
Issue No 913 At the heart of our wonderful community Friday 29th March 2019

Published at: 3-4 First Floor Offices, Shildon Town Council, Civic Hall Square, Shildon DL4 1AH  
• Editorial: 01388 775896 • Advertising: 07909 992731 • Email: crier@swd.news • Online: www.swd.news/crier • 

You can read all our sister papers online at www.swd.news: Spennymoor News • Ferryhill & Chilton Chapter • The Bishop Press

www.hackettandbaines.co.uk

EST 1898

hackettandbaines@btconnect.com

47-49 Main Street, Shildon, DL4 1AF • 01388 772671  |  30-31 Bondgate, Darlington, DL3 7JJ • 01325 463303 Also 
available in leather

ELECTRIC and MANUAL
R EC L IN E R  S U I T E S

Park right outside our showroom 
and shop at your leisure!

OV E R 2 0 I N S T O C K 
FOR

IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

YEAR 5 students at St 
John’s Primary School in 
Shildon were one of eight 
Year 5 classes across the 
country which have been 
involved in an innova-
tive project exploring the 
theme of Curiosity in the 
Classroom.

The project, funded by 
The Ironmongers’ Com-
pany, was led by MakeBe-
lieve Arts, a theatre and 
education charity, which 

has been encouraging 
children to ask a ‘Why?’ 
question - no matter how 
huge or imagined - and 
come up with an answer 
to it at a performance in 
front of their peers.

The charity worked with 
a group of year five chil-
dren over two visits lead-
ing to the performance 
date at the school on 
Tuesday 26th March.

A spokesperson for the 

charity said: MakeBelieve 
Arts have been working 
with the children, training 
them with the expertise 
required for public speak-
ing. These are transfer-
able skills which can be 
applied in other areas of 
learning after the project 
is completed.

“The ambition was to 
create an event that had 
an impact on participants 
and audiences that is 

longer lasting than just 
‘doing a keynote’. We 
want to create a com-
munity of curious minds 
where everyone’s voice is 
heard”.

Year 5 class teacher, 
Kate Ramage added: “I 
am very proud of each 
and every one of the chil-
dren. They have worked 
extremely hard to pro-
duce some inspiring and 
humorous curiosities”.

CURIOSITY IN ST JOHN’S CLASSROOM
Year 5 students at St John’s Primary School channelled their curiosity to deliver a performance to their peers this week. 

“Prizes include 
a Glamping 
Weekend in 
Perthshire and 
two first class 
rail tickets 

THE PARENTS of tragic 
Shildon teenager, Quinn 
Beadle are holding a char-
ity evening on Saturday 
6th April, in order to raise 
funds to create a memo-
rial garden in Quinn’s 
memory.

 Quinn sadly took her 
own life in December last 
year. 

“We have sold out of 
tickets for the evening 
event itself, but various 
shops in the town are 
selling raffle tickets for 
the prizes and anyone 
can enter, whether they 
are attending the event or 
not. 

“We have some amazing 
prizes to be won and the 
entire list can be viewed 
on the event’s Facebook 
page by searching for 
‘Quinn’s Garden’. 

The top prizes include  
is a Glamping Weekend 
in Perthshire, Scotland at 

RAFFLE TICKETS 
FOR QUINN’S 
GARDEN 
FUNDRAISER 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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Support your local 
community newspaper 

by mentioning the 
Shildon Town Crier 
when contacting 

advertisers.

Published by
South West Durham News 

3-4 First Floor Offices 
Shildon Town Council

Civic Hall Square
Shildon  DL4 1AH

Editorial:
01388 775896

Advertising:
07909 992731

Email: 
crier@swd.news

Online:
www.swd.news/crier

SEND US YOUR STORIES

If you have a story you 
would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
We are especially 
interested in good

news, be it personal 
achievements, local 

fundraising, community 
service or any other 

positive stories. Call us 
on 01388 775896 or 

email crier@swd.news

DISCLAIMER

Shildon & District Town 
Crier cannot be

held responsible for 
advertisers offering
goods or services. 

As a general rule we would
advise anyone not to 
part with any money

until an order has been 
completed to your
full satisfaction. 

All information is correct,
to the best of our 

knowledge, at the time of
printing. 

Shildon & District Town 
Crier accepts articles in

good faith and takes 
no responsibility for

errors and/or omissions.

You can read our 
sister papers online:

www.swd.news/chapter

SPENNYMOOR
NEWS

www.swd.news/spenny

www.swd.news/bishop

Birthdays

Birthday MemoriesIn Memoriam

Classifieds
Classifieds cost 42p per 
word + £7.20 for an optional 
photograph. For more 
information call 01388 775896 
or email crier@swd.news.

