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BIG SIZE MENSWEAR  2XL TO 8XL
Park right outside 

our showroom 
and shop at 
your leisure!

SUITS
SHIRTS

TROUSERS
LONG TIES
T-SHIRTS
SHORTS

CARGO TROUSERS
JEANS

EVERYTHING FOR 
THE LARGE MAN
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THE SHOOTS of change 
are springing up as a new 
orchard is planted in one 
of County Durham’s old-
est walled gardens. 

More than 20 apple trees 
have been installed as 
work to revitalise Bishop 
Auckland’s 250-year-old 
Walled Garden continues.

The 17th century gar-
den, in the grounds of 
Auckland Castle, is being 
reimagined as both a 
functioning kitchen gar-
den and a place of beauty 
as part of The Auckland 

Project visitor destina-
tion.

The new orchard has 
been planted at the west-
ern end of the garden 
and will produce eating 
and cooking apples with 
a range of different prov-
enances, colours and 
shapes.  

Staff and volunteers are 
currently hard at work, 
propagating hundreds of 
plants in the Walled Gar-
den’s greenhouses. 

When ready, they will be 
temporarily test planted 

across the site to discover 
the best location for the 
many different varieties.

The team has also been 
using compost created 
from vegetation across 
The Auckland Project’s 
sites and green manure to 
condition the soil and pre-
pare it for the next stages 
of the garden’s re-devel-
opment. 

Future plans for the gar-
den include planting flow-
ers, herbs and varieties 
of fruit and vegetables 
across the lower terrace, 

creating a beautiful and 
serene garden for visitors 
to enjoy. 

The garden will also 
supply tasty and locally 
grown produce for use in 
The Auckland Project’s 
cafés and restaurants.  

Apprentices and staff 
from The Auckland Pro-
ject’s catering team will 
work with the produce 
grown in the garden to 
develop new menus, high-
lighting the region’s grow-

PLANTING BEGINS AT WALLED GARDEN
Members of The Auckland Project’s Parks & Gardens Team planting the orchard at the Walled Garden. Photo: Jamie Sproates, courtesy 
of The Auckland Project

“To continue 
providing a first 
class service 
locally, Citizens 
Advice need 
more volunteers.

YOU MAY know that Citi-
zens Advice provides free, 
impartial, confidential 
and independent advice 
to help clients overcome 
their problems. They are 
a voice for local people on 
the issues that matter to 
them.  They also work to 
improve the policies and 
practices that affect peo-
ple’s lives. 

But did you know that 
they are a charity and the 
service is delivered by vol-
unteers?

They help people from 
County Durham in many 
different ways - face to 
face, over the phone, by 
email and webchat, help-
ing with everything from 
money issues to prob-
lems at work, housing to 
consumer rights. 

They will try to help with 
any subject, even the cli-
ent who wanted to know 
what was on at his local 
cinema!

CITIZENS 
ADVICE COUNTY 
DURHAM 
NEEDS YOU

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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SEND US YOUR STORIES

If you have a story you 
would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
We are especially 
interested in good

news, be it personal 
achievements, local 

fundraising, community 
service or any other 

positive stories. Call us on 
01388 775896 or email 

bishop@swd.news

DISCLAIMER

Bishop Press cannot be
held responsible for 
advertisers offering
goods or services. 

As a general rule we would
advise anyone not to 
part with any money

until an order has been 
completed to your

full satisfaction. 
All information is correct,

to the best of our 
knowledge, at the time of

printing. 
Bishop Press  

accepts articles in
good faith and takes 
no responsibility for

errors and/or omissions.

You can read our 
sister papers online:
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NEWS
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exhibition, which included 
work by Escomb Primary 
School pupils, with their 
visitors from Spain. 

“The opportunity to 
share cultures through 
arts engagement breaks 
down barriers of language 
and communication and 
allows for a collective 
experience. 

“The students from 
Escomb and Spain 
enjoyed seeing and dis-
cussing the exhibition and 
the teaching staff from 
Spain were very interested 
in the concept behind the 
exhibition as they had 
undertaken a similar pro-
ject last year in Spain.”

The school in Spain is on 
the Camino de Santiago 
route and the children all 
completed the English 
part of the route from 
Finchale Abbey to Durham 
Cathedral whilst here.  

The link is particularly 
poignant with the current 
developments with the 
Auckland Project and in 

particular the Spanish art 
gallery in Bishop Auckland. 

The project is funded 
for two years and both 
schools are sure that this 
is the beginning of a very 
fruitful partnership.

Headteacher, Wendy 
Gill said: ‘’Being involved 
in this project has such 
a positive impact on our 
children and indeed the 
whole school community 
in lots of different ways. 

“It was a pleasure to 
see the children build 
on the relationships that 
they had formed with the 
Spanish children whilst 
they were here and share 
in new learning with each 
other. 

