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NEW MRI SCANNER INSTALLED 
THANKS TO GENEROUS DONATIONS
PATIENTS AT Bishop 
Auckland Hospital can 
now benefit from the first 
of two new state of the art 
MRI scanners coming to 
County Durham and Dar-
lington NHS Foundation 
Trust as part of an on-go-
ing major public fundrais-
ing campaign.

The scanner has been 
installed whilst fundrais-

ing continues throughout 
2018, thanks to manu-
facturer Philips who have 
deferred payment until 
the end of the year.

Dr Elizabeth Loney, Con-
sultant Radiologist and 
Care Group Director for 
Clinical Specialist Ser-
vices, said, “I’m delighted 
that our patients can now 
benefit from this innovate 

technology at Bishop 
Auckland Hospital and 
look forward to the instal-
lation of our Darlington 
Memorial Hospital scan-
ner too, once building 
work to accommodate it 
is completed during the 
spring.  

“Modern scanners 
play an important part in 
helping our Consultants 

diagnose and determine 
treatment plans for what 
can be life threatening or 
life limiting conditions, 
including many types of 
cancer and heart disease.  

“Previously patients 
may have had to undergo 
exploratory and some-
times invasive surgery to 

A NEW primary school 
for Bishop Auckland has 
been listed among the 
projects set to benefit 
from a £117 million capital 
investment programme in 
County Durham.

The funds, which are 
ring-fenced for capital 
projects, were agreed 
by councillors at their 
meeting on Wednesday, 
21st February as part of 
Durham County Council’s 
2018/19 budget.

Escomb Primary will be 
a £6.3m new build, which 
the Cabinet report says 
is required because new 
housebuilding in Bishop 
Auckland is placing 
excessive pressure upon 
school places. 

“The optimum solu-
tion in this circumstance 
would be the building 
of a new two form entry 
primary school,” contin-
ues the report adding, “A 
housing developer has 
agreed to gift the required 
land in this regard and has 
been required to grant 
a £2.1 million Section 
106 contribution to build 
costs. In total build costs 
are forecast to be £6.3 
million. 

“The £2.1 million 
included in MTFP(8) 
(Medium Term Finan-
cial Plan) will need to be 
matched with a further 
£2.1 million in MTFP(9).”

NEW SCHOOL 
PLANNED 
FOR BISHOP 
AUCKLAND

www.hackettandbaines.co.uk 47-49 Main Street, Shildon, DL4 1AF  •  Tel: 01388 772671
With Two Drawers 

FREE Headboard FREE Delivery

SPECIAL PURCHASE 4’ 6” Double Divan

£399
Now

£299
Limited offer

Guest of honour, Warren Hubble, with Chairman, Professor Paul Keane OBE, Chief Executive, Sue Jacques, Consultant Radiographer, Dr 
Elizabeth Loney, and members of the radiology team at CDDFT. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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SEND US YOUR STORIES

If you have a story you 
would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
We are especially 
interested in good

news, be it personal 
achievements, local 

fundraising, community 
service or any other 

positive stories. Call us on 
01388 775896 or email 

bishop@swd.news

DISCLAIMER

The Bishop Press cannot be
held responsible for 
advertisers offering
goods or services. 

As a general rule we would
advise anyone not to 
part with any money

until an order has been 
completed to your

full satisfaction. 
All information is correct,

to the best of our 
knowledge, at the time of

printing. 
The Bishop Press 

accepts articles in
good faith and takes 
no responsibility for

errors and/or omissions.

Support your local 
community newspaper 

by mentioning the 
Bishop Press 

when contacting 
advertisers.
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to collaborate with The 
Auckland Project and the 
Meadows Museum on 
the first North American 
showing of Francisco de 
Zurbarán’s extraordinary 
series.

“The sheer visual power 
and rich narrative content 
will draw visitors in and 
will be beautifully com-
plemented by the Frick’s 
strong holdings in Span-
ish art.”                

Elsewhere in Manhat-
tan, a selection of Span-
ish art from The Auckland 
Project’s collection was 
also on display at Sothe-
by’s from 26th January to 
11th February. 

Timed to coincide 
with Sotheby’s Masters 
Week, one of their busi-
est weeks of the year, the 
exhibition featured Span-
ish Old Master paintings 
acquired by The Auckland 
Project through the inter-
national auction house. 

Jointly curated by 
Sotheby’s and The Auck-
land Project, this was 
the first presentation of 
works that will soon be 
displayed in the Span-
ish Gallery, due to open 
in Bishop Auckland in 
2019.

James Macdonald, Sen-
ior Director at Sotheby’s, 
said: “It is a great privi-
lege for Sotheby’s to play 
a small part in this inspi-
rational project. 

“Through the brief pre-
view that this exhibition 
offers, we hope our view-
ers will be inspired to 
learn more about Spanish 
art and visit The Auckland 
Project in a beautiful part 
of North East England.” 