Services
House Plans & Extensions
01325 300646 / 07795 965 670

Wanted
Vinyl Records. Rock, Psych, 
Funk, Reggae, Punk, Indie. 
Private collector wanting LPs. 
Call: 07873 647342.

Nellie Matthews
2nd April 2014

Five long years without you
Forever loved and never 

forgotten

Love from Karen, Billy, 
Jonny & Chloe

Obey Peacock
Happy Mother’s Day

Loved and missed always,
From Tina & Grandkids

Ruby Foster
26.7.38 - 23.3.18

Remembering a dearly 
loved Mam & Nana

Loved and missed every day
All your family

Always in our thoughts
Forever in our hearts

Mother’s Day Memories

Linda Rewcastle
Remembering you on the 
first Mother’s Day without 

you... my best friend, 
soul-mate and confidante

Love and miss you every day
All my love, Joe

xxx

Mary Aldworth
(Hope)

Love always,
Amanda, Wayne, Michael

xxx

Losing a Mam
As special as you

Has left my heart aching
And broken in two

No words can describe
All the grief and pain

I’d give all I have
Just to see you again

But you’re with the Angels
And for now I can’t wait
For we’ll meet again my 

dearest
Beside Heaven’s gate

So I’ll say goodbye for now
And blow you many kisses

To wish you a Happy 
Mother’s Day

And send you all our love

Vera Thornberry

Happy Mother’s Day Mam,
Missed and loved every 

minute of every day,
Your forever loving son,

Mike
xxxxxx

Dear Mam in Heaven
I just want you to know

How much I miss you 
every day

And how much 
I love you so

I cannot send you a card
But I can send my love

Upon the wings of Angels
To Heaven up above

I wish you Happy Mother’s 
Day

For you were the best
To have you for my Mother
I knew I had been blessed

Rest in peace my angel
One day we will be 

together
The next time that I see you

I know it will be forever

Mother’s Day Memories

Birthday Memories

Vince, I miss you and I 
love you with all my heart 

and soul

Vince Clarkson

Love always,
Phyllis

xx

Birthday April 1st

Happy Birthday in Heaven 
Babe, to the one who 

made me whole

Vince Clarkson
Birthday April 1st

Today would be your 
birthday

So we both want to say
Grandad we miss you daily

In each and every way

Love your Joshua 
and your Boo

xxxx

See Heaven is short of 
angels

They only take the best
That’s why they picked you 

Grandad
Cos to us you were the best

Vincent Clarkson
1.4.70

We love and miss you 
Vincent

We wish you were here 
today,

Just to say these words
Shows how much we love 

you in every way

Miss you so much,
Love Mum & Patrick,

Kath & Stephen
x

Jackie Lundy
Happy 60th Birthday Mam

Love  and miss you always,
Claire & James

xxxx

Jackie Lundy
Happy 60th Birthday Nan

We love you so much,
Georgia, Maddie & Logan

xxxx

Jackie Lundy
Happy 60th Birthday Sis

Love and miss you loads,
Peter, Julie & gang

xx

Happy Birthday Jackie
If only you were still here 

to celebrate with us

Jackie Lundy

Love and miss 
you forever Sis,

Jane, Pieter, Forrest & Mia
xxx

60th - 30.03.2019

Birthday Memories

Janice Rodway
27th March

Happy 60th Birthday

Lots of love
From all the families

xx

60!

Edwards
Coming of age

Robyn & Shelley
21            18

Love Mam

So proud of you both
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SHILDON METHODIST 
Church is welcoming 
everyone along to its 
Chatty Café.

The café will be open 
on Tuesday 2nd April 
from 1pm until 3pm at the 

Methodist Church Com-
munity Hall.

“We have board games, 
crafts, darts, pool, Kurling 
or just come along for a 
chat. Why not give it a try,” 
said a spokesperson.

METHODIST CHATTY CAFÉNEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

Matthew Chadwick
28th March

Happy 18th Birthday Son

Love you loads,
Dad & Leanne

18!

Matthew Chadwick
28th March

Happy 18th Birthday to a 
fantastic brother

Love you,
James & Courtney

Matthew Chadwick
28th March

Happy 18th Birthday

Lots of love from all your 
Nanas and Grandads, 

Aunties, Uncles & Cousins

18!

Birthdays

Happy Feet Foot Clinic

Services

Call or Text

Qualified & Registered Foot Health Practitioner

Home visits available in Shildon & Newton Aycliffe areas

203 North Road Darlington DL1 2PU

07539 227562  | 01325 954386

Toenail Cutting & Trimming - Thickened Toenails 
Fungal Infections - Hardskin Removal 

Diabetic Footcare - Cracked Heels 
Ingrowing Toenail - Corns Removal - Callus Reduction

Broadband works spoiling footpaths

I would like to air my concerns about how Virgin Media are 
going about installing their fibre. 
Footpaths and roads are being spoilt, perfectly good 
footpaths are being ripped up and left unsightly and I 
cannot believe the council are allowing the company to dig 
the whole of our town up to install this when we already 
have fibre.
Please see the photo I have attached (above). This is how 
footpaths look after the work. 
There is a process that they could adopt where they have 
a heated plate that they could pull over the path and this 
blends the new tarmac with the old, but this will cost 
money and, to be honest, it looks like they are doing the 
work on the cheap.

