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AT THE latest meeting of 
Shildon Town Council, on 
Monday 10th December, 
members agreed to pro-
posals to reschedule the 
January 2019 Ordinary 
Council Meeting. 

The meeting was orig-
inally scheduled to take 
place on Monday 14th 
January but will now take 
place instead on Monday 
21st January. 

In a report to the meet-
ing, the Town Clerk 
explained: “At present 
a draft budget is being 
prepared by the Finance 
Officer and will be circu-
lated to Members before 
the Christmas holiday 
period to provide enough 
time to review the report 
and budget proposals.

“A special Meeting of the 
Resources Committee is 
to be held on Thursday, 
3rd January at 6.30pm in 
the Town Council Cham-
ber when members will 
have the opportunity to 
consider a draft budget 
and precept requirement 
for 2019/20.

“It is recommended that 
Members approve the 
re-scheduled meeting be 
held on Monday 21st Jan-
uary 2019 in order to pro-
vide a period of time for 
any budget adjustments 
and financial reports to 
be prepared.”

TOWN COUNCIL 
RESCHEDULES 
JANUARY 
MEETING

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

SHOWADDYWADDY, THE 
1970s hit pop group, will 
headline at this year’s 
Shildon Live - the new 
family event to replace 
Shildonbury. 

Northern Productions 

Ltd are now the sole 
organisers of the event, 
with the backing of Shil-
don Town Council.

All acts are confirmed 
for 2019 with 1970s and 
80s soul and disco act 

Odyssey providing the 
main support. 

‘The Greatest Rock & 
Roll Band In The World’ 
is a bold statement, but 
Showaddywaddy has 
lived up to that title for the 

last four decades.
Formed in the 1970s in 

Leicester from several 
local bands, they have 
sold more than 20 million 

SHOWADDYWADDY AT SHILDON LIVE
Showaddywaddy will be the headline act at this year’s Shildon Live - the new brand name for Shildonbury. 

www.hackettandbaines.co.uk

EST 1898

hackettandbaines@btconnect.com

4’ 6” DOUBLE DIVAN
With Two Drawers 
FREE Headboard 
FREE Delivery
 
Limited OfferPark right outside our showroom and shop at your leisure!

47-49 Main Street, Shildon, DL4 1AF • 01388 772671  |  30-31 Bondgate, Darlington, DL3 7JJ • 01325 463303  |  Mon-Fri 9am - 5pm • Sat 9am - 4pm

Free Delivery

Electric Adjustable  
Bed Ranges
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now
£299

BEDROOM FURNITURE
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SEND US YOUR STORIES

If you have a story you 
would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
We are especially 
interested in good

news, be it personal 
achievements, local 

fundraising, community 
service or any other 

positive stories. Call us on 
01388 775896 or email 

spenny@swd.news

DISCLAIMER

Shildon & District Town 
Crier cannot be

held responsible for 
advertisers offering
goods or services. 

As a general rule we would
advise anyone not to 
part with any money

until an order has been 
completed to your

full satisfaction. 
All information is correct,

to the best of our 
knowledge, at the time of

printing. 
Shildon & District Town 

Crier accepts articles in
good faith and takes 
no responsibility for

errors and/or omissions.

You can read our 
sister papers online:

www.swd.news/chapter
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SHOWADDYWADDY AND 
ODYSSEY AT SHILDON LIVE 
records and have toured 
all corners of the world 
extensively.

Their live show is 
dynamic and uplifting, 
featuring all of their big-
gest hits, many of which 
reached number one in 
the pop charts of Europe. 

The Shildon audience 
will be treated to famous 
tracks such as Under The 
Moon of Love, Three Steps 
to Heaven, Hey Rock & 
Roll, When, Blue Moon, 
Pretty Little Angel Eyes 
and many more when the 
band take the stage on 
Sunday 26th May.

“We will continue to 

deliver a family friendly 
festival, and give people a 
varied selection of music, 
including local musi-
cians,” said a spokesper-
son for the festival.

The new website and 
Facebook page for the 
festival are almost ready, 
tickets will go on sale in 
the New Year.

