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Reel Cinema and Superbowl UK have been announced as the first two companies to sign up to the new phase of 
development at Tindale.

CINEMA & BOWLING ALLEY SIGN 
UP FOR TINDALE DEVELOPMENT
AFTER YEARS of spec-
ulation about a second 
phase of development, 
two leisure operators 
have now been con-
firmed for the £45m Fiel-
don Bridge scheme at 
Tindale.

Superbowl UK is to 
open a location at the 
retail and leisure park, 
comprising a 14-lane 
bowling alley, a soft play 
centre, indoor assault 
course, amusement 
arcade and diner and 

bar.
Reel Cinemas has also 

signed up to the 130,000 
sq ft park, and will oper-
ate a seven-screen cin-
ema.

Building work on the 
scheme is due to start 

in October this year, with 
both the cinema and 
bowling operators aim-
ing to open during Octo-
ber 2020.

Director of Super-

www.hackettandbaines.co.uk

EST 1898

hackettandbaines@btconnect.com

47-49 Main Street, Shildon, DL4 1AF • 01388 772671  |  30-31 Bondgate, Darlington, DL3 7JJ • 01325 463303 Also 
available in leather

ELECTRIC and MANUAL
R EC L IN E R  S U I T E S

Park right outside our showroom 
and shop at your leisure!

OV E R 2 0 I N S T O C K 
FOR

IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

NOTICE HAS been given 
that due to the resignation 
of Paul Walton, a vacancy 
has arisen in the Office of 
Councillor for the Town 
Council in the Sunnydale 
ward.

If by 12th March, 2019 a 
request for an election to 
fill said vacancy is made 
in writing to: The Return-
ing Officer, Electoral Ser-
vices, Room 1/104-115, 
County Hall, Durham DH1 
5UL by TEN electors for 
the said Parish (Ward), an 
election will be held to fill 
the said vacancy, other-
wise the vacancy will be 
filled by co-option.

If an election is called, 
it will take place no later 
than 17th May, 2019.

SHILDON TOWN 
COUNCILLOR 
VACANCY

JUBILEE FIELDS Com-
munity Centre, on Jubilee 
Road, will be hosting the 
next of it’s monthly Break-
fast Clubs on Wednesday 
6th March, from 10.30am 
until 12 noon.

The club runs on the 
first Wednesday of each 
month and booking is 
essential. 

For further information 
or to book your place, con-
tact the centre on 01388 
775425.

JUBILEE FIELDS 
BREAKFAST 
CLUB
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by mentioning the 
Shildon Town Crier 
when contacting 
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SEND US YOUR STORIES

If you have a story you 
would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
We are especially 
interested in good

news, be it personal 
achievements, local 

fundraising, community 
service or any other 

positive stories. Call us 
on 01388 775896 or 

email crier@swd.news

DISCLAIMER

Shildon & District Town 
Crier cannot be

held responsible for 
advertisers offering
goods or services. 

As a general rule we would
advise anyone not to 
part with any money

until an order has been 
completed to your
full satisfaction. 

All information is correct,
to the best of our 

knowledge, at the time of
printing. 

Shildon & District Town 
Crier accepts articles in

good faith and takes 
no responsibility for

errors and/or omissions.

You can read our 
sister papers online:

www.swd.news/chapter

SPENNYMOOR
NEWS

www.swd.news/spenny
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Classifieds
All about local people ...

AcknowledgementsBirthdays

facebook.com/
shildontowncrier

Classifieds
Classifieds cost 42p per 
word + £7.20 for an optional 
photograph. For more 
information call 01388 775896 
or email crier@swd.news.

Services
House Plans & Extensions
01325 300646 / 07795 965 670

ELECTRICIAN
ALL YOUR  

ELECTRICAL NEEDS
NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

FULLY QUALIFIED  
AND INSURED

07398 232592 / 07948 099131
CALL PHIL ON

Bell
19th February peacefully, 

Bob, aged 89 years of 
Shildon

Loving husband of Sybil, a 
much-loved dad of Keith, 

father-in-law of Cath, 
devoted granda of Stephen, 

Andrew, great granda & 
great, great granda.

Will friends meet for 
service in Wear Valley 

Crematorium, Friday 8th 
March at 1.30pm.

In Memoriam

Shirley Robertson
2nd March 2018

Missed and loved every day

By Ted & all the family

Lol Mallen
(Lawrence)

6th March 2017
Our beloved brother Lol. 

Two years now, and as ever, 
you are in our thoughts, 

a laugh, a hug, a memory 
away

Brother Tony, sisters Pat, 
Marg & families 

x

Birthdays

Happy 30th Jamie

Fitzy

Love from ALL the family
xxx

30!

