: John Richardson.

The new badge depicts the 
war memorial and a poppy 
wreath.

SPENNYMOOR STAGE 
and Song are to perform 
a concert of Golden Days 
Music at St Paul’s Church.

The lighthearted con-
cert will feature an array 
of songs to stir memories 
from a bygone age. 

The concert takes place 
on Saturday 28th Septem-
ber at 7pm and tickets are 
priced at £5 each and are 
available by calling 01388 
816400. 

A limited number of tick-
ets will be available on the 
door, but to avoid disap-
pointment please book in 
advance.

GOLDEN DAYS 
MUSIC CONCERT

HILLINGDON HOUSE, 
Spennymoor, (opposite 
Ken Warnes,) is holding 
a Macmillan World’s Big-
gest Coffee Morning on 
Friday 20th September 
from 10am.

There will be a tombola 
stall, raffle and stand up 
bingo. Refreshments will 
be available at £3 per per-
son.

WORLD’S 
BIGGEST COFFEE 
MORNING

AFTER LAST year’s very 
successful sale of a 
poppy pin badge specif-
ically for Spennymoor, 
commissioned by TA 
Plastics based in Tudhoe 
Industrial Estate, which 
raised over £2,000 for 
the Royal British Legion’s 
Poppy Appeal, a new 
badge for 2019 has been 
produced.

This year’s Spennymoor 
poppy badge consists of 
a gold coloured depiction 
of the town’s war memo-
rial rising up through the 
centre of a poppy wreath 
with the words ‘Lest we 

NEW SPENNYMOOR POPPY BADGE
forget’ and ‘Spennymoor 
2019’ at the base.

The badge was 
designed and produced 
by army veteran and local 
town councillor, Pete 
Molloy after learning that 
TA plastics were unable 
to commit to produce a 
poppy badge this year.

Mr Molloy said: “Unfor-
tunately TA Plastics were 
unable to produce their 
own Poppy Pin badge this 
year, so I decided to step 
in to produce one for the 
town.”

A limited number of  
1,000 badges have been 

produced and are on 
sale for £3 with all prof-
its being donated to the 
Poppy Appeal.

For those wanting to 
purchase a badge, they 
can be bought from any 
of the following places: 
Advance Windows in Tud-
hoe Industrial estate, The 
Black Horse, Café No3, 
De Vere’s Barber Shop, 
Hockings, Kandy Kayes, 
The Penny Gill, The Rail-
way, The Victoria, The 
Voltigeur, Wetherspoons 
and 2 by 2 Pet Shop.

BISHOP AUCKLAND and 
District U3A is inviting 
retired and semi-retired 
people along to their 
group, where they can 
meet new friends and 
learn, laugh and live.

“We have a wide vari-
ety of interest groups 
including walking, bowl-
ing, theatre, bridge and 
many more,” explained a 
spokesperson.

The group meets on the 
3rd Tuesday of the month 
at Spennymoor Town 
Hall, with next being held 
on 17th September.

Doors open at 10am for 
a 10.30am start.

INVITATION TO 
JOIN U3A GROUP
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Andrew’s Roofing
Chimney Stacks - Ridge Tile 

Repairs - Brickwork Repointed 
- Flat Roofs - Slating & Tiling - 
Felting and Pointing - Repairs 

- UPVC, Gutters, Fascias, 
Soffits & Flat Roofing Specialist

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

TERRY  STEPHENSON  & SONS
- UNDERTAKERS -

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST.

COMPLETE FUNERAL SERVICE ARRANGED & 
PERSONALLY DIRECTED BY TERRY.

Golden Charter Funeral Plans

Tel: 01740 651350   Mobile: 0777 4704739
1B DUNNING ROAD, FERRYHILL.

Established 1845

Bodytech automotive ltd
Class 4 & 7 MOTs
Servicing & Repairs
Timing Belts, Clutches
Diagnostics & Air Conditioning
Laser 4 Wheel Alignment

All Cars & Vans up to 3,500kg

Bodyshop with Class A Spray Oven for all vehicle 
and motorbike repairs & re-sprays

01388 811611  |  bodytechworkshop@outlook.com
Compound 18, Tudhoe Industrial Estate, Spennymoor DL16 6TL

William Burleigh and 
Poppy Wickens compet-
ing in the Olympic sport,” 
he added. 

“Both of them had to 
face strong competition 
in their finals, but both 
brought back gold med-
als, making them Scottish 
National Champions.