FROM PAGE 1

Odyssey were one of the most successful soul and disco acts of the 1970s and early 80s. 

BirthdaysIn Memoriam

Classifieds
Classifieds cost 42p per 
word + £7.20 for an optional 
photograph. For more 
information call 01388 775896 
or email crier@swd.news.

Services
House Plans & Extensions
01325 300646 / 07795 965 670

Loved and remembered 
always,

Mary, Ann and  
all the family

xxx

Eleanor Barnes
Died 15.12.09

If wishes could be granted
My only wish would be
To have you here again
The way it used to be

Audrey Fitzgerald
18.12.13

Your loving husband
Dave

Five years have passed by 
Since you went away,

But this old heart of mine 
Is missing you more and 

more each day

Audrey Fitzgerald
18.12.13

By all your loving family

Loved and missed always

Birthday Memories

David Banks
It doesn’t take a birthday
To remind me, son, of you

You’re on my mind
You’re in my heart

To stay my whole life 
through

Birthdays

Paul Humble
14th December

Lots of love from 
Mam & family

Happy 50th Birthday Paul

50!

Susan Boddy
15th December

Love you loads,
Mam and all your family

xxx

To my lovely daughter Sue 
on your 60th Birthday

Enjoy your night

60!

Christmas 
Messages

Why not send Seasons Greetings to your loved 
ones, or Christmas memories to those no longer 
with us with a message in The Crier?

Classifieds cost 42p per word, plus £7.20 for an 
optional photograph.

The Christmas edition of The Crier will be 
distributed from Thursday 20th December. 

The deadline for submissions for this issue will 
be noon on TUESDAY 18th DECEMBER.

You can submit your messages by calling in to our 
office on the first floor of Shildon Town Council 
or you can send them via email to:

crier@swd.news before the same deadline.
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BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01740 623333
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE
FREE

MEASURE & FITTING 

buy direct from the 
factory and save

www.siestablinds.com
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 Birth   To Let
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Civic Hall Square, Shildon, DL4 1AH 
Please note: All prices include VAT at standard rate.
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(if yes, please include a stamped addressed envelope if you would like your picture returning)
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Address: .....................................................................................
...................................................................................................
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rick Robinson for provid-
ing technical support to 
both the Christmas event 
and Civic Carol Service, 
which took place on Sun-
day evening.

“Thanks are also 
extended to the local 
police who provided sup-
port at the event, helping 
to keep us all safe and 
sound on the night and 
to all the entertainers 
and volunteers who made 
the night very special for 
everyone.

“Last but not least, 

a huge thank you is 
reserved for Santa who 
greeted many, many 
children who had waited 
patiently to see him, sup-
ported by Elf and Safety, 
the council’s Elves. 

“We hope that everyone 
who attended the Christ-
mas tree switch on and 
Festive Family Fun event 
had a wonderful night 
and finally we would like 
to  wish the residents of 
Shildon a Merry Christ-
mas and a Happy New 
Year.”

SHILDON TOWN Council 
would like to extend its 
thanks to all residents and 
families who attended 
last Friday night’s ‘Christ-
mas Tree switch-on 
event’ (7th December) in 
the Town Square and  the 
Festive Family Fun at Shil-
don Civic Hall.

A spokesperson said: 
“Special thanks to Nel-
lies Nursery’s Manager, 
Donna and all her staff 
for looking after Santa 
before the switch-on and 
to Josh Railton and Der-

CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTS SWITCH ON
Santa is immediately mobbed by excited children on his appearance in Shildon on Friday.

SHILDON & Dene Valley 
Labour Party held a social 
event in November at Shil-
don Football Club where, 
during a Darts and Dom-
ino Handicap, a total of 
£156 was raised from a 
raffle and auction. 

The organiser of the 
event, Councillor Shirley 
Quinn said: “I would like 
to thank all those who 
attended, donated prizes 
and especially thank Nor-
man and Peter from the 
clubhouse for making it a 
brilliant night.”

The Labour group 
decided to split the 
money raised between 
the three primary schools 
in Shildon, namely Timo-
thy Hackworth, Thornhill 
and St John’s.

