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Margaret celebrated her hundredth birthday with the help of Ferry Town Mayor, Cllr Dave Farry, Tenlands Care Home manager, 
Victoria Leighton, daughter-in-law Carol, daughter Margaret and son David. 
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HAVE YOUR 
SAY ON KEY 
CONSULTATIONS

“A drop-in 
session take 
place on Monday 
25th February, 
4pm - 7pm at 
Ferryhill Dean 
Bank Institute

BORN JUST two months 
after the end of the First 
World War, Ferryhill’s 
Margaret Matson cele-
brated her 100th birth-
day on Thursday 24th 
January.

Margaret, nee Harbour, 
is affectionately known 
as Gwen and was born in 
Dean Bank in 1919. 

After her mam sadly 

passed away when she 
was only 16 years-old, 
Gwen was tasked with 
caring for her dad and 
grandparents, leaving 
her job at Hunter’s Wall-
paper Shop on Darling-
ton Road to carry out her 
domestic duties.

As time passed she 
met her future husband 
Tom, from Leeholme, 

who worked in the office 
at Dean & Chapter Col-
liery. 

But on the outbreak of 
the Second World War 
Tom joined the Royal 
Marines and left Gwen 
behind to serve his coun-
try. However he was cap-
tured in 1941 and held 
Prisoner of War, remain-
ing in captivity until hos-

tilities ended in 1945.
They were finally able to 

tie the knot on his return, 
becoming husband and 
wife in June 1945.

The couple went on to 
have three children; Tony 
(who sadly died in 1977), 
David and Margaret, rais-
ing them in Ferryhill. The 

RESIDENTS IN Ferryhill 
and Chilton are being 
invited to help shape the 
future of their area by tak-
ing part in three major con-
sultations.

Durham County Council 
will be asking people for 
their views on the latest 
stage of the County Dur-
ham Plan as well as two 
new strategies looking at 
housing and homeless-
ness. 

All three consultations 
began on Friday 25th 
January with a number of 

drop-in sessions taking 
place around the county. 

Following the approval 
of the Pre-Submission 
Draft of the County Dur-
ham Plan by Cabinet, the 
final round of public con-
sultation will give people 
the chance to comment 
on the documents, which 
set out potential develop-
ment in the county until 

CENTENARY CELEBRATION FOR MARGARET

www.hackettandbaines.co.uk

EST 1898

hackettandbaines@btconnect.com

4’ 6” DOUBLE DIVAN
With Two Drawers 
FREE Headboard 
FREE Delivery
 
Limited OfferPark right outside our showroom and shop at your leisure!

47-49 Main Street, Shildon, DL4 1AF • 01388 772671  |  30-31 Bondgate, Darlington, DL3 7JJ • 01325 463303  |  Mon-Fri 9am - 5pm • Sat 9am - 4pm

Free Delivery

Electric Adjustable  
Bed Ranges

FROM 
£599 £399

now
£299

BEDROOM FURNITURE

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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In Memoriam

Support your local 
community newspaper 

by mentioning the 
Ferryhill & Chilton Chapter 

when contacting 
advertisers.
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SEND US YOUR STORIES

If you have a story you 
would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
We are especially 
interested in good

news, be it personal 
achievements, local 

fundraising, community 
service or any other 

positive stories. Call us on 
01388 775896 or email 

chapter@swd.news

DISCLAIMER

Ferryhill & Chilton 
Chapter cannot be

held responsible for 
advertisers offering
goods or services. 

As a general rule we would
advise anyone not to 
part with any money

until an order has been 
completed to your

full satisfaction. 
All information is correct,

to the best of our 
knowledge, at the time of

printing. 
Ferryhill & Chilton Chapter 

accepts articles in
good faith and takes 
no responsibility for

errors and/or omissions.

You can read our 
sister papers online:

SPENNYMOOR
NEWS

www.swd.news/spenny

www.swd.news/bishop
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Classifieds
All about local people ...

BirthdaysIn Memoriam

Classifieds
Classifieds cost 42p per word + £7.20 
for an optional photograph. For 
more information call 01388 775896 
or email chapter@swd.news.