Frank Hewitt
Primrose Drive, Shildon 

Letters to the Editor...
Email: crier@swd.news stating ‘Letter’ in the subject line.
Write to: Letters, Shildon & District Town Crier, 3-4 First 
Floor Offices, Shildon Town Council, Shildon DL4 1AH.
All letters (including emails) must include the writer’s name, 
address, postal code and contact number and may be edited.
The maximum length for letters is 200 words.

Disgruntled at Virgin Media contractors
I totally agree with your letter writer last week (issue 912, 
page 7) regarding the contractors for Virgin Media.
We received no notification that the access to our front 
door would be blocked. Upvc windows, doors, door frames 
and footpaths have been left in a terrible state.
I would like to know who sanctioned this work and why?
Virgin have failed to do any PR work such as door knocking 
and informing people what’s happening outside their 
properties. It’s an utter shambles.
Who is  going to foot the bill for extra window cleaning?

Disgruntled owner, 
St John’s Road, Shildon

Wrong site for DCC HQ
I am writing to protest about the proposed DCC new HQ. 
Even if this is necessary, the site is completely wrong. 
Also at this time of cutbacks and rising bills for everything, 
where does the £50m come from? Will it be borrowed 
with the resultant interest added? 
Of course it will not be £50m but probably half as much 
again, as these costings usually are. 

Deeply concerned pensioner, 
Mrs Joan Bennett, Shildon

VALETER / DRIVER 
REQUIRED

For Alan Reed Ltd

Contact Michael on 
01388 773365 or

michael@alanreedltd.co.uk

PREFECT ROOFING
All Aspects of roofing 

And building work 
undertAken

Free estimates
Work Guaranteed

our aim is to be PerFect

cAll williAm on 

07523 523 943

LOCAL MP Helen Good-
man has teamed up with 
technology company 
Square to host a free 
breakfast session on 
Monday 8th April from 
8.30am to 10.30am at 
Bishop Auckland Town 
Hall.

The session will include 
a 30 minute training ses-
sion on digital marketing 
skills to help people pro-
mote their business to 
more customers.  

Attendees can also hear 
from local businesses 
about how accepting card 
payments with Square 
has helped their busi-
nesses grow. The event is 
open to businesses based 
in Bishop Auckland, Shil-
don and Spennymoor. 

Business owners who 
sign up to Square will be 
given a free card reader 
and charging dock worth 
£48 along with free pro-
cessing credit for their 

MP TO HOST BUSINESS BREAKFAST

The Square card reader allows businesses to take 
payments in house or on the go. 

first £1,000 of transac-
tions.

Ms Goodman said: “So 
far, over 40 local busi-
nesses have signed up 
to this scheme and I have 
heard some really posi-
tive feedback. 

“I’d encourage anyone 
thinking about introduc-
ing card-payments to 
come along to the event 
on Monday and find out 
more.”

Melinda Roylett from 
Square said: “We are 
delighted to partner with 
Bishop Auckland and the 
surrounding areas to give 
independent businesses 
access to technology eas-
ily, quickly and affordably 
in order to thrive. 

“Whether you have a tra-
ditional brick-and-mortar 
shop or a mobile busi-
ness, being able to take 
card payments is crucial 
as consumers increas-
ingly carry less cash.”

Pass + 
Driving School
29 yea rs expe ri ence

H igh Pass RAte
** Special Offer **

4 lessons on ly £40

Call Ian on
07989 802481

over 40 Years exPerience
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Damp Proofing Specialist 
Timber Treatments

Condensation Problems
Damp Surveys

30 Year Guarantee
07854 493727

www.key-interiors.co.uk

25 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

Navigate HR 
& Admin Services

Insightful Thinking, Real Life Solutions

Offering HR and office 
support to business, sole 
traders and self employed

Contact Kathryn on 
01388 22 77 27

navigatehrhelp@gmail.com
www.navigatehrandadmin.com

attributes of learners. 
The visit was a great 

success, with Student 
Leaders proving to be  
excellent ambassadors 
for the school.

They led an introduc-
tory workshop outlining 
how student-led learning 
takes place at Greenfield 
and how students can 
support, lead and develop 
learning in their school.  

They also visited two 
Time4Success sessions 
(daily lesson and vertical 
tutor group system) to 
understand how the stu-
dents develop a self-led 
enquiry based approach 
to topics, such as the cur-
rent topic of ‘Being Green’.  

