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ON THURSDAY 28th 
February, Shildon AFC’s  
clubhouse played host to 
the Restoration Appeal 
Launch, in aid of the Shil-
don No.2 Branch National 
Union of Railwaymen Ban-
ner.

An attentive and enthu-
siastic audience, which 
included Shildon Town 
Mayor, Luan Deakin, and 
a number of other Shildon 
town councillors, listened 
to a presentation by local 
historian Gerald Slack, 

centering on the history 
of the banner and Shildon 
Works. 

The presentation was 
followed by a lively dis-
cussion which included 
various possibilities to 
achieve funding, and sug-
gestions of locations in 
town where the restored 
banner could be put on 
public display.

The opportunity was 
also taken to display the 
1970s NUR banner, which 
has a very strong associ-

ation with the campaign 
against the closure of the 
Wagon Works.

Afterwards, Mr Slack 
said: “Shildon AFC, with its 
strong railway links, has 
proved to be an excellent 
venue for the launch, and 
I can’t thank them enough 
for their support.

“It is difficult to overstate 
Shildon’s place in early 
railway history and the 
silk, hand-painted banner, 
which was manufactured 
around 1920, sits astride 

nearly 160 years of railway 
engineering in the town. 

“Shildon was both the 
locomotive headquar-
ters for the Stockton and 
Darlington Railway and 
one of the premier wagon 
builders and repairers in 
Europe.

“To date we have raised 
around £1,800 towards 
restoration, including sup-
port from the RMT Union, 
against a target of about 

RAILWAY BANNER RESTORATION 
APPEAL LAUNCHED IN SHILDON

The campaign hopes to raise £7,000 to restore the banner after it was rediscovered in a precarious condition.  

www.hackettandbaines.co.uk

EST 1898

hackettandbaines@btconnect.com

47-49 Main Street, Shildon, DL4 1AF • 01388 772671 •
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm  •  Sat 9am-4pm

COMPETITIVE PRICES

BIG SIZE MENSWEAR  2XL TO 8XL
Park right outside 

our showroom 
and shop at 
your leisure!

SUITS
SHIRTS

TROUSERS
LONG TIES
T-SHIRTS
SHORTS

CARGO TROUSERS
JEANS

EVERYTHING FOR 
THE LARGE MAN

FRIENDS OF 
JUBILEE ESTATE 
SEEK VOLUNTEERS
FRIENDS OF Jubilee 
Estate is a voluntary 
organisation looking to 
recruit two voluntary 
committee members.

The group’s aim is to 
improve the quality of life 
for people living on the 
Jubilee Estate by work-
ing closely with various 
organisations, including 
Livin Housing Associa-
tion.

“If you can spare 
a few hours a 
month, and have 
a desire to make 
a difference, then 
you are who we 
are looking for

The role of commit-
tee members is varied 
depending on a person’s 
ability and willingness to 
become involved. 

“If you can spare a few 
hours a month, and have 
a desire to make a differ-
ence, then you are who 
we are looking for,” said 
committee member, Ray 
Parkin.

“You can look us up 
on Facebook or contact 
myself either by email at 
friends-of-jubilee-fields-
estate@outlook.com or 
by text at 07849 355769 
and I will be in touch.”
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SEND US YOUR STORIES

If you have a story you 
would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
We are especially 
interested in good

news, be it personal 
achievements, local 

fundraising, community 
service or any other 

positive stories. Call us 
on 01388 775896 or 

email crier@swd.news

DISCLAIMER

Shildon & District Town 
Crier cannot be

held responsible for 
advertisers offering
goods or services. 

As a general rule we would
advise anyone not to 
part with any money

until an order has been 
completed to your
full satisfaction. 

All information is correct,
to the best of our 

knowledge, at the time of
printing. 

Shildon & District Town 
Crier accepts articles in

good faith and takes 
no responsibility for

errors and/or omissions.

You can read our 
sister papers online:

www.swd.news/chapter
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Services

House Plans & Extensions
01325 300646 / 07795 965 670

Leach
Oliver, from Shildon, aged 

93 years, died peacefully on 
28th February

Till we all meet again, Dad

Love, 
Sandra, Jackie & Olga

Lol Mallen
6/3/17

Two years without you

Partings come and hearts 
are broken, 

Loved ones go with words 
unspoken, 

Deep in our hearts there’s a 
memory kept,

For a Husband, Dad and 
Grandad, 

We will never forget

Loved always,
Kath and all the family

xxx

Lawrence Mallen
(Our Lol)

6th March 2017
Two years ago our brother 

left without warning 
Gone so fast, now all we 

have are memories of our 
past.

