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BISHOP AUCKLAND and 
Durham County Council-
lor, Joy Allan  has organ-
ised a Prostate Cancer 
UK March for Men to kick 
start at campaign to “kick 
cancer out of our town.”

Almost half of people 
who get cancer are diag-
nosed late.  The majority 
of cancers are identified 
by GPs who encourage 

their patients to take up 
free screening services.

Cllr Allen said “Unfor-
tunately for one reason 
or another the majority 
of people do not take up 
their free screening ser-
vices and put off going 
to the doctor until initial 
symptoms become more 
serious.

“For example, Bishop 

Auckland has some of the 
lowest take up of cervical 
screening services in the 
county. 

“I want Bishop Auckland 
to become a healthy town 
and I want us all to do all 
we can to ‘kick cancer out 
of our town’ and we can 
make a massive start of 
being the best, rather than 
one of the worst, sim-

ply by taking up the free 
screening services such 
as breast, cervical and 
bowel.”

Estimates suggest that 
earlier diagnosis could 
not only improve the sur-
vival chances of 52,000 
patients nationally it could 
save the NHS over £210 

TOWN UNITES TO KICK CANCER 
OUT OF BISHOP AUCKLAND

A March for Men will start at the Newgate Shopping Centre on Saturday 23rd March in aid of Prostate Cancer UK. 

THE ANGEL Trust char-
ity is inviting readers to 
discover all the signs of 
Spring by visiting their 
Easter Eggstravaganza 
at The Park Head Hotel 
in New Coundon, Bishop 
Auckland on Wednesday 
17th April.

A spokesperson said:  
“With plenty of Easter 
antics available, the chil-
dren are invited to get cre-
ative in our Easter craft 
area, free face painting 
and of course chocolate 
Easter Eggs from our 
Easter bunny.

“The children have a 
choice of unlimited fruit 
cordial, a selection of 
sandwiches and plenty 
of Easter sweet treats 
including Easter cornflake 
cake nest, fairy cake and 
shortbread Easter bunny 
biscuit while there is also 
an adult menu with lots 
of delicious sweet and 
savoury choices, from a 
selection of sandwiches 
to scones, cakes, tea and 
coffee.” 

“Doors open 10.30am 
and tickets must be 
booked in advance. Ages 
0-2 years are free, 3-12 
years are £10 and adult 
tickets (for 13 years and 
over) are £12.

To book tickets, visit 
angeltrust.co.uk, select 
the events tab and choose 
Easter Eggstravanza.

Alternatively, call 07968 
14512 or email  hello@
angeltrust.co.uk.

ANGEL TRUST 
EASTER ANTICS
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SEND US YOUR STORIES

If you have a story you 
would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
We are especially 
interested in good

news, be it personal 
achievements, local 

fundraising, community 
service or any other 

positive stories. Call us on 
01388 775896 or email 

bishop@swd.news
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the disabled, the centre 
provides lessons on eve-
nings and Saturdays for 
beginner, novice and nerv-
ous riders who benefit 
from the placid and safe 
steeds. Fun competitions 
and pony care days are 
available during school 
holidays. 

Receiving the five star 
rating under the new Dur-
ham County Council Rid-
ing School Licensing laws 
was thrilling for the cou-
ple and the team of staff 
and volunteers.

However, it does reflect 
the past twelve years of 
hard work, commitment 
and dedication that has 
made this a centre of 
excellence in riding ther-
apy and the couple would 
like to thank everyone 
who has supported them 
along the way. 

As well providing riding 
lessons, there has been a 
Day Service based at the 
centre since 2007.

This is a unique service 
allowing adults with learn-
ing disabilities to care 
for the centre’s horses, 
ponies and small animals. 
They also get the oppor-
tunity to ride and carriage 
drive and it is a great 
chance to learn new skills 
and meet new people. 
Anyone interested can 

be referred through their 
support worker or can 
call the centre for further 
information. 

“Some of our service 
users have been with us 
for the whole twelve years 
and are part of our family,” 
says Nick.

However, it doesn’t stop 
there. Christine, following 
her passion for teaching, 
recognised the benefits of 
animal therapy and being 
outdoors to teenagers 
with social and emotional 
problems who struggle in 
mainstream education. 

Three years ago, Open 
Arms Alternative Educa-
tion Provision opened on 
the farm and since, hun-
dreds of  teenagers from 
across the county and 
North Yorkshire attend 
the unique school, which 
is highly acclaimed by the 
Local Education Authori-
ties and OFSTED for qual-
ity teaching and learning 
and offering a range of 
sporting activities. 

Anyone interested in rid-
ing lessons, Day Services 
or Alternative Education 
Provision can call the cen-
tre on 01388 604637.

“We love our jobs,” said 
Christine. “It’s hard work 
and long hours at times 
but extremely rewarding 
and every day is different.” 

WHEN NICK and Chris-
tine Barratt Atkin started 
a riding therapy centre 
and specialist Day Ser-
vice twelve years ago at 
Escomb in Bishop Auck-
land, they had no idea 
how much it would grow 
and how many people 
they would meet along 
the way. 

Now the Riding Cen-
tre for Special People 
has been recognised by 
Durham County Council, 
which has awarded the 
centre a five star rating.

Christine, a teacher with 
a specialism in music 
therapy, decided to give 
up teaching after the 
birth of their second son 
and the couple combined 
their love of horses with 
working with people with 
special needs. 

“There was a need for 
facility like ours in County 
Durham,” said Chris-
tine. “We began with our 
son’s two ponies and 
three horses and now 
offer around 6,000 rides 
and carriage drives a 
year to clients from all 
over County Durham and 
neighbouring counties.

“We take disabled riders 
and carriage drivers from 
the age of four and enjoy 
the challenge of getting 
them on the horses and 
witnessing the benefits 
riding therapy can bring. 

“We take riders with 
learning disabilities, men-

tal health conditions, 
autism, Down syndrome, 
spina bifida, cerebral 
palsy, MS, stroke and 
brain injury victims, cli-
ents with or recovering 
from cancer, amputees, 
clients with hearing and 
visual impairments and 
more. 