“Obviously the involve-
ment of parents was cru-
cial to the success of both 
visits. 

“Hopefully our children 
will see and learn that the 
world is a huge place, full 
of massive opportunities 
that are there for them to 
grab.”

BISHOP AUCKLAND had 
an international buzz 
when a mixed group of 
Spanish and English 
pupils came to town. 

Children at Escomb Pri-
mary School are involved 
in an Erasmus+ project 
that links them with CEIP 
do Camiño Inglés, a school 
in Sigüeiro, near Santiago 
de Camino in Oroso in 
Spain. The project pro-
vides the opportunity for 
children in both schools 
to travel and sample first 
hand each other’s culture 
and heritage. 

Eighteen Spanish chil-
dren recently visited 
Escomb and were hosted 
by local families. 

During the week, the 
children worked together 
in an ‘international class-
room’, fulfilling the remit 
of the project including 
visiting places of interest 
in our local area, showing 

them everything they are 
proud of.

The group took time out 
of their busy schedule to 
meet Town Mayor, Coun-
cillor Joy Allen. 

Cllr Allen said: “It was 
real pleasure to welcome 
the international students 
to the town and meet 
some of the children from 
Escomb Primary School 
who had been involved in 
the Beyond No Man’s Land 
exhibition.  

The town is getting used 
to welcoming guests from 
all corners of the world 
and I hope more of our 
school children get the 
opportunity to develop 
international links with 
other schools.

Debbie Connell, Durham 
County Councils Com-
munity Culture Develop-
ment Co-ordinator said: 
“It was wonderful to be 
able to share our current 

SPANISH PUPILS VISIT ESCOMB
Children from Escomb Primary School were joined by Town Mayor, Cllr Joy Allen as they welcomed children from CEIP do Camiño 
Inglés to Bishop Auckland as part of the Erasmus+ project. Photo: Christine Percival.
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ple over the age of 50 who 
may be socially isolated. 

The initiatives encour-
age participation in activ-
ities and projects that 
provide opportunities for 
residents to engage with 
their local communities.  

At the Four Clocks Club, 
members choose from a 
range of activities from 
games and bingo to crafts 
and singing. 

In addition, the club 
also arranges outings to 
places such as the sea-
side, the garden centre 
and an annual pantomime 
trip. They meet every Fri-
day afternoon at 1.30pm

The Memory Club was 
developed in response 
to a growing demand 
to cater for those with 
dementia and their carers. 

Members also take part 

in a range of activities and 
outings and they meet 
every other Tuesday after-
noon at 1pm.  

Andrew Walker, Bishop 
Auckland and Shildon 
AAP coordinator, said: 
“We are delighted to be 
able to support local 
groups delivering vital 
support to older people in 
communities through this 
fund. 

“We have seen first-hand 
the amazing work the 
group delivers and to be 
able to ensure it continues 
has been fantastic.”

Both clubs meet at the 
Four Clocks Centre in 
Bishop Auckland. For 
more information please 
contact the Four Clocks 
Centre on 01388 609852 or 
email receptionfourclocks 
@btconnect.com.

TWO CLUBS which aim to 
reduce isolation and lone-
liness have secured over 
£6,000 in funding so they 
can continue for another 
year. 

The Bishop Auckland 
Community Partner-
ship has secured £6,345 
of funding for the Four 
Clocks Club and Memory 
Club through the Bishop 
Auckland and Shildon 
Area Action Partnership’s 
(AAP) older persons 
social isolation fund.

The older persons social 
isolation fund is allocated 
to each of the 14 AAPs to 
support community led 
initiatives that improve 
the quality of life of peo-

VITAL SUPPORT FOR LOCAL CLUBS
Sheilah Metcalfe CDPO, Ann Naisbitt, volunteer coordinator for the clubs, with some of the members. 

KAYLEIGH ATKINSON, 
who was recently crowned 
Mrs Galaxy UK 2019, has 
visited King James I Acad-
emy to deliver motiva-
tional assemblies on body 
positivity to students in 
Years 7-10.

Kayleigh decided to enter 
the UK Galaxy Pageant to 
show young people that 
they do not have to con-
form to media stereotypes 
to be a success. 

As a plus-size lady, she 
defied the pageant ste-
reotype to claim the Mrs 
Galaxy title and is set to 
travel to Orlando in August 
to compete for the title of 
Mrs Galaxy International.

Invited to King James 
by Mrs Cross, Director 
of Learning for Religious 
Studies and Co-ordinator 
of Personal, Social, Health 
and Economic  (PSHE) 
education, Kayleigh 
delivered body positivity 
assemblies to students 
throughout the day. 

As a fully qualified Pae-
diatric and Mental Health 
Nurse, Kayleigh has seen 
first-hand the negative 
impact that attempting to 
conform to an unrealistic 
body image can have on 
young people.

“The increasing pressure 
from social media and TV 
to be ‘perfect’ is affecting 
both the physical and men-
tal health of our children,” 
she said, “and we have got 
to do something to stop it. 

