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ARRESTS 
FOLLOW 
PANORAMA 
INVESTIGATION
DURHAM CONSTABULARY 
have confirmed that 
arrests of ten people  
have been made, includ-
ing in Bishop Auckland, in 
connection with alleged 
abuse of patients at 
Whorlton Hall.

A criminal investigation 
was launched in relation 
to material revealed by 
the BBC which included 
allegations of physical 
and psychological abuse 
of patients at the private-
ly-run hospital near Bar-
nard Castle.

Arrests were carried out 
at addresses in the areas 
of Barnard Castle, Bishop 
Auckland, Darlington 
and Stockton on Friday 
24th May, with uniformed 
officers working along-
side investigators from 
the Major Crime Team.

All of those arrested, 
seven men and three 
women, are members of 
staff who worked at the 
unit and are being ques-
tioned about offences 
relating to abuse and 
neglect.

Durham Constabulary 
are seeking the coopera-
tion of the BBC Panorama 
production team in gather-
ing further evidence.

Those arrested will be 
released under investiga-

Cllr Lethbridge and parachute instructor, Mick Cosgrove jump from three miles high for charity. 

CHAIRMAN DIVES INTO FUNDRAISER
IT WAS a case of third 
time lucky for a senior 
councillor as he finally 
got to jump out of a plane 
from a height of three 
miles.

Durham County Coun-
cil’s outgoing Chairman 
Cllr John Lethbridge 
arranged to perform a 
skydive as the final act of 
his year in office, and to 

complete his ceremonial 
fundraising efforts for 
The Royal British Legion.

The former teacher, 
who represents the 
Woodhouse Close ward, 
arranged his skydive only 
for weather conditions 
to force a postponement 
– on two separate occa-
sions.

However, the weather 

was finally on his side 
on date number three, 
allowing him to finally go 
through with his daredevil 
feat at the Peterlee Sky-
diving Academy at the 
third time of asking earlier 
this month.

The grandfather-of-two 
leapt out of a plane 
strapped to a parachute 
instructor, from a height 

of some 16,000 feet. In 
a matter of minutes Cllr 
Lethbridge had landed 
safely on the ground, hav-
ing experienced a roller-
coaster of emotions.

The Chairman, who in 
advance had admitted the 
skydive would ‘stretch my 
comfort zone to its fur-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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SEND US YOUR STORIES

If you have a story you 
would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
We are especially 
interested in good
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service or any other 

positive stories. Call us on 
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bishop@swd.news

DISCLAIMER
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• PC and Laptop Repairs    
• Virus Removal
• Data Recovery
• Website Design

• Server installation
• Network setup
• Backups
• Cloud Services

meikles
solicitors
FAMILY  CHILDREN  WILLS 

 PROBATE  LPAs  LITIGATION
MENTAL  HEALTH

EMPLOYMENT  
CONVEYANCING

CRIMINAL 
YOUR LOCAL 

LEGAL EXPERTS
01388 451 122

Services
House Plans & Extensions
01325 300646 / 07795 965 670

Wanted
G a r d e n e r  r e q u i r e d . 
Experienced gardener required for 
modifications to existing mature 
garden in Bishop Auckland. (12m 
x13m, including existing lawn, and 
decking area ). Hours negotiable, 
07947 715448.

New Double Divan. Immediate 
delivery. £130. 07789 113343. 

lator which could poten-
tially benefit any child, 
teacher or visitor in the 
school.  

Stephen explained that 
his nephew, Olly Scott, 
aged 8, studies at the 
school. 

He said: “I’m a former 
pupil myself and we just 
want to help. 

“Olly has been telling all 
his friends that we’re his 
uncle and aunty and we’re 
going to do it – so we’ve 
no choice but to get to the 
summit now!”

Madeleine Brown, Head-
teacher at the school, 
said: “What an amazing 
challenge. We are so 
grateful that Stephen has 
chosen to support our 
school. 

“The children will bene-
fit from a much improved 
playground with extra 

sporting equipment and a 
sheltered reading den. 

“We wish Stephen and 
Christina the best of luck 
on this adventure.”

Kilimanjaro in Tanza-
nia is 19,342ft above sea 
level and about 4,900 
from base to peak. It was 
first climbed in 1889 by 
Hans Myer and Ludwig 
Purtscheller.  

You can donate to Ste-
phen and Christina’s just-
giving page for the school 
by visiting justgiving.com 
and searching for ‘Coun-
don’. 

The page will appear in 
the Crowdfunding section  
and shows a photo of the 
school with the caption: 
“Help fund a defibrillator, 
new playground and out-
side learning area for St. 
Joseph’s RCVA Primary 
School, Coundon”.