Services
House Plans & Extensions
01325 300646 / 07795 965 670

Always in our thoughts, 
Forever in our hearts,

Love Mam, Jason, 
Gran & Grandad

xxxx

Jayden Ryder
02.02.18

One year without you
Missing our beautiful 

daughter and 
granddaughter, today and 

every day

From your loving wife 
Josephine and family

xxx

John Goodchild
30.1.2015

Four years since that 
sad day

Love and miss you 
every day

Love from Helen, Curtis, 
Grandchildren Ellie 

& Saffron
xxx

John Goodchild
30.1.2015

In loving memory 
of my dear Dad, 

miss you every day

Love Dad & Marion

Gary Hodgson
1st February 2016

It doesn’t need a special 
day to bring you to mind,

For days without a thought 
of you are hard to find

All our love,
Mandy, George & Cerise

xxx

Jayden Ryder
02.02.18

Engraved in gold
On a cloud above

Just for you Jayden
With all our love

Your loving Husband,
Fred

Jeannie Thompson
2nd February 2018

I thought of you today
But that is nothing new,

I thought about you 
yesterday

And before that too
I think of you in silence

I often speak your name, 
All I have are memories

And your picture in a frame
Your memory is a keepsake
From which I’ll never part
God has you in His arms
I have you in my heart

Love and miss you 
every day,

Nicola, Cheryl, Michelle
xxx

Jeannie Thompson
2nd February 2018

If roses grow in Heaven
Please pick a bunch for us,

Place them in my 
Mother’s arms

And tell her they’re from us

Love you always,
Ronnie, Colin, Ian & Sheena

xxx

Roslyn (Ros) Routledge
6.2.18

Mam, we think about you 
often and always speak 

your name,
Sadly missed but never 

forgotten

Love, Sharon
xxx

Raymond Griffiths
(Griff)

4.2.1949
Happy 70th Birthday to a 

special husband

70!

Love, Dave, Marriane, 
Courtney and Daniel

xxx

Raymond Griffiths
Happy 70th Birthday 

Dad and Grandad

70!

All our love,
Glenn, Charlotte & Clio

xxx

Amanda Scott

Happy 50th Birthday

50!

FERVERSHAM TERRACE 
Allotment Group currently 
have two gardens availa-
ble to let. 

The gardens have been 
recently cultivated on a 
gently sloping site, with a 
newly constructed shed 
at the top and are situated 
to the rear of Ferversham 
Terrace in Chilton Lane. 

Contact E. McLay on 
01740 651989 for further 
details.

ALLOTMENTS 
AVAILABLE 
TO LET

THERE WILL be a Whist 
and Domino Drive on 
Saturday 2nd February at 
2pm in the Community 
Centre at Kirk Merrington.

Admission is £2 which 
includes refreshments.

Everybody is welcome.

WHIST & 
DOMINO DRIVE

CLLR PETER Atkinson’s 
next Council Surgery in 
Ferryhill Town Hall will 
take place on Saturday 
9th February, from 11am 
to 12 noon. 

Cllr Atkinson will be 
holding Council surgeries 
every 2nd Saturday of the 
month at Ferryhill Town 
Hall. He said: “Please 
come along to discuss 
any issues you may have 
for help and support. 
All issues dealt with the 
strictest of confidence.

“Hopefully the new 
times on Saturday morn-
ings, 11am - 12pm, will 
give residents more 
opportunities to contact 
me.”

NEW TIME 
FOR CLLR 
ATKINSON’S 
SURGERY

Out of hours call available 
Call Neil on:

M: 07882 233 219  
Tel: 01740 474 045

NC PLUMBING 
SERVICES

All plumbing requirements undertaken
From a drip to a full bathroom refit.

Complete Bathroom specialist,
Full tiling and wall cladding service,

Full Power Flush Service.
Central heating problems repaired.

No job too small

07733 555 330
01740 656 356

ANDREW HEAVISIDE
EPS

All Electrical and Plastering 
Work carried out in your 
home. Clean, Friendly, 

Reliable service, customer 
satisfaction no.1 priority.

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron
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OCCASION: (Please tick)
 Birthday   Obituary
 Anniversary   For Sale
 Birth   To Let
 Congratulations  Services
 Appreciations  Acknowledgement
 Memoriam   Birthday Memoriam

CLASSIFIED FORM:

Post or hand this form into:
3-4 First Floor Offices, Town Council Building, 
Civic Hall Square, Shildon, DL4 1AH 
Please note: All prices include VAT at standard rate.

Number of separate messages:..............
Message(s): Please write in clear BLOCK CAPITALS and continue on a 
   separate piece of paper if necessary

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

Total number of words = ............
Amount x 0.42p, (includes VAT): ..........................
Photograph included? (£7.20) Yes        No
(if yes, please include a stamped addressed envelope if you would like your picture returning)

Total (inc. photo): ..........................................
PLEASE NOTE: Cheques should be made payable to: Community Newspaper Support CIC

Contact Name: ...........................................................................
Address: .....................................................................................
...................................................................................................
Contact Number: ........................................................................