Lots of love 
on your 50th birthday

Julie Makepeace 
& Debra Plews

From Mam, Dad, Jim, Paul, 
Shannon, Blake, Nathan, 

Emmie, Grace, Anna & Beth

50!

27th February

Enjoy your celebrations
xxx

Dylan Matthews
6th March

Happy 13th birthday Dylan

Loads of love,
From Grandma & Grandad

xx

Dylan Matthews
A teenager on the 6th 

March

Love from Great Nanna
xx

Dylan Matthews
Happy 13th birthday Dylan

With all our love,
Dad, Katie, Heidi, 

Jude & James,
Have a great day

xxx

13!

Clarkson
Gillian & family would like 

to thank all friends and 
neighbours for the flowers 
and cards sent after the sad 

loss of Vincent. 
It was really appreciated.

Also, a big thank you to my 
nephew, Mr Tony Fletcher, 
for all his help during our 

sad time, and thank you to 
Gibson’s for their help and 

sympathy.

Thanks again.

Roe
The family of the late 

Brian Roe wish to express 
their sincere thanks 

to all relatives, friends 
and neighbours for the 
kindness and sympathy 

shown to them during their 
recent bereavement. 

Thanks also to the District 
Nurses, Peter Robson for 

the service at St John’s, and 
Gibson’s Funeral Care.

bowl UK, Kate Quaint-
ance-Blackford said: 
“Superbowl UK Bishop 
Auckland presents us 
with an exciting oppor-
tunity to bring our dis-
tinctive brand of Fam-
ily Entertainment to 
County Durham, where 
we believe it will prove 
extremely popular.”

Leeds-based letting 
agents WSB Property 
Consultants are also in 
negotiations with sev-
eral other leisure and 
retail operators.

Adam Mobley, partner 
at WSB, added: “We are 
pleased to be able to 
announce that Super-
bowl UK and Reel Cine-
mas have committed to 
the scheme as the peo-
ple of Bishop Auckland 
and the surrounding 
areas have been want-
ing a cinema and family 
entertainment venue for 
a number of years.

“Now we are working 
hard to secure a number 
of complimentary opera-
tors so that we can cre-
ate a great experience 
for people of all ages.”

FROM PAGE 1

CINEMA & 
BOWLING ALLEY 
TO OPEN IN 
TINDALE 

HUMBLES GARAGE
01388 778070  |  07778 117 778

1 ROBSON STREET SHILDON, DL4 1EB

WE ARE NOW CLOSED ON SATURDAYS

MOTs - MOTORBIKES, 
CARS AND VANS

SERVICING
TYRES

EXHAUSTS

SMALL JOBS EXPERT
LOCAL PLUMBER 

CALL JOE FOR A FREE  
QUOTATION AND  

NO CALL OUT CHARGE ON 

UNDERTAKING ALL THE 
SMALL JOBS THAT BIG 

COMPANIES DON’T WANT 
FROM DRIPPING TAPS TO 

BROKEN TOILETS

07535 362591
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the musical trans-
ferred to London’s 
West End, receiving 
more critical acclaim 
in the form of eight 5* 
reviews, five Olivier 
Award nominations 
and three WhatsOn-
Stage awards, along 
with a string of many 
other accolades.

The musical is still 
doing well having 
made it past the 
first year, which is 
no mean feat for any 
West End production. 

It is currently book-
ing up until October 
2019.

Now Everybody’s 
Talking About Jamie is 
being turned into a feature 
length movie by Warp Films, 
the production company 
responsible for This Is Eng-
land, Four Lions and more 
recently Idris Elba’s Yardie. 
Filming will begin in sum-
mer this year with a sched-
uled 2020 release. 

Jamie, along with his lov-
ing and supportive mother 
Margaret, are acting as con-
sultants on the film.

And now he’s about to 
embark on a solo venture; 
his first ever UK drag tour; 
Why Isn’t Everybody Talking 
About Fifi? 

Campbell thought it would 
only be appropriate to begin 
this journey by performing a 
Homecoming show, which 
will take place on 25th 
March in Shildon Civic Hall. 
This is where he used to 
perform shows as a kid as a 
member of The Tearaways, 

and also where he used to 
rehearse for competitions 
with Andrew Tombling 
School of Dance.

The show has a loose 
narrative following Fifi’s  
journey after the documen-
tary and how she eventu-
ally ended up where she is 
today. It’s a fun drag show 
with slick choreography, 
gorgeous dancers and a 
ridiculous amount of fab-
ulous quick-change cos-
tumes.

