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COMPETITIVE PRICES

BIG SIZE MENSWEAR  2XL TO 8XL
Park right outside 

our showroom 
and shop at 
your leisure!

SUITS
SHIRTS

TROUSERS
LONG TIES
T-SHIRTS
SHORTS

CARGO TROUSERS
JEANS

EVERYTHING FOR 
THE LARGE MAN

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

A Toddler Time session at Newton Aycliffe Library.

FAMILY THEATRE TICKETS 
UP FOR GRABS
YOUNG BOOKWORMS 
have not one but two 
chances to win a fantastic 
prize in March and April.

Junior members of Dur-
ham County Council librar-
ies who attend a Toddler 
Time session (for under 

5s) before Friday 22nd 
March can enter a prize 
draw to win a family ticket 
to see Zog at Gala Theatre, 
Durham on Saturday 30th 
March at 4pm.

Zog bumps, burns and 
roars his way through 

Dragon School in this 
magical adaptation of 
Julia Donaldson and Axel 
Scheffler’s much-loved 
book, brought to life with a 
sumptuous folk score and 
live musicians.

By attending a Toddler 

Time session in April, jun-
ior library members can 
also enter another prize 
draw to win a family ticket 
to Dear Zoo at Gala Thea-
tre, Durham on Wednesday 

BRITISH BLUES and 
Rock outfit The Sean 
Webster Band are set to 
produce a live recording 
when they play Mains-
forth Community Centre 
on Saturday, March 23rd. 

The four-piece band, 
led by guitar vocalist, 
Sean Webster, were Brit-
ish Blues Award 2015 
nominees in three cate-
gories.

Tickets for the gig are 
£7.50 and available by 
calling 07814 965724. 

The album will also be 
available for pre order at 
a special discount price 
on the evening of the 
show.

For more on the band, 
visit their website at 
www.seanwebsterband.
com.

GRAB YOUR 
TICKETS FOR 
LIVE RECORDING 
AT MAINSFORTH

Guitar vocalist, Sean 
Webster, whose band will 
produce a live recording 
at Mainsforth Community 
Centre.
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Support your local 
community newspaper 

by mentioning the 
Ferryhill & Chilton Chapter 

when contacting 
advertisers.

www.swd.news/crier
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South West Durham News 

3-4 First Floor Offices 
Shildon Town Council

Civic Hall Square
Shildon  DL4 1AH
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01388 775896

Advertising:
07909 992731

Email: 
chapter@swd.news

Online:
www.swd.news/chapter

SEND US YOUR STORIES

If you have a story you 
would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
We are especially 
interested in good

news, be it personal 
achievements, local 

fundraising, community 
service or any other 

positive stories. Call us on 
01388 775896 or email 

chapter@swd.news

DISCLAIMER

Ferryhill & Chilton 
Chapter cannot be

held responsible for 
advertisers offering
goods or services. 

As a general rule we would
advise anyone not to 
part with any money

until an order has been 
completed to your

full satisfaction. 
All information is correct,

to the best of our 
knowledge, at the time of

printing. 
Ferryhill & Chilton Chapter 

accepts articles in
good faith and takes 
no responsibility for

errors and/or omissions.

You can read our 
sister papers online:

SPENNYMOOR
NEWS

www.swd.news/spenny

www.swd.news/bishop

Classifieds
All about local people ...

BirthdaysIn Memoriam Birthdays

Classifieds
Classifieds cost 42p per 
word + £7.20 for an optional 
photograph. For more 
information call 01388 775896 
or email chapter@swd.news.

Services
House Plans & Extensions
01325 300646 / 07795 965 670

All our love,
Jeff, Ben, Elle & Lauren

xxxxx

Marie Wall

Happy 50th Birthday
Have a brilliant time

22nd March 2019

All my love,
Jaydon

xxx

Marie Wall

Happy 50th Birthday Gran

All our love,
Mam, Dad and the family

xxx

Marie Wall

Happy 50th
Have a fab time at your 

party

Caroline & Gavin,
Mam, Dad & family

Katrina Ward
(Tina)

22nd March
A silent thought

A secret tear
Keeps your memory 

ever dear,
God took you home

It was His will,
But in our hearts

You live still

Loving husband,
Kevin

xxx

Carol Dunlavey
22.4.56 - 19.3.15

When I’m sad and lonely
And things are going 

wrong,
I seem to hear you whisper

‘Cheer up and carry on’

Each time I see your 
photograph,

You seem to smile and say
‘Don’t cry, I’m only sleeping
We’ll meet again some day’

50!

