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AIR AMBULANCE 
CALLED TO 
MULTI-VEHICLE 
BYPASS CRASH
THE GREAT North Air 
Ambulance was called to 
a crash involving several 
vehicles on Saturday 28th 
April, at around 10am.

Four people were injured 
in the incident on Shildon 
bypass, outside of J. Den-
ham Metals, with one car 
ending up on its side.

A spokesman for the 
Great North Air Ambulance 
said a doctor and para-
medic were flown to the 
scene and worked along-
side members of the North 
East Ambulance Service to 
treat the patients, however 
nobody was airlifted from 
the scene. 

Durham Police said the 
driver of a Citroen C3 – a 
47-year-old local woman 
– was taken to James 
Cook University Hospital, 
in Middlesbrough, with a 
suspected broken jaw.

The drivers of the other 
three vehicles, an MG, a 
VW Polo and a Mercedes 
which was fitted with a 
trailer, were taken to Dar-
lington Memorial Hospital 
suffering from a variety of 
minor injuries.

The road was closed for 
more than two hours to 
allow for the scene of the 
collision to be cleared.

Durham Constabulary 
have confirmed that there 
will be no investigation 
into the incident.

Community Project Manager Paula Nelson (centre) with some of the gardeners and PCs Alex & Kathryn.

COMMUNITY GARDEN WELCOMES NEW FACES
TWELVE PEOPLE visited 
Furnace Community Gar-
den last weekend to take 
part in the yearly Big Dig.

The team welcomed 

new gardeners Jane and 
Reece to the community 
garden and everyone 
enjoyed tidying and pre-
paring the raised beds for 

the planting season.
Local police officers 

Kathryn and Alex also 
paid a visit to say hello to 
everyone. 

For more information 
about getting involved 
with the community gar-
dens, contact Shildon 
Alive! on 01388 417600.

L O U I S A   B E D
RRP £599 - OUR PRICE £499 - (mattress extra)

- Many colours to choose from -

www.hackettandbaines.co.uk 47-49 Main Street, Shildon, DL4 1AF • Tel: 01388 772671

Park right outside our showroom and shop at your leisure!

SHILDON IS to lose its 
dedicated Sergeant after 
Durham Constabulary 
has taken the decision 
to absorb the duties 
of the role into that of 
Sedgefield’s  Police Ser-
geant, a decision which 
has drawn concerns from 
the town’s MP.

Helen Goodman 
explained: “Durham Con-
stabulary have agreed to 
reduce the number of Ser-
geants in South Durham 
from three to just two. 

“The Sergeant respon-
sible for Shildon will now 
also cover Sedgefield, 
another large and diverse 
area more than 12 miles 
away. This is absurd, and 
cannot make any financial 
or practical sense.

“This is unfair to Shildon 
residents who were reas-
sured that the Sergeant 
would not be withdrawn 
from the town and were 
not asked to consult on 
the decision with Durham 
Constabulary. 

“Sergeant Andy Boyd 
was instrumental in 
rebuilding Shildon’s con-
fidence in Durham Con-
stabulary, in particular 
it’s work to tackle drugs 
and anti-social behaviour. 
That work is now being 
undone as residents are 
understandably worried 
about the risk of increas-
ing crime. 

“I have shared these 
concerns with Mike Bar-
ton, Chief Constable of 
Durham Constabulary. I 

hope that Durham Police 
can reverse their decision 
and continue to provide 
Shildon with the police 
support its residents have 
come to rely upon and 
trust.”

A Durham Constab-
ulary spokeswoman 
commented: “A decision 
has been made that the 
Sedgefield Sergeant 
will additionally assume 
responsibility for Shildon. 

SHILDON TO LOSE DEDICATED SERGEANT

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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SEND US YOUR STORIES

If you have a story you 
would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
We are especially 
interested in good

news, be it personal 
achievements, local 

fundraising, community 
service or any other 

positive stories. Call us 
on 01388 775896 or 

email crier@swd.news

DISCLAIMER

The Shildon & District 
Town Crier cannot be
held responsible for 
advertisers offering
goods or services. 

As a general rule we would
advise anyone not to 
part with any money

until an order has been 
completed to your

full satisfaction. 
All information is correct,

to the best of our 
knowledge, at the time of

printing. 
The Shildon & District Town 

Crier accepts articles in
good faith and takes 
no responsibility for

errors and/or omissions.

Support your local 
community newspaper 

by mentioning the 
Shildon Town Crier 
when contacting 

advertisers.
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BirthdaysBirthdays

In Memoriam

Passed  Away

Services
T&D Fencing Services.
Tel: 07974 618 146.

April 22, suddenly in hospital, 
of Shildon. Glandon Byron 

aged 96 years.

Funeral Thursday May 10, 
will friends please meet 
at 9.45am for service in 

Shildon Methodist church 
followed by cremation at 
Wear Valley Crematorium.

Family flowers only 
donations in lieu to 
Macmillan Nurses.

Kitto

Dearly loved friend and 
companion to Lilian 

Patricia and Andrew Nash.

Funeral,  1pm on 14th 
May at St John’s Church, 
followed by interment at 

Shildon Cemetery. 
Mam & Dad together again.

Isabella Makinson

Passed away on Thursday 
26th April, aged 82.