Tickets are available to 
purchase at jamieandfifi.
co.uk for £10 plus a £1 
booking fee. There will be 
a very limited number avail-
able to purchase on the 
door, but once they’re gone 
they’re gone. The best way 
to avoid disappointment is 
to purchase online. 

Doors open at 7pm. The 
show is 1 hour 10 minutes 
with an after party until 
11pm.

JAMIE CAMPBELL grew up 
in Toronto just outside of 
Bishop Auckland. When he 
was younger he was bullied 
for his effeminate nature 
and love of dressing up as 
fairies and princesses. No 
matter how difficult it got he 
didn’t let the bullies get the 
better of him, and ended up 
having the last laugh.

In 2011 he was the sub-
ject of a BBC documentary 
Jamie: Drag Queen at 16. 
The documentary followed 
Campbell as he discovered 
his alter-ego Fifi la True and 
eventually unveiled her at 
his end of school prom. 

At first he was refused 
entry by his teachers, but 
his peers and their parents 
jumped to Campbell’s aid, 
defending his right to attend 
in a dress.

Eventually pupil power 
held sway and Fifi la True 
was allowed to attend the 
ball. It was an unexpected 
real life fairy tale ending, but 
the fairy tale was far from 
over.

By chance, theatre director 
Jonathan Butterell caught 
the documentary when 
channel hopping one night. 
He decided there and then 
that he had to turn Jamie’s 
story into a stage show. 

In February 2017 the musi-
cal, Everybody’s Talking 
About Jamie, first showed 
at the Crucible Theatre in 
Sheffield. It received rave 
reviews from audiences and 
critics alike and sold out it’s 
three week run by word-of-
mouth alone. 

By November of that year 

EVERYONE’S TALKING ABOUT JAMIE
Jamie Campbell’s alter ego, Fifi la True, will be performing at Shildon Civic Hall this March.

THE TOWN’S very own 
award-winning young peo-
ple’s Youth Theatre Group, 
CATS, are into the last 
few weeks of rehearsals 
for their latest production 
Hairspray, The Musical.

The production will be 
performed at the Civic Hall 
on Thursday 21st, Friday 
22nd and Saturday 23rd 
March at 7.30pm, with a 
final show on Sunday 24th 
March at 2pm.

A spokesperson said: 
“The young people have  

HAIRSPRAYED CATS
put a lot of energy and 
hard work into their ver-
sion of this West End 
musical.

“The show consists of 
many well-known songs 
like I Can Hear The Bells, 
Good Morning Baltimore 
and You Can’t Stop The 
Beat.”

Tickets are priced at £6 
for adults and £3.50 for 
children.

For more information, 
or to pre-book, call 01388 
774838.

Jamie Campbell was the star of a 
BBC documentary in 2011, which 
became the inspiration for a West 
End Musical.
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BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 

factory and saveFREE
Damp Proofing Specialist 

Timber Treatments
Condensation Problems

Damp Surveys
30 Year Guarantee

07854 493727
www.key-interiors.co.uk

25 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

Greg was interested in 
New Shildon in particular 
as the original home of at 
least three generations of 
his ancestors. Not only 
Tom Bulch the musician, 
but Mr Brown’s great-
great-great-grandfather, 
Thomas Bulch senior who, 
as a railway fireman, sur-
vived a terrible rail crash 
to become a timekeeper 
at the wagon works, and 
also Tom Bulch’s grand-
father, Frank Dinsdale, a 
founder of the New Shil-
don Saxhorn Band and 
mentor to George Allan.

The tour, with old pho-
tographs of how things 
used to look, included the 
remains of Strand Street, 
Tom Bulch’s place of birth; 
Adelaide Street, where the 
family once lived; Station 
Street where he attended 
the British School; and the 
station, where one news-
paper report tells that in 
1884 between 2,000 and 
3,000 people gathered 
to see Tom and his three 
companions off to Aus-
tralia. The tour concluded 
at All Saints Church, the 
final resting place of many 
family members.

Mr Brown was apprecia-
tive of the opportunity to 
hear tales of his ances-

tors as well as see the 
locations. 

He said that he planned 
to take in some of the 
smaller villages in York-
shire from where the 
family came to New Shil-
don, but that he would 
probably just have to drive 
through as, unlike his Shil-
don visit, he didn’t know 
anyone to show him what 
to look for. 

He explained that, with 
Tom Bulch’s connection 
to Waltzing Matilda and 
shaping the Austral-
ian brass scene, he is 
regarded as something 
of a national character 
of particular note in Aus-
tralia, so much so that the 
Australian Broadcasting 
Company wanted to make 
a documentary in the 
1970s. 