50!

Love, Grandma
x

Elle Moody

Lots of love on your 
21st Birthday Elle

26th March

Love you loads,
Mam, Dad, Sarah & Becky

xxxx

Elle Moody

Happy 21st Birthday Elle

26th March

21!

Chilton Community
SportS & SoCial Club

Saturday 6th  April, 60s, 70s, 80s band
‘ZEN’

Plus excellent entertainer, Trudie
Doors open 6.45pm. Tickets £6 available 
from the club or via ticketsource.co.uk

Afternoon Tea Dance 
& Bingo Session

Tuesday 2nd April 1-4pm. Admission £2.

Visit our new website for details of forthcoming 
entertainment chiltonclub.co.uk

15th May at 3.30pm.
Rod Campbell’s best-sell-

ing book has delighted 
generations of young read-
ers since it was first pub-
lished in 1982 and has sold 
more than 8 million copies 
worldwide. This stage pro-
duction will delight audi-
ences both young and old 
with puppets, music and 
lots of audience interac-
tion.

Cllr Joy Allen, Cabinet 
member for transforma-
tion, which includes librar-
ies, said: “These fantastic 
competitions are running 
in our libraries across the 
county. All Durham County 
Council libraries offer reg-
ular Toddler Time sessions 
where little ones can bring 
their adults along to listen 
to a story, sing a song or 
take part in crafts. 

“It’s free to join the library 
and as a junior borrower, 
children of all ages can 
access a fantastic range 
of books, with all the cur-
rent top picks and old 
favourites available to bor-
row or reserve.

“Library members can 
also access a wonderful 
range of ebooks and eAu-
diobooks online simply by 
downloading the Borrow-
box app.”

Toddler Time takes 
place at Chilton Library 
every Thursday morn-
ing, between 9.45am and 
10.45am.

Details of all County 
Durham libraries and Tod-
dler Time sessions can 
be found at www.durham.
gov.uk/libraries.

Zog is at Gala Theatre, 
Durham on Friday 29th 
and Saturday 30th March 
at various times. Tickets 
are £13 and £11 for con-
cessions.

Dear Zoo is at the the-
atre on Wednesday 15th 
and Thursday 16th May at 
various times. Tickets are 
£12.50 each or £46 for a 
family ticket.

Tickets for both shows 
are available from www.
galadurham.co.uk or in 
person from the Gala The-
atre box office, or over the 
telephone on 03000 266 
600.

WIN FAMILY 
THEATRE 
TICKETS AT 
TODDLER TIME

FROM PAGE 1
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OCCASION: (Please tick)
 Birthday   Obituary
 Anniversary   For Sale
 Birth   To Let
 Congratulations  Services
 Appreciations  Acknowledgement
 Memoriam   Birthday Memoriam

CLASSIFIED FORM:

Post or hand this form into:
3-4 First Floor Offices, Town Council Building, 
Civic Hall Square, Shildon, DL4 1AH 
Please note: All prices include VAT at standard rate.

Number of separate messages:..............
Message(s): Please write in clear BLOCK CAPITALS and continue on a 
   separate piece of paper if necessary

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

Total number of words = ............
Amount x 0.42p, (includes VAT): ..........................
Photograph included? (£7.20) Yes        No
(if yes, please include a stamped addressed envelope if you would like your picture returning)

Total (inc. photo): ..........................................
PLEASE NOTE: Cheques should be made payable to: Community Newspaper Support CIC

Contact Name: ...........................................................................
Address: .....................................................................................
...................................................................................................
Contact Number: ........................................................................

