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FREE Headboard FREE Delivery

SPECIAL PURCHASE 4’ 6” Double Divan

£399
Now

£299
Limited offer

spent: “We often run out 
of items in the food bank 
such as UHT milk, tinned 
fruit and cereal and some-
times we need emergency 
basic items such as pil-
lows and quilts so this will 

go a long way to helping 
us support families and 
individuals in the town.” 

For more information 
about advice and support, 
contact Shildon Alive! on 
01388 417600.

THE TEAM from Shildon 
Alive! (A St John’s Church 
project) received a visit 
from Freemason Roy Nev-
ille last week, who handed 
over a £1,000 cheque 
from the Durham Provin-

cial Mark Master Benevo-
lent Fund. 

Olga Bainbridge was on 
hand to accept the gen-
erous donation and after 
thanking Roy explained 
how the money would be 

£1,000 BOOST FOR FOOD BANK
Rev Canon David Tomlinson, Paula Nelson, Roy Neville, Olga Bainbridge.

SLAVERY IS an appalling 
crime, and it is happening 
right now, often under our 
noses, impacting every level 
of society. 

Many people think that 
slavery only exists over-
seas, but modern slavery in 
the UK is thriving, as is evi-
dent from recent cases in 
Shildon and Ferryhill.

The British Government 
estimates that tens of 
thousands of people are 

in modern slavery in the 
UK today. Most people are 
trafficked into the UK from 
overseas, but there are also 
a significant number of Brit-
ish nationals in slavery. The 
most common countries 
of origin are Albania, Viet-
nam, Nigeria, Romania and 
Poland.

Most commonly, people 
are trafficked into forced 
labour in industries such as 
agriculture, construction, 

hospitality, manufacturing 
and car washing. Many 
women and girls are traf-
ficked for sexual exploita-
tion. Many people, again 
mostly women and girls, 
also end up in domestic 
slavery. Others, particularly 
children, are forced into 
crime such as cannabis 
production, petty theft or 
begging.

To highlight modern slav-
ery and human trafficking, 

County Durham Residents’ 
Association are hosting an 
information event at Jubilee 
Fields Community Centre on 
Wednesday 28th February, 
from 10am until 2pm, with 
lunch provided. It’s free to 
attend and all are welcome.

 “You may choose to look 
the other way but you can 
never say again that you did 
not know,” said a spokesper-
son, quoting William Wilber-
force.

SLAVERY AWARENESS AT JUBILEE

A DECISION is set to be 
taken in the case of ‘Ste-
phen’, foster son of Rev. 
Canon David Tomlinson 
and family, after the teen-
ager was interviewed for 
two and a half hours by 
the Home Office on Sun-
day 18th February.

The family has been in 
turmoil since an initial 
Home Office decision to 
deport Stephen back to 
Vietnam, where he was 
kidnapped as an orphan 
and sold into slavery.

The original decision 
was appealed and almost  
125,000 people signed a 
petition asking for it to be 
reconsidered. 

The Home Office is 
expected to come to a 
decision by 4pm on Friday, 
February 23rd, on whether 
to grant Stephen five 
years’ asylum, although 
Stephen may not be told 
the outcome until Mon-
day. If the original deci-
sion is upheld, the appeal 
process will begin again.

Reverend Tomlinson 
said: “We are too fright-
ened to be hopeful just 
in case. We are on ten-
terhooks right now as to 
send Stephen back would 
be a death sentence. 

“We are so grateful for 
the support we have had, 
especially from everyone 
who signed the petition.”

DECISION 
IMMINENT 
IN STEPHEN 
ASYLUM CASE
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SEND US YOUR STORIES

If you have a story you 
would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
We are especially 
interested in good

news, be it personal 
achievements, local 

fundraising, community 
service or any other 

positive stories. Call us 
on 01388 775896 or 

email crier@swd.news

DISCLAIMER

The Shildon & District 
Town Crier cannot be
held responsible for 
advertisers offering
goods or services. 

As a general rule we would
advise anyone not to 
part with any money

until an order has been 
completed to your

full satisfaction. 
All information is correct,

to the best of our 
knowledge, at the time of

printing. 
The Shildon & District Town 

Crier accepts articles in
good faith and takes 
no responsibility for

errors and/or omissions.

Support your local 
community newspaper 

by mentioning the 
Shildon Town Crier 
when contacting 

advertisers.
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Classifieds
All about local people ...

In Memoriam

Staff will identify any-
thing at a site that could 
attract pests, any weak-
nesses in a building’s 
structure that might allow 
them access, and what 
monitoring and treatment 
arrangements a business 
should put in place. 

Companies which book a 
survey will receive imme-
diate feedback on the day 
and a written report soon 
after.

The first survey day takes 
place at Dabble Duck and 
Furnace Industrial Estates 
on Wednesday 7th March. 
The team deal with bed 

bugs, rats, cockroaches, 
fleas, weevils, mice, 
wasps, moles, squirrels 
and flies on a daily basis.