(Bella)

Wife of the late Les.

Will family and friends 
please meet for service 

in Shildon Methodist 
Church on Thursday 10th 
May at 12 noon, followed 
by interment in Shildon 

Cemetery. 

Elliott (nee Ingledew)
April 22nd, suddenly, Mary 
of Shildon, aged 83 years.
Devoted Wife of the late 
George Elliott. A dearly 

loved Sister of Joyce and 
John. Also a very dear Aunt 
and good friend to many.

Family and friends please 
meet for service at Wear 

Valley Crematorium, 
Coundon, at 3.30pm on 

Friday 4th May. Donations 
in memory of Myra can be 

left to Barnado’s.

Myra Ash
(Nee McAvoy)

Peacefully passed away 
23rd April, aged 74 years, of 

Shildon.
Loving Wife of the late 

Bob, loving Mam of Claire, 
Mother-in-Law of Simon, 
beloved Nana to Lennon, 

Sister to Jim and Christine, 
Aunt to Nicola and Great 

Aunt. Friend to many.

Passed  Away

Miss you,
Sadie & Michael

xxx

Cathie Wheatley

If I could have a wish today
It would be to have you 

here today,
A Sister so precious, 

That was you
Kind, loving and true

May 7th 1995
Aged 37 years

Love forever,
Mam & family

xxx

Geraldine Henderson

We love and miss you 
every day

20th December 1969 
- 9th May 2009

Birthdays

Love, Lee & Claire

Brian Allison

Happy birthday Dad
Have a lovely birthday

70th Birthday
5th May

Love you always,
Sandra

Brian Allison

Happy Birthday Brian
5th May

70!

Love you to the moon and 
back, Kyle & Megan

Brian Allison

Happy birthday Grandad

70th Birthday
5th May

Love Travis
xx

Joanne Louise Stout

Happy Birthday Mam
3.5.1987

Love Mam & Dad
xx

Joanne Louise Stout
Happy Birthday Joanne

Love you loads,
Chell
xxx

Glen Milner

Happy 30th birthday
3rd May

30!

Love Callum
x

Glen Milner
Happy 30th birthday

Love Yvonne & George

Glen Milner
Happy 30th birthday

Love Marc & Jacob

Glen Milner
Happy 30th birthday

30!

Love you loads,
Mam & Glen

xxx

Callum McWilliam

Happy 15th Birthday
7th May

Love always,
Nanna & Grandad

xx

Callum McWilliam
Happy 15th Birthday

Free

Forever Home Wanted
For small black and white 
cat (female). 3 Years Old, 
neutered & very friendly. 

Genuine reason for 
rehoming.

Call 07833 223 795

Congratulations on your 
60th kidda!

Looking Good.

Julie Bowtell

Love and best wishes,
Jean & Jim,

John & Mandy
xxx

7th May 2018

60!
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07912 151395
Find us on Facebook 

EG CLEAN TEAM
Professional cleaning services

Contact Elisha on 

Need a hand keeping on top 
of the chores? Let us do the 
hard work so you can relax!
15% off for NEW CLIENTS 

With this advert
General Cleaning, One Off Clean,  
End of or Pre-Tenancy 
Cleans, Ironing, Ovens

HUMBLES GARAGE
01388 778070  |  07778 117 778

1 ROBSON STREET SHILDON, DL4 1EB

WE ARE NOW CLOSED ON SATURDAYS

MOTs - MOTORBIKES, 
CARS AND VANS

SERVICING
TYRES

EXHAUSTS

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

Acknowledgements

Peter & Shirley Quinn
Wish to thank family and 
friends for attending the 
wedding of Nathan and 

Hannah Hanratty on 28th 
April 2018. Thank you for 
all the love and support 

given to the couple. 
Special thanks goes to 

Father Anthony Cornforth, 
Gordon the Chauffeur, 

Birds Taxi, Shildon Civic Hall 
staff, the photographers, 

Direct Sound,  Venue 
Drapers, Dash and 

everyone who helped 
make the day memorable. 

Big thanks to Jeanette 
Mensforth. We could not 
have done it without you.

Electrician
NIC EIC registered, safety 
inspections, fuse box 
upgrades, lights, rewires, 
electric showers, electric 
cookers, emergency call outs. 
On call 7 days a week. 
Tel: 07902 684 258.

The match took place 
at  Barnard Castle Cricket 
Club and raised £1,006 for 
two choisen charities; the 
Cystic Fibrosis Trust and 
the Bradley Lowery Foun-
dation. The funds were 
divided evenly between 
both causes. 

It is the second year the 
match has taken place 
and just like the first, Shil-

don won convincingly with 
Martyn Tweddle claiming 
man of the match after 
his performances with 
both bat and ball. 

Shildon’s next Support-
ers Club meeting takes 
place on Sunday 20th May 
from 11am at the football 
ground clubhouse, fol-
lowed by live coverage of 
the FA Vase final.

SHILDON AFC’S last 
Supporters Club meeting 
included the presenta-
tion of a charity cheque 
to  the Cystic Fibrosis 
Trust, one of two charities 
which benefited from a 
fundraising cricket match 
between the Supporters 
Club and Glaxo Sports 
and Social Club last sum-
mer.