Established 1982www.walkertyres.co.uk

Great Deals on New Tyres 
Free Fitting, New Valve, Balance and Scrap Disposal

Huge Selection of Quality Used Tyres for Car, Van and 4x4

Spennymoor 01388 811468
Gateshead 0191 4911 422

24 hour Mobile Tyre Fitting (07931 526 741)
Alignment, Servicing, Brakes, Exhausts, Springs, 

Shock Absorbers, Batteries etc.
All major credit cards accepted

Walker Tyres, Compound 4, Tudhoe Ind. Est. DL16 6TL

FREE Legal Surgery
Every Thursday

4-6pm
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

(30 minutes free)
Family and Children - Disputes - Property - Wills  
Powers of Attorney - Commercial - Employment 

Personal Injury - Charities
1 Parker Terrace, Ferryhill, County Durham, DL17 8JY

Please contact the office on 
01740 657444

ferryhill@evansco.co.uk

Out of hours call available 
Call Neil on:

M: 07882 233 219  
Tel: 01740 474 045

NC PLUMBING 
SERVICES

All plumbing requirements undertaken
From a drip to a full bathroom refit.

Complete Bathroom specialist,
Full tiling and wall cladding service,

Full Power Flush Service.
Central heating problems repaired.

No job too small

BOLAM 
HOME REPAIRS
ALL SMALL JOBS WELCOME

From hanging a door 
to fencing & more

Over 25 years in the trade
For free estimates and advice

Call Brendon on
07841 818017

entire artist rebrands. Her 
designs and illustrations 
have been featured in 
numerous quality maga-
zines and websites.

She regularly collabo-
rates with her internation-
ally-acclaimed songwriter 
and musician partner 
Gary Miller (best known 
as co-founder and lead 
singer of legendary Dur-
ham folk-rock band The 
Whisky Priests) in deliv-
ering exciting and inno-
vative cross-collaborative 
music and art projects 
that are inspired by their 
joint passion for the local 
area, such as the highly- 
acclaimed Mad Martins, a 
3xCD, 104-page book and 
musical theatre project 
about the notorious Mar-
tin Brothers (William, Jon-
athan and John) of 18th 
Century Tynedale.

Helen and Gary are cur-
rently working on a num-
ber of major cross arts 
and multi-media projects 
together, such as From 
Coalfield to Battlefield, 
which chronicles the his-
tory of The Durham Light 

Infantry through a series of 
songs and accompanying 
images inspired by per-
sonal stories of individuals 
over a 200-year period. 

They are also develop-
ing The Butcher Baronet, 
a folk opera, exhibition 
and documentary based 
on the legend of mysteri-
ous historical figure John 
Duck - Durham’s Dick Wit-
tington.

A special launch event 
to herald the exhibition is 
being held at the People’s 
Bookshop on Sunday 31st 
March (4pm-6pm) before 
the exhibition opens 
on 1st April, running to 
the end of the month 
(Tuesday-Friday, mid-
day-5pm and Saturday, 
10am-5pm).

At the launch event Gary 
will be performing an exclu-
sive acoustic set of original 
songs based on or around 
Helen’s illustrations.

Entry to both the launch 
event and the exhibition is 
free and all are welcome. 
For further information/
queries visit: www.winkin-
bitsy.com.

FERRYHILL ARTIST Helen 
Temperley is launching a 
themed exhibition of her 
illustrative work in Dur-
ham, throughout April.

Northern Grit: The Good, 
The Bad & The Greedy, 
is the first in a series of 
month-long exhibitions 
by Durham-based artists 
to be held in a new exhibi-
tion space at the People’s 
Bookshop on Saddler 
Street, Durham City.

The exhibition will high-
light Helen’s passion for 
the rich cultural history 
and heritage of North- 
East England, depicting 
several fascinating well-
known and lesser-known 
regional characters.

As well as creating 
self-initiated work based 
directly on her own vision 
on a prolific basis, Helen 
is in high demand for 
commissioned work, 
particularly within the 
music industry, and has 
designed CD packages 
and promotional material 
for a number of interna-
tional artists, as well as 
designing and producing 

NORTHERN GRIT: THE GOOD, 
THE BAD & THE GREEDY

Ferryhill artist Helen Temperley with her musician partner Gary Miller. 
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MEIKLES SOLICITORS
8 North Street, Market Place, Ferryhill

Telephone : 01740 652811
Email : ferryhillreception@

meikles-solicitors.co.uk
FOR ALL LEGAL MATTERS

Accident and Injury Claims – Employment
House Sales & Purchases – Wills and Probate

Child Care Cases – Matrimonial – Crime
Established over 75 years

programme sees council 
workers join forces with 
residents, schools and 
businesses to improve 
the local environment.