A COUPLE from Shildon, 
are to climb Kilimanjaro 
for their nephew’s pri-
mary school and to raise 
cash for a much needed 
defibrillator, improved 
outdoor play area and 
reading den.

Stephen and Christina 
Alderson, 32 and 30, 
have even had a special 
school flag made up for 
children and parents at 
St Joseph’s RC Primary in 
Coundon to sign.

They will proudly carry 
this flag with them 
throughout their adven-
ture and eventually fly it 
on the summit, when they 
reach the top.

The schoolchildren, who 
are keen to get involved, 
are collectively taking 
part in a sponsored walk 
on their school field 
which matches the dis-
tance from base camp to 
the peak to support Chris-
tina and Stephen and help 
reach the fundraising tar-
get.

Everyone is hoping, 
along with other fundrais-
ing events taking place in 
school, to raise £10,000 
for the project. 

The whole school com-
munity is in support of 
new outdoor play and 
learning facilities, and 
also a life saving defibril-

FROM COUNDON TO KILIMANJARO
Some of St Joseph’s pupils with the flag Stephen and Christina will carry to the summit of Africa’s highest mountain. 
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RMH
CAR SALES

St Helens Auckland Retail Park, Bishop Auckland, DL14 9TT
View our vehicles at www.rmhcarsales.com

07582 570308

Bishop Middleham Plant 
& Recycling Limited
For your Skip Hire (all sizes)
Recycled Stone, Sand, Top Soil, 
Road Planing, Grab Truck Hire, 
Muck Away & Stone Deliveries

Tel: 07917 351667

Dean & Chapter Industrial Estate, Ferryhill DL17 8LH R W LANDSCAPES
Grass cutting from £10
All  garden maintenance
Patios,  Drives,  Fencing

Power Cleaning
Tel Robert: 07841 395 743

Locally Based
rober twatson2018@gmail.com

by HND Sport staff and 
students including a raf-
fle and football cards.

The Darlington charity, 
founded in 1986, provides 
free care and support 
across South Durham and 
North Yorkshire, with ser-
vices including commu-
nity hospice, specialist 
palliative care beds, coun-
selling, social work and 
bereavement support.

Fundraising and Market-
ing Manager, John Paul 
Stabler thanked the play-
ers and other fundraisers 
for their efforts: “All of the 
patients, volunteers and 
staff at St Teresa’s Hos-
pice are incredibly grate-
ful to everyone at Bishop 
Auckland College for their 
fantastic efforts with this 
charity match.

“As an independent 
charity we need to raise 

more than £3m each year 
to keep providing vital 
free care and support to 
patients and carers. 

“We rely so much on 
the generous support of 
our local communities to 
help us to raise funds and 
awareness of what we do, 
and the support from the 
staff and students really 
makes a difference.”

The event was sup-
ported by staff and stu-
dents from across the 
college, from manning 
turnstiles to entertaining 
younger supporters on 
the night.

Andy Dixon, teaching 
and learning and sport 
manager at the college, 
added: “I would once 
again like to thank Bishop 
Auckland FC, the team 
of match officials and all 
the players and support-
ers for making it such a 
successful evening for a 
great cause.”

Anyone wishing to 
donate to the hospice 
should visit darlington 
hospice.org.uk.

THE FUNDRAISING event 
has become a popular 
annual fixture for mem-
bers of staff and students 
from Bishop Auckland 
College, but for the sixth 
year running it was the 
staff who won again.

After a competitive 
game played in great spir-
its, the final score was 
staff 7-3 students. 

The staff were helped by 
former Sunderland AFC 
player Adam Mitchell, 
from Middleton-in-Tees-
dale, who played in the 
Premier League until 2014 
and is now a tutor in the 
sports and maths depart-
ments.

More than £700 was 
raised for St Teresa’s 
Hospice by the match 
via sponsorship and gate 
receipts, as well as addi-
tional fundraising activity 

STAFF GIVE STUDENTS FOOTBALLING 
LESSON IN COLLEGE CHARITY MATCH

Sports lecturer Iain Leckie (front left) with John Paul Stabler from St Teresa’s Hospice and players 
from the college charity match. Sports tutor and captain of Shildon AFC, Ben Trotter is on the right.

BISHOP AUCKLAND 
Town and County Coun-
cillor, Joy Allen, has been 
elected the new Mayor of 
Bishop Auckland. 

On being elected, Cllr 
Allen said: “I am honoured 
and delighted to have 
been chosen to serve as 
the new mayor of Bishop 
Auckland.  