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01740 623333
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE
FREE

MEASURE & FITTING 

buy direct from the 
factory and save

www.siestablinds.com
S CRABTREE

Digital Aerials Fitted

Digi Aerials, DAB
Sky, Freesat, CCTV

No Hidden Charges.
No Extra For Cable Used.

I Will Beat Any 
Written Quote, Plus 
Network Your House 

& Tune In
Ferryhill based

0797 997 1541

TERRY  STEPHENSON  & SONS
- UNDERTAKERS -

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST.

COMPLETE FUNERAL SERVICE ARRANGED & 
PERSONALLY DIRECTED BY TERRY.

Golden Charter Funeral Plans

Tel: 651350
Mobile: 0777 4704739

1B DUNNING ROAD, FERRYHILL.

Established 1845

civic year 2018 - 2019.
A spokesperson for 

Chilton Town Council 
commented, “Mem-
bers and officers wish 
to thank Tonya for her 
the time and effort she 
has invested into the 
town whilst serving as 

a Councillor and extend 
their best wishes for the 
future.”

Any residents wish-
ing to contact the Town 
Council can call into the 
office or telephone 01388 
721788. 

Alternatively, email 
info@chiltondurham-tc.
gov.uk.

FOLLOWING THE resig-
nation of Councillor 
Tonya Duprey, an extraor-
dinary meeting was held 
at Chilton Town Council 
on Friday 25th Janu-
ary, when Councillor M. 
Young was appointed as 
Mayor for the remaining 

NEW MAYOR FOR CHILTON FOLLOWING 
CLLR DUPREY’S RESIGNATION

Councillor M Young has been appointed Mayor of Chilton for the remainder of the civic year.

COMMUNITY SERVICES 

Wednesday 6th February 2019 at 7pm** 

COUNCIL
Wednesday 20th February 2019 at 7pm**

** Members of the public may attend this meeting

FERRYHILL TOWN COUNCIL
FEBRUARY MEETINGS 

ELECTRICIAN
www.armstrong-electrics.co.uk

◊	 Fault Finding / Repairs
◊	Extra Lights and Sockets
◊	New Fuse Boards
◊	Rewires
◊	P.A.T Testing
◊	 Landlord Inspections
◊	 Qualified	Electrician
◊	 Fully Insured
◊	Reliable Service
◊	Satisfaction Guaranteed

I WILL ASSURE YOU OF A QUICK 
RESPONSE AND A REASONABLY 

PRICED SERVICE
Call Gary on:

01740 474050

Do	you	find	it	difficult	to	get	
someone to come out 

and do a small job?
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John Vayro
Painter & Decorator

Tel: 07599 600 556
Locally Based

All aspects of  painting & 
decorating undertaken

Free Estimates
Over 10 years experience
Friendly, reliable service

JOHN’S DECORATING

PAINTING  ANYTHING! 
THEN GIVE ME A RING!

(Time Served)

For all your painting and 
decorating needs.
No job too small

Special rates for O.A.P’s
For a free estimate

 phone John on Ferryhill
(01740) 657191 
or 0775 983 8076

FERRYHILL ROOFING 
CONTRACTORS LTD

For all aspects of roofing

- New roofs - roof repairs - 

slating - felt roofs etc.

Contact Trevor Elsdon on

01388 420152 
or  0788 788 6558

response from residents. 
It will next be open on 

Friday and Saturday, Feb-
ruary 1st and 2nd.

A spokesperson com-
mented, “Hopefully the 
repairs and maintenance  
in progress in Parker Ter-
race will be completed by 

then. 
“Once all of the volunteer 

application forms have 
been processed, and a vol-
unteer rota is established, 
the boutique will be open 
every day, Monday to Sat-
urday. We look forward to 
seeing residents.”

TEAM SOLAN are proud to 
announce the opening of 
their second Charity Bou-
tique, in Ferryhill.  

They would like to thank 
all of their friends, sup-
porters and ‘Warriors’ for 
messages of support, 
encouragement and help, 

for donations and thanks 
to all residents who have 
completed an application 
form to volunteer in the 
new boutique at Parker 
Terrace. 

The boutique is now 
open for business and 
has already had a great 

CHARITY BOUTIQUE OPEN 
FOR BUSINESS

A customer peruses the goods on offer at the Solan Connor Fawcett Charity Boutique.