A presentation was held 
and each school received 
a cheque for £52 each.

LABOUR PARTY FUNDRAISER 
DONATES TO LOCAL SCHOOLS

Members of Shildon & Dene Valley Labour Party enjoy a 
fundraising night at Shildon Football Club.

Cllr Quinn added: “Mrs 
Bolton, head teacher at 
Timothy Hackworth Pri-
mary School informed 
us that, through the 
Children’s Voice of 

their Rights Respecting 
School, the children have 
asked for the donation to 
be spent on equipment 
in the yard so that all can 
enjoy during play times.”

Santa will be visiting the Town 
Square on Friday 21st December 
from 11.00am till 1.00pm.
Be sure to visit him with your letters!

SANTA  
IN  THE TOWN  SQUARE
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NAYLORS AERIALS

£45

01388 720994

From
Just

Quality Materials Used

TV AERIALS 

Supplied & Fitted
Damp Proofing Specialist 

Timber Treatments
Condensation Problems

Damp Surveys
30 Year Guarantee

07854 493727
www.key-interiors.co.uk

25 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE

JB JOINERY
All aspects of joinery 
& home improvement 
services undertaken

Free Estimates
Call John on 

07814 965 317
JB Joinery

Check4life
Are you aged 40-74?

Find our your risk of developing heart 
disease, stroke, type 2 diabetes or 
kidney disease with a check4life 

health check. Then get personalised advice to reduce the 
risks. Visit your GP or have a check4life health check in a 
community venue such as your local pharmacy or leisure 

centre where you can see the check4life logo

0191 569 2860

many aspects of collage 
and you will have the 
chance to create your 
own designs with amaz-
ing results. 

“Why not come along 
to this friendly class and 
learn a new skill in a lovely 
environment?  

“The ten-week course 
starts on Tuesday 15th 
January and will be 
held from 6:30pm until 
8:30pm. Costing just £50 
for the full course, the fee 
also includes all materi-
als.”

Anyone interested in 
viewing Sharron’s artwork 
can find it currently on 
display in the Greenfield 
Gallery alongside the art 
and crafts of fellow crea-

tives who form part of the 
creative forum.

The exhibition Sharing 
Inspiration: An Appoint-
ment with Creativity will 
run until Wednesday 2nd 
January and, as the title 
suggests, is an inspira-
tion to others.

To find out more about 
the college’s full pro-
gramme and the many 
opportunities available, 
visit their website or con-
tact their friendly team.

It is also possible to 
book online using the 
simple online form which 
can be found at green-
field-arts.co.uk.

For enquiries, call 01325 
379048 or email info@
greenfield-arts.co.uk.

GREENFIELD ARTS 
have announced their 
new 2019 programme 
which has a range of arts 
courses, learning oppor-
tunities, exhibitions and 
creative projects.

As part of the new sea-
son the popular Exploring 
Collage is due to return in 
the new year.   

The course is led by 
mixed media artist, Shar-
ron Bates, who will be on 
hand to guide students 
through the skills and 
techniques involved in 
this beautiful art form. 
Students will learn to 
blend materials to create 
exciting original images. 

A spokesperson said: 
“The course will cover 

GET CREATIVE AT GREENFIELD ARTS
Creativity and Collage is one of the many courses on offer at Greenfield Arts next year.

STAFF AND students at 
Bishop Auckland College 
are supporting a North 
East charity which is pro-
viding Christmas hampers 
to needy families.

The college has agreed 
to be a collection point 
for donations from staff 
and students and is also 
allowing Feeding Fami-
lies to use its sports hall 
to put together hampers 
for distribution across the 
region.

The Bishop Auck-
land based charity was 
launched in 2016 by NHS 
worker Juliet Sanders, 
when the first six hampers 
were delivered to families 
struggling to cover the 
extra expense of Christ-
mas.

An appeal on social 
media the following year 
generated more than 200 
responses, and the grand-
mother-of-six co-ordi-
nated the delivery of over 
700 hampers.

