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THE WEATHER forecast is 
looking good for the Bank 
Holiday Weekend, which 
is great news for those 
planning on attending the 
town’s Shildonbury festi-
val on Sunday 27th May.

The event takes place 
between 1pm and 11pm 
in Hackworth Park, with 
headliners The Bay City 
Rollers set to draw in the 
crowds. 

Also performing on the 
day are The Revolution-
aires, Ska Mania, Smokin 
Spitfires, The Thieves and 
Slade UK, as well as 80s 
tribute act Gold, and Spen-
nymoor’s own cover band, 
Frostie.

“With a brilliant range of 
live music on the outdoor 
stage, kids’ entertainment 
and rides, a wide range of 
food, and bar prices that 
won’t hurt your wallet, 
what better way is there to 
spend your Bank Holiday 
weekend?” said a spokes-
person for the event.

Tickets can still be pur-
chased online at a dis-
counted rate of £16 per 
adult and £8 for 14-17 
year-olds. They will be 
held at the gate under the 
purchaser’s name.

Tickets will also be avail-
able to purchase on the 
day at £20 for adults and 
£10 for 14-17 year-olds, 
(under 14s go free).

SUN SET TO 
SHINE ON 
SHILDONBURY 
THIS WEEKEND

ELECTRIC RISE RECLINERS
BY SHERBORNE & CELEBRITY WITH 5 YEARS WARRANTY

OVER 20 IN 
STOCK FOR 
IMMEDIATE 
DELIVERY- Manual recliners & settees to match -

www.hackettandbaines.co.uk 47-49 Main Street, Shildon, DL4 1AF • Tel: 01388 772671

Park right outside our showroom and shop at your leisure!
30-31 Bondgate, Darlington, DL3 7JJ • Tel: 01325 463303

oured to be the new mayor 
of Shildon,” said Cllr 
Deakin.

“I love living and working 
in a town that still retains 
a great community spirit.

She will be raising funds 
for three charities through-
out the year: Sanctuary@
Shildon, a free to access 
counselling service where 
she volunteers three days 
a week; PawsUp, which 
is a charity set up by Dur-

WITH THE civic year com-
ing to a close at the end of 
April, last week’s meeting 
of Shildon Town Council 
saw the election of Cllr 
Luan Deakin to serve as 
the town’s new mayor. 

Cllr Deakin accepted 
the chains of office from 
former mayor, Cllr Shirley 
Quinn, whose husband, 
Cllr Peter Quinn was 
elected Deputy Mayor. 

“I am extremely hon-

ham Constabulary for 
retired police dogs, and 
a third good cause which 
she would like the Shildon 
public to suggest.

To suggest a good 
cause,  contact Cllr Deakin 
by email at luan.deakin@
shildon.gov.uk or by 
phone at 01388 773598.

Luan was born in West 
Auckland in 1971 to par-
ents who encouraged 
good manners and a 

desire to learn in both her-
self and her late brother. 

She attended Copeland 
Road Junior School and 
has many happy memo-
ries from those days.

Staindrop Comprehen-
sive school provided her 
with an exceptional edu-
cation with great attentive 
and knowledgeable teach-
ers.

Former Mayor, Cllr Shirley Quinn passes the chains of office to new mayor, Cllr Luan Deakin.

SHILDON ELECTS NEW MAYOR

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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SEND US YOUR STORIES

If you have a story you 
would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
We are especially 
interested in good

news, be it personal 
achievements, local 

fundraising, community 
service or any other 

positive stories. Call us 
on 01388 775896 or 

email crier@swd.news

DISCLAIMER

The Shildon & District 
Town Crier cannot be
held responsible for 
advertisers offering
goods or services. 

As a general rule we would
advise anyone not to 
part with any money

until an order has been 
completed to your

full satisfaction. 
All information is correct,

to the best of our 
knowledge, at the time of

printing. 
The Shildon & District Town 

Crier accepts articles in
good faith and takes 
no responsibility for

errors and/or omissions.

Support your local 
community newspaper 

by mentioning the 
Shildon Town Crier 
when contacting 

advertisers.
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(Nee Brown)
15th May

Family and friends please 
meet for service in 

Shildon Citadel (Salvation 
Army) at 11.45am on 

Friday 25th May.

Dorothy Thompson

Suddenly at home aged 82.
Devoted wife of the late 

Robert, much loved Mam 
to Christine, Sharon, 

Angela & the late Michael. 
A dear Mother-in-law, a 

treasured Nanna and Great 
Nanna. Also a dear Sister.

In Memoriam

May 24th (1917 - 2009)

Your loving family
xx

John George Cook

Heaven and Earth divide us
And the distance seems 

a lot,
But there’s a flower that 

grows between us
The sweet Forget-Me-Not

Great Grandson
May 24th (2004 - 2017)

First year away from home

James Cook

We know you walk beside 
us every day

And in our heart you will 
always stay

24th May

Forever missed, Audrey
xxx

Joe Bell

There’s a bridge of happy 
memories

From here to Heaven 
above,

We share that bridge Joe,
The bridge of love

24th May

Love and miss you always,
Susan, Colin, Vivienne, 

Mark, Ian & Eirlys
xxx

Joe Bell

Our Dad,
Our hearts burst with pride 

when we think of you

24th May

Love your Grandchildren & 
Great Grandchildren

xxx

Grandad Joe Bell

To our special Grandad, 
you made us all laugh so 

very much. 
Miss your lovely smile.