Katy Milne, Director of 
Arts and Creativity was 
very proud of the stu-

dent groups: “I was so 
impressed by the way the 
students spoke and lis-
tened, engaging with the 
group and each other. 

“It is exciting that they 
will be developing their 
ideas using Skype in the 
future to continue this 
relationship.

“There were over a hun-
dred students involved in 
the visit and a number of 
staff who will now have 
the opportunity to share 
their experience further 
within the school.  

“Thank you to our inter-
national visitors and to 
everyone else involved.

“Greenfield Community 
College is committed to 
sharing learning and con-
tinuing to develop interna-
tional links”.

GREENFIELD ARTS were 
delighted to welcome visi-
tors from the Netherlands 
last week as they worked 
together with Greenfield 
Community College to 
gain an insight into learn-
ing and school develop-
ment at Greenfield.  

Greenfield Arts have 
worked with colleagues 
from the Netherlands for 
the past six years and 
have been twice to con-
ferences there to pres-
ent alongside colleagues 
from Newcastle Univer-
sity and Durham Univer-
sity.  

The visitors were inter-
ested in the creative 
approaches and enquiry 
based student learning at 
Greenfield and how this 
develops the skills and 

GREENFIELD WELCOME 
INTERNATIONAL VISITORS

Visiting students from the Netherlands learn about Greenfield Community College’s  
creative approaches and enquiry based student learning.

HUMBLES GARAGE
01388 778070  |  07778 117 778

1 ROBSON STREET SHILDON, DL4 1EB

WE ARE NOW CLOSED ON SATURDAYS

MOTs - MOTORBIKES, 
CARS AND VANS

SERVICING
TYRES

EXHAUSTS

Eco Camp Glenshee and 
two first class return tick-
ets to be used anywhere 
on the LNER network.

“We have further plans 
to start a charity in 
Quinn’s name,” added her 
mother, Tracey Beadle.

“The charity, which we 
are considering calling 
Quinn’s Retreat, would 
offer short breaks to peo-
ple who like us have lost a 
loved one to suicide and 
also to people who are 
suffering from depression 
and anxiety  illnesses.

“It would provide an 
opportunity to have a few 
days away from the trials 
of everyday life and the  
chance to breathe again.

QUINN’S GARDEN FUNDRAISER
Quinn Beadle, who passed away in December last year.

The charity fundraiser is 
set to take place on Satur-
day 6th April at the Insti-
tute in Shildon. 

Raffle tickets are on 
sale at Main Street News,  
Hays Travel, the Institute 
and Old Shildon Club in 
Shildon and Hitachi Rail 
in Aycliffe. Winners will be 
announced immediately 
after the draw. 

“The lovely people at 
Inkcantations Tattoo Stu-
dio in Shildon are also run-
ning a raffle,” said Tracey. 
“It is £5 a ticket and you 
can win a full day’s sitting 
with either Fish or Jo.”

Tickets are available 
directly from the shop or 
you can message them 
through their facebook 
page.

FROM PAGE 1

Alan Pearson
Joiner / DIY

Tel Alan: 776250Tel Tony: 776156

Doors Hung, Fireplace 
Mantels, Quality Garden 
/ Yard Gates, Flat Pack 

Furniture, Garden Fences 
Erected

Pensioner Discount

All general garden work 
considered, including Fence 

& Iron Railings Painted, 
Hedges Trimmed, Fences 
Erected. No regular work - 
one-off jobs only please.

Pensioner Discount

Both honest, reliable local lads. Small jobs welcome. Happy to Help!

Tony Pearson
Gardening
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JB JOINERY
All aspects of joinery 
& home improvement 
services undertaken

Free Estimates
Call John on 

07814 965 317
JB Joinery

01388 720994
07779 557148

Naylor’s Electrical
Fault Finding

Extra Sockets
Rewires

Inspections

Call Richard  

All electrical work  
undertaken

Domestics Direct 
AppliAnce repAirs

Washing Machines, Tumble 
Dryers, Electric Cookers, 

Vacuum Cleaners, Dish Washers

free locAl cAll out

Call Darren
Daytime: 07949 905 581
Evening: 01388 721 882

SMALL JOBS EXPERT
LOCAL PLUMBER 

CALL JOE FOR A FREE  
QUOTATION AND  

NO CALL OUT CHARGE ON 

UNDERTAKING ALL THE 
SMALL JOBS THAT BIG 

COMPANIES DON’T WANT 
FROM DRIPPING TAPS TO 

BROKEN TOILETS

07535 362591

ENSURING ALLOTMENTS 
are the thriving horticul-
tural centres they should 
be is at the heart of a 
review on how key green 
spaces are maintained in 
County Durham.

