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“What was 
Showaddywaddy’s 
only UK 
number 1 hit?

The historic Shildon Railway Institute could close its doors within the year if steps aren’t taken to safeguard its future. 

THE COMMITTEE of the 
Shildon Railway Institute 
- the “Stute” as it’s affec-
tionately known locally 
- has confirmed that it 
expects the social club 
will close for business 
within a year unless steps 
are taken to save it. 

The club has been 
steadily losing money 
to the point where it has 
now become critically 
unviable. 

The decline in the club’s 
fortunes has been attrib-
uted to a steady fall in 
active membership and a 

combination of changing 
social habits in the com-
munity; the availability of 
cheap drink in supermar-
kets and rising running 
and entertainment costs.

“We’re devastated,” one 
member told the Crier. 
“Our family has been 

coming in here for gener-
ations. I can’t believe this 
could be the end of it.” 

The committee and 
manageress have tried 
every avenue they can 
think of to attract new 

SHILDON RAILWAY INSTITUTE 
COULD CLOSE WITHIN THE YEAR

WIN TICKETS 
FOR SHILDON 
LIVE
SHILDON LIVE is set to 
rock the town’s Hack-
worth Park on Sunday 
26th May and the Town 
Crier has two pairs of tick-
ets to give away.

Featuring ‘the greatest 
rock & roll band in the 
world’ Showwaddywaddy 
and one of the great soul 
acts of their era, Odyssey, 
Shildon’s music festival, 
which has been organised 
by the town’s local pro-
moter, Northern Produc-
tions Ltd,  is the only place 
to be on the final bank hol-
iday Sunday in May.

As well as local promot-
ers, the festival will also 
feature Shildon musi-
cians in four of the eight 
supporting acts.

To win a pair of tickets, 
simply tell us, what was 
Showaddywaddy’s only 
UK number 1 hit? Email 
crier@swd.news or send 
us a PM on our Facebook 
page with your answers.

The lucky winners will 
be selected at random on 
Wednesday 8th May.

For more details on the 
event, see page 5.
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SEND US YOUR STORIES

If you have a story you 
would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
We are especially 
interested in good

news, be it personal 
achievements, local 

fundraising, community 
service or any other 

positive stories. Call us 
on 01388 775896 or 

email crier@swd.news

DISCLAIMER

Shildon & District Town 
Crier cannot be

held responsible for 
advertisers offering
goods or services. 

As a general rule we would
advise anyone not to 
part with any money

until an order has been 
completed to your
full satisfaction. 

All information is correct,
to the best of our 

knowledge, at the time of
printing. 

Shildon & District Town 
Crier accepts articles in

good faith and takes 
no responsibility for

errors and/or omissions.

You can read our 
sister papers online:

www.swd.news/chapter

SPENNYMOOR
NEWS

www.swd.news/spenny

www.swd.news/bishop

Classifieds
All about local people ...

Birthdays

In Memoriam

To advertise in The Crier 
and its sister papers:
T: (01388) 775 896
E: crier@swd.news

Classifieds
Classifieds cost 42p per 
word + £7.20 for an optional 
photograph. For more 
information call 01388 775896 
or email crier@swd.news.

Services
House Plans & Extensions
01325 300646 / 07795 965 670

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

Ethel Maud Cowan
Nee Humble

On April 11th, peacefully 
at Rose Lodge, Aycliffe, 

Aged 79

Beloved wife of the late 
Denis, dear sister, 

sister-in-law, mother, 
nanna & great nanna

Will friends please meet 
for Funeral Service on 
Wednesday 1st May at 

2pm, Shildon Methodist 
Church, and afterwards at 

Plevna Mews, Shildon.

Pearl English

It is with great sadness 
the family of

Announce her passing, on 
Friday 12th April 2019, 

Aged 90 years

Service to be held at 
3.30pm on Monday 29th 
April 2019 at Wear Valley 

Crematorium. 
Friends welcome.