Loved and remembered 
everyday, 

Brother Kevin, Sister Marie 
and families.

xxx

Dorothy Younghusband
March 9th 2018

Special Mam & Nana
In our hearts you will 

always stay,
Loved and remembered 

always

Love, 
Michelle, Sarah & family

Dot Younghusband
9th March 2018

Can’t believe it’s a year.
I miss you every minute of 

every day, Dottie.
Wait for me at the Pearly 

Gates.

Keith

Billy Ord
7/3/18

Always in our thoughts, 
friend.

Love, 
Kath and family x

Linda Ward
9th March

Lots of Love, 
Tim xx

Navigate HR 
& Admin Services

Insightful Thinking, Real Life Solutions

Offering HR and office 
support to business, sole 
traders and self employed

Contact Kathryn on 
01388 22 77 27

navigatehrhelp@gmail.com
www.navigatehrandadmin.com

RS18/19/320
Job Title: Estates and Facilities 
Assistant – 37 hours per week 
– permanent position 
Grade: Harmonised Pay Scale Points 
12-14 (£16,722 - £17,700 per annum)

Bishop Auckland College is seeking to recruit an Estates 
and Facilities Assistant who will be responsible for provid-
ing an efficient and effective Estates and Facilities service 
to internal and external customers.
The successful candidate will have Safeguarding Level 1 
(to be achieved within 6 weeks), Level 2 in Literacy and 
Numeracy (or willing to work towards within 2 years), a 
3-day First Aid at Work certificate or willing to work towards 
within 6 months, PAT training or willing to work towards 
within 12 months.
Applicants will also have recent and relevant experience of 
working in a similar environment with experience of working 
with young people, particularly those with challenging be-
havioural issues.

Closing date for receipt of application is: 
Friday 15 March 2019 at 12.00 noon

Interviews to take place on Wednesday 20 March 2019

Watson
Janet and family would 

like to thank all relatives, 
friends and neighbours 
for their kindness and 

sympathy shown during 
their recent bereavement. 
Also thank you to Gibsons 

Funeral Care and Emily 
Connon for her service. 

Many thanks for donations 
given for all the chosen 

charities.

Stott
The family of Alan would 

like to thank everyone very 
much for their support, 
kind words, cards and 

flowers. Thanks also to staff 
at Hallgarth Surgery, M&M 

Chemists, the District, 
Macmillan and Marie Curie 
nurses, J Meynell Funeral 

Directors and Carol Briggs 
who helped us through 

difficult times.

Hip Hip Hooray, look who’s 18 today!

All our love Son,
Mam and Dad

xxx18!

Niall Higham
08/03/19
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Scooters from £295
Adjustable Beds from £595
• Wheelchairs, bath 

lifts & stair lifts

Lift Recline Chairs from £495
M.V. MOBILITY
M O B I L E  S H O W R O O M

• Service & Repair at your home

Part exchange welcome

01388 311729
Est 2003

JB JOINERY
All aspects of joinery 
& home improvement 
services undertaken

Free Estimates
Call John on 

07814 965 317
JB Joinery

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron BOILER 

INSTALLATIONS, 
SERVICE & REPAIR

Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

“The Shildon wagon 
works banner is hugely 
important piece of social 
history,” says the cam-
paign page, adding, “and 
it in its own right it’s a fan-
tastic piece of early 20th 
century trade union art-
work; but, more than this, 
it connects the people of 
the town, past and pres-
ent, with Shildon’s unique 
railway heritage.

Mr Slack added: “In addi-
tion the Crier are happy 
to receive donations on 
behalf of the appeal at 
their offices in Shildon, 

and all proceeds from 
sales of my book Shildon 
the World’s First Railway 
Town, also on sale in the 
Crier’s offices, will go 
directly to the appeal.

“If we can collectively 
achieve restoration and 
display of the banner, I 
believe it will give a real 
boost to the town, help-
ing cement Shildon’s 
unique place in railway 
history, particularly given 
the 200th year anniver-
sary of the Stockton and 
Darlington Railway is fast 
approaching.”

£7,000. 
“Going forward, the 

Auckland Railways Group 
will continue to pursue a 
number of possible fund-
ing streams and we would 
encourage the public to 
donate to our GoFundMe 
campaign, which can be 
found online by searching 
for “Shildon Wagon Works” 
at www.gofundme.com.

