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COMPETITIVE PRICES

BIG SIZE MENSWEAR  2XL TO 8XL
Park right outside 

our showroom 
and shop at 
your leisure!

SUITS
SHIRTS

TROUSERS
LONG TIES
T-SHIRTS
SHORTS

CARGO TROUSERS
JEANS

EVERYTHING FOR 
THE LARGE MAN

CO-OP HELPS 
REMEMBER 
MAMS THIS 
MOTHER’S DAY
CO-OP FUNERALCARE 
in Shildon is inviting fam-
ilies to remember their 
mums and pay tribute to 
her memory this Mother’s 
Day, by raising funds for 
Wear Valley Women’s Aid.

By writing thoughts and 
commemorations on a 
small card to hang from 
a remembrance tree, 
Co-op Funeralcare hopes 
to offer comfort and help 
members of the commu-
nity remember one of the 
most important and influ-
encing individuals in a 
person’s life, in the run up 
to, and on this special day. 

Emma Barber, Funeral 
Arranger at Co-op Funer-
alcare Shildon says, 
“Mother’s Day is a won-
derful celebration and it 
can be a particularly diffi-
cult and poignant time for 
bereaved families. 

“We hope therefore that 
these remembrance trees 
will help bereaved fami-
lies find comfort and cele-
brate their mum’s lives at 
this difficult time.  

“If you’d like to remem-
ber your mum this Moth-
er’s Day with one of our 
handwritten cards, please 
visit Co-op Funeralcare 
on Church Street in Shil-
don between 10am-2pm 
Monday to Friday.”

For further information 
call 01388 774853.

DURHAM CONSTABU-
LARY’S Police, Crime and 
Victims’ Commissioner has 
visited a Shildon school 
after receiving complaints 
about traffic congestion in 
the vicinity.

Ron Hogg wanted to see 
first-hand the issues caused 
by parents and residents 
parking on double yellow 
lines and zigzags around 
Timothy Hackworth School 
on Byerley Road. 

He said: “Parents always 
want to put their children’s 
safety first, and by being 
cautious and parking slightly 
further away from the school 
entrance, children can see 
clearly to cross the road.

“However, a number of 
schools have reported near 
misses where it was hard 
to see beyond parked cars 
but they are finding it hard to 
eradicate the problem.

“I will continue to work 

with road safety partners 
including the local authori-
ties on this issue. The recent 
art competition for primary 
school pupils in County Dur-
ham was a good example 
of how to engage well with 
families. I am keen to listen 
to concerns raised by par-
ents.”

Mr Hogg also visited Sea-
ham High School, which 
faces similar issues, and 
plans to visit other potential 

hotspots including Wood-
house Lane, in Bishop Auck-
land, where there are two 
secondary schools.

One local resident com-
mented, “As well as parking 
in restricted areas, parents 
also often perform three-
point turns at the bottom 
of Oxford Street, causing 
even more congestion and 
making it dangerous for 
children crossing the road 
to school.”

PCSO Leanne Brown and Lollipop Lady Audrey Simpson try their hardest to keep the roads around the school safe. 

RON HOGG VISITS SHILDON SCHOOL 
FOLLOWING PARKING SAFETY CONCERNS
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Services
House Plans & Extensions
01325 300646 / 07795 965 670

07396 855549
kingswaystorage@gmail.com

1 Kingsway
Bishop Auckland
DL14 7JN

SAFE  CLEAN  TEMPERATURE CONTROLLED

LONG TERM

DISCOUNT

AVAILABLE

CLEAN - DRY - SECURE - HEATED

TEMPERATURE CONTROLLED

STORAGE
CCTV - ALARMED - FULLY SECURE

DOMESTIC - COMMERCIAL - DOCUMENTS
VERY LIMITED SPACES AVAILABLE

LONG TERM DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE

SECURE & CCTV CLEAN & CARPETTED

Chester
3rd March, peacefully, Colin 

Aged 65 years of Shildon
Loving partner of Christine, 

dearly loved dad of 
Anthony, Julieanne and 

David, step-father of 
Nicola, devoted grandad 

of Joseph, Tilly, Cody, 
Liam, Paige & Holly, great 
grandad of Charley, also a 
dear brother, brother-in-

law and uncle.

Will friends please meet 
for service in Wear Valley 
Crematorium on Monday 
25th March at 10.30am.