SUPPORTERS’ CHARITY INNINGS
Shildon AFC manager, Daniel Moore and Supporters Club committee member, Peter 
Rowley, present a cheque for £503 to the Cystic Fibrosis Trust. 

Please ask your kids to keep away
Dear readers, I am one of a group of local people who run and 
maintain the Dean Street football ground. 
Could I please make a plea to parents of young children living 
in the local area?
Every evening after school finishes we are having children 
climb the boundary fence and playing in the ground. 
Apart from the danger of them falling off the fence, the 
football ground is not a safe place for children to play. 
I have on two occasions found children climbing the floodlight 
pylons. Should they have fallen they could have laid there for 
hours as our volunteers are only here part time.
The kids I’ve spoken to are lovely kids who are only searching 
for adventure.
Please, please ask your children to keep out.
Thank you,
Norman Smith

Letters to the Editor...
Email: crier@swd.news stating ‘Letter’ in the subject line.
Write to: Letters, Shildon & District Town Crier, 3-4 First 
Floor Offices, Shildon Town Council, Shildon DL4 1AH.
All letters (including emails) must include the writer’s name, 
address, postal code and contact number and may be edited.
The maximum length for letters is 200 words.

SHILDON AFC’S end of 
season Player Presenta-
tion night will take place 
at Shildon Civic Hall this 
year, with both the first 
team presentation and the 
Development Centre pres-
entations taking place on 
the same evening, Satur-
day 12th May from 6pm.

The evening will also 
include an auction of mem-
orabilia with star prizes 
including a signed Mickey 
Barron Middlesbrough 
shirt, a Shildon shirt signed 
by Chris Coleman and 
David Bayler’s Shildon shirt 
from the famous Notts 
County FA Cup tie.  

END OF SEASON PRESENTATION

DURHAM CONSTABU-
LARY’S Shildon Neigh-
bourhood Police Team 
attended a property 
in Thomas Street on 
Wednesday 25th April, 
where a quantity of can-

nabis plants were found 
and recovered. 

This amounted to 
around £35,000 worth 
of cannabis plants, 
which were seized by the 
officers.

£35,000 CANNABIS SEIZED

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

Keith McLean
Joiner and Builder

01740 651629
0771 875 4249

Loft and Garage Conversions,
Fitted Kitchens, Roofing, All 

types of Building Work.
Competitive Rates
30 years experience

Domestics Direct 
AppliAnce repAirs

Washing Machines, Tumble 
Dryers, Electric Cookers, 

Vacuum Cleaners, Dish Washers

free locAl cAll out

Call Darren
Daytime: 07949 905 581
Evening: 01388 721 882

“For some time, we 
have had two sergeants 
covering Sedgefield and 
Shildon, however with 

the increase of demand 
in certain areas of the 
county and ongoing cuts 
to police resources, we 
have had to ensure we 
have even coverage of 
supervision across the 
county. 

“We do not take this 
decision lightly and would 

like to reassure residents 
of Shildon that there are 
no changes to the num-
bers of Police Constables 
and Police Community 
Support Officers on the 
team and the town will 
still receive the best level 
of policing and supervi-
sory support.”

SHILDON LOSE DEDICATED SERGEANT
FROM PAGE 1

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron
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DID YOU know that Shildon 
Alive! in Church Street run 
an NEFirst Credit Union 
point for savings and 
loans? And as an incentive 
to get more adults saving, 
the Illegal Money Lending 
Team are using proceeds-
of-crime funds to offer a 
£25 bonus to those who 
open an account and save 
at least £1 per week for 12 
consecutive weeks.

The offer is available on 
a first-come, first-served 
basis as there are only 
limited places for the 
incentive, but those who 
sign up in time will be 

notified.
If an adult account is 

opened and £1+ per week 
is saved consecutively for 
12 weeks, the £25 incen-
tive will be automatically 
added to their account.

Application forms, for 
both adults and children, 
are available from Shildon 
Alive! at 19 Church Street. 
“Please also bring a form 
of identification and proof 
of home address, which 
will be photocopied as 
part of the sign up,” said a 
spokesperson. “Be quick 
and don’t miss this great 
incentive!”

FREE CASH FOR SAVERS 
THANKS TO CRIME FUND

the group. Helen has seen 
many young children join 
the Beaver Colony and 
watched their develop-
ment as they moved up 
to Wolf Cubs then onto 
Scouts. 

Many of these children 
are now grown and their 
own children are following 
in their parents’ footsteps 
and joining the Scouts. 

During their many years 
of dedicated service, 
Helen and Mike have 
seen many changes in 
the group, from the early 

years when it first met 
at the Natter Hut, to its 
current home at Jubilee 
Fields Community Centre.

Scouting has recently 
seen a resurgence in 
numbers and the group 
now has a waiting list 
for Beavers (5-8), limited 
spaces for Wolf Cubs 
(8-11) and room for those 
aged 11 and above to con-
sider Scouts. 

“From all in the group, 
Helen and Mike, thank you 
for a job well done,” said a 
spokesperson.

ON FRIDAY 27th April, the 
All Saints Baden-Pow-
ell Scout Group bade 
farewell to two of its 
long-serving members, as 
Helen and Mike Mahoney 
retired. 