“The fact is that this con-
cept of perfection is totally 
false; young people are 
pressured into modelling 
themselves on celebrities 
whose publicity photo-
graphs are manipulated to 
completely reshape their 
body, erase blemishes and 

MRS GALAXY IN BODY POSITIVE 
MESSAGE FOR STUDENTS

Kayleigh Atkinson with Mrs Cross and Year 7 students.

even create the appear-
ance of muscle tone. It 
simply isn’t real.”

Students heard about 
Kayleigh’s personal expe-
rience and the idea that 
being slim was the key to 
happiness; however, after 
dieting to lose over five 
stone, she realised that 
this was not the case. 

She talked about how 
she had spent her life 
focusing on the image 
standing before her in the 
mirror and allowing that to 
take over and define her as 
a person. 

“After my weight loss, I 
was surprised to find that 
I still wasn’t truly happy,” 
she said. “I realised then 
that I needed to look 
beyond my appearance 
and love myself for being a 
good person.”

Kayleigh now has a much 
more positive attitude 
towards herself because 
she has discovered the 
things in life that bring her 
happiness and a sense of 
personal achievement. 

Each Sunday, she takes 
to the streets of New-
castle to deliver food to 
homeless people and 
she recently travelled to 
Morocco to donate cloth-
ing, toiletries and games 
to orphans. 

“I want to show everyone 
that we are not defined by 
our outer shell,” she said, 
“but by the good things we 
do to help others and the 
part we play in creating a 
better society. If we can 
teach our young people to 
be kind to themselves and 
each other, and to seek ful-
filment from positive acts, 
we will have a much hap-
pier and healthier genera-
tion for the future.”

16 Tenters Street
Bishop Auckland DL14 7AD

01388 330985 | www.abyte.co.uk

• PC and Laptop Repairs    
• Virus Removal
• Data Recovery
• Website Design

• Server installation
• Network setup
• Backups
• Cloud Services

West Auckland WMC

THREE STEPS TO VENGA
Saturday 29th June

Saturday 6th July
THE RUMOURED
Saturday 13th July

BIG SISTER

ELDON LANE WMC hold 
an Acoustic Music Night 
every Thursday night in 
the Function Room from 
7.30pm until 9.30pm.

Players of all genres of 
music are welcome to go 
along. Entry is just £2 and 
all everyone is welcome 
to go along.

ACOUSTIC NIGHT AT ELDON LANE

Est. 2007

16 Tenters Street, Bishop Auckland, DL14 7AD 
07920 094804    www.blosslegalservices.co.uk 
manager@blosslegalservices.co.uk

DIY & Fixed Price Legal Services
Not married and living with someone?  Standard Double Will £150

Four Clocks Centre, 5th and 12th June
12 noon Free Information Drop in

12.30pm Free talk about 
Wills - An Introduction 
Booking advisable for the talk

DIY & Fixed Price Legal Services  
While You Wait

Appointments including 
evenings and weekends

16 Tenters Street,  
Bishop Auckland, DL14 6JJ

07920 094804    
www.blosslegalservices.co.uk

Lasting Powers of Attorney 
£100 each 

Wills from £50
Court of Protection 
Applications £300
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Classifieds
All about local people ...

Beer 
Raymond

Sadly passed away June 
16th surrounded by his 

loving family.
Ray, aged 65 for Shildon. 
Loving partner of Elaine, 

loving Dad to John, Leanne, 
Mark, also loving Granda to 
Courtney, James, Matthew.

He was loved by many.

Will family and friends 
please meet for service at 
Wear Valley Crematorium 

on Friday 5th July at  
2.30pm and then after at 
Shildon Railway Institute.

Family flowers only.
If you wish to, make a 
donation to Macmillan 

Cancer Support and  
MS Society. 

Passed  Away

As part of the anniver-
sary, there was an oppor-
tunity for former pupils to 
attend and look around 
the building.

One such former pupil, 
and former Mayor of 
Bishop Auckland, Lee 
Brownson, was invited 
to attend the morning 
assembly with some 
other students to relive 
some of their memories.

Lee said: “It was a privi-
lege to be invited to speak 
in front of all the school 
children and relive my 
childhood memories.  

“I remember wearing the 
traditional red jumper and 
black trousers, enjoying 
most of the lessons and 
one of the worst bits was 
the school dinners and 
the lumpy pink custard.”

Head Teacher, Mrs Ste-
vens added: “Our Ofsted 

inspection in April 2017 
confirmed that we are a 
‘good’ school and surveys 
show that our children 
enjoy school life, in par-
ticular the variety of activ-
ities on offer both during 
and after school. 

“We are very proud of 
our heritage and use this 
within our curriculum, 
being one of the first 
schools to complete a 
local heritage project with 
The Auckland Project.  