Loving wife of the late Eric, 
dearly loved mother of 

Alan and cherished gran 
to Emily and Joshua, and 

great gran to Archie

In Memoriam

Joyce Ward
Died 30th April 2018

Mam, you gave us many 
things in life

Gifts both great and small,
But most of all you gave 

us love
The greatest gift of all

Forever in our thoughts,
Loved always,

Chris, Alan, Victoria, Daniel, 
Lewis, Harry & Kate

xxx

Bella Makinson
26.4.18

You are missed more than 
words can say,

Memories of you will 
always stay,

I miss our talks and your 
comforting voice,

You would still be here if it 
were my choice

Sister-in-law Margaret

Isabella Makinson
Bella

26.4.2018
Every day without you

Since you had to go
Is like summer without 

sunshine
And winter without snow

Love you always,
Dawn, Alan, Jessica, Jennifer 

& a big kiss from James

We wish we could 
talk to you

There is so much 
we would say,

Life has changed so very 
much

Since you went away

We miss the bond between 
us

And miss your kind 
support,

You’re in our minds and in 
our hearts

And our every thought
We always feel you close 

to us
And though you’re far from 

sight,
We search for you among 

the stars
That shine every night

Birthday Memories

James Morris
(Jim)

23rd April
To be together

As once we were
Would be my birthday wish

For you today

Sadly missed,
Loving wife Janet & family

Happy 30th Birthday 
Andrew!

Andrew Haines

The best daddy and 
husband ever!

We love you

Love always,
Your wife Malissa, Dakota, 
Kaiden, Oliver and the fur 
babies Gunner & Charlie

Happy 18th birthday
Love Mam & Dad

Charley Steadman

And a Happy 18th Birthday 
to our little sister,

Love Karl & Connor
xxx

Ann Fletcher
May 1st

Happy birthday to a very 
special mother

Lots of love,
Carol, Tony & Lesley,

Kevin & Janice and all 
grandchildren & great 

grandchildren
xxx

80!

Charley Steadman
27th April

Happy 18th Birthday

Love from Nana, Grandad 
and all the family

18!

John Robert Trotter
29th April 2005

Treasured memories of a 
special man

Love all the family

Tenderly we treasure the 
past

With memories that will 
always last

For Sale
New Beds, Mattresses
From £90. Delivery arranged.
07789 113 343

Emma Dunn
Nee Smith, died April 
10th aged 38 years of 

Darlington, formerly of 
Shildon

Will friends please meet 
for service at Darlington 
Crematorium at 3.15pm 
on Monday April 29th. 

Family flowers only please. 
Donations in lieu, if desired, 

may be left for Crohn’s 
and Colitis UK.

A devoted wife of Paul, 
much-loved and loving 
daughter of Elaine and 

cherished sister of David. 
Daughter-in-law of Pat and 

the late David.

Birthdays

Acknowledgements

McLean
Arthur McLean and 

family would like to thank 
everyone for the kind 

wishes and cards following 
their sad loss of Elsie. 

Thanks to doctors, nurses, 
carers and neighbours for 

their care and kindness.



3

Friday 26th April 2019 For more news from Shildon and across South West Durham visit: www.swd.news

Bishop Middleham Plant 
& Recycling Limited
For your Skip Hire (all sizes)
Recycled Stone, Sand, Top Soil, 
Road Planing, Grab Truck Hire, 
Muck Away & Stone Deliveries

Tel: 07917 351667

Dean & Chapter Industrial Estate, Ferryhill DL17 8LH

Domestics Direct 
AppliAnce repAirs

Washing Machines, Tumble 
Dryers, Electric Cookers, 

Vacuum Cleaners, Dish Washers

free locAl cAll out

Call Darren
Daytime: 07949 905 581
Evening: 01388 721 882

A plaque from 1933 
inside the building com-
memorates the original 
Institute’s overall cente-
nary; it’s bicentenary is 
just fourteen years from 
now. 

This newer Institute 
building, on Redworth 
Road, was sold to the 
members in the 1980s 
around the time the Shil-
don Works was closing 
and has been under the 
custodianship of a local 
committee ever since. 

The Grade II listed Rail-
way Institute building 
is not just the home of 
the social club, but also 
acts as the headquarters 
for the Shildon Amateur 
Boxing Club, the second 
oldest boxing club in Brit-
ain, which was formed in 
1903 and to this day helps 
local youngsters achieve 
their potential through 
the discipline and art of 
boxing. 