It has proven a great 
success, winning Cam-
paign of the Year at Keep 
Britain Tidy Awards 2018.

In West Cornforth, the 
work was complemented 
by additional planting in 
the High Street, funded by 
local county councillors.

Land was also prepared 
for a new nature area, 
which will be packed full 
of bird and bee friendly 
plants. In Spring, Durham 
County Council staff will 
plant up the area along-
side volunteers from 
Cornforth in Bloom, Corn-
forth Partnership and 
Cornforth Parish Council.

To find out more about 
the campaign, visit www.
durham.gov.uk/spruceup.

A CAMPAIGN which 
encourages residents to 
get together to ensure 
their neighbourhoods 
look their best is showing 
no signs of slowing down 
in 2019.

Durham County Coun-
cil’s Operation Spruce Up 
has already visited West 
Cornforth and Ushaw 
Moor this year.

Launched in November 
2016, the deep cleaning 

SPRUCE UP SHOWS NO SIGN 
OF SLOWING DOWN IN 2019

Operation Spruce Up recently visited West Cornforth and Ushaw Moor.

VOTERS IN Ferryhill and 
Chilton are being encour-
aged to have their say on 
election arrangements 
for their area.

Durham County Council 
is carrying out a review 
of all polling districts, 
places and stations and 
is asking residents for 
their views.

The authority is legally 
required to undertake a 
review every five years, 
giving people the chance 
to offer any suggestions 
for changes to specific 
polling places and dis-
tricts as well as the suit-
ability of polling places, 

HAVE YOUR SAY ON 
POLLING DISTRICTS

Residents are invited to submit suggestions for polling 
station locations.

including access and any 
potential alternatives.

A polling district is a 
geographical sub-division 
of an electoral ward, while 
a polling place is the area 
of building where a polling 
station is located. A poll-
ing station is the place 
where electors cast their 
vote.

The consultation is open 
until Sunday 31st March.

Comments can be 
emailed to electoralser-
vices@durham.gov.uk or 
posted to Electoral Ser-
vices, Durham County 
Council, County Hall, Dur-
ham, DH1 5UL.

A 29 year-old man has 
appeared at Durham Crown 
Court via video link in rela-
tion to an incident involving 
a machete in Ferryhill Sta-
tion.

Maurice Michael Fraser, 
who is currently being 
held at HMP Durham, has 
admitted to posessing the 
machete and causing an 
affray in Eldon Terrace on 
December 4th, but denies 
wounding a man with intent. 
He instead admitted a less 
serious offence of unlawful 
wounding.

The victim is said to have 

suffered a fractured skull 
and a laceration to the fore-
head caused by machete 
blows.

Fraser also admitted 
causing criminal damage 
to a police cell when he was 
arrested following the inci-
dent. 

Sam Faulks, prosecuting, 
stated that it was his inten-
tion to pursue the wounding 
with intent allegation and 
the case was adjourned for 
trial on Monday 13th May.

Fraser, from Eldon Ter-
race, was remanded in cus-
tody until the trial.

MACHETE ATTACKER IN COURT
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March, at Ferryhill Village 
Methodist Chapel, After-
noon Tea will be served 
including a selection of 
freshly made sandwiches, 
scones, sweet treats and 
tea or coffee. 

This is a chance to treat 
mams, grandmas, aunt-
ies and friends to a lovely 

afternoon of scrumptious 
food and good company. 

Tickets are only £3 per 
person and are available 
at all Ferryhill primary 
schools, the Village Meth-
odist Chapel or email Gle-
nys@approachtoo.uk 

“Absolutely everyone is 
welcome,” said Glenys.

AFTER LAST year’s 
hugely popular Mother’s 
Day Afternoon Tea, Ferry-
hill primary school pupils 
are once again helping 
Approach Too CIC and 
the Methodist Chapel to 
deliver the perfect Moth-
er’s Day treat.

On Saturday 30th 

MOTHER’S DAY AFTERNOON TEA
Last year’s Mother’s Day Afternoon Tea was so popular that Ferryhill primary school pupils are 
hosting the event again this year.

ON TUESDAY 26th March, 
between 3.30pm and 
6.30pm, the Ladder Cen-
tre will host another of its 
popular Computers for the 
Terrified courses.