Feeding Families is now 
a regionwide operation, 
with 19 collection points 
from Ashington to Dar-
lington. The charity’s new 
website enables people 
to both arrange to donate 
food parcels and apply for 

COLLEGE SUPPORTS CHRISTMAS 
HAMPER DONATION CAMPAIGN

Debbie Richardson, Volunteer Coordinator with Feeding 
Families, with L3 Performing Arts student Megan Pollitt, 16, 
of Bishop Auckland and HND Performing Arts student Will 
Waites, 20, of Shildon.

a hamper.
The college is collecting 

donations from staff and 
students of non-perisha-
ble food items including 
tinned fruit, vegetables, 
meat and soup, tea and 
coffee, Christmas pud-
ding, custard and mince 
pies, as well as toiletries.

Staff and students will 
also be helping to pack 
hampers from Friday (14th 
December) until Monday 
at the college.

Natalie Davison-Ter-
ranova, Principal and 
Chief Executive of Bishop 
Auckland College, said: 
“This is a fantastic local 
charity which is working 
extremely hard, with the 
support of an army of vol-
unteers and the extremely 
generous North East pub-
lic, to help struggling fami-
lies enjoy Christmas.

“We are very keen to 
support Feeding Families, 
helping them to distribute 
as many hampers as pos-
sible between now and 
Christmas.”

For more information 
about Feeding Families, 
visit feedingfamilies.org.
uk or email info@feeding 
families.org.uk or find the 
charity on Facebook.

SHILDON TOWN Council 
will close for the holidays 
at 4.30pm on Friday 21st 
December. The office will 
reopen in the new year 
on Wednesday 2nd Janu-
ary with revised opening 
times (see opposite).

COUNCIL 
CHRISTMAS 
CLOSURETIMOTHY HACKWORTH 

Primary School Christ-
mas Fair takes place on 
Friday 14th December at 
2.45pm. 

There will be lots of 
stalls, refreshments, 
entertainment and Santa 
will be in his Grotto.  
Everyone is welcome. 

CHRISTMAS FAIR AT 
TIMOTHY HACKWORTH

facebook.com/
shildontowncrier



5

Friday 14th December 2018 For more news from Shildon and across South West Durham visit: www.swd.news

Education in Shildon
Whilst I disagree with Mr Thornley’s letter regarding the 
perceived state of the facilities that this town has to offer its 
residents, I respect his opinion.
As an educationalist of more than 40 years - teaching up to 
and including university - I feel that I must respond to his 
comments regarding education.
His antediluvian approach to this vitally important and 
decisive stage in the development and future employment 
opportunities for our young people are disturbing. His 
comments suggest to the young people of this town that 
formal education is not important whereas it is vital!
Employers and further education programme directors 
require that a basic education is necessary for a young person 
to be successful on developmental programmes.
Without this basic formal education as a pathway to 
development, our young people will never be able to aspire 
to their full potential.
It is our societal duty to ensure that our young people get the 
best formal education possible and to recognise that this is a 
combined effort between parents, teachers and pupils.
With the removal of the final two years of the basic GCSE 
programme to Aycliffe, I do not feel that this town is promoting 
the importance of education to our young people and as such 
this town will not attract young professional people - essential 
to develop Shildon - to live here.

WF Langley, Shildon.

Letters to the Editor...
Email: crier@swd.news stating ‘Letter’ in the subject line.
Write to: Letters, Shildon & District Town Crier, 3-4 First 
Floor Offices, Shildon Town Council, Shildon DL4 1AH.
All letters (including emails) must include the writer’s name, 
address, postal code and contact number and may be edited.
The maximum length for letters is 200 words.

home to see Santa, Olaf 
and Anna. 

“We raised over £550 
which will be donated to 
the residents’ fund,” said 
Administrator, Tracey 
Hamilton. 

“We would like to say a 
huge thank you to every-
one from the local com-
munity who came to the 
fair and helped make 
the day a success,” she 
added.

HOLLY LODGE Care 
Home in Shildon had their 
Christmas Fair on Satur-
day (8th December).