Happy 16th Birthday

Jack Comerford

Lots of love from Dad, Susan, 
Natalie, Lennon & Ronnie

xxx

31st May

Happy 16th Birthday Jack

Jack Comerford

Lots of love,
Nana

xxx

Happy 1st Birthday Bobby

Bobby James Baker

Lots of love and hugs,
Grandad, Grandma & Granny

xxxxx

26.5.17

Happy 1st Birthday to a 
special Son

Bobby James Baker

Lots of love and hugs,
Mammy & Daddy

xxxxx

26.5.17

26th May

Lots of love and kisses,
Nan & Granda

xx

Jessica Hind

Happy 10th Birthday

28th May

Lots of love,
From Mam, Dad, Debbie 

& Stuart
xxx

Kelly Claydon

Happy 40th Birthday to 
a very special Daughter, 

Sister & Sister-in-Law

40!

28th May

Love you loads,
From Megan Abbie & Joe

xxx

Kelly Claydon

Happy 40th Birthday 
Aunty Kelly

28th May

Lots of love from 
Bernadette, Simon, Zak, 

Ryan & Charlie

Kelly Claydon

Happy 40th Birthday

Birthdays

40!

Acknowledgements

The family of

John Hulme
Would like to thank family 
and friends for attending 
the funeral of John. But 

special thank you to Canon 
David, Co-op Funeralcare, 
The Royal British Legion, 
Parachute Regiment, The 

Bugle Association and 
cousin Christine at Elm 
Road Club, who were 
faultless in their duty.

Leybourne
I would like to thank all the 
staff at Hallgarth Surgery 
for saving my life. If it was 
not for your quick actions 

I wouldn’t be here now. 
Thank you all so much. The 

only name I can recall is 
Nicola. Thank you all again.

All my love,
Leanne Leybourne

NIC EIC registered, safety 
inspections, fuse box 
upgrades, lights, rewires, 
electric showers, electric 
cookers, emergency call outs. 
Repair specialists. Washing 
Machines, Fridges & Freezers, 
Electric Cookers. On call 7 
days a week. 
Tel: 07902 684 258.

House Plans & Extensions
01325 300646 / 07795 965 670
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*To book or for more information contact Bishop Trains or Enterprise Travel

We are going places, why not join us?

GET  
CONNECTED 

WITH

OVER 70  
DESTINATIONS
from Bishop Rail Station to the Coast, 

Lake District or North Yorkshire

www.enterprisetravel.net
Part of the European Travel Group

www.ba-rail.co.uk
Booking Line: 01388 661394

and

Darlington

@EnterpriseTravelCoaches

Booking Line: 01388 661394

Part of the European Travel Group

BISHOP AUCKLAND Col-
lege has secured fund-
ing through the Bishop 
Auckland & Shildon 
Area Action Partnership 
(BASH AAP), as well as 
the Great Aycliffe and 
Middridge Partnership 
(GAMP) and livin, to help 
the residents, aged 16+ 
in the Bishop Auckland, 
Shildon and Middridge 
areas to progress into 
employment, further 
training or volunteering.  

There are three funds 
designated to support-
ing those over the age of 
16+ residing in the wards 
of Bishop Auckland, 
Coundon, Shildon and 
Dene Valley, West Auck-
land and Woodhouse 
Close (BASH AAP) and 
Middridge and Newton 
Aycliffe (GAMP). 

These three funds are:
• Upskilling Fund aimed 

at those in low paid 
jobs to support them in 
acquiring new skills/qual-
ifications, enabling them 
to move up the career 
ladder, change direction 
or gain additional work in 
a new sector. This oppor-
tunity is available where 
there is no mainstream 
funding available and 
where opportunities can-
not be provided through 
employers’ Continuous 
Personal Development 
Fund (CPD).   

• Employability Skills 

Fund aimed at respond-
ing to specific training 
needs where there is 
no mainstream funding 
available. 

• Discretionary Fund 
aimed at removing bar-
riers, for example travel, 
childcare, resources 
that prevent clients from 
accessing training and 
employment.

To date, the project has 
successfully supported 
46 people into employ-
ment, 6 into accessing 
further training and 4 
into volunteering in the 
Bishop Auckland and 
Shildon area, and 249 
people into employment 
in the Newton Aycliffe 
and Middridge area. 

For further information 
contact Denise Hopps, 
Project Officer 01388 
443078 or email denise.
hopps@bacoll.ac.uk.

UNIQUE EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITY

especially at weekends 
when I have more time. 

