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LOCAL COUNCILLORS 
and Bishop Auckland MP, 
Helen Goodman, have 
expressed dismay at 
news that County Durham 
and Darlington NHS Foun-
dation Trust (CDDFT) is 
consulting on propos-
als to close Ward Six at 
Bishop Auckland General 
Hospital.

The 24-bed ward looks 
after patients who no 
longer require doctor care 

but are not ready to go 
home.

Cllr Sam Zair has chal-
lenged the Trust to ‘come 
clean’, saying that he has 
spoken to several mem-
bers of staff who will be 
affected by the closure.

Cllr Zair claims he has 
been told that the clo-
sure is a ‘done deal’ and 
that the Trust has already 
scheduled the ward to be 
shut on November 12th.

“I have been told that the  
ward will stop taking new 
admissions on 31st Octo-
ber and closure is ear-
marked for 12th Novem-
ber,” said Cllr Zair, adding, 
“If that’s not true, then let 
the Trust confirm it is not 
the case.”

At the time of going to 
press, CDDFT had not  
yet responded to Bishop 
Press’s questions. 

Local and Durham 

County Councillor, Joy 
Allen,  who is a member of 
the Council of Governors 
at CDDFT said: “This news 
will come as another body 
blow to the staff, resi-
dents and service users of 
Bishop Auckland Hospital 
who have been calling for 
more services to be deliv-
ered at this modern hos-
pital.

Fears are growing for the long term future of Bishop Auckland Hospital as County Durham and Darlington NHS Foundation Trust 
announce a consultation into the closure of 24-bed Ward Six.                    Photo: © Pit-yacker / Wikimedia Commons / CC-BY-SA-3.0 / GFDL.

FEARS FOR BISHOP AUCKLAND 
HOSPITAL AS WARD SET TO CLOSE

FORTY-TWO DRIVERS 
were caught using their 
mobile phones while driv-
ing during a week-long 
campaign recently. 

Police across Cleveland 
and Durham carried out 
‘Operation Ringtone’ as 
part of a national a clamp-
down on drivers using 
their mobile phones.

The campaign spanned 
the week from September 
17th. 

Drivers using a phone 
whilst at the wheel now 
receive six points and a 
£200 fine. 

Inspector Jonathan Mal-
colm, from the Cleveland 
and Durham Specialist 
Operations Unit, said: “It 
is always disappointing 
to find that anyone has 
risked their life and the 
lives of other innocent 
road users. 

“Whether drivers are 
making calls, texting or 
going online, the risk is all 
the same, and the chance 
of a collision is 25 times 
higher. 

“We will continue these 
operations to identify 
offenders and we will edu-
cate wherever we can.

“Being distracted at the 
wheel is one of the four 
main contributory factors 
in fatal or serious road 
traffic collisions and it is 
an unnecessary risk to 
take.” 

FORTY-TWO 
DRIVERS 
CAUGHT USING 
MOBILE PHONES

www.hackettandbaines.co.uk

EST 1898

hackettandbaines@btconnect.com

47-49 Main Street, Shildon, DL4 1AF • 01388 772671 •
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm  •  Sat 9am-4pm

COMPETITIVE PRICES

BIG SIZE MENSWEAR  2XL TO 8XL
Park right outside 

our showroom 
and shop at 
your leisure!

SUITS
SHIRTS

TROUSERS
LONG TIES
T-SHIRTS
SHORTS

CARGO TROUSERS
JEANS

EVERYTHING FOR 
THE LARGE MAN
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SEND US YOUR STORIES

If you have a story you 
would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
We are especially 
interested in good

news, be it personal 
achievements, local 

fundraising, community 
service or any other 

positive stories. Call us on 
01388 775896 or email 

bishop@swd.news
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THE KING’S BALTI
187 newgate street, bishop 

auckland, 01388 604222 / 605222
The original and best Award Winning Tandoori & 
Balti Takeaway - superb Indian Cuisine every time! 