The boxing club is now 
actively seeking a new 
home, which could poten-
tially involve moving away 

from Shildon, although 
we understand a location 
in the town would be pre-
ferred.

“We’re really worried 
for the building itself,” a 
committee spokesperson 
explained. “While the club 
is still in business we can 
look after it. But once it’s 
stood empty, well, we’ve 
seen what happens. 

“You just have to look at 
the old Flag and Whistle 
on Mill Street. 

“It could be prone to 
vandalism or break-ins 
over time and become 
derelict. 

“We’re looking at 
options but it’s a special-
ist building and with the 
Grade II listing it’s hard to 
see what other commer-
cial uses it might have.”

An exact expected clo-
sure date has not yet been 
set. “Obviously we want 
to keep going as long as 
we can, but at the current 
rate of monthly loss we’re 
going to run out of time, 
possibly within the year,” 
added the spokesperson.

business; including offer-
ing the function room 
for hire at no charge and 
stocking a wide range of 
fashionable gin to attract 
younger adult members 
under the clever title of 
‘the Ginstitute’ but ulti-
mately to little effect.

Some have suggested 
that it’s not immediately 
apparent from the out-
ward appearance of the 
building that it is a social 
club, which might deter 
many who aren’t regular 
customers, or perhaps 
are visitors to the town, 
from dropping in.

The Railway Institute is 
a continuation of the first 
of its kind in the world, 
tracing its roots back to 
1833, with the current 
building having been built 
in 1911 by the North East-
ern Railway to replace an 
earlier Institute building 
on Station Street which 
then became a cinema 
before its eventual dem-
olition. 

‘STUTE IS “RUNNING OUT OF TIME”
The Institute was built in 1911 by the North Eastern Railway.

FROM PAGE 1

Is this your cat?
We have an adult female 
cat who is spending a lot of 
time in our garden (Cedar 
Grove) she isn’t hungry and 
she looks well, but she hasn’t 
got a microchip. It might 
be that she just likes sitting 
quietly watching the birds, 
she’s doing no harm and we 
don’t mind her sitting there but she’s been sitting out 
overnight and some mornings has been wet through.  
We just want to know if she has a home she goes to 
sometimes, and that she isn’t lost so if she is your cat 
could you call or text on 07747861897 just so we know 
we needn’t worry about her. Thank you.

Barbara Bates
Cedar Grove, Shildon

Letters to the Editor...
Email: crier@swd.news stating ‘Letter’ in the subject line.
Write to: Letters, Shildon & District Town Crier, 3-4 First 
Floor Offices, Shildon Town Council, Shildon DL4 1AH.
All letters (including emails) must include the writer’s name, 
address, postal code and contact number and may be edited.
The maximum length for letters is 200 words.

“Get the council tax in Shildon down”
As a former Mayor and a Shildon Town Councillor I 
feel I must write and express my sheer disgust with 
the recent precept rise, (Council Tax ) with the vast 
majority of it going to Durham County Council. 
There are people in this town who are struggling to 
pay bills and this recent rise is not helping. With some 
families in Shildon every penny counts. 
Out of the 124 Parishes that make up County Durham, 
Shildon now pays the second highest Council Tax; only 
Peterlee pays more. As a comparison, a category B 
property in Bolam pays £1,477.31 while Shildon pays 
a whopping £1,687.64 – a difference of £210.33.  
Middridge pays £1,524.39 for Category B housing - a 
difference of £163.25 for half a mile ! 
What do we have to show for the amazing amount of 
money that we pay compared to the rest of Durham? 
Not a great deal. Without doubt, over the years this 
town has been robbed of many of its amenities.  
For those with short memories, if you can recall we 
have lost our Shildon Centre, Swimming Pool and the 
Hackworth House Nursing Home because there was 
NO money left. They were all closed under Durham 
County Council cuts. 
However, we now find That Durham County Council 
under the leadership of the “Spendthrift” Durham 
Labour Group have found, by some miracle £50 
MILLION to build their new headquarters, aka project 
“Ivory Towers” in Durham City.  
Surely to goodness there must be a cheaper alternative? 
This scheme has not been thought through.  
On top of that we now find out that they have £200 
MILLION in reserves.  It must be one heck of a rainy 
day that they are saving this money for -  Perhaps even 
a Hurricane! 
Durham County Council have lost sight of the fact that 
it is OUR MONEY that they are playing with, not theirs! 
They must look at themselves and establish what their 
priorities are, if they were running a business it would 
have gone bankrupt years ago. 
On the second of May we have a choice of who 
represents us. I hope that people of Shildon will 
use their vote wisely. Whoever is elected we need 
somebody who is really going to fight for this town.
They need to take with them a message to Durham 
County Council: “Don’t waste our money, get the 
Council Tax in Shildon down.” 