“I dreamt up this recipe 
because we cooked duck 
for Christmas dinner last 
year and loved it so much 
that I thought it would be 
perfect with this cocktail. 
I added the peaches as I 
like the way the fruit cuts 
through the richness of 
the duck-breast. 

“My sons are both food-
ies so we often discuss 
recipes and cookery pro-
grammes such as Mas-
terChef”.

Competition Judge, 
Susy Atkins,  said: “Hav-
ing tried all three of the 
finalists’ cocktails and 
reviewed all the recipes 
carefully I am confident 
we have chosen a very 

worthy winner and very 
worthy runners-up”.

Bob Fowkes added:  
“Lesley’s recipe seemed 
to us a perfect accom-
paniment to this savoury 
cocktail. We send our 
congratulations to all 
finalists and we thank 
each and every one of the 
entrants for putting so 
much thought into their 
suggested recipes, many 
of which were very imag-
inative and sounded deli-
cious”.

James Ford agreed, 
saying: “The competi-
tion attracted a very high 
standard on entries. I 
thoroughly enjoyed cook-
ing the winning dish, 
which complemented 
Brockmans Gin perfectly.”

LOCAL AMATEUR cook, 
Lesley Grant, has been 
crowned the winner in a 
national cocktail and food 
pairing contest. 

Through Delicious mag-
azine, Brockmans Gin 
invited keen cooks to 
create recipes to com-
plement one of three gin 
cocktails. She wins a 
year’s supply of gin.

Lesley, from Shildon, 
was inspired by the Brock-
mans What’s Up Brock?  
cocktail, which uses gin, 
carrot juice and apricot 
liqueur. 

Lesley’s peach of a win-
ning recipe suggestion - 
Duck Breast with Peaches 
- was selected unani-
mously as the winner from 
nearly 150 entries by the 
three judges: Bob Fowkes,  
co-founder and Marketing 
Director of Brockmans 
Gin; Susy Atkins, Delicious 
magazine’s renowned 
Drinks Editor; and top 
chef, James Ford, Head 
Chef at Bovingdons, one 
of the UK’s top catering 
and events companies.

The winning recipe idea 
has been fully developed 
by James Ford at one of 
Bovingdons’ kitchens – 
the prestigious Fulham 
Palace in London. The 
finished dish was photo-
graphed by a top creative 
team and features in the 
June 2018 issue of Deli-
cious.

Lesley is a nursery 
school teacher who has 
two adult sons and two 
grandsons – with another 
grandchild on the way.

She says: “I love to cook, 

SHILDON WOMAN WINS 
NATIONAL RECIPE CONTEST

Shildon’s Lesley Grant won the national recipe contest.

Lesley’s dish of Duck Breast with Peaches alongside the gin cocktail that inspired it.

Time served tradesman
Over 40 yrs experience
W. HEATHCOTE
Plumbing, Heating & 

Gas servicing & repairs
Call out service

•  Boilers installed, 
repaired and serviced

•  Central heating 
systems

•  Power flushing
•  Bathrooms refurbished

Got a problem?
Give me a call
01325 307052
0759 505 1717

www.wheathcote.com
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BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 

factory and saveFREE
High Quality Gates 

 Garden Fences - Wall Railings
- Free Estimates &

Advice on any project
- Experienced Tradesmen 

- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

daughter Nylah Grace 
was baptised. Nylah was 
welcomed into the world 
by her parents, who live 
on Byerley Road, on 17th 
December 2015. They 
chose six Godparents 
for their little girl; Lisa 

Thompson, Jamie-Leigh 
Gowland, Daniel Ogilvie, 
Katie Bartle, Victoria Wil-
son and John Rhys Ben-
nett.

Family and friends cel-
ebrated the occasion at 
Shildon Railway Institute.

JUST ONE christening 
took place at St John’s 
Church on Sunday 20th 
May.

Parents Ashley Firbank, 
a Supervisor, and Daniel 
Bewick, a Retail Manager, 
looked on proudly as their 

NYLAH BAPTISED AT ST JOHN’S
Nylah Grace with her parents and Godparents at St John’s Church.

DUE TO a road closure on 
the A6072 at Redworth, 
which will be in place 
between Sunday 27th 
May and Sunday 3rd June 
inclusive, Arriva services 
1, 1B and X1 journeys will 
be required to divert.

Service 1 and 1B will 
divert between Heigh-
ington and Shildon via 
School Aycliffe, Newton 
Aycliffe and Middridge 
non-stop.

Similar to last year, a 
revised timetable will be 
in place between Dar-
lington and Heighing-
ton, which will see most 
Service 1/1B journeys 
departing Darlington 5 
minutes earlier and arriv-
ing into Darlington 5 min-
utes later than they cur-
rently do now.

In addition, Service 
X1 will divert non-stop 
between Faverdale and 
Tindale Crescent via the 

A68. Shildon will not be 
served by this service. 
Passengers who nor-
mally use Service X1 
from Shildon are advised 
to catch Service 5 or 1B 
instead.