“With the help of spe-
cialist mounting facilities, 
very patient horses and 
ponies, a wonderful team 
of volunteers and our 
fantastic instructors, we 
can provide joyful experi-
ences as well as valuable 
physiotherapy. 

“Of course, the horses 
and ponies are the real 
stars and do an amazing 
job. They are extremely 
special.” 

As well as riding for 

FIVE STARS FOR RIDING SCHOOL

Regular rider Abigail attends two days a week as part of the Day service.
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million a year.  
Cllr Allen said: “I have 

decided to organise a 
march for Prostate Can-
cer UK because I want to 
raise awareness of the 
disease, encourage men 
who have any concerns to 
visit their doctor and urge 
families of those who are 
concerned about their 
loved ones to get them to 
make a potential life sav-
ing doctor’s appointment. 

“Unfortunately, my 
father was diagnosed too 
late and the cancer had 
spread to his bones. 

“With early diagnosis, he 
could still being enjoying 
life with us today.”

The short walk will start 
from Newgate Shopping 
Centre on Saturday 23rd 
March at 12 noon.  

Health and wellbeing 
professionals will be on 
hand to speak to resi-
dents and shoppers in the 
Newgate Shopping Cen-
tre between 10am-2pm 
to help raise awareness 
of the disease and other 
cancers. 

Prostate cancer, the 
third biggest cancer killer 
and the most common 
cancer in men, is respon-
sible for the death of one 
man every 45 minutes.

Carol Gaskarth, Chief 
Executive of the Pioneer-
ing Care Partnership said: 
“We are delighted to sup-
port this event, raising 

awareness of prostate 
cancer and its symptoms 
is the key to early detec-
tion. Finding and treating 
cancer at an early stage 
can save lives. 

“Our cancer awareness 
team will attending the 
march to talk to individ-
uals about the symp-
toms and help facilitate 
appointments.” 

The Macmillan Joining 
the Dots Team will also be 
on hand to offer free per-
sonal advice and support 
for people aged over 18, 
who have been diagnosed 
with cancer. 

Manager of the Newgate 
Centre, David Wilson said: 
“We are very happy to sup-
port this cancer aware-
ness and health promo-
tion event in our centre. 

“We hope our shoppers 
and local residents visit 
and speak with the many 
agencies who are leading 
the fight against cancer.”

Gabriella Bailey, Interim 
Director of Fundraising at 
Prostate Cancer UK, said: 
“We are so grateful that 
Joy has decided to organ-
ise a march in Bishop 
Auckland for Prostate 
Cancer UK. 

“Our local March for Men 
events have been a great 
success and I’d encour-
age anyone to keep an eye 
out for more events com-
ing up, or to organise their 
own DIY march, like Joy’s, 
and help continue raising 
money and awareness.”

FROM PAGE 1

KICK CANCER OUT OF BISHOP
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that situation as a “scandal-
ous and secret maladminis-
tration of public money on a 
vast scale. Unless the one 
million children and young 
people are tracked down 
and the £1.5 billion is given 
to those for whom it was 
set aside, that money will go 
back to the Treasury.

“That would be a ter-
rible waste – not just of 
the money, but of the life 
chances of the young 
people for whom it was 
intended,” she said. 

She called on Treasury 
Ministers to actively work 
to reunite young people with 
their money. Currently, the 
only information issued by 
the Government is included 
in the small print of the letter 
sent to 16-year-olds when 
they receive their National 
Insurance Number. 

Ms Goodman argued that 
this letter only includes a 
vague reference that peo-
ple who are unaware of 
the scheme may miss: “it 
does not say ‘you have an 
asset probably worth over 
£1,000.’” 

Since 2017, the Govern-
ment have contracted the 
administration of some of 
these lost accounts to the 
Share Foundation, a charity, 

for £300,000. Ms Goodman 
labelled the move  “irre-
sponsible”, adding that “the 
Treasury has taken its eye 
off the ball completely on 
this matter.” She suggested 
that HMRC should signpost 
parents to the Child Trust 
Fund when they write to 
notify them of changes to 
Child Benefit entitlement 
when their child turns 18. 

The Economic Secre-
tary to the Treasury, John 
Glen, responded during the 
debate. He referred to the 
issue as a “lack of engage-
ment” from account hold-
ers, and outlined the Govern-
ment’s efforts so far to link 
accounts with their owners. 
These included the HMRC 
online form, the National 
Insurance letter, and the 
contract with the Share 
Foundation aimed at tracing 
the accounts of children in 
care. The Minister would not 
commit to further measures 
suggested by MPs, includ-
ing a positive public aware-
ness campaign. 

To trace a missing Child 
Trust Fund, young people 
or their carers should com-
plete an online form. This 
form can be accessed at: 
https://www.gov.uk/child- 
trust-funds.

HELEN GOODMAN MP 
held a debate in Westmin-
ster Hall on Wednesday 
13th March to seek Gov-
ernment action on the 
issue of ‘lost’ Child Trust 
Fund accounts worth an 
estimated £1.5 billion. 

Over six million Child 
Trust Funds are currently 
in existence, but a million 
accounts are not linked to 
their beneficiary: these are 
either forgotten or holding 
incorrect contact infor-
mation. There are around 
8,000 children in Bishop 
Auckland constituency with 
a Child Trust Fund account, 
but over 3,000 of these may 
not know they have this 
money waiting for them. 

A YouGov Report, pub-
lished to coincide with the 
debate indicated that as 
many as 1 in 5 families 
receiving Child Tax Credit 
were not aware of their Child 
Trust Funds. Due to Gov-
ernment contributions and 
market growth, these funds 
are worth up to £1,600.

During the debate, the 
Bishop Auckland Constit-
uency MP argued that “the 
Government have failed 
to run the scheme prop-
erly”, describing these lost 
accounts as a “blunder.”

Ms Goodman argued 
“the Government seem to 
be hiding the funds from 
those for whom they were 
intended.” She elaborated 
with the following statistics: 
while only 6% of accounts 
held by children in the top 
15% of the income distribu-
tion have been lost, there is 
no contact information for 
40% of children from fam-
ilies who were on child tax 
credits when the fund was 
set up. It was this group that 
the scheme was designed 
to benefit. Ms Goodman 
said, “in essence, the Gov-
ernment have overturned 
the whole purpose of the 
scheme.” 

