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ROAD CLOSURE 
FOR ESSENTIAL 
UPGRADE TO 
GAS NETWORK

STUDENTS AT Greenfield 
Community College have 
been working hard to 
bring about extraordinary 
results.  

The campaign, which 
has inspired a number of 
projects both at Green-
field and within the wider 
community, is coming 
together this week to cel-
ebrate a love of reading 
and writing and to rec-
ognise the extraordinary 
power of words.

Students from the Sun-
nydale Campus have 
been working alongside 
talented writer Laura Deg-
nan to produce their very 
own special publication, 
From the Ordinary to the 
Extraordinary. 

The book is a collec-
tion of insightful prose 
designed to inspire them-
selves and others to 
reach their full potential. 
The project was devel-
oped by Greenfield Arts 
and supported by Michael 
Chaplin, son of renowned 
local author Sid Chaplin. 

To mark the event, 
Greenfield has been host-
ing assemblies across 
the school to celebrate, 
not only the publication, 
but the underlying mes-
sage.

The school’s fabulous 
Cree Men have also 
been working hard to 
shine light on the topic. 

Working alongside group 
leader Richard Agar, they 
have created an installa-
tion which will impact on 
the school and the local 
community. The installa-
tion can be seen at both 
sites and consists of 

large LED displays which 
depict the words ‘Try, 
Inspire, Achieve’ a fitting 
phrase for the students of 
Greenfield.

The Cree group were 
invited to attend the 
opening celebration at 

the Sunnydale site and 
Greenfield’s Student 
Leadership Team were 
an integral part of pro-
ceedings, leading part of 
the event and engaging 

ONE OF the main thor-
ough-fairs in the town is 
set to close to traffic for 
three weeks for upgrades 
to an ageing gas distribu-
tion network.

Northern Gas Networks 
(NGN) will begin the 
works on Monday 19th 
March, resulting in a clo-
sure being in place at 
the junction of Redworth 
Road and Dale Road.

The £23,000 project is 
part of NGN’s ongoing 
investment in the gas 
infrastructure in the area 
and involves replacing the 

existing metal gas pipes 
with more durable plas-
tic ones. This will ensure 
the continued, safe and 
reliable supply of gas to 
customers in the area for 
years to come, say NGN.

The ageing metal gas 
main has required several 
repairs in recent years so 
NGN has prioritised the 
pipe for replacement to 
minimise any inconven-

EXTRAORDINARY ACHIEVEMENTS 
AT GREENFIELD

Students from the Sunnydale Campus have produced their own special publication. 

ELECTRIC RISE RECLINERS
BY SHERBORNE & CELEBRITY WITH 5 YEARS WARRANTY

OVER 20 IN 
STOCK FOR 
IMMEDIATE 
DELIVERY- Manual recliners & settees to match -

www.hackettandbaines.co.uk 47-49 Main Street, Shildon, DL4 1AF • Tel: 01388 772671

Park right outside our showroom and shop at your leisure!
30-31 Bondgate, Darlington, DL3 7JJ • Tel: 01325 463303

“We will be 
doing all we 
can to minimise 
disruption to 
customers

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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SEND US YOUR STORIES

If you have a story you 
would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
We are especially 
interested in good

news, be it personal 
achievements, local 

fundraising, community 
service or any other 

positive stories. Call us 
on 01388 775896 or 

email crier@swd.news

DISCLAIMER

The Shildon & District 
Town Crier cannot be
held responsible for 
advertisers offering
goods or services. 

As a general rule we would
advise anyone not to 
part with any money

until an order has been 
completed to your

full satisfaction. 
All information is correct,

to the best of our 
knowledge, at the time of

printing. 
The Shildon & District Town 

Crier accepts articles in
good faith and takes 
no responsibility for

errors and/or omissions.

Support your local 
community newspaper 

by mentioning the 
Shildon Town Crier 
when contacting 

advertisers.
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BirthdaysIn Memoriam

Wanted
CASH FOR HOUSEHOLD 
FURNITURE: 07860 560 295

16.03.17

Till we meet again,
Love, Joan

x

Julia Pritchard

One year has passed and 
still sadly missed

March 16th 2012

Love, Pat & Son Andrew

Fred Simpson

You are always in our 
thoughts Fred

Birthday Memories

Loved and remembered 
every day,

Mam and Brother Gordon,
Your Sons Antony, Kevin, 

Stephen & Grandson Stewart

Scaife
Nee Costello

Cathleen Elizabeth
Fifteen long years

Born 20.3.1954
Died 6.8.2003

No longer in our lives to 
share

But in our hearts you are 
always there

Love from Lynz, 
Lewis & Emmie

x

Scott Ellwood
Happy 40th Birthday

40!

Anniversaries

15.3.18
Diamond Wedding 

Anniversary
60 Years

Lots of love, 
All your family

x

Paul & Ann Fletcher

Happy 60th Wedding 
Anniversary

16th March 2018

Love and best wishes, 
From, Eva, Tony, Gladys, 
Walter, Denise, Jennifer, 

Malcolm, Nephews, Nieces 
and their families

xxxx

Christine & Johnny 
Comerford

Congratulations to you 
both on your ‘Golden’ 
Wedding Anniversary

NEW Double Divan - Quilted 
Mattress. Delivery arranged. 
£125. 07789 113 343

For Sale

LOCOMOTION, SHILDON, 
is delighted to welcome 
the Ground Level 5” Gauge 
Main Line Association for 
a shunting demonstration 
event, from Friday 23rd to 
Sunday 25th March.