“We recognise the 
interests and talents of 
individuals and encour-
age and celebrate their 
achievements, following 
our school motto of Being 
The Best We Can Be. 

“It has been an honour 
for the school to host its 
110th anniversary with 
the all of the school com-
munity past and present.”

COCKTON HILL Junior 
School in Bishop Auck-
land has celebrated its 
110th anniversary.  

During the last 110 
years there have been 
two World Wars, man has 
been to the moon and the 
Queen has been on the 
throne for over 60 years.

There has been many 
changes to the school, 
from originally being 
an all-girls school to all 
classrooms now having 
the latest technologies 
installed to deliver top 
class learning opportuni-
ties.

Nova Talbot, Positive 
Futures Worker, said; 
“We reside in a beautiful 
Edwardian building with 
spacious areas for addi-
tional teaching and learn-
ing zones as well as extra 
classrooms. 

“We have extensive 
grounds including a 
school garden and have a 
large field used for sports 
events and summer time 
events and play. 

“We enjoy the beauty 
of our local rural environ-
ment to enhance learn-
ing.”

COCKTON HILL CELEBRATES 110 YEARS
Former pupils joined current staff to celebrate the 110th anniversary of Cockton Hill Junior School.

IN TROUBLE WITH THE LAW?

Tel: 01388 606660

Crime and Road Traffic Offences • Matrimonial 
Family • Children • General Litigation

Personal Injury Claims • Conveyancing 
Business Leases • Wills & Probate

www.cwbooth.co.uk

RMH
CAR SALES

St Helens Auckland Retail Park, Bishop Auckland, DL14 9TT
View our vehicles at www.rmhcarsales.com

07582 570308

Services
House Plans & Extensions
01325 300646 / 07795 965 670

Need to contact the Bishop 
Press about a Classified?
T: (01388) 775 896
E: bishop@swd.news

JB JOINERY
All aspects of joinery 
& home improvement 
services undertaken

Free Estimates
Call John on 

07814 965 317
JB Joinery

SINGING THE Faith Com-
munity Choir meet every 
Friday at the Baptist 
Church on Cockton Hill 
Road, Bishop Auckland 
from 10.30am.

The choir is always keen 

to give a warm welcome 
to new members.

Anyone interested in 
joining the choir should 
contact Pamela on 01388 
604151 for more informa-
tion.

SINGING THE FAITH

Acknowledgements

Wish to say thank you 
to family, friends and 

neighbours for flowers, 
cards and kind thoughts.

To Father Tindale for a 
comforting mass, the Co-op 

for their help and care. 
Special thanks to Denise 

for all her care. God bless 
you all.

Jane McCormick
The family of the late

ing talents. 
The Walled Garden was 

originally created in the 
grounds of Auckland Cas-
tle by Bishop Cosin in the 
17th century.  

It was one of the first in 
the region to use innova-
tive glass hothouses to 
grow vegetables, flowers 
and exotic fruit such as 
pineapples, which were 
served to the Bishop’s 
guests. 

 Work began on the site 
in 2017, with local con-
tractor, Rainton Construc-
tion Ltd, redefining the 
garden’s rough contours 
and repairing its historic 
walls.

Work will continue in 
the Walled Garden over 
the coming months, sup-
ported by Garfield Weston 
Foundation and The 
Headley Trust, with an 
official opening date yet 
to be announced.  

Further details about the 
garden’s design, created 
by world-class garden 
designer, Pip Morrison, 
will also be revealed in 
due course. 

For more information 
visit, aucklandproject.
org. And to stay up to date 
with progress in the gar-
den, follow The Auckland 
Project on social media or 
sign up to The Auckland 
Project’s monthly news-
letter.

PLANTING AT WALLED GARDEN
FROM PAGE 1
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Initiative.  
Cllr Zair said: “This 

promises to be an ideal 
evening to come out with 
friends and family into the 
town centre.  

“With the appeal of both 
the Big BRASS bus and 
the Full Moon Street Food 
Market, we hope we’ll also 
be welcoming people 
from further afield. 

“It’s another opportunity 
to enjoy Bishop Auckland 
at its best, and a great 
boost for the local econ-
omy.”

Colin Wilkes, Managing 
Director of Durham Mar-

ket which organises the 
Full Moon Market along 
with the Durham Street 
Food Project, added: “The 
evening street food mar-
kets are growing in pop-
ularity each month. Com-
bining with the Big BRASS 
Bus in July will be an 
extra special evening with 
world-class live music, as 
well as food flavours from 
across the globe! 

“We’d like to thank Cllr 
Zair for his support, and 
wish everyone a thor-
oughly enjoyable sum-
mer’s evening in the heart 
of Bishop Auckland.”

THE FULL Moon Street 
Food Market is joining 
the Big BRASS Bus when 
it comes to Bishop Auck-
land Market Place on 
Thursday 18th July.