The Labour MP described 

MP TAKES MINISTER TO TASK 
OVER ‘LOST’ CHILD TRUST FUNDS

Helen Goodman MP.
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CO-OP FUNERALCARE in 
Bishop Auckland is rais-
ing funds for Wear Valley 
Women’s Aid by inviting 
families to remember 
their mums and pay trib-
ute to her memory this 
Mother’s Day. 

By writing thoughts and 
commemorations on a 
small card to hang from 
a remembrance tree, 
Co-op Funeralcare hopes 
to offer comfort and help 
members of the commu-
nity remember one of the 
most important and influ-
encing individuals in a 
person’s life, in the run up 
to, and on this special day. 

Emma Barber, Funeral 
Arranger at Co-op Funer-
alcare Bishop Auckland 

says, “Mother’s Day is a 
wonderful celebration 
and it can be a particu-
larly difficult and poign-
ant time for bereaved 
families. 

“We hope therefore that 
these remembrance trees 
will help bereaved fami-
lies find comfort and cele-
brate their mum’s lives at 
this difficult time.  

“If you’d like to remem-
ber your mum this Moth-
er’s Day with one of our 
handwritten cards, please 
visit Co-op Funeralcare 
at Tindale Crescent in 
Bishop Auckland between 
10am-2pm Monday to Fri-
day.”

For further information 
call 01388 603525. 

CO-OP HELPS REMEMBER 
MUMS THIS MOTHER’S DAY

said Lauren Wright. “This 
time we are pleased to 
announce that Bishops-
gate Lodge received 
‘good’ and ‘green’ in all 
areas, with some great 
feedback from the CQC 
Inspectors. 

“This was achieved 
by the hard work of all 
the staff at Bishopsgate 
Lodge and our newly 
appointed manager, 
Sarah Rigby, who took 
over the post in October. 

“Sarah has a fully com-
mitted team at Bishops-
gate, helped by the fact 
that she herself started 
working there as a Care 
Assistant many years pre-
viously, and has worked 
from the grass roots. 

“We will be celebrating 
our new rating with a Las 
Vegas themed party as 
suggested by residents, 
including ‘Elvis’, casino 
tables, a themed buffet 
and drinks in our bar.”

BISHOPSGATE LODGE 
Care Home in Hexham 
Street, Bishop Auckland, 
recently received their 
Care Quality Commission 
(CQC) inspection report, 
from the inspection which 
took place at the end of 
January. 

“The previous inspec-
tion, in February 2018, 
stated that there were 
areas that needed 
improvement, giving the 
home an amber rating,” 

CARE HOME ACHIEVES GOOD RATING
Staff and residents are set celebrate the home’s positive CQC report with a Las Vegas themed party.

DURHAM ALLIANCE 
Community Care, which 
has a centre at Cornwall 
Place, Henknowle, sup-
ports carers, those liv-
ing with memory lapses, 
learning difficulties and 

the socially isolated with 
a Monday afternoon invi-
tation to a cup of tea and 
a chat. The sessions are 
free and run from 1.30pm 
to 3.30pm. For more 
details, call Helen or Kelly 
on 01388 748431.

MONDAY CHATS FOR CARERS

GREAT AYCLIFFE Cancer 
Support Group, which has 
been running for over five  
years and provides sup-
port to many residents in 
Bishop Auckland, is host-
ing a Charity Night fund-
raiser at Newton Aycliffe 
WMC on Friday 12th April 
from 7pm.

The event will include 
musical entertainment 
from Chrissy and from 
The Hudson Sisters as 
well as a fundraising raf-
fle and games. 

Thickets for the event 
are £5 and available from 
the bar or by contacting 
Allison on 07762 258 696.

CANCER CHARITY NIGHT

RAFA Club
43 Cockton Hill Road

Bishop Auckland, DL14 6HS 

FREE 
FUNCTION 

ROOM 
AVAILABLE

Tel: 01388 663211
Mob: 07765 196431
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Should the Secretary of State intervene in plans 
for DCC’s new HQ? 
I know I am far from unusual in having serious reservations 
about Durham County Council’s intended new riverside 
HQ on the Sands, which entails huge risks for tourism, 
business, flooding, air pollution, traffic, parking, and 
disability access. 
Over 1,000 people objected to the planning application 
during the planning stages, whereas there were just 8 
letters in support, yet the planning application was passed 
by Durham County Council, the applicant. 
Surely such a contentious decision should not be made by 
the applicant but by an independent body? The Secretary 
of State could opt to take the decision out of DCC’s hands, 
and so like 4,000 plus other people, I’ve signed a petition 
asking him to do just that. You can find the petition at 
www.savedurham.co.uk. 
At the Planning Committee meeting on the 5th March, 
the Chair was clear that there were policies according to 
which the planning application could be refused, however 
it came down to party politics – with all Labour councillors 
voting for it and opposition councillors voting against. This 
vote repeated the pattern from the full Council 
Meeting earlier on 20th February, when opposition 
councillors voted to postpone the project quoting public 
dissatisfaction amongst other issues, and to consider 
alternate sites, while Labour councillors voted to carry on 
with this and take it to the Planning Committee.  
Such a momentous decision should not be made by the 
Cabinet of one political party whipping its councillors. And, 
under the pressure of knowing the project was of Cabinet’s 
wish, how could the planning officers or the members of 
the planning committee be expected to assess all the 
evidence with a neutral mind? 
Indeed, amongst other issues I observed them discount 
the knowledge of the Confederation for Passenger 
Transport (the main trade body for coaches in the UK, who 
said tourism would be damaged) in favour of the views of 
Visit County Durham which is funded by the Council. 
They discounted the local disability rights group claims 
that the inaccessibility of the site for many disabled people 
(down a steep hill) meant that the building would breach 
equality law, when DCC’s own solicitor was brought in to 
say she thought not. 
And, one Councillor dismissed concerns about current air 
pollution on the basis that “use of electric cars would be 
widespread in 15 years’ time”. 
It seems clear to me that this contentious decision should 
not be made by the applicant, and I hope many of your 
readers will join me and thousands of others and sign the 
petition above and request call in by the Secretary of State 
to take this decision in place of DCC.