The day proved to be a 
huge success with plenty 
of visitors arriving at the 

CHRISTMAS FAIR AT HOLLY LODGE
Santa, Olaf and Anna were at Holly Lodge Care home to greet visitors to their Christmas Fair.

A SMALL number of 
copies of books by local 
authors are available at 
the Town Crier office and 
would make ideal gifts for 
Christmas stockings. 

Shildon: The World’s 
First Railway Town by Ger-
ald Slack documents Shil-
don’s early history and 
argues that New Shildon 
owed its very existence to 
the arrival of the railways.

The book is priced at 
£10 and the final remain-
ing copies, signed and 
numbered by the author, 
are exclusively available 
from the Town Crier.

Also available are two 
books by Mia Thomas: 
Our Journey and Shildon: 
Not Forgotten.

LOCAL BOOKS AT THE CRIER
The first documents the 

lives of Shildonians as 
they travel through 200 
years of industrial revolu-
tion from the beginnings 
of the railways.

The second documents 
many of the significant 
families who helped Shil-
don grow, as well as the 
soldiers who went away 
to war to help protect the 
town and the nation.

A very limited number of 
both books are available, 
both priced at £12.

The Town Crier office, 
which is open Monday to 
Friday from 9am until 6pm  
will be open until 5pm on 
Friday 21st December for 
anyone looking for a last 
minute stocking filler. 

@ShildonCrier

Andrew’s Roofing
Chimney Stacks - 

Ridge Tile Repairs - New Roofs - 
Flat Roofs - Slating & Tiling - 

Felting and Pointing - Repairs 
UPVC, Gutters, Fascias, Soffits 

& Flat Roofing Specialist

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

AT THE latest meeting 
of Shildon Town Coun-
cil, members agreed to 
proposals to amend the 
council’s opening times. 

At present, the council 
offices are open on week-
days from 9am until 5pm 
but under the new propos-
als, the offices will open 
on Mondays to Thursdays 
from 8.30am until 4.30pm 
and on Fridays will open 

from 8.30am until 4pm.
The report of the Town 

Clerk, presented to the 
meeting, explained the 
rationale for the change: 
“The reason for the 
revised hours,” it said, 
“is to accommodate cli-
ents who visit the Council 
Offices on their way to 
School or work as we are 
experiencing a number of 
residents waiting when 

we arrive for work and low 
activity at the end of the 
day.

“All staff concerned 
have been approached 
and are agreeable with the 
revised timing structure.”

The new opening hours 
will be implemented when 
the Town Council reopens  
on 2nd January after 
the festive season (see 
oppsite).

REVISED OPENING TIMES FOR TOWN COUNCIL
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Domestics Direct 
AppliAnce repAirs

Washing Machines, Tumble 
Dryers, Electric Cookers, 

Vacuum Cleaners, Dish Washers

free locAl cAll out

Call Darren
Daytime: 07949 905 581
Evening: 01388 721 88207760 886 769

All aspects of internal 
and external plastering 
covered. Damp proofing 
specialist. Call today for 

your free quotation

LJL Plastering  
Services 

performing on the night 
and from both audience 
reaction and feedback 
afterwards everyone 
had a really enjoyable 
evening.

“The Nativity story in 
rhyme was great fun 
whilst still relaying the 
real  message of Christ-
mas and provided a won-
derful start to the season.   

“Over £470 was raised 
for church funds, which 
will enable us to continue 

lots of amazing toys and 
gifts to bring joy to fami-
lies who need a helping 
hand this Christmas,” 
said Paula.

“Instead of buying each 
other cards and gifts the 
staff made the decision  
to collect money and buy 

maintaining  our wonder-
ful premises for the  bene-
fit of the local community.

“We have lots going on 
and all are welcome. For 
more information visit our 
website at www.shildon 
methodistchurch.org.

“Once again many 
thanks to everyone in our 
community for their sup-
port and may we take this 
opportunity to wish you 
all a blessed and peaceful 
Christmas.”

MEMBERS OF Shildon 
Methodist Church took 
to the stage on Friday  
7th December as they 
presented their Rhyming 
Nativity to a public audi-
ence.