The effort was seem-
ingly thwarted by the 
reluctance of Australia’s 
main collector of brass 
music at that time refus-
ing to let them access his 
collection. 

“Perhaps, though,” said 
Cllr Reynolds, “that might 
be something that could 
still happen, and it would 
be terrific to make sure 
that Shildon featured well 
if it does.”

EARLIER THIS month, the 
area around New Shildon 
was explored by a keen 
visitor, eager to learn 
more about his Shildon 
family roots. 

Greg Brown, originally of 
Melbourne but now living 
in Sydney, Australia, is the 
great-great-grandson of 
the Shildon-born Victo-
rian bandmaster and emi-
nent composer, Thomas 
Edward Bulch. 

Greg had been aware of 
the Shildon connection 
for many years, having 
started researching his 
family in 1989, so when 
the opportunity for a one-
off business trip to Britain 
came up, he grabbed it 
with both hands. 

He had also been fol-
lowing the progress of 
the oddly named Shildon 
based group, The Friends 
of The Wizard and The 
Typhoon, who have been 
collecting information 
about, and music by, 
Bulch and his contempo-
rary, George Allan with a 
view to celebrating their 
achievements more in the 
town; so he reached out 
to the group’s secretary, 
Cllr David Reynolds, and 
a short guided tour was 
arranged.

FAMILY HISTORIAN VISITS BRASS ROOTS

Cllr David Reynolds (left), who has been researching the work of Shildon-born Victorian 
bandmaster, Thomas Edward Bulch, showed Mr Bulch’s Australian great-great grandson, 
Greg Brown around his forefather’s home town.

RESIDENTS AT Red-
worth House Care Home 
recently enjoyed a visit 
from St John’s Church in 
Shildon. 

St John’s kindly visit the 
home monthly and resi-
dents enjoy participating 
in the singing of hymns 

CHURCH VISITS CARE HOME

Canon David Tomlinson and wife, Davina (right) at the latest 
visit to Redworth House by St John’s Church.

and a short service. 
“Residents look for-

ward to the service and 
always enjoy chatting and 
reminiscing with visitors 
from the church after the 
service,” said a spokes-
person for the residential 
home.

FRIENDS OF Jubilee 
Estate is a voluntary 
organisation looking to 
recruit two voluntary 
committee members.

The group’s aim is to 
improve the quality of life 
for people living on the 
Jubilee Estate by work-
ing closely with various 
organisations, including 
Livin Housing Associa-
tion.

The role of commit-
tee members is varied 
depending on a person’s 

ability and willingness to 
become involved. 

“If you can spare a few 
hours a month, and have 
a desire to make a differ-
ence, then you are who 
we are looking for,” said 
committee member, Ray 
Parkin.

“You can look us up 
on Facebook or contact 
myself either by email at 
friends-of-jubilee-fields-
estate@outlook.com or 
by text at 07849 355769 
and I will be in touch.”

FRIENDS SEEK VOLUNTEERS

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

Andrew’s Roofing
Chimney Stacks - Ridge Tile 

Repairs - Brickwork Repointed 
- Flat Roofs - Slating & Tiling - 
Felting and Pointing - Repairs 

- UPVC, Gutters, Fascias, 
Soffits & Flat Roofing Specialist

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936
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BISHOP 
AUCKLAND

Wed 6 March 2019, 6pm–8.30pm

Bishop Auckland Town Hall

Can we grow a better future together?

Be inspired by the Chair and co-founder of the 
original Incredible Edible.

Discover what Incredible Edible Bishop Auckland 
might become.

Enjoy delicious soup made from local produce.

Booking essential/£5 donation optional

Book tickets: 01388 743 797
bookings@aucklandproject.org

LAUNCH EVENT

aucklandproject.org

sock love-bugs.  
A spokesperson com-

mented, “The results were 
brilliant, with each one a 
little different. The young 
people really enjoyed the 
session, learning new 

skills and enjoying the 
free playful activity. 

“Both parents and chil-
dren gave brilliant feed-
back.” 

Easter Holiday activ-
ities will soon be avail-

THE FEBRUARY half term 
holidays were a buzz of 
activity with sessions led 
by Greenfield Arts at the 
Community Arts Centre 
in Newton Aycliffe and 
Foundations Building, 
Shildon, encouraging play 
and imagination.

The Aycliffe session, 
led by mixed media artist 
Sharron Bates, was full 
to the brim with families 
coming together to get 
creative and spend qual-
ity time together, with 
over twenty budding art-
ists taking part.  