The Ground Level 5” 
Gauge Main Line (GL5) 
Association focuses on 
realistic railway opera-
tions in ground level 5” 
gauge. GL5 Association 
members model British 
main line railways.

The shunting demon-
stration event will take 

SHUNTING DEMONSTRATION
The event will take place in the Collection Building.

place in Locomotion’s 
Collection Building – and 
visitors will be able to see 
ground level 5” gauge 
steam and diesel loco-
motives operated against 
a backdrop of the muse-
um’s standard gauge col-
lection.

The museum will be 
open from 10am to 4pm 
throughout the event, and 
admission and parking 
are free of charge. 

For more information, 
call Locomotion on 01904 
685780.

Marjorie

Steve Molloy
Lovely memories of you 
Steve on St Patrick’s Day

the audience, which con-
sisted of the full school.  
Greenfield were thrilled 
to welcome back special 
guest Michael Chaplin, 
who has been sharing 
inspirational stories of 
his father’s work and how 
his determination and tal-
ent won through. 

All students received a 
copy of the special book, 
coinciding with World 
Book Day. 

The ‘extraordinary’ pack 
also included a personal-
ised pencil, a bookmark 

and even some sweets. 
Katy Milne, Director 

of Arts and Creativ-
ity at Greenfield Arts 
was thrilled with the 
way things have come 
together: “It has been bril-
liant to see the students 
come up with their own 
ideas, inspire each other 
and see our projects 
make such an impact.  

“A very special thanks 
must go to all the stu-
dents involved, to Michael 
Chaplin and to GAMP 
AAP for their continued 
support with our Cree and 
Youth Cree projects.”

EXTRAORDINARY STUDENTS
FROM PAGE 1

Extensions, Alterations, Windows, 
Composite Doors, Bathrooms, Kitchens, 
Garage Conversions, Structural Walls 

Removed, GRP Flat Roofs

FREE ADVICE

07722 025050 / 01388 778401

freelance  hairdressing
10 years experience
monday - saturday

late night appointments

affordable prices
free consultations

laura  07583 172713
f: @hairandbeyondfreelance

Andrew’s Roofing
The complete roofing service
New Roofs - Flat Roofs - Repairs

Slating & Tiling - Felting 
and Pointing

UPVC, Gutters, Fascias, Soffits 
& Flat Roofing Specialist

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936
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Alzheimer’s Society.  
Brian Stephens, Shil-

don Health Express 
said: “There is increas-
ing demand for services 
to support people living 
with Alzheimer’s. We 
are delighted to be lead-
ing the way on such a 
worthwhile initiative and 
this is another positive 
step towards creating a 
dementia friendly com-
munity in Shildon. 

“Working with livin and 
using the accommoda-
tion and facilities they 
have provided at Harri-
son Close, and with the 
help and guidance of the 
Alzheimer’s Society we 
can offer real support to 
those who need it most.”

The café offers free 
drop in sessions on the 

third Tuesday of every 
month between 1.00pm 
– 2.30pm providing a 
safe environment for 
people to socialise, help-
ing reduce feelings of 
loneliness and isolation. 

Visitors will be able 
to access free support 
and advice provided 
by advisors from the 
Alzheimer’s Society, as 
well as take part in activ-
ities such as singing and 
dancing led by volun-
teers. 

The next session takes 
pace on Tuesday 20th 
March.

Free transport is availa-
ble to anyone who would 
like to visit the café and 
can be booked through 
Elliot Snowball, Health 
Trainer on 07736295598.

THE SECOND memory 
café to open its doors in 
Shildon, providing peo-
ple living with dementia 
and their carers much 
needed support and 
respite, is going strong 
thanks to community 
partnership.  

The new memory café, 
based at Harrison Close 
community lounge, fol-
lows the successful 
launch of the Chestnut 
Close memory café last 
year which has already 
attracted over 240 visi-
tors.   

The partnership behind 
the café includes livin, 
Shildon Health Express, 
Durham County Council, 
Pioneering Care Partner-
ship, Shildon Town Coun-
cil, Shildon Alive and the 

MEMORY CAFÉ PROVING POPULAR

Hannah Johnson (Alzheimer’s Society), Malcolm Gray (livin), Fiona Mawson (PCP), Elliott 
Snowball (PCP), Jason Turnough (Durham County Council), Vicky Brumwell (PCP), Brian 
Stephens (Shildon Health Express), Shirley Quinn (Shildon Town Mayor). 

ience caused by future 
repairs.

The three-week pro-
ject has been planned in 
conjunction with Durham 
County Council and NGN 
say they will endeavour 
to complete the work as 
safely and efficiently as 
possible and will provide 
regular updates through-
out the project.

In order to carry out 
works, it will be neces-
sary to implement a road 
closure at the junction of 
Redworth Road and Dale 
Road for the full duration 
of the project. A signed 
diversion route will be in 
place and access for resi-
dents will remain.