The free course will last 
for four weeks and covers 
using the internet, tips 
for saving money online, 
social media (what it is all 
about and how to use it to 
keep in touch with friends 
and family), sending 
emails and how to stay 
safe online. 

Learners will be fully 
supported on the course 
by the centre’s trained 
tutors. 

On Wednesday 27th 
and Thursday 28th March 
the centre is also run-
ning a Universal Digital 
and Financial Awareness 

Course. 
The course runs 

between 9am and 3.30pm 
on both days and will 
give tips on finding a job, 
an overview of Universal 
Credit, using your Univer-
sal Credit Journal, record-
ing job search activity, 
using your email, where 
to look for job vacancies 
and budgeting on Univer-
sal Credit. 

The course is free and 
those taking part will be 
fully supported. 

If you would like to take 
part in either course, or 
would like more informa-
tion, call the Ladder Cen-
tre on 01740 651639.

COURSES AT LADDER CENTRE

Red Supported 
Living CIC

4 Main Street, Ferryhill, DL17 8LA
Tel: 01740 654333

Mob: 07794 524772
We provide shared accommodation 

in both Ferryhill and Chilton!
You must be over 18 years old and 

able to claim housing benefit
Email: hello@redsupportedliving.co.uk

Web: redsupportedliving.co.uk

Grass cutting and garden 
maintenance, with over 200 

lawns cut locally with an 
average price of just £6.50

Patios, Drives and Fencing
For a Free  

No Obligation Estimate call  
John Paul Elsdon on 

077030 10042

34, Gordon Terrace
Ferryhill DL17 8AU

Ground
Dezign
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Bellwoods Windows and Doors

15 year guarantee on all UPVC frames and glass
Find us on Facebook. Free quotations.

Tel: 01388 205 670 
Email: info@bellwoodswindowsanddoors.co.uk

Chilton based

Andrew’s Roofing
Chimney Stacks - Ridge Tile 

Repairs - Brickwork Repointed 
- Flat Roofs - Slating & Tiling - 
Felting and Pointing - Repairs 

- UPVC, Gutters, Fascias, 
Soffits & Flat Roofing Specialist

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01740 623333
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE
FREE

MEASURE & FITTING 

buy direct from the 
factory and save

www.siestablinds.com

RENT NOTICES for 2019 
- 2020 (including water 
charge for 2018/2019) 
for allotments in Chilton 
have been posted by Chil-
ton Town Council and are 
due for payment from 1st 
April.  

A spokesperson for 
the Town Council said: 
“Please pay between 1st 
and 10th April (Monday 
- Friday between 9am - 
3pm). Payment can be 
made by cash or cheque 
(payable to Chilton Town 
Council).

“Included with the 
notice is the tenancy 
agreement which needs 
to be returned. In addi-
tion, information relating 
to the possible formation 
of an Allotment Associa-

tion is included. Please 
read, members would 
be grateful if you would 
return the slip at the bot-
tom indicating your pref-
erence.

“Another point to note 
is that allotment inspec-
tions will be carried out 
w/c 20th May, weather 
permitting. Allotment 
meetings are held on the 
third Thursday of each 
month at the Council 
offices commencing at 
10.30am, tenants are wel-
come to attend.  

“Allotment tenants will 
be kept updated on any 
new developments.

“For further information 
please call into the Town 
Council or telephone 
01388 721788.”

RENT DUE FOR CHILTON 
ALLOTMENTS

ST. AIDAN’S Church in Chil-
ton is hosting a Mamma 
Mia themed Film and Sing-
Along Fun Night on Tues-
day 26th March, from 7pm.

Tickets are £7 and 
include Greek tapas and 
wine.

Contact social members 
or reserve tickets by calling 
01388 720429 or 01388 
720511.

“Please come along and 
join us to dance the night 
away!” said a spokesper-
son.

MAMMA MIA- HERE WE GO AGAIN!

our community.  
“To finish with the most 

votes in our category is 
a fantastic achievement 
and accolade for every-
one involved with and 
who supports or is sup-
ported by the Trust.  

“This grant will help 
us achieve our dream of 
helping even more local 
families across the area.

“We are all part of this 
incredible journey.

“I’ve also come away 
from today with even 
more great contacts 
and ideas from the other 
organisations in the room 
that we can take forward 
together.”  