Yours faithfully, 
Stuart Bird, Dale Road
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High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

Damp Proofing Specialist 
Timber Treatments

Condensation Problems
Damp Surveys

30 Year Guarantee
07854 493727

www.key-interiors.co.uk

25 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE

Navigate HR 
& Admin Services

Insightful Thinking, Real Life Solutions

Offering HR and office 
support to business, sole 
traders and self employed

Contact Kathryn on 
01388 22 77 27

navigatehrhelp@gmail.com
www.navigatehrandadmin.com

Pass + 
Driving School
29 yea rs expe ri ence

H igh Pass RAte
** Special Offer **

4 lessons on ly £40

Call Ian on
07989 802481

G TAVERNOR SERVICES

01388 213012 | 07456 443411

All aspects of 
Landscaping Services 
undertaken, including: 

Driveways
Patios 

Artificial Lawns
Fencing

Contact Gareth for a 
FREE no obligation quote

SMALL JOBS EXPERT
LOCAL PLUMBER 

CALL JOE FOR A FREE  
QUOTATION AND  

NO CALL OUT CHARGE ON 

UNDERTAKING ALL THE 
SMALL JOBS THAT BIG 

COMPANIES DON’T WANT 
FROM DRIPPING TAPS TO 

BROKEN TOILETS

07535 362591

Area Traffic Co-ordinator 
met with the developer 
this morning [18th April].

“The outcome of this 
meeting is that the devel-
oper has agreed to scrap 
the original temporary 
road closure proposals 
and resubmit a revised 
proposal that, it is hoped, 
greatly reduces many of 
the concerns that were 
raised with the original 
proposal during the con-
sultation process earlier 
this week.

“Councillors will be con-
sulted on the new pro-
posal, so we’ll wait and 
see what it says.”

The first phase of devel-
opment on the site by 
house builders Keepmoat 
Homes has already begun, 
with the first homes 
expected to be ready to 
move into by the new year. 

The rest of the 256 two, 
three and four bed homes 
are scheduled to be com-
pleted by the end of 2022. 

The development is 
being progressed under 
Homes England’s Accel-
erated Construction pro-
gramme, aimed to speed 
up the delivery of new 
homes across the coun-
try.

The development will 
include 20 family homes 
being provided for 
affordable rent through 
Believe Housing, along 
with a further 6 homes for 
discounted market sale.

 A £250,000 financial 
package to aid the deliv-
ery of off-site highway 
improvements, biodiver-
sity measures and allot-
ment and recreation area 
works are also included in 
the plans.

PLANNERS HAVE agreed 
to reconsider road closure 
plans that would cause 
major disruption to motor-
ists travelling through 
Middridge.

A busy section of Mid-
dridge Road was due to 
be closed for a six week 
period in May and June 
in order to build a new 
roundabout at the junc-
tion of Middridge Road 
and Greenfield Way. The 
new road layout had 
been designed to enable 
access to the new Eldon 
Whins housing estate on 
Middridge Road, however 
council planners have 
agreed to re-think the clo-
sure and seek an alterna-
tive plan following a public 
outcry.

Councillor John Clare 
posted on Facebook: 
“Durham County Council’s 

ROUNDABOUT PLANS SHELVED FOR 
NEW HOUSING DEVELOPMENT

An artist’s impression of the Eldon Whins development.

POLICE ARE appealing 
for information following 
a one vehicle collision 
near Redworth village.

The incident occurred 
just after 7.30am on 
Monday 15th April, south-
bound on the A6072.

It is believed the rider 
of a SYM JET scooter 
was travelling along the 
carriageway when he fell 
from the bike on a right 
hand turn and collided 

with a kerb and roadside 
furniture.

