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ROYALE 3ft BED
FREE HEADBOARD - FREE QUILT - FREE PILLOW

- Many colours to choose from - Anti Allergy Mattress -

www.hackettandbaines.co.uk 47-49 Main Street, Shildon, DL4 1AF • Tel: 01388 772671

Park right outside our showroom and shop at your leisure!
WAS £299

NOW 

£249

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

THE BISHOP Auckland 
community was very well 
represented at the Youth 
Awards Presentation 
Evening at the Town Hall 
on Monday 26th June, and 
what an evening it was, 
celebrating the achieve-
ments of young people in 
Bishop Auckland.

All of the nominees 
received a certificate and  
Special Mayor’s Medal 
Awards were handed out 
to four outstanding nom-

inees and one team.
Charlotte Bradley 

from Cockton Hill Jun-
ior School received the 
Determination and Resil-
ience award.

Alexandra Golightly 
from St John’s School 
and 6th Form College 
received the School 
Champion award.

Emily Owen from St 
John’s School and 6th 
Form College received an 
award for Triumph over 

Adversity and Franco 
Bourne from King James 
1 Academy received the 
Sporting Achievement 
award. 

Meanwhile, Cockton Hill 
Junior School Mini Police 
received £500 for winning 
the Team Award. 

“I nominated the mini 
police for their hard work 
in and around the school 
and community,” said 
Nova Talbot, Positive 
Futures Worker at Cock-

ton Hill Junior School.
It was also Nova who 

nominated Charlotte 
Bradley, saying: “Char-
lotte is a young girl who 
has shown great resil-
ience in her school work 
since losing her mother to 
cancer in May.”

Charlotte’s father and 
sisters were in attend-
ance to see her receive 
the award.

Bishop Auckland’s young people and local dignitaries at the Youth Awards Presentation Evening last month.

AWARDS CEREMONY CELEBRATES 
ACHIEVEMENTS OF YOUNG PEOPLE

WASH FOR FUN 
AND ADVENTURE
WOODHOUSE ACTING 
Silly Harrys (WASH) is a 
youth theatre which has 
been working with young 
people for over 20 years.

Founded by Jane Craw-
ford, Director of Daisy 
Arts, a community arts 
organisation based in 
Bishop Auckland, WASH 
is central to much of their 
public theatre work.

“Youth theatres are so 
important,” says Jane.

“They’re a place where 
our young people can 
express themselves cre-
atively. Having the chance 
to do that helps them 
grow communicatively as 
well as independently.”

The group is run by three 
practitioners and offers 
many things from creative 
writing, devising scripts, 
large and small-scale the-
atre, film and animation 
work, to learning about 
lighting and sound. 

They are currently devel-
oping projects to be per-
formed in October and 
November of this year in 
collaboration with two 
other youth theatres from 
the area. 

Members pay just £1 to 
meet on Mondays from 
6-8pm (term time) at 
Woodhouse Close Com-
munity Centre and the 
group is open to anyone 
aged 10-20 years. 

To get in touch, email 
info@daisyarts.org, visit 
daisyarts.org online or call 
Jane on 07855 496106.
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SEND US YOUR STORIES

If you have a story you 
would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
We are especially 
interested in good

news, be it personal 
achievements, local 

fundraising, community 
service or any other 

positive stories. Call us on 
01388 775896 or email 

bishop@swd.news

DISCLAIMER

The Bishop Press cannot be
held responsible for 
advertisers offering
goods or services. 

As a general rule we would
advise anyone not to 
part with any money

until an order has been 
completed to your

full satisfaction. 
All information is correct,

to the best of our 
knowledge, at the time of

printing. 
The Bishop Press 

accepts articles in
good faith and takes 
no responsibility for

errors and/or omissions.