Nigel Pearson, Site 
Manager for Northern 
Gas Networks, said: 
“We have been working 

REDWORTH ROAD CLOSURE

The junction between Redworth Road and Dale Road will be 
closed for three weeks.

closely with Durham 
County Council to care-
fully plan these works 
and will be doing all we 
can to minimise disrup-
tion to customers.

“We’d like to apologise 
for any inconvenience 
customers may encoun-
ter, and thank everyone 
for their support as we 
work to complete this 
project as safely and 
quickly as possible.”

For further information 
about the project, con-
tact NGN’s Customer 
Care Team on 0800 040 
7766 or email customer-
care@northerngas.co.uk.

Anyone who smells 
gas or suspects carbon 
monoxide should call the 
National Gas Emergency 
Service immediately on 
0800 111 999. This line 
is in operation 24-hours 
a day, seven days a week.

FROM PAGE 1

IF THE recent freezing tem-
peratures left you shivering 
by the radiator, you may be 
worried about the impact 
on your heating bills – and 
your bank balance.

Residents concerned 
about their energy bills 
are being encouraged to 
seek advice from Durham 
County Council’s Manag-
ing Money Better service, 
which is run in partnership 
with Prince Bishops Com-
munity Bank.

The service provides a 
free and impartial home 
visit to ensure residents 

are on the most appropriate 
tariff, as well as giving fuel 
debt advice.  

They can also find out if 
they are entitled to the Gov-
ernment Warm Homes Dis-
count of £140, something 
many homes do not realise 
they can claim.

With the average home 
energy bill now £1,340 per 
year, there are a number of 
ways to make savings but 
many people are unaware 
of how to get more for their 
money.

Six hundred residents 
have already benefitted 

from the scheme.
Living in a large end of 

terrace house in a rural vil-
lage, the woman’s electric 
bills were high and so a 
home visit from a Managing 
Money Better advisor was 
arranged.

After checking her bills, 
the advisor realised she 
was paying more than the 
standard tariff and had 
been missing out on the 
Warm Home Discount for 
17 years, despite being in 
the automatic group.

As a result, she switched 
her tariff, saving £277 a year 

– as well as ensuring she 
should receive the Warm 
Home Discount of £140.

A couple from Stanley 
also wrote to the council to 
show how much they appre-
ciated the team’s help when 
it was most needed.

After receiving an unex-
pectedly large bill, they were 
visited by an advisor who 
worked with them to ensure 
the bill was reviewed and 
they were then given a large 
refund.

Cllr Kevin Shaw, Cabinet 
member for strategic hous-
ing and assets, said: “Many 

ADVICE ON ENERGY BILLS WITH HOME VISIT
people worry about deal-
ing with their energy bills 
but aren’t aware that little 
changes can make a big dif-
ference.

“Our Managing Money 
Better service has already 
helped lots of residents in 
the county and we would 
encourage anyone who is 
struggling to get in touch 
with our team who can pro-
vide free, impartial advice.”

To arrange a home visit 
from Managing Money Bet-
ter contact Durham County 
Council’s Housing Advice 
Line on 03000 268 000.
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BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 

factory and saveFREE

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

Shildon Railway Institute
Saturday 24th March

The Fabulous 

Billy Black Band
Plus Roger’s Disco 

Tickets £7, available in advance from the bar and at 
Dash Hairdressers in Church Street. Or pay on the door.

why he did what he did. 
Steve explained that, as a 
Christian, he believed all 
of us are called to shine, 
whether by loving peo-
ple the best that we can, 
being the best that we can 
be, or by hunting out the 
special job God has for 
each of us.  

For Steve he described 
his special job as making 
people laugh and help-
ing them to see that even 
though we can’t under-
stand something, that 
doesn’t mean it isn’t true. 

An evening of close up 
magic awaited and this 
was hosted at the last 
minute by Firefly on Main 
Street, who, Rev Canon 
Tomlinson said did an 
‘amazing’ job of serving 
45 unexpected custom-
ers and hosting a magic 

show! 
A spell in the Shildon 

Alive Hub on Saturday 
morning was followed by 
the Big Show on Saturday 
night, where the audience 
were treated to an hour 
and a half of illusion, com-
edy, and testimony.

Sunday saw Steve every-
where; Shildon, Eldon, 
back to Shildon and then 
the grand finale with Saint 
John’s Youthy. One young 
person commented, “That 
was amazing, I never knew 
being a Christian could be 
such an adventure!” 

Revd. Mark Hudghton 
then introduced the Start 
Course as an introduction 
to Christianity for those 
wanting to explore further 
before ‘The Impossible 
Steve Price’ returned to 
London for a rest.

THE ‘IMPOSSIBLE Steve 
Price’ arrived in Shildon 
last weekend with a daz-
zling display of illusions 
and humour. 

Driving up from London 
his first stop was Sunny-
dale Campus, where the 
hall was filled with chil-
dren from Year 7 and 8 all 
astounded by what they 
saw. 

With objects seeming to 
appear and disappear in 
front of the children’s eyes 
the applause was sponta-
neous and enthusiastic. 

After a brief stop for 
lunch, Steve took his 
skills into St. John’s CofE 
(Aided) Primary school 
where the children were 
stunned by what they saw. 