The impact caused seri-
ous internal injuries to 
the rider, who was taken 
to James Cook Univer-
sity Hospital in Mid-
dlesbrough.

Anyone who witnessed 
the collision or has dash-
cam footage of the inci-
dent is asked to contact 
101 quoting reference 
number 44 of April 15th.

POLICE APPEAL FOR 
DASHCAM FOOTAGE

HUMBLES GARAGE
01388 778070  |  07778 117 778

1 ROBSON STREET SHILDON, DL4 1EB

WE ARE NOW CLOSED ON SATURDAYS

MOTs - MOTORBIKES, 
CARS AND VANS

SERVICING
TYRES

EXHAUSTS

SHILDON ALIVE GRAND 
RE-OPENING
SHILDON ALIVE, A St 
John’s Church project, will 
have its grand re-opening  
at its new premises this 
Saturday at 2pm. 

All are welcome to go 
along to 91-95 Church 
Street for a cuppa and a 
chat. 

“Find out more about our 
new and existing projects 
and take the opportunity 
to join our credit union 
collection point for sav-
ings and loans,” encour-
aged a spokesperson.

For more information 
call 01388 417600.

NOW OPEN
CLASS CUTS BARBERS

11 Redworth Road, Shildon, DL4 2JB (ex Chisolm’s bookies, opposite Co-op)
Tel: 07413 273 609

Taleb would like to 
welcome everyone 
to his new 
Turkish-style 
Barbers

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK
Haircuts | Skin Fade 
Wet Shave | Hot Towel 

FREE PARKING
Find us on facebook: classcutsbarbershildon

@ShildonCrier
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LICENCED BAR | CHILDREN’S RIDES | FOOD STALLS | MUCH MORE
1PM TILL 11PM @ HACKWORTH PARK 

ADVANCED TICKETS
ADULTS £16 | 14-17S £8

GATE TICKETS
ADULTS £20 | 14-17S £10
UNDER 14S GO FREE ACCOMPANIED BY AN ADULT

WWW.SHILDONLIVE.CO.UK
AVAILABLE NOW FROM

or @ Shildon Civic Hall: 01388 772902
Shildon Town Council open 8.30-4.30 Mon - Fri
Bishop Auckland @ Brotherton’s Music 

‘The greatest rock ‘n’ roll band in the world’ - SHOWADDYWADDY + 
one of the greatest soul acts of their era - ODYSSEY, brought to you by 
Shildon’s NORTHERN PRODUCTIONS LTD.
With a supporting line-up of home-grown talent, featuring 
Shildon members in 4 out of 8 bands! Plus bar, security, funfair,             
catering and face-painting all provided by Shildon businesses.

SUN

MAY
26

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

A MAN has been charged 
after two windows of the 
constituency office of 
Helen Goodman MP were 
smashed.

The incident took place 
at Cockton Hill Road, 
Bishop Auckland, on the 
evening of Saturday, April 
6th.

Colin Dodds, 44, of 
Douthwaite Road, Bishop 
Auckland, has been 

charged with criminal 
damage and public order 
offences. 

He will appear at New-
ton Aycliffe Magistrates’ 
Court, on Thursday, May 
2nd.

A second man, aged 50, 
was arrested on suspicion 
of criminal damage and 
public order offences. He 
has been released under 
investigation.

MAN CHARGED AFTER 
MP OFFICE ATTACKED

led by our professional 
tutor, Daria Coates who 
is on hand to guide you 
through the sessions.”

The ten-week course 
starts on Tuesday 30th 
April, Spanish Improvers 
6pm–7.30pm and Span-
ish Beginners 7.30–9pm.  
The cost for the full 
course is just £40.

Visit the website at 
greeenfield-arts.co.uk to 
view the full summer pro-
gramme and book your 
place online.  

If you would like any 
further information you 
can  contact their friendly 
team on 01325 379048 
or email info@greenfield 
-arts.co.uk.

HAVE YOU ever thought of 
learning a new language? 
As part of Greenfield Arts’ 
summer programme one 
of their offerings remains 
their popular Spanish lan-
guage sessions.