The Team Solan Sup-
ports More Warriors pro-
ject is to re-launch Sup-
port Groups to facilitate 
wider attendance and 
increased support group 
activity in Spennymoor. It 
could include more ven-
ues in Spennymoor AAP 
Area such as Byers Green, 
Kirk Merrington, Tudhoe, 
Middlestone Moor, Hett, 
Sunderland Bridge, pro-
viding increased oppor-
tunities for families 
impacted by a cancer 
diagnosis to participate 
and benefit from engage-
ment and interaction with 
other “Warriors”, and from 
Team Solan activities.

ON MARCH 2nd Team 
Solan was one of several 
local organisations to win 
funding at Spennymoor’s 
Area Action Partnership’s 
It’s Up 2 U event and the  
team is now saying thank 
you to everyone who 
voted for them.

 Commenting on the day, 
Mark Solan said: “Wow, 
what an amazing day for 
the Trust. I would like to 
say a huge thank you to 
everyone who helped 
make today possible and 
to everyone who made 
the effort to call down and 
vote for some fantastic 
clubs, schools and organ-
isations that we have in 

TEAM SOLAN SAY THANK YOU
Mark Solan, founder of the Solan Connor Fawcett Family Cancer charity.
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Gordon Fletcher & Sons
Independent Family Funeral Directors
A caring personal service, from a local family business,

Here to help you though those difficult times.
You know when you need us, we’ll be there, day or night.

OFFICE & PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST
Personalised Pre Payment Funeral Plans Available

St. Martha & St. Mary’s
Lazarus House, LInden Road, Ferryhill

Tel: (01740) 650558

Gordon Fletcher & Sons

Lazarus House, LInden Road, Ferryhill

ELECTRICIAN
www.armstrong-electrics.co.uk

◊	 Fault Finding / Repairs
◊	Extra Lights and Sockets
◊	New Fuse Boards
◊	Rewires
◊	P.A.T Testing
◊	 Landlord Inspections
◊	 Qualified	Electrician
◊	 Fully Insured
◊	Reliable Service
◊	Satisfaction Guaranteed

I WILL ASSURE YOU OF A QUICK 
RESPONSE AND A REASONABLY 

PRICED SERVICE
Call Gary on:

01740 474050

Do	you	find	it	difficult	to	get	
someone to come out 

and do a small job? DP Plumbing & 
Heating Services

Established company
Gas safe registered 217844

Our boiler installs are done by time 
served engineers, all systems are 
Power flushed, not just flushed.
Boiler installs starting from just £1,000
Full Bathroom Suites   Landlord Certificates
We do the small jobs too!   Free Quotes
We also work alongside a fully qualified Joiner

T: 01740 656715  M: 07931578017

A FREE coffee morning 
for residents of Ferryhill 
will take place at the Royal 
British Legion Club at Fer-
ryhill Station on Tuesday 
26th March at 10.30am.

All are welcome.

RBL COFFEE 
MORNING

THE NEXT meeting of 
Chilton Residents’ Asso-
ciation will be held on 
Tuesday 26th March at 
The Pavilion in the Min-
ers Welfare Recreation 
Ground, Chilton, at 7pm.  
All welcome.

CHILTON 
RESIDENTS’ 
MEETING

County Record Office, 
said: “The Victorian work-
ing classes dreaded the 
workhouse and with good 
reason. It was a very strict, 
institutional place where, 
for example, married cou-
ples were sent to separate 
male and female wards 
and parents were sepa-
rated from their children. 

“This talk will tell you 

more about the work-
house, but also how to 
trace ancestors who were 
inmates or staff. It has 
been an extremely popu-
lar topic in previous ses-
sions.” 

The session runs on 
Thursday 21 March, 10am 
to 12 noon and Monday 25 
March, 6pm to 8pm. 

As with all Branching 

A FAMILY history session 
will invite people to trace 
their family back to the 
Victorian workhouse.

Durham County Record 
Office’s Branching Out 
series offers family his-
tory courses for those 
ready to move on from the 
basics.

The next session will 
revisit the Victorian work-
house where those too 
poor to support them-
selves were sent to live 
and work as inmates, 
given tasks such as 
unpicking rope or clean-
ing, depending on age and 
health. 

The talk will also help 
people to trace workhouse 
staff, including doctors, 
teachers and chaplains as 
well as clerical staff.  