With a question and 
answer session at the 
end, one child asked 

THE IMPOSSIBLE MADE POSSIBLE
Steve with some of the folk who volunteered to help in the show.SHILDON AFC Supporters’ 

Club’s latest lottery draw 
took place at Shildon AFC 
social club on Sunday 11th 
March.

Keith Walker was the 
only ticket holder to have 
chosen the winning num-
bers, pocketing a fantastic 
£850.

The six numbers drawn 
on the night were: 1, 2, 4, 5, 

6 and 11. 
This week, the jackpot 

returns to £400, with play-
ers selecting 6 numbers 
from 20.

Tickets can be pur-
chased from the football 
ground on match days,  
from Main Street News, 
the One Stop Shop and 
various other outlets 
around the town.

JACKPOT WINNER

THE BUSY Bees fundrais-
ing group are to hold a stall 
outside Ed’s Cafe in Church 
Street (next to Food for 
Less freezer shop) on Fri-

day 23rd March, between 
9.30am and 1pm. 

There will also be a 
‘name the doll’ competi-
tion.

BUSY BEES’ STALL

A. FrAncis
Roofing & Building

From a single slate to a new roof
Gutters cleaned and inspected

Chimney repairs

No job too small
Tel: 01388 833853

Mob: 07811 848228
Established 1987

Repointing to brickwork

THE CRIER has been 
informed that there are 
some tickets left for 
the CATS Youth Theatre 
Group’s  Beauty and the 
Beast Easter Pantomime, 
for showings take place 
at the Civic Hall this Sat-
urday (17th) at 7.30pm 
and Sunday (18th)  at 
2pm.

This is a two-hour fam-

ily show full of music 
and laughter and lots of 
booing and “He’s Behind 
You!”.    

Tickets are priced £5.50  
for adults and £3.50 for 
children, but a group 
spokesperson advises 
ringing  01388  774838 
first to find out availability 
before going along and 
being disappointed.     

BEAUTY HAS TICKETS LEFT

THE CHILDREN in Dis-
tress store at 17 Church 
Street is currently run-
ning an Easter Raffle, 
which will be drawn on 
Thursday 29th March.

Prizes include an 
Easter egg hamper, 
wine, chocolates, ladies’ 
jewellery, cuddly toys 

and much more. 
Tickets can be pur-

chased in store now.
A spokesperson said, 

“The staff would like to 
take this opportunity 
to thank customers for 
their continued loyalty 
in supporting the char-
ity.”

EASTER RAFFLE

Brush 
Strokes
All aspects 
of Painting 
& Decorating
Papering specialist
07722 025050
10% off with the mention of this advert

HOUSE TO LET

TEL: 07983 326 761

Nice 2 bedroomed 
property in Margaret 
Terrace, Coronation. 

Fully refurbished, new 
kitchen & bathroom, 

new carpets throughout. 
Fully decorated. GCH.

£85 per week
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A SHILDON upholsterer 
who accepted a small bag 
of cocaine in a nightclub 
has been let off with a 
small fine.

Door staff witnessed 
James Cameran Hall 
being handed a clear plas-
tic bag containing white 
powder as he sat with 
friends in Darlington’s 
Harvey’s nightclub.

The 24 year-old, of 
Cooperative Street, was  
subsequently followed 
into the toilets by staff 
who found the powder, 
which was later proven to 
be cocaine.

Addressing Newton 
Aycliffe Magistrates’ 
Court, Emma Barker, 
prosecuting, said: “In 
interview, the defendant 
said ‘my mate told me it 
was cocaine and he told 
me to take it on the chin’.”

An amount of 0.4g of the 

drug was found inside the 
bag following the incident 
on Saturday 24th Febru-
ary.

Stephen Andrews, miti-
gating, said: “The amount 
was entirely consistent 
with personal use.”

Hall pleaded guilty to 
possession of cocaine 
and was fined £67. 

He must also pay £85 
costs and £30 victim sur-
charge.

COCAINE FOUND BY DOORMEN

struggle as ammunition 
for success.

“As a local employer, we 
want to get more involved 
in helping young people in 
the area and supporting 
The Prince’s Trust will ena-
ble us to do that, with all 
the money we raise guar-
anteed to stay in our home 
region of the North East.”

Connection Retail is now 
in the process of raising 
awareness of The Prince’s 
Trust among its 138 staff, 
with a view to encouraging 
as many to get involved 
as possible. A number 
of fundraising events 
throughout 2018 will then 
be organised.

David added: “We have 
always taken great pride 
in the career-focused 
employment opportuni-
ties we offer young peo-
ple here at Connection 
Retail, so we are confident 
that our staff will be fully 
engaged and that our 
fundraising efforts this 
year will be very success-
ful.”

Lucy Hornsby, Head of 
Business Development at 
The Prince’s Trust, said: 
“We are extremely grateful 

to Connection Retail for 
their commitment to our 
work here at The Trust.

“Without such gener-
osity and dedication, we 
wouldn’t be able to extend 
our reach across the North 
East. With the recent 
opening of The Prince’s 
Trust Cheryl’s Trust Centre 
in Newcastle, we hope to 
support over 5,000 young 
people in the region over 
the next three years.”

Connection Retail 
started life as an online 
flooring supplier in 2012. 
It now also has ten physi-
cal stores across England, 
Wales and Scotland, with 
six more to follow in the 
next six months. 