“William won his match 
by a 20 point gap and 
poppy won her final by 
2nd round stoppage. 

“Both myself and my 
fellow coach, Marissa 
are extremely proud of all 

three of them. Their hard 
work and dedication is 
second to none. 

“Both William and 
Poppy are now working 
hard in the lead up to 
the British Taekwondo 
National Championships 
in November and the 
European Championships 
for Kids, which they both 
qualified for last Decem-
ber in Stuttgart.“

Anyone interested in  
Chi Taekwondo classes 
should contact Russell on 
07733 438648.

THREE MEMBERS of 
Team Chi Taekwondo 
travelled to Scotland 
to attend the Scottish 
Championships held at 
the Ravenscraig Sports 
Facility in Motherwell. 

“On the Saturday (7th 
September) we had Gabri-
elle Toas competing in 
Poomsae,” said coach, 
Russell Shaw. “Gabrielle 
had tough competition in 
the final and narrowly lost 
out on the gold to take 
away the silver medal. 

“On the Sunday we had 

SPENNYMOOR SUCCESS AT  
SCOTTISH NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS

Gabrielle Toas, Poppyt Wickens and William Burleigh with their Scottish Championship medals 
alongside coaches, Russ and Marissa. 

MEMBERS FROM various 
martial arts organisa-
tions visited Spennymoor 
recently to attend an 
annual Summer Camp, 
which was based at the 
Chikara Dojo of Kyokus-
hin Karate.

The camp has been very 
well attended over many 
years and brings peo-
ple from all walks of life 
together for a weekend 
of training and outdoor 
activities.

What is unique about 
the event is that most of 
the training takes place 
outdoors in various differ-
ent locations. 

This year’s participants 
trained and camped in 
Tudhoe Village, where 
they took part in river 
training, shooting and 
self-defence training. 

Waterfall training also 
took place at Low Force 
and Gibson’s Cave in Mid-
dleton Teesdale.

“This was our 15th 

MARTIAL ARTS SUMMER CAMP
The marital arts camp training at Low Force waterfall. 

annual training camp 
and it went fantastically 
well,” said Chief Instruc-
tor, Adam Walker. “I am 
always pleased when we 
meet at events like this, as 
it gives people the oppor-
tunity to train and social-
ise together.”

Several families train 
together at the Chikara 
Dojo as it is a great oppor-
tunity for parents to bond 
with their kids, whilst 
keeping fit and learning a 
potentially lifesaving mar-
tial art. 

Anyone who would like 
to get fitter, learn self 
defence and spend some 
quality bonding time with 
their children in a disci-
plined, well structured 
environment should con-
sider Chikara Dojo. 

For more information 
check out the club’s face-
book page by searching 
‘Chikara Dojo’ or call 
or text Adam on 07713 
411198.

Ferryhill Roofing    
        Contractors

For all types of roofing, including flat roofing, 
guttering, facias & soffits 

Free Estimates - Over 35 years working locally
Call Trev on

01388 420152 or 07887 886558

Event	safety	information	
for	organisers

If you are planning an event, 
please contact the County 
Durham Safety Advisory 

Group for advice, guidance 
and suport to ensure that 
your event is a safe one.

Email safeevents@durham.
gov.uk

Visit www.durham.gov.uk/
eventsafety
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15	Tudhoe	Industrial	Estate
Spennymoor,	DL16	6TL	

Tel:	01388	817691

Mon-Fri 8.30am-5pm, Sat 8.30am-2pm

3D FOUR WHEEL ALIGNMENT 
SYSTEM NOW AVAILABLE

CAR TYRES - COMMERCIAL TYRES - REPAIRS 
BALANCING - WHEEL ALIGNMENT 

MOBILE FITTING - FLEET MANAGEMENT

SPENNYMOOR TOWN 
Ladies FC have opened 
their inaugural league 
campaign with an ava-
lanche of goals against 
two local rivals.

A dominant debut saw  
the Ladies record a com-
prehensive win over New-
ton Aycliffe.

Moors embarked on 
their first ever compet-
itive game following a 
summer of recruitment 
and planning, and within 
five minutes, the new era 
began with a bang.

Danika Stephenson 
remained calm under 
pressure in the box and 
side footed a pinpoint 
shot past the Newton 
Aycliffe goalkeeper.

Corners were an early 
thorn in Aycliffe’s side 
and they came unstuck 
when Katie Hemmingway 
headed in a fizzing cor-
ner.