Attendees to the talk can 
learn about daily life in the 
workhouse, for both staff 
and inmates, and how to 
use surviving records for 
personal research.

Dawn Layland, educa-
tion archivist at Durham 

FINDING ANCESTORS IN VICTORIAN WORKHOUSES

Staff at Lanchester Workhouse, c.1900.The master and matron in centre, believed to be 
Walter and Mary Brotherhood. (Reference number D/Ph 429/1. I)

Out sessions, there will 
be an hour after the talk 
to browse and use the 
Record Office research 
facilities, with support 
from an archivist.

Tickets must be booked 
in advance and are priced 
at £10 per person. 

Book online at recordoff 
iceshop.durham.gov.uk or 
call 03000 267 619.

IN LAST week’s story, 
Switching Services Helps 
Partnership Save Cash, we 
stated that Shaun Hillary 
is chairman of Ferryhill 
Community Partnership. 
However, Mr Hillary has 
asked it to be known that 
he has not been associ-
ated with the charity for 
almost a year.

CORRECTION

S CRABTREE
Digital Aerials Fitted

Digi Aerials, DAB
Sky, Freesat, CCTV

No Hidden Charges.
No Extra For Cable Used.

I Will Beat Any 
Written Quote, Plus 
Network Your House 

& Tune In
Ferryhill based

0797 997 1541

AT A recent meeting of 
Chilton Town Council,  
members agreed to hold 
a consultation event in a 
bid to find out the views 
of residents relating to 
leisure and community 
events.  

Residents of all ages 
are therefore invited 
along to Chilton Town 
Council offices (Hutton 
House, Durham Road) 
on Saturday 30th March, 
from 10am - 2pm, to 
discuss with members 
the existing leisure and 
event provisions and 

give recommendations 
for the future.

The Council welcome 
the view of residents 
and have taken these 
into consideration, for 
example the Fireworks 
Display and Annual 
Coach trip have once 
again been added to the 
town’s events calendar.

Dates for your diaries 
this year include:
• Miners Gala - Satur-

day 13th July (organ-
ised by the Miner Gala 
Committee);

• Armed Forces Day - 

Saturday 29th June;
• Town Gala - Saturday 

29th June;
• South Shields Coach 

Trip - Saturday 10th 
August;

• Fireworks Display - 
Friday 1st November 
(earlier time of 6pm 
- time changed due to 
feedback from resi-
dents);

• Remembrance Sunday 
Service - Sunday 10th 
November;

• Christmas Lights 
Switch On - Friday 29th 
November;

COMMUNITY CONSULTATION FOR 
LEISURE AND EVENT PROVISION

• Civic Carol Service - 
Thursday 12th Decem-
ber.
Formalities are still to 

be agreed for all events. 
Full details will be adver-
tised nearer each event.

“If any local groups 
have an event planned 
please contact the Town 
Council and we can 
advertise on the Coun-
cil’s website which is 
being updated,” encour-
aged a spokesperson.  

For further details on 
any of the above, con-
tact Chilton Town Coun-
cil on 01388 721788 or 
email: info@chiltondur-
ham-tc.gov.uk.

New Roofs, Slating, 
Tiling, Felt Roofs etc.

For all your 
roofing needs
Contact Lee

L & L Roofing Services

Mobile: 07970 381075
Home: 01740 653750
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News
All about local people and events

FERRYHILL ROOFING 
CONTRACTORS LTD

For all aspects of roofing

- New roofs - roof repairs - 

slating - felt roofs etc.

Contact Trevor Elsdon on

01388 420152 
or  0788 788 6558

Domestics Direct 
AppliAnce repAirs

Washing Machines, Tumble 
Dryers, Electric Cookers, 

Vacuum Cleaners, Dish Washers

free locAl cAll out

Call Darren
Daytime: 07949 905 581
Evening: 01388 721 882

TAXIS
SILVERCABS

07549 634 441

Local Driver
Anytime, Anywhere
Hospitals, Doctors, 

Airports, Train Station, 
Holidays, Shopping

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

K&G
BUILDING SERVICES
All aspects of Building 

Work carried out, including 
Painting & Decorating.