For one month only, the 
popular monthly street 
food market is moving to 
a Thursday evening for 
this special event, which 
will combine live music 
with children’s entertain-
ment and the street food 
stalls.  

The Full Moon Street 
Food Market will be open 
in Bishop Auckland Mar-
ket Place from 4pm to 
9pm, with a wide variety 
of food and drink vendors, 
supplying savoury and 
sweet food, and drinks.

The Big BRASS Bus will 
join the evening’s events 
from 6-8pm with perfor-
mances by Back Chat 
Brass and Break Out 
Brass.  Additionally, there 
will be free face painting 
and storytelling for chil-
dren between 4-8pm.

The evening’s events 
are supported by Cllr Sam 
Zair, with funding from 
the AAP Neighbourhood 
Budget and Small Grants 

BIG BRASS BUS AT FULL MOON MARKET
Cllr Sam Zair, Lynn Albury from Butterwick Hospice, James Wilson of Durham Markets Company 
and Heather Price from Eats of Spain, one of the traders at the Full Moon Market.

THE BISHOP Auckland 
Town Team are holding 
a Buskers Day in Bishop 
Auckland on Saturday 
6th July from 10am till 
2:30pm.  

Shoppers can enjoy a 
selection of great talent 
from local singers who 
will perform at various 
locations around the 
town.

Clive Auld, Chair of the 
events team said: “We are 
looking for talented busk-
ers and singers to take 
part.  

“There is no need to 
register, simply turn up 
in the Market Place at 

BUSKERS DAY IN BISHOP
Jimmy Robinson performing at last year’s Buskers Day.

9:45am. You must be self 
contained as there is no 
electricity or PA systems 
available on the day.  

“You will be allocated 
various locations around 
the town and will perform 
for around 30 minutes 
per location.  It’s a great 
opportunity for local 
people to show off their 
talents and maybe make 
some money.”

The town team mascot, 
Bishop The Boar will be 
making special appear-
ances throughout the day 
so come along and have 
your photo taken with him, 
it’s fun for all the family.

Scooters from £295
Adjustable Beds from £595
• Wheelchairs, bath 

lifts & stair lifts

Lift Recline Chairs from £495
M.V. MOBILITY
M O B I L E  S H O W R O O M

• Service & Repair at your home

Part exchange welcome

01388 311729
Est 2003

COUNDON WMC
SHOW OF THE MONTH
Saturday 29th June

BETCHA BY 
GOLLY WOW

£5 on the door 

+ 2 Flyers
(£300 added on 50 numbers) 

 Cockton Hill WMC

Tel: 01388 605136

Our large Function Room is
FREE AND AVAILABLE FOR 

Christenings, Birthdays, Funerals and Weddings 
Also for a small charge, the room can be adapted to suit your 
special occasions using pink, blue gold or silver drapes

BUTTERWICK HOSPICE is 
hosting a delightful morn-
ing and afternoon filled 
with fascinating presenta-
tions, shopping oppor-
tunities and a beautiful 
afternoon tea in the newly 
refurbished ballroom at 
Bowburn Hall Hotel on 
Wednesday 10th July. 

Doors open at 11am, not 
before and upon arrival 
you are invited to browse 
the selection of stalls, 
along with a cup of tea or 
coffee. 

Ladies will be seated at 
12.30 for the first guest 
speaker. Speakers for 
the day are Wellbeing for 

Life, who will be talking 
about the organisation 
and doing a demo on 
hand scrub making and 
Jewellery Sparkles, who 
will talk about the Power 
of Jewellery, along with 
demo’s and interactions.

During lunch there will 
be chance to take part in 
a raffle. The day will finish 
at approximately 4pm.

Tickets are priced at just 
£24 and can be booked 
and paid over the phone 
by calling Lynn Albury on 
01388 603003. 

Please specify any die-
tary requirements when 
booking.

LADIES DAY FOR BUTTERWICK

HAVE YOU and your team 
got what it takes?  Fancy 
a night of fun, frolics and 
food?  Want to pit your 
wits against others?

Butterwick Hospice is 
hosting a Quiz Night at 
Bishop Auckland’s Panda 
Pands Chinese Restau-
rant on Monday 8th July 
from 7pm.

“We would love it if you 
would join us to make 
new friends, see just how 
‘quiztastic’ you are, enjoy 

some food from an amaz-
ing Chinese venue and, 
most importantly, sup-
port Butterwick Hospice,” 
said a spokesperson.

The event includes the 
quiz, with a prize for the 
winning team, as well as 
a two-course Chinese 
meal.

Tickets, which include 
the meal, are £15pp and 
teams are restricted to a 
maximum of six. Please 
arrive by 7pm. 

BUTTERWICK QUIZ NIGHT
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A. FrAncis
Roofing & Building

From a single slate to a new roof
Gutters cleaned and inspected

Chimney repairs

No job too small
Tel: 01388 833853

Mob: 07811 848228
Established 1987

Repointing to brickwork

FUNDING FROM believe 
housing has helped to 
set up a regular outdoor 
adventures club in West 
Auckland. 