NEW SPECIAL MENU AVAILABLE

We also have a well-established Delivery Service 
all around Bishop Auckland
Why not order by phone? 

It’s much faster than Just Eat and Hungry Horse
Fast, Friendly Service

Established over 20 years

Newly refurbished premises

meikles
solicitors
FAMILY  CHILDREN  WILLS 

 PROBATE  LPAs  LITIGATION
MENTAL  HEALTH

EMPLOYMENT  
CONVEYANCING

CRIMINAL 
YOUR LOCAL 

LEGAL EXPERTS
01388 451 122

Services
House Plans & Extensions
01325 300646 / 07795 965 670

Petite Heat
Female Plumbing & 

Heating Services

Appliance Maintenance 
Servicing, Landlord Gas 

Safety Checks, Boiler 
Servicing & Repairs

Tel Nicola: 
01740 656331
07841 291779

petiteheat74@aol.com

Cllr Joy Allen said: “I have 
to thank all the residents 
who have worked with us 
to make this happen.  

“Whilst on a site visit, 
I staggered to see how 
many different services 
user groups regularly use 
the path, which I’m led to 
believe was given over to 
the council following the 
closure of the railway line 
in the late 1950’s.” 

David Rooney, a local 
resident said: “I was left 
angry when the entrance 
was blocked off but I’m 
very  glad it has now be 

reopened.”
One older resident, Doug 

Hilton said: “I’m delighted 
there’s now a disabled 
parking bay as it was pre-
viously a steep walk for 
me if I didn’t get one of the 
first spots.” 

Cllr Charlie Kay said: 
“This popular route is now 
part of the National Cycle 
Network, (route NCN175) 
and we want it be used 
and enjoyed all year and 
ensure that it remains in 
public ownership. 

“We are now considering 
all the options available to 
us such as Public Rights 
of Way and to secure the 
return of the scenic pic-
nic facilities that many 
visitors and cyclists, like 
myself, have previously 
enjoyed.”

LOCAL COUNCILLORS 
and residents are cele-
brating after success-
fully lobbying their local 
council for the return of 
their well used car park, 
situated at the entrance 
of the Toronto to Brandon 
walkway. 

The group’s efforts have 
been warmly welcomed by 
local runners, dog walkers 
and cyclists who regularly 
visit the area and appre-
ciate the new improved 

parking provision.  
The original parking 

facilities were suspended 
prior to the opening of 
Kynren when a barrier and 
gate were erected at the 
site entrance.  

Although a smaller 
number of alternative car 
parking bays were cre-
ated at the time, residents 
expressed concerns that 
the replacement bays 
were not sufficient and 
could deter older resi-
dents from visiting and 
enjoying the area due to 
the steep incline.

RESIDENTS AND COUNCILLORS UNITE 
TO RESTORE TORONTO CAR PARK

Cllr Joy Allen, Cllr Charlie Kay, local resident Doug Hilton, Nigel Bryson and local resident David Rooney at the new car park.

RMH
CAR SALES

St Helens Auckland Retail Park, Bishop Auckland, DL14 9TT
View our vehicles at www.rmhcarsales.com

07582 570308
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16 Tenters Street
Bishop Auckland DL14 7AD

01388 330985 | www.abyte.co.uk

• PC and Laptop Repairs    
• Virus Removal
• Data Recovery
• Website Design

• Server installation
• Network setup
• Backups
• Cloud Services

IN TROUBLE WITH THE LAW?

Tel: 01388 606660

Crime and Road Traffic Offences • Matrimonial 
Family • Children • General Litigation

Personal Injury Claims • Conveyancing 
Business Leases • Wills & Probate

www.cwbooth.co.uk

RAFA Club
43 Cockton Hill Road

Bishop Auckland, DL14 6HS 

FREE 
FUNCTION 

ROOM 
AVAILABLE

Tel: 01388 663211
Mob: 07765 196431

07582 570308

HAND 
CAR 

WASH

BEHIND DOMINOS 

PIZZA AND NEXT TO 

STARBUCKS

Why not leave 
your car and 

do some 
shopping or go 

for a coffee?