There are no changes to 
the timetable for passen-
gers boarding anywhere 
between Tow Law, Crook, 
Bishop Auckland & Tin-
dale Crescent/South 
Church.

The above diversions 
are temporary and will 
be in place until end of 
service on Sunday 3rd 
June, after which normal 
routes and timetables 
will be reinstated.

“We apologise in 
advance for any incon-
venience this may cause, 
however these diversions 
are due to circumstances 
beyond our control,” 
said a spokesperson for 
Arriva.

BUS DIVERSIONS DUE 
TO ROAD CLOSURE

AS WELL as regular 
weekly events such as 
coffee mornings every 
Thursday at 10am, Shil-
don Methodist Church 
also has several other 
activities taking place 
each month.

A Games & Craft Night 
takes place on Friday 1st 
June from 7pm. 

“Why not pop along and 
have a game of snooker, 
play board games, bring 
along your craft materi-
als, enjoy a DVD or sim-
ply have a chat over a 
cuppa?” encouraged a 
spokesperson.

Entrance costs £1 which 
includes refreshments.

On Tuesday 5th June 
the Souper Friendly 

Kitchen takes place once 
again.

Enjoy a hearty bowl of 
soup, biscuits and tea 
for just £1. Afterwards, 
stay and enjoy a chat or a 
game of dominoes.

The church’s popular 
Quiz Evening takes place 
on Friday 8th June. Tick-
ets cost £5 and include 
pie, peas, cake and tea.

Finally on Thursday 
19th July enjoy Afternoon 
Tea with entertainment 
for just £5 between 3pm 
and 4.30pm.

For more information on 
any of the above events, 
call 01388 775366 or 
773171. Alternatively, 
visit shildonmethod-
istchurch.org.

EVENTS AT THE METHODIST

facebook.com/
shildontowncrier

She first moved to Shil-
don when she was 14 
years old and it soon 
became home. 

“I’ve made some great 
friendships here over the 
years, with people that I 
consider like family,” she 
said. 

“Initially, after leaving 
school, my career was 
in retail, then hospital-
ity, while raising my son 
Tyler who went to Timothy 
Hackworth School.”

After a period living in 
the Isle of Wight, where 
she gained an Honours 
Degree in Psychology, she 
returned home to Shildon 
in 2002 and has remained 
ever since and still lives in 
the same home with her 
partner Kevin. 

“My mum also lives in 
the town,” she says, “as 
does my son and his 
family. And I’ve recently 
become a grandmother, 
or Nanny Lulu, to Darron.”

She spent two years 
working with the Youth 
Justice Panel for Restora-
tive Justice before retrain-
ing and attaining a Dip in 
Counselling from Bishop 
Auckland College.

In 2008 she became the 
Counselling Manager at 
South Durham Counsel-
ling Service, which  subse-
quently won two awards, 
and was deemed a spe-
cialist service by the local 
Clinical Commissioning 
Group.

In 2017 she returned 
to private practice as a 
Severe Trauma Counsel-
lor.

“Mental health and its 
promotion is very impor-
tant to me,” she says. “It’s 
a vocation.”

As well as The Sanctuary@
Shildon, she also volunteers 
with the award-winning 
Checkpoint programme 
with Durham Constabu-
lary, which works to reduce 
re-offending.

In her spare time she 
enjoys watching motor-
cycle racing, listening 
to music, is a voracious 
reader and always has a 
number of books on the go. 

“I’ve learned a lot dur-
ing my time as a Town 
Councillor for the Thick-
ley Ward and plan to work 
towards making Shildon 
a better place to live and 
work, albeit in a small way, 
during my time as Mayor.” 
she added.

SHILDON ELECTS NEW MAYOR
FROM PAGE 1
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to be right in my face! I 
jumped up and down with 
elation and clapped my 
hands together excitably, 
incapable of containing 
the rush of emotion.

Ten minutes had sud-
denly passed, and the 
timer read 00:00:00. 

The crowd went silent 
in anticipation. The 
instrumental music of Be 
Alright started. The lights 
began to flash and the 
crowd was roaring.

Where is she? It felt like 
forever, but then I couldn’t 
believe my eyes when 
the curtains parted and… 
there she was! She strut-
ted through, then posed in 
glory to her cheering fans.

This is how much of the 
night continues. 

The concert ended, and 
Ariana made her grace-
ful exit. Because we had 
moved round to the stage, 
it had been a struggle to 
fight through the swarm 
of people leaving the floor 
area to get back to our 
seats where my friend 
had left her merch.

We were making our 
way out, high on life and 
music, chatty, giddy, 
pockets empty but hands 
full of merchandise when 
it happened.

A large bang. Or what 
seemed like two. Scream-
ing. A stream of people 
flooding back into the 
arena. In that moment, 
it felt like the world had 
stopped turning.

My friend grabbed me 
by the wrist, jolting me 
back into reality: ‘No! No! 
No!’

We ran.
We didn’t know what 

was happening or where 
we were going, we just 
ran. Hand in hand.

The rest of the night was 
just a blur of panic and 
exchanged I love yous, 
which we though could be 
our last. 