The campaign page 
describes the banner’s 
condition when it was 
rediscovered in 2016 as “in 
a really bad state of repair. 
The silk, from which it is 
made, felt damp, and as 
fragile and delicate as tis-
sue paper. Luckily we were 
able to store the banner in 
a dry dark place and, over 
time, the silk has dried out 
and now feels in a more 
robust condition.”

It goes on to describe 
New Shildon’s historical 
place as “the first railway 
town in the world” with 
the Mason’s Arms pub-
lic house serving as the 
world’s first ticket office 
and the starting point for 
the world’s first passen-
ger-carrying train in 1825.

BANNER RESTORATION APPEAL
Shildon Wagon Works around 1910. Photo: NRM collection.

The 1970’s NUR banner, displayed at Shildon
Football Club at the launch event.

SHILDON ALIVE’S Big Dig 
this year will be held at 
Furnace Community Gar-
den from 11am until 1pm 
on Friday 8th March.

“We will be digging over 
and preparing all of the 
raised beds for our com-

munity garden planting,” 
said Community Project 
Manager, Paula Nelson.

All are welcome and 
refreshments are availa-
ble. Take your own lunch.

For more information 
contact 01388417600.

SHILDON ALIVE BIG DIG

FROM PAGE 1
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HUMBLES GARAGE
01388 778070  |  07778 117 778

1 ROBSON STREET SHILDON, DL4 1EB

WE ARE NOW CLOSED ON SATURDAYS

MOTs - MOTORBIKES, 
CARS AND VANS

SERVICING
TYRES

EXHAUSTS

A. FrAncis
Roofing & Building

From a single slate to a new roof
Gutters cleaned and inspected

Chimney repairs

No job too small
Tel: 01388 833853

Mob: 07811 848228
Established 1987

Repointing to brickwork
Damp Proofing Specialist 

Timber Treatments
Condensation Problems

Damp Surveys
30 Year Guarantee

07854 493727
www.key-interiors.co.uk

25 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE

To mark this achieve-
ment, Executive Head-
teacher, David Priestley, 
has been celebrating 
with students in a series 
of assemblies where he 
has addressed the whole 
school and shared the 
news.  

He commended staff 
and students for their 
commitment to arts, cul-
ture and creativity and the 
role of Greenfield Arts in 
supporting this achieve-
ment. 

“We’re extremely proud 
of achieving our Artsmark 
Platinum Award,” he said. 

“We are committed to 
delivering a high-quality 
creative art and cultural 
experience and we look 
forward to continuing to 
grow with Artsmark.

“Through Artsmark, 
Greenfield Community 
College will continue to 
incorporate art and cul-
ture into every student’s 
learning, knowledge and 
understanding, help-
ing them to build skills 
of resilience, reflection, 
confidence and to be suc-
cessful in all areas of their 
life.”

Open Arts Evening: Page  7.

STUDENTS AND staff at 
Greenfield Community 
College are celebrat-
ing after receiving the 
prestigious Platinum 
Artsmark Award. 

Artsmark is the crea-
tive quality standard for 
schools, accredited by 
Arts Council England. 

The award provides 
a clear framework for 
teachers to plan, develop 
and evaluate arts, culture 
and creativity across the 
curriculum. 

Melanie Carter, Area 
Manager, Culture Bridge 
North East said: “We 
are absolutely delighted 
Greenfield Community 
College received their 
Platinum Artsmark Award. 

“It’s fantastic to see that 
so many school leaders 
are recognising the pres-
tige and intrinsic impor-
tance of this award in sup-
porting an arts focussed 
curriculum.” 

To become an Artsmark 
school, Greenfield devel-
oped the arts and culture 
provision to create a broad 
and balanced curriculum. 

PRESTIGIOUS PLATINUM ARTS 
AWARD FOR GREENFIELD

Mr Priestley and students celebrate Greenfield Community College’s Artsmark Award.

SHILDON ALIVE, A St 
John’s Church Project, 
has completed its move 
to 91-95 Church Street 
from its previous prem-
ises further up the same 
street.

 The project offers a 
variety of services includ-
ing one-to-one advocacy 
support (appointment 
based), food crisis sup-
port, a credit union collec-
tion point for savings and 
loans, laptop use and job 
search support, a com-
munity space with activi-
ties including art, puzzles, 
games and table tennis. 
Tea, coffee and hot choc-
olate are also available for 
60p.