“Our beginners session 
is perfect for those just 
starting out and is perfect 
for the holiday season or 
simply to challenge your-
self and learn something 
new,” said a spokesper-
son. “Our courses and 
activities aim to encour-
age you to have a voice 
and a say. Having the con-
fidence to express your-
self in a second language 
can be a great experience 
and a chance to commu-
nicate with others.

“If you already have a 
basic knowledge of the 
language, we also run an 
improvers session. 

“This level is ideal for 
those who know the 
basics and want to pro-
gress their knowledge of 
speaking and grammar, a 
great help for those who 
want to hone their skills or 
use Spanish for business 
purposes.  All classes are 

SPANISH SKILLS AT GREENFIELD ARTS

Greenfield Arts offers Spanish Language lessons as part of 
its summer programme.

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

GARBUTT CLOSE Com-
munity Centre in Shildon 
is hosting a coffee morn-
ing every Friday from 

10am until 11am in the 
community room and 
everyone is welcome to 
go along.

GARBUTT COFFEE MORNING

@shildontowncrier
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took the time to come 
to the park and drop off 
a whopping bag full of 
Tesco groceries because 
he’d seen us on Face-
book. We salute you all.

“All in all it was a very 
moving experience”.

Hackworth parkrun 

happens every Saturday 
morning starting at 9am. 
For more information visit 
w w w.park run.org .uk /
hackworth/register, then 
print out your barcode.  

For more info on Shildon 
Alive visit shildonalive.
org.uk. 

THE TEAM from Shildon 
Alive held a food bank col-
lection before the start of 
last weekend’s parkrun on 
Saturday 20th April. 

Event Director of Hack-
worth parkrun, Neil Wood, 
said: “We were all totally 
amazed by the generos-

ity of everyone who came 
along with parcels of 
foodstuffs.

“From runners to 
non-runners, to both 
young and old alike, and 
to a gentleman who was 
on his way home after 
working a night shift but 

‘RUN’ OF DONATIONS FOR SHILDON ALIVE
Representatives from the Shildon Alive and Hackworth parkrun teams with just some of the food donations that were 
brought to the start line. 

ST JOHN’S Church will 
be holding their popular 
monthly coffee and cake 
morning on Saturday 
27th April, from 10am to 
11.30am.

“All are welcome to 
come along and share 
a coffee and chat in the 
beautiful parish church 
and admire the lovely 
Easter flower arrange-
ments,” said a spokesper-
son.

COFFEE AND 
CAKE IN 
‘BEAUTIFUL’ 
CHURCH

THE CHATTY Cafe at Shil-
don’s Methodist Commu-
nity Hall will be open on 
Tuesday 30th April from 
1pm - 3pm.

“Everyone is welcome,” 
commented an organiser. 
“Why not call in and take 
part in our activities? Or 
just stay for a chat!”

ALL WELCOME 
AT METHODIST 
CHURCH’S 
CHATTY CAFE

Please vote for Councillor
Garry Huntington in our
County Council by-election
Garry was born in Shildon and
has decades of experience as a
local councillor. He was a Police
Authority member for years, is a
school governor and a current
town councillor.
Garry was part of the team which
saved Shildon’s iconic Millenium
Arches which Labour County
Councillors wanted to demolish.
Garry is committed to getting the
investment Shildon and Dene
Valley needs and will fight to stop
Labour waste and excessive
council tax rises.
Garry says, “I am really concerned
about the massive rise in crime in
our area, and failure by Labour to
regenerate Shildon & Dene Valley.
“Labour are failing to tackle empty
properties, and fail to sort out

rogue landlords, problem tenants
and anti-social behaviour.”
Garry adds, “Labour are spending
£50 million on a new HQ in Durham
City at your expense. It’s on a flood
plain with no main bus route with
no renewable energy! It’s absurd, is
an insult to residents in the Shildon
area and a waste of money.
“Labour plan £100million of new
roads in Durham City. What about
regenerating our area? We need
councillors standing up for Shildon.”
“Tory and independent councillors
do little to challenge Labour. The
Conservative and UKIP candidates
live absolutely miles away.”
Garry concludes, “We need a local
councillor, not someone parachuted
in from miles away with no address
on the ballot paper.”

Reasons we can’t afford another
Labour County Councillor here
● Labour shut the DLI museum, paid their

councillors £12600 in clothing allowances and
insulted teaching assistants with big pay cuts.