Name and address supplied

Letters to the Editor...
Email: bishop@swd.news stating ‘Letter’ in the subject line.
Write to: Letters, Bishop Press, 3-4 First Floor Offices, 
Shildon Town Council, Shildon DL4 1AH.
All letters (including emails) must include the writer’s name, 
address, postal code and contact number and may be edited.
The maximum length for letters is 200 words.

DCC – Proposed New Office Block
I read with dismay and disbelief that DCC have approved 
the proposal to build a new office block at a cost of £53m 
and yet only a short time ago DCC were complaining about 
the lack of cash to provide even basic services.
So where has the £53m come from? Is this from the 
offshore reserve which rumour would have us understand 
to be a very large amount? 
Under the Freedom of Information DCC only provided 
a basic budget account which did not show any funds in 
reserve or funds to the value of £53m, there is something 
basically wrong at DCC, why are they keeping secrets, 
who will benefit from a new office block, certainly not the 
people of County Durham.
If DCC have £53m to spare then the money should be put to 
the building and maintaining roads, schools and hospitals 
for the general good of the people of County Durham. 
DCC have lost what credibility they did have and now 
no-one will trust anything that comes out of Durham 
County Council.

Terry Robinson, High Etherley

Ultimate Flowers 

01388 605000 

Mother's Day 
Sunday, 31st March 

 
Beautiful Bouquets 

Arrangements 
Plants 

 
 

ORDER EARLY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 
Open Monday - Friday: 9 - 5:30pm 

 30th Saturday: 9am - 5.30pm 

24th & 31st Sunday: 9am - 1pm 
 

7  KENSINGTON SOUTH, BISHOP AUCKLAND,  
COUNTY DURHAM DL14 6JA 

 

Betty, from Tudhoe, 
who was described by 
co-founder and organiser 
as “an inspiration”, set 
the group, for people with 
bowel problems, away 36 
years ago and it meets 
every other week on a 
Thursday afternoon at 

1pm at St Mary’s Church 
Hall, Vart Road.

There are 25-30 regular 
members and new mem-
bers are welcome. The 
group invites guests who 
provide regular talks and 
organises day trips and 
other events for members.

FOUNDER MEMBER of 
the Bishop Auckland 
Stoma Support Group, 
Betty Towns, has been 
enjoying a surprise 90th 
birthday party after fellow 
members organised the 
surprise party for her this 
week. 

STOMA GROUP CELEBRATE BETTY’S 90TH

Founder member of the Stoma Support Group, Betty Towns (front in blue), enjoys a surprise 90th 
birthday party, organised by group members at St Mary’s Church Hall on Vart Road.
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Ready, Sett, Splash
Swimming pool fun and games for your little one

Ready, Sett, Splash is a fun session for young children to help build 
their confidence in the water. Sessions are suitable for children aged 
2-6 years with an adult and include 30 minutes of  instructor led 
fun and games. Followed by 30 minutes of  free time in the pool to 
practice.

Woodhouse Close Leisure Complex

Monday 11am - 12 noon, Thursday 12 - 1pm,  
Saturday 11.30am - 12.30pm
£4 per session

Call or visit your local leisure centre or book online at  
www.durham.gov.uk/swimming

Follow us on    /DurhamThriveActive
www.durham.gov.uk/readysettsplash

and there’s also free face 
painting for the children.

It’s all happening inside 
the Newgate Shopping 
Centre on Saturday 20th 
April from 10am until 
2pm.

Entry forms will be avail-

able from the Town Team 
volunteers located inside 
the Newgate Shopping 
Centre on the day or down-
load your copy form the 
town team website www. 
bishopaucklandtownteam 
.org.

BISHOP AUCKLAND 
Town Team Easter Egg-
stravaganza is back for 
2019.  

This year, visitors have 
an additional chance of 
winning a giant chocolate 
Easter Egg by entering the 
team’s ‘Decorate an Egg’ 
competition.

Clive Auld said: “Sim-
ply bring your own deco-
rated egg to the Newgate 
Shopping Centre and the 
winners will be judged at 
2pm. 

“There will be two cate-
gories: for the under 11s 
and over 11s. 

“An Easter Egg Hunt will 
also take place. Simply 
wander around the town 
and find the 12 egg bas-
kets in the shop windows 
and write down the colour 
of the eggs.”

Bishop Auckland Golf 
Club will be bringing an 
Inflatable Driving Net for 
budding golfers to try out 
your golf swing.

Bishop The Boar will 
be making special guest 
appearances.

You can try your luck 
on the grand tombola 

TOWN TEAM EASTER EGGSTRAVAGANZA

A giant Easter egg will be the star prize for the winner of the 
‘Decorate an Egg’ competition.

AT THE next public meet-
ing of Bishop Auckland 
Civic Society, which takes 
place on Tuesday, 26th 
March at 7.30pm in the 
Town Hall, Steve Owers 
will address the Society 
on the subject of Search 
and Rescue in County Dur-
ham.

Steve, now retired, was 
District Manager in Dur-
ham County Fire Brigade 
in a 36-year career.

He has spent all his pro-
fessional life rescuing 
people and property from 
perilous situations.  

He has been a member 
of Teesdale Mountain 
Rescue for 24 years, a 
voluntary role which he 
combines with running 
courses and expeditions 
in mountain safety. 

The talk is free to Civic 
Society members with 
visitors paying just £2.

CIVIC SOCIETY TALK

AS PART of Bishop Auck-
land Food Festival, St 
Anne’s Church in the mar-
ket place is looking for 
individuals, businesses, 
community groups and 
families to take part in 
their free competition 
called Pull Up A Pew.

A spokesperson 
explained: “We’d love 
people to come in to St 
Anne’s on the Friday night 
before the Food Festival 
begins and decorate one 
of our pews.

“Could you create and 
design the most com-
fortable, colourful, cou-

rageous, beautiful, fun, 
foodie, seasonal, sensa-
tional, sustainable, quirky, 
inspirational, pew?

“The pews will be part 
of St Anne’s Church activ-
ities, display and reflec-
tions on the theme of  
Sanctuary over the Food 
Festival Weekend

“The public  will  be 
asked to vote which is the 
best pew and an overall 
winner will be chosen on 
the Sunday.