SOAPYCAR.COM

St Helens Auckland Retail Park, Bishop Auckland DL14 9TT

Pass + 
Driving School
29 years experience

High Pass RAte
** Special Offer **

4 lessons only £40

Call Ian on
07989 802481

IF Electrical & 
Security

Tel: Shaun Hope
07857 813 393
ifproducts07@gmail.com

Intruder Alarms - CCTV - Fire 
- Smoke Detection - Access 
Control - Security Lighting - 

Electrical Installation, NAPIT 
Approved

20 Years’  Experience, serving 
the Bishop Auckland area

Bishop The Boar made 
some guest appearances 
including having a selfie 
with the Mayor of Bishop 
Auckland, Cllr David Flem-
ing.

To tempt the taste buds 
there was a section mar-
ket and food traders 
offering everything from 
pizzas to fish and chips, 
doughnuts to ice-creams.

To coincide with the 
event, Bishop Auckland 
Town Council held their 
annual Horticultural and 
Produce Show in the 
Town Hall and St Anne’s 
Church hosted a photo-

graphic art event called 
Faith in our Future: Bloom-
ing in Unexpected Places.

Over 1,000 people had a 
sneak peak inside the new 
Auckland Tower where 
they were hosting a horti-
cultural exhibition entitled 
Taking Root: A Day of Flo-
ral Art and Music.’

Town Team volunteer, 
Lee Brownson said: “The 
weekend is all about cel-
ebrating everything about 
the town with music, 
entertainment, food, 
activities and fun. 

“The people of the town 
have loved the day and the 
clear blue skies and sun-
shine topped it off”.

AROUND 3,000 peo-
ple turned out to enjoy 
the Bishop Celebrating 
Together event held in 
Bishop Auckland Market 
Place last weekend.

The crowds enjoyed a 
variety of singers and 
performers on the main 
stage and the children 
enjoyed the grassed play 
area with giant toys and 
games. 

There was free face 
painting, children rides 
and visit from The Gaun-
less Gateway Big Purple 
PlayBus.

The Town Team mascot,  

THOUSANDS CELEBRATE TOGETHER
The huge crowds are joined by Jack Drum Arts (front), who provided musical entertainment on the day. 
Photo: Lee Brownson.

BISHOP AUCKLAND 
Mayor, Cllr David Fleming, 
recently visited Church 
View Care Home in Bishop 
Auckland to present a 
bouquet of flowers to Eve-
lyn and Tom Hemming to 
celebrate their Diamond 
Wedding Anniversary on 
22nd September. 

The couple met through 
a mutual friend in 1957 
while Tom was serving in 
the RAF, and were married 
the following year.

The couple, who lived 
in Bishop Auckland since 
marrying, but who both 
now live in separate care 

A DIAMOND CELEBRATION 
FOR TOM AND EVELYN

Evelyn and Tom Hemming (sitting) and family were joined by 
Bishop Auckland Mayor, Cllr David Fleming.

homes, have a daughter, 
Pamela, who lives in Corn-
wall and a son, Michael.

Tom worked as a man-
ager at Clarendon and 
Bondgate Motors in the 
service department and 
was also an excellent 
welder. 

Even after he retired, 
Tom used to be contacted 
by past customers for 
advice.

Cllr Fleming said: “It has 
been my very great pleas-
ure to meet Evelyn and 
Tom and to present them 
with flowers to mark their 
special occasion.”

EDEN HOUSE Care Home 
in Cockton Hill Road will 
be hosting its regular 
Memory Lane Cafe on 
Tuesday 9th October at 

11am. The cafe offers 
help and support to fam-
ilies and friends of those 
living with dementia. All 
are welcome to go along.