Fencing work undertaken 
including repairs

01388 722907
07931 801103

OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE
LOCALLY BASED

Damp Proofing Specialist 
Timber Treatments

Condensation Problems
Damp Surveys

30 Year Guarantee
07854 493727

www.key-interiors.co.uk

25 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE

ELECTRICIAN
ALL YOUR  

ELECTRICAL NEEDS
NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

FULLY QUALIFIED  
AND INSURED

07398 232592 / 07948 099131
CALL PHIL ON

PLUS free support from the Wellbeing for Life team 
 
For more details or to book a 
place contact: 
Laura Birkin 07827 957 615 

For further information on the Wellbeing for Life service:  
Freephone: 0800 8766887    www.wellbeingforlife.net  

Meet new 
people 

New 
recipe 
ideas 

FREE 
Weekly 

weigh-ins 

Healthy eating isn’t about calorie 
counting, elimination diets or        
expensive ingredients.  
It’s real ingredients and wiser food 
choices. Join like-minded people to 
socialise and share the experience. 

 
Starting Wednesday 20th March 

For 8 sessions 4:00 - 5:30pm  
Dean Bank Institute 

Ferryhill 

       @CountyDurhamWellbeingForLifeService         @WBFL_Durham 

 

Eat Wise & Socialise

07396 855549
kingswaystorage@gmail.com

1 Kingsway
Bishop Auckland
DL14 7JN

SAFE  CLEAN  TEMPERATURE CONTROLLED

LONG TERM

DISCOUNT

AVAILABLE

CLEAN - DRY - SECURE - HEATED

TEMPERATURE CONTROLLED

STORAGE
CCTV - ALARMED - FULLY SECURE

DOMESTIC - COMMERCIAL - DOCUMENTS
VERY LIMITED SPACES AVAILABLE

LONG TERM DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE

SECURE & CCTV CLEAN & CARPETTED

Should the Secretary of State intervene in plans for DCC’s new HQ? 
I know I am far from unusual in having serious reservations about Durham County 
Council’s intended new riverside HQ on the Sands, which entails huge risks for tourism, 
business, flooding, air pollution, traffic, parking, and disability access. Over 1,000 
people objected to the planning application during the planning stages, whereas there 
were just 8 letters in support, yet the planning application was passed by Durham 
County Council, the applicant. 
Surely such a contentious decision should not be made by the applicant but by an 
independent body? The Secretary of State could opt to take the decision out of DCC’s 
hands, and so like 4,000 plus other people, I’ve signed a petition asking him to do just 
that. You can find the petition at www.savedurham.co.uk. 
At the Planning Committee meeting on the 5th March, the Chair was clear that there 
were policies according to which the planning application could be refused, however 
it came down to party politics – with all Labour councillors voting for it and opposition 
councillors voting against. This vote repeated the pattern from the full Council 
Meeting earlier on 20th February, when opposition councillors voted to postpone the 
project quoting public dissatisfaction amongst other issues, and to consider alternate 
sites, while Labour councillors voted to carry on with this and take it to the Planning 
Committee.  Such a momentous decision should not be made by the Cabinet of one 
political party whipping its councillors. And, under the pressure of knowing the project 
was of Cabinet’s wish, how could the planning officers or the members of the planning 
committee be expected to assess all the evidence with a neutral mind? 
Indeed, amongst other issues I observed them discount the knowledge of the 
Confederation for Passenger Transport (the main trade body for coaches in the UK, 
who said tourism would be damaged) in favour of the views of Visit County Durham 
which is funded by the Council. They discounted the local disability rights group claims 
that the inaccessibility of the site for many disabled people (down a steep hill) meant 
that the building would breach equality law, when DCC’s own solicitor was brought in 
to say she thought not. 
And, one Councillor dismissed concerns about current air pollution on the basis that 
“use of electric cars would be widespread in 15 years’ time”. 
It seems clear to me that this contentious decision should not be made by the applicant, 
and I hope many of your readers will join me and thousands of others and sign the 
petition above and request call in by the Secretary of State to take this decision in place 
of DCC.

Name and address supplied

Letters to the Editor...
Email: chapter@swd.news stating ‘Letter’ in the subject line.
Write to: Letters, Ferryhill & Chilton Chapter, 3-4 First Floor Offices, Shildon Town Council, Shildon DL4 1AH.
All letters (including emails) must include the writer’s name, address, 
postal code and contact number and may be edited.
The maximum length for letters is 200 words.