● Labour councillors are giving Durham City
your money and ignoring our area.

● Labour keep £200 million of our money in
reserves then cut services, hike council tax
and fail to invest here.

● Labour REFUSE help for the disabled, block
funding for school 20mph zones: AND give
tax breaks to landlords for leaving homes
empty and run-down.

GOOD GOVERNANCE NEEDS GOOD JUDGEMENT.
LABOUR HAVE FAILED THE PEOPLE OF SHILDON
AND DENE VALLEY.

VOTE FOR GARRY HUNTINGTON ON THURSDAY MAY 2ND. THE LOCAL,
EXPERIENCED CANDIDATE, WITH THE BEST CHANCE OF BEATING LABOUR XBy providing your data to us, you are consenting to us contacting you in the future by mail, email, telephone, text, website and apps, even though you may be registered with the Telephone Preference Service. You can always opt out of communications at any time
by contacting us or visiting www.libdems.org.uk/optout . For more info go to www.libdems.org.uk/privacy. Published and promoted by Amanda Hopgood for and on behalf of Garry Huntington all at 5 Central Parade, Shildon, DL4 1DL. Printed by Solopress, 9 Stock Road, SS2 5QF.
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VIRGIN MEDIA have 
‘given back to the commu-
nity’ by holding an Easter 
Egg Drive in aid of Shildon 
Alive and the Wear Valley 
Women’s Refuge.

Faye Kirton of Virgin 
Media said: “Both parties 
gratefully received the 
donations and we were 
really happy to support 
giving back to the com-
munities we are currently 
delivering our network to.”

The broadband provider 
will also be hosting fur-
ther pop-events in the 
near future.

VIRGIN MEDIA ‘GIVE BACK TO THE 
COMMUNITY’ WITH EASTER EGG DRIVE

Representatives from Virgin Media deliver the huge pile of 
Easter Eggs to Shildon Alive.

‘I was only beaten by three votes’
As an independent candidate in the upcoming by-
election I feel I must highlight an issue with the Liberal 
Democrat leaflet’s bar chart.
They have re-distributed yet another leaflet stating 
that ‘the Tories and others were out of touch’.
For the record I was only beaten by three votes in the 
2017 election, a fact that can be verified by looking on 
Durham County Council’s website.
When I went to school the Y axis of a bar chart was 
there to represent the measure of each group clearly. 
In this case, for whatever reason, it is not to scale. 
This may give voters the impression that a vote for 
an Independent candidate would be wasted. This is 
definitely not the case. 

Robert Ingledew
Eskdale Gardens, Shildon

Letters to the Editor...
Email: crier@swd.news stating ‘Letter’ in the subject line.
Write to: Letters, Shildon & District Town Crier, 3-4 First 
Floor Offices, Shildon Town Council, Shildon DL4 1AH.

REV. CANON David Tom-
linson’s last service as 
vicar of St. John’s will be 
this coming Sunday, 28th 
April at 6pm, followed by 
a buffet. 

The service will look 
back over the last ten 
years, celebrating the 
good and looking forward 
to what’s next. 

All are welcome.

REV. TOMLINSON’S 
FINAL SERVICE

A DISABLED resident of 
Teesdale Walk has been 
left heartbroken after 
unscrupulous thieves 
stole her garden bench.

The resident, who 
doesn’t wish to be named, 
relied on the bench to 
take a breather and enjoy 
the sunshine whilst gar-

dening, butr has been left 
unable to enjoy the recent 
warm weather. 

She told the Crier: “I 
can’t believe how low 
some people would go. 
It would have taken two 
people to carry the bench. 
I just want it back so I can 
sit out the front like I used 

to.”
The seat was stolen 

sometime between 2nd 
and 5th April. If anyone 
saw any suspicious activ-
ity or has been offered a 
bench for sale, contact 
Shildon Police on 101 
quoting crime number 
CR100191384.

THIEVES STEAL DISABLED 
WOMAN’S BENCH



Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...
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OLD SHILDON Homing 
Society’s racing season 
continued on Saturday 
20th April, when the birds 
were released at Leices-
ter, for a 141-mile race 
back home.