In Memoriam

Stuart Boddy
23.3.2011

Partings come and hearts 
are broken,

Loved ones go with words 
unspoken,

Deep in our hearts there 
are memories kept

Of a much-loved son we 
will never forget

Thinking of you, not just 
today,

Love always,
Mam & Dad

xxxx

Stuart Boddy
23rd March

Remembering a very 
special Grandson

Love and miss you loads,
Nanna & all the family

xxx

Linda Ward
25.3.2008

Always missed

Love 
Tim
xx

Birthdays

Happy 21st birthday to my 
gorgeous grandson

Brandon Mallen

Have a brill day,  
love, Nana & Dexter

xx

21!

24th March

Brandon Mallen
Happy 21st birthday 

special nephew

Love Auntie Shell & Hayley
x

21!

Anniversaries

With all our love always
Dianne, Neil, Yazmyn 

& Robert
xxxx

Ray & Olwyn White
Diamond Wedding 

21st March

Bell
The family of the late Bob 

Bell would like to thank 
family and friends for floral 

tributes and cards. Also 
staff at Holly Lodge Care 

Home and Darlington 
Memorial Hospital, 
also Co-op Funeral 

Services. Thank you.

In Memoriam

Quietly today
Your memories are kept,

No need for words
We will never forget,

When thoughts go back
As they often do,

We treasure the memories
We have of you

Michelle Coulson

Love always,
Mam, Dad, Pamela, 

Peter & Anne
xxx

28th March 2014

SINGING THE Faith is a 
small friendly social com-
munity choir who are look-
ing for others to join them 
at the Baptist Church in 
Cockton Hill Road, Bishop 
Auckland (side entrance) 
at 10.30am on a Friday 
morning every week.

For more information, 
call 01388 604151.

SINGING  
THE FAITH

PATIENTS WERE una-
ble to attend scheduled 
appointments at Jubilee 
Medical Practice in Burke 
Street for a short while on 
Wednesday 13th March, 
due to police cordoning 
off the area. 

A spokeswoman for Dur-
ham Constabulary said: 
“We were called to Jubilee 
Medical Centre, in Shil-
don, shortly after 11am on 
Wednesday, March 13th 
following reports a man in 
his 30s was having a med-
ical episode.

“The man was taken 
to Darlington Memorial 
Hospital for treatment by 
ambulance.”

MEDICAL 
PRACTICE 
CORDONED OFF 
BY POLICE
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Everyone fully enjoyed 
the afternoon, singing 
along to the well-known 
songs including White 
Cliffs of Dover and Return 
to Sender.

“We look forward to 
welcoming Hazel, who is 
taking us for a walk down 
memory lane on the 3rd 
April,” said a spokesper-
son for the care home.

RESIDENTS AT Red-
worth House enjoyed 
an afternoon of classic 
sing-along songs, per-
formed by Howard Evans 
recently.

SING-ALONG AT REDWORTH HOUSE
Howard Evans performs a little Elvis for the residents.

STUDENTS FROM 
Greenfield Commu-
nity College took to the 
stage at Durham Gala 
Theatre this week with 
a stunning performance 
as part of Feetfirst, 
a secondary schools 
dance showcase.  

The group of dancers 
from Greenfield have 
been taking the event 
seriously, rehearsing at 
every opportunity to be 

the best that they can 
be.  

The students made 
the hard work show in a 
fabulous performance 
which was supported by 
the guidance and chore-
ography of dance spe-
cialist Mrs Dixon (Assis-
tant Headteacher).

The event is presented 
by County Durham Edu-
cation Development Ser-
vice and is an evening 

of dance to celebrate 
the achievements of 
talented and creative 
dancers in secondary 
schools throughout 
the region.  Mrs Dixon 
commented, “It demon-
strates the commitment 
across the county to a 
broad and balanced cur-
riculum.  

“We are proud to be 
part of this experience 
and celebrate our Per-

forming Arts and ded-
ication to the arts and 
the impact they have on 
student learning.” 

Executive Headteacher, 
Mr David Priestley said: 
“Greenfield Community 
College are committed 
to engaging students in 
events such as Feetfirst 
and experiences that will 
be memorable and at the 
same time enrich their 
learning development.”   

The Greenfield students onstage at the Gala Theatre in Durham. 