“Call 01388 662148 to 
book your place and to 
ensure you beat the rush 
for the best pew!”

PULL UP A PEW AT ST ANNE’S
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The Auckland Project
Market Place, Bishop Auckland
County Durham, DL14 7NP

aucklandproject.org

NORMAN CORNISH

 A SLICE 
OF LIFE
Many of the people and places are now 
gone. However, they live on through his  
art, for future generations.

Co-curated by the local community  
and members of Norman’s family.

Open from Sat 6 April 2019
Daily, 10am–4pm
Admission prices apply
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VOTERS IN Bishop Auck-
land are being encour-
aged to have their say on 
election arrangements 
for their area.

Durham County Council 
is carrying out a review 
of all polling districts, 
places and stations and 
is asking residents for 
their views.

The authority is legally 
required to undertake a 
review every five years, 
giving people the chance 
to offer any suggestions 
for changes to specific 
polling places and dis-
tricts as well as the suit-
ability of polling places, 

HAVE YOUR SAY ON 
POLLING DISTRICTS

Residents are invited to submit suggestions for polling station 
locations.

including access and any 
potential alternatives.

A polling district is a 
geographical sub-division 
of an electoral ward, while 
a polling place is the area 
of building where a polling 
station is located. A poll-
ing station is the place 
where electors cast their 
vote.

The consultation is open 
until Sunday 31st March.

Comments can be 
emailed to electoralser-
vices@durham.gov.uk or 
posted to Electoral Ser-
vices, Durham County 
Council, County Hall, Dur-
ham, DH1 5UL.

else on his team, with 
more than 50 arrests, 
said: “I feel very proud and 
honoured to receive such 
an outstanding award. 

“More importantly I feel 
extremely privileged to be 

working for Durham Con-
stabulary every day.

“Alongside my col-
leagues, we work together 
to help make Bishop 
Auckland a safer place to 
live and work.”

BISHOP AUCKLAND 
police officer, PC Albert 
Pitts has taken home the 
award for Outstanding 
Police Officer of the Year 
at the inaugural Durham 
Difference Awards for 
police officers, staff and 
volunteers who have gone 
the extra mile.

PC Pitts, who joined the 
force in 2016, attended 
the fifth highest number 
of incidents in the force 
and had arrested more 
criminals than anyone 

PC PITTS IS FORCE’S TOP COP
PC Albert Pitts receives his award from Chief Constable Mike Barton.

Searching for Arnold Marley 
I am hoping you can help me regain contact with an old  
RAF friend. Until recently we corresponded regularly by 
telephone and exchanging  letters. He originally lived 
on a farm in Butteknowle with his wife Ann. His name is 
Arnold Marley. When he retired they moved to 3 Walcher 
Gardens, Bracks Farm, Bishop Auckland.
His wife died last year. We received our usual calender 
from him at Christmas, but there was no return address on 
the envelope. I have tried the telephone number I usually 
rang him on and it was disconnected. I have written since 
Christmas to him, asking if he had moved and to let me 
know his address and new telephone number, but have 
not had a reply from him. If he has sold his house and 
moved again, I would have thought the new owners would 
have either forwarded my letter on to him or returned it to 
me with a note saying Arnold no longer lived there.
Both myself and Arnold did our National Service in the RAF 
at Cottismore in Rutland. We are both 85 years old and 
have always kept in touch.
I live in South Australia so it is very difficult to trace him, 
except with the help of the local newspaper and I am 
hoping he, or someone who knows him might see my 
message.
Thanking you in Anticipation
John Hughes, 
Vista, South Australia
Email: howayhinny2@optusnet.com.au

Letters to the Editor...
Email: bishop@swd.news stating ‘Letter’ in the subject line.
Write to: Letters, Bishop Press, 3-4 First Floor Offices, 
Shildon Town Council, Shildon DL4 1AH.
All letters (including emails) must include the writer’s name, 
address, postal code and contact number and may be edited.
The maximum length for letters is 200 words.

THERE WILL be a Walking 
Football taster at Shildon 
Football Club on Tuesday 
26th March from 6.45pm 
for over 50s looking to 
keep active. 

The taster will explain 
the rules of the popu-
lar game. To express an 
interest call Brian Burn 
on 07816 831069 or Paul 
Mulley 07704 828522.

WALKING FOOTBALL TASTER
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Offices to let 
St Stephen’s Court, Low Willington

Business Durham working on behalf of     

From 678 – 1100 sq ft
Quality, modern office space right on your doorstep 
Close to Durham, the A1 & excellent transport links

www.businessdurham.co.uk/st-stephens

“Our very brave Shell 
will be getting her hair 
cut off and donating her 
lovely locks to the Little 
Princess Trust.

“On the evening we will 
be moving to a ticketed 
event. We are asking peo-
ple to wear gold (even if 
just a little) with a prize 
for the best dressed.”

Tickets are £15 in 
advance or  £20 on the 
door and you will receive 
two craft spirit or four 
beer drinks tokens and 
a Smokehouse supper 
token. 

Food will be served 
between 7pm and 9pm 
with the after party run-
ning until 1am. 

The following day, the 
Foster family from Shil-
don, for whom the cause 
is very close to their 
hearts, are organising a 
Mad March dip in the sea 
at Roker beach, Sunder-
land to raise money for 
Sara’s Hope Foundation, 
which provides holiday 
breaks for children living 
with cancer.

“Paula Foster has very 
kindly helped us organise 
some of our fund rais-
ing games,” added the 
spokesperson, “so we 
have linked up with the 
family and decided that 
all the funds we raise will 
be split between Sara’s 
Hope Foundation and 
Prostate Cancer UK.

“Sara’s Hope Foun-
dation was launched in 
2007 by Ged and Julie 
Hoburn in memory of 
their remarkable teenage 
daughter Sara. 

“Sara tragically passed 
away at just 16 in 2001 
after a two year battle 
with a rare and aggres-
sive form of colon can-
cer. 

“She was so brave and 
touched the hearts of so 
many people – she was 
a unique and special per-
son who always had a 
smile for everyone.”

For more on the chari-
ties, visit www.sarashope 
foundation.co.uk and 
https://prostatecanceruk 
.org.