Youngsters in the vil-
lage have been given new 
opportunities to enjoy the 
great outdoors and learn 
adventure skills thanks to 
£5,300 from the housing 
association.

The new weekly club will 
bring children aged five to 
ten together to learn bush 
craft skills, take part in 
nature walks and try out 
a range of outdoor activi-
ties such as archery.

The initiative was the 
brainchild of Graeme and 
Steph White, the West 
Auckland couple behind 
FERN Outdoor Adven-
tures CIC. 

It has been designed to 
provide a safe and secure 
environment for young-
sters to learn all about 
the outdoors and provide 
positive opportunities 
to socialise at the same 
time.

Support from believe 
housing, formerly known 
as County Durham Hous-
ing Group, will help the 
club run every week 
beyond 2020. 

Amy Glendinning, Com-
munity Investment Officer 
at believe housing, said: 
“The outdoor adventure 
club is a great way to bring 
young people together to 

OUTDOOR ADVENTURE 
CLUB RECEIVES FUNDING 

Amy Glendinning from believe housing and Graeme White from 
FERN Outdoor Adventures with members of the West Auckland club.

learn new skills and have 
fun in a safe environment. 

“It’s also an important 
way to engage with peo-
ple at a key age before 
they might be tempted to 
become involved in anti-
social behaviour.

“The experiences they’re 
going to have, learning 
about things like wildlife, 
navigation and healthy liv-
ing, will stay with them for 
the rest of their lives.”

It is hoped to grow the 
club over the coming 
months, creating new 
opportunities for volun-
teering in the community 
as well as helping more 
young people. 

Graeme White from 
FERN Outdoor Adven-
tures said: “Thanks to 
believe housing we are 
able to offer the young 
people of West Auckland 
a great opportunity to 
take part in activities that 
they may not have been 
able to access otherwise. 

“We will be working with 
the young people over the 
next year on a range of 
local projects, looking at 
antisocial behaviour and 
other related issues. 

“The club is allowing us 
to build up local relation-
ships with young peo-
ple and external groups 
allowing us to tap into 
local knowledge and 
advice to help the young 
people of the future.”

Engine Diagnostics, EML, ABS AIRBAG etc, Free Battery Testing, 
Air Conditioning Service Centre, Starter Motor, Alterations, 

Supplied, Fitted & Repaired,
Key Coding, ECY Coding

HILLCREST
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Seymour  Street,  Bishop  Auckland,  DL14  6JD
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FREE  
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Unit 9
Abraham Enterprise Park
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lum-linked resources in 
English, Maths, PE and 
PSHE, and opportunities 
for schools to enter com-
petitions and access free 
offers like the Premier 
League Primary Stars Kit 
and Equipment scheme.

Nick Perchard, Head of 
Community at the Pre-
mier League said: “The 
kit and equipment packs 
have been extremely 
well-received in the past 
and will provide a very 
welcome boost as we 
approach the end of the 
school year. 

“We hope that coupled 

with the free downloada-
ble online resources, we 
can inspire children to 
do their best in the class-
room and on the sports 
field.”

William Johnson, Teach-
ing Assistant at Cockton 
Hill Junior School, said: 
“This football kit will be 
extremely beneficial to 
the children across the 
school and they are very 
much looking forward to 
wearing them. 

“It will be a welcome 
boost for the children to 
play in their new football 
kits.”

PUPILS FROM Cockton 
Hill Junior School will be 
sporting their new colours 
with pride after receiving 
free Premier League Pri-
mary Stars kit for their 
football team.

Stocked full of items 
including 15 full kits, the 
Premier League equip-
ment pack will aid deliv-
ery of active lessons 
across the curriculum.

The equipment pack 
was awarded to pupils 
at Cockton Hill following 
Mr Johnson’s successful 
application to this year’s 
Premier League Primary 
Stars Kit and Equipment 
Scheme, which is deliv-
ered by the Football Foun-
dation.

The scheme is part of 
the Premier League Pri-
mary Stars education pro-
gramme which uses the 
appeal of Premier League 
and professional football 
clubs to inspire children 
at primary schools across 
England and Wales to 
learn, be active and 
develop important life 
skills.

PLPr imar yS tars.com 
offers primary school 
teachers free curricu-

SCHOOL SCORES WITH NEW PREMIER 
LEAGUE PRIMARY STARS KIT

Cockton Hill footballers show off the new Premier League Primary Stars football kit.

Volunteers come from 
all sorts of backgrounds 
and help with everything 
they do. 

Volunteers who give 
advice to clients are at the 
heart of the service which 
could not manage without 
them. 

However to continue 
providing a first class ser-
vice locally, in your com-
munity, Citizens Advice 
need more volunteers. 