GREENFIELD STUDENTS PUT 
‘FEETFIRST’ AT GALA THEATRE

HOUSES TO LET

TEL: 07795 652 191

In Shildon, 
Bishop Auckland
Howden le Wear

Evenwood 
& Darlington

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

Andrew’s Roofing
Chimney Stacks - Ridge Tile 

Repairs - Brickwork Repointed 
- Flat Roofs - Slating & Tiling - 
Felting and Pointing - Repairs 

- UPVC, Gutters, Fascias, 
Soffits & Flat Roofing Specialist

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

Eric’s Traditional 
Fish & Chips
1 Maple Avenue, Shildon, DL4 1AQ

Tel: 01388 773232 / 01388 776549

SPRING TIME SPECIAL
2 X COD

2 X SMALL CHIPS
2 FREE SAUCES

(Choice of Peas, Curry, Gravy or Beans)

EVERY DAY ALL DAY - ONLY £10!

Opening Times 
Mon: 11am - 7pm    |   Tue-Fri: 11am - 8pm 

Sat: 11am - 7pm    |    Sun: Closed

Starts Thursday 21st March
Ends Saturday 13th April

Top Cuts Barbers
81 Church Street, Shildon
NOW OPEN
Hair Cuts
Hot Towel Shaving
Waxing
Open 7 days a week

topcutsbarbers
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Scooters from £295
Adjustable Beds from £595
• Wheelchairs, bath 

lifts & stair lifts

Lift Recline Chairs from £495
M.V. MOBILITY
M O B I L E  S H O W R O O M

• Service & Repair at your home

Part exchange welcome

01388 311729
Est 2003

Dated: 23rd March 2019

Helen Lynch
Head of Legal & Democratic Services

County Hall, Durham DH1 5UL

NOTICE OF MAKING OF AN ORDER

HIGHWAYS ACT 1980
WILDLIFE AND COUNTRYSIDE ACT 1981

THE COUNTY COUNCIL OF DURHAM
(PUBLIC BRIDLEWAY NO. 40 SHILDON PARISH)

PUBLIC PATH STOPPING UP AND DEFINITIVE MAP AND STATEMENT 
MODIFICATION ORDER 2019

NOTICE OF PUBLIC PATH DIVERSION ORDER

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990, SECTION 257
WILDLIFE AND COUNTRYSIDE ACT 1981, SECTION 53A(2)

THE COUNTY COUNCIL OF DURHAM
(PUBLIC FOOTPATH NO. 38 SHILDON PARISH) 

PUBLIC PATH DIVERSION AND DEFINITIVE MAP AND STATEMENT 
MODIFICATION ORDER 2019

The above order, made on 14/3/19, under section 118 of the Highways Act 1980, will 
stop up the Public Bridleway No. 40 Shildon Parish running from a point west of East 
Thickley Cottages proceeding in a generally south easterly direction to a point at its 
termination at East Thickley, as shown on the order map.  The above order will also 
modify the Definitive Map and Statement of the Public Rights of Way for County 
Durham by deleting the bridleway described.  

A copy of the order and the order map have been placed and may be seen free of charge 
at Shildon library & County Hall, Durham during normal opening hours and via the 
Council website. Copies of the order/map may be bought there at the price of £1.15.

Any representations about or objections to the order may be sent in writing addressed 
to Loraine Holding, Legal Assistant, County Hall, Durham DH1 5UL or by email to 
Highways.orders@durham.gov.uk (ref: 21275) not later than 20/4/19.  Please state the 
grounds on which they are made.  If no such representations or objections are duly 
made, or if any so made are withdrawn, the County Council of Durham may confirm 
the order as an unopposed order.  If the order is sent to the Secretary of State for the 
Environment for confirmation any representations or objections which have not been 
withdrawn will be sent with the order. 

The above order was made on 14/3/19.  The effect of the order will be to divert Public 
Footpath No. 38 Shildon Parish running from a point at the junction with Bridleway 
No 40 Shildon Parish, proceeding in a generally east-south-easterly direction to a 
point south-east of East Thickley Cottages onto a line running from a point further 
south-east on Bridleway No. 40 Shildon Parish as shown on the order map.

A copy of the order and the order map may be seen free of charge at Shildon library 
and the Council’s Offices at County Hall, Durham during normal opening hours and 
via the Council website.  Copies of the Order and map may be bought there at the price 
of £1.15.