“During my term of 
office, I will be raising 
funds to support The 
Angel Trust.  

“This is a Bishop Auck-
land based charity that 
supports people across 
County Durham and Dar-
lington by providing finan-
cial support and services 
to those in need.  

“Their aim is to improve 
the local community and 
make life better for those 
living within it.

“This is a very exciting 
time for Bishop Auckland 
which is on the verge of a 
new chapter in its illustri-
ous history.  

“In the next year alone 
we will see the opening 
of a number of major 
new attractions that will 
no doubt have a posi-
tive impact on the high 
street and facilitate new 

JOY ALLEN ELECTED MAYOR

Beryl Anderson, Chair of Trustees for the Angel Trust; Clair McGreggor, 
CEO; Cllr Allen and Scarlett Moffatt, Angel Trust Ambassador.

jobs and bring major new 
investment in the town.

“However, there will be 
challenges during this 
transition period. We will 
need to gear up to meet 
the needs of increased 
footfall and tourism and 
to address the impact 
caused when national 
store chains and com-
mercial operators reduce 
their presence on the high 
street.

“The town council has 
recently published its Par-
ish Plan that looks at resi-
dents’ concerns about the 
environment, transport, 
health, leisure, education, 
training and employment.

“Whilst we acknowledge 
that the town council is a 
small player to tackle the 
major issues facing the 
town and its residents, 
we will do what we can 
ourselves and also work 
with relevant organisation 
to ensure that progress is 
made.

“Over the next year I will 
be working closely with 
my fellow councillors and 
partners to ensure that we 
respond to the outcomes 
of public consultation and 
deliver the key objectives.”

A SHORT memorial cer-
emony is being held to 
mark the 75th anniversary 
of D-Day at the Bishop 

Auckland War Memorial 
in the Market Square. The 
ceremony is on Thursday 
6th June at 6.30pm.

D-DAY MEMORIAL CEREMONY
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Engine Diagnostics, EML, ABS AIRBAG etc, Free Battery Testing, 
Air Conditioning Service Centre, Starter Motor, Alterations, 

Supplied, Fitted & Repaired,
Key Coding, ECY Coding

HILLCREST
AUTOELECTRICS
Seymour  Street,  Bishop  Auckland,  DL14  6JD

Engine 
Diagnostics, EML, 
ABS AIRBAG etc

Free Battery 
Testing

Air Conditioning 
Service Centre

Starter Motor
Alternators

Supplied, Fitted 
& Repaired

Key Coding, 
ECU Coding

Tel:  01388  604717

FREE  
Air Con 
Testing!

IF Electrical & 
Security

Tel: Shaun Hope
07857 813 393
ifproducts07@gmail.com

Intruder Alarms - CCTV - Fire 
- Smoke Detection - Access 
Control - Security Lighting - 

Electrical Installation, NAPIT 
Approved

20 Years’  Experience, serving 
the Bishop Auckland area

JB JOINERY
All aspects of joinery 
& home improvement 
services undertaken

Free Estimates
Call John on 

07814 965 317
JB Joinery

PRINCE BISHOP
TREE & GARDEN SERVICES

Tree Surgery & Pruning
Lawn & Garden Care

No job too big or small
Discount for OAPs. 

Locally based.
For a competitive, friendly 

and reliable service,
Call Sean on 07384 628648

Damp Proofing Specialist 
Timber Treatments

Condensation Problems
Damp Surveys

30 Year Guarantee
07854 493727

www.key-interiors.co.uk

25 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE

unique experience, bring-
ing wartime cooking tech-
niques to life. 

They cook on authentic 
cookers, using original 
recipes, displaying period 
equipment and rationed 
items.

Lee Brownson added: 
“On the main stage there 
will be a variety of enter-
tainment including the 
The DooWop Dollies, 
Jenna Highfield and the 
Aycliffe and Brancepeth 
Brass Band.  

“Performances will also 
include the Sandra Welsh 
School of Dance and the 
Bishop Auckland Thea-
tre Society will re-inact 
some scenes from Put 
That Light Out! - a radio 
play set during WWII.  
With live entertainment, 

performances and much 
more it’s guaranteed to 
be a fantastic feel good 
event!”

In addition, there will 
be a selection of military 
vehicles on display, along 
with some food traders 
and stalls.

Once the entertainment 
finishes in the Market 
Place, Vintage Vocalist 
Yvonne Slater will be per-
forming some 1940s clas-
sics in the Merry Monk 
from 4pm, and again in 
the Fifteas Vintage Tea-
room at 7pm. 