Allotment tenants, wait-
ing list applicants and 
residents are all urged 
to get involved in the 
Durham County Council 
consultation, which looks 
at allotment provision 
across the county and 
how activities on them 
should be managed.

The consultation began 
last month and runs until 
Saturday, 31st March, 
meaning there is still time 
to help shape new poli-
cies clarifying what allot-
ment tenants can and 
cannot do on their plots 
in the future.

Cllr Ossie Johnson, Cab-
inet member for culture, 
leisure and rural issues 
at Durham County Coun-
cil, said: “Allotments are 
wonderful places that 
allow people to grow their 
own fruit and vegetables. 

“This not only enriches 

STILL TIME TO SHAPE 
ALLOTMENT POLICY 

The consultation on Durham County Council’s allotments 
policy runs until Saturday 31st March.

diets by providing nutri-
tious food, but can 
improve mental health, as 
connecting with nature 
and spending time in the 
fresh air has been shown 
to boost our sense of 
wellbeing.

“It is very important we 
protect allotments and 
ensure they are available 
to those who genuinely 
wish to enjoy horticulture 
activities. 

“I would encourage any-
one with an interest in the 
future of allotments to 
get involved in this con-
sultation.”

The council owns 159 
allotment sites across 
the county. 

Of these, 106 are man-
aged by the council, and 
the remaining 53 sites 
are managed by allot-
ment associations on its 
behalf.

People can register their 
views online at durham.
gov.uk/consultation.

Hardcopy surveys are 
also available at council 
run libraries and cus-
tomer access points. 

a Sunday School teacher 
and Secretary for the Val-
ley Methodist Church.  

Ray continued to be 
a conductor for brass 
bands for many years 
with Cockerton, Aycliffe 
Town Band, Harton and 
Westoe Colliery and Bran-
cepeth Colliery Band, the 
highlight coming when he 
conducted in the Royal 
Albert Hall in London.

Ray and Olwyn met while 
dancing and this became 
a huge part of their lives. 

Ray became Regional 
Manager of a Steel Stock-
holding firm in Darlington, 
but in their spare time they 
ran numerous sequence 
dances in the area.

They have one daugh-
ter, Dianne, and she was 
taught to dance from a 
very early age. Ray and 
Dianne eventually opened 
a dance school in the old 
Salvation Army Hall in 
Cross Street in 1995.

The school has gone on 
to become the well known 
Dianne School of Dance.

Ray and Olwyn owned a 
caravan for some years 
at South Shields and 
enjoyed going there every 

weekend.  
They also enjoyed going 

to Orlando, Florida, which 
was their little piece of 
Heaven.

Unfortunately, Ray suf-
fered a severe stroke 11 
years ago, but he contin-
ued to be involved in the 
Dance School and regu-
larly attends the Salva-
tion Army.

When it was Ray and 
Olwyn’s Golden Wedding, 
their daughter Dianne 
married Neil Howe on the 
same day, so it was also 
their 10th Anniversary on 
the 21st March.

Ray has recently suf-
fered another stroke 
and is in hospital, but on 
Thursday they had a buf-
fet in a side room and 
Ray and Olwyn received 
over 50 visitors, including 
Shildon Town Mayor, Cllr 
Luan Deakin, who deliv-
ered a boquet of flowers 
on behalf of the Town 
Council.  

The couple asked for 
donations instead of pre-
sents from family and 
friends and raised £550 
for Ring the Bell Chil-
dren’s Cancer Charity.

RAYMOND ANTHONY 
White (born November 
1929), originally from 
Luton, Bedfordshire, and 
Olwyn White (born April 
1935) from Close House 
celebrated their Diamond 
Wedding on Thursday 
21st March. 

The pair met whilst on 
holiday with their respec-
tive parents in Blackpool 
at a dance in the Spanish 
Ballroom at the Winter 
Gardens.  

They carried their 
romance on through let-
ters and Ray visited Olwyn 
every other weekend, tak-
ing 12 hours to ride up 
to County Durham from 
Luton on his motorbike, 
long before there were 
motorways.

Ray, a toolmaker, eventu-
ally moved to Soho Street 
in Shildon. 

He played in the Salva-
tion Army Band in Luton 
and when he moved north 
he took over the position 
of Band Conductor for 
Shildon Town Band.

Olwyn worked at J 
Jones, a dress shop in 
Bishop Auckland, as a 
sales assistant and was 

DIAMOND TIME FOR RAY AND OLWYN
Ray and Olwyn White were visited by Shildon Town Mayor, Cllr Luan Deakin as they 
celebrated their Diamond wedding anniversary.