Both had been with the 
group since the 1980s. 
Helen ran the Beaver Col-
ony looking after the 5-8 
year-olds for as long as 
anyone can remember, 
while husband Mike was 
Chairman. 

Over the years both have 
been very active within 

SCOUTING COUPLE RETIRE
Helen and Mike Mahoney show off their parting gifts.

our members,” said a 
spokesperson. 

This year, All Saints 
Scouts had a triple cel-
ebration. Both Paige 
Gordon and Shannon 
Irvine were presented 
with their Leaping Wolf 
award, the highest 
award given to a Wolf 
Cub, while Neil Cleasby, 
Group Scoutmaster 
received his fifteen year 
award. 

EACH YEAR Baden-Pow-
ell Scout groups from 
across the region meet 
at Hexham Abbey to cel-
ebrate St. George’s Day, 
not only because he is 
the  Patron Saint of Eng-
land, but because he is 
also the Patron Saint of 
Scouts. 

“Not only do we cele-
brate this fact, we also 
recognise and celebrate 
the achievements of 

CELEBRATING ST GEORGE

Shannon Irvine, Julie Bryceson, Area Commissioner for Wolf Cubs, Paige Gordon, Neil 
Cleasby and Jay Dodson, Chief Commissioner.

To Let

Tel: 07718 185427
07746 294399

Re-advertised due to 
time waster.  

Refurbished 2 Bed 
House, Thomas Street, 
Shildon. Rent £325pcm.

SHILDON AFC Supporters’ 
Club’s latest lottery draw 
took place at Shildon AFC 
social club on Sunday 29th 
April.

The six numbers drawn 
on the night were: 1, 3, 4, 5, 
10 and 14. With no jackpot 

winners, the consolation 
prize of £25 was won by A 
Graham.

This week, players must 
match the six numbers 
drawn from the remaining 
13 to scoop the £750 jack-
pot.

LOTTO RESULTS

SHILDON METHOD-
IST Church is to host 
a ‘Bricks ‘n’ Bits’ event 
next weekend, themed 
around the fun of LEGO.

There will be lots of 
Lego on display, as 
well as craft stalls and 
exhibits from Durham 
Amateur Football Trust 
and Shildon Recall His-
tory Club. 

There will be plenty for 
kids to do including face 
painting, balloon model-
ling and a treasure hunt, 
as well as refreshments. 
Admission costs £2 for 
adults and 50p for chil-
dren which includes a 
drink. 

All money raised is 
for Church funds and 
Action for Children, a 
charity which acts early 
to stop children being 
neglected or abused, 
supports parents and 
helps keep families 
together.

The event takes place 
on Saturday 12th May, 
from 10am to 3pm and 
all are welcome to go 
along.

BRICKS ‘N’ BITS

Casino & Race Night
Saturday 19th May
Elm Road WMC

£5 per ticket, includes gambling 
chips to play on all tables

(Roulette, Black Jack & Poker)

Prize of £100 for the person with 
the most chips at the end of the event

RACE NIGHT includes 8 races. 
Minimum bet £1 per race. 

Enhanced odds on final race.

Time served tradesman
Over 40 yrs experience
W. HEATHCOTE
Plumbing, Heating & 

Gas servicing & repairs
Call out service

•  Boilers installed, 
repaired and serviced

•  Central heating 
systems

•  Power flushing
•  Bathrooms refurbished

Got a problem?
Give me a call
01325 307052
0759 505 1717

www.wheathcote.com
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LORD ELLIOTT’S
CAFE   |   BAR   |   ROOMS

1  C H E A P S I D E .  S H I L D O N .  D U R H A M .  D L 4  2 H W

BUY ONE 
GET ONE 
FREE!

FRIDAY 
4TH MAY

7PM

Buy one drink and get one FREE with this advert.
One offer per customer. 
Valid from Friday 4th till Monday 7th May. See us on Facebook  |  www.lordelliotts.com  |  01388 229701

Cocktails  |  Craft Beers
Gin Gin Gin

Organic Loose Leaf Teas
Coffee  |  Cake

Lunches  |  Sharing Platters

dies could be avoided.
“I want the men from 

this region who are strug-
gling with these thoughts 
and other related mental 
health conditions to come 
forward and feel there is a 
safe and confidential envi-
ronment where they can 
talk and feel their issues 
will be relatable to the per-
son or people listening.

“Of course there are 
some amazing profes-
sional counsellors out 
there but the idea of 

ManHealth is that these 
groups will be comprised 
of like-minded and similar 
individuals, as will those 
leading the discussion in 
each group.

“We’ve conducted exten-
sive research. A feasibility 
study, supported by fund-
ing from the Big Lottery, 
consisted of interviewing 
ninety men, many health 
professionals and people 
in the voluntary sector in 
and around the South Dur-
ham region including my 
home town of Shildon.

“What we discovered is 
that there was, given the 
right forum, a great appe-
tite for talking about these 
issues from the local male 
population.

“Men are not good at 
talking at the best of times 
but often mental health is 
a particularly thorny issue 
that will not be discussed 
as it’s perceived as a sign 
of weakness. 

“Through a combination 
of shame, embarrassment 
and male pride, talking 
about their mental health 
issues to even their clos-
est friends and family, is 
completely off the table.