Grass cutting and garden 
maintenance, with over 200 

lawns cut locally with an 
average price of just £6.50

Patios, Drives and Fencing
For a Free  

No Obligation Estimate call  
John Paul Elsdon on 

077030 10042

34, Gordon Terrace
Ferryhill DL17 8AU

Ground
Dezign

K&G
BUILDING SERVICES
All aspects of Building 

Work carried out, including 
Painting & Decorating.

Fencing work undertaken 
including repairs

01388 722907
07931 801103

OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE
LOCALLY BASED

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

Cleaning  Services 

Domestic 

DURHAM
FERRYHILL

0755 4956 346
Laundry Service
Ironing Service
Home Cleaning

ris 

THE CHIPPY
169A BRANCEPETH ROAD, FERRYHILL DL17 8QR

MON-FRI 11.30am-7pm   SAT 11.30am-3pm

PENSIONER SPECIALS TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY: 
MINI COD & CHIPS £2.25

BANK HOLIDAY SATURDAYS ONLY
BUY ONE GET ONE FREE 

ON BEEF BURGERS, CHICKEN BURGERS & SPAM FRITTERS

the full english
3 Durham Road, Chilton

We have our own bakery 
selection and sweet shop.
Open Mon-Fri 9am - 4pm

01388 249733
07808 855351

THE 4 Together Partner-
ship currently has two 
vacancies on the partner-
ship board for public rep-
resentatives.  

A spokesperson said: 
“This represents an excit-
ing opportunity for any-
one with a keen interest 
in the local community to 
join a dynamic and pro-
active board, who have 
successfully delivered 
a number of projects 
throughout the Partner-

VACANCY AT LOCAL AREA 
ACTION PARTNERSHIP

ship area since our for-
mation in 2009.

“The role isn’t oner-
ous; in terms of time 
commitments, there’s a 
requirement to attend a 
board meeting every two 
months, and preferably to 
have input to at least one 
of our Task and Finish 
Groups if you can.

“But really it’s about 
sharing your valuable 
local knowledge and 
being passionate about 

your community – help-
ing to make a difference 
in our area.”

To become a public rep-
resentative on the board 
you must live, work, vol-
unteer or study within the 
partnership area, and must 
be over 16 years of age.

Lee Copeland, Principal 
AAP Coordinator, said: 
“The work of the partner-
ship is driven by the sup-
port and enthusiasm of 
the board. 

“The current vacancies 
represent a good oppor-
tunity to become directly 
involved and make a 
difference in your local 
community.”

If you’re interested 
in applying, contact 
the office for an appli-
cation pack, email  
fouraap@durham.gov.uk   
or telephone 03000 
267210. The closing date 
for applications is 5pm 
on Friday 1st February.

@ferryhillandchiltonchapter
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Domestics Direct 
AppliAnce repAirs

Washing Machines, Tumble 
Dryers, Electric Cookers, 

Vacuum Cleaners, Dish Washers

free locAl cAll out

Call Darren
Daytime: 07949 905 581
Evening: 01388 721 882

SILVERCABS

07549 634 441

Local Driver
Anytime, Anywhere
Hospitals, Doctors, 

Airports, Train Station, 
Holidays, Shopping

TAXIS

ON FRIDAY 25th Janu-
ary, various youths from 
the Ferryhill and Spenn-
ymoor area attended a 
‘Prison Me No Way’ event 
at Bishop Auckland Fire 
Station. 

The session was 
arranged by PCSO 7822 
Stephenson and, for 
three hours, the youths 
engaged in a session 
around knife crime and 
the dangers of carrying 
weapons. 

The event involved real-
life stories of victims and 

PRISON ME NO WAY

The youngsters from Ferryhill and Spennymoor at Bishop 
Auckland Fire Station.

offenders who have been 
affected by knife crimes.

All of the youths said 
that they thoroughly 
enjoyed the session and 
would be keen to partici-
pate in future activities.

Given this feedback, 
another session will be 
arranged shortly.

“If you have any infor-
mation or intelligence 
that could assist police 
in knife crime investiga-
tions please contact us 
via 101,” encouraged a 
spokesperson.

off to park safely and law-
fully.

 A spokesperson said: 
“We have received com-
plaints of motorists being 
rude to elderly residents 
and blocking dipped 
kerbs or parking on path-

ways.  
“The area will be mon-

itored by officers and if 
offences are being com-
mitted they will be dealt 
with accordingly.

“Let’s keep our children 
and our community safe.”

FOLLOWING A number of 
complaints from Cleves 
Cross School and local 
residents around the 
Ravensworth Road and 
Barnard Road area, police 
would like to remind those 
who are dropping children 

POLICE REMIND PARENTS 
TO PARK RESPONSIBLY

sadors deliver talks to 
students about different 
aspects of university life. 