The project’s opening 
times are 9:30am until 
4:30pm, Monday to Fri-
day. The office is closed 
for lunch from 12:30pm  
until 1:30pm.

The premises has toilet 
facilities with disabled 
access.

“We also have a Fridge 
and Shelves for All pro-
ject, which is open to 
everyone in the commu-
nity,” said Community 
Project Manager, Paula 
Nelson. “Our volunteers 
collect food waste (fresh 
fruit and vegetables, 

bread, pastries and so on) 
from local supermarkets 
and we make it available 
for anyone to take away.

“We are also setting 
up a community kitchen 
in association with Lit-
tle Chefs Big Chefs CIC 
which will be open by the 
end of April. 

“We will produce meals 
using supermarket food 
surplus and hold cooking 
workshops as we develop 
this element of the pro-
ject.”

The Credit Union col-
lection point is open 
Monday-Saturday from 
9:30am until 4:30pm 
(closed for lunch 
12:30pm-1:30pm).

On Tuesday afternoon 
from 1:30pm to 3:30pm  
is Floating Support.

On Wednesday morn-
ings from 10am until 
12 noon is  Homegroup 
floating support while 
on Thursday afternoons 
from 2pm until 4pm, hous-
ing support is offered by   
Moving On, a local charity 
working with young peo-
ple to assist with housing 
and homelessness issues 
across County Durham.

For more information 
about any of the services, 
call 01388 417600.

SHILDON ALIVE COMPLETES MOVE

SHILDON ROYAL British 
Legion is holding meet-
ings at 7pm on Friday 15th 
March and Friday 12th April. 

“Anyone wishing to 
attend is very welcome 
to come to our meetings, 
which are generally infor-
mal and are followed by a 
social gathering,” said Ian 
Meachem. 

“We hold our meetings 
at Shildon Football Club’s 
clubhouse on Dean Street.

“There is no require-
ment to be military or 
ex-military. Anyone can 
join as the main aim is the 
continued support of the 
Legion and the charitable 
work it does. So we look 
forward to seeing you.”

BRITISH LEGION MEETINGS

ST MARK’S Church in 
Eldon will be hosting its 
next Messy Church on 
Sunday 10th March from 
3.30pm to 5pm.

The theme for this 
month is “Being Sorry”.

Children are warmly 
invited and should take an 
adult with them.

ST MARK’S MESSY CHURCH

THE LATEST round of 
Shildon AFC Supporters 
Club’s lottery draw took 
place on Sunday 3rd 
March and saw one lucky 
winner scoop the £800 
jackpot prize.

The six numbers drawn 
were: 1, 3, 5, 6, 9 and 10 
with Jackie Layfield of 
Shildon taking the top 

prize as the only player 
with the correct combina-
tion of 6 numbers from 12 
remaining. 

This week the draw 
resets to 6 numbers from 
20 and to win the top prize 
of £400, players must 
match all six numbers, 
which will be drawn on 
Sunday 10th March.

ONE WINNER SCOOPS 
LOTTERY JACKPOT

To advertise in The 
Crier and its sister 
papers, the Bishop 
Press, Ferryhill & 

Chilton Chapter and 
Spennymoor News:
T: (01388) 775 896 or 
email crier@swd.news
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MINT PRINT!

Market Place, Bishop Auckland, 
County Durham, DL14 7NP
01388 743 750
aucklandproject.org

Every Sat from 2 March–13 April 2019 
11am–3pm 
Auckland Tower

Explore the art of printmaking and the  
history of the Prince Bishops with  
Tower Arts: Mint Print.
Come along to one session or take part each 
week to create a coin design and investigate 
traditional printmaking techniques, with artist-
led activities for adults and children to enjoy.

Suitable for all ages, drop-in

Auckland Tower, part of The Auckland Project

For more information, visit  
aucklandproject.org

more in Shildon means 
we will most certainly be 
popping by and when you 
hear the bells ring, Davina 
will still be on the end of 
the ropes. 

“There has been so 
much joy in our time 
here and on April 28th 
it would be great to see 
you at a farewell service 
of thanksgiving for ten 
amazing years. 

“Kick off will be 6pm and 

I’ll post reminders nearer 
the time.

“Your wedding, baptism, 
confirmation, the poign-
ancy of a funeral of a per-
son you loved, the enthu-
siasm of those on Alpha 
Courses and more have 
all shaped our time here, 
so I hope you will all join 
us on the 28th. 