The company, which 
is based at The Future 
Business Park in Shildon, 
sells flooring under three 
brands – Flooring Super-
store, Direct Wood Floor-
ing and Grass Direct.

Last year, Connection 
Retail helped to raise 
£10,000 for Macmillan 
Cancer Support. They 
will continue to support 
Macmillan alongside their 
new commitment to the 
Princes Trust.

A RAPIDLY-GROWING 
flooring company has 
pledged to raise money 
for the UK’s leading char-
ity for young people during 
2018.

Connection Retail has 
chosen The Prince’s Trust 
as its charity of the year.

The Shildon-based com-
pany has an initial pledge 
to raise a minimum of 
£5,065 to enable it to 
become a Prince’s Trust 
Associate, but plans to 
exceed that target by a 
significant figure. 

David Stubbs, Connec-
tion Retail’s Finance Direc-
tor, said, “I am an ambas-
sador for The Prince’s 
Trust and have seen for 
myself the amazing work 
the charity does helping 
young people who are 
unemployed or struggling 
at school to transform 
their lives.

 “A few members of our 
team recently attended 
the Prince’s Trust Regional 
Awards where they heard 
incredible and very hum-
bling stories from young-
sters and entrepreneurs 
who have had a rough 
start in life but used that 

PRINCE’S TRUST TO BENEFIT FROM 
COMPANY’S FUNDRAISING EFFORTS

Connection Retail Marketing Operative Jessica Plummer (right) and Becky Maddison 
Design Manager (left) take part in a team building exercise organised by The Prince’s Trust.

Switched-on 
Electrics

Fuse Boards
Showers
Cookers
Extra Sockets
Security Lights
Re-wire specialist

Any written quote beaten

07722 025 050

CLEM’S 
FISH RESTAURANT

Shildon
01388 773400

TUESDAY SPECIAL
COD & CHIPS

TWO FOR THE PRICE OF ONE
TAKEAWAY ONLY

A LOVELY day was had at 
Holly Lodge Care Home 
on Maddison Street, 
when the residents 
joined in with the Moth-
er’s Day entertainment 
by singer, Shibby Mac. 

Everyone then received 
chocolates before enjoy-

A MOTHER’S DAY TREAT

Residents were visited by their children, who brought 
flowers and gifts.

ing a buffet tea. 
A spokesperson said, 

“Lots of our residents 
had visits from their 
family members bearing 
flowers and gifts which 
helped make it a very 
special day for every-
one.” 

HUMBLES GARAGE
01388 778070  |  07778 117 778

1 ROBSON STREET SHILDON, DL4 1EB

WE ARE NOW CLOSED ON SATURDAYS

MOTs - MOTORBIKES, 
CARS AND VANS

SERVICING
TYRES

EXHAUSTS

Keith McLean
Joiner and Builder

01740 651629
0771 875 4249

Loft and Garage Conversions,
Fitted Kitchens, Roofing, All 

types of Building Work.
Competitive Rates
30 years experience
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We Are Here

Safe • Clean • Dry
Flexible Terms • Drive up Units 
Fire, Flood & Intruder Alarms

CCTV • 7 Days Access

St Helen Auckland
Bishop Auckland 
DL14 9AD

Book Now: 01388 207 222

The Council on 09/03/18 made an Order under Section 14 (1) of the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act, 1984, as amended, to close to all vehicular traffic 70 mtrs of Redworth 
Rd between its junctions with Walter St and the access to the car sales garage, 
and incorporating 30 mtrs of Dale Rd, Shildon by reason of gas main works to be 
undertaken.  The maximum duration of the temporary closure under the Order is 18 
months and is required from 19/03/18 and for the duration of the works anticipated 
to be 4 weeks.  However, on rare occasions, alternative dates for the closure may be 
necessary and these will be signed accordingly.  Alternative route: from the northern 
side of the closure from Dale Road westerly via the Dabble Duck Industrial Estate Road 
and continuing on Redworth Road then south westerly on B6282 to A6072 then south 
easterly to the roundabout junction with Redworth Road to the southern side of the 
closure, and vice versa.

Dated: 16th March 2018

Helen Lynch
Head of Legal & Democratic Services

County Hall, Durham DH1 5UL

(REDWORTH ROAD & DALE ROAD, SHILDON)
(TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE) ORDER 2018

to your phone or PC to let 
you know when your rel-
ative is settling down to 
watch the TV, putting the 
kettle on for a cuppa or 
heating something in the 
microwave.

“So if your dad usually 
uses the kettle between 
7am and 9am, the app 
will send an alert letting 
you know whether or not 
this has happened, mean-
ing you can rest assured 
that your loved one is up, 
active and well.”

In order to use the ser-
vice, people need to 
purchase a plug, which 
is inserted between an 
appliance and the socket. 
The plug then connects 
to the app and sends 
information to family 
members or friends.

The plug is purchased 
with a one or two-year 
subscription and no inter-

net connection is needed 
as the plug contains the 
same type of sim card as 
used in a mobile phone.

As many as ten peo-
ple at a time can receive 
alerts and the system is 
quick and easy to set up.

Care Connect offers 
a range of products 
designed to help people 
remain independent in 
their own home and also 
offer reassurance to their 
friends and family.