Pest control is not a 
service the council has to 
provide under law. It pro-
vides the service to resi-
dents for a one-off fee of 
£40. Appointments can be 
arranged online at www.
durham.gov.uk/pestcon-
trol or by calling 03000 
260 000.  

Businesses can find out 
what the service can do 
for them by calling 03000 
262 550 or emailing: pest 
control@durham.gov.uk.

BUSINESSES IN Shildon 
looking to tackle or avoid 
pest problems are being 
offered free help.

Durham County Council 
is providing pest manage-
ment surveys and advice 
to companies on indus-
trial estates and business 
parks which it owns.

The pest control team’s 
qualified and experienced 
pest control technicians 
will visit the estates and 
parks on dates which will 
be advertised in advance, 
to allow businesses to 
book the surveys before-
hand.

FREE PEST CONTROL HELP IN SHILDON
Pest control surveyor Shane Roxby at work.

February 23rd
Precious memories of a 

dear friend, Alma

Always loved and 
remembered,
Sonia & Terry

xxx

Alma Straughan

25.2.2006
Remembering a special 
Husband and Dad who’s 
always in our thoughts

Irene, Wilf, Loraine, Marilyn, 
Joan, Alan and families

x

Nobby Clarke

Birthdays

50 Today

Ian Best

Love you always,
Beverley

xxx

22nd February

50!

Acknowledgements

Bainbridge
The family of the late 
Peter wish to express 

their sincere thanks to 
all relatives, friends and 

neighbours for their 
kindness and sympathy 

shown to them during the 
recent bereavement. Also 
for the cards, messages of 
condolence and donations 

to St John’s Church and 
the RSPCA. Thanks to 

University Durham Hospital 
Coronary Care Unit, Rev 

Neville Griffiths for a 
comforting service and 
to Matthew Gibson and 
staff at Gibson’s Funeral 

Services.

Wanted
CASH FOR HOUSEHOLD 
FURNITURE: 07860 560 295

Found
Single coloured key found 
at the bottom of Byerley 
Road near John’s Barbers. 
Contact the Crier.

LOOK GOOD Feel Better is 
the only international can-
cer support charity that 
provides free skincare 
and make up workshops 
for women and teenagers 
undergoing cancer treat-
ment.

Launched in 1994, the 
charity’s aim is to greatly 
increase people’s confi-
dence and self-esteem 
at a very difficult time in 
their lives.

With over 1,500 women 

diagnosed each year with 
cancer in County Durham 
alone, this service is very 
much in demand.

Regional Co-ordinator, 
Andrea Mackrell said: 
“We host a two hour work-
shop every month in part-
nership with Macmillan 
Cancer Support. 

“We would like to invite 
every woman in the area 
who would benefit from 
the pampering therapy.

“This is a free service 

helping to improve lives, 
restoring a sense of nor-
mality and a degree of 
control and, most impor-
tantly, it improves confi-
dence and enhances self 
esteem.

“Our next class is on 
Monday 5th March from 
1pm until 3pm at Ban-
natyne Health Club and 
Spa at Eden Terrace, Bel-
mont, Durham. Phone 
Macmillan Durham on 
0191 333 2815 to book 

LOOK GOOD, FEEL BETTER

SQUIRES BARBERS
81 Church Street, Shildon, DL4 1DT

NOW OPEN
All aspects of Boys / Gents Barbering carried out

Gillian would like to welcome everyone to her salon
29 years’ experience

Open 9-5 Monday - Friday, 9-1 Saturday
Just walk in! No appointment necessary. Affordable prices.

£5 OFF WITH THIS ADVERT
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BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 

factory and saveFREE

Bishop Auckland FC

Catering Manager
A Catering Manager is required for our expanding 

function/meeting business.

For further information contact Nick Postma at
nick.postma@bishopafc.com

see also: www.bishopafc.com

SHILDON NEIGHBOUR-
HOOD Police Team visited 
Sunnydale Leisure Centre 
on Saturday 17th February, 
offering bike and property 
marking, and crime pre-
vention advice. 

Following feedback after 
the event, the team will 

POLICE OFFER THEFT 
PREVENTION SUPPORT

Children had fun exploring police vehicles at the event.  
(Photo facebook.com/shildonpolice).

be looking to put on more 
events like this and also 
plan to take their mark-
ing equipment into local 
schools in the near future.

A police spokesperson 
commented, “If you want 
an event closer to you, 
please contact us on 101.”

Bennett, who was already 
a volunteer.

Flo herself was also a 
stalwart of St Teresa’s, 
volunteering at the shop 
for around 23 years until 
ill health forced her to give 
up her duties before she 
passed away last year.

Having volunteered for 4 
and a half days a week for 
almost two decades, Edith 
is deservedly looking for-
ward to a break and enjoy-
ing bus trips and free time.