My friend and I held 
hands the entire night. We 
still didn’t know what had 
happened.

The radio is what broke 
the news. A bomb. I 
texted my parents and 
friends, posted on any of 
my social media handles 
telling people I am safe.

When I stepped through 
my front door into my 
mother’s arms, I instantly 
felt guilty.

So many were not going 
to do the same that night. 
Not ever.

The next few days and 
weeks were incredibly 
rough. I still got up every 
day and went to school, 
but only as a hollowed 
figure, the void filled with 
guilt and despair.

I continued to plough 
through my exams, 
because I wasn’t going to 
let the terror attack take 
yet another thing away 
from me. It had already 
taken 22 lives and injured 
hundreds more, shattered 
happiness, broken rela-
tionships and destroyed 
families - leaving nothing 
but ugly consequences in 
its wake.

I am incredibly lucky to 
be alive. I know that. So 
you may be wondering 
why I feel guilty. Shouldn’t 

One year ago, on 22nd May, 
Shildon’s Asia Grabowski 
was making her way out 
of Manchester Arena 
when a terror attack killed 
22 young concert goers, 
maimed hundreds and 
traumatised thousands 
more. She and her friend 
survived the attack and, 
one year on, she describes 
that fateful day.

22ND MAY 2017. I will 
never forget that day.

Anyone alive at that time 
won’t either.

And I still remember it so 
clearly.

I woke up, excited, 
adrenaline pumping 
through my veins, but also 
a nervous anticipation 
surging through me; I had 
two GCSE exams that day, 
but waiting for me at the 
finishing line was the Dan-
gerous Woman Tour, the 
concert I’d been waiting 
for, for months – count-
ing down the weeks, days, 
hours, minutes, seconds. 

It was going to be my 
first concert ever and 
what I thought was going 
to be the best day of my 
life thus far – and it was. 
But it was also the worst.

I woke up, got ready, ate 
a breakfast with the req-
uisite nutrients to attain 
maximum brain power, 
and headed off to school, 
both mentally and physi-
cally preparing myself for 
the gruelling hours that 
were ahead.

A swift one hour 45 min-
utes in the morning and my 
English Literature Paper 1 
exam was over, and I was 

ready to jump the next, 
fast approaching hurdle: 
Geography Paper 1.

I could hardly sit still in 
my seat, because the real-
ity that I was going to see 
Ariana Grande in the flesh 
in less than seven hours 
or so was too overwhelm-
ing.

I practically raced out 
the door as the invigila-
tors declared ‘time’s up, 
put your pens down’, and 
the hasty makeover for 
the night was well under-
way.

Soon after, my friend 
and I were en route  to 
Manchester Arena, pre-
pared to have an experi-
ence of a lifetime. Well, 
that it certainly was.

From the moment that 
security gave us the all-
clear our minds were set 
on one thing only: mer-
chandise. Making swift 
movement through the 
corridor, we collected our 
exclusive merch and then 
headed eagerly towards 
the merchandise stall. We 
couldn’t risk missing out 
on a selection of clothing 
sizes, or something get-
ting sold out.

We were lucky enough 
to have snatched 7th row 
floor tickets, meaning we 
were in the immediate 
vicinity of the stage. 

The buzz of excitement 
from the crowd of 21,000 
amplified, indicating our 
readiness for what we had 
all been waiting for.

As soon as the ten-min-
ute countdown began, 
reality abruptly took a hold 
of me. Ariana was going 

SURVIVING MANCHESTER: ONE YEAR ON
Manchester’s Worker Bee motif has become a symbol of the city’s resoluteness in the face of last year’s terror attack.

I be expressing gratitude? 
Celebrating life because 
of all of those who can’t?

But it’s not that simple.
I feel guilty, not because 

I believe I should have 
been injured or dead, but 
because I wasn’t injured.

Hundreds of people 
suffered and endured so 
much more pain than me; 
they lost parents, siblings, 
aunties, uncles, cousins, 
and friends, saw things 
that they shouldn’t have 
and which will traumatise 
them for life.

I didn’t see anything, I 
didn’t lose anyone. And 
because of that, I feel my 
sadness is invalidated 
because there are those 
who were extremely 
worse off.

I don’t know who I am, 
lost in all of this.

Am I a victim? Am I a wit-
ness?

It’s hard to write this, to 
express what I feel and 
mean, using the right 
words.

I am not saying I wish I 
was injured or dead, I am 
not saying I wish I lost 
someone close to me. I 
am saying that I feel as 
though I am ‘not allowed’ 
to be sad, because lots 
of people suffered more 
than me, and they are the 
ones who should be sad, 
not me.

I am happy to be alive, 
and from the bottom of 
my heart, am sincerely 
grateful that I was lucky 
enough to not see any-
thing that might scar me, 
or lose anyone significant 
in my life. Rationally, I 
know that I am allowed to 
be sad about what hap-
pened. But for some rea-
son there’s a part of me 
that makes me feel guilty 
for being so.