Andrew’s Roofing
Chimney Stacks - Ridge Tile 

Repairs - Brickwork Repointed 
- Flat Roofs - Slating & Tiling - 
Felting and Pointing - Repairs 

- UPVC, Gutters, Fascias, 
Soffits & Flat Roofing Specialist

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936
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• Universal Credit, what it includes 
and how you will be affected;

• Help to complete Durham Key 
Options applications;

• Energy advice / Credit Union 
and debt advice referrals;

• Help with rent payments and arrears.

Starting Wednesday 
3rd April and every 
following fortnight

Foundations, 51-55 
Church Street, Shildon

11am - 12 noon

For more information please contact Susan Milburn on 07738 035216

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 

factory and saveFREE

ST JOHN’S Church, Shil-
don is hosting its regular 
monthly coffee and cake 
morning on Saturday 30th 
March from 10am until 
11.30am. 

There will be a children’s 

toy and game stall in aid 
of the bell tower appeal. 

“Come along and enjoy 
a cuppa and a chat,” 
encouraged a spokes-
person. “All are very wel-
come.” 

ST JOHN’S COFFEE & CAKE

individual differently and 
a person on the autism 
spectrum may experience 
difficulties with social 
communication, social 
interaction and thinking. 

Until recently the needs 
of children with autism 
in the county have been 
addressed separately 
from adults. 

Following the coun-
cil’s Health and Well-
being Board meeting in 
September 2018, it was 
agreed that there should 
be a combined Think 
Autism in County Durham 
action plan and on overar-
ching all-age strategy for 
2018-20. The aim of this 
approach is to improve 
support for individuals 
during the transition from 
childhood through to 
adulthood.

If approved by council-
lors the strategy will be 
launched as part of World 
Autism Awareness Week, 
which runs from Monday 
1st to Sunday 7th April.

During the week the 
council will be working 
to raise awareness of 
the range of services and 

support available around 
the county. 

Information stands and 
representatives from a 
range of organisations 
will be available in the Dur-
ham Room in County Hall, 
on Wednesday 3rd April 
between 10am and 12 
noon, Thursday 4th April 
from 1pm to 3pm and 
Friday 5th April 9.30am 
to 3.30pm to offer advice 
and guidance to individ-
uals, parents and profes-
sionals. 

There will be informa-
tion leaflets available 
across the full three days 
and everyone is welcome.

Cllr Olwyn Gunn, Dur-
ham County Council’s 
Cabinet member for chil-
dren and young people’s 
services, said: “Over 
1,200 children and young 
people meet criteria for 
an autism diagnosis 
in County Durham and 
this new strategy aims 
to ensure that through-
out their whole life, from 
starting school to apply-
ing for jobs, they have the 
seamless support they 
need.”

PROGRESS ON the devel-
opment of an all-age 
approach to autism in 
County Durham will be 
heard by councillors next 
week. 

Durham County Coun-
cil’s Cabinet will hear 
of a new joint strategic 
approach, developed 
through partnership 
working with adult and 
health services and chil-
dren and young people’s 
services, when it meets 
on Wednesday, 3rd April.

Autism affects each 

COUNCIL TO LEARN OF PROGRESS 
ON ALL-AGE AUTISM STRATEGY 

Until now, the needs of adults and children with autism have been addressed separately.

GARBUTT CLOSE Com-
munity Centre in Shildon 
is hosting a coffee morn-
ing every Friday from 

10am until 11am in the 
community room and 
everyone is welcome to 
go along.

GARBUTT COFFEE MORNING

MEET PC Pete Akiens of 
Shildon Neighbourhood 
Police Team at his next 
‘Cuppa with a Copper’ 
event on Friday 5th April 
at Costa on Church Street.

PC Akiens will be in the 
coffee shop between 
1pm and 2pm to discuss 
any issue you may have 
regarding policing in the 
town.

CUPPA WITH A COPPER

JUBILEE FIELDS Com-
munity Centre, on Jubilee 
Road, will be hosting the 
next of it’s monthly Break-
fast Clubs on Wednesday 
3rd April, from 10.30am 
until 12 noon.

The club runs on the 
first Wednesday of each 
month and booking is 
essential. 

For more information or 
to book, call the centre on 
01388 775425.

JUBILEE BREAKFAST CLUB

THE NEXT Police and 
Communities Together 
Meeting (PACT) meeting 
for the Byerley and Sunny-
dale wards is scheduled 
to be held on Wednesday 
3rd April at 6.30pm at 

Shildon Civic Hall.
The forum allows mem-

bers of the public to raise 
concerns and set priori-
ties with the police, and 
for the police to update 
residents on any issues.