A spokesperson for the 
church said: “Thanks 
to everyone who came 
along and supported our 
Rhyming Nativity on Fri-
day evening.  

“The cast had a great 
time both rehearsing and 

COMMUNITY PROJECT 
Manager at Shildon Alive, 
Paula Nelson thanked the 
staff from Thornhill Pri-
mary School on behalf of 
the Shildon Alive team for 
their generous Christmas 
spirit.

“The staff have donated 

METHODISTS’ RHYMING NATIVITY

THORNHILL STAFF THANKED FOR 
GENEROUS CHRISTMAS SPIRIT

Shildon Methodist Church present Rhyming Nativity.

Shildon Alive were delighted to receive a generous donation of toys and gifts from the staff 
of Thornhill Primary School.  

DISCOVER THE secrets 
of the written past on a 
course that shows how to 
read historic writing.  

Led by one of Durham 
County Record Office’s 
archivists the course 
introduces people to pal-
aeography, the study of 
old handwriting. 

The study of palaeogra-
phy is invaluable for any 
family or local historian 
who would like to broaden 
their knowledge and read 
original records more 
easily.

The course will have 
a practical focus, with 
plenty of chance to hone 
the newfound skills by 
working on guided exam-
ples with the tutor.

The course comprises 
four sessions, which may 
be booked individually or 
as a full course. 

There are morning, 
10am till 12 noon, and 
evening, 6pm till 8pm, 
options for each session 
on the following days:
• Thursday, 10th Janu-

ary 2019: 19th Century 
handwriting;

• Monday, 17th January – 
18th Century handwrit-
ing;

UNCOVER THE SECRETS OF 
HISTORIC HANDWRITING 

Mark Jervis, archivist and course tutor, with some archives 
held at the Record Office.

• Monday, 24th January – 
Secretary Hand (16/17th 
Centuries);

• Monday, 31st January – 
Court Hand (16th-17th 
Centuries)
The sessions cost £12 

each or £40 for all four. 
Places must be booked 
in advance as there are a 
limited number. 

Demand is expected to 
be high so it is advisable 
to book now to avoid dis-
appointment.

Mark Jervis, archivist, 
said: “Handwriting can so 
often deter local or family 
historians from delving 
deeper into the archives, 
but it doesn’t have to. 

“The course aims to 
break down this barrier 
by showing you the letter 
forms and explaining how 
documents are struc-
tured.”

For further information 
or to book, visit the record 
office shop at recordoffic-
eshop.durham.gov.uk/. 

Christmas gift vouchers 
that can be used for the 
Introduction to Palaeog-
raphy course, or the Fam-
ily History for Beginners 
course, can be purchased 
by calling 03000 267626.

gifts for families in Shil-
don.

“I was happy to explain 
to the pupils of Thornhill 
how much these dona-
tions mean to our com-
munity and would like to 
thank the staff for their 
kindness and generosity.”



7

Friday 14th December 2018 For more news from Shildon and across South West Durham visit: www.swd.news

HUMBLES GARAGE
01388 778070  |  07778 117 778

1 ROBSON STREET SHILDON, DL4 1EB

WE ARE NOW CLOSED ON SATURDAYS

MOTs - MOTORBIKES, 
CARS AND VANS

SERVICING
TYRES

EXHAUSTS

Security
Marking Advice

Operation

aims to reduce and remove opportunities
for  theft as the nights get darker.

�

��
�

�

�

�

�

�

L30-18 (B)

Saturday 22nd December 2018, 12pm - 4pm
Shildon Police Station, Main Road
Shildon, DL4 1AJ

Come and meet your local Neighbourhood Policing Team. Officers from
the Shildon Beat Team will be on hand to offer advice and to answer any
questions you may have about your local area. This is an opportunity to
meet your Neighbourhood Sergeant Matt Plumb and raise any concerns
you may have with him. The team will be offering crime prevention advice
as well as utilising the force dot peen machine which is a security
marking device that can be used on anything from steel to plastic.