She said, “I will miss all 
the volunteers who I have 
worked with, and espe-
cially the many custom-

ers, many of whom have 
become friends. Thank 
you all.

“The shop will still be the 
same and I ask that peo-
ple still call in and leave 
donations just as before.”

Regular customer 
Rachel Ridley was sad to 
see Edith go, saying, “She 
is just lovely. Whenever 
I was looking for some-
thing in particular, like 
fancy dress costumes for 
my kids, she always took 
the time to try and find 
just what I needed. Noth-
ing was ever too much 
trouble.”

ST TERESA’S Hospice in 
Church Street will lose 
one of its longest serving 
volunteers this weekend, 
when Edith Charlton will 
retire from the shop after 
18 years of dedicated ser-
vice.

Edith was born and bred 
in Shildon and lived in the 
Aged Miners Homes at the 
top of Eldon Bank until just 
recently, when she moved 
to Plevna Mews.

She got involved at the 
charity shop after her 
husband Kenneth passed 
away in 1999, working 
alongside her Mam, Flo 

CHARITY SHOP VOLUNTEER RETIRES 
AFTER 18 YEARS

Edith Charlton (right) with fellow volunteer Alice Grindley.

Church.
His mother, Michaela 

Crawford, of Thickley Ter-
race, chose six Godpar-
ents for her handsome 
little boy; Nicole Spoors, 
Shauna Baynham, Katie 

Milburn, Sarah Clarey, 
Ellie Price and Lee Craw-
ford.

Family and friends 
joined together for a cele-
bration at Elm Road Club 
following the service.

THE FIRST baptism of 
the year took place at 
St John’s Church on 
Sunday 18th February, 
when one year-old Luca 
John Crawford was offi-
cially welcomed into the 

Luca John Crawford with his Mam Michaela and Godparents.

FIRST ST JOHN’S BAPTISM OF 2018
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HUMBLES GARAGE
01388 778070  |  07778 117 778

1 ROBSON STREET SHILDON, DL4 1EB

WE ARE NOW CLOSED ON SATURDAYS

MOTs - MOTORBIKES, 
CARS AND VANS

SERVICING
TYRES

EXHAUSTS

Andrew’s Roofing
The complete roofing service
New Roofs - Flat Roofs - Repairs

Slating & Tiling - Felting 
and Pointing

UPVC, Gutters, Fascias, Soffits 
& Flat Roofing Specialist

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

Switched-on 
Electrics

Fuse Boards
Showers
Cookers
Extra Sockets
Security Lights
Re-wire specialist

Any written quote beaten

07722 025 050

BLIND SHILDON resi-
dent, Maureen Taylor was 
left grieving the loss of 
her faithful companion, 
Wilma on Valentine’s Day, 
when the guide dog she 
called ‘my eyes’ passed 
away after an illness.

Maureen and Wilma 
were a well know feature 
of the Byerley Road land-
scape as Wilma guided 
Maureen to shops and on 
and off buses on a daily 
basis. 

But the loss of Wilma, 
who was just ten years 
old, has proved devastat-
ing for Maureen. 

Wilma had been with 
Maureen since she was 
just a puppy and both had 
developed the closest of 
relationships - as well as 
their working partnership 

GUIDE DOG’S PASSING LEAVES 
MAUREEN IN MOURNING 

Wilma passed away on Valentine’s Day after an illness.

they were best friends.
“Wilma was my life 

and my eyes,” said a dis-
traught Maureen. 

“She died after an 
illness on Valentine’s Day 
and although I have my 
family for support, I am 
dreading going outside 
without her.

“She gave me hope and 
confidence. I’ve not only 
lost her as my eyes, but 
as a loving member of our 
family. 

“I just wanted my friends 
and family in Shildon to 
know about our sad loss.”

Maureeen would also 
like to thank the RNIB for 
their support before, dur-
ing and after care.

“A few members are 
usually involved in the 
town’s annual Panto-
mime each year, but never 
had a production of their 
own, so they are trying an 
Easter one this year. 

“It has all the usual 
panto jokes, throwing 
of sweets and ‘He’s 
Behind You’, but instead 
of a ghost they have the 
Easter Bunny. There will 
be lots of booing at the 
evil servant character and 
lots of music too. All in all 

a great family show.“
The panto will be staged 

on Thursday 15th, Friday 
16th and Saturday 17th 
March at 7.30pm, with 
one final show on Sunday 
18th March at 2pm. 

Tickets, priced at £5.50 
for adults and £3.50 for 
children, are available 
from the Box Office on 
01388  774838 or from 
Timothy Hackworth Pri-
mary School (during 
school hours) on  01388  
772959.

A TALE As Old As Time, 
Song As Old as Rhyme are 
the lyrics from one of the 
songs in the forthcoming 
C.A.T.S. Youth Theatre 
Group’s next production:  
Beauty and the Beast, 
which will be staged as an 
Easter Pantomime at Shil-
don Civic Hall.