Support your local 
community newspaper 

by mentioning the 
Bishop Press 

when contacting 
advertisers.
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Unit 2D Tudhoe Ind Est, Spennymoor, DL16 6TJ
Log Cabins | Fencing | Sheds | Playhouses 
Gates | Summer Houses | Garden Furniture 

Decking | Interior Furniture
Free Estimates  |  Very Competitive Pricing

Tel: 07580 842 227
email: anythingwood115@gmail.com       www.anything-wood.co.uk

Also at Unit 1A Quarrington Hill Ind Est. Tel: 0191 3779336

IF Electrical & 
Security

Tel: Shaun Hope
07857 813 393
ifproducts07@gmail.com

Intruder Alarms - CCTV - Fire 
- Smoke Detection - Access 
Control - Security Lighting - 

Electrical Installation, NAPIT 
Approved

20 Years’  Experience, serving 
the Bishop Auckland area

A. FrAncis
Roofing & Building

From a single slate to a new roof
Gutters cleaned and inspected

Chimney repairs

No job too small
Tel: 01388 833853

Mob: 07811 848228
Established 1987

Repointing to brickwork

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

of re-enactment groups 
including Roma Antiqua 
and the Mercenaries, 
while cavalryman Bar-
baratus will demonstrate 
his fighting skills.

The weekend will also 
provide an opportunity 
to view the new building 
which has replaced the 
aged structure which had 
previously covered the 
remains of Binchester’s 
Roman bathhouse.

Elaborately decorated 
with murals, the inte-
rior of the building has 
been designed to repli-
cate that of the original 
baths. It also offers much 
improved protection from 

the weather for the valua-
ble remains.

Guided tours of the 
site’s current excavations 
will also be available.

David Mason, Durham 
County Council’s princi-
pal archaeologist, said: 
“Our Roman festival is a 
fantastic family day out 
and a great opportunity to 
find out what everyday life 
was like for the Romans.”

Activities and demon-
strations begin at 11am 
on both days, with the pro-
gramme repeated at 2pm. 

For more information 
visit www.durham.gov.
uk/binchester or call 
01388 663 089.

A BATTALION of Roman 
soldiers is preparing to 
march on County Durham 
this weekend.

Foot soldiers, cavalry-
men and barbarians will 
be setting up camp at Bin-
chester Roman Fort, near 
Bishop Auckland, on Sat-
urday, 14th and Sunday, 
15th July for the site’s 

annual Roman Festival.
As well as speaking to 

traders and artisans, vis-
itors will be able to find 
out more about Roman 
military skills such as 
archery, slingshots and 
catapults.

There will also be live 
battles between soldiers 
and barbarians, courtesy 

ROMANS TO MARCH ON BINCHESTER
Binchester Roman Festival takes place on Saturday 14th and Sunday 15th July at Binchester Roman Fort.

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

16 Tenters Street
Bishop Auckland

DL14 7AD

£100 pcm for any office*
First floor offices available for immediate 
let in a prime location in Bishop Auckland 

centre.  Prices inclusive of heat, light, 
cleaning, and internet.   

Shared reception area included.
*Special Offer rate for first 6 months on 12 month agreement

01388 330985
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IN TROUBLE WITH THE LAW?

Tel: 01388 606660

Crime and Road Traffic Offences • Matrimonial 
Family • Children • General Litigation

Personal Injury Claims • Conveyancing 
Business Leases • Wills & Probate

www.cwbooth.co.uk

Petite Heat
Female Plumbing & 

Heating Services

Appliance Maintenance 
Servicing, Landlord Gas 

Safety Checks, Boiler 
Servicing & Repairs

Tel Nicola: 
01740 656331
07841 291779

petiteheat74@aol.com

judging panel.
The FBM competition, 

now in its 13th year, teams 
students up with business 
mentors from companies 
across County Durham as 
they come up with ideas 
and look at how to com-
mercialise and market 
them. 

This year, judges were 
looking for a product or 
service on the theme of 
Smart County Durham.

Sarah Miller, assis-
tant head of year 8 at St 
John’s, said: “The compe-
tition has given them so 
much confidence in their 
abilities. 

“It’s the fact that their 
ideas were listened to by 
industry experts and that 
they were able to bring 
them to fruition. 

“For them to win the 
competition, not only win 
it, but win when the com-
petition was so tough, has 
been amazing.”

Chris Lines, director of 

Right Lines Communica-
tions, said:  “I was hugely 
impressed by the team at 
St John’s.  

“They grasped the chal-
lenges of the various 
tasks really quickly. It’s 
exciting to see such talent 
and enthusiasm emerge 
from schools in County 
Durham.  