The range includes 
devices which raise an 
alarm when a fall occurs, 
remind people to take 
their medication or create 
an alert when a telephone 
rings.

For more information 
about the 3rings service 
visit www.durham.gov.uk/
careconnect, call 03000 
262 195 or email care.con 
nect@durham.gov.uk. 

A NEW service has been 
launched to offer a lit-
tle extra peace of mind 
to the relatives of older 
and vulnerable people in 
County Durham.

3rings is a mobile phone 
and PC app which lets 
people know when their 
relative is using an elec-
trical appliance such as a 
kettle, television or wash-
ing machine.

The idea is to reassure 
people that their relative 
is up and well.

The app is being offered 
by Durham County Coun-
cil through its Care Con-
nect service.

Linda Ogilvie, Care Con-
nect manager, said: “The 
app is a really simple, 
affordable way of offer-
ing people that little extra 
reassurance if their rela-
tive is older or vulnerable.

“It will send live updates 

3RINGS FOR REASSURANCE
Care Connect staff Gillian Nicholson and Joanne Carr with the 3rings plug.

GREENFIELD ARTS have 
recently hosted the pre-
view of their popular Open 
Art Exhibition, which runs 
from Thursday 8th March 
to Wednesday 18th April.

The event was a great 
success and everyone 
who attended had the 
opportunity to appreciate 
the work from the many 
artists from around the 
region who had applied to 
exhibit their pieces.  

The theme this year has 
attracted work around the 
theme of ‘The Power of 
the Pen’ and how art can 
inspire creativity and pas-
sion in us all. 

This is part of a wider 
campaign at Green-
field which has brought 

ART IS OFFICIALLY ‘OPEN’
together a number of 
projects which celebrate 
a love of reading, writing 
and creativity. 

The exhibition, which 
has attracted over thirty 
artists and features a 
range of mediums, is 
also offering the chance 
to enjoy a final celebra-
tion evening. The event 
will be held on 18th April, 
from 6pm to 8pm where 
there will be a number of 
crafts on sale and a final 
opportunity to enjoy the 
exhibition.

If you would like to know 
a bit more about the full 
programme of events, 
visit www.greenfield-arts.
co.uk or call 01325 
379048.

This  week  in  History

The first Women’s Boat 
Race between the Uni-
versity of Oxford and the 
University of Cambridge 
takes place on The Isis in 
Oxford.

15 March 1927

British Prime Minister 
Harold Wilson resigns, 
citing personal reasons.

16 March 1976

As a result of nerve gas 
testing in Skull Valley, 
Utah, over 6,000 sheep 
are found dead.

17 March 1968

Germans in the German 
Democratic Republic 
vote in the first demo-
cratic elections in the 
former communist dicta-
torship.

18 March 1990

Highly influential artist, 
Bob Dylan releases his 
first album, Bob Dylan, 
for Columbia Records.

19 March 1962

The Food and Drug Ad-
ministration approves the 
anti-AIDS drug, AZT.

20 March 1987

FOLLOWING FEEDBACK 
at a recent public meet-
ing organised by local 
MP, Helen Goodman, to 
discuss health issues 
in Shildon, the NHS has 
agreed to fund a new 
Breastfeeding Café in 
Shildon.

“The café provides a 
perfect opportunity to 
meet other new mums 

with an experienced 
Health Visitor on hand to 
give support and advice,” 
said Ms Goodman. 

The café is held in Shil-
don Library on Tuesday 
mornings from 10.30am 
until 12 noon during 
school term time. 

Mums can just drop in 
as there is no need to reg-
ister beforehand.

FREE BREASTFEEDING CAFÉ

facebook.com/
shildontowncrier
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reserves, and the first pit 
was sunk in the shadow 
of the tower in 1834, pro-
gressively blighting the 
local landscape, with over 
20 pits opening on Brus-
selton Hill over a period of 
time.

During the First World 
War the tower was used 
as a military observation 
post, providing telephonic 
communication with Shil-
don, Bishop Auckland and 
West Auckland.

Whilst the structure 
itself continued to dete-
riorate, the folly was still 
a popular spot for school 
nature trips and picnick-
ing in the period between 
the two World Wars. 

Ice cream was some-
times available and there 
was, on occasion, dancing 
and, at Easter, eggs rolled 
down the hill.

Whilst it is said that dur-
ing the Second World War 
the tower interfered with 
RAF radio signalling, it 
was to survive, ultimately 
to fall victim of another 
war which had the poten-
tial to devastate western 
civilisation: the Cold War.

Approaching 30 years 
since the collapse of the 
Soviet Union, it is some-
times easy to forget about 
the impact of the Cold War 
and the shadow of nuclear 
warfare the people of the 
United Kingdom lived 
under.

During that period, the 
Russian military carried 
out systematic mapping 
of the UK. 

As well as detailing 
towns and cities, even 
prominent trees and 
landscape features were 
shown; to be used as guid-

MUCH HAS been written 
about Brusselton Tower, 
perched on a ridge high 
above Shildon and the 
surrounding countryside, 
on a clear day affording 
views eastward to the 
north-east coast and 
westward across the Pen-
nines.

It was built by Cuthbert 
Carr of St Helen’s Hall in 
the mid-17th century, ini-
tially as a look-out post, 
providing early warning of 
unwelcome visitors to his 
domain. 