“Shildon is brilliant and 
whoever comes next has 
a treat in store!”

ST JOHN’S Church in Shil-
don has begun its search 
for a new vicar after 
Canon David Tomlinson 
announced he is to leave 
the parish at the end of 
April. 

Canon Tomlinson posted 
to the St John’s Church 
Facebook page saying: 
“After 10 really happy 
years in Shildon I will be 
moving on at the end of 
April into a new role. 

“The job will be ‘Sen-
ior Resourcing Church 
Leader’ (Durham Diocese) 
and will involve support-
ing the set up of a wide 
variety of new churches 
across the diocese. 

“Davina and I will be 
moving into a vicarage in 
Evenwood, though I will 
not have a parish as I will 
be working all over the 
place. 

“Rev’d Mark Hudghton 
and Revd. Peter Robson 
will continue to support 
ministry in Shildon and 
the process has begun to 
appoint a new ‘Priest in 
Charge’. 

“Our many friends, god 
children, grandchild and 

VICAR HEADING FOR PASTURES NEW

Canon David Tomlinson is set to leave after ten years as vicar 
of St John’s Church. Photo: Keith Blundy / Aegies Associates.

BISHOP AUCKLAND and 
Shildon Area Action Part-
nership (BASH AAP) cur-
rently have two vacancies 
on the partnership board 
and are actively recruiting 
for a public and voluntary 
sector representative.

An AAP spokesperson 
said: “This is an exciting 
opportunity for those with 
a keen interest in their 
local community to join 
a dynamic and proactive 
board.

“The board has success-
fully delivered a number 
of projects throughout 
the Bishop Auckland and 
Shildon AAP area since 
the formation of the Part-
nership in June 2009.

“The roles are not oner-
ous, in terms of time 
commitments, there is a 
requirement to attend a 
board meeting every two 
months, and preferably 
to have input to at least 
one of our Task & Finish 
Groups who take a lead in 
addressing our local pri-
orities. 

“The role is about shar-

ing your valuable local 
knowledge and being pas-
sionate about your com-
munity – helping to make 
a difference in our area.

“If you would like more 
information, or would 
like to receive the full 
application pack, please 
contact a member of the 
Bishop Auckland and Shil-
don AAP team on 03000 
268663 or bishopshildon 
aap@durham.gov.uk who 
will be happy to help you 
either over the telephone 
or in person.

“Once we receive your 
completed application, a 
member of the AAP Team 
will be in touch to outline 
the next steps.

“This is your opportu-
nity to become directly 
involved in what’s going 
on in your local area and 
we look forward to hear-
ing from you.”

The closing date for 
applications is Friday 
29th March 2019 and 
shortlisting and informal 
interviews will take place 
in April.

BOARD VACANCIES AT AREA 
ACTION PARTNERSHIP
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NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

01388 720994
07779 557148

Naylor’s  Aerials

Call Richard  

£45From

Quality Materials Used

Supplied & Fitted

only

Perfect picture guaranteed

Andrew’s Roofing
Chimney Stacks - Ridge Tile 

Repairs - Brickwork Repointed 
- Flat Roofs - Slating & Tiling - 
Felting and Pointing - Repairs 

- UPVC, Gutters, Fascias, 
Soffits & Flat Roofing Specialist

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

Do you 
have 
leaflets 
for your 
business?

The Crier is 
delivered to 
around 
6,000 
homes
Leaflets distributed 
from just 3p each. 
Call 
(01388) 775 896 
to arrange distribution

master and Labour Abuse 
Authority and charity 
Changing Lives.

Organisers hope that 
the event will help local 
businesses learn how to 
identify modern slavery, 
report their concerns and 
better understand the 
nature and scale of the 
problem in our area. 

Shildon was the focus 
of a high profile case 
in recent years when 
modern slavery victim 
‘Stephen’, who had been 
rescued from a canna-
bis farm, was threatened 
with eviction by the Home 
Office, leading to a public 
campaign to allow him to 
stay in the country.

Typically, modern 
slavery features illegal 
exploitation, which the 
victims feel they have 
been coerced into and 
cannot escape - for exam-
ple forced labour, sexual 
exploitation, domestic 
servitude or cannabis cul-
tivation.

Across the country, it is 
estimated that incidents 
of modern slavery have 
increased by 17% since 
2015.