The birds were liberated 
at 7.50am and the race 
was dominated by Smith, 
Alderson & Spark, who 
took all top six spots, with 
their first bird arriving at 
10.33am.

RACING PIGEON RESULTS

THERE WAS no jackpot 
winner after Shildon AFC 
Supporters’ Club’s latest 
lottery draw on Sunday 
21st April.

The six numbers drawn 

were: 3, 5, 6, 9, 12 and 13. 
The £25 consolation prize 
was won by S Hallimond. 
This week, players must 
match 6 from 13 to claim 
a £750 jackpot prize.

LOTTO JACKPOT ROLLS OVER

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 

factory and saveFREE
PRINCE BISHOP
TREE & GARDEN SERVICES

Tree Surgery & Pruning
Lawn & Garden Care

No job too big or small
Discount for OAPs. 

Locally based.
For a competitive, friendly 

and reliable service,
Call Sean on 07384 628648

Andrew’s Roofing
Chimney Stacks - Ridge Tile 

Repairs - Brickwork Repointed 
- Flat Roofs - Slating & Tiling - 
Felting and Pointing - Repairs 

- UPVC, Gutters, Fascias, 
Soffits & Flat Roofing Specialist

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

THE TOWN Crier’s logo 
will proudly adorn the 
shirts of the Durham 
Tigers this season after 
the club held a raffle for 
companies to win spon-
sorship on their shirt. 

The raffle was won by 
vice chairman, Jason 
Plews’s son, who was 
persuaded by the offer of 
new clothes, to pass the 
winning ticket on to his 
father, who then selected 
the Crier as his choice for  
sponsorship

“The Crier does such a 
wonderful job, providing 
such a fantastic paper 
for the community and, in 

CRIER TO ADORN TIGERS TOPS
The Town Crier logo on the back of Durham Tigers’ shirt.

my opinion, does not get 
enough recognition for 
the great work it does,” 
said Jason.

Editor of the Crier, Steph-
anie Bennett said: “We’re 
delighted Jason chose 
our paper and we look 
forward to supporting the 
club through the season.”

The club is also look-
ing for volunteers to take 
match photos and write 
match reports which will 
be published in the Crier 
throughout the season. 

Anyone interested can 
contact Jason by email at 
plewsjason@btinternet.
com.

by Tom Wickens who 
chipped in with 2 for 20. 

Shildon had fielded 
throughout the first 
innings with ten men, as 
Michael Roberts had been 
called in to work at the 
last minute, so his return 
at the interval meant that 
at least the home side 
would have a full comple-
ment of batsmen. 

The second half was 
full of twists and turns, as 
cricket often is, but with 
52 balls remaining and 48 
runs required for victory 
with 7 wickets down, not 
many would have bet on 
Shildon to win. 

However, that man Rob-

erts had other ideas and 
his 42 not out took the 
home side to victory, the 
winning runs being struck 
from the penultimate ball 
of the match.

This Saturday (27th 
April) sees the Railway-
men visit Yarm, who lost 
their opening game away 
to Wolviston after being 
bowled out for 102 in 37.2 
overs. 

The home side knocked 
off the required runs in 
just 25.1 overs to join Shil-
don in a winning opening 
day. 

Saturday’s match at 
Yarm is scheduled to get 
underway at 1.30pm.

WITH THE Easter sun-
shine beating down, Shil-
don Railway Cricket Club’s 
Hackworth Road Ground 
looked as pretty as a pic-
ture, as the Railwaymen 
entertained Stokesley, in 
the opening league game 
of the season. 

Division 3 of the Darling-
ton Building Society North 
Yorks & South Durham 
Premier League promises 
to be a tough competition 
and if this game is any-
thing to go by, it will prove 
to be thrillingly entertain-
ing. 

In the match, which  
was sponsored by Civic 
Estates, Stokesley batted 
first and in their allotted 
40 overs reached 179 for 
the loss of 8 wickets. 

M. Howe made a solid 
81 for the visitors, with 
veteran Phil Garbutt being 
the pick of the Shildon 
bowlers, taking 3 for 35 
from his 10 overs. 

He was ably supported 

CRACKING START FOR CRICKETERS

Shildon Railway Cricket Club got their season off to a winning start in the Easter sunshine 
at the BR. Photo: Shildon Railway CC.