“If these young people 
become the business 
leaders of the future, then 
the future is bright for this 
region.”

Sarah Slaven, Business 
Durham’s business devel-
opment director, said: “It 
never ceases to amaze 
just how bright, commit-
ted and entrepreneurial 
the students are. 

“Their ‘smart’ ideas to 
create a product or ser-
vice which makes a dif-
ference to the way we live, 
were fantastic. They were 
made all the stronger 
thanks to the support of 
our dedicated business 
partners who helped 
them look at ways to bring 
their ideas to market.”

ST JOHN’S School and 
Sixth Form College in 
Bishop Auckland is cel-
ebrating after scooping 
first prize in a county-wide 
competition. 

A street lighting sys-
tem which is triggered by 
passing cars and pedes-
trians, and a rewards app 
for people who scan their 
rubbish before throwing it 
away, were just two of the 
top entrepreneurial ideas 
at the Future Business 
Magnates (FBM) compe-
tition, but it was a simple 
idea eschewing technol-
ogy that caught the eye of 
the judges.

St John’s wooden puz-
zle, called Generation Jig-
saw, which aimed at con-
necting generations and 
encouraging conversa-
tions in a world saturated 
by technology, “addressed 
an important concept and 
had been designed and 
executed brilliantly by the 
team,” according to the 

‘LOW TECH’ IDEA SCOOPS  
MAGNATES AWARD FOR ST JOHN’S 

St John’s with their innovative and winning idea which they called Generation Jigsaw.
Bishop Auckland Mayor, 

Councillor David Fleming 
said: “We have been com-
pletely bowled over this 
year by the sheer talent, 
courage and determina-
tion of our young people. 
What a fantastic evening 
it has been.

YOUTH AWARDS 2018

Nova Talbot, Positive Future Worker at Cockton Hill Junior School 
and Headteacher, Mrs E Stevens with members of the Cockton 
Hill Mini Police. 

“All of the nominees 
were very deserving and 
should be extremely proud 
of themselves,” he added.

The full list of nomi-
nees and photos from 
the evening can be seen 
on the Town Council web-
site at www.bishopauck 
land-tc.gov.uk and at its 
Facebook Page.

FROM PAGE 1

FOUR CHILDREN from 
Cockton Hill Junior School 
competed in a Maths 
competition at Bishop 
Barrington recently. 

One of the first tasks  
they had to complete was 
a poster about STEM (Sci-
ence, Technology, Engi-
neering and Mathemat-
ics).

The students then had 
to answer a series of 
questions and complete a 

MATHS IS MINT SAY 
COCKTON HILL STUDENTS

Luke Tabberer, Jessica  Stainsby, Erin Thain and Lachlann Plews 
excelled at a recent Junior Maths competition.

number of different tasks.
They came first in the 

Logic round and third in 
the games round. 

They did extremely well 
competing against a 
number of schools from 
across County Durham.

On returning to school 
the children spoke posi-
tively about their Maths 
challenges and thought 
the Logic round was 
“mint”.

ST HELEN’S Nursing 
Home is the venue for a 
Summer Fayre being held 
from 1pm until 4pm  on 
Friday 24th August.

The fayre will include 
a tombola, raffle, lots of 
different games, refresh-

ments, music and food. 
The home would like to 
hear from anyone who 
might be happy to make 
a donation towards the 
Fayre. Contact Jo or 
Angela on 01388 606093 
for more information.

NURSING HOME SUMMER FAYRE
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RMH
CAR SALES

St Helens Auckland Retail Park, Bishop Auckland, DL14 9TT
View our vehicles at www.rmhcarsales.com

07582 570308

Engine Diagnostics, EML, ABS AIRBAG etc, Free Battery Testing, 
Air Conditioning Service Centre, Starter Motor, Alterations, 

Supplied, Fitted & Repaired,
Key Coding, ECY Coding

HILLCREST
AUTOELECTRICS
Seymour  Street,  Bishop  Auckland,  DL14  6JD

Engine 
Diagnostics, EML, 
ABS AIRBAG etc

Free Battery 
Testing

Air Conditioning 
Service Centre

Starter Motor
Alternators

Supplied, Fitted 
& Repaired

Key Coding, 
ECU Coding

Tel:  01388  604717

FREE  
Air Con 
Testing!