Students explored engi-
neering through Lego and 
tried their hand at design-
ing, building and racing 
their own vehicles in a fun 
competition against their 
peers.

Student Kaiden said: “We 
learned about friction and 
aerodynamics; it was very 
fun”, while classmate Kyle 
said: “It was good because 
we got to go in groups and 
challenge everyone else. 
It was a fight for victory. 
It was good doing some-
thing new”.

YEAR 7 students from 
Ferryhill Business and 
Enterprise College have 
had the opportunity this 
week to take part in an 
activity with student 
ambassadors from the 
North East Raising Aspi-
rations Team. 

The student ambas-

STUDENTS HAVE FUN WHILE 
RAISING ASPIRATIONS

The FBEC pupils took part in an engineering skills competition.

MEMBERS AND guests of 
Ferryhill Women’s Insti-
tute recently enjoyed an 
‘excellent’ meal out at The 
Green Tree in Tudhoe in 
celebration of the New 
Year.  

The ladies were enter-
tained by the very tal-
ented Julie Pendleton, 
who had everyone singing 
and joining in.  

 A spokesperson for the 
group said, “Thank you to 
all of the staff, especially 
Murrie, the manager at 
The Green Tree, for the 
excellent service and 

help. 
“Our next meeting will 

be held on Wednesday 
6th February in the Dean 
Bank Community Centre 
at 6.30pm, when we will 
have a talk on Painting 
and Art from Shelagh 
Brown. 

“Any of the members 
who are interested in hav-
ing a go will be able to do 
so.  

“I am looking forward to 
seeing all our members 
and guests again and 
everyone will be made 
very welcome.”

W.I. MEMBERS ENJOY NEW 
YEAR’S CELEBRATIONS
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poetry corner
Democracy at stake

By E Slater, Brooklyn Road

Our politicians, they sit in their champagne bars

Drinking the swill and smoking their cigars

Heads in the clouds, they haven’t a clue

About the working class of Britain, me and you

Turncoats of Britain, the mother of the free

They turned their backs on the 

British people and democracy

2035. The plan will then be 
submitted to Government 
ahead of an independent 
examination in public. 

This stage of the plan 
process specifically 
focuses on whether the 
plan is legally and pro-
cedurally compliant and 
sound, although feedback 
on any parts of the plan 
can be given. Everyone 
who has taken part in the 
extensive consultations 
already carried out will 
be contacted directly to 
ensure their views are 
heard.

Cllr Carl Marshall, Cabi-
net member for economic 
regeneration, said: “The 
response to the consulta-
tions so far has been fan-
tastic and residents and 
businesses from across 
the county have helped to 
shape the future of County 
Durham set out in the plan.

“We’ve now reached the 
last stage of the public 
consultation and we hope 
that everyone continues 
to have their say on a plan 
which we firmly believe 
will deliver a successful 
future for the county while 
protecting and enhanc-
ing what already makes it 
such a great place to live, 
work and visit.”

People can find out more 
about the County Durham 
Plan and how to have their 
say at www.durham.gov.
uk/future or by attending 
one of the drop-in ses-
sions. 

The council is also con-

sulting on strategies, 
developed with partners, 
which aim to tackle hous-
ing issues and provide 
support to County Dur-
ham’s homeless.

The County Durham 
Housing Strategy seeks to 
identify issues residents 
face in terms of hous-
ing and sets out ways to 
address them such as tar-
geting future actions and 
investment. This includes 
providing homes that 
meet the needs of older 
people, improving stand-
ards in the private rented 
sector, working to bring 
long term empty prop-
erties back into use and 
maximising the delivery of 
affordable homes. 

The County Durham 
Homelessness Strat-
egy aims to set out an 
approach and key actions 
towards preventing home-
lessness across the 
county over the next three 
years.

The strategy includes 
action plans for each of 
its three key aims which 
include preventing home-
lessness by early inter-
vention, increasing access 
to and supply of accom-
modation and providing a 
range of support services 
to those at risk alongside 
partner agencies.

Cllr Kevin Shaw, Cabi-
net member for strategic 
housing and assets, said: 
“The Housing Strategy 
puts people first focussing 
on raising standards in the 
private sector, delivering 
the right homes in the right 

places to meet the needs 
of all of our communities, 
and bringing more empty 
homes back into use.

“We are also committed 
to building more homes 
for the elderly and that 
new housing is of good 
quality and design whilst 
ensuring it is supported 
by the right infrastructure 
including health and edu-
cation. 

“Our approach has also 
allowed us flexibility to 
respond to any future 
funding opportunities 
as and when they may 
become available.