For more information 
visit the town team web-
site www.bishopauck-
landtownteam.org and 
this event sponsored by 
Bishop Auckland Town 
Council.

ON SATURDAY 8th June, 
Bishop Auckland will be 
transported back to an 
era of wartime rationing, 
tea dresses and swing 
dancing when the Town 
Team hosts its second 
1940s weekend.

Clive Auld, Chair of the 
Event sub-group said; 
“The events team are 
always looking at new 
events to bring footfall 
into the town centre. 

“Following on from the 
great success last year, 
we are once again taking 
you back to the 1940s and 
inviting people to dress 
up for the occasion and 
take a trip down memory 
lane.”

This year the 29th Field 
Kitchen will be in attend-
ance where they offer a 

1940s WEEKEND RETURNS TO BISHOP
Last year’s 1940s event, organised by the Town Team, proved a great success.thest limits,’ said: “It was 

really frustrating to not be 
able to go ahead because 
of the weather, not just 
once but twice. So it was 
a relief to finally be able to 
go ahead at the third time 
of asking.

“Before going up in 
the plane I felt fine but I 
must admit the moments 
before and after the 
jump were somewhat 
nerve-wracking. I had 
chosen to do it from 
10,000 feet but ended up 
jumping from 16,000.  

“To fall at 120mph was 
something I will never for-
get. The views of County 
Durham and the coastline 
were really quite spec-
tacular and by the time I 
touched the ground I had 

SKY DIVING CHAIRMAN

Cllr Lethbridge with pilot Tony Cowan (left) and parachute 
instructor Mick Cosgrove.

got over the nerves and 
was fully enjoying the 
experience.” 

Cllr Lethbridge had 
hoped to raise £1,000 for 
the Legion – the charity he 
has supported through-
out his year in office – but 
has surpassed that and 
is continuing to receive 
donations all the time.

He said: “I am so grate-
ful to everyone who has 
sponsored me. Their 
money will go to a brilliant 
charity which is a great 
way of giving back to 
those who have given so 
much to us all.” 

People can still spon-
sor the Chairman and in 
doing so support the work 
of the Royal British Legion 
at: https://www.justgiving. 
com/fundraising/john-leth 
bridge.

FROM PAGE 1

DINE IN ONLY
MONDAY TO THURSDAY & SUNDAY

5:30PM TO 8:30PM

3 Course Meal
£10.95 per person

Any Starter
Any Main Dish

Any Rice or Naan Bread

100 Main Street, Shildon, DL4 1AQ

Summer Special

Terms & Conditions
Availability from the menu excludes king prawn and grill dishes - additional

charge of £2.50 for king prawns. Recommended dishes are an extra £2.

01388 777775
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Fore Bondgate, Bishop Auckland|  www.bishopselfstorage.co.uk0800 999 8870

Unit 9
Abraham Enterprise Park
St Helens Auckland
Bishop Auckland
County Durham
DL14 9TT

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

TO LET

TEL: 07725 310 971

1 & 2 bed flats
Cockton Hill area 

2 & 3 bed flats
St Helen’s

All in good order 
from £75 pw

days and Blooming Great 
Tea Parties, and at each 
and every event, the sup-
port from the local area 
has been tremendous. 

To celebrate reaching 
this milestone, the group 
were invited to visit the 
Marie Curie Hospice in 
Newcastle where they 
were given a tour of the 
facilities and were shown 
the therapies on offer, fol-
lowed by a delicious after-
noon tea.

The group meets on the 
first Tuesday of the month 

at 1.30pm in the Commu-
nity Fire Station on Wat-
ling Road and welcomes 
new members.

The next fundraising 
event will take place on 
Sunday 9th June from 
1-5pm when the Old Vic-
arage Gardens at High 
Etherley will be open to 
visitors.

The entry fee is £4 and 
£1 and tea and delicious 
cakes will be available.

For further information 
contact Elizabeth Varley 
(01388) 606075.

THE BISHOP Auck-
land Fundraising Group 
of Marie Curie wants 
to publicly say a huge 
“thank you” to the peo-
ple of South West Dur-
ham whose generosity 
has enabled the group to 
reach its target of raising 
£100,000 in the five years 
it has been in existence. 

Monies have been 
raised in a variety of ways, 
from collections in super-
markets and local retail 
outlets to themed music 
evenings, garden open 

FUNDRAISERS ACHIEVE THEIR TARGET
Bishop Auckland Marie Curie Fundraising Group has raised an astonishing £100,000 in just five years.

WITTON PARK Commu-
nity Association is inviting 
the public to a meeting on 
Friday 7th June at 7pm 
to discuss the closure of 
New Road Bridge.