If you have a few hours 
to spare each week and 
invaluable life/work expe-
rience or wish to develop 
skills and knowledge that 
could help you become 
more employable, you 
may be exactly the type of 
person they need. 

If you are interested in 
volunteering and helping 
people in your community 
please ring Laura on 0191 
3726749 or visit http:// 
citizensadvicecd.org.uk/ 
volunteer.

CITIZENS ADVICE NEEDS YOU
FROM PAGE 1
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BISHOP AUCKLAND’S 
Big Purple Play Bus oper-
ates across the  County 
Durham Area. 

It is a fully fitted mobile 
soft play area that can 
host up to 20 children at 
any one time. 

The bus is staffed by 
qualified youth work-
ers who hold enhanced 
DBS checks and first aid 
qualifications and is fully 
insured. 

The bus is a safe and 
secure environment for 

BIG PURPLE PLAY BUS 
AVAILABLE FOR HIRE

children, from schools and 
groups to private parties 
and community events. 

The bus can be brought 
to a venue of your choice 
and is set up with music 
and disco lights to add 
to the atmosphere of any 
party or event. 

Prices start from as 
little as £150 for 1.5 
hours of play. For more 
information visit the 
Facebook page @thebig 
purpleplaybus or call  
07979 001143.

Check
us out on 

CORPORATE
AND

PRIVATE
HIRE

Brought to you by
Auckland Youth 
& Community Centre

FULLY FITTED MOBILE SOFT PLAY AREA
AVAILABLE FOR HIRE!

PARTIES  |  WEDDINGS  |  CHRISTENINGS  |  EVENTS

Supported by
Gaunless Gateway

For more information contact Graeme on 07979 001143

www.ayccltd.co.uk

High Quality Gates 
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- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron BOILER 

INSTALLATIONS, 
SERVICE & REPAIR

Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN

HEATING  &  PLUMBING

Damp Proofing Specialist 
Timber Treatments

Condensation Problems
Damp Surveys

30 Year Guarantee
07854 493727

www.key-interiors.co.uk

and compete in the South 
West Durham Veterans 
Bowling League.  

The club is encouraging 
players of all ages and 
abilities, including young 
people, to join and share 
their enjoyment of the 
game.

Bob Webster, the club’s 
chairman said: “I would 
like to thank the Town 
Council for granting us 
this award.

“It will help the club 
maintain what we feel is 
an important recreational 
facility, which can benefit 

both young and old in our 
local community.”

The Town Council has 
allocated up to £5,000 
to support local organi-
sations working for the 
benefit of the residents of 
Bishop Auckland.  

Community groups and 
local charities are invited 
to apply for grants of up 
to £500.

To download an appli-
cation form and for fur-
ther information, visit the 
Town Council website at 
www.bishopauckland-tc. 
gov.uk.

A GRANT of £500 has 
been awarded to Bishop 
Auckland Bowling Club 
from the Town Council’s 
Community Fund.  

Town Mayor, Councillor 
Joy Allen presented the 
grant to the club on Mon-
day 24th June. 

The funds will be put 
towards the purchase of a 
new lawnmower and leaf 
blower to maintain the 
bowling green.

Bishop Auckland Bowl-
ing Club has over thirty 
members who take part in 
weekly training sessions 

BOWLING CLUB AWARDED GRANT
Town Mayor, Cllr Joy Allen presenting the Community Fund grant to members of Bishop Auckland 
Bowling Club. Photo: Christine Percival.

Pass + 
Driving School
29 years experience

High Pass RAte
** Special Offer **

4 lessons only £40

Call Ian on
07989 802481

IF Electrical & 
Security

Tel: Shaun Hope
07857 813 393
ifproducts07@gmail.com

Intruder Alarms - CCTV - Fire 
- Smoke Detection - Access 
Control - Security Lighting - 

Electrical Installation, NAPIT 
Approved

20 Years’  Experience, serving 
the Bishop Auckland area

LOCAL CHARITY, Angel 
Trust are bringing back 
the old-fashioned club 
trip.

A spokesperson for the 
charity, which aims to 
provide support to local 
people when they need it 
most said: “We would be 
delighted if you could join 
us on our nostalgic club 
trip to Whitley Bay on 1st 
August.

“Coaches will pick 
guests up from Tindale 
WMC at 9am. Travellers 
will have an activity filled 
coach trip on the way 
to Whitley Bay Beach, a 

golden sand, Blue Flag 
award-winning beach.

Children will be greeted 
with a bucket and spade 
goody bag, which will set 
them for the day, ready to 
explore the seaside.

“All guests are then 
free to explore the beach 
until we meet again at the 
coaches later in the day.”

All guests under 18 
must be accompanied by 
an adult.

Under 3s travel free on a 
parent’s lap. Coaches will 
return at 4pm at the meet-
ing point for the journey 
back home.