Carr, a staunch Royalist, 
had suffered badly at the 
hands of the Scottish Par-
liamentarian supporters 
during the English Civil 
War, almost losing his life 
in 1644 during the siege of 
Newcastle.

At first a simple tower, 
it was remodelled into an 
ornate two storey octago-
nal structure in the 1730s 
by Carr’s descendant, Wil-
liam, taking on the role 
of folly or summerhouse, 
with provision for dining 
and dancing. 

However, by the time of 
his death in 1742, William’s 
lavish lifestyle had brought 
his estate to its knees, 
forcing its sale to the Mus-

grave family of Penrith.
The tower itself was to 

enter a period of gradual 
decline, but its prominent 
position, at nearly 800ft 
above sea level, was on 
occasion to play to its 
advantage.

In the first decade of the 
19th century it was used 
as a precise geographical 
co-ordination point during 
the first high precision 
survey of the area by the 
Board of Ordnance. 

Alongside other signif-
icant local landmarks, 
such as Westerton Folly 
and Kirk Merrington 
church tower, Brussel-
ton Tower was surveyed 
under the supervision of 
Lieutenant Colonel Wil-
liam Mudge of the Royal 
Artillery, whose work was 
to underpin the produc-
tion of the first Ordnance 
Survey map of the area in 
1857. 

The tower was also 
to prove of use to John 
Dixon, the Stockton and 
Darlington Railway sur-
veyor, as a reference point 
in plotting his route over 
the Brusselton inclines.

Ironically the proximity 
of the railway inspired 
the search for local coal 

BRUSSELTON TOWER: FROM 
CIVIL WAR TO COLD WAR

ance points in the event of 
an invasion.

To this day it is not fully 
understood how the Rus-
sian cartographers man-
aged to glean so much 
detail, although satellite 
technology was probably 
involved.

In relation to Brusselton 
Tower, orders were issued 
by the Ministry of Defence 
in 1961 to demolish the 
structure, as it was a “stra-
tegic landmark that could 
have led to the targeting 
of the area”. 

The Tower, by then in 
a sorry state of disre-
pair, was demolished by 
the local Parks family of 
builders, Syd and Maurice, 
although the site’s link 
with the Cold War was not 
to end there.

Between 1956 and 1965, 
at the height of the Cold 
War, the UK Government 
ordered the construction 
of 1,563 “nuclear fallout 
monitoring posts” and 31 
larger headquarters and 
control centre buildings.

Under the control of the 
Air Ministry and the Royal 
Observer Corps, the con-
struction work was under-
taken by local contractors 
to a standard design. 

A waterproofed rein-
forced concrete under-
ground chamber, capable 
of housing three men, 

with ventilation shafts 
and pipework extending 
through the roof, con-
nected to monitoring 
equipment. 

These monitoring posts 
would have been on the 
front line, measuring 
nuclear blast waves and 
radioactive fallout levels, 
and transmitting back to 
the regional headquar-
ters. 

The Brusselton ROC 
post was opened in July 
1961, within a matter of 
yards of the former tower 
site, with near identical 
installations near Wester-
ton and Brafferton.

Half of the posts were 
closed in 1968, follow-
ing a re-organisation and 
contraction of the Royal 
Observer Corps, with 
Brusselton falling into that 
category. 

The structure itself was 
substantially demolished 
around 2001, with only 
limited evidence remain-
ing above ground.

Whilst following open 
casting and forestation of 
the area, there is no evi-
dence of the Tower, or its 
Cold War bunker, on the 
ground today, demolition 
of the structure cannot 
remove from the annals 
the remarkable history 
surrounding the Tower on 
Brusselton Hill.

A once proud Brusselton Tower in its later days of decline.

Brusselton Tower clearly shown (bottom, centre) on the 1857 Ordnance Survey Map.

A contemporary photograph of St Helen’s Hall.

Brusselton 
ROC post in 

2002, before 
the ventilation 

shaft was 
demolished.

 

Photo: Gareth
and Barrie Martin.
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Companionship, friendship 
and fun are guaranteed!

• Dogs to suit your
lifestyle

• Completely flexible
• Trial stays to ensure

 compatibility
• Full support and

advice
• A playmate for your

own dog

Dog lovers wanted
Join our local host community

BarkingMad.uk.com 
Joanne Hewitt - 0191 580 5111
joanne.hewitt@barkingmad.uk.com

Petite Heat
Female Plumbing & 

Heating Services

Appliance Maintenance 
Servicing, Landlord Gas 

Safety Checks, Boiler 
Servicing & Repairs

Tel Nicola: 
01740 656331
07841 291779

petiteheat74@aol.com

Shildon players and man-
agement were able to see 
afterwards.

“Can’t believe what I’m 
seeing here,” tweeted 
Greulich-Smith, while 
assistant manager, Mickey 
Barron also responded, 
tweeting: “So happy with 
the performance from all 
the lads tonight. We set 
up superbly and stopped 
Consett playing. We 
should have scored on the 
counter attack a few times 
and had a good goal disal-
lowed.”

Most scathing was play-
er-manager, Daniel Moore 
who also used twitter to 
say: “Firstly good luck to 
Consett AFC in the Final. 
However is someone 
from the leagues referee 
committee going to come 
out and explain why 80 
minutes into a big game 
for both clubs officials 
are making these kind of 
BASIC errors?”