Detective Inspector 
Tonya Cook of Durham 
Constabulary’s Serious 
and Priority Crime Team, 
said: “The conference is 
designed to raise aware-
ness of the problem in the 
community and encour-
age reporting of the issue 
to the police.

“Modern slavery may 
not be very visible, but it is 
closer than you think. Local 
businesses have a crucial 
role in helping us gather 
intelligence and respond 
to areas of concern.

“Those businesspeople 
who go to people’s front 
doors, such as taxi driv-
ers, mobile hairdressers 
and milkmen, can make 
all the difference by 
reporting concerns to the 
police.

“Hotel receptionists in 
particular are perfectly 
placed to spot the signs 
of sexual exploitation”.

Places at the confer-
ence are free but must be 
booked in advance.

To book a place, email 
verna.fee@durham.pcc. 
pnn.gov.uk no later than 
5pm on Wednesday, 
March 13th.

WINDOW CLEANERS, taxi 
drivers and hotel recep-
tionists could hold the key 
to freeing those trapped 
in the misery of mod-
ern-day slavery.

Police believe that 
small business owners 
and independent traders 
could be best placed to 
help victims escape the 
exploitation by spotting 
the tell-tale signs on the 
doorstep.

It is hoped that around 
50 representatives of 
local businesses will 
attend a conference at 
the Riverside Cricket 
Ground in Chester-le-
Street on Monday, 18th 
March from 1pm-5pm at 
which experts will spell 
out the scale of the prob-
lem and what can be done 
to tackle it.

The Modern Slavery Is 
Closer Than You Think 
conference, sponsored by 
Durham Police, Crime and 
Victims’ Commissioner 
and Durham Constab-
ulary, will feature guest 
speakers from a variety 
of organisations includ-
ing the national modern 
slavery helpline, the Gang-

MODERN SLAVERY CONFERENCE
A suspect in modern slavery is arrested by Durham Constabulary.

RESIDENTS AT Redworth 
House Care Home in 
Shildon enjoyed celebrat-
ing Valentine’s Day with 
1940’s themed entertain-
ment provided by vocalist, 
Shirley Sings. 

The entertainment was 
then followed by a deli-
cious afternoon tea. 

Staff got into the Val-
entine’s Day spirit by 
wearing an item of red 
clothing and a Valentine’s 

SHIRLEY SINGS FOR 
REDWORTH RESIDENTS

Shirley Sings with some of the goodies available in the 
Valentine’s Day raffle at Redworth House. 

Day raffle was held which 
raised £157. All proceeds 
go to the residents’ fund. 

A spokesperson for the 
care home said: “Thank 
you to all who donated 
prizes and bought raffle 
tickets. 

“Redworth House would 
like to say a special thank 
you to the Busy Bees who 
recently made a donation 
of £100 to the residents’ 
fund.”
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To Let

Tel: 01325 312156
07746 294399

2 Bed House, Pearl 
Street, Shildon. New 
decor and carpets. 

£360pcm. 
Bond required.

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 

factory and saveFREE

demonstrate creative 
learning through games 
and exploring Spanish 
delicacies.

Artist Dawn Belshaw 
can often be found at 
Greenfield Arts inspiring 
young people and leading 
the popular Art Club and 
holiday activities.  

Dawn will be showing 
visitors how to make won-
derful art from recycled 
materials.  

This creative mix is sure 
to make for a very special 
event and a chance to 
celebrate the wonderful 
artwork both in the exhibi-

tion and created by artists 
and by you.  

Friendly staff will be 
on hand to answer ques-
tions about the variety of 
opportunities in the new 
programme and refresh-
ments will be available.  
This is a free event and 
everyone is welcome.

If you would like to know 
more about the gallery 
programme, projects 
and activities at Green-
field Arts check out the 
website at www.green-
field-arts.co.uk call 01325 
379048 or email info@
greenfield-arts.co.uk.

GREENFIELD ARTS’ latest 
exhibition will celebrate 
the work of over thirty art-
ists in its annual Open Art 
Exhibition.

To celebrate, as part 
of the ‘playful’ preview 
event, Greenfield Arts will 
be offering you the oppor-
tunity to try your hand at 
a range of creative activ-
ities.  

The free event will be 
held on Wednesday 13th 
March from 6pm until 
8pm.

There will be a chance to 
meet artist Richard Bliss 
who will let you into the 
secret of The Quest for 
the Perfect Shirt. 