Seats are £12 per per-
son and can be purchased 
from the charity’s website 
at www.angeltrust.co.uk

ANGEL TRUST BRING BACK CLUB TRIP

PREFECT
ROOFING

All aspects of roofing 
& building work undertaken

FREE ESTIMATES | WORK GUARANTEED
Telephone 

07523 523 943
Over 40 years’ experience

Our aim is to be perfect
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mendous achievement in 
their first year together, 
they too returned home 
with the trophy after play-
ing some fantastic foot-
ball.

The U8 Aces, having  
visited Stamford Bridge 
last month, thanks to 
SG Petch and Hyundai 
sponsorship, were able 
to welcome Chelsea FC 
coaches to Bishop Auck-
land last week. 

Not only did the Aces 
have a fantastic time, but 
the St Mary’s coaches 
also picked up some 
invaluable tips too.

A return visit to the 
Chelsea training ground, 
which is home to an 
unbelievable 34 full size 

pitches,  has now been 
scheduled for September. 

The club now has its 
own tournament to look 
forward to, on the week-
end of July  20th and 21st, 
when over 60 teams will 
be visiting to enjoy grass-
roots football at its best. 

Meanwhile, Bishop 
Auckalnd first team are 
also back in training again 
and in the squad are four  
players who have pro-
gressed to the side from 
the St Mary’s ranks. 

The players will be work-
ing hard to get into the first 
team, as will players from 
the new Bishop AFC U18 
squad, which is playing in 
the Durham FA Saturday 
League next season.

IT WAS a great weekend 
again at Bishop Auck-
land St Mary’s Juniors 
after the club’s U15 squad 
returned from the Cham-
pions League Cup at Red-
car with the silverware.  

This followed on from 
their fantastic cup-win-
ning achievement away in 
Holland last month. 

The U14 Kings had a 
great win at the Saltburn 
tournament last weekend 
winning 4-1 in the final 
with some fantastic dis-
plays and great effort in 
hot conditions.

The U7 Kings played in 
the Rockliffe Cup at Mid-
dlesbrough FC’s training 
ground at Rockliffe Park 
and, in what proved a tre-

TROPHIES GALORE FOR ST MARY’S
St Mary’s U15s celebrate with the cup after winning their tournament in Holland.

SISTERS KATIE “The 
Head Hunter” and Lau-
ren “Sweet P” Simpson, 
entered a Taekwondo 
skills charity competition 
on Sunday 23rd June, 
at Darlington, hosted 
by Chungdokwan Taek-
wondo and the pair, who 
train at SAS Taekwondo 
at Henknowle Commu-
nity Centre, both returned 

SILVERWARE FOR SISTERS
Sisters Katie and Lauren Simpson show off their silverware.

home with silverware. 
Katie took the gold 

medal in the flying side-
kick challenge while Lau-
ren took silver in power 
kicking and a bronze in 
flying sidekick. 

“They are both true war-
riors, showing true fight-
ing spirit,” said their very 
proud instructor, Andy 
Sowerby.

BISHOP AUCKLAND 
Cricket Club is hosting an 
Italian Night on Saturday 
July 13th from 8pm.  

For £10, you will be 
served pasta or pizza with 

garlic bread from Alfres-
coNapoli, plus one free 
drink. 

For more information, 
contact  Paul Furby on 
07976 569912.

CRICKET CLUB ITALIAN NIGHT

THE CLOSE House 
Branch of the Sunder-
land Supporters Club will 
now be picking up for all 
matches, both home and 
away, from the doctor’s 
surgery in Watling Road 
(the old fire station). 

There will be normal 

picks from there into Shil-
don and onwards. 

The first game of the 
new season is Saturday 
3rd August and pick up is 
12.20pm.

For any further details, 
contact George Thomp-
son on 07910 225866

SUNDERLAND SUPPORTERS BUS

BISHOP AUCKLAND 
Rugby Club is recruiting 
players for its Junior and 
Minis age groups. 

“We are recruiting 
across a broad age range, 
from U7s to U12s and are 
looking for any newcom-
ers to the sport,” said 
Minis Chairman, Gareth 
John.

“We play on Sundays 
at West Mills Playing 
Fields in Bishop Auck-

land and the start time 
is 10.30am through till 
12 noon. The clubhouse 
is open for drinks and 
food to all members and 
non-members, playing 
and non-playing, support-
ers and families. 

“It is a great atmosphere 
with a family ethos run-
ning throughout the club,” 
added Gareth. 

“We have players as 
young as 3 years old play-

ing in our BLT’s group. We 
start our Tag teams at 
U7’s and Contact teams 
at U9’s and teams are 
taken all the way through 
to U18’s and Seniors. 

“We encourage girls and 
boys to come and play 
and have fun.”

Anyone interested in 
taking their children along 
should contact Gareth by 
email at gazjohn@hotmail. 
co.uk.

RUGBY CLUB JUNIORS AND MINIS