The young people had a 
wonderful time working 
with materials to make 
their own piece of collage. 
“I really enjoyed making 
the street of houses with 
different pieces of card 
and magazines” said one 
participant.

The session at Shildon 
was also full to capacity 
and everyone got crea-
tive in a lovely session 
using their imagination to 
design and make original 

HALF TERM ‘PLAY’ AT 
GREENFIELD ARTS

Youngsters at Foundations in Shildon made fantastic sock love-bugs.

able to book online at 
www.greenfield-arts.
co.uk. Email info@green-
field-arts.co.uk or call 
01325 379048 to find out 
more about creativity at 
Greenfield Arts.

THE POPULAR Chatty 
Cafe at the Methodist 
Church will be held on 
Tuesday 5th March at 
1pm.

There are games and a 
craft section, or just go 
along for a chat, everyone 
is welcome.

Refreshments are pro-
vided but attendees may 
take along their own if 
they so wish.

CHATTY CAFE

MARCH PACT 
MEETINGS
THE NEXT Police and 
Communities Together 
Meeting (PACT) meeting 
for the Byerley and Sunny-
dale wards is scheduled 
to be held on Wednesday 
6th February at 6.30pm at 
Shildon Civic Hall.

The forum allows mem-
bers of the public to raise 
concerns and set priori-
ties with the police, and 
for the police to update 
residents on any issues.

To advertise in The Crier 
and its sister papers:
T: (01388) 775 896
E: crier@swd.news
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We are successfully claiming 
compensation for former miners in the 
North East who transferred out of the 
Mineworkers Pension Scheme.
Many miners in the North East were advised to transfer out 
of their British coal pension scheme to a private scheme 
which paid considerably less! This was bad advice and 
many retired miners or there widows have lost out.

Miners Pension Compensation

Please address to: Miners Pension Compensation Dept, Corries Solicitors Ltd, 
11 Melroses Yard, Walmgate, York, YO1 9XF.

If you transferred out of the British Coal Pension 
Scheme and would like  a FREE REVIEW, please 
either call us on FREEPHONE:

0800 988 7997
or return the form below

Miners Pension Compensation is a trading name of Corries Solicitors Ltd, Melroses Yard, Walmgate, York YO1 9XF. 
Regulated by Solicitors Regulation Authority no. 424101.

See our adverts in:
Hartlepool Mail, Shields Gazette, Morpeth 

Herald, Northumberland Gazette, Newcastle 
Chronicle, Sunday Sun

Did you transfer on the advice of any of the following:

• An Independent Advisor 
• Scottish Amicable
• Prudential
• Sun Life
• Scottish Widows
• Pearl assurance
• Phoenix Life
• Legal and General
• Co-Op
• Friends Life

• Friends Provident
• Allied Dunbar
• Windsor Life
• Scottish Equitable
• Abbey Life
• Lloyds TSB
• Reassure
• Aviva
• Aegon
• Agincourt

• Bale Insurance Services
• Mansion House Financial
• Northern Financial 

Management
• Braemar Financial 

Planning
• Houlder Financial 

Services
• John Robert Wood Esq
• Mentor Financial 

Name

Address

                                                                                                              Tel

I transferred out of the mineworkers pension to

Please can I have a Free Review to see if I am eligible for a payout           

Signed                                                                                           Date

Example 1 - £77,000
Mr H a former miner from EASINGTON 
was made redundant in 1993. After the pit 
closed he was advised by an agent from 
Sun Life  transfer £9,000 from his miners 
pension to them. He was promised a better 
pension which wasn’t true. Sun Life agreed 
compensation of £77,149.

Example 3 - £48,000
Mr P is a former miner from BEDLINGTON. 
When the pits closed in 1986 he was advised by 
an Independent Financial Advisor to transfer his 
pension to Standard Life. He was told it would be a 
better pension which wasn’t true.  Even though the 
Independent Financial Advisor was no longer trading 
we were able to secure him a lump sum of £48000.  

Example 2 - £53,000
Mr K a former miner from CRAMLINGTON 
was made redundant in 1988. He was 
advised to transfer £5000 from his miners 
pension to Prudential. His pension was 
nowhere near as good as it would have been 
if he had stayed in the miners scheme. We 
obtained a lump sum payment of £53,302. 

Example 4 - £82,000
Mr R is a former miner from HOUGHTON 
LE SPRING. In 1991 he was persuaded 
by an agent of the Prudential to transfer 
£5600 from his miners pension to them. He 
received a poor pension and we were able 
to show the advice was bad and secured 
compensation of £82,877. 

ities for families in our 
area.