A spokesperson told the 
Crier, “In all the years the 
CATS group have been 
performing shows, they 
have never performed a 
Pantomime of their own.

A BEAST OF A SHOW THIS MARCH
C.A.T.S. Youth Theatre Group are set to perform their first ever Easter pantomime.

DURHAM’S UNITARY 
Council has for the first 
time ever supported a 
budget motion by an 
opposition councillor.

Liberal Democrat Coun-
cillor, Mark Wilkes put 
forward a proposal to 
increase staffing to deal 
with the problem of empty 
homes in County Durham.

The Council was 
recently identified as hav-
ing the highest number of 
empty properties in the 
entire country.

Cllr Wilkes’ proposal 
will see three additional 
full time staff members 
employed solely to tackle 
the issue.

At present the County 
has over 6,900 long term 
empty properties, classi-
fied as properties which 

have been empty for more 
than six months. 

Many of these are in the 
Shildon, Bishop Auckland 
and Ferryhill areas.

Cllr Wilkes said: “I am 
delighted to have gained 
cross party support for 
action in this area. 

“I have been banging 
on about the problems of 
empty homes for many 
years now, yet the Coun-
cil has been going back-
wards on the issue.”

In 2012 we had 6,000 
long term empty proper-
ties. We now have 6,900. 
Something has to be 
done.

“The extra staff will at 
least double the number 
of hours being put in to 
dealing with this.”

Funding for the extra 

DCC TO TACKLE ISSUE OF EMPTY 
HOMES ACROSS THE COUNTY

staff is to be paid for from 
bonus council tax the gov-
ernment gives councils 
for each extra long-term 
property they bring back 
into use. 

In effect, the staff 
will pay for themselves 
through the bonus the 
Council gets for reduc-
ing the number of empty 
homes.

Cllr Wilkes added: “We 
have an excellent team 
already in this depart-
ment, now we will have 
the extra staff needed get 
on top of these issues.”

Durham Councillors of 
all political persuasion 
voted in favour of the 
proposals with just four 
councillors voting against 
the proposals. 97 council-
lors backed the motion.

Advertise your business in the Crier: delivered to 6,000 homes in and around Shildon
Contact Advertising Manager Jeff Ridley 

 T: 01388 775896   M: 07909 992 731   E: crier@swd.news
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High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

don Alive! A Saint John’s 
Church project collect 
food waste from their 
local Morrisons and Tesco 
and redistribute within the 
community.

The ‘Fridge for All’ is 
available to everyone in 
the community and indi-
viduals, local gardeners 
and local businesses are 
welcome to take from or 

donate to the Fridge in an 
effort to reduce waste.

Please note extended 
opening times from Mon, 
March 2nd for access to 
the ‘Fridge for All’. 

Monday - Friday 
9.30am-4.40pm, closed 
for lunch 12.30-1.30pm. 
Sat 10am-12pm. 19 
Church Street. Tel: 01388 
417600.

SINCE SHILDON Alive! 
launched its ‘Fridge for All’ 
in November, in partner-
ship with Durham County 
Council’s Strategic waste 
management team, HUB-
BUB and Sainsbury’s 
‘Waste less save more’ 
campaign, the team have 
saved a staggering 0.65 
tonnes of food waste.

Volunteers from Shil-

0.65 TONNES OF FOOD SAVED
Since its launch last November, the ‘Fridge for All’ has saved a staggering amount of food 
from going to waste.

GREENFIELD STUDENTS 
have been working extra 
hard in subject groups 
to get the best possible 
head start this term.  Year 
11 Students have come 
together for specialised 
sessions aimed to boost 
their knowledge and con-
fidence in preparation for 
forthcoming exams.

The whole Maths 
team worked with Year 
11 students from both 
the Aycliffe site and 
the Sunnydale Campus 
with a more intensive 
focus on maths, pooling 
resources and ideas to 
benefit each and every 
student involved. 

Staff planned bespoke 
workshops for small 
groups of students based 
on areas of improvement 
identified from their 
mock exams.  

Each student attended 
four workshops and the 
day ended with a team 
maths relay quiz. 

Claire Middleton, Direc-
tor of Improvement in 
Maths, was thrilled with 
the results: “We were 
all extremely impressed 
by the level of engage-
ment of the students and 
many commented that 
they had got a lot from 
the day. It was real suc-
cess and great for all of 

the staff and students to 
have the opportunity to 
work across both cam-
puses.”

The English team also 
planned a dedicated 
event where Year 11 Eng-
lish students were given 
the opportunity to work 
together in the main hall, 
going through past exam 
papers and generally pre-
paring for exams. 

The English team 
enjoyed working together 
with the students, who 
were able to gain tips on 
preparation and benefit 
from the shared knowl-
edge and expertise of the 
English teaching team. 