The meeting will take 
place at Witton Park Vil-
lage Hall and will exam-
ine the four options for 
New Road Bridge which 
have been proposed by 
Durham County Council 
(DCC) which vary from a 
complete replacement to 
removal and permanent 
closure.

A spokesperson for the 
Community Association 
said: “In order to put a 
case forward we need to 
know how the closure of 
the bridge has affected 
people and what options 
you would like to see. We 
would like to collate the 
following information: 

“Has the closure  
affected your route to 
work? 

“How many miles more 
do you have to travel each 
day including the relevant 
increase in fuel costs and 
time allowed for your jour-
ney? 

“How has it affected 
appointments, shopping 
habits and leisure activi-
ties? 

“If you run a business 
such as taxis, or are con-

cerned with local deliver-
ies, how has the closure 
affected your routes, 
costs and customer hab-
its etc?

“Farmers – has this 
affected your working 
arrangements?

“This meeting is open to 
all Witton Park and resi-
dents of the surrounding 
villages that have been 
affected by the bridge clo-
sure, such as an increase 
in passing traffic or loss 
of trade etc. 

“Therefore, if you know 
of anyone that has been 
affected please pass this 
invitation on. 

“We are planning a 
meeting in July which will 
be attended by DCC and 
local councillors.

“If you are unable to 
attend this meeting but 
would like to make com-
ments for inclusion in our 
arguments then please 
email us at wpca2@
outlook.com or write to 
us c/o The Village Hall, 
20 Main St, Witton Park, 
Bishop Auckland, DL14 
0DX.”

A copy of the full let-
ter from Durham County 
Council is available on 
the Witton Park Village 
Hall Facebook Page or 
on request via email at 
wpca2@outlook.com.

PUBLIC MEETING WILL DISCUSS 
WITTON PARK BRIDGE CLOSURE

@bishoppress

EVENWOOD LUNCH Club 
is seeking volunteers to 
help run the club which 
is open from 11.30am – 
2pm every Friday. 

“Come along, join the 
fun and make a difference 
to your local community,” 
said a spokesperson. 

Anyone interested 
should call 01833 695822.

VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED INFLUENCE CHURCH, 

which meets at Bishop 
Auckland Baptist Church, 
is holding a Hero Factory 
Kids Summer Party on 
8th June.

This is a free event open 
to all 4 to 11 year olds and 
will take place between 
2pm and 3:30pm.

There will be exciting 
games, live music and 

features prizes to be won.
The church is also 

launching a Parent and 
Toddler Group which will 
run every Wednesday dur-
ing term time, starting on 
5th June from 1.30-3pm 
and costing £1 per child. 
More at influencechurch.
co.uk/bishopauckland.

CHURCH HOSTS SUMMER PARTY
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IN TROUBLE WITH THE LAW?

Tel: 01388 606660

Crime and Road Traffic Offences • Matrimonial 
Family • Children • General Litigation

Personal Injury Claims • Conveyancing 
Business Leases • Wills & Probate

www.cwbooth.co.uk

 Cockton Hill WMC

Tel: 01388 605136

Our large Function Room is
FREE AND AVAILABLE FOR 

Christenings, Birthdays, Funerals and Weddings 
Also for a small charge, the room can be adapted to suit your 
special occasions using pink, blue gold or silver drapes

A. FrAncis
Roofing & Building
From a single slate to a new roof
Gutters cleaned and inspected

Chimney repairs

No job too small
Tel: 01388 833853

Mob: 07811 848228
Established 1987

Repointing to brickwork

someone when needed.
“We have completed a 

range of activities,” said 
Section Leader, Paul Alli-
son, “but our main ones 
include discussing the 
importance and differ-
ence of physical and men-
tal health, creating ‘feel 
good jars’ and talking 
about the role of a local 
doctor.

“We have completed 
a wellbeing walk, where 
cubs have followed a map 

of Bishop Auckland and 
walked a route that ena-
bled them to talk about 
the different places of 
support in the commu-
nity, such as the hospital, 
town hall, GP surgery and 
so on. 

If anyone is interested 
in joining the cubs or 
scouts,  who meet at the 
Scout Centre in Kings-
way, you can contact Paul 
Allison by email at paul. 
allison2015@gmail.com.

THE 2ND Bishop Auck-
land Cubs have partici-
pated in the Scouts Mil-
lion Hands Programme 
focusing on mental health 
and wellbeing. More infor-
mation can be found at  
www.amillionhands.org.uk.