“This small grant is a fan-
tastic chance for groups to 

continue to deliver exist-
ing, or create new, oppor-
tunities for young people.”

For more information or 

GROUPS CAN apply for 
a share of £17,741 to 
help young people in and 
around Bishop Auckland 
and Shildon.

Not for profit groups and 
organisations can apply 
for grants of between 
£400 and £999 to fund 
projects which benefit 
children, young people 
and their families in the 
Bishop Auckland and Shil-
don Area Action Partner-
ship (AAP)’s area.

Applications to the 
AAP’s Children, Young 
People and Families 
Small Grant Fund will be 
assessed on a ‘first come’ 
basis and applications will 
be accepted until all of the 
available funding has been 
exhausted. 

Andrew Walker, AAP 
coordinator, said: “Help-
ing our children and young 
people to live a happier 
and healthier life is one of 
our key priorities, so we 
felt that it was important 
to make a portion of our 
budget available to help 
fund projects and activ-

GRANTS NOW AVAILABLE FOR CHILDREN, 
YOUNG PEOPLE & FAMILIES

Councillor Olwyn Gunn – Cabinet member for children and young people’s services; 
Councillor Shirley Quinn – Chair of the Bishop Auckland and Shildon Area Action 
Partnership Children, Young People and Families Task Group; Councillor John Lethbridge – 
Chairman of Durham County Council; and Helen Pinkney – Community development project 
officer.

to request an application 
pack, email bishopshildo-
naap@durham.gov.uk or 
call 03000 268 665.

BISHOP AUCKLAND and 
Shildon Area Action Part-
nership Board meeting will 
be held on Thursday 14th 
March, between 6pm and 
8pm at the Civic Hall in Shil-
don .

A spokesperson said, “If 
you have any neighbour-
hood issues that you would 
like to be raised at the meet-
ing please contact one of 
the team by Thursday 6th 
March. 

“If you would like to attend 
the meeting please contact 
a member of the team on 
03000 268 663 or by email-
ing bishopshildonaap@dur-
ham.gov.uk to register your 
place. 

 “Please do not hesitate to 
get in touch if you have any 
questions, would like any 
further information, or have 
any special requirements 
for attending the meeting.”

APP BOARD 
MEETING AT 
CIVIC HALL

THE BUSY Bees’ ‘Name 
the Easter Bunny’ compe-
tition was won by Barbara 
Gould. The bunny’s name 
was Dodger.

BUSY BEES
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Grab your FREE 
Square reader
and be part of ‘Digital Bishop 
Auckland, Shildon and Spennymoor’  
ARE YOU one of the stag-
gering three million small 
businesses in the UK that are 
still cash-only? Did you know 
that nearly half of Brits (47%) 
would actually prefer to pay 
by card? In the past, taking 
card payments has typically 
been expensive and com-
plicated for small business 
owners, meaning many rely 
on cash. In order to remain 
competitive, businesses 
need to find a way to keep 
pace with customer demand 
and the way people want to 
pay for goods and services. 

It’s no secret that the Brit-

ish High Street is a tough 
place at the moment, high 
street banks are closing, cash 
machines are disappearing 
and the number of people 
carrying cash is declining. 

Recent research has 
revealed that the true cost of 
dealing with cash is actually 
costing small business own-
ers over seven million busi-
ness hours a week in labour 
hours and a staggering £39 
million is lost each year in 
loose change as consumers 
admit to pocketing the wrong 
change.*

In order to support local 
businesses 
and encourage 
people to shop 
on their local 
high street, pay-
ments company 
Square has 
created ‘Digital 
Bishop Auck-
land, Shildon 
and Spenny-

moor’, an initiative that will 
set up businesses with card 
machines to encourage peo-
ple to shop locally and pay by 
card.

The initiative is being 
spearheaded by local MP, 
Helen Goodman, who com-
ments, “This initiative offers 
a much-needed boost to 
businesses in Bishop, Shil-
don and Spennymoor. With 
banks vanishing from our 
high streets, and fewer 
shoppers carrying cash, 
it’s important that our busi-
nesses are equipped and 
supported to accept a wider 
range of payment types.”

Whether you’re thinking 
about a traditional brick-
and-mortar shop or a mobile 
business, you can use 
Square Reader to take chip 
and PIN cards, contactless 
cards and mobile payments 
like Apple Pay and Android 
Pay anywhere you are doing 
business.

 

Local Shildon 
business carries 
on success with 
booming baby 
business 

MEET SAM Townsend, Shil-
don Town Councillor, owner 
of Geeky Baby and one of 
five directors who founded 
Parenting North East.