Any representation about or objection to the Order may be sent or delivered in 
writing addressed to Sharon Renwick, Legal Assistant, County Hall, Durham, 
DH1 5UL, no later than 20/4/19.  Please state the grounds on which it is made.  If 
no such representations or objections to the Order are duly made, or if any so made 
are withdrawn, The County Council of Durham may itself confirm the Order as an 
unopposed order.  If the order is sent to the Secretary of State for Environment, Food 
and Rural Affairs for confirmation any representations or objections which have not 
been withdrawn will be sent with the order. 

that situation as a “scandal-
ous and secret maladminis-
tration of public money on a 
vast scale. Unless the one 
million children and young 
people are tracked down 
and the £1.5 billion is given 
to those for whom it was 
set aside, that money will go 
back to the Treasury.

“That would be a ter-
rible waste – not just of 
the money, but of the life 
chances of the young 
people for whom it was 
intended,” she said. 

She called on Treasury 
Ministers to actively work 
to reunite young people with 
their money. Currently, the 
only information issued by 
the Government is included 
in the small print of the letter 
sent to 16-year-olds when 
they receive their National 
Insurance Number. 

Ms Goodman argued that 
this letter only includes a 
vague reference that peo-
ple who are unaware of 
the scheme may miss: “it 
does not say ‘you have an 
asset probably worth over 
£1,000.’” 

Since 2017, the Govern-
ment have contracted the 
administration of some of 
these lost accounts to the 
Share Foundation, a charity, 

for £300,000. Ms Goodman 
labelled the move  “irre-
sponsible”, adding that “the 
Treasury has taken its eye 
off the ball completely on 
this matter.” She suggested 
that HMRC should signpost 
parents to the Child Trust 
Fund when they write to 
notify them of changes to 
Child Benefit entitlement 
when their child turns 18. 

The Economic Secre-
tary to the Treasury, John 
Glen, responded during the 
debate. He referred to the 
issue as a “lack of engage-
ment” from account hold-
ers, and outlined the Govern-
ment’s efforts so far to link 
accounts with their owners. 
These included the HMRC 
online form, the National 
Insurance letter, and the 
contract with the Share 
Foundation aimed at tracing 
the accounts of children in 
care. The Minister would not 
commit to further measures 
suggested by MPs, includ-
ing a positive public aware-
ness campaign. 

To trace a missing Child 
Trust Fund, young people 
or their carers should com-
plete an online form. This 
form can be accessed at: 
https://www.gov.uk/child- 
trust-funds.

HELEN GOODMAN MP 
held a debate in Westmin-
ster Hall on Wednesday 
13th March to seek Gov-
ernment action on the 
issue of ‘lost’ Child Trust 
Fund accounts worth an 
estimated £1.5 billion. 

Over six million Child 
Trust Funds are currently 
in existence, but a million 
accounts are not linked to 
their beneficiary: these are 
either forgotten or holding 
incorrect contact infor-
mation. There are around 
8,000 children in Bishop 
Auckland constituency with 
a Child Trust Fund account, 
but over 3,000 of these may 
not know they have this 
money waiting for them. 

A YouGov Report, pub-
lished to coincide with the 
debate indicated that as 
many as 1 in 5 families 
receiving Child Tax Credit 
were not aware of their Child 
Trust Funds. Due to Gov-
ernment contributions and 
market growth, these funds 
are worth up to £1,600.

During the debate, the 
Bishop Auckland Constit-
uency MP argued that “the 
Government have failed 
to run the scheme prop-
erly”, describing these lost 
accounts as a “blunder.”

Ms Goodman argued 
“the Government seem to 
be hiding the funds from 
those for whom they were 
intended.” She elaborated 
with the following statistics: 
while only 6% of accounts 
held by children in the top 
15% of the income distribu-
tion have been lost, there is 
no contact information for 
40% of children from fam-
ilies who were on child tax 
credits when the fund was 
set up. It was this group that 
the scheme was designed 
to benefit. Ms Goodman 
said, “in essence, the Gov-
ernment have overturned 
the whole purpose of the 
scheme.” 

The Labour MP described 

MP TAKES MINISTER TO TASK 
OVER ‘LOST’ CHILD TRUST FUNDS

Helen Goodman MP.