STUDENTS ARE ‘SUPER LEARNERS’

THE SHILDON AFC Sup-
porters’ Club lottery’s lat-
est draw took place at the 
Shildon AFC social club on 
Sunday 18th February.

There was no winner of 
the £700 jackpot prize with 
the six numbers drawn 
from the bag being: 6, 8, 9, 
11, 13 and 14. The consola-
tion prize of £25 was won 

by Mrs D Thompson.
This week, players 

should select six numbers 
from the remaining 13 to 
win a jackpot of £750. 

Tickets can be pur-
chased from the ground 
on match days, Main 
Street News, One Stop 
Shop and various other 
outlets.

NO LOTTO WINNER

THE BUSY Bees fundrais-
ing group have expressed 
their appreciation to 
everyone who supported 
their recent Coffee Morn-
ing and Table Top Sales. 

A spokesperson said, “It 
was an especially fun day 
with the Mayor, Shirley 
Quinn coming along for 
the experience.

“The pie and cake bakers 
did an excellent job and 
the total amount raised 
was a brilliant £583.

The winner of the Val-
entine Basket was none 
other than Shirley Quinn 
herself, with ticket num-
ber 96. 

The 10 other prize win-
ners were: 
• 1st:  Rington’s Hamper, 

196-200 K. Cockfield;

THANKS FROM THE BUSY BEES
• 2nd: Designer Handbag, 

181-185 J Jeffries;
• 3rd: Bottle of Vodka, 

661-665 Tel. 779114; 
• 4th: Enchanted Grace 

Perfume, 291-295 
Sheila;

• 5th: Family Photo 
Frame, 71-75 Sheila; 

• 6th: Pinot Grigio, 236-
240 Y.F; 

• 7th: Little Red Bag Col-
lection, 271-275 Freezer 
Shop; 

• 8th: Bottle Wine, 0789 
113 1402; 

• 9th: Indulgence Set, 
281-285 Sheila; 

• 10th: Lord & Ladyship 
Gift Pack, 171-175 Ann 
Dunn.
If you think you might be 

a lucky winner, contact 
Marion on 774519.

WOULD YOU like to know 
how to get a better deal 
on your electricity or gas 
supplies? Or save energy 
and money on your heat-
ing, hot water or appli-
ance use?

If so, why not go along 
to the ‘Take Control’ free 
energy awareness session 
at Shildon Alive!, Church 
Street, on Monday 12th 
March, 1.30pm-3.30pm.

The session will be led by 
Ailsa Park, Energy Advisor 
from the national energy 

efficiency charity, who will 
be on-hand to give advice 
on all energy related mat-
ters, included dealing with 
fuel debt, understanding 
bills and reducing conden-
sation, damp and mould at 
home. She can also help 
you to find out if you are 
eligible for insulation and 
heating schemes, fuel dis-
counts and other services.

To sign up for the ses-
sion, contact Paula Nelson 
at Shildon Alive! on 01388 
417600.

ENERGY AWARENESS 

DUE TO RMT Union 
Strike Action, there will 
be disruption to rail ser-
vices in the area on Sat-
urday 3rd March.

Northern Rail will oper-
ate a reduced service, 
with the majority of 
available trains operat-
ing between 7am and 
7pm. Services on some 
routes will finish ear-
lier and some stations 
will have no service. 
During the strike, the 

overall number of trains 
running will be signifi-
cantly reduced and it is 
expected that all trains 
and replacement buses 
will be very busy.

Customers are 
advised to check before 
they travel on the strike 
day, as timetables are 
subject to change. Visit 
northernrailway.co.uk 
for up to date train run-
ning information or call 
0800 200 6060.

RAIL STRIKE
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CLEM’S 
FISH RESTAURANT

Shildon
01388 773400

TUESDAY SPECIAL
COD & CHIPS

TWO FOR THE PRICE OF ONE
TAKEAWAY ONLY

ON MONDAY 5th March, 
Area Demonstrator Pam 
Alexander, from Mor-
peth, will take Shildon 
and District Flower Club 
‘Down the Garden Path’, 
in a delightful evening of 
flower arranging. 

“The session is sure to  
be of interest to both gar-
deners and flower arrang-
ers alike,” said a spokes-
person.

The evening begins at 
7.30pm at Shildon Civic 
Hall. All welcome. Free to 
members, visitors £5.

DOWN THE 
GARDEN PATH

Self-employed audio 
typist required 

for reports
£8 an hour, ad hoc 

separate contracts.
English must be 

excellent. Might suit 
bright student. 

CV please to 
psyc@ymail.com

COMMERCIAL  OFFICE 
SPACE  TO  RENT

All bills included. 
Office rent from £400pcm 

(depending on size)
• Spennymoor Town Centre
• Bills included
• Flexible lease terms
• Fully refurbished
• Double fronted
• On site parking
• No business rates to pay
• Telephone point in each 

office

CALL GEORGE ON

07545 634 929

towards London; in the 
case of Shildon - and any-
where to the north of the 
capital - it is more com-
monly known as ‘south-
bound’.