This has included Cubs 
learning about the impor-
tance of their own well 
being and being able to 
know what services are 
in the local community 
and how they can support 

CUBS FOCUS ON MENTAL HEALTH
The 2nd Bishop Auckland Cubs took part in a wellbeing walk through Bishop Auckland.

THE FELLOWSHIP of 
Christian Churches in 
Bishop Auckland is invit-
ing the public to visit its 
Pentecost in Bloom event, 
taking place across the 
churches on Sunday 9th 
June from 12 noon until 
4pm.

Most churches will be 
offering refreshments 
and, as with common 

PENTECOST IN BLOOM
practice, will have a flo-
ral display inside as well 
as some of the churches 
having gardens and plant-
ing outside.

Local congregational 
members will also be 
available to chat about 
the church history, archi-
tectural features and 
theological and worship 
styles.

 St. Anne’s – 
Market Place 

WVCC – 
Theatre Corner 

St. Mary’s & WHCC – 
Woodhouse Close 

St. Wilfrid’s – 
Etherley Lane 

Baptist & Methodist – 
Cockton Hill Road 

St. Andrew’s – 
South Church 

Methodist – 
Priory Grove 

1) St Anne’s Church, Market Place, DL14 7NJ 
2) St Wilfrid’s Church, Hexham St, Bishop Auckland DL14 7PU 
3) Baptist Church, Westfield Road, DL14 6AE 
4) B.A. Methodist Church, 21 Cockton Hill Road, DL14 6EN 
5) St Mary’s Church, Vart Rd, Bishop Auckland DL14 6PQ 
6) Woodhouse Close Church, Proudfoot Drive, DL14 6PD 
7) S.C. Methodist Church, 1 Priory Grove, South Church, DL14 6ST,  
8) St Andrew’s Church, S Church Rd, South Church, DL14 6SP 
9) Wear Valley Christian Centre, 58 S Church Rd, DL14 7JX 

INNOVATIONS,  THE local 
day care service provider 
for people with special 
needs, is inviting readers 
to its  Summer Fair, which 

is being held at The Junc-
tion, 154 Newgate Street 
on Friday 7th June  from 
10.30am until 2.30pm. All 
are welcome to go along.

INNOVATIONS SUMMER FAIR

selected were Connor and 
Molly. 

“This year we are cele-
brating 110 years since 
the school was built and 
opened,” said Positive 
Futures Worker, Nova Tal-
bot. “To mark this occa-
sion, we would like to wel-
come you to come along 
to see photographs and 

COCKTON HILL TO CELEBRATE 110 YEARS

Connor and Molly’s winning invitation card designs.

memorabilia from over 
the years and to share 
some special memories 
we have gathered from 
throughout the decades.

“The school will be open 
from 4pm to 5pm on Fri-
day 14th June.

“We look forward to 
sharing this special occa-
sion with you.”

YEAR 6 pupils at Cockton 
Hill Primary School have 
been busy designing an 
invitation for their 110th 
birthday celebrations. 

The staff had a very dif-
ficult decision to make in 
choosing the best design 
as all designs were fan-
tastic, but after much 
deliberation, the winners 

@BishopPress
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Est. 2007

16 Tenters Street, Bishop Auckland, DL14 7AD 
07920 094804    www.blosslegalservices.co.uk 
manager@blosslegalservices.co.uk

DIY & Fixed Price Legal Services
Not married and living with someone?  Standard Double Will £150

Four Clocks Centre, 5th and 12th June
12 noon Free Information Drop in

12.30pm Free talk about 
Wills - An Introduction 
Booking advisable for the talk

Scooters from £295
Adjustable Beds from £595
• Wheelchairs, bath 

lifts & stair lifts

Lift Recline Chairs from £495
M.V. MOBILITY
M O B I L E  S H O W R O O M

• Service & Repair at your home

Part exchange welcome

01388 311729
Est 2003

Pass + 
Driving School
29 years experience

High Pass RAte
** Special Offer **

4 lessons only £40

Call Ian on
07989 802481

get together on Wednes-
day’s for a relaxed social 
session while enjoying a 
range of gentle activities 
from kurling to bowling, 
sugar craft and cake dec-
orating. They also enjoy a 
cuppa and a natter!

If you want to try a go 
at Line Dancing then join 
Twinkle every Wednesday 
night from 8pm. Sessions 
are for beginners and 
improvers.

The Sewing Nook is a 
self-help sewing class 
with tutor who meet every 
Thursday morning from 
9am till 12pm and new 
members always wel-
come.  

SAS Taekwondo offer 
both children and adults 
the opportunity to learn 
self defence and self dis-

cipline in a professional 
but relaxed environment 
by a qualified instructor. 
Sessions take place on 
Friday’s and Sunday’’s at 
6pm.