It is hard to recover 
from trauma that is 
encrypted into your mem-
ories, locked up inside 
your head. However, the 
love, stoicism, bravery, 
strength and unity that 
resurrected in response 
to hatred has aided mas-
sively in my own and many 
other survivors’ healing.

We can’t stop or predict 
terror, but we can chal-
lenge it. We have to love 
stronger, sing louder, and 
laugh more. We won’t let 
hate win.

 
- Read Asia’s unabridged 

story at her blog on our 
website at www.swd.news.
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HUMBLES GARAGE
01388 778070  |  07778 117 778

1 ROBSON STREET SHILDON, DL4 1EB

WE ARE NOW CLOSED ON SATURDAYS

MOTs - MOTORBIKES, 
CARS AND VANS

SERVICING
TYRES

EXHAUSTS

Andrew’s Roofing
Chimney Stacks - 

Ridge Tile Repairs - New Roofs - 
Flat Roofs - Slating & Tiling - 

Felting and Pointing - Repairs 
UPVC, Gutters, Fascias, Soffits 

& Flat Roofing Specialist

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

Grass Cutting from £5
All outdoor work 

undertaken
No job too small

01388 450629
07738 673 201

Friendly, local, reliable service

Keith McLean
Joiner and Builder

01740 651629
0771 875 4249

Loft and Garage Conversions,
Fitted Kitchens, Roofing, All 

types of Building Work.
Competitive Rates
30 years experience

HOWLISH HALL CARE HOME
BISHOP AUCKLAND
01388 741792

RESIDENTIAL
PERMANENT, RESPITE, CONVALESCENT AND 

DAY CARE AVAILABLE IN A 
WARM AND 

FRIENDLY ENVIRONMENT
CALL ANYTIME 

TO VIEW

uted towards the mural, 
for which they received 
a certificate from the col-
lege. 

“The finished prod-

uct is an amazing piece 
of work, which we are 
very proud to display 
within the centre,” said a 
spokesperson.

JUBILEE FIELDS Com-
munity Centre’s Ladies 
Club have enjoyed a four 
week Introduction to Tap-
estry course delivered 

by Bishop Auckland Col-
lege, culminating in the 
production of a fantastic 
wall mural. 

All the ladies contrib-

LADIES CLUB DISPLAY MURAL
The Jubilee Fields Ladies Club members with their tapestry.

ST JOHN’S Church are 
holding a Coffee Morning 
for Christian Aid on Satur-
day 26th May, from 10am 
to 11.30am.

There will be the usual 
cake stall as well as a 
tombola.

All are welcome.

ST JOHN’S 
COFFEE 
MORNING

THE BUSY Bees fundrais-
ing group are to hold a 
Table Top Sale this Friday, 
25th May, at Foundations 
on Church Street (oppo-
site Costa Coffee). Pop in 
between 10am and 1pm 
when there will be bargains 
galore, as well as tea & cof-
fee, cakes, a tombola and a 
‘name the doll’ competition.

BUSY BEES’ 
TABLE TOP SALE

SHILDON AFC Support-
ers’ Club’s latest lottery 
draw took place at Shildon 
AFC social club on Sunday 
20th May. The six numbers 
drawn on the night were: 3, 
6, 7, 8, 10 and 11. With no 
jackpot winners, the con-
solation prize of £25 was 
won by P Aldworth.

This week, players must 
match the six numbers 
drawn from the remaining 
10 to scoop the £900 jack-
pot. You can now purchase 
tickets from the Town Crier 
offices at £2 each.

LOTTO ROLLS 
OVER TO £900

Students from Bishop 
Auckland College 
offered pampering 
therapies and there 
was a reminiscing sing-
along followed by light 
refreshments.

Also available was an 
array of information on 
support available in the 
local community and an 

opportunity to socialise 
with others attending.

The purpose of the 
event is to raise aware-
ness around dementia, 
promote the Dementia 
Friendly Community ini-
tiative and identify how 
Shildon can be made 
a Dementia Friendly 
Town.  

RESIDENTS FROM 
Holly Lodge Care Home 
on Maddison Street 
enjoyed a trip to Shil-
don’s Civic Hall on 
Wednesday 23rd May, 
where they attended 
a Dementia Friendly 
event, organised by 
Shildon Dementia 
Friendly Partnership.

Residents of Holly Lodge meet members of Shildon’s Neighbourhood Policing Team. 

DEMENTIA FRIENDLY EVENT
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Companionship, friendship 
and fun are guaranteed!

• Dogs to suit your
lifestyle

• Completely flexible
• Trial stays to ensure

 compatibility
• Full support and

advice
• A playmate for your

own dog

Dog lovers wanted
Join our local host community

BarkingMad.uk.com 
Joanne Hewitt - 0191 580 5111
joanne.hewitt@barkingmad.uk.com

found myself in the USA 
and Zambia. 

My trips to Florida 
started when I was teach-
ing and went there for a 
free summer vacation (the 
priesthood has its perks).

But it was in 1995 that 
my life changed dramat-
ically when I was invited 
to spend three months 
in Zambia, working with 
handicapped children. 