BLOOMTALK GARDEN OF THE YEAR 
SHOWCASES SMALLER GARDENS

John and Chrissie Fenwick’s graden in Bishop Auckland may be small, but it is perfectly formed.    Photo: Chris Percival.

www.bloomtalk.org.uk
THE LATEST garden to feature in Bishop 
Auckland and Coundon in Bloom’s 
Bloomtalk Garden of the Year demon-
strat.es  that it is not always necessary to 
have a large space to create a beautiful 
and comfortable private garden. Chris 
Percival visted John and Chrissie Fen-
wick to find out more. 

BISHOP AUCKLAND couple John and 
Chrissie Fenwick’s garden may be small 
but it is perfectly designed, utilising well 
all the available space.

Chrissie, who was brought up to respect 
and love the family garden as a child, is 
passionate about her garden and says 
the plants and flowers within are all her 
favourites, ranging from pansies, dahl-
ias, sweet peas and marigolds to name 
but a few. 

Chrissie also makes her own hanging 
baskets, which adorn the side or the 
house.

Her husband John said: “We have a 
small greenhouse in the garden, where 
we pot and sow our own bedding plants 
before moving them down to my allot-
ment where they are looked after and 
nurtured until they are ready for planting.

“We grow our own vegetables too, such 
as cabbage, cauliflower, courgettes, 
cucumber and beetroot.” 

Some of the couple’s elderly neigh-

bours regularly ask if they can purchase vegeta-
bles from John as it is a lot cheaper than buying 
from a shop. 

“Any money that comes in from this goes 
towards helping pay the allotment rent fee,” says 
John. 

The couple, who are both passionate about gar-
dening, say that there are others out there that 
will be interested in showing the Bishop Auckland 
and Coundon in Bloom initiative their respective 
gardens, but do not have access to social media.

Cllr Joy Allen, chair of Bishop Auckland and 
Coundon in Bloom said: “We recognise that not 

everyone uses social media or has access to 
computers, so if you would like to be a part of 
the competition run in conjunction with Bishop 
Press, we would be more than happy to take pho-
tos of your gardens, yards or floral displays on 
your behalf.

“To arrange a visit please contact Christine  
Percival on 07765 561437.”

Bloomtalk’s Garden of the Year is supported by 
the Bishop Press and Bishop Auckland and Coun-
don in Bloom. For more stunning photos of the gar-
dens, visit www.bloomtalk.org.uk.

RAFA Club
43 Cockton Hill Road

Bishop Auckland, DL14 6HS 

FREE 
FUNCTION 

ROOM 
AVAILABLE

Tel: 01388 663211
Mob: 07765 196431

We Are Here

Safe • Clean • Dry
Flexible Terms • Drive up Units 
Fire, Flood & Intruder Alarms

CCTV • 7 Days Access

St Helen Auckland
Bishop Auckland 
DL14 9AD

Book Now: 01388 207 222

Chilton Community
SportS & SoCial Club

Saturday 28th July
Beyond Madness

Plus Kelly MacWaters  |  Excellent show 
not to be missed! Tickets £5 | Limited 

number of tickets available on the door

Saturday night 50/50 dancing in the hall (when 
no show on) and Entertainment in the lounge

Tickets available at the Club or from www.ticketsource.co.uk/chiltonclub

Honest, reliable, local lad. Small 
jobs welcome. Happy to Help!

Alan Pearson
Joiner / DIY
Doors Hung - Fireplace 

Mantels - Quality Garden 
and Yard Gates - Flat 

Pack Furniture - Garden 
Fences Erected - Pensioner 

Discounts. 
Tel Alan: 776250
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AUCKLAND  
TOWER 
TOWN  
UPDATE
Find out more about the building’s 
unique design and its future purpose. 

Enjoy guided tours of the historic Deer 
Park, Market Place and the spectacular 
transformation of Auckland Castle.

For more information: aucklandproject.org  01388 743 750

Market Place, Bishop Auckland, 
County Durham, DL14 7NP
01388 743 750 

Sat 21 July 2018 
10am–3pm, drop–in event

Auckland_Tower_Ad.indd   1 10/07/2018   15:54
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THE KING’S BALTI
187 newgate street, bishop 

auckland, 01388 604222 / 605222
The original and best Award Winning Tandoori & 
Balti Takeaway - superb Indian Cuisine every time! 