The Shildon Jubilee 
Jazz Band meet on a Sun-
day morning and have 
been running for over 
10 years and are always 
looking for new members. 
The sessions are open to 
anyone aged 5 years and 
over.

The centre offers a 
large sports hall, kitchen, 
lounge and meeting 
rooms. Residents can 
book the centre for birth-
day parties and special 
occasions. For more infor-
mation visit http://hen 
knowlecommunitycentre 
.weebly.com.

HENKNOWLE COMMU-
NITY Centre was built 
in the mid 1970s and 
is based in the heart of 
the Henknowle Estate in 
Bishop Auckland.

Various groups use the 
centre including the table 
tennis who meet on a 
Monday night from 7pm 
and Saturday afternoons 
at 2pm. They welcome 
people from all ages and 
of any experience.

Monday mornings is 
when Hartbeeps put your 
child at the heart of their 
magical, musical adven-
tures. 

They offer original and 
super fun, developmen-
tal baby, toddler and 
pre-school classes, plus 
a dusting of magic! All 
sessions must be pre-
booked. Call Abby on 
07534 018440.  

The Healthy Heart 
Group meet every Tues-
day morning from 9:30am 
and is open to anyone 
who has heart related 
problems and their car-
ers. They have aroma-
therapy and relaxation 
classes, fun days out and 
social time.

The Sugarcraft and 
Friends & Leisure groups 

CENTRE IS THE HEART OF HENKNOWLE
Henknowle Community Centre hosts many activities, including table tennis on Monday and Saturday.

BISHOP AUCKLAND 
Homemakers is host-
ing a coffee morning on 
Wednesday 12th June 
from 10am until 1pm.

It will take place in 

Bishop Auckland Meth-
odist Church Hall in aid of 
Homemakers funds.

“All are very welcome 
to come along,” said a 
spokesperson.

HOMEMAKERS COFFEE MORNING
WHORLTON HALL ARRESTS 

tion whilst inquiries con-
tinue.

A spokesman for Dur-
ham Constabulary said: 
“As this is an ongoing 
inquiry, we are unable to 
comment further at this 
time, other than to repeat 

that our immediate prior-
ity has been to work with 
other agencies to safe-
guard the victims at the 
centre of the allegations 
and their families.

“The investigation is 
at an early stage and is 
expected to take some 
time to complete”.

FROM PAGE 1

ON SATURDAY, 18th 
May the Bishop Auck-
land Annodata golf team 
hosted Seaton Carew 
in a round one tie of 
the National Annodata 
Matchplay Competition 
following their prelimi-
nary round win at Tyne-
side Golf Club in April. 

The day didn’t get off to 
the best of starts with the 
Seaton winning the first 
two matches. 

However, Niall Bennison 
responded with a impres-
sive 7&5 victory. 

In match No.4 Curtis 
Lowes was 4 down with 6 
holes to play. He showed 
great character and deter-
mination by winning the 
next 5 holes to stand 1 up 
playing the last hole. 

At this point, Steve Rid-

GOLFERS INTO NEXT ROUND

Niall Bennison, Chris Thompson, Steve Ridley, Mark Walker (Team 
Manager) Curtis Lowes and Wayne Mundy (Vice Captain).

ley won his game to level 
the match at 2-2. 

Unfortunately for Curtis 
and the team, Seaton’s 
Kris Diamond made a 
cracking birdie on the 
18th hole to halve the 
game and make the 
match score 2.5 - 2.5 

It was up to Anchorman, 
Steve Ridley to go up the 
first extra hole in a sud-
den death playoff and his 
birdie clinched a superb 
come-from-behind vic-
tory for the Bishop team. 

“It certainly was a great 
game and fortunately we 
scraped through the tie 
and progress to round 
two,” said  team manager, 
Mark Walker.

The team will now face 
a trip to Brancepeth in 
Round Two. 
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BISHOP AUCKLAND
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF SERVICES

Class Four, Five, 7 MOTs

www.bishopaucklandtyreandtests.co.uk www.bishopauckland-tyres.co.uk Email: info@bishopaucklandtyresandtests.co.uk
9 Chester Street, Bishop Auckland, County Durham, DL14 7LP     Tel: 01388 604485 / 661339 / 605687

All 
Makes 

of 
Tyres

Please don’t hesitate to contact us as we’re more than happy to help!