As a qualified physio-
therapist, I was asked 
to visit a number of mis-
sions in Zambia run by a 
religious order of sisters 
whose charism was to 
care for the handicapped. 

They had good provision 
for education, and in fact 
were leaders in bringing 
Zambia up to date with 
the possibilities of how 
special needs children 
could be educated. 

But although they ran a 
general hospital, they did 
not have facilities for the 
diagnosis and treatment 
of children with physical 
special needs. 

So I joined them on their 

missions, some of which 
were 1,000km apart, and 
we sat under trees or bor-
rowed a small, not very 
private room in order to 
assess and treat a num-
ber of children. 

The biggest thrill was 
seeing children being able 
to walk again, and getting 
some provision for ongo-
ing care for those who 
had never had any access 
to treatment.

As well as work, there was 
time for play and as I was 
still able to kick a football 
those days, I was invited to 
join in with football-mad 
children. (I owned the ball 
so it was no surprise!)  

It was during one of 
those games that I got to 
know a 12-year-old boy 
named Andrew whom I 
adopted informally when 
he came to live in Eng-
land. He attended school 
here for three years 
before returning home. 

They say that children 
change your lives and that 
was even true for a celi-
bate priest!

FOLLOWING A recent 
article in the Crier about 
a group of ladies who 
knit vests for babies in 
Zambia as part of Father 
Tony Cornforth’s project 
there, we wrote to the St 
Thomas’ Church priest to 
ask for an insight into the 
work he carries out in the 
southern African nation. 

I HAVE been parish priest 
at St Thomas’ Church 
in Shildon for just a few 
months and I had only 
been here for a couple of 
weeks when  I got lost get-
ting home to Aycliffe from 
Bishop Auckland. 

After a brief panic, I rec-
ognised I was in Shildon 
and breathed a sigh of 
relief that I was home!

Being a native of Dar-
lington, the area is not 
unknown to me although 
my only remembrance of 
Shildon is when the North 
Road workshops in Dar-
lington closed and railway 
carriage fitting was cen-
tralised in Shildon (my dad 
lost his job!)

Like most Catholic 
priests I have moved 
around quite a lot and 

SHILDON PRIEST ON A MISSION
Fr Cornforth with his Zambian family.

Royal Wedding Celebrations
Thank you for publishing our news on the Prince William and 
Meghan coffee/tea morning.

The wedding celebration went very well with numerous 
people dropping in for a cuppa and a chat. We wish to thank 
all who attended the event and in particular the Co-op shop 
in Redworth Road, Shildon, who donated the tea and coffee.

The signed card has now been sent to the Royal Couple to 
convey the good wishes from the Friends of Jubilee Fields 
Estate on behalf of all the residents.

Kind regards
Ray Parkin

Letters to the Editor...
Email: crier@swd.news stating ‘Letter’ in the subject line.
Write to: Letters, Shildon & District Town Crier, 3-4 First 
Floor Offices, Shildon Town Council, Shildon DL4 1AH.
All letters (including emails) must include the writer’s name, 
address, postal code and contact number and may be edited.
The maximum length for letters is 200 words.

Killer to be freed
This was the front page headline in The West Australian 
Newspaper of 10-5-2018: ‘Child Killer to be Freed’. The West 
is the only daily newspaper in the vast state of Western 
Australia.

Arthur Greer was convicted and jailed for life in 1993 for the 
murder of Sharon Mason, aged fifteen. Sharon was reported 
missing in 1983. Her mutilated body was found in 1992 by 
workers excavating behind a shop previously owned by Greer.

After numerous appeals Greer was again found guilty in 
1994 and sentenced once again to life imprisonment. Greer 
has never once shown any remorse and continues today 
to protest his innocence. Since the year 2001 his parole 
applications have been denied. When the frail 80 year-old 
Greer is released he will be deported to the United Kingdom,  
that being the land of his birth. 

I assume he can change his name and spend the rest of his 
life on the over stretched UK’s Social Security and National 
Health Service. The irony of this is that in the 17th and 18th  
centuries the United Kingdom exiled their criminals, many for 
minor offences, to Australia. Now, in the beginning of the 21st 
century Australia is exiling their convicted child murderers to 
the United Kingdom.

Arthur Greer  should have spent the rest of his miserable life 
in a maximum security jail in WA. Not living in the United 
Kingdom.

I write this as both my wife Mavis (nee Lindsay) and I read the 
weekly Crier online. We lived in St Paul’s Terrace before we 
came to Australia in 1968.

Bernie (Barney) Whitworth
Safety Bay, Western Australia  

A. FrAncis
Roofing & Building

From a single slate to a new roof
Gutters cleaned and inspected

Chimney repairs

No job too small
Tel: 01388 833853

Mob: 07811 848228
Established 1987

Repointing to brickwork

NAYLORS AERIALS

£45

01388 720994

From
Just

Quality Materials Used

TV AERIALS 

Supplied & Fitted

Event safety information 
for organisers

If you are planning an event, 
please contact the County 
Durham Safety Advisory 

Group for advice, guidance 
and suport to ensure that 
your event is a safe one.