NEW SPECIAL MENU AVAILABLE SHORTLY

We also have a well-established Delivery Service 
all around Bishop Auckland
Why not order by phone? 

It’s much faster than Just Eat and Hungry Horse
Fast, Friendly Service

Established over 20 years

Newly refurbished premises

|  www.bishopselfstorage.co.uk0800 999 8870

Unit 9
Abraham Enterprise Park
St Helens Auckland
Bishop Auckland
County Durham
DL14 9TT

JB JOINERY
All aspects of joinery 
& home improvement 
services undertaken

Free Estimates
Call John on 

07814 965 317
JB Joinery

Clive Auld, Events sub-
group chairman for the 
Town Team said: “Over 
the last six years, Town 
Team volunteers have 
organised many differ-
ent types of events in the 
town centre.  

“We were introduced to 
Paul Jackson from the 
Northern Bygones Soci-
ety by Cllr Sam Zair after a 
previous show organised 
by his son, Adam earlier in 
the year while he was the 
town’s Mayor.

“It’s also great that we 
will have the Big Brass Bus 
as part of the day which 
will bring some added 
music and atmosphere.”

The free event takes 
place in Bishop Auckland 
Market Place on Sun-
day 15th July from 10am 
onwards. 

For more information 
visit the Bishop Auckland 
Town Team website or 
Facebook page.

BISHOP AUCKLAND 
Town Team will host its 
first ever Vintage & Clas-
sic Car Show on Sunday 
15th July.

Around 40 vintage and 
classic cars will be on 
display supplied by The 
Northern Bygones Soci-
ety, which was set up in 
2011. 

In addition, thanks to 
funding from Cllr Sam 
Zair’s AAP Neighbour-
hood Budget, the Big 
Brass Bus will be in 
attendance providing live 
music from the Northern 
Monkey Brass Band.

Throughout July, various 
locations around County 
Durham will host some 
of the best street bands 
from across the world as 
part of this year’s BRASS 
festival and the Big Brass 
Bus will be stopping off at 
Bishop Auckland as part 
of the Town Team’s car 
show.

TOWN TEAM TO HOST CAR SHOW

COUNCILLOR DAVID 
Fleming (right) held his 
first fund raising event as 
Mayor of Bishop Auckland 
on Wednesday 4th July at 
Bishop Auckland Golf Club.

Cllr Fleming welcomed 
eleven other Mayors from 
across the county along 
with friends, family and 
supporters who enjoyed 
a delicious afternoon tea.  

Generous guests sup-
ported the fundraising 
with a raffle and tombola.  
Cllr Fleming had also 
requested guests ‘bring a 
tin’ and was overwhelmed 
with the response.

“I was delighted that so 
many guests were able 
to join me to raise funds 
and we were able to raise 
the profile of the fantastic 
work that is carried out at 
Woodhouse Community 
Foodbank. We enjoyed a 
delicious afternoon tea 
and raised over £220.”

“I would like to thank 
Tesco for supplying a raf-

MEET THE MAYOR FUND RAISER

fle prize and all of the staff 
at the Golf Club for their 
hard work,” he added.

Reverend Sarah Gill 
from Woodhouse Close 
Church said: “I would like 
to take this opportunity 
to thank the Mayor, David 
Fleming for choosing our 
Church Community Cen-
tre, in particular, the Crisis 
Intervention Project for 
his charity this year.”

For more information 
about Woodhouse Com-
munity Foodbank call 
01388 450838 or 602935.

Singer, Sue Allen, enter-
tained the audience with 
catchy tunes from the 
50’s and 60’s, then there 
was bingo, followed by 
refreshments.   The activ-
ity took place from 1pm 
until 3.30pm and cost just 
£2.50 to attend.

This is now a regular 
monthly event on the first 
Monday of the month. The 
next one is on Monday 6th 
August and the artiste is 
Bobby Joe (Rock n Roll).

“Why not come and join 
us,” said a spokesperson.