AS PART of the town-
wide cancer awareness 
event and prostate can-
cer march taking place 
on Saturday 23rd March 
(see pages 1 and 3), The 
Smokehouse team at 
Railway Street are joining 
forces with The Art Bun-
ker crew to bring a fabu-
lous gold themed event 
to Bishop Auckland. 

The event will take 
place in the soon-to-be 
Art Bunker event space 
building at 26 Chester 
Street.

An afternoon event will 
run from 1pm until 6pm 
and will see lots of fam-
ily friendly fundraising 
events.

A spokesperson said: 
“There will be raffles with 
prizes from some fantas-
tic and kind local inde-
pendent businesses.

“There will be games 
and crafts and the chil-
dren from Shildon’s 
Timothy Hackworth Pri-
mary School Rock Club 
are kindly decorating us 
some rocks.

GOING GOLD FOR CHILDHOOD 
CANCER AWARENESS

WEDDING GOWNS from 
the last 100 years are to 
be showcased by one 
man who had a hand in 
creating one of the most 
iconic dresses ever seen.

Kevin Thornhill worked 
alongside Dress design-
ers David and Elizabeth 
Emmanuel to create 
Diana, Princess of Wales’ 
wedding dress in 1981.

On Thursday 11th April 
he will host a fashion 
show with a difference, 
A Century of Wedding 
Gowns, with all profits 
going towards the Bishop 
Auckland Scanner Appeal.

A CENTURY OF WEDDING 
GOWNS: A FASHION SHOW 
WITH A DIFFERENCE

Kevin will tell the story 
of each of the original 
period pieces from the 
late 1800s through to the 
modern day as his mod-
els walk down the catwalk 
at Shildon Civic Hall from 
7.15pm onwards.

Organised by Shildon 
and District Flower Club, 
tickets, priced at £10, 
include a glass of Pro-
secco and canapes.

Tickets which must be 
pre-booked are availa-
ble from Cynthia Scott  
on 01325 313055 and 
Pauline Wadge on 01388 
417145.

BUTTERWICK HOSPICE 
is holding a Spring Fayre 
this Sunday, 24th March, 
from 11am until 1pm 
at Butterwick Hospice 
on Woodhouse Lane in 
Bishop Auckland.

There will be stalls for 
shopping, refreshments 
are available and there 

will be face painting, a 
tombola and a raffle.

Some of the stalls will 
be selling gin and vodka, 
Sticks and Stones walk-
ing sticks, clothing, knit-
ted goods, and more. 

Entry is free, and all pro-
ceeds go to the running of 
the hospice.

BUTTERWICK SPRING FAYRE
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Pass + 
Driving School
29 years experience

High Pass RAte
** Special Offer **

4 lessons only £40

Call Ian on
07989 802481

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

meikles
solicitors
FAMILY  CHILDREN  WILLS 

 PROBATE  LPAs  LITIGATION
MENTAL  HEALTH

EMPLOYMENT  
CONVEYANCING

CRIMINAL 
YOUR LOCAL 

LEGAL EXPERTS
01388 451 122

IF Electrical & 
Security

Tel: Shaun Hope
07857 813 393
ifproducts07@gmail.com

Intruder Alarms - CCTV - Fire 
- Smoke Detection - Access 
Control - Security Lighting - 

Electrical Installation, NAPIT 
Approved

20 Years’  Experience, serving 
the Bishop Auckland area

ENSURING ALLOTMENTS 
are the thriving horticul-
tural centres they should 
be is at the heart of a 
review on how key green 
spaces are maintained in 
County Durham.

Allotment tenants, wait-
ing list applicants and 
residents are all urged 
to get involved in the 
Durham County Council 
consultation, which looks 
at allotment provision 
across the county and 
how activities on them 
should be managed.

The consultation began 
last month and runs until 
Saturday, 31st March, 
meaning there is still time 
to help shape new poli-
cies clarifying what allot-
ment tenants can and 
cannot do on their plots 
in the future.

Cllr Ossie Johnson, Cab-
inet member for culture, 
leisure and rural issues 
at Durham County Coun-
cil, said: “Allotments are 
wonderful places that 
allow people to grow their 
own fruit and vegetables. 

“This not only enriches 

STILL TIME TO SHAPE 
ALLOTMENT POLICY 

The consultation on Durham County Council’s allotments policy 
runs until Saturday 31st March.

diets by providing nutri-
tious food, but can 
improve mental health, as 
connecting with nature 
and spending time in the 
fresh air has been shown 
to boost our sense of 
wellbeing.

“It is very important we 
protect allotments and 
ensure they are available 
to those who genuinely 
wish to enjoy horticulture 
activities. 

“I would encourage any-
one with an interest in the 
future of allotments to 
get involved in this con-
sultation.”

The council owns 159 
allotment sites across 
the county. 

Of these, 106 are man-
aged by the council, and 
the remaining 53 sites 
are managed by allot-
ment associations on its 
behalf.

People can register their 
views online at durham.
gov.uk/consultation.

Hardcopy surveys are 
also available at council 
run libraries and cus-
tomer access points. 

The group will run every 
Wednesday from 10am to 
2pm, with Journey Enter-
prises staff, volunteers 
and clients providing sup-
port for those attending. 

County Durham Hous-
ing Group Community 
Investment Officer, Deb-
orah Woods, said: “Iso-
lation is a real issue for 
so many older people. 
This project should make 
a significant impact in 
Coundon. 

“The activities planned 
will provide a great oppor-
tunity to break down barri-
ers to an active social life 
while helping to establish 
new friendships and sup-
port networks.

“By working with an 
established organisation 
like Journey Enterprises, 
we hope that the commu-
nity will be able to bene-
fit from their significant 
expertise.” 

Emma Boyle from Jour-
ney Enterprises said: “We 

are encouraging resi-
dents to be involved every 
week, we’ve got activities 
and trips organised, and a 
light lunch for everyone. 

“We’ve got an action 
plan for the first six-
weeks but moving for-
ward we want to involve 
everyone taking part in 
planning the activities 
and days out. 

“We were over the moon 
with the funding and are 
looking forward to meet-
ing lots of local people.”