HUMBLES GARAGE
01388 778070  |  07778 117 778

1 ROBSON STREET SHILDON, DL4 1EB

WE ARE NOW CLOSED ON SATURDAYS

MOTs - MOTORBIKES, 
CARS AND VANS

SERVICING
TYRES

EXHAUSTS

A. FrAncis
Roofing & Building

From a single slate to a new roof
Gutters cleaned and inspected

Chimney repairs

No job too small
Tel: 01388 833853

Mob: 07811 848228
Established 1987

Repointing to brickwork

If you would like to advertise your business in The 
Crier and any of our sister papers, contact us at:

T: 01388 775 896
M: 07909 992 731
E: crier@swd.news

Independent publishers of the Shildon & District Town Crier, 
Bishop Press, Ferryhill & Chilton Chapter and Spennymoor News

Shildon Businesses
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hood Police.
Paula Nelson, Shildon 

Alive Project Manager 
thanked the volunteers 
for their hard work, say-
ing: “Everyone worked 
together to get the raised 
beds ready for our young 
gardeners to plant in this 
year’s school gardening 

sessions.”
If you are interested 

in getting involved in 
the gardens, or to find 
out more about volun-
teer opportunities with 
Shildon Alive projects, 
contact Paula on 01388 
417600 or email shildon-
alive@gmail.com.

ON FRIDAY 8th March a 
team of volunteers got 
together for this year’s 
Big Dig at Furnace Com-
munity Garden in Shil-
don.

The team included new, 
enthusiastic volunteers 
and a ‘fantastic’ team 
from Shildon Neighbour-

THE BIG DIG AT FURNACE 
COMMUNITY GARDEN

Shildon Alive Project Manager Paula Nelson (second left) with her team of volunteers at 
Furnace Community Garden.

AREA DEMONSTRATOR, 
Val Guest, will entertain at 
the next meeting of Shil-
don and District Flower 
Club at 7.30pm on Mon-
day 1st April at Shildon 
Civic Hall.

Val’s theme for the 
evening of flower demon-
strating is entitled Spring 
Surprizes and is guaran-
teed to both inspire and 
delight.

The evening is free to 
members, with guests 
paying £5 on the door.

There is always a selec-
tion of stalls to peruse, 
the bar is open and meals 
are available to purchase 
in the restaurant from 
6pm onwards.

Tickets, priced £8 for 
guests and £5 for mem-
bers, will also be on sale 
for the Open Evening on 
Monday 13th May, when 
national demonstrator 
Nick Grounds from Wis-
bech will present an intrigu-
ing, ‘floriferous’ evening 
entitled Palimpsest.

‘SPRING SURPRIZES’ AT 
SHILDON FLOWER CLUB TALK

THE TOWN’S very own 
award-winning young 
people’s Youth Theatre 
Group, CATS will this week 
perform their latest pro-
duction - Hairspray, The 
Musical.

The show will be per-
formed at the Civic Hall 
on Thursday 21st, Friday 
22nd and Saturday 23rd 
March at 7.30pm, with a 
final show on Sunday 24th 
March at 2pm.

A spokesperson said: 
“The young people have  

HAIRSPRAYED CATS
put a lot of energy and 
hard work into their ver-
sion of this West End 
musical.

“The show consists of 
many well-known songs 
like I Can Hear The Bells, 
Good Morning Baltimore 
and You Can’t Stop The 
Beat.”

Tickets are priced at £6 
for adults and £3.50 for 
children.

For more information, 
or to pre-book, call 01388 
774838.

THE WECAN group meet 
regularly at Greenfield 
Community College to 
support parents and stu-
dents and enjoy a range 
of events and activities.

The group have 
recently explored cyber 
safety which, was 
assisted by Cyber Harm 
Reduction Officer, Mrs 
Katie Cain from the Dig-
ital Investigations and 
Intelligence unit at Dur-
ham Constabulary.

In the session the 
group were given the 
opportunity to explore 
current cyber safety 
issues, discuss social 
media settings and learn 
how everyone can assist 
in making the internet a 
safer tool to use.

A spokesperson for 
the WECAN group said: 
“This is just one of many 
opportunities that the 

group gets involved in, 
with social outings and 
other valuable sessions 
running throughout the 
term. “If you think you 
would be interested in 
attending one of these 
sessions, why not join 
our friendly group on 
a Thursday afternoon 
12.45pm - 3pm at Green-
field Community Col-
lege, Shildon Site.  

“The group has also 
just received National 
Lottery funding. Thank 
you to everyone who 
plays The National Lot-
tery for the support 
which will ensure the 
continuation of activi-
ties in the future. 

“To find out more 
about the group, please 
contact Nicola Best 
at Greenfield Commu-
nity College on 01325 
300378.”

GREENFIELD GROUP 
GIVE SUPPORT
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Do you 
have 
leaflets 
for your 
business?