ALMOST SEVENTY peo-
ple attended a social get 
together at the Memorial 
Hall, West Auckland on 
Monday 2nd July.

The regular gathering is 
the brainchild of Jan Vick-
ers (Zumba Jan) and is 
run by volunteers.

SIMPLY SOCIAL PROVES A SMASH HIT
Nearly 70 people attended the latest Simply Social get together at the Memorial Hall, West Auckland.

A SELF-PUBLISHED child-
hood memoir is set to 
return to book stores after 
its Bishop Auckland-born 
author was signed up by a 
literary agent.

Phil Mews and his 
younger brother were 
born in Bishop Auckland 
but brought up by their 
grandparents in Stan-
hope.

The book tells the story 
of how their idyllic child-
hood was blown apart 
after both their parents 
died within ten weeks of 
each other – and how the 
community rallied around 
to save them.

Speaking to the Bishop 
Press, Phil recalled how 
his grandmother used to 
take the boys into Bishop 
Auckland every week and 
whenever they visited 
Clarks shoe store in New-
gate Street, she would 
tell the salesperson, who 
had often served her 
before,  that the boys were 
orphans - a term both 
boys disliked. 

MEMOIR TAKES TRIP DOWN MEMORY LANE

“She was convinced  
that if people saw us 
wearing Clarks shoes, we 
wouldn’t be taken off her,” 
said Phil. 

 Described as “a charm-
ing, heartfelt, heart-break-
ing memoir” by TV star 
Sandi Toksvig, the book 
provides a nostalgic 
glimpse of Bishop Auck-
land in the 1970s as well 
as telling the tale of how 

the boys survived the 
challenges life threw at 
them.

While deeply moving, 
Orphan Boys is not a mis-
ery memoir, but an uplift-
ing tale of a family’s sur-
vival. 

Set to hit book shops 
on Thursday 26th July, 
Orphan Boys can be pur-
chased locally in Asda 
and WH Smith on New-
gate Street, where Phil 
says he had his first ever 
work experience.

The book, priced at 
£7.99, will also be avail-
able at Waterstones and 
online at Amazon.

Phil has gone on to a 
career in television and, 
now living in Scotland 
with his husband and a 
sock-stealing Jack Rus-
sell terrier, is writing his 
first novel.



Saturday 14th July 2018 For all the latest news from South West Durham visit: www.swd.news  •  Updated daily

7

meikles
solicitors
FAMILY  CHILDREN  WILLS 

 PROBATE  LPAs  LITIGATION
MENTAL  HEALTH

EMPLOYMENT  
CONVEYANCING

CRIMINAL 
YOUR LOCAL 

LEGAL EXPERTS
01388 451 122

07582 570308

HAND 
CAR 

WASH

BEHIND DOMINOS 

PIZZA AND NEXT TO 

STARBUCKS

Why not leave 
your car and 

do some 
shopping or go 

for a coffee?

SOAPYCAR.COM

St Helens Auckland Retail Park, Bishop Auckland DL14 9TT

Andrew’s Roofing
Chimney Stacks - 

Ridge Tile Repairs - New Roofs - 
Flat Roofs - Slating & Tiling - 

Felting and Pointing - Repairs 
UPVC, Gutters, Fascias, Soffits 

& Flat Roofing Specialist

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

BISHOP AUCKLAND gym-
nasts took part in their  
first ever competition at 
Woodham Community 
Centre on June 8th.

There were 11 medal 
winners in sections from 
all primary age groups 
with boys and girls com-
peting.

Bishop Auckland Gym-
nastics Club, which is 
based at Bishop Bar-
rington School in Bishop 
Auckland, has become 
so popular it now has an 
outreach centre for begin-
ners at Woodham Com-
munity Centre, with ses-
sions taking place there  
every Friday evening from 
6.15pm to 7.45pm. 

GYMNASTS COLLECT MEDALS 
IN FIRST COMPETITION

Bishop Auckland Gym Club members show off their medals after 
taking part in their first ever competition. 

Additionally there are  
other sessions held at 
Willington and Wolsing-
ham for improvers as well 
as at Bishop Barrington.

Gymnasts looking to 
progress are able to 
attend training sessions 
at more than one venue. 