In an indication of Shil-
don’s tactical dominance 
of the game, Consett 
tested Nick Liversedge’s 
gloves just twice in the 
match while ex-Shildon 
keeper, Kyle Hayes was 
kept busy troughout the 
night at the other end. 

As Barron hinted in his 
tweet, Shildon created 
several opportunities on 
the break. 

Greulich-Smith was 
denied an opener in the 
ninth minute when Hayes 
forced the striker wide and 
his angled shot found the 

side netting. 
Hayes again did well in 

20 minutes to stop a pow-
erful Daniel Moore header 
from a corner before a  
Greulich-Smith snapshot 
just flew just the wrong 
side of the post.

Then came the second 
half controversy, which 
was quickly followed by 
strong Shildon appeals 
for a penalty when Proctor 
was again released, only 
to be brought down from 
behind. 

After a dramatic pause, 
the referee waved away 
the claims. 

By then, the home side 
were clearly content to 
survive until full time and 
place all their hopes in the 
penalty shootout.

They duly did and when 
Marc Ellison blazed over 
for Shildon, it was down to 
Jordan Lavery to convert 
his side’s fifth and send 
Consett into the cup final 
to the rapturous delight of 
their home support. 

SHILDON WERE denied a 
third Durham Challenge 
Cup final in five seasons 
after a controversial off-
side decision at Belle View 
on Tuesday night.

In a tight game of few 
chances, Shildon set out 
to neuter Consett’s home 
advantage, looking to cre-
ate openings on the coun-
ter attack. 

The plan worked a treat 
and just after the hour, 
the chance they had been 
waiting for arrived when 
play was broken up in the 
midfield and a through ball 
found new signing Kieren 
Proctor running free on 
goal with team mate Billy 
Greulich-Smith  also free 
inside him. 

It was a classic two-
on-one break and when 
Proctor evaded the goal-
keeper’s challenge to pass 
the ball to Greulich-Smith, 
the Shildon striker had the 
simple task of sidefooting 
into an empty net.

But the visiting side’s 
cheers were quickly 
silenced when the lines-
man flagged for offside.

It was a decision that 
would effectively cost 
Shildon a cup final after 
the match finished all 
square and Consett pre-
vailed 5-4 in the shootout.

Within seconds of the 
decision, a photograph 
of the incident had been 
shared on social media 
providing clear evidence 
of the linesman’s error.

It was an image the 

OFFSIDE CONTROVERSY DENIES 
SHILDON CUP FINAL BERTH

New signing, Kieren Proctor lays the ball into the path of Billy Greulich-Smith to tap home, 
but inexplicably, the linesman ruled the goal out for offside.           Photo: Tom Clegg.

THE BEAST From the 
East took care of Shildon 
AFC U12 Whites’ hopes of 
a Challenge Cup semi-fi-
nal place the previous 
weekend (4th March) 
when their tie at Teesside 
Rangers was postponed. 

The quarter final will 
now take place at the 
same venue in three 
weeks’ time on Sunday 
8th April. 

Meanwhile, with the 
bad weather thawing, 
Shildon’s home league 
match against Stockton 
Town Blues went ahead 
as scheduled on Sunday 
11th March.

It was the side’s first 
home match after a 
lengthy and successful 
spell on the road and 
they didn’t disappoint 
their home fans, record-
ing a convincing 6-1 win 
against a Blues side who 
played a man short.

Two more goals from 
the league’s top scorer, 
Jack Leighton, were 
added to by a Xander 
Caygill double and a goal 

each for Jack Milner and 
Ben Moore.

Stockton’s Sean McDon-
nell scored a consolation 
for the visitors. 

Leighton now has 27 
goals at the top of the 
league’s scoring charts, 
three ahead of his nearest 
rival for the golden boot. 

The Man of the Match 
award went to Karn Wood.

Shildon, now on 25 
points, consolidated their 
third spot in the division 
with the win, five behind 
Great Ayton and eight 
behind leaders, Guisbor-
ough Town, all having 
played 12 games.

Shildon go back on the 
road this weekend (18th 
March) when they travel 
for a league match to 10th 
placed Billingham Jun-
iors.

The team would also like 
to thank everyone who 
went along to their fund-
raiser on Saturday 10th 
March, with proceeds 
being used to help fund 
their Blackpool Tourna-
ment trip in the summer. 

ANOTHER WIN FOR WHITES 

“WHERE WERE you on 9th 
November 2003?” is the 
question being answered 
at Shildon Football Club’s 
free talk-in this Friday, 
16th March.  

Former players, David 
Bayles and Danny Key 
will be the special guests, 
joined by former Northern 
League chairman, Mike 
Amos, as they re-live the 
famous FA Cup run of 
season 2003-04, which 

TALK-IN AT SHILDON AFC 
REMEMBERS FA CUP RUN

culminated in a First 
Round Proper tie away at 
Notts County on 9.11.03. 

Around 1,200 fans made 
the journey to Nottingham 
for the match.

The evening’s entertain-
ment will kick off at 8pm 
and will include an auc-
tion of the shirt worn by 
David Bayles in the match.

All proceeds from the 
auction will be donated to 
the football club.