The Crier is 
delivered to 
around 
6,000 
homes
Leaflets distributed 
from just 3p each. 
Call 
(01388) 775 896 
to arrange distribution

tion, which includes librar-
ies, said: “This fantastic 
competition is running in 
our libraries across the 
county. 

“All Durham County 
Council libraries offer 
regular Toddler Time ses-
sions where little ones can 
bring their adults along 
to listen to a story, sing a 
song or take part in crafts. 

“It’s free to join the 
library and as a junior bor-
rower, children of all ages 
can access a fantastic 
range of books, with all 
the current top picks and 
old favourites available to 
borrow or reserve.

“Library members can 
also access a wonderful 
range of ebooks and eAu-
diobooks online simply by 
downloading the Borrow-
box app.”

Toddler Time takes 
place at Shildon Library 

every Tuesday morning 
during term time from 
10am.

Details of all County Dur-
ham libraries and Toddler 
Time sessions can be 
found at www.durham.
gov.uk/libraries.

Dear Zoo is at Gala The-
atre on Wednesday 15th 
and Thursday 16th May at 
various times. Tickets are 
£12.50 each or £46 for a 
family ticket.

Another children’s 
favourite, Zog is at the 
theatre on Friday 29th and 
Saturday 30th March at 
various times. Tickets are 
£13 and £11 for conces-
sions.

Tickets for both shows 
are available from www.
galadurham.co.uk or in 
person from the Gala The-
atre box office, or over the 
telephone on 03000 266 
600.

YOUNG BOOKWORMS 
have not one, but two 
chances to win a fantastic 
prize in April.

Junior members of Dur-
ham County Council librar-
ies who attend a Toddler 
Time session (for under 
5s) before the end of April 
can enter a prize draw to 
win a family ticket to Dear 
Zoo at Gala Theatre, Dur-
ham on Wednesday 15th 
May at 3.30pm.

Rod Campbell’s best- 
selling book has delighted 
generations of young 
readers since it was first 
published in 1982 and 
has sold more than 8 mil-
lion copies worldwide. 
This stage production will 
delight audiences both 
young and old with pup-
pets, music and lots of 
audience interaction.

Cllr Joy Allen, Cabinet 
member for transforma-

FAMILY THEATRE TICKETS 
UP FOR GRABS

Children enjoying Toddler Time songs at Newton Aycliffe Library.
VOTERS IN Shildon are 
being encouraged to 
have their say on election 
arrangements for their 
area.

Durham County Council 
is carrying out a review 
of all polling districts, 
places and stations and 
is asking residents for 
their views.

The authority is legally 
required to undertake a 
review every five years, 
giving people the chance 
to offer any suggestions 
for changes to specific 
polling places and dis-
tricts as well as the suit-
ability of polling places, 

HAVE YOUR SAY ON 
POLLING DISTRICTS

Residents are invited to submit suggestions for polling 
station locations.

including access and any 
potential alternatives.

A polling district is a 
geographical sub-division 
of an electoral ward, while 
a polling place is the area 
of building where a polling 
station is located. A poll-
ing station is the place 
where electors cast their 
vote.

The consultation is open 
until Sunday 31st March.

Comments can be 
emailed to electoralser-
vices@durham.gov.uk or 
posted to Electoral Ser-
vices, Durham County 
Council, County Hall, Dur-
ham, DH1 5UL.

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 

factory and saveFREE
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BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

Damp Proofing Specialist 
Timber Treatments

Condensation Problems
Damp Surveys

30 Year Guarantee
07854 493727

www.key-interiors.co.uk

25 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

Navigate HR 
& Admin Services

Insightful Thinking, Real Life Solutions

Offering HR and office 
support to business, sole 
traders and self employed

Contact Kathryn on 
01388 22 77 27

navigatehrhelp@gmail.com
www.navigatehrandadmin.com07760 886 769

All aspects of internal 
and external plastering 
covered. Damp proofing 
specialist. Call today for 

your free quotation

LJL Plastering  
Services 

ARE YOU or is someone 
you know a breastfeeding 
parent? 

Newton Aycliffe and 
Shildon Health Visitors 
are looking for willing 
mothers and families to 
participate in an short 
film to talk about the reali-
ties of breastfeeding. 

The project is being held 
by Harrogate & District 
NHS Foundation Trust in 
collaboration with Dur-
ham County Council in 
a bid to make Durham a 
breastfeeding-friendly 
county.