For information about 
the sessions at Woodham 
Community Centre, con-
tact coach Kevin Atkinson 
on 07511 923845.

The club, which is affil-
iated to British Gymnas-
tics, also has its own 
Facebook page with con-
tact details for anyone 
wishing to find out more 
about sessions at Bishop 
Auckland. 

awarded the Conspicuous 
Gallantry Cross (CGC).

The medal, which ranks 
only second to the Victoria 
Cross, was presented to 
his widow Leanne during 
a private ceremony with 
the Queen, and in 2011, a 
new £8 million garrison 
accommodation block 
at Catterick was named 
after Corporal Brownson.

Whilst there was a 
strong focus on the day on 
the Brownson and Wilson 
families, both of whom 
were well represented, the 
service was also attended 
by representatives of the 
Royal British Legion, the 
Durham Light Infantry and 
Network Rail. In addition 
an honour guard was ably 
provided by the Bishop 
Auckland Air Cadets, with 
bagpipe accompaniment 
by the Bishop Pipers.

The establishment of 
the garden was project 
managed by the Auckland 
Railway Group Chairman, 
Michael O’Neill, sup-
ported by funding from 
the Durham County Coun-
cil Members Initiative 
Fund, Bishop Auckland 
Town Council and Civic 

Pride Durham, in consid-
eration of the reclamation 
of a previously derelict 
site.

Funding was supple-
mented by a number of 
local donors contributing 
to the construction of tim-
ber benches and stone 
commemorative plaques, 
with unstinting volun-
teer efforts by members 
of the Auckland Railway 
Group, the Bishop Auck-
land Branch of the Princes 
Trust and serving mem-
bers of the 34th  Squad-
ron of the Royal Air Force. 
Local company C&A Roof-
ing carried out fencing 
work.

The opening of the gar-
den was followed by a 
highly successful Armed 
Forces Day event at the 
Newgate Shopping Cen-
tre, with funds raised in 
support of the Forces 
Support charity.

Going forward it is 
intended the garden will 
be open to the public on 
appropriate occasions 
such as Remembrance 
Sunday, Armed Forces 
Day and related family 
anniversaries.

The garden has also 
been shortlisted for a 
number of awards by 
Northumbria in Bloom 
and Durham Civic Pride.

A CEREMONY was held 
on 30th June to open a 
Remembrance Garden on 
a previously disused site 
alongside Albert Hill.

Presided over by the 
Reverend Matt Keddilty, 
who gave the blessing, the 
timing of the ceremony 
was chosen to coincide 
with this year’s Armed 
Forces Day.

Network Rail provided a 
parcel of land on a long 
term lease “to establish 
a focal point in acknowl-
edgement of the historic 
relationship between the 
town’s station and rail 
network and deployment 
of local armed forces per-
sonnel to numerous con-
flicts.”

Opportunity was taken 
to pay tribute to Bishop 
Auckland soldier Lee 
Brownson and Airman 
Andrew Wilson, who trag-
ically lost his life in an air 
accident. Both service-
men were honoured with 
permanent memorials in 
the garden.

Lee Brownson, who was 
killed whilst on active 
service in Afghanistan in 
2010, was posthumously 

MEMORIAL GARDEN OPENS
Rev Matt Keddilty presides over the blessing of the new Remembrance Garden in Bishop Auckland.
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and Josh Gill took the 
awards in the youth sec-
tion along with manager 
Gareth Young, coach 
Nigel Lee and secretary 
Mandy Stephenson.

There were also awards 
for Jack Purdham, 
Wizzem Azzouzi, Ian 
Cook, Aaron Willoughby, 
Dave Willoughby, Cobie 
Woods, Mike Pearson, 
Linda Curl, Wayne Brown, 
Alan Richardson, Debbie 

Woods, Catherine Pear-
son, Will Blacklock, Sean 
Oyston, along with long 
service awards for Cur-
tis Curl, Ben Shaw, Jack 
Glasper, Oliver Lamb, Tom 
Aldsworth, and Jake Elli-
son. 

The club is now ready 
for its annual tournament 
this weekend, with over 
60 teams competing for 
trophies from all over the 
North East.

ST MARY’S U16 Kings 
have returned from the 
Spanish Cup with the 
runners-up trophy after  
failing narrowly to win the 
tournament in a penalty 
shootout after a draw in 
the final. 