In 2013, Samantha had her 
first child - as a new mother, 
she struggled to find a baby 
carrier or sling on the high 
street that was comfort-
able for her and her new-
born. Frustrated, Samantha 
started to look online for 
different options.

It soon became clear 
that the one-size-fits-all 
approach didn’t work for 
the different body types and 

another or being signposted 
towards the best places to 
buy. Two years later, Saman-
tha teamed up with five other 
like-minded parents who 
were also providing similar 
services - Parenting North 
East was born which now 
includes over 500 slings and 
baby carriers to borrow and 
buy. Today Parenting North 
East has expanded to now 
sell a range of other baby 
accessories, as well as one-
to-one consultations and 
training services.

With this expansion, 
Samantha also set up Geeky 

Baby, home for a baby car-
rier, and change bag that she 
has designed. For both busi-
nesses she soon realised 
that they needed a payments 
solution that would work 
remotely whilst also being 
more cost-effective, fast and 
hassle-free.

Samantha heard about 
Square through her work 
with Shildon Town Council 
and realised that the flat 
transaction rate charges 
would offer a more flexible 
and cost-effective solu-
tion to their small business 
needs. Both businesses con-

tinue to grow from strength 
to strength by being able to 
accept every way their cus-
tomers want to pay.

To find out more about 
Samantha’s products visit 
her website: http://geeky-
baby.com/ 

 

lifestyles of new parents. 
Realising the opportunity, 
she began sourcing first and 
second-hand carriers and 
slings from a growing online 
community, major retailers 
and manufacturers to rent 
out to parents in her local 
community.

By the end of 2013, her 
‘sling library’ was growing 
steadily and parents across 
the region would meet her 
in coffee shops and com-
munity centres to hire a sling 
or baby carrier from her col-
lection for a month or two 
before bringing it back, hiring 

Square can help 
transform your business
Whatever your business, you can sign up for free** (no contracts 
or catches) and you’ll receive a free card reader worth £39+VAT 
and a dock worth £19+VAT as well as and free processing credit 
for the first £1,000 of transactions.
Square enables millions of small and medium-sized businesses 
to take credit and debit card payments without monthly fees or 
long term commitments. 
By accepting all forms of payment, you increase the number of 
people that you can do business with. Here are just a few ways 
Square can help transform the way you work:

• Get paid fast - normally next business day
• No monthly fees, no minimum use
• Free to set up an account and only takes 5 mins
• Accept Visa, Mastercard and American Express
• Accept contactless, Chip & PIN, Android Pay and Apple Pay 
• Pay just 1.75% per transaction for payments made in person 
• Pay just 2.5% for telephone orders, online payments and 
electronic invoices 
• Use your existing device. Square is compatible with multiple iOS 
and Android phones and tablets, including iPhone 6 and 7.
• Track your sales and inventory through the free Point of Sale 
app.

For more information and to 
claim your free reader visit 

squareup.com/go/bishopshildonspennymoor

* Square commissioned a nationally representative survey of 1,000 
small business owners in the UK, conducted by Censuswide September 
2018.
** Limited time offer valid only for new Square customers and is not 
transferable. Waived processing fees are reimbursed to your account 
on each deposit. Open to businesses or individuals with a DL2, DL4, 
DL11, DL12, DL13, DL14 or DL16 postcode.
**After waived fees expire, Square charges 1.75% for all swiped 
transactions including Visa, MasterCard and American Express. 2.5% 
for manually entered transactions.

Advertorial
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Pass + 
Driving School
29 years expe ri ence

H igh Pass RAte
** Special Offer **

4 lessons on ly £40

Call Ian on
07989 802481

Domestics Direct 
AppliAnce repAirs

Washing Machines, Tumble 
Dryers, Electric Cookers, 

Vacuum Cleaners, Dish Washers

free locAl cAll out

Call Darren
Daytime: 07949 905 581
Evening: 01388 721 882

01388 720994
07779 557148

Naylor’s Electrical
Fault Finding

Extra Sockets
Rewires

Inspections

Call Richard  

All electrical work  
undertaken

Navigate HR 
& Admin Services

Insightful Thinking, Real Life Solutions

Offering HR and office 
support to business, sole 
traders and self employed

Contact Kathryn on 
01388 22 77 27

navigatehrhelp@gmail.com
www.navigatehrandadmin.com

To Let

Tel: 01325 312156
07746 294399

2 Bed House, Pearl 
Street, Shildon. New 
decor and carpets. 

£360pcm. 
Bond required.

lich-Smith who rose high-
est to aim his glanced 
header downwards into 
the bottom corner for a 
deserved  opener.