The 620 metre section 
started at the tunnel, 

heading south towards 
the station, through the 
station and as far as the 
points located just beyond 
Spout Lane Road Bridge. 

The line was closed for 
32 hours to allow the work 
to be completed.

RAILWAY LINE renewal 
works took place on 
Shildon’s railway track 
last weekend in order 
to remove a temporary 
speed restriction of 
20mph.

Restrictions are gener-
ally put on a line for safety 
reasons when the track, 
sleepers or ballast begin 
to get worn out and until 
the track can either be 
repaired or renewed.

The works replaced 620 
metres of track on the ‘up’ 
side of the line, which had 
been in place for over 60 
years, since 1957.

In railway parlance, the 
‘up’ side of a railway line 
is the section heading 

TRACK RENEWED ON SHILDON LINE
Engineers worked at the weekend to renew 620 metres of line at Shildon.                                               Photo: Network Rail.

ST JOHN’S Church will 
host a Coffee Morning on 
Saturday 24th February, 
from 10am till 11.30am. 
Everyone welcome.

COFFEE 
MORNING

AN EASTER Litter Pick, 
followed by Easter Fun, 
will be taking place at 
Jubilee Fields Commu-
nity Centre on Wednesday 
11th April.

A litter pick with Tidy Ted 
will take place between 
10.45am and 1pm, fol-
lowed by Easter fun and 
disco between 1pm and 
3pm.

For more information, 
contact Barbara or Sally 
Ann on 01388 775425.

EASTER 
LITTER PICK

Brush 
Strokes
All aspects 
of Painting 
& Decorating
Papering specialist
07722 025050
10% off with the mention of this advert

ing continues throughout 
2018, thanks to manu-
facturer Philips who have 
deferred payment until 
the end of the year.

Dr Elizabeth Loney, Con-
sultant Radiologist and 
Care Group Director for 
Clinical Specialist Ser-
vices, said: “I’m delighted 
that our patients can now 
benefit from this innova-
tive technology at Bishop 
Auckland Hospital and 
look forward to the instal-
lation of our Darlington 
Memorial Hospital scan-
ner too, once building 
work to accommodate it 
is completed during the 
spring.  

“Previously patients 
may have had to undergo 
exploratory and some-

times invasive surgery to 
support the diagnostic 
process. 

“This advanced tech-
nology, which provides 
detailed and high quality 
images, will help reduce 
many such interventions, 
improving the patient 
experience. 

“Not everyone real-
ises that MRI scans take 
between 30 and 40 min-
utes which is a long time 
to lie still, but our new 
scanners have wider tun-
nels, known as ‘bores’ 
and are much quieter than 
older models.  

“Patients can also 
choose from a selection 
of lighting programmes 
which change during the 
scan.”

PATIENTS AT Bishop 
Auckland Hospital can 
now benefit from the first 
of two new state of the art 
MRI scanners coming to 
County Durham and Dar-
lington NHS Foundation 
Trust as part of an on-go-
ing major public fundrais-
ing campaign.

The scanner has been 
installed whilst fundrais-

NEW MRI SCANNER INSTALLED 
THANKS TO GENEROUS DONATIONS
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let the 50th anniversary of 
this incident pass without 
somehow commemorat-
ing the lives of these two  
young men. 

“Since that time, Tees-
dale & Weardale have had 
a mountain rescue team 
which has gone on to save 
many lives in the interven-
ing years. 

“Our plan is to hold a 
commemorative service 
at St John’s Church in 
Shildon at 2pm on Satur-
day 24th March, followed 
by a plaque unveiling at 
our base in Durham. 

“Any family, friends or 

members of the Youth 
Club would be very wel-
come to join us.

“Most of the information 
I have about the incident 
is taken from press cut-
tings at the time. 

“I would really appreci-
ate if anyone who was on 
the walk could contact 
me by emailing leader@
twsmrt.org.uk or calling 
07876 132030. 

“I would also like to 
make contact with a rel-
ative of David Vaughan’s, 
who I believe lived in Cor-
onation Avenue in Shil-
don.”

ON 23RD March 1968, 
two young men from Shil-
don, Kenneth Brown (23) 
and David Vaughan (18), 
tragically died while walk-
ing with a party from St 
John’s Church Youth Club 
in the North Pennine Hills. 

Partly as a result of 
this incident, the Upper 
Teesdale & Weardale Fell 
Rescue Association was 
founded a few months 
later. 

Steve Owers, Team 
Leader of Teesdale & 
Weardale Search & Moun-
tain Rescue Team said: 
“We felt that we could not 

SHILDON MEN COMMEMMORATED BY 
RESCUE ASSOCIATION 50 YEARS ON 

Upper Teesdale & Weardale Fell Rescue Association was founded just a few months after 
the deaths of Kenneth Brown and David Vaughan from Shildon, 50 years ago next month.