• Meet Your Local Neighbourhood Sergeant
• Crime Prevention Advice
• Op-Spoke - Bike Marking
• Property Marking - Tools, Bikes, Phones,

Game Consoles
• Get to Look Around a Police Vehicle
• Try on some police gear!

the residents.
“THE RESIDENTS thor-
oughly enjoyed listening 
to the children and having 
a chat with them after,” 
said a spokesperson. 

“We would like to say 
a huge thank you to the 
children for coming in 
and getting everyone in 
the Christmas spirit,” she 
added.

HOLLY LODGE Care Home 
were delighted to receive 
a visit from the children 
of Timothy Hackworth 
School who went along to 
sing Christmas carols for 

PUPILS SING CAROLS FOR RESIDENTS
Pupils from Timothy Hackworth Primary School visited Holly Lodge to sing Christmas carols.

A CHRISTMAS food 
safety campaign is 
encouraging people to 
make sure their festive 
feast is one to remember 
for all the right reasons.

Durham County Council 
is working with the Food 
Standards Agency to 
share key messages from 
its national Season’s Eat-
ings campaign, advising 
people how to prepare 
and cook their Christmas 
meal in a hygienic and 
safe way.

A bout of festive food 
poisoning is never fun, but 
it can also have serious 
consequences, especially 
for children, people who 
are already in ill-health 
and older people. 

From chilling to cooking 
and cleaning to avoiding 
cross-contamination, the 
campaign offers advice 
and tips for staying healthy 
and well this Christmas:
• When Christmas food 

shopping, take suffi-
cient bags with you so 

that you can separate 
out raw and ready-
to-eat foods to avoid 
cross-contamination.

• Check the guidance on 
your turkey, or other 
bird, to ensure you have 
enough time to fully 
defrost it – it could take 
as much as 4 days.

• Don’t wash raw meat; 
it just splashes germs 
onto your hands, 
clothes, utensils and 
worktops.

• To work out the cooking 
time for your bird, check 
the instructions on the 
packaging. Check that 
the meat is steaming 
hot throughout, there 
is no pink meat visible 
when you cut into the 
thickest part and meat 
juices run clear.

• You can use previously 
cooked and frozen tur-
key to make a new meal, 
such as a turkey curry. 
This new meal can be 
frozen, but make sure 
you only reheat it once.

SEASON’S EATINGS

WITH THE festive sea-
son now in full swing, 
St John’s Church has a 
packed programme of 
events at this important 
time of year for the Chris-
tian church. 

On Sunday, Decem-
ber 16th, Nine Lessons 
and Carols with Tree of 
Remembrance will take 
place at 6pm.

This is a service of tra-
dition, candlelight, and 
those old favourite carols 
to remember the joys of 
Christmas past and place 
the names of loved ones 
on the Tree of Remem-
brance.

Christmas Songs of 
Praise will take place at 
6pm on Sunday Decem-
ber 23rd, singing all the 
favourites with mulled 

wine and mince pies 
being served.

On Christmas Eve, vis-
itors are encouraged to 
arrive early to ensure a 
seat at the Family Nativity 
Service which begins at 
4pm. Bring the children 
in costume; shepherds, 
kings and angels are all 
welcome!

Then, at 11.30pm on 
Christmas Eve, there will 
be Midnight Mass to see 
in Christmas morning by 
sharing together in the 
true meaning of the sea-
son.

Finally, on Christmas 
Day, Christmas Com-
munion will be at 9:30am 
where the congregation 
will be breaking bread 
together on Christmas 
morning.

CHRISTMAS AT ST JOHN’S
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SHILDON AFC FIXTURES
Saturday 15th December

Home v Consett

Tuesday 18th December
Away v Newton Aycliffe  

(Durham Challenge Cup, Second Round)

Saturday 22nd December
Away v Stockton Town

Wednesday 26th December
Away v Newton Aycliffe (1pm)

Weekday Matches KO 7.30pm, Saturday Matches KO 3pm. 
Please note: Match dates and times are subject to change. 

Please check online at 
www.shildonafc.com/fixtures-results/

for real-time fixtures and results.