BYERLEY & SUNNYDALE PACT
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www.businessdurham.co.uk/property
Business Durham is supported by:

The Business Durham property portfolio contains over 500 business units across County Durham, 
including Dabble Duck, Furnace and All Saints Industrial Estates all in the Shildon area.
Contact us to find out more and arrange a viewing:

To find out more 
about Business Durham and 
opportunities for business growth 
and investment, please visit the website or 
contact:

Dabble Duck Industrial Estate, Shildon

● Quality workshops from 1,959 sq ft – 3692 sq ft
● Easy-in, easy-out transparent lease terms with no hidden costs
● Excellent location, 2 miles south east of Bishop Auckland with easy access to A6072 and the A1(M)
●	All	units	include	small	office	area,	three	phase	electrical	supply,	concrete	floor,	loading	door	and	car	

parking.

46636 BD Dabble Duck_140Hx195W_AD.indd   1 05/03/2019   16:40

THE BUSY Bees are hold-
ing an Easter Table Top 
Sale on Friday 5th April 
at Foundations, 51-55 
Church Street, Shildon - 
opposite Costa Coffee.

The “extravanganza of 
bargains, home baking, 
jewellery, handbags and 
shoes” will run from 10am 

until 12.30pm. 
There will an ‘Everything 

£1’ table, a Bottle & Bunny 
tombola and a bumper 
Easter raffle. Teas and 
coffees will also be avail-
able.

“Please come along and 
support our fundraising,” 
said a Busy Bee.

BUSY BEES TABLE TOP SALE

TIMOTHY HACKWORTH 
Primary School is inviting 
parents and guardians of 
children due to start Nurs-
ery in September this year, 
to an Open Day and Infor-
mation Sharing Meeting 
about the school’s nurs-
ery provision. 

A spokesperson for the 
school said: “This event 
will take place on Tues-
day 2nd April at various 
times throughout the day, 
and will provide you with 
an opportunity to meet 

our staff, hear about our 
school, visit the nursery 
and help make the right 
decision for your child.

“If you would like to 
attend, please let us know 
by contacting the School 
Office on 01388 772959, 
as this will help us for 
catering arrangements.

“The times available are 
9:30am, 2pm and 5:00pm. 

“Please go to the School 
Office on arrival where we 
will be pleased to meet 
you.”

NURSERY OPEN DAY

the social interaction 
that comes with being 
involved. Man Health 
were also represented at 
the event.

“We had a good few peo-
ple turn up with fifteen 
lads having a go at play-
ing the game.

“I mixed rules up in the  
12-15 minute long games 
to enable everyone to get 
a feel for walking not run-
ning and everyone went 
off happier within them-
selves, for doing a bit of  

extra physical exercise”.
The group agreed that 

a Tuesday night was best 
and future sessions will 
be organised for Tues-
days, gathering at 6.45pm 
for a 7.15pm kick off - 
except next week when 
the session will be on 
Wednesday due to Shil-
don first team playing on 
Tuesday night. 

For more information 
or to get involved, con-
tact Brian Burn on 07816 
831069.

MICKY TURNER, a Shildo-
nian currently working as 
and Exeter FC Academy 
football coach, travelled 
north to his home town 
this week to provide a 
demonstration of the pop-
ular and growing sport of 
walking football. 

“There are loads of rea-
sons to get involved in 
walking football,” said 
Mickey, “but I would high-
light a couple: being part 
of a team and represent-
ing your local club and 

SHILDON KICK OFF WALKING FOOTBALL
Mickey Turner (front, third from right) provided a demonstration of walking football at 
Shildon Football Club on Tuesday evening.

MIDDRIDGE SPRING 
Craft Fair will take place 
at the Village Hall  on Sun-
day 7th April from 2 - 4pm.

There will be a range of 

stalls with refreshments 
which will include home-
made cakes and scones. 
Entry is just 50p and all 
are welcome to go along.

MIDDRIDGE SPRING CRAFT FAIR



Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...
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ELECTRICIAN
ALL YOUR  

ELECTRICAL NEEDS
NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

FULLY QUALIFIED  
AND INSURED

07398 232592 / 07948 099131
CALL PHIL ON

Keith McLean
Joiner and Builder

01740 651629
0771 875 4249

Loft and Garage Conversions,
Fitted Kitchens, Roofing, All 

types of Building Work.
Competitive Rates
30 years experience

G TAVERNOR SERVICES

01388 213012 | 07456 443411

All aspects of Garden 
Services undertaken, 

including: 
Driveways

Patios 
Artificial Lawns

Fencing
Contact Gareth for a 

FREE no obligation quote

PHOENIX THAI Boxing 
Club in Shildon is hoping 
to attract donations as it 
looks forward to an inter-
national trip after the club 
was invited to participate 
in a prestigious tourna-
ment based on its local  
and national successes. 

A spokesperson for the 
club, based on Hackworth 
Industrial Estate said: “As 
an affiliated Thai Boxing 
Club, we have been pro-
viding Muay Thai Boxing 
training to local young 
people for over ten years. 