The short films will be 
used to support other 
women in the area to 
make informed choices 
for feeding their babies 

CALLING ALL 
BREASTFEEDING MAMS

The new project is aimed at making County Durham a 
breastfeeding-friendly county.

and to raise awareness of 
the importance of breast-
feeding.

As well as looking for 
mams to talk about their 
breastfeeding experi-
ences, project manag-
ers would also like to 
hear from partners and 
extended family mem-
bers who have supported 
women in their breast-
feeding journey.

“We would love you to 
get involved, so drop us 
a message and some-
one will get back to you,” 
encouraged a spokesper-
son.

To get involved, mes-
sage Newton Aycliffe & 
Shildon Health Visitors via 
Facebook.

Should the Secretary of State intervene in plans for DCC’s new HQ? 
I know I am far from unusual in having serious reservations about Durham County 
Council’s intended new riverside HQ on the Sands, which entails huge risks for tourism, 
business, flooding, air pollution, traffic, parking, and disability access. Over 1,000 
people objected to the planning application during the planning stages, whereas there 
were just 8 letters in support, yet the planning application was passed by Durham 
County Council, the applicant. 
Surely such a contentious decision should not be made by the applicant but by an 
independent body. The Secretary of State could opt to take the decision out of DCC’s 
hands, and so like 4,000 plus other people, I’ve signed a petition asking him to do just 
that. You can find the petition at www.savedurham.co.uk.
At the Planning Committee meeting on the 5th March, the Chair was clear that there 
were policies according to which the planning application could be refused, however 
it came down to party politics – with all Labour councillors voting for it and opposition 
councillors voting against. This vote repeated the pattern from the full Council 
Meeting earlier on 20th February, when opposition councillors voted to postpone the 
project quoting public dissatisfaction amongst other issues, and to consider alternate 
sites, while Labour councillors voted to carry on with this and take it to the Planning 
Committee.  Such a momentous decision should not be made by the Cabinet of one 
political party whipping its councillors. And, under the pressure of knowing the project 
was of Cabinet’s wish, how could the planning officers or the members of the planning 
committee be expected to assess all the evidence with a neutral mind? 
Indeed, amongst other issues I observed them discount the knowledge of the 
Confederation for Passenger Transport (the main trade body for coaches in the UK, 
who said tourism would be damaged) in favour of the views of Visit County Durham 
which is funded by the Council. They discounted the local disability rights group claims 
that the inaccessibility of the site for many disabled people (down a steep hill) meant 
that the building would breach equality law, when DCC’s own solicitor was brought in 
to say she thought not. 
And, one Councillor dismissed concerns about current air pollution on the basis that 
“use of electric cars would be widespread in 15 years’ time”. 
It seems clear to me that this contentious decision should not be made by the applicant, 
and I hope many of your readers will join me and thousands of others and sign the 
petition above and request call in by the Secretary of State to take this decision in place 
of DCC.

Name and address supplied

Virgin Media disengagement 
With reference to your article Virgin host broadband drop in (issue 911) my engagement 
somewhat differs to your article.
Virgin Media contractors have over the last few weeks been digging up the roads and 
pavements of Shildon to install their fibre optic cables. 
The pavements have been left in a dirty and shoddy condition - in my opinion - and as 
a result, the residents of Shildon are constantly treading mud, sand and cement into 
their homes. 
I have tried contacting Virgin Media to request a clean up, but up to today, I have had 
no response. Guess what MY response will be when they try and flog me their services.

Name and address supplied

Letters to the Editor...
Email: crier@swd.news stating ‘Letter’ in the subject line.
Write to: Letters, Shildon & District Town Crier, 3-4 First Floor Offices, Shildon Town Council, Shildon DL4 1AH.
All letters (including emails) must include the writer’s name, address, 
postal code and contact number and may be edited.
The maximum length for letters is 200 words.

DUE TO the recent pass-
ing of Shildon Town 
Councillor Henry Nichol-
son, a vacancy has arisen 
in the Office of Councillor 
for the Sunnydale Ward 
of the Town Council.

If by 27th March, 2019 
a request for an elec-
tion to fill the vacancy is 
made in writing to: The 
Returning Officer, Elec-

toral Services, Room 
1/104-115, County Hall, 
Durham, DH1 5UL by 
TEN electors for the said 
Parish (Ward), an elec-
tion will be held to fill the 
vacancy, otherwise the 
vacancy will be filled by 
co-option.