Shildon continued to 
create the best of the 
play throughout the half, 
but without adding to the 
score.

Hartlepool missed a glo-
rious chance to level the 
scores just three minutes 
into the second half, but 
the effort, after a strong 
run and cross from full-
back Harrison Webster,  
was wastefully blazed 
over by Coleby Shepherd.

With fifteen minutes 
remaining, Brad Hird could 
have doubled the lead 
when clean through, but 
keeper Ryan Catterick did 
well to block the effort.

However, with Pools 
pressing hard for an 
equaliser, Hird made no 
mistake moments later 
on the break, collecting 
the ball before beating 
two opponents and firing 

across the keeper to put 
clear distance between 
the Railwaymen and their 
hosts.

And when Newbrook 
tipped over a late Hartle-
pool effort, it was game 
up for Pools.

So it is the underdogs, 
Shildon who march into 
the cup final where they 
will again meet strong 
opposition in South 
Shields who recorded a 
3-1 away win on the same  
evening over Northern 
League leaders, Dunston 
UTS.

The former Northern 
League side now play 
in the Northern Premier 
League Premier Division 
and it will require another  
effort of David-and-Goli-
ath proportions from Shil-
don if they are to lift the 
trophy for the third time in 
six years. 

The date and venue of 
the final will be decided 
when the Durham FA 
meets in early March.

MORE NOTED in recent 
seasons for their giant-kill-
ing exploits in the early 
rounds of the FA Cup, Shil-
don AFC added to the list 
of slain Goliaths on Tues-
day evening when they 
dumped Hartlepool United 
out of the Durham Chal-
lenge Cup to set up a final 
against South Shields.

Albeit Pools fielded just 
two first team regulars, 
Shildon went into the tie 
as significant underdogs, 
but the Northern League 
side immediately took 
the game to their National 
League opponents and, 
within twenty minutes, 
shocked the home sup-
port by taking the lead. 

The visitors won a cor-
ner on the right and iron-
ically it was two former 
Pools players who com-
bined to open the scoring 
for the Railwaymen. 

The ball was swung 
into the box with pace 
by left back, Matty Rob-
son towards Billy Greu-

SHILDON SHOCK HARTLEPOOL TO 
REACH DURHAM CHALLENGE CUP FINAL 

Billy Greulich-Smith (No.7) rises highest to nod Shildon into the lead in the Durham 
Challenge Cup semi-final at Hartlepool United on Tuesday evening. Photo: Tom Clegg.

making up creative rou-
tines to music with the 
theme of ‘teamwork’. 

“We also had twelve 
beginners attend two 
hours training and suc-
cessfully pass grade one,” 
said Tracy. 

“Our skaters work 
towards basic skills 
grades and nationally rec-
ognised tests in line with 
the Federation of Artistic 
Roller Skating (FARS), the 
governing body of roller 
skating. 

“Anyone wanting to learn 
to roller skate can come 
along to our new Spec-
trum beginners class on 
Thursdays (starting on 
Thursday 28th February) 
from 4.30pm-5.30pm and 
costing just £4.

“Please see our Face-
book, Twitter and Ins-
tagram pages for more 
details or ring 07891 
461958.”

SPECTRUM SKATERS 
scored further success 
this half term when a 
team of six skaters trav-
elled to Manchester to 
take their skating tests.  

The club boasted a 
100% success rate with 
Nicola Stevens complet-
ing five tests, Joseph 
Kearney and Niamh Daw-
son four tests, Hannah 
Godwin three tests, Lucy 
Richardson two tests and 
Jazzmyn Loring one test.  

Coach Tracy Stevens 
said: “I am very proud 
of all of the skaters at 
Spectrum - these six have 
shown dedication and 
commitment and this has 
been rewarded.”

The club also hosted 
two Roller Skating Boot 
Camps during half term 
in which 13 squad skaters 
trained for six hours per 
day.

The club had some fun 

MORE SUCCESS FOR SPECTRUM
Spectrum skaters at the club’s recent boot camp. 

THERE WAS no jackpot 
winner after Shildon AFC 
Supporters’ Club’s latest 
lottery draw on Sunday 
24th February. The six 
numbers drawn were: 2, 3, 

SHILDON LOTTO ROLLS 
OVER TO £800 JACKPOT

5, 6, 8 and 11. The £25 con-
solation prize was won by 
P Bunting. This week, play-
ers must match 6 from 12 
to claim an £800 jackpot 
prize.