MEMORY LANE CAFE

A. FrAncis
Roofing & Building
From a single slate to a new roof
Gutters cleaned and inspected

Chimney repairs

No job too small
Tel: 01388 833853

Mob: 07811 848228
Established 1987

Repointing to brickwork
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The Council proposes to make an Order under the Road Traffic Regulation Act, 1984 
as amended, Section 14 (1) to prohibit all pedestrian, pedal cycle and equestrian traffic 
from proceeding on 1047 mts of Bridleway No 6 from B6282 Etherley Moor to the rear 
of Bede Cl, Escomb (phase 1: 181 mts from B6282 Etherley Moor northwards to where 
Bridleway No 6 meets Footpath No 9 at the rear of 21 Beckett Cl, for 6 months; phase 
2: 866 mts of Bridleway No 6 from rear of 21 Beckett Cl where bridleway No 6 meets 
Footpath No 9, to rear of Bede Cl, Escomb, for approximately 6-8 weeks on a rolling 
closure basis). A temporary footpath closure to all pedestrian traffic will also apply on 
213 mts of Footpath No 1 from the end of Dunelm Chare, Escomb by the sewage station 
eastwards to where the footpath starts to run parallel to the River Wear, for 6 months to 
enable replacement combined sewer rising main works to be undertaken. Alternative 
routes for pedestrians only: Bridleway No 6 phase one: from southern point of closure 
at B6282 Etherley Moor, then north from 1 Beckett Cl to rear 39 Beckett Cl, then west 
on Footpath No 9 to northern point of closure, and vice versa; Bridleway No 6 phase 
two: as phase one, then continue west on Footpath 9, north on Hallimond Rd, east on 
Bede Cl to rear of 6 Bede Cl to northern point of closure, and vice versa; Footpath No 
1 at western point of closure, north on Footpath 118, then east on footpath running 
parallel to River Wear to the eastern point of closure, and vice versa. Alternative 
routes for pedestrians, pedal cycles and equestrians: Bridleway No 6 phases 1 & 2: 
from southern point of closure, west on B6282, north on Hallimond Rd, east on Bede 
Cl to rear of 6 Bede Cl to northern point of closure, and vice versa. The maximum 
duration of the Order is 6 months. The proposed works are to commence on 29/10/18 
and anticipated to be completed in 6 months. On occasions, alternative dates for closure 
may be necessary and these will be signed accordingly.

Dated: 6th October 2018

Helen Lynch
Head of Legal & Democratic Services

County Hall, Durham DH1 5UL

(FOOTPATH NO 1 AND BRIDLEWAY NO 6 BISHOP AUCKLAND)
(TEMPORARY FOOTPATH CLOSURE) ORDER 2018

received this year across 
four children’s categories: 
cress heads, painted peb-
bles, poppy paintings and 
decorated WWI remem-
brance poems. 

The cress heads and 
pebbles were great fun 
whilst the poppies and 
poetry combined to cre-
ate a moving commemo-
ration of the centenary of 
the end of the First World 
War.

A spokesperson said: 

“We would particularly 
like to thank the staff and 
children involved from 
the following schools and 
beaver scout groups for 
the time, energy and cre-
ativity that went into their 
many excellent entries: 
Cockton Hill Junior 
School, 2nd Bishop Auck-
land Beavers, Etherley 
Lane Primary School, St 
Andrew’s Primary School, 
1st St Helen’s Beaver 
Scouts.”

THE AUCKLAND Project 
is passionate about inspir-
ing younger generations 
to learn more about hor-
ticulture and to become 
active participants in their 
local community. 

This is why they are 
delighted to be contin-
uing to support Bishop 
Auckland Town Council’s 
Horticulture and Home 
Produce Show with its 
children’s categories.

Over 400 entries were 

PROJECT THANKS YOUNG ENTRANTS
Bishop Auckland beavers proudly show off their entries for the horticulture show. Photo: Tam Mayor.

£8.20 to £16.40 per hour for 
Bank Holidays

£8.50 to £8.70 for weekend work 
plus mileage allowance
FULL training provided

Contact: Debbie Brown on 01740 658872
Email: debbie.brown@suppor�ve.org.uk

or go to www.suppor�ve.org.uk/join-us for details.

Are you searching for a job?