“But discussing their 
issues with others in a 

MALE SUICIDE is a sig-
nificant issue that is not 
going away.

ManHealth CIC is the 
North East’s first peer to 
peer group for men suffer-
ing from depression and 
has been running in Shil-
don for several weeks. 

Founder, Paul Bannister 
said: “If we could get to 
these men who are feel-
ing isolated and alone and 
encourage them to talk to 
someone, many of these 
irreversible human trage-

LET’S TALK ABOUT 
MENS’ MENTAL HEALTH

Paul Bannister, founder of ManHealth CIC.

similar position who have 
been through, or are going 
through, similar prob-
lems, such as experienc-
ing depression, we found 
there to be a very positive 
response.”

Paul experienced a chal-
lenging childhood but was 
able to forge a successful 
career as a teacher, later 
founding Heel & Toe, now 
one of the North East’s 
most prominent children’s 
charities specialising in 
therapy for those living 
with cerebral palsy and 
other related conditions 
and supported entirely by 
charitable donations.

He said: “My amazing 
daughter Hannah lives 
with cerebral palsy which 
I found incredibly diffi-
cult to accept initially and 
coming to terms recently 
with the fact that I have 
suffered throughout most 
of my life with depres-
sion was also a defining 
moment.”

Having recognised his 
own depression, he was 
able to use his experience 
of founding a prominent 
local charity and subse-
quent experience as a 
social entrepreneur and 
apply that to setting up 

ManHealth as a Commu-
nity Interest Company.

One of the service’s 
first users, Tom Watson, 
a social worker from the 
Darlington area attended 
ManHealth’s first group 
in Shildon on Wednes-
day 4th April, which was 
attended by ten men from 
the North East.

He said: “I’ve been look-
ing for something like 
ManHealth for a long time 
and there isn’t really any-
thing out there in my area. 

“It’s not easy to talk 
about mental health and 
it’s been really helpful to 
hear about other people 
in similar circumstances 
overcoming or living with 
their own mental health 
issues.”

ManHealth sessions 
in Shildon are open 
weekly every Wednes-
day between 6pm and 
8pm and take place at 
the Foundations Building, 
51-55 Church St. 

For more information 
visit www.manhealth.org.
uk, call  01388 320023 or  
email info@ManHealth.
org.uk. The group also 
has social media pages 
on Facebook,. Twitter and  
LinkedIn.
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JB JOINERY
All aspects of joinery 
& home improvement 
services undertaken

Free Estimates
Call John on 

07814 965 317
JB Joinery

A. FrAncis
Roofing & Building

From a single slate to a new roof
Gutters cleaned and inspected

Chimney repairs

No job too small
Tel: 01388 833853

Mob: 07811 848228
Established 1987

Repointing to brickwork

trimmed with blue. Page 
boys, Hannah’s cousin Ben 
Mensforth and Nathan’s 
nephew Jaxon Hanratty, 
wore top hat and tails 
together with the ushers 
Hannah’s cousins Ryan, 
Jack and Thomas Mens-
forth and good friend 
Owen Weir.

Nathan had two best men 
supporting him on the day, 
his brother Josh Hanratty 
and best friend Josh Bird. 
The bride’s father Peter 
Quinn, Nathan’s father 
Anthony Griffiths, Han-
nah’s Uncle, Paul Mens-
forth and Ian Elliott com-
pleted the wedding party 

in their matching suits.
The service was con-

ducted by Father Anthony 
Cornforth, before wedding 
guests gathered for a tra-
dition roast dinner at Shil-
don Civic Hall. 

The evening welcomed 
more family and friends 
to live band Joe and Ollie, 
with music till midnight. 
The couple then retired to 
Redworth Hall Hotel for 
the night and are spend-
ing their honeymoon at 
Fuerteventura. 

A fabulous day was 
enjoyed by all guests, who 
wish them all the very best 
in their new life together.

ON SATURDAY 28th April, 
the Marriage of Nathan 
Hanratty and Hannah 
Quinn took place at St 
Thomas’ Catholic Church 
on Byerley Road - the first 
wedding in the church for 
over a decade.

Peter and Shirley Quinn, 
Mayor of Shildon, wel-
comed friends and fam-
ily to see their only child 
marry her soul mate and 
love of her life Nathan, the 
youngest son of Kim Han-
ratty and Anthony Griffiths 
of Howden-le-Wear.

Hannah looked beautiful 
in a stunning ivory embroi-
dered gown, encrusted 

with diamantes, while 
Nathan donned traditional 
top hat and tails. 

The Bridesmaids, 
Nathan’s sister Laura Han-
ratty and Hannah’s cousin 
Emma Farmer, wore full 
length chiffon dresses 
in royal blue alongside 
Nathan’s sister Chelsea 
Griffiths and Hannah’s 
best friend Charlotte 
Anderson who wore the 
same dress in a shade of 
Periwinkle. 

The flower girls, Nathan’s 
niece Lexie Hanratty and 
Hannah’s cousin Laura 
Mensforth, wore knee-
length white dresses 

FIRST WEDDING IN A DECADE AT SHILDON CHURCH
The bride and groom with their wedding party on their special day.

A  PRAISE in the Park 
event, organised by Shil-
don Churches Together, 
will take place in Hack-
worth Park on Saturday 
19th May, from 2.30 - 
4pm. 