MP FOR the Bishop Auck-
land Constituency, Helen 
Goodman, has slammed 
the “wholly objectionable” 
proposal to move Bishop 
Auckland Register Office 
to Mount Oswald in Dur-
ham City. 

Ms Goodman called on 
Durham County Council 
to seize the opportunity 
that Bishop Auckland‘s 
new Heritage Action 
Zone status provides to 
ensure further investment 
into the town instead of 
removing public sector 
jobs.

The MP said: “We have a 
crisis in the smaller towns 
across the county and 
local people are fed up 
of the state of their local 
town centres. 

“All of them are suffer-
ing from a serious hollow-
ing out of jobs in retail, 
banks and local services 
in our town centres. 

“Durham County Coun-
cil must take a lead on 
ensuring that investment 
is shared fairly across the 
county and not just in the 
wealthiest parts of City of 
Durham.

“Instead of spending 
money doing up Mount 
Oswald, the Council 
should use the funds to 
build a new facility in 
Bishop Auckland to house 
the county archives and 
renovate the listed build-
ings in Bishop Auckland 
to provide a new local 
Register Office. 

“This is an opportunity 

BISHOP MP FIGHTS PROPOSALS 
TO MOVE REGISTRY OFFICE

for Durham County Council 
to make a real difference 
here in Bishop Auckland.”

Durham County Council 
has been consulting on 
a proposal for a new his-
tory centre for Durham 
at Mount Oswald manor 
house.

The proposals include 
the relocation to the new 
site of the existing Dur-
ham Register Office from 
Aykley Heads House 
along with all the regis-
tration records and cer-
emony rooms at Bishop 
Auckland Register Office.

The consultation closed 
on Sunday 18th February 
with views expected to 
help shape an application 
to the Heritage Lottery 
Fund.

Domestics Direct 
AppliAnce repAirs

Washing Machines, Tumble 
Dryers, Electric Cookers, 

Vacuum Cleaners, Dish Washers

free locAl cAll out

Call Darren
Daytime: 07949 905 581
Evening: 01388 721 882

JB JOINERY
All aspects of joinery 
& home improvement 
services undertaken

Free Estimates
Call John on 

07814 965 317
JB Joinery

Extensions, Alterations, Windows, 
Composite Doors, Bathrooms, Kitchens, 
Garage Conversions, Structural Walls 

Removed, GRP Flat Roofs

FREE ADVICE

07722 025050 / 01388 778401

SHILDON TOWN Council 
have issued a warning to 
dog walkers who fail to 
pick up after their pets, 
after another Fixed Pen-
alty Notice was issued 
last weekend in Hack-
worth Park. 

A spokesperson for 
the Council said, “Please 
remember it is an offence 
to allow a dog to foul with-
out picking it up.

“There is no excuse - free 
dog bags are available at 
the Town Council Offices.”

COUNCIL ISSUE SECOND FINE

SHILDON METHODIST 
Church’s next Souper 
Friendly Kitchen is set to 
take place on Tuesday 6th 
March.

“Why not come along 
and join us at 12 noon for 
a warming bowl of soup 
and bread roll, plus tea 
and biscuits all for just 
£1,” encouraged organis-
ers. 

After lunch, attendees 

are invited to stay and 
chat, or enjoy a game of 
dominoes, scrabble or 
pool.

The Church also hosts 
a ‘Chatty’ Coffee Morn-
ing every Thursday from 
10am to 11am.

“If you fancy a cuppa, 
just drop in and see us, 
we would love to see you,” 
continued the spokesper-
son.

SOUPER FRIENDLY KITCHEN

PC PETE Akiens will be 
holding his regular Cuppa 
with a Copper session 
between 1pm and 2pm 
on Friday 2nd March, at 
Costa Coffee on Church 
Street. 

“This is not an invita-
tion for free coffee,” said 

PC Akiens, “but is an 
opportunity for you to 
meet a member of your 
local police team in an 
informal setting, to bring 
issues to my attention or 
to ask me any questions 
you may have about local 
policing.”

CUPPA WITH A COPPER

TO LET

TEL: 07746 294 399

Byerley Road, Shildon
(Hippodrome End)

2 Bed House
Smart Decor

Carpets, Curtains, Blinds
£375pcm

All aspects of tree & hedge 
maintenance undertaken, 

from planting to full removal

TEL SAM: 07818 555 862
E: samnicholsonarb@gmail.com
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AFTER THE previous 
weekend’s postponed 
league fixture, Shildon 
AFC under 12 Whites 
were away to Thornaby 
FC Blues last Sunday and 
continued where they left 
off - with an emphatic win.