Are you a caring person ready for a rewarding challenge?    
Do you want to make a difference to peoples lives?

Yes? Then it is YOU we are looking for!

Join us 
now!

We are currently recrui�ng Care Staff in various loca�ons to support 
individuals within their own homes.

All posts are subject to a DBS check.
Registered Charity no. 1095388 Limited by Guarantee no. 3962187

 Cockton Hill WMC

Open daily from 11.30am till 11.30pm. You can watch ‘At the Races’ and ‘Racing 
UK’. Large free function room always available.

Tel: 01388 605136

SATURDAY 13th OCTOBER
CHARITY NIGHT FOR THE ANGEL TRUST

Fabulous Three Piece Show with ‘ROXY’,   
Terrific Vocalist ‘KRIS ATKINS’ and  
The Ultimate 80’s Show  TICKETS £10

THE NEXT meeting of 
the Henknowle Residents 
Association will be held in 
the Cumbria Place Com-
munity Centre on Monday 
22nd October at 6pm.

All residents and home 
owners are cordially 
invited to the meeting and 
to meet invited guests.

A spokesperson said: 
“The meeting will include 
the AGM where current 
officers will be standing 
down and we will be ask-
ing others to stand. 

“If this does not hap-
pen, then sadly the asso-
ciation will be forced to 
close.”

HENKNOWLE RESIDENTS MEETING

IN A change to the previ-
ously advertised concert, 
St. Cuthbert’s Church, 
Etherley, will now be wel-
coming The Spennymoor 
Sing For Life Choir at 
6.30pm on Sunday 21st 
October with a varied con-

cert of songs and hymns. 
Tickets, which include 
refreshments, are just £5.

Call church wardens, Mr 
Barrie Kirton on 01388 
833118, or Mrs Sheila Mul-
grew on 01388 832243 to 
reserve tickets.

CHORAL CONCERT AT 
ST CUTHBERTS

HAY TRAVEL in Bishop 
Auckland are holding a 
mystery coach trip in aid 
of Bishop Auckland St 
Mary’s Juniors on Sunday 
2nd December. 

On the way to the mys-
tery destination, passen-
gers can enjoy a quiz, 
raffle and bingo on board 

JOIN HAYS TRAVEL FOR A 
FUN-FILLED MYSTERY TRIP

the coach, as well as 
some Christmas treats.

Tickets are £15 per per-
son, departing at 9.30am 
from Bishop Auckland 
Bus Station.

Call 01388 663777 or 
pop in to 88 Newgate 
Street to reserve your 
tickets.
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ALL HALLOWS’
Encounter ghostly figures, hear tales  
from local fable, myth and history.
Sat 27 October 2018
From 5.30pm-8.30pm
Deer Park, Auckland Castle

Booking essential 
bookings@aucklandproject.org  01388 743 797  
Adults £6, under 16s £4 
aucklandproject.org 

Groups will be guided by torchlight through the Castle grounds on a 40-minute trail.  
Sturdy shoes and a torch are essential.  
In partnership with Daisy Arts. daisyarts.org

Auckland Tower, Market Place, 
Bishop Auckland, DL14 7NP
01388 743 750

AUCKLAND 
TOWER 
OPENING

Sat 20 October 2018 
10am-3pm, drop-in
Enjoy music, stories, art activities and fabulous views as we 
celebrate the opening of Auckland Tower. Family talks, tours 
and The 2018 Big Draw activities throughout the day.

Ribbon cutting 10am. 
Followed by music from Back Chat Brass.

aucklandproject.org
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BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

decades and dwarfed the 
forerunner of the Chelsea 
Flower Show. 

Professor Martin of St 
Chad’s College, Durham, 
and a New Shildon res-
ident, is keen to see if 
there are any more clues 
in people’s attics and 
shoe boxes.

He recently found a full 
programme of the 1859 
show which featured the 
band of the Coldstream 
Guards who played seven 
classical pieces by com-
posers such as Mozart, 
Mendelssohn and Bach. 