Coundon has been iden-
tified as a priority area 
by County Durham Hous-
ing Group, which means 
that extra support and 
funding is being provided 
to assist residents with 
training, education and 
employability.

More information on 
County Durham Housing 
Group’s community fund-
ing programmes is avail-
able at countydurham 
housinggroup.co.uk.

A LEADING charity and 
one of the region’s larg-
est housing associations 
have come together to 
launch a new group aimed 
at tackling isolation. 

County Durham Hous-
ing Group has provided 
£3,500 of funding to 
Journey Enterprises to 
establish a new weekly 
friendship group for 
older people in Coundon.
The funding is part of 
the group’s community 
investment programme.

Journey Enterprises is 
an established charity, 
which provides oppor-
tunities for people with 
learning disabilities. 

The new project, based 
at Mickle Grove Com-
munity Hub, will improve 
both physical and mental 
health for older people in 
the village. 

Regular social events 
are planned for the new 
friendship group, along-
side days away, walks and 
meals. 

The group will also have 
the opportunity to pick up 
new skills such as first 
aid and food hygiene. 

NEW GROUP TO BEAT ISOLATION
Deborah Woods from County Durham Housing Group with Lyndsey Jones and Emma Boyle from 
Journey Enterprises. 
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A. FrAncis
Roofing & Building
From a single slate to a new roof
Gutters cleaned and inspected

Chimney repairs

No job too small
Tel: 01388 833853

Mob: 07811 848228
Established 1987

Repointing to brickwork

Damp Proofing Specialist 
Timber Treatments

Condensation Problems
Damp Surveys

30 Year Guarantee
07854 493727

www.key-interiors.co.uk

25 YEARS 
EXPERIENCERMH

CAR SALES
St Helens Auckland Retail Park, Bishop Auckland, DL14 9TT

View our vehicles at www.rmhcarsales.com

07582 570308 01388 720994
07779 557148

Naylor’s Electrical
Fault Finding

Extra Sockets
Rewires

Inspections

Call Richard  

All electrical work  
undertaken

of refereeing. 
He faced a tough selec-

tion process, but was 
ultimately chosen for 
his professionalism and 
impressive performances 
on the pitch so far this 
year.

Carl qualified with Dur-
ham FA in 2017 aged 18 
and is currently a Level 7 
referee but is aiming for 
Level 5, hoping to even-
tually become a profes-
sional ref. 

He also plays as a striker 
for the college’s men’s 
team in the open age 
league with Durham FA.

Carl, an HND Sport stu-
dent said: “I am delighted 
to have been offered the 
chance to referee at such 
a well-respected interna-
tional tournament. 

“It will be a great oppor-
tunity to gain experience 
of refereeing at a major 
event and improve my 
own skills.”

Alex Clark, Referee 
Development Officer for 
Durham County FA, is 
also attending the trip to 
Portugal. 

He added: “This is an 
excellent opportunity for 
Carl to develop further as 
a referee and his selection 
is a well-deserved reward 
for his commitment to 
Durham FA Referee’s 
Academy this season.”

Bishop Auckland Col-
lege offers a range of 
sport courses including 
higher education qualifi-
cations. 

For more informa-
tion on these and other 
courses visit bacoll.ac.uk 
or attend the next open 
evening from 5.30pm 
to 7.30pm on Tuesday 
March 26th at the main 
Bishop Auckland cam-
pus, where advice will be 
offered on all courses and 
training including appren-
ticeships.

CARL DRAPER is nor-
mally used to officiating 
in the Wear Valley Adults 
Sunday League’s Division 
1 and 2 and assisting 
referees in the Northern 
League.

But in July, the Bishop 
Auckland College Higher 
Education student will 
be travelling to Estoril in 
Portugal, where he will be 
refereeing in the IberCup 
- one of the largest inter-
national youth football 
tournaments in the world.

The tournament will 
feature the best academy 
clubs from around the 
globe, with 200 teams 
from five different con-
tinents playing matches 
on more than 30 football 
pitches.

The 20-year-old, from 
Bishop Auckland, was 
selected by Durham FA 
Referees Academy for the 
opportunity, despite only 
being in his second year 

YOUNG REF GETS INTERNATIONAL CALL-UP
Portugal-bound: Durham FA referee Carl Draper from Bishop Auckland.

A TOTAL of 20 Wear 
Valley swimmers from 
the Dolphin and Junior 
squads gained some fan-
tastic results at the gala 
held at the Louisa Centre, 
Stanley over the weekend 
of 2nd and 3rd March. 

For ten swimmers, it 
was their first inter-club 
competitive gala and they 
were delighted with their 
results when compared 
with their entry times.

Some also gained their 
first medals with medals 
being awarded to the top 
six swimmers in each age 
group.

Annemarie Kelley and 
Beatrice Forsyth both 
took over 10 seconds off 
their entry times in the 
50m backstroke (back) 
and 50m breaststroke 
events. 

Charlotte Strugnell 
swam 8 secs faster than 
her entry time for the 50m 
freestyle (free) and won a 
5th place medal for this 
event. 

Holly Roe also swam 9 
secs faster in her 50m 
back and 4 secs faster in 
the 50m breaststroke. 

Isobel Micklethwait 
swam 8 secs faster in the 
50m free. 

Logan Hunter competed 
in 4 events for the first 
time and won a 4th place 
in the 50m breaststroke. 

Lola Copeland came 5th 
in the 50m breaststroke. 

Lydia Quinn swam 3 
events for the first time 
and finished 4th in the 
50m back. 

Oliver Hunter won a gold 
medal in the 50m butter-
fly (fly) and this was the 
very first time that he has 
competed in this event. 
He also gained a 4th place 
in the 50m free. 

Roberta Antonescu 
gained a 6th place in the 
50m back.

Adam Readman gained 
two 5th place medals in 
the 100m and 200m free, 

together with a 10 sec 
personal best (pb) in the 
200m free. 

Ella Sowerby won a sil-
ver medal in the 100m fly 
and came 4th in the 50m 
back. 

Ethan Flint swam pbs in 
both of his 50m and 100m 
free events. 

Joseph Brown won a 
bronze medal in the 100m 
breaststroke and was 
placed 6th in the 50m fly, 
50m and 100m back. 