 “We will not only look 
to continue our work on 
preventing homeless-
ness through early inter-
vention, but by increasing 
access to supply and pro-
viding essential support 
and we are open to how 
we can improve this even 
further in the future. So 
we’d encourage everyone 
to let us know what they 
think about our plans.” 

More information about 
the strategies and how 
people can get involved 
is available at the drop-in 
sessions or online at 
http://www.durham.gov.
uk/consultation. 

All three consultations 
will run until Friday 8th 
March. 

Drop-in sessions take 
place on Monday 25th 
February, 4pm - 7pm 
at Ferryhill Dean Bank 
Institute, and Tuesday 
26th February, 4pm - 
7pm at Spennymoor 
Town Hall.

COUNTY DURHAM PLAN
FROM PAGE 1

IF YOU lose your sight, 
getting around becomes 
so much more difficult. 

Assuming buses can 
be accessed; managing 
to stop the correct one is 
an additional mountain to 
climb.

Blind Life in Durham 
arrange a number of 
activities to keep people 
with sight loss active, 
such as social meetings 
and New Age Kurling. 
However, for the activities 
to benefit people, who 
may otherwise suffer 
loneliness and depres-
sion, they need to be able 
reach the venues. 

Reaching out to the 
community for volun-
teers, a spokesperson 
for Blind Life Durham 

said: “If you can help by 
transporting people this 
would greatly help them 
and us. You would also be 
welcome to join in any of 
the activities and be part 
of the larger Blind Life in 
Durham family. 

“We pay 40 pence per 
mile to anyone willing to 
provide this valuable ser-
vice and provide training 
for guiding people with 
sight loss.  

“If you feel able to offer 
this help, please contact 
us on 01388 763501 or 
email blindlifeindurham@
gmail.com. 

“If you would like more 
information please view 
our website www.blindli-
feinduham.org.uk or give 
us a ring.”  

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS NEEDED

This  week  in  History
30 January 1969
The Beatles’ last public 
performance, on the 
roof of Apple Records 
in London. The im-
promptu concert is 
broken up by the 
police.

2 February 1461
Wars of the Roses: The 
Battle of Mortimer’s 
Cross is fought in Here-
fordshire, England.

31 January 1953
A North Sea flood 
causes over 1,800 
deaths in the Nether-
lands and over 300 in 
the United Kingdom.

3 February 1933
Adolf Hitler announces 
the expansion of Leb-
ensraum into Eastern 
Europe.

1 February 2013
The Shard, the 
tallest building in the 
European Union, is 
opened to the public.

4 February 1555
John Rogers is burned 
at the stake, becoming 
the first English Prot-
estant martyr under 
Mary I of England.

If you would like to advertise your business in The 
Chapter and any of our sister papers, contact us at:

T: 01388 775 896
M: 07909 992 731
E: chapter@swd.news

Independent publishers of the Shildon & District Town Crier, 
Bishop Press, Ferryhill & Chilton Chapter and Spennymoor News

Ferryhill & Chilton Businesses
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New Roofs, Slating, 
Tiling, Felt Roofs etc.

For all your 
roofing needs
Contact Lee

L & L Roofing Services

Mobile: 07970 381075
Home: 01740 653750

A FAMILY ticket for a 
drawing workshop with a 
famous illustrator is the 
fantastic prize on offer in 
a children’s art competi-
tion.

The competition, which 
is running across all 
County Durham libraries, 
including Ferryhill and 
Chilton, asks children to 
draw a character inspired 
by illustrator Nick Shar-
ratt.

Nick, who is best known 
for illustrating Dame Jac-
queline Wilson’s phenom-
enally popular children’s 
novels will appear at Dur-
ham’s Gala Theatre next 
month in his Right Royal 
Drawalong and there’s a 
family ticket up for grabs 
in the library contest.

To enter, children can 
pick up a special draw-
ing sheet from their local 
library, to draw their own 
Right Royal character. 
Entries must be returned 
to the library by 12 noon 
on Thursday 7th Febru-
ary to be entered into the 
prize draw. 

Nick Sharratt will pres-
ent his fun-filled Right 
Royal Drawalong at Gala 
Theatre, Durham on 
Wednesday 20th Febru-
ary at 2pm. 

The audience will join in 
as Nick teaches them how 
to sketch favourite char-
acters like Tracy Beaker 
and Timothy Pope, shar-
ing ways of creating fan-
tastic creatures like drag-
ons and unicorns, and 
giving loads of top tips.