Everyone is invited to 
congregate around the 
bandstand area, where 
the Salvation Army Band  
will be providing the 
music.

“Please come along 
and join us in this Pente-
cost celebration,” said a 
spokesperson, “All wel-
come”.

PRAISE IN 
THE PARK

THE NEXT Monthly Jum-
ble Sale will take place 
at the Salvation Army on 
Cross Street on Tues-
day 8th May, from 10 
-11.30am.

There will be clothing, 
bric-a-brac, cakes and 
much more. All are wel-
come.

MONTHLY 
JUMBLE SALE

titions held at Haywards 
Heath in May and Ketter-
ing in June. 

 The eight year-old 
will compete in the tots 
event of figures, free and 
solo dance. She started 
skating with Spectrum 

Roller Skating Club 
almost four years ago 
and is very excited to 
be taking part in such a 
prestigious event.

If you would like to 
keep up to date with 
Jazzmyn’s progress, 

SPECTRUM ROLLER 
Skating Club held a 
super fundraiser on Sat-
urday 25th April - bag 
packing at Bishop Auck-
land’s Asda Superstore. 

The club raised 
£233.36 and had lots of 
fun doing it. A spokes-
person said, “Thank you 
to everyone who partic-
ipated and donated. A 
big thank you to Asda 
for allowing us to raise 
money for club funds. 
The money will go 
towards travel to compe-
titions later this year.” 

One of the team’s 
youngest skaters, Jazz-
myn Loring will be the 
first member of Spec-
trum Roller Skating Club 
to take part in The Brit-
ish Championships in 
coming weeks. 

Jazzmyn will compete 
in three disciplines of 
artistic roller skating - 
travelling to two compe-

Club members were jumping for joy at the amount raised at their Asda bag pack.

AS PART of Shildon Sal-
vation Army’s Songster 
Weekend, an evening of 
worship and entertain-
ment will take place on 
Saturday 12th May, with 
North East England Divi-
sional Fellowship Band.

The evening will com-
mence at 7pm, with entry 
costing £3.

SALVATION 
ARMY 
SONGSTER 
WEEKEND

SKATERS BAG CASH AT ASDA

‘like’ the club’s pages on 
Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram). 

If you are interested in 
roller skating for fun or to 
compete, contact Tracy 
Stevens 07891 461958 
for more information. 
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BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 

factory and saveFREE

potential
f  inding
your 

How can ROAD help? 
One-to-one support 
from a range of health 
and �nance specialists 
Access to a range of 
training and vocational 
courses to help you 
improve your life 
Guidance, support and 
advice on any area you 
feel will help you to 
make positive changes

01207 524 833
road@groundwork.org.uk
www.reachingoutacrossdurham.co.uk

Call us today!

@reachingoutacrossdurham
@roaddurham

ROAD is funded by the Big Lottery Fund 
and the European Social Fund

Hosted by
Groundwork NE & Cumbria

aware
Tech

Hire
me!

Money
management

@

Health &
wellbeing

http://

Build
con�dence

Develop
new skills

Be
positive

SHILDON RUNNING and 
Athletic Club’s junior 
members had a brilliant 
end to the indoor season, 
with both their star run-
ners just missing out on 
medals at the England 
Athletics Indoor National 
Championships in Shef-
field. 

Kyle Watson came 5th in 
the U17 Men’s 60m final 
with a personal best of 
7.09s while Rachel Ben-
nett came 4th in the U17 
Women’s 200m final with 
a time of 25.19s.

Without the luxury of 
an indoor season, the 
senior runners have been 
keeping warm over the 
past couple of months 
by entering a number of 
races across the UK.

In February Richard 
Trowles completed the 
Dalton 10K and a couple 
of weeks later he and Dave 
Little undertook the New-
castle Valentines 10K. 

Also in February Cath-
erine and Salvadori 
McDonnell took part in 
the Liversedge Half Mar-
athon, their first compet-
itive run wearing SRAC 
shirts. To round off the 
February runs, Sarah 
Freeman completed the 
St James Park 10K.

Following the success-
ful first outing of their 
SRAC shirts, Catherine 
and Salvadori took part in 
the 14.2 mile picturesque 
Dentdale Run in March.

Richard Trowles made 
short work of the Dish-
forth Dash 10K, with his 
fastest 10K time of the 
year so far at 40m 45s.

Helen Race and Irene 
Ross travelled a bit fur-
ther afield, taking part in 
the London Landmarks 

SRAC INDOOR SEASON ENDS

The Madrid runners after the race, and before a much 
needed beer!

ON SATURDAY, Shildon 
Railway Cricket Club 
kicked off their new 
campaign in style with a 
victory at home against 
Wolviston. 

In what is expected to 
be a season of rebuilding 
both on and off the field, 
the team welcomed back 
some new and old faces 
with Tom Wickins and 
Chris Lye making their 
first appearances after a 
time away from the side.

The newly appointed 
captain this season, 
Michael Lumley won the 
toss and opted to bowl 
first in favourable early 
season conditions and 
the BR were soon on top.

Helped by early move-
ment and good control, 
Chris Young (3/19) and 
Phil Garbutt (1/11) were 
stifling in the opening 

overs, setting the tone for 
the rest of the innings that 
saw Wolviston struggle to 
cope with the BR’s bowl-
ers throughout. 