If an election is called, 
it will take place no later 
than 4th June, 2019.

COUNCILLOR VACANCY 
FOR SUNNYDALE WARD



Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...
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Petite Heat
Female Plumbing & 

Heating Services

Appliance Maintenance 
Servicing, Landlord Gas 

Safety Checks, Boiler 
Servicing & Repairs

Tel Nicola: 
01740 656331
07841 291779

petiteheat74@aol.com
01388 720994
07779 557148

Naylor’s  Aerials

Call Richard  

£45From

Quality Materials Used

Supplied & Fitted

only

Perfect picture guaranteed

looking forward to the 
next competition, which 
will be in April.”

Spectrum Roller Skat-
ing Club have beginner 
lessons on Thursdays at 

Shildon Sunnydale Lei-
sure Centre from 4.30-
5.30pm.  

For more details, con-
tact Tracy Stevens 07891 
461958.

THREE SPECTRUM skat-
ers travelled to Kettering 
for Spring Solos National 
Dance event on the week-
end of 16th and 17th 
March and returned with 
two bronze medals.

The youngest skater in 
the competition squad, 
seven-year-old Ella New-
son came home with her 
first bronze medal in the 
tots freedance event and 
also came 8th in the Tots 
Solo dance. 

Nine-year-old Jazzmyn 
Loring placed third, also 
gaining a bronze medal, 
in the mini freedance 
event.  She also returned 
with a 9th in the Mini Solo 
dance.

Adult skater, Andrea 
Vasey came 16th in the 
Masters Solo dance 
event.

Coach, Tracy Stevens 
said: “I am very proud of 
all the skaters for taking 
part and for the improve-
ment they have shown.

“Their hard work has 
paid off and we are now 

SKATERS RETURN WITH MEDALS

Ella Newson returned from the Spring Solos National Dance 
competition with her first medal.

WITH THE new season 
fast approaching, Shildon 
Railway Cricket Club will 
be holding two spruce up 
days, with a view to get-
ting the ground and facil-
ities in order for the first 
home league game on 
Saturday, 20th April.

“There’s lots to be done, 
not only on and around 
the playing field, but also 
on the score box, chang-
ing rooms and ground 
perimeter,” said a club 
spokesperson.

“Everything needs a 
general tidy up and, as 

the old saying goes, many 
hands make light work, he 
added. 

The two spruce up days 
will take place on Sat-
urday 30th March and 
Saturday 13th April and 
anyone willing to lend a 
hand should turn up at the 
Hackworth Road Ground 
at 11am.

Players and prospective 
players are reminded that 
indoor nets take place at 
Longfield School, Darling-
ton, from 6 until 7.30pm 
on 18th and 25th March 
and 1st and 8th April.

SPRUCE UP DAYS AT 
SHILDON CRICKET CLUB

THERE WAS no jackpot 
winner after Shildon AFC 
Supporters’ Club’s latest 
lottery draw on Sunday 
17th March. The six num-
bers drawn were: 1, 6, 7, 10, 

SHILDON LOTTO ROLLOVER
11 and 15. The £25 conso-
lation prize was won by G 
Dawson. This week, play-
ers must match 6 from 18 
to claim a £500 jackpot 
prize.

SHILDON AFC’S Dur-
ham Challenge Cup Final 
against South Shields will 
be played at Sunderland 
AFC’s Stadium of Light on 
Friday 3rd May, kicking off 
at 7.30pm, the Durham FA 
has announced.

The Railwaymen over-
came Boldon CA, Newton 
Aycliffe, Consett AFC and 
Hartlepool United to book 
their place in the final 
and will need another 
giant-killing performance  
if they are to lift the pres-
tigious County Cup for the 
third time in six seasons. 

Meanwhile, Shildon’s 
weekend Northern 
League tie at Hebburn 
Town was postponed 
after an overnight deluge 

CUP FINAL TO BE PLAYED 
AT STADIUM OF LIGHT

put paid to most of the 
Northern League fixtures.

The match has been 
rearranged to be played 
on the evening of Tuesday 
2nd April.

This weekend, Shil-
don host North Shields 
at Dean Street with the 
opportunity to leapfrog 
the visitors, who sit one 
place and two points 
above them in the league 
table. 

The Robins are enduring 
a slump in form, having 
lost their last four in a row 
while Shildon will be look-
ing to avenge a 1-0 defeat 
earlier in the season.