“All 17 players had a 
fantastic experience 
and a massive thank you 
goes out to Linda Curl 
and everyone who helped 
sponsor them,” said St 
Mary’s chairman, Steve 
Coulthard. “Cheering the 
17 players along were 24 
parents also who had a 
fantastic time.” 

The club also held its 
annual presentation day 
last weekend with the U8, 
U7 and U10 Kings taking 
teams of the year for the 
mini soccer and the U18s, 
U14 Aces and U16 Kings 
in the youth soccer. 

Joel Carline, Cooper 
Batley, Logan Johnstone, 
Jack Redhead, Sebastian 
Bowerman and Daniel 
Robertson took the indi-
vidual awards for the mini 
soccer along with man-
ager Connor Ward, coach 
Davey Grant and secretar-
ies Lucy Martin and Sarah 
Jackson. 

Jude Bowes, Dan Wal-
ton, Taylor Bell, Lewis 
Crosby, Harrison Taylor 

U16S COME CLOSE IN SPAIN
The successful U16s return from Spain with the runners-up trophy.

FOUR BISHOP Auckland 
TTC players travelled 
to Wolverhampton last 
month to take part in the 
Under 10-13 National 
Championships.

Anya, Ben, Jake and 
Luke all qualified for the 
championships via their 
national rankings.

In his first Nationals, Ben 
Mold played very well to 
upset the group seedings 
to finish 3rd, beating Fred 
Jones, ranked 8 places 
above him. Ben played 
very well to push England 
number 11 to 4 sets and 
had a great game with the 
English number two.

Luke Mitchell, also play-
ing his first Nationals had 
a tough group but put in 
a good performance and 
took the England number 
4 to four sets.  

Jake Haygarth also fin-
ished 4th in his group, nar-
rowly losing two games in 
tight 5th end games and 
found England Number 3 
too good, but regrouped 
to reach the last 16 in the 
under 12’s where he won 
against a player who had 
beaten him twice at the 

TABLE TENNIS PLAYERS 
REACH NATIONAL FINALS

Ben, Anya, Jake and Luke at the National Championships.

recent Bishop Auckland 
Bribar 2 star.  

Jake and Luke combined 
in the U12 doubles in a 
tough first round against 
England’s number 10 and 
15, but the boys played 
fantastically to win and 
reach the quarter finals, 
where they had to play the 
second seeds;  number 2 
and 4 in England. 

In another fantastic per-
formance, the boys finally 
went down 12-10 in the 
4th set. 

Anya Milne made it 
through her group as run-
ner up after a very close 
match with a French 
based player and into the 
last 16 where she found 
her opponent too strong.  

For the girls’ Dou-
bles, Anya paired up 
with county team mate 
Rebecca Savage and were 
seeded straight into the 
quarter finals where they 
knocked out the under 11 
National Champions. 

The pair eventually col-
lected bronze medals 
after going down to the 
eventual winners in the 
semi-finals. 

THREE BOXERS from 
Bishop Auckland Boxing 
club have returned from 
Monkstown near Dublin 
after competing in an 
international bout with 23 
other nations. 

Prior to their trip, char-
ity CEO Clair Mcgregor 
from The Angel Trust 
presented each boxer; 
Mason Bearsley, aged 
10 Jack Dobson (15) and 
Alex Pickering (15) with a 
new sponsored kit.

Alex got to the quarter 
final but was beaten on 
points by the Irish cham-
pion. Jack also lost a 
points decision in his 
semi final. Mason was 
awarded a certificate of 
excellence for his skills 
bout after a brilliant per-

BOXERS BACK FROM IRELAND
formance boxing above 
and beyond his years.

The club meet three 
times a week and cur-
rently have 16 competitive 
boxers as well as many 
boys and girls who train 
for fitness and agility.

They are always look-
ing for new members 
and encourage girls to 
become part of the club. 

More details can be 
found on Bishop Auck-
land Boxing Club Face-
book page.

Club Coach Matthew 
Stephenson said: “I would 
like to pay particular 
thanks to The Angel Trust 
for their support and look 
forward to working in 
partnership with them for 
future events.
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