“In the last couple of 
years we have seen a real 
boom in memberships, 
with seven national cham-
pionship winners from the 
club in the last year alone. 

INTERNATIONAL INVITATION 
FOR THAI BOXING CLUB

“Now we have moved 
on to another level again 
after our national success 
and have been invited to 
Cyprus for a prestigious 
tournament to represent 
an England team taking 
on Cyprus on May 5th. 

“It’s a unique opportu-
nity for six local kids aged 
7 to 17 years to take part 
in an international event 
for the very first time, so 
we are asking for your 
support to make this hap-
pen and any donations 
would be greatly appreci-
ated. 

“Anyone also wishing to 
sponsor the club can con-
tact Gary McAllister on 
07812 737718 or Steve on 
07828 985048. 

THERE WAS no jackpot 
winner after Shildon AFC 
Supporters’ Club’s latest 
lottery draw on Sunday 
24th March. The six num-
bers drawn were: 2, 3, 4, 

SHILDON LOTTO ROLLS OVER
12, 15 and 17. The £25 
consolation prize was 
won by G Henderson. This 
week, players must match 
6 from 17 to claim a £550 
jackpot prize.

A NARROW scoreline 
failed to reflect the gulf 
between the sides as Shil-
don comfortably saw off 
North Shields in Northern 
League Division One on 
Saturday at Dean Street. 

The win, courtesy of a 
56th minute strike from 
hometown boy, Ben Trot-
ter, saw the Railwaymen 
leapfrog their opponents 
in the Division One table.

With four league 
matches remaining, Shil-
don sit seventh on the 
table but could finish 
higher if other results fall 
in their favour and their 
own good form continues.

Manager, Daniel Moore 
is looking for the team to 
use the result as a bench-
mark for the remainder of 
the season and beyond: “I 
said to them a few weeks 
back to finish unbeaten,  
so the aim is to finish as 
high as possible and get 
into good habits looking 
forward to next season”.

Shildon’s attention will 
now switch to a trip to 
Whickham on Saturday 
in search of another three 

VAULKS SIGNS ON AS 
SHILDON LEAPFROG SHIELDS

points and maintaining 
that unbeaten record.

That weekend fixture will 
be followed in midweek, 
on Tuesday 2nd April, by 
a trip to the Energy Check 
Sports Ground for the 
rearranged match at Heb-
burn Town.

Meanwhile, as the 
club plan for the future, 
19-year-old defender, 
Jack Vaulks, who has 
played 21 times this sea-
son with Evo-Stik East 
League Pickering Town 
while on loan from Dar-
lington has signed for the 
club. 

Moore added: ”Jack is 
another young hungry 
prospect to join the club. 

“He has a desire to pro-
gress up the pyramid and 
as a club that is our aim 
so it is a great fit.

“For a young age, to 
have played the amount 
of games he has, in 
leagues above the North-
ern League, is brilliant and 
I believe he will be a great 
signing for us in our push 
for promotion next sea-
son”.

three nights, completing 
10 miles on the Friday 
night, a marathon on Sat-
urday night and a further 
14 miles on Sunday night 
for a total of over 50 miles 
across the three nights.

The Shildon runners 
were placed 30th and 
33rd across the three 
races.

Elsewhere, Richard 
Trowles completed the 
London Landmarks Half 
Marathon with a per-
sonal best time of 1 hour 
23 minutes, beating his 
previous best by over 4 
minutes, while David Bea-

dle travelled to the Peak 
District to run the Monsal 
Trail Half Marathon.

If you are interested in 
joining Shildon Running 
& Athletic Club you can 
contact them by email 
at shildonrunningclub@
gmail.com. You can find 
out more by searching 
Shildon Running Club on 
Facebook. 

And if you’re a runner 
over the age of 18, you 
can go along and join 
them for a run on Mon-
days and Wednesdays 
from 6.15pm at Sunnydale 
Leisure Centre.

LAST WEEKEND saw 
members of Shildon Run-
ning and Athletic Club 
attending the Kielder 
Dark Skies series of runs, 
which took place across 
Friday, Saturday and Sun-
day. 

Donna Dunbar, Julie 
Cane and Irene Ross com-
pleted the 10-mile race on 
the Friday night.

Emma Flynn took on the 
marathon on the Saturday 
night. 

Viv Rudge, JP Hupin, 
John Gray, Cath McDon-
nell and Salv McDonnell 
took on the 14-mile race 
on the Sunday – with 
John Gray winning the 
prize for the first over 
70-year-old to cross the 
line with a time of 3 hours 
16 minutes. 

However, two Shildon 
runners, Ian Rudge and 
James Ross, ran on all 

MARATHON WEEKEND FOR RUNNERS
Viv Rudge, Ian Rudge, John Gray, James Ross and JP Hupin after the run at Kielder.

@ShildonCrier