Wickets fell at regular 
intervals as the pick of the 
bowlers, Shane Rowley 
threatened almost every 
ball, finishing with figures 
of 4 for 15 from his 10 
overs and was ably sup-
ported by Rob Nevison 
(2/9). 

Chris Young came back 
to finish the job bowling 
Wolviston all out for 56. 

It was not all plain sail-
ing in reply however, as 
Adam Bayles was sold 
somewhat down the river 
by his opening partner in 
the first over, being run 
out without facing and 
with Shildon yet to get off 
the mark. 

In previous years this 

could have led to a col-
lapse, but skipper Michael 
Lumley put any such fears 
to rest as he blasted his 
way to an unbeaten 44 
to lead the team home 
to their target within 12 
overs. 

“It was like he was play-
ing on a different pitch to 
everyone else”, remarked 
some of the opponents. 

Tom Wickins was the 
other man not out, finish-
ing on 10 as the BR ran 
out winners by 9 wickets.

The side travel to Bishop 
Auckland this coming 
Saturday in a bid to make 
it back to back league vic-
tories for the first time in 
over a year.

The club are also contin-
uing their preparation for 
the All Stars programme 
which is designed to 
increase participation for 
juniors in the age group 
5-8 years. The first of two 
free taster sessions is 
running on Thursday 3rd 
May with the second on 
Thursday 10th May, both 
sessions running from 
6pm. The full programme 
begins on 17th May. 

Further details can be 
found on the club’s Face-
book page by search-
ing for ‘Shildon Railway 
Cricket Club’.

CRICKET CLUB OFF TO WINNING START

half marathon. 
On the night of 25th 

March, Si Butterworth, 
James Ross and Ian 
Rudge put on their head 
torches, thermals and 
backpacks to take part 
in the Trail Outlaws Dark 
Skies half marathon at 
Kielder. 

In early April, Colin Wild 
completed the Manches-
ter Marathon in 3:25.31.

On the same day, four 
Shildon runners took part 
in the Thirsk 10miler. Dan 
Jeffery was first back 
with a time of 1h 6m, fol-
lowed by Dave Little with 
pb by over 5 minutes (1h 
25m), Ian Rudge (1h 27m),  
Andi Lowery (2h 1m), and 
Emma Flynn (2h 10m).

The weekend of 21st 
April saw Shildon runners 
undertake three very dif-
ferent but equally chal-
lenging races. Drew Grif-
fiths, Irene Ross, Shannon 
Ross, Si Butterworth and 
Helen Race undertook the 
Yorkshire Warrior, a 10K 
obstacle race through 
mud and water. Ian 
Rudge, Viv Rudge, James 
Ross and John Gray trav-
elled to a much sunnier 
Madrid to run the Rock n 
Roll half marathon. 

And last, but not least, 
Dave Anderson, Jon Mar-
shall and Dan Carney rep-
resented Shildon at the 
hottest London Marathon 
ever. Jon crossed the line 
in fantastic 3h 8m, Dave 
was only slightly behind 
at 3h 38m. Dan made 
excellent progress to the 
half-way point but the 
heat got to him and he 
had to withdraw. After a 
brief visit to hospital he 
has made a full recovery 
and is back running.
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ALAN BLYTH received the 
top prize as Eden Grange 
Fishery’s  winter league 
competition came to a 
close at the weekend.  

Alan scooped the tro-
phy and £175 with Chris 
Owers (£115) finishing 
second, Charlie Young 
(£70) third and Karl Hal-
lam (£40) fourth. 

Mayor of Shildon, Cllr 
Shirley Quinn presented 
the winning trophies.

The Winter League was 

ALAN WINS WINTER LEAGUE

Mayor Shirley Quinn presents Alan Blyth with the Winter 
League Trophy and a cheque for £175.

run over ten matches 
throughout the winter, but 
bad weather delayed the 
finish. 

During the coming week-
end (5-6th May), Eden 
Grange will be running 
another two-day festival 
with competitors trave-
ling from near and far.

Stuart and Joanne 
Hackett, who run the fish-
ery, would like to thank 
everyone for there ongo-
ing support.

SHILDON AFC Whites con-
tinued their league winning 
streak at Stockton West 
End on Thursday 26th 
April when they knocked 
seven goals past their 
hosts, who responded 
with three of their own.

Once again it was the 
league’s hottest striker, 
Jack Leighton who kept 
up his scoring streak, 
notching a double hat-
trick with Xander Caygill 
collecting the other.

Jack has now scored 40 
goals for the season.

The side hoped victory 
was the perfect prepara-
tion for their Challenge 
Cup semi-final on Sunday 
29th April against Divi-
sion Two leaders, Leven 
Athletic, but the hosts 
proved to be as strong as 
their league position sug-
gested and were too good 
for Shildon on the day.

Jack Leighton was again 
on the scoresheet with 
what proved a consolation 
goal, but this time it was 
Shildon’s turn to experi-
ence conceding seven 
as they bowed out of the 
tournament after a superb 
run to the final four. 

Shildon’s Ellis Louden 
and Kyle Card couldn’t be 
separated for endeavour 
and both were awarded 
man of the match. 