“There is hard evidence 
that, at its peak, the 
Flower Show had 30,000 
visitors to the one-day 
late summer event,” he 
said. “Single prizes were 
the modern equivalent 
of thousands of pounds. 
Judges and competitors 
came from as far afield 
as Wiltshire, Manchester 
and Edinburgh. 

“The railways spon-
sored Britain’s best bands 
to travel to perform and 
that helped them sell tick-

ets at a time when their 
business was booming.

“The music was part of 
a scene of Auckland-Shil-
don band culture that 
was to have international 
impact in more ways than 
one.

“A group of us from 
flower, music and history 
interest groups are keen 
to research and pub-
lish about this and other 
important local history.”

Cllr Joy Allen, Chair of 
Bishop Auckland and 
Coundon in Bloom said: 
“This is a really exciting 
project that is beginning 
to shed light on Bishop 
Auckland and its sur-
rounding towns’ impres-
sive horticultural and 
musical credentials.

“If anyone has any old 
documents or items to 
do with Auckland Flower 
Show do please contact 
Nigel Bryson, Secretary 
nigelbryson@btinternet.
com. We would love to 
have a look at them as we 
do not want to miss any 
historical gold dust.”

BISHOP AUCKLAND’S 
annual Horticultural Show 
got off on a good note at 
the weekend when the 
Mayor, Cllr David Flem-
ing was serenaded in 
by Professor Stephen 
Martin, who played Men-
delssohn’s March of the 
Priests. 

Professor Martin is 
Chair of Bishop Auckland 
and Coundon in Bloom’s 
History Sub Group and 
has been working with 
local historians to unearth 
the rich cultural history 
associated with the Great 
Auckland flower and 
music show.  

In 1859, with the sup-
port of Charles Longley, 
Bishop of Durham, a 
group of local miners for-
mally expanded their local 
vegetable and flower 
competition into a great 
national event: the Auck-
land Flower Show. 

There was a lot of fore-
sight to expand from an 
event started as a miners’ 
competition eight years 
earlier. It ran for over three 

MAYOR SERENADED AT 
HORTICULTURAL SHOW

Bishop Auckland Mayor, Cllr David Fleming, with Professor Stephen Martin.

|  www.bishopselfstorage.co.uk0800 999 8870

Unit 9
Abraham Enterprise Park
St Helens Auckland
Bishop Auckland
County Durham
DL14 9TT

Engine Diagnostics, EML, ABS AIRBAG etc, Free Battery Testing, 
Air Conditioning Service Centre, Starter Motor, Alterations, 

Supplied, Fitted & Repaired,
Key Coding, ECY Coding

HILLCREST
AUTOELECTRICS
Seymour  Street,  Bishop  Auckland,  DL14  6JD

Engine 
Diagnostics, EML, 
ABS AIRBAG etc

Free Battery 
Testing

Air Conditioning 
Service Centre

Starter Motor
Alternators

Supplied, Fitted 
& Repaired

Key Coding, 
ECU Coding

Tel:  01388  604717

FREE  
Air Con 
Testing!

HOWLISH HALL CARE HOME
BISHOP AUCKLAND
01388 741792

RESIDENTIAL
PERMANENT, RESPITE, CONVALESCENT AND 

DAY CARE AVAILABLE IN A 
WARM AND 

FRIENDLY ENVIRONMENT
CALL ANYTIME 

TO VIEW

A BISHOP Auckland gar-
den, created on a former 
derelict railway bank, at 
Albert Hill, received a 
prestigious accolade at 
this year’s Northumbria 
in Bloom Awards, held in 
partnership with the Royal 
Horticultural Society.

At the awards ceremony, 
held in Gateshead on 
the 26th September, the 
Bishop Auckland Remem-
brance Garden received 
a Level 4 Thriving Award, 
the second highest award 
in the It’s Your Neighbour-
hood category. 