GROUP AUTO - AUTOCARE GARAGE APPROVED 
MEMBER OF THE GOOD GARAGE SCHEME 

MASTER GARAGE 2013 www.approvedgarage.co.uk 
Member of the motor industry code of Practice

CLUTCHES |  BRAKES  
BATTERIES | EXHAUSTS 

DIAGNOSTICS

Tyres & Tests Ltd

For more news from Bishop Auckland and across South West Durham visit: www.swd.news

Colts played 12 games 
won 6 and lost 6.  

Then following a huge 
turnaround they finished 
the league unbeaten since 
February in 10 games 
which placed them in 
third place overall in the 
North East and Cumbria 
Sunday League South. 

On the night each player 
received their club medal 
with further awards being 
presented by a represent-
ative from Petrus Com-

munications, the teams 
sponsor. These went to 
Forwards Player of the 
Season, Gabriel McGre-
gor-Taylor,  Backs Player 
of the Season, Will Munro 
and Players’ Player of the 
Season, Ben Hamilton. 

Colts manager, Vicky 
Redfearn said: “To see 
how this squad has devel-
oped and matured as 
young adults and rugby 
players has made us all 
very proud. With players 
of this quality, the future 
of Bishop Auckland Rugby 
Club is definitely in good 
hands for many years to 
come.”

BISHOP AUCKLAND 
Petrus Colts ended their 
season in style at the 
clubs annual awards cer-
emony. 

The team, made up of 
u17s and u18s, joined 
forces to become one 
Bishop Auckland Colts 
Rugby Team. 

Following a shaky start, 
the team began to gel 
and became a force to 
be reckoned with. In the 
first half of the season the 

COLTS CELEBRATE ANNUAL AWARDS
Bishop Auckland Petrus Colts at their Annual Awards ceremony.

JONAS RAILTON of 
Bishop Auckland Boxing 
Club has been crowned 
National Champion. 

Jonas travelled to 
Crawley last weekend to 
compete in the England 
Boxing School Boy Cham-
pionships. 

Boxing on Saturday in 
the semi finals, he won 
unanimous to gain his 
place in the final, which 
took place the following 
day.

Up against a very good 
boxer from the well known 

JONAS IS ENGLISH CHAMPION
Jonas Railton leaps with joy as the result is announced.

Repton club, Jonas came 
out on top to become 
U36kg Cadet National 
Champion.

Jonas was following in 
his father and coach’s 
footsteps, but went 
one better than his dad 
who also made it to the 
national finals when he 
was 15 but just fell short 
and also against a lad 
from the same Repton 
stable.  

“It’s a fantastic achieve-
ment and he’s done him-
self proud,” said his dad.

BISHOP AUCKLAND Girls 
FC has announced their 
new Wildcats programme, 
which will be based at the 
Auckland Youth and Com-
munity Centre. 

Weekly sessions com-
mence on Friday 7th June, 
from 5.30pm-6.30pm to 
coincide with the start of 
the Women’s World Cup.

The club is working in 
partnership with Durham 
FA and Bishop Auckland 
Ladies FC to deliver fun 
football sessions to girls 
between the ages of 5-11 
years (school year 1-6) 

WOODHOUSE CLOSE WILDCATS
who live on Woodhouse 
Close estate. 

The first two weeks are 
free and the remaining 
14 weeks have been sub-
sidised so that they cost 
just £1 per session. 

“We are delighted to 
have input from Sophie 
Wood who plays for 
Bishop Auckland Senior 
Ladies Team who grew 
up on the Estate,” said a 
spokesperson. 

For more information or 
to book a place, contact 
Beth Robinson on 07815 
158787.

SIX ST Mary’s team took 
part in tournaments over 
the last two weekends 
with all six reaching their 
respective cup finals.

The U7 Kings won on pen-
alties at Middlesbrough.

The U9 Kings were very 
unlucky losing out 3-2 
in the final at South Park 
Rangers.

The U10 Aces had a 
great weekend at Flamin-

goland but lost out 1-0 in 
the final.

The U11 Kings also 
reached their Flamingo-
land final, winning 4-2 on 
penalties with goalie Zach 
Wilkinson outstanding. 
Ex-Liverpool legend, John 
Barnes handed out the 
trophies.

The U14 Kings lost out 
to the hosts in the Ferry-
hill Tournament final.

The U15s went to Hol-
land for 5 days playing 
6 games, winning 5 and 
drawing one without con-
ceding a goal in the Dutch 
Soccer Youth Cup. 

They played an Ander-
lecht Academy side in the 
final and gave a fantastic 
account to lose narrowly 
1-0, but gained tremen-
dous experience and con-
fidence in the process.

SIX FINALS OUT OF SIX FOR ST MARY’S