Perhaps still suffering 
from the disappointment 
of their cup exit, the 
Whites travelled to Bill-
ingham on Tuesday night 
(1st May) and were held 
to a 1-1 draw - their first 
dropped league points 
since mid-November. 

Will White was the Shil-
don scorer with goal-
keeper Riley Wilkinson 
receiving the man of the 
match award. 

WHITES CUP RUN 
HALTED BY LEVEN

SHILDON AFC Over 40s 
entertained Redheugh 
this week, with a skele-
tal squad of nine making 
the journey northwards to 
Gateshead. 

Illness, injuries and work 
commitments made this 
game a damage limitation 
exercise.

After exhausting all the 
people over 40 with four 
limbs who might play, the 
team pinned their hopes 
on Alan Toase, a man 
with a replaced knee cap 
and a leg brace who really 
shouldn’t be playing.

After a heated argument 
about his dog missing his 
walk, Alan agreed to play.

The team talk was short 
and sweet: everyone get 
stripped and don’t get 
injured.

The game had already 
kicked off before Alan 
made his entrance, his 
leg brace like something 
from Robocop, but Shil-
don were holding their 

own and frustrating the 
home side enough that 
they were told to keep the 
foul language down.

Shildon kept the home 
team at arms-length until 
a dubious off-side deci-
sion went against them 
and the forward coolly 
slotted home. The away 
team could have crum-
bled but continued to cre-
ate openings themselves.

But it was not to be and 
it was soon 2-0 to the 
home side. Having a lot of 
the ball forced an error at 
the back allowing the for-
ward to nip in and score.

With the team kicking 
downhill second half, they 
felt they could get some-
thing from the game.

Shildon were playing 
some good football at 
times and were causing 
some problems to the 
home side but just didn’t 
have the numbers on the 
pitch to make it count.

And were caught out 

again by another dubious 
off-side decision as Red-
heugh broke in numbers 
from a Shildon corner 
to score from an acute 
angle.

Shildon were tiring fast 
and after conceding a 
free kick, the flight of the 
ball deceived the Shildon 
keeper who spilled the 
ball into the path of  an 
onrushing forward.

Four-nil was a scoreline 
that flattered, but Shildon 
did get a consolation five 
minutes later when Gary 
Jones hit a shot that took 
a big deflection into the 
net.

It was the least the Shil-
don players who turned 
out deserved for their 
effort when the team 
could have forfeited the 
game and taken a fine.

Next up is a trip to play 
Durham County at Esh 
Winning Cricket Club on 
Saturday 5th May. Kick off 
as usual is at 10.30am.

OVER 40S CONTINUE LOSING STREAK

BACK TO back meetings 
with Newcastle Benfield 
last week ended in stale-
mate after Shildon won 
their home match 2-1 
but contrived to lose the 
away game after taking a 
2-0 lead into the half-time 
break. 

The weekend loss 
appeared to have fatally 
damaged their hopes of 
finishing in third place as 
West Auckland stretched 
their lead over the Rail-
waymen to seven points.

But as Shildon were hit-
ting Whitley Bay for six on 
Monday evening, it was 
West’s turn to capitulate, 
losing their final match of 
the season to Ryhope CW 
and allowing Shildon to 
reduce the deficit to four 
points with their final two 
games still to play.

West’s significant goal 
advantage means that 
Shildon will likely need to 
record victories in their 
final two games this week; 
another double header 
and also against Ryhope.

On Thursday (26th 

April), Newcastle Benfield 
were the visitors to Dean 
Street having played the 
previous evening and lost 
heavily to FA Vase final-
ists, Stockton Town.

The match began with 
a minute’s silence in the 
memory of former Shil-
don player Joe Nelthorpe 
who sadly passed away 
earlier in the week.

Within twenty minutes 
the visitors opened the 
scoring through Scott 
McCarthy but Shildon 
levelled just before the 
break through Billy Greu-
lich-Smith. 

The tall striker notched 
his second in the 77th 
minute to give Shildon 
the lead and almost com-
pleted a hat-trick with four 
minutes remaining when 
his towering header had 
Benfield keeper Nimmins 
rooted, but cannoned off 
the post and back into the 
keeper’s grateful arms.

However, he would keep 
up his fine scoring form in 
the reverse match two days 
laters, scoring Shildon’s 

second after right back, 
Dan Groves had given Shil-
don a fourth minute lead.

When Greulich-Smith 
doubled the lead in the 
13th minute it looked like 
the Railwaymen were set 
to coast to victory.

But Benfield kept the 
visitors at bay until the 
71st minute when a Jake 
Orrell goal led to a Shil-
don collapse. Two more 
goals in the next seven 
minutes, from Paul Bray-
son and McCarthy turned 
the game on its head and 
a shell-shocked Shildon 
would concede again to 
McCarthy in the final min-
ute for a 4-2 reverse.

The following Monday, 
Shildon exacted revenge 
against a young Whitley 
Bay who were unable to 
reply to goals from Greu-
lich-Smith, Daniel Moore,  
Kyle Patton, Sam Hodg-
son, Marc Ellison and an 
own goal. 

All of which leaves the 
possibility of a creditable 
third place finish entirely 
in Shildon’s hands.

SEESAW SHILDON HIT BAY FOR SIX