Scoring highly across 
the judging criteria for 
Community Participation, 
Environmental Respon-
sibility and Gardening 
Achievement, the citation 
supporting the award 
recorded the garden 
as: “A small gem... The 
design, sculptures and 
floral planting are poign-
ant and sensitive to the 

REMEMBRANCE GARDEN AWARD
The newly created award-winning garden at Albert Hill.

garden’s purpose.”
The garden was project 

managed by the Auckland 
Railway Group and for-
mally opened on Armed 
Forces Day. 

Michael O’Neill the 
Group’s chairman said: 
“The award is a testi-
mony to the efforts of 
all involved, including 
funders, volunteers and 
local businesses.

“Together we were able 
to create a very special 
green space to commem-
orate the historic links 
between the railways and 
the town’s fallen.”

The awards ceremony 
was attended by Coun-
cillors Leanda Cullen and 
Tanya Tucker. Also pres-
ent was Leeanne Brown-
son. The garden houses 
a permanent memorial 
to her husband Lee, 
who was posthumously 
awarded the Conspicuous 
Gallantry Cross.
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25%off
food

all day monday to friday

Offer Available 
8th Oct - 30th Nov

must book to redeem offer

* w h e n  d i n i n g  f r o m  m a i n  m e n u .  n o t  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  a n y  o t h e r  o f f e r

what’s on

christmas
&

new year
2018

FESTIVE DINING 
AVAILABLE 1ST-22ND DECEMBER

FROM £13.95 PER PERSON

Book your Christmas party today!

Addison Road, Toronto, Bishop Auckland, County Durham, DL14 7RJ 

@TorontoLodge

TO BOOK CALL 01388 6 6 4 303
www.torontolodge.co.uk

QUIZ 
NIGHT

every last 
monday of 
the month
from 8pm

need brain fuel?
Special menu available with 
a choice of 4 dishes to choose 
from & a drink* for £8.95!



8

Saturday 6th October 2018

BISHOP AUCKLAND
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF SERVICES

Class Four, Five, 7 MOTs

www.bishopaucklandtyreandtests.co.uk www.bishopauckland-tyres.co.uk Email: info@bishopaucklandtyresandtests.co.uk
9 Chester Street, Bishop Auckland, County Durham, DL14 7LP     Tel: 01388 604485 / 661339 / 605687

All 
Makes 

of 
Tyres

Please don’t hesitate to contact us as we’re more than happy to help!

GROUP AUTO - AUTOCARE GARAGE APPROVED 
MEMBER OF THE GOOD GARAGE SCHEME 

MASTER GARAGE 2013 www.approvedgarage.co.uk 
Member of the motor industry code of Practice

CLUTCHES |  BRAKES  
BATTERIES | EXHAUSTS 

DIAGNOSTICS

Tyres & Tests Ltd

For more news from Bishop Auckland and across South West Durham visit: www.swd.news

News & Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...

win the week before with 
goals from Mattie Rich-
ardson, Jack Spark, Rob-
bie O’Neil, Alastair Howe, 
Ethan and Mason.

The U8 Aces lost out 
to Trimdon while the  U8 
Kings had a fantastic 
game against unbeaten 
Barnard Castle.

The U9 Aces had a 
great win over Darlington 
FC with goals from Alex 
Simpson and Harley Whit-
taker.

The U11 Aces also won 
against Richmond with 
Jack Dale and Marley 
Richardson scoring.

The U11 Kings had a 
very exciting win over Dar-
lington Spraire lads with 
goals from Mason Wright 
(2) and Joel Butler.

The U12 Kings won 4-2 
over Stockton Town with 
goals from Dan Walton 

(2), Cobie Woods and 
Lucas Humble.

The U13 Aces also won 
4-2 away at Guisborough 
with goals from Joe Dunn, 
John Taylor, Sam Tall and 
Max Peverall.

The U14 Aces lost out 
at Darlington while the 
U15s and 16s lost out to 
Eaglescliffe and Whinney 
Banks  respectively and 
the U17s also lost out to 
Redcar.

The little stars have a 
sponsored penalty shoot 
out on Saturday morning 
(6th October) to help team 
funds.