Richard is a ground-
breaking artist in the field 
of identity and gender ste-
reotypes and will have his 
sewing machine at hand 
to help you use your imag-
ination.

Mixed media artist, 
Sharron Bates will be 
guiding Play with collage 
materials and showing 
how you can create won-
derful pieces of art.

You can also get play-
ful with languages with 
popular Spanish classes 
running each season and 
tutor Daria Coates will 

OPEN INVITE TO OPEN ART PREVIEW

The free Open Art preview evening will offer the opportunity 
to try your hand at a range of creative activities. 

OVER 5,000 children in 
County Durham will go to 
their first choice of sec-
ondary school this Sep-
tember. 

A total of 5,485 applica-
tions were made this year, 
up from 5,162 in 2018, 
and every single child has 
been offered a place at a 
school in the county. 

Out of these applicants 
5,143 have been success-
fully placed into their first 
choice, which equates to 
93.8 per cent. 

Overall 98.3 per cent of 
children have been placed 
in their first, second or 
third choice school.

Cllr Olwyn Gunn, Durham 

County Council’s Cabinet 
member for children and 
young people’s services, 
said: “It is fantastic that 
the vast majority of chil-
dren in County Durham 
will go to their first choice 
of secondary school in 
September. I wish them 
the best of luck for their 
future education.” 

Parents who applied 
online will be informed of 
the school place offered 
via email. Those who 
applied in other ways 
have been informed via  
letter.

For more information 
visit www.durham.gov.
uk/schooladmissions.

CHILDREN RECEIVE THEIR 
SECONDARY SCHOOL PLACE

MIDDRIDGE HISTORY 
Society is welcoming 
returning guest, Alastair 
Fraser for its next talk.

Entitled, Blood & Ink! the 
illustrated talk will use  
books and documents to 
analyse the history and 
propaganda of the Eng-
lish Civil War in print.

The talk is scheduled 

for Thursday March 14th 
from 7.30pm at Middridge 
Village Hall.

This will be the final talk 
before breaking for the 
summer, with the talks 
resuming once again in 
the autumn.

Refreshments will be 
served and everyone is 
welcome to attend.

HISTORY SOCIETY TALK

BISHOP AUCKLAND and 
Shildon Area Action Part-
nership Board meeting 
will be held on Thursday 
14th March, between 6pm 
and 8pm at  Shildon Civic 
Hall.

A spokesperson said, 
“If you have any neigh-
bourhood issues that you 
would like to be raised at 
the meeting please con-
tact one of the team by 
Thursday 7th March. 

“If you would like to 
attend the meeting please 
contact a member of the 
team on 03000 268 663 
or by emailing bishopshil 
donaap@durham.gov.uk 
to register your place. 

 “Please do not hesitate 
to get in touch if you have 
any questions, would 
like any further informa-
tion, or have any special 
requirements for attend-
ing the meeting.”

AAP BOARD MEETING

NOTICE HAS been given 
that due to the resignation 
of Paul Walton, a vacancy 
has arisen in the Office of 
Councillor for the Town 
Council in the Sunnydale 

ward.
If by 12th March, 2019 a 

request for an election to 
fill said vacancy is made 
in writing to: 

The Returning Officer, 
Electoral Services, Room 
1/104-115, County Hall, 
Durham DH1 5UL,

by 10 (ten) electors for 
the said Parish (Ward), an 
election will be held to fill 
the said vacancy, other-
wise the vacancy will be 
filled by co-option.

If an election is called, 
it will take place no later 
than 17th May, 2019.

SHILDON TOWN 
COUNCILLOR VACANCY

LOCAL SINGER and for-
mer X-Factor star, Shanaya 
Atkinson-Jones will head-
line a charity gig, Soulful 
Sounds of Shanaya No 2, 
at Newton Aycliffe Cricket 
Club in Moore Lane on Fri-
day 29th March.

The evening will include 
bingo, games and a raf-
fle to support Bright Red, 
a charity fighting blood 
cancer across the North 
of England. The gig starts 
at 7.30pm with tickets 
priced at £5. To book, 
call 01325 303141 or visit 
Aycliffe Cricket Club.

SHANAYA CHARITY GIG 
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that and that’s why I think, 
and hope, we will see over 
500 fans at the game.”

The semi-final was 
watched by over 150 die-
hard Shildon AFC sup-
porters who travelled to 
Hartlepool’s home ground 
to support their club on a 
cold Tuesday night.