“The lads played really 
well, scoring nine goals 
while keeping a clean 
sheet at the other end,” 
said coach Matthew Card.

Shildon’s goals came 

from Jack Leighton (5),  
Karn Wood (2), Sam Hop-
per and Ben Moore.

The Man of the Match 
award went, for the sec-
ond game running, to 
Captain Johnny Johnson.

It’s back to Challenge 
Cup action this com-
ing weekend as the side 
travel to Hartlepool St 
Francis Yellow, who are 
currently in fourth spot in 
Division Four.

UNDER 10S WIN AGAIN

AS PART of Rights 
Respecting Day, students 
from Greenfield Commu-
nity College have been 
gaining an insight into the 
lives of Paralympic ath-
letes and the difficulties 
they have to overcome to 
compete in their respec-
tive sports.

Year 9 students had the 
opportunity to take part 
in activities such as sit 
down volleyball, boccia 
and blindfold football.

The activities gave stu-
dents a real sense of the 
difficulties experienced 
by competitors and the 
extra resolve and determi-
nation that was needed to 
compete.  

Students said they had 
gained respect and under-
standing for people who 
have to cope with disabil-
ity on a day to day basis.

Rights Respecting is 
part of a wider initiative 
intent on raising aware-
ness of injustice and ena-
bles students to not only 
learn more about equality 
and diversity but builds 
their confidence to form 
and voice their opinions 
both at school and in the 
wider community.   

The activities also sup-
port a commitment from 
Greenfield to encourage 
an inclusive culture that 
considers the needs and 
talents of every child.

GREENFIELD STUDENTS 
TACKLE DISABILITY IN SPORT

Students gained an insight into, and respect for the 
difficulties experienced by disabled competitors.

The rebound returned 
to Robson but in adjust-
ing for the shot he lost 
his balance on the soft 
playing surface and the 
effort with his weaker foot 
skewed wide.

 Shildon continued to 
dominate possession but 
their season-long ina-
bilty to convert any of the 
numerous chances they 
create would again haunt 
them in this fixture.

That said, they could 
count themselves unfor-
tunate not to be ahead at 
the break, but a momen-
tary lapse of concentra-
tion as the second half 
got underway would ulti-
mately prove their undo-
ing. 

Perhaps expecting a 
similar pattern to the first 
half’s play, the Railway-
men let down their guard 
and were caught by an 
immediate Marske break. 

Andrew Stephenson 
evaded a challenge on the 

edge of the box to feed 
Danny Earl, whose effort 
was well saved by the out-
rushing Nick Liversedge. 

The ball rebounded 
to Peter Bulmer whose 
instinctive strike from 
16 yards arrowed into 
the side netting for the 
game’s only goal.

The disappointed vis-
itors drop once more to 
6th position in the table, 
overtaken by local rivals, 
West Auckland Town. 

But if there is any solace 
to be taken from that, it 
will be that West thumped 
Consett, Shildon’s Dur-
ham Challenge Cup 
semi-final opponents, 5-1.

Ahead of that cup tie 
next midweek (on Tues-
day 27th February at Belle 
View) Shildon entertain 
fourth-bottom Penrith at 
Dean Street on Saturday 
(24th February) in what 
will Kyle May’s return to 
the club he left to take 
charge of the Blues.

IN A fixture played at Bill-
ingham Town’s Bedford 
Terrace due to the unplay-
able condition of Marske 
United’s home ground, 
Shildon came within a 
penalty save of inflicting 
damage to the FA Vase 
quarter finalists and title 
chasers’ league hopes.

Regular penalty taker, 
Matty Robson saw his 
spot kick saved by Mar-
ske’s Robert Dean, who 
pulled off a string of 
superlative saves to frus-
trate the Railwaymen.

Shildon dominated the 
majority of the game, 
assisted by a tentative 
Marske side mindful of 
their FA Vase quarter final 
tie coming up this Sat-
urday (24th February) at 
Bracknell Town.

Shildon clearly pre-
dicted the home side’s 
cautious approach ahead 
of an important cup tie 
and adopted an attacking 
approach to their game.

In the 16th minute, a 
quickly taken free kick 
sent Matty Robson into 
the box and as he twisted 
and turned his way to 
goal, Lee Brockbank’s 
lunging tackle took him to 
ground for an undisputed 
spot kick. 

Robson rose to take the 
kick himself and could 
not be faulted for his tech-
nique. Neither, though, 
could Dean in the Marske 
goal, stretching to his left 
to make a one handed 
stop. 

SHILDON PAY PENALTY AT MARSKE
Marske’s Robert Dean stretches to his left to save Matty in the 16th minute.   
                                          Photo: Martyn Tweddle.

FRIDAY 2ND MARCH
TICKETS @ RECEPTION 

01388 772902
DOORS OPEN 7PM

TICKETS
VIP £15

ADULT £12
CHILD £10

FAMILY £36

SHILDON CIVIC HALL