The trick was repeated 
immediately after when 
Stephenson converted 
another superb delivery 
at the back post.

The game took a sour 
turn ten minutes before 
the interval when a psych-
ing challenge on Georgia 
Gattiss left the full back 
on the floor, however, the 
referee was reluctant to 
brandish a card.

It was a barnstorming 
start to the second half 
as captain Alex Saun-
ders, who was introduced 
at the interval, made an 
immediate impression 
with a low strike.

Newton Aycliffe 
responded and pulled a 

goal back straight from 
the restart, but Saun-
ders’ audacious long 
range goal caught out 
the Aycliffe keeper and 
restored the four goal 
cushion.

The home side grabbed 
another goal from a cor-
ner, but Moors went up 
the other end and netted 
a further two to re-stamp 
their authority on pro-
ceedings.

First, the impressive 
Box kept her cool and slid 
the ball into the bottom 
corner, before Hannah 
Knox drove forward from 
defence before thump-
ing past a helpless goal-
keeper.

Ellie Brown was the next 
to get on the scoresheet 
when her speculative 
sighter squirmed past 
the keeper, before a late 
Hemmingway double 
completed her personal 
treble.

The Ladies continued 
their blistering start the 
following midweek with 
a 6-0 thrashing of Bishop 
Auckland.

A brace from Katy Hem-
mingway was added to 
by Steph Box, Alex Saun-
ders, Rachelle Cooley and 
Olivia Smith.

It has also been 
announced that the 
Ladies will pplay their 
home games at Shildon 
AFC’s Dean Street ground 
and the first of those 
takes place this Sunday 
(15th September) against 
Washington. 

Entry is free and kick off 
is at 2pm.

MOORS LADIES LAUNCH 
WITH GOAL AVALANCHE

by Joe Robson.
The referee had no 

choice but to send off 
the defender, and things 
went from bad to worse 
for Blyth when Brogan 
whipped a tremendous 
free-kick into the top cor-
ner, opening the flood-
gates in the process.

Moors were handed 
another gift from Blyth 
three minutes later and 
Adam Boyes was the 
recipient on this occa-
sion, sliding a shot past 
Mark Foden after a sloppy 
back pass from Hanami 
Amantchi.

It was one-way traffic 
from that moment dur-
ing a half dominated by 
Spennymoor, but despite 
creating chances through 
James Curtis and Rob 
Ramshaw, Moors were 
unable to add to their 
advantage.

However, that changed 
just five minutes after the 
break when substitute 
Andrew Johnson cut in 
from the left flank before 
curling in a trademark 
strike into the far corner 

past the outstretched 
hand of Foden.

Moors could smell 
blood at this point and 
went close to a fourth 
when Roberts was inches 
away from turning in 
Boyes’ pass across the 
box, before Johnson 
was denied a second by 
Foden.

But there was noth-
ing Foden could do just 
moments later when 
Roberts kept his compo-
sure to place the ball in 
the corner after Boyes’ 
header struck the bar and 
rebounded back out.

A fifth always looked 
like arriving, and it came 
seven minutes from time 
when the alert Johnson 
slid a low effort in six 
yards out after Boyes’ ini-
tial shot ricocheted into 
his path.

A bouyant Moors will 
travel to second bottom 
Bradford Park Avenue 
this weekend (14th Sep-
tember) with a full sup-
porters bus as they look 
to continue their league 
recovery.

SPENNYMOOR CLAIMED 
a much needed victory 
- their second in four 
games - and their first 
clean sheet of the season 
with a comprehensive 
midweek win over the ten 
men of Blyth Spartans.

Jason Ainsley was 
forced to make one 
change to the side which 
started  the draw against 
King’s Lynn Town on 
Saturday, with Stephen 
Brogan coming in for the 
stricken Shane Henry.

There was further injury 
concern early on again 
when Dan Ward collapsed 
to the floor clutching the 
back of his leg after tak-
ing an early corner.

Moors looked to build 
on an impressive perfor-
mance against the lead-
ers. They began brightly 
and were handed the ini-
tiative as early as 13 min-
utes when Spartans were 
reduced to ten men.

James Roberts’ pace, 
which was a constant 
nightmare for the visitors 
all evening, raced clear on 
goal and was hauled back 

MOORS PUT TEN MAN 
SPARTANS TO THE SWORD

Stephen Brogan prepares to fire Moors into the lead at the Brewery Field against Blyth Spartans.
Image: Moors TV. 