Linda Dobson, prin-
cipal library manager, 
said: “Nick’s style is 
instantly recognisable. 
He has illustrated close 
to 260 books, including 

A ROYAL DRAWALONG
Participants can win tickets to a Nick Sharratt workshop. 

You Choose, Shark in the 
Park and Pants and has 
worked with a host of 
famous names, including 
The Gruffalo author Julia 
Donaldson, and Michael 
Rosen, author of We’re 
Going on a Bear Hunt.

“We’re delighted to be 
running this competition 
in our libraries, to comple-
ment our library activities 
such as Toddler Time, and 
free access to our fantas-
tic range of toddler books, 
children’s and teens 
titles.”

Junior borrowers can 
choose from all the cur-
rent top picks and old 
favourites by becoming a 
free library member and 
little ones can bring their 
adults along to listen to 
a story, sing a song or 
join in crafts at libraries’ 
regular Toddler Time ses-
sions. 

Find out more about 
what’s on offer in County 
Durham libraries at www.
durham.gov.uk/libraries.

Tickets for Nick 
Sharratt’s Right Royal 
Drawalong cost £10 (£8 
concession). The show 
is suitable for ages 4 and 
over and tickets are avail-
able to book online at 
www.galadurham.co.uk 
or from the box office, in 
person or on 03000 266 
600.

The donation will be 
used to support over-
heads for the building, in 
particular IT maintenance. 

Cllr Dave Farry said: “I 
was pleased to make this 
presentation on behalf of 
Ferryhill Town Council to 
the Ladder Centre which 
is a great asset to Ferry-
hill. 

“Many Ferryhill resi-
dents have benefited from 
the support on offer at the 
centre.

“This donation is 
another example of the 
Town Council’s commit-
ment to supporting local 
organisations working for 
the benefit of the commu-
nity in Ferryhill.”

FERRYHILL TOWN Coun-
cil has once again pro-
vided financial support to 
a local group that will ben-
efit residents of Ferryhill. 

The Mayor of Ferryhill, 
Councillor Dave Farry 
recently presented a 
cheque for £800 to Kath 
Merrington of Ferryhill 
LADDER Centre. 

TOWN COUNCIL SUPPORTS 
LOCAL GROUP

Kath Merrington of Ferryhill LADDER Centre receives a cheque from Ferryhill Town Council 
courtesy of TownMayor, Cllr Dave Farry.

Andrew’s Roofing
Chimney Stacks - Ridge Tile 

Repairs - Brickwork Repointed 
- Flat Roofs - Slating & Tiling - 
Felting and Pointing - Repairs 

- UPVC, Gutters, Fascias, 
Soffits & Flat Roofing Specialist

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

Damp Proofing Specialist 
Timber Treatments

Condensation Problems
Damp Surveys

30 Year Guarantee
07854 493727

www.key-interiors.co.uk

25 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE

family enjoyed holidays 
together in Arkengarth-
dale near Tan Hill, and 
when Tom retired from 
the National Coal Board 
the couple took a special 
holiday together in Hol-
land and Germany on a 
Rhine Cruise.

Tom passed away in 
1989. 

Gwen’s life was centred 
around her family and 
she stayed at home to 
care for her husband and 
children.

She was highly involved 
with the Zion Method-
ist Chapel, and in later 
life enjoyed decorating 
cakes for weddings and 
anniversaries. 

After her children were 
grown she  also took on a 
part-time role as a dinner 
lady at the old Grammar 
School on Merrington 
Road.

Gwen is blessed with 
four grandchildren, 
eleven great-grandchil-
dren and a great-great 
granddaughter, who visit 
her regularly at Tenlands 

Care Home, where she 
has lived since just March 
2018. Before moving to 
the home, she lived inde-
pendently at her bunga-
low on Windermere Road.

Gwen celebrated her 
fantastic achievement 
surrounded by her fam-
ily. She also asked that 
instead of gifts, loved 
ones make a donation 
to the Motor-neurone 
Disease Association, in 
memory of her son-in-
law, Jeff Cutting, who 
died from the disease in 
May 2018. 

GWEN CELEBRATES 100TH BIRTHDAY
FROM PAGE 1
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News

AT A meeting of Ferryhill 
Town Council held on 23rd 
January, members agreed 
to increase the town’s 
Council Tax by 2% from 
1st April 2019. 

This means an extra 
£4.43 per year (9p per 
week) for people in a Band 
D property and £2.95 per 
year (6p per week) for 
those in a Band A prop-
erty.