Katie Brooks-Shea 
swam the 100m back for 
the first time in a compet-
itive gala and swam 10 
secs faster than her entry. 

Lauren Flint swam a 
total of 8 events, gained 
3 pbs in events she has 
swam previously and was 
considerably faster than 
her entry for her 5 other 
events. Lauren also came 
4th in the 200m back and 
200m breaststroke which 
were first time swims. 

Maia Humphreys gained 
a 3 sec pb in the 50m free. 

Mia Featherstone also 
swam a 2 sec pb in the 
100m free. 

Nicole Walker competed 
in 8 events and gained an 
8 sec pb in the 100m Indi-
vidual Medley, a bronze 
medal in the 200m back 
and a 6th place in the 
100m back. 

Owen Potter swam in 6 
events and gained some 
massive pbs, including 
9 secs off his 100m free 
and 6 secs off the 100m 
breaststroke. Owen also 
won a 5th place in this 
event. 

A spokesperson for the 
club said: “This was a fan-
tastic swimming gala for 
all of the debutants and 
young swimmers, many 
of whom won medals for 
the first time. Overall a 
very impressive first-time 
gala. Many thanks to the 
coaches and parents for 
their continued support 
and encouragement.”

FANTASTIC FIRST  
COMPETITIVE SWIMMING GALA
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BISHOP AUCKLAND
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF SERVICES

Class Four, Five, 7 MOTs

www.bishopaucklandtyreandtests.co.uk www.bishopauckland-tyres.co.uk Email: info@bishopaucklandtyresandtests.co.uk
9 Chester Street, Bishop Auckland, County Durham, DL14 7LP     Tel: 01388 604485 / 661339 / 605687

All 
Makes 

of 
Tyres

Please don’t hesitate to contact us as we’re more than happy to help!

GROUP AUTO - AUTOCARE GARAGE APPROVED 
MEMBER OF THE GOOD GARAGE SCHEME 

MASTER GARAGE 2013 www.approvedgarage.co.uk 
Member of the motor industry code of Practice
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win against Middleton 
Rangers with Matty Rich-
ardson, Alastair Howe 
and Tom Clarkson sharing 
a brace each. Jack Gaines 
starred in the develop-
ment game.

The U10 Kings played 
Billingham Synthonia with 
Isaac Chambers claiming 
man of the match.

Jack Dale was man of 
the match when the U11 
Aces played Kader.

The U12 Kings played 
Leven and just lost out to 
the odd goal in seven.

Coming up, the U18 
BAFC development squad 
are playing Thornaby, with 
their first game at Herit-
age Park, as they prepare 
for the Durham FA league 
next season. 

St Mary’s have four mini 
tournaments on at BAFC 
at the end of April for U7, 
U8, U9 and registered 
Adult teams with more 
details available at www.
basmj.net or  by calling 
07890 340138.

With the end of season 
coming up, there are four 
events at the BAFC Mar-
quee weekend in May with 
an 11-16 year old Rave 
Night on the Thursday, a 
Sportsman’s Dinner with 
Chris Sutton and John 
Stiles, a St Mary’s pres-
entation on the Saturday 
and The Tess Tickle Show 
on the Sunday afternoon. 

Tickets are available 
on line at the BAFC club 
shop or by calling 07387 
663998.

BISHOP AUCKLAND St 
Mary’s U16s held their 
annual presentation night 
after being confirmed as 
league winners.

And the U17s are also 
looking to complete a 
great season after a fan-
tastic 9-0 win last Sunday 
against Redcar Town.

Goals from Danny Mal-
colm (2), Charlie Malcolm, 
Jai Aldus (2), Bailey Kani 
(2) and man of the match,  
Liam Potter meant that,  
the side are within three 
points of winning the title, 
and they can secure that 
feat if they defeat second 
place Redcar Athletic in 
their next game this week-
end. 

The U7 Kings finished 
their season with a great 

U16 LEAGUE CHAMPIONS CELEBRATE
The St Mary’s U16 team held their presentation night at BAFC after winning their league.

MATT PORTER, who is 
the head coach at Bishop 
Auckland Table Tennis 
Club, has been awarded 
the Coach of the Year 
honour at the North East 
Disabilty Awards held at 
Kingston Park Stadium in 
Newcastle. 

Each year the North 
East County sport part-
nerships, and a number 
of commercial partners, 
come together to deliver 
the North East Disability 
Sports Awards. 

The awards celebrate 
the fantastic achieve-
ments that athletes, 
coaches and clubs have 
made to disability sport 
across the region during 
the year, over 10 catego-
ries. 

“I was speechless when 
the MC announced the 
winner was a coach from 
table tennis. I couldn’t 

MATT NAMED COACH OF THE 
YEAR AT DISABILITY AWARDS

Matt Porter, right, with his award and with Andrew Green from the 
club who was nominated for Male Personality of the Year.

believe it,” said Matthew.
“The category was the 

biggest category and the 
standard was so strong. 
I still can’t believe it, I’m 
really honoured.”

Bishop Auckland Table 
Tennis Club, runs regular 
disability events and runs 
all its sessions to be inclu-
sive allowing people with 
disabilities to participate 
along side peers. 

The club currently has 
three players in the Para 
GB pathway.  

Bishop Auckland Table 
Tennis club runs sessions 
every night of the week for 
all ages and abilities and 
new players are always 
welcome. 

If you fancy learning 
or getting back into the 
sport check out the club’s 
webpage www.bishop 
aucklandttc.co.uk or call 
Matt on 07411 018856.

16 Tenters St, 
Bishop Auckland 

DL14 7AD

£100 pcm for any office*
First floor offices available for immediate let in a 
prime location in Bishop Auckland centre.  Prices 

inclusive of heat, light, cleaning, and internet. 
Shared reception area included.

*Special Offer rate for first 6 months on 12 month agreement

01388 330985

BISHOP AUCKLAND 
Boxing Club is hosting is 
Home Show at Tindale 
Workingmen’s Club on 
Thursday 18th April. 

Doors open at 7pm with 
16 bouts from schools to 
senior level. Tickets, cost-
ing £12.50 can be booked 
by calling Dan on 07957 
710326 or Kevin on 07985 
300333

BOXING NIGHT