But it was the visitors 
who eventually found the 
route to goal five min-
utes before the break 
when captain, Ben Trotter 
opened the scoring, fire-
ing home from the edge 
of the box after a Matty 
Robson cross was only 
half cleared. 

But the Railwaymen 
were unable to see the 
half through and allowed 
the home side back onto 
level terms when Aidan 

Heywood put through his 
own goal. 

Shildon could have 
regained the lead early 
in the second half, but 
Nathan Steele was 
unlucky to see his effort 
come back off the post. 

It was as close as Shil-
don would come to a win-
ner and it was the home 
side who were left the 
happier after securing 
just their fourth positive 
result of the season.

ROCK BOTTOM Penrith 
AFC, who have yet to win a 
game this season, picked 
up just their 4th point of 
the campaign after 17 
games when they held 
Shildon to a 1-1 draw at 
The Frenchfield Stadium 
on Saturday (8th Decem-
ber).

The result sees Shildon 
drop another place in the 
table to 11th and are with-
out a win in their last five 
league games ahead of 
the arrival of high flying 
Consett at the weekend.

As expected, Shildon 
started the game on the 
front foot and Penrith 
‘keeper, Tom Fowler was 
kept busy from the outset, 
saving twice in the open-
ing five minutes from mid-
fielder, David Palmer. 

Strong claims for a Shil-
don penalty were waved 
away in the seventh min-
ute and Palmer again 
came close as the Rail-
waymen laid seige to the 
beleagured home club’s 
goalmouth.

Penrith, however, grad-
ually made their way into 
the game and came close 
twice midway through the 
half, Shaun Newbrook 
warming his palms to tip 
over a header in the 22nd 
minute. 

BOTTOM CLUB HOLD SHILDON
Shildon captain, Ben Trotter’s opening goal would not be enough to secure a win against 
bottom side Penrith. Photo: Tom Clegg.

GYM USERS in Shildon 
can get more for their 
money this December 
with three months free 
membership at Durham 
County Council leisure 
centres, including Shildon 
Sunnydale Leisure Centre.

Customers signing up 
before 31st December 
will receive 15 months 
for the price of 12 on an 
annual gym member-
ship, which includes a 
one-to-one appointment, 
access to the gym, free 
swimming, a personal 
programme and a range 
of fitness classes.

Andrew Brown, principal 
physical activity officer, 
said: “Everyone needs a 
little bit of an extra incen-

tive to get out and exer-
cise during the winter, so 
that’s why we have the 
offer of 15 months for 
the price of 12, encourag-
ing people to get active 
and start achieving their 
health and fitness goals. 

“As well as taking advan-
tage of the offer, custom-
ers can tailor their work-
outs to fit their lifestyle as 
all of our memberships 
include multi-site use.”

The offer applies to 
annual memberships, 
which must be paid for 
upfront and can be bought 
online at durham.gov.uk/
leisurecentres or in person 
from any of the participat-
ing Durham County Coun-
cil leisure centres.

LEISURE CENTRES OFFER AN 
EARLY CHRISTMAS GIFT

THERE WAS no jackpot 
winner after Shildon AFC 
Supporters’ Club’s latest 
lottery draw on Sunday 9th 
December. The six num-
bers drawn were: 1, 2, 4, 5, 

LOTTERY LATEST
8 and 13. The £25 conso-
lation prize was won by A 
Mulley. This week, players 
must match 6 numbers 
from 12 to win a £750 jack-
pot prize.

AFTER A successful 
sponsored Gin Trail 
by Shildon AFC fans, 
organiser Sue Charlton 
presented a cheque for 
£916.66 to Shildon AFC 
Chairman, David Dent and 
player-manager, Daniel 
Moore earlier this month. 

SHILDON RAISE A GLASS TO 
SUE AFTER FUNDRAISER

Shildon AFC Chairman, David Dent with Sue Charlton and 
player-manager, Daniel Moore. 

Sue also presented two 
further cheques for the 
same amount to Diabetes 
UK and the James Cook 
Prosthetic Limb Centre.

Mr Dent said: “Many 
thanks to Sue for all her 
efforts and also everyone 
that sponsored her.”