A spokesperson for 
Ferryhill Town Council 
stated: “In agreeing the 
increase, the council took 
into account additional 
staffing costs following 
the nationally agreed 
pay settlement, an infla-
tion rate of around 2% 
and fluctuations in utility 
costs, which are difficult 
to assess. In addition, a 
condition survey of the 
council’s assets carried 
out recently has indicated 
a significant amount of 
work which needs to be 
completed. 

“On a positive note the 

council is committed to 
increasing its profile by 
involving the commu-
nity in a variety of events 
planned during the forth-
coming year. 

“These include an 
Armed Forces Day event 
in June, music festival 
in July, summer fayre in 
August, and fireworks 
display in November, fol-
lowing the success of the 
first one held in 2018, and 
a Christmas Fayre in late 
November.

“In addition, major regen-
eration works are planned 
for Dean Bank Park fol-
lowing the improvement 
of the Surtees Doorstep 
Green which has been 
recently completed. 

“The council is commit-
ted to providing quality 
services for its commu-
nity, and will aim to secure 
value for the Council Tax 
paid by its residents.”         

For further information 
contact Ferryhill Town 
Council on 01740 652157.

FERRYHILL TOWN COUNCIL 
AGREES 2% COUNCIL TAX RISE

Do you 
have 
leaflets 
for your 
business?

The Chapter is 
delivered to 
around 
8,000 
homes
Leaflets distributed 
from just 3p each. 
Call 
(01388) 775 896 
to arrange distribution

a variety of items such as 
nappies and baby wipes. 
The sturdy box, which they 
collect from midwives 
when attending an anti-na-
tal appointment, includes 
a high quality mattress 
and  mattress cover that 
will come in useful once 
the baby arrives. Many 
families use the box as a 
travel cot or keep it at a 
grandparents house.  

Laura Hamilton, mid-
wifery team leader, said, 
“Through our regular con-
tact with mums and dads-
to-be during pregnancy, 
we encourage a healthy 
lifestyle which benefits 
mums and gives babies 
the best start in life.  Not 
smoking and having a 
good diet are just two of 
the important messages 
we share.  

“Parents also receive 
lots of information and 
advice for once baby 
arrives. The information 
from The Baby Box Co 
reinforces this and, impor-
tantly, can be done in the 
comfort of home, at their 
convenience.  

“The charity was origi-
nally set up with the aim 
of reducing sudden infant 
death syndrome, or cot 
death, by providing ante-
natal and postnatal edu-
cation and knowledge 
around areas such as safe 

sleeping.  
Sadly, it’s not known why 

some babies die suddenly 
and for no apparent rea-
son but experts do know 
placing a baby to sleep 
on their back reduces the 
risk, and allowing them 
to overheat increases the 
risk.  

Offering the Baby Box 
reinforce these important 
messages which can help 
save lives.  Families are 
overwhelmingly welcom-
ing both the online course 
and the free baby box.”

Nikki Brodhurst, who is 
expecting her first baby in 
March, said, “Pregnancy is 
such an exciting time but 
there’s lots of information 
to take in.

“The midwives have 
been great, focusing ini-
tially on making sure my 
baby and I are fine during 
pregnancy.  

“As my due date 
approaches however, the 
focus moves to when the 
baby arrives and I found 
the online course very 
helpful.  

“It had some really inter-
esting sections, some 
of which I didn’t expect, 
such as awareness of 
car seat safety standards 
and making sure my car is 
well-maintained and safe. 
Doing the course at home 
was also convenient.”

MIDWIVES ACROSS 
County Durham & Dar-
lington are encouraging 
mum’s to engage with an 
initiative from an inter-
national charity that rein-
forces some of the key 
health and safety mes-
sages for parents-to-be.

The Baby Box Co offers 
new and future parents 
online advice and informa-
tion on how to give their 
baby the healthiest start 
in life and care for them 
safely.  County Durham 
& Darlington NHS Foun-
dation Trust is one of the 
first trusts in England to 
recognise the benefits for 
parents.

The advice comes online 
in bite-size sections which 
each end in a series of 
questions to help parents 
check they’ve absorbed 
and understood what 
they’ve read.  

Developed in partnership 
with medical experts, top-
ics relate to pregnancy, 
safe sleep, breastfeeding, 
maternal mental health, 
and parenthood, as well as 
scientifically based activ-
ities for early child devel-
opment – such as brain 
developing activities to do 
with your baby.

Once all the sections 
have been completed par-
ents qualify to receive a 
free Baby Box containing 

MIDWIVES HELPING REINFORCE 
HEALTH AND SAFETY MESSAGES

Local midwives with the Baby Box, which is available to expectant mothers on the completion 
of an online ‘parenting course’.