That will be followed 
by 13 home games in the 
cup in what should prove 
to be a fantastic weekend 
of football at the Juniors.

To find out more about 
the club, visit their web-
site at www.basmj.net.

IT HAS been another 
excellent fortnight for the 
twenty Bishop Auckland 
St Mary’s teams with their 
Little Dribblers (U4) start-
ing off a new season of 
training.

Sixteen Little Stars (U5) 
trained on Saturday morn-
ing at 10am with another 
sixteen U6’s also training 
on Saturday mornings 
with resident coaches 
Steve Hargreaves and 
Anth Brown. 

The U7 teams are both 
doing well with the Aces 
having a great win over 
Billingham Juniors with 
goals from Kain But-
ler, Kaidon Hallimond, 
Noah Haslam and James 
McDonagh.

The Kings lost out to Bill-
ingham United with two 
goals from Tom Clarkson 
although they had a great 

ST MARY’S LATEST UPDATE
The Little Dribblers work on their skills at Bishop Auckland St Mary’s Juniors FC.

Gary Smallman

Master Chimney Sweep
HETAS registered
Based in Cornforth

Covering all the North East
£45 TO SWEEP YOUR CHIMNEY

(Unless major blockage)

Tel: 07973 879055
Or: 01740 655351
www.garysmallmansweep.co.uk

TO LET

TEL: 07725 310 971

• One bedroom flat in 
Shildon

• Two bedroom flat in 
• St Helen’s

• Newly decorated & 
carpeted

No bond required 
Guarantor may be required

From £65 per week

JB JOINERY
All aspects of joinery 
& home improvement 
services undertaken

Free Estimates
Call John on 

07814 965 317
JB Joinery

Unit 3, Trimdon Grange Ind Est, Co Durham, TS29 6PA

Log Cabins | Fencing | Sheds | Playhouses 
Gates | Summer Houses | Garden Furniture 

Decking | Interior Furniture
Free Estimates  |  Very Competitive Pricing

Tel: 07580 842 227  |  01429 880700 
email: anythingwood115@gmail.com       www.anything-wood.co.uk

“These calls have been 
answered in recent times 
when the Foundation 
Trust has invested in 
state of the art equipment 
such as the MRI scanner 
and two new theatres to 
improve the outcomes 
of patients, either in their 
diagnosis, treatment or 
rehabilitation.

“I am assured that this is 
the start of the consulta-
tion and no final decision 
has yet been made and I 
will be lobbying the Trust 
hard to ensure we max-
imise the hospital’s full 
potential.

“The townspeople have 
been very supportive of 
the Trust’s investment in 
their hospital and many 
groups who have been 
raising money for the MRI 
scanner will understanda-
bly feel let down by these 
proposals to close this 
ward.”

Bishop Auckland MP 
Helen Goodman said: 
“This news of a proposed 
ward closure is extremely 
disappointing, but sadly 
doesn’t surprise me.

“With the Tory govern-
ment pushing the NHS 
to breaking point, NHS 
Trusts are put in increas-

ingly impossible situa-
tions, and patients are 
taking the hit.”

Around 20 members 
of staff currently work in 
Ward Six.

Cllr Zair added: “I have 
been told by several 
members of staff that the 
closure will have a signifi-
cant effect on their ability 
to continue working as 
nurses.

“A number have told me 
that they don’t drive, so 
getting to work at Darling-
ton or Durham will cause 
them additional problems.

“There’s been a lot of 
work to build up confi-
dence with patients.

“This decision will mean 
that the hospital will end 
up sending patients home 
far too early and they will 
be resubmitted to hospital 
because of that.”

Meanwhile, members of 
Bishop Auckland Constit-
uency Labour Party will 
be campaigning in Bishop 
Auckland on Saturday.

“We will be campaign-
ing to raise awareness of 
the proposed closure and 
gather signatures for a 
petition to be presented 
to Helen Goodman MP to 
raise this issue in Parlia-
ment,” said a spokesper-
son.

HOSPITAL WARD CLOSURE
FROM PAGE 1