Player-manager, Dan-
iel Moore said: “We can’t 
thank the fans enough, 
they really are what keeps 
us going throughout the 
game and without a doubt 
are our key 12th man.  

“We appreciate not 
everyone can get to all the 
away games but hopefully 
we can get them all to the 
cup final.”

An announcement of the 
cup final date is expected 
to be made after the next 
Durham FA committee 
meeting, which is being 
held on 13th March.

Fans wishing to take up 
the offer to purchase mini 
season tickets can do so 
at the turnstiles on match 
days and from the club-
house at Dean Street.

The remaining three 
home games are against 

Whitley Bay on 9th March, 
North Shields on 23rd 
March and Bishop Auck-
land on 6th April.  

Meanwhile, the first 
team continued their rich 
run of good form on Sat-
urday when they recorded 
a 3-0 home win against 
third place Consett AFC.

Man of the Match Zak 
Atkinson scored after 28 
minutes with a well taken 
goal after closing a Con-
sett defender down.

Aaron Duell then made it 
2-0 ten minutes later, slot-
ting past former Shildon 
stopper, Kyle Hayes.

Billy Greulich-Smith 
made it three in the sec-
ond half after some excel-
lent work by Atkinson.

Shildon remain eighth 
in the table on goal differ-
ence but the gap to fourth  
place Hebburn Town has 
closed to just four points 
with five clubs now vying 
for that top four finish to 
the season. 

Follow @Official_SAFC 
on Twitter or visit shildon 
afc.com for regular news 
and updates from the 
club.

LAST WEEK, Shildon AFC 
reached the prestigious 
final of the Durham Chal-
lenge Cup with the help of 
their dedicated travelling 
support.

The Durham Challenge 
Cup is an annual compe-
tition held between the 
clubs of Durham County 
Football Association. 

The Railwaymen secured 
their place in the final with 
a fantastic 2-0 win against 
Hartlepool United. 

As a thank you gesture 
to fans, the club is now 
offering free travel for 
up to 50 supporters club 
members, and to all sea-
son ticket holders, to the 
cup final.

Non-season ticket hold-
ers can now purchase a 
mini season ticket for £15 
which includes entry to 
the three remaining home 
games as well as the free 
travel to the Durham Chal-
lenge Cup Final.

Club chairman, David 
Dent said: “The final will 
be against South Shields, 
who we know have a bril-
liant fan base. Shildon 
have a fan base equal to 

SHILDON AFC MAKE TWELFTH 
MAN OFFER FOR CUP FINAL

Shildon AFC is offering mini season tickets and free Cup Final travel to fans.

SHILDON AFC U13s have 
successfully negotiated a 
new training kit, with CA 
Group Limited providing 
the sponsorship. 

Secretary, Claire Scott 
said: “I’d like to thank CA 
Group for their support on  
behalf of the team.  

“We are also currently 
fundraising to get the side 
to Blackpool for the sec-
ond year. 

“Last year we were run-

SHILDON FOOTBALL Club 
and its fans paid tribute 
to Richard Tremewan 
(pictured) at their game 
against Consett this week-
end after news reached 
Northern League fans that 
the Willington AFC chair-
man had suffered a stroke 
during the club’s Ernest 
Armstrong Memorial Cup 
semi-final at Chester-le-
Street last month.

The club organised a 
bucket collection which 
raised £300 towards a 
stroke charity of Richard 
and his partner’s choice. 

The previous evening, 
360 fans from clubs 
around the Northern 
League turned out at 
Willington’s home game 
against Esh Winning, rais-
ing almost £2,000 for the 
same cause.

SHILDON AFC U13s  
RECEIVE NEW TRAINING KIT

SHILDON RAISE THE 
ROOF FOR RICHARD

Shildon AFC U13s new kit has been sponsored by CA Group 
Limited.

ners up in the final, so it 
would be great to go one 
better this year and the 
side will look the part with 
their new training kit. 

“We are looking for a 
local business to sponsor 
the team for a tracksuit 
which they would wear 
while traveling to games 
and at tournaments. 

“If anyone is interested 
they should contact 
myself on 07903 278775.”

A spokesperson for 
Shildon AFC said: “Rich-
ard has helped Shildon 
on numerous occasions, 
from replacing windows 
after an attempted break 
in, to even changing into 
linesman gear to run the 
line to enable us to finish 
a game after the referee 
was injured.

“Everyone at the club 
wishes him a full recov-
ery and he remains in our 
thoughts and prayers.”