Email safeevents@durham.
gov.uk

Visit www.durham.gov.uk/
eventsafety
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(half:1h 53m), Emma 
Flynn (half:2h 54m, 5k: 
35m) and, in his first race 
back after surgery, Kevin 
Thornton with a 5k time 
of 30 minutes.

Over the same weekend 
Colin Wild was the first 
over-55 male home in the 
“challenging and brutal” 
Ravenscar Trail Half Mar-
athon with a great time of 
1h 56m. 

David Little took part in 
the seven mile Pier to Pier 
run with a brilliant time of 
under an hour (58m 28s).

And the local Raby Cas-
tle 10k saw entries from 
Daniel Jefferey (41m 
dead) and Richard Trow-
les (42m 44s). 

The previous Sunday 
also saw many of the 
SRAC members out and 
about.

Richard Trowles and 

Bob Treby took part in 
the Sunderland 10k with 
times of 40m 50s and 
58m 59s respectively.

Also in Sunderland, 
Daniel Jefferey and David 
Little completed the half 
marathon (1h 30m and 1h 
53m).  

In Ripon, Hazel Johnson 
completed her hilly 10k 
in 1h 25m and in Durham 
Si Butterworth headed to 
the fields and mud to run 
a trail 10k in a time of 1 
hour 39 minutes.

If you’re interested in 
joining Shildon Running & 
Athletic Club you can con-
tact them by email at sec 
retary@shildonrunning.
co.uk. 

You can find out more 
by searching Shildon Run-
ning Club on Facebook 
and follow them on Twit-
ter @ShildonRunning.

THE LAST couple of 
weekends have been busy 
ones for the senior mem-
bers of Shildon Running & 
Athletic Club.

Last weekend saw a 
group of runners head to 
Liverpool to compete in 
several races each in the 
Rock and Roll series of 
runs.

Runners took part in 
one, two or three of the 
half-marathon, 5k and 
one mile races and got a 
gorgeous set of medals 
for their efforts.  

The team were John 
Gray (half marathon in 2h 
59m), Viv Rudge (half:2h 
46m), Ian Rudge: (half:2h 
7m, 5k:27m and the one 
mile race), 

JP Hupin (half:2h 18m), 
James Ross (half:2h 
40m, 5k:29m and the 
one mile), Drew Griffith 

ROCK ‘N’ ROLL WEEKEND FOR 
RUNNING CLUB SENIORS

Shildon’s senior runners picked up an eclectic set of medals in Liverpool.

SHILDON MADE it 
three wins from four as 
they maintained their 
unbeaten start to the sea-
son with an 81 run victory 
over Norton.

Having lost the toss, 
Shildon were asked to bat 
first on a hot summer’s 
day and were quickly in 
trouble falling to 30 for 3. 

The innings was soon 
back on track, though, as 
Tom Wickins continued 
his early season form at 
the top of the order mak-
ing a solid 35. 

However it was Chris 
Young’s faultless innings 
that turned the tide in Shil-
dons favour.

In an unusually subdued 
knock he batted almost 
throughout the 40 overs 
carrying the team to their 
total of 219 before fall-
ing 14 runs short of what 
would have been a well 
deserved ton.

Shane Rowley again pro-
vided support in the dying 

STRONG START TO SEASON 
CONTINUES FOR SHILDON BR

Batsmen watch on from the pavilion at Shildon Railway CC.
          Photo: Tom Clegg.

overs with an energetic 
32 that left Norton with a 
daunting chase in difficult 
conditions. 

In reply, Norton started 
brightly and showed 
attacking intent in their 
bid to chase down the 
target with Shildon a little 
slow to get into gear. 

However, once the BR 
made their first break-
through, wickets fell at 
regular intervals and were 
shared amongst the bowl-
ers. 

Rob Nevison took three 
while Phil Garbut, Shane 
Rowley, Matty Franklin 
and Tom Wickins col-
lected two apiece. 

The win means Shildon 
currently sit second in the 
division behind league 
leaders Thornaby.

Shildon’s next game 
comes this Saturday at 
home against Whitby as 
the side hope to continue 
their strong start the sea-
son.

SHILDON AFC Supporters 
Club is calling for volun-
teers who can spare any 
amount of time to help 
with the club’s annual 
spruce up in preparation 

for the coming season.
The weekend spruce up 

will take place on Satur-
day 16th and Sunday 17th 
June, from 9am onwards 
each day. 

Refreshments and food 
will be provided by the 
football club. 

The weekend will involve 
a general clean up around 
the ground as well as 

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS FOR SHILDON AFC SPRUCE UP WEEKEND
painting of perimeter 
boards and any other odd 
jobs that may be required. 

Volunteers are asked, 
wherever possible, to 
bring along any spare tins 

of white paint they may 
have, and paintbrushes 
and rollers. 

Equipment will also be 
provided for those who 
cannot bring any along.