For more information 
about the American exhi-
bitions and to stay up to 
date with The Auckland 
Project’s future plans, 
visit their website at www.
aucklandproject.org.

AN INTERNATIONAL 
spotlight is shining on 
Bishop Auckland with 
two prestigious US exhi-
bitions attracting interna-
tional attention.

Paintings from The 
Auckland Project, includ-
ing works from Auckland 
Castle and the forth-
coming Spanish Gallery 
nearby, have been dis-
played in two separate 
exhibitions in New York 
City.

Francisco de Zurbarán’s 
Jacob and His Twelve Sons, 
is being exhibited at the 
renowned Frick Collec-
tion until 22nd April, while 
an additional selection 
of Spanish artworks was 
shown at Sotheby’s auction 
house earlier this month.

Both exhibitions have 
helped to raise the profile 
of Bishop Auckland with 
the Zurbarán paintings 
generating countless col-
umn inches in worldwide 
publications such as The 
New Yorker, The Art News-
paper and Spain’s La Van-
guardia.

The first ever showing 
of Jacob and His Twelve 
Sons in New York builds 
on a year-long in-depth 
technical analysis of the 
Zurbarán paintings at the 
Kimbell Art Museum, Fort 
Worth, Texas and an exhi-
bition at the Meadows 
Museum, Dallas, which 
closed in January.

Ian Wardropper, Direc-
tor of The Frick Collec-
tion, said: “We are thrilled 

MASTERPIECES EXHIBITED IN NEW YORK
The Auckland Project at Sotheby’s  courtesy of The Auckland Project.

meikles
solicitors
FAMILY  CHILDREN  WILLS 

 PROBATE  LPAs  LITIGATION
MENTAL  HEALTH

EMPLOYMENT  
CONVEYANCING

CRIMINAL 
YOUR LOCAL 

LEGAL EXPERTS
01388 451 122

Andrew’s Roofing
The complete roofing service
New Roofs - Flat Roofs - Repairs

Slating & Tiling - Felting 
and Pointing

UPVC, Gutters, Fascias, Soffits 
& Flat Roofing Specialist

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

Brush 
Strokes
All aspects 
of Painting 
& Decorating
Papering specialist
07722 025050
10% off with the mention of this advert

Happy Homes Cleaning 
Company is looking for 

experienced cleaners in Bishop 
Auckland and surrounding areas
We offer flexible working hours 

to fit around your lifestyle. 
£8 per hour.

Please contact Scarlett on 
07542 844996 or visit 

happyhomescleaningcompany.com

Macie’s Beauty Salon
57 Cockton Hill Rd, Bishop Auckland

We offer nails, beauty and sunbeds
at very competitive rates

No appointment needed - just call in!

@inhousesalon Tel: 01388 665 895
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umbria Water, which is 
driving the campaign in 
the region said: “Over 90 
refill stations have now 
been registered across 
the North East and the 
numbers are growing 
daily.

“We are delighted that 
Sam Zair’s Cafe is the first 
to register in Bishop Auck-

land town centre.”
 Sam, a Durham County  

Councillor for Bishop 
Auckland said: “We have 
to start encouraging peo-
ple to change their habits 
and to make them realise 
the amount of harm they 
are causing to our planet 
for the sake of our chil-
dren and grandchildren.”

A CAFE owner in Bishop 
Auckland is urging fellow 
business to support a 
campaign to reduce plas-
tic waste. 

Sam Zair, whose cafe is 
in Bondgate in the town 
centre was among the 
first in County Durham 
to sign up to the Refill 
campaign which aims to 
reduce plastic bottle use 
by providing free water 
refills.

Heidi Mottram of North-

SAM SIGNS UP FOR FREE REFILLS

Cafe owner, Sam Zair was one of the first businesses to sign up to the Refill campaign which aims 
to reduce plastic bottle use by providing free water refills.

Bishop Auckland FC

Catering Manager
A Catering Manager is required for our expanding 

function/meeting business.

For further information contact Nick Postma at
nick.postma@bishopafc.com

see also: www.bishopafc.com

IN TROUBLE WITH THE LAW?

Tel: 01388 606660

Crime and Road Traffic Offences • Matrimonial 
Family • Children • General Litigation

Personal Injury Claims • Conveyancing 
Business Leases • Wills & Probate

www.cwbooth.co.uk

COMMERCIAL  OFFICE 
SPACE  TO  RENT

All bills included. 
Office rent from £400pcm 

(depending on size)
• Spennymoor Town Centre
• Bills included
• Flexible lease terms
• Fully refurbished
• Double fronted
• On site parking
• No business rates to pay
• Telephone point in each 

office

CALL GEORGE ON

07545 634 929

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought IronRMH

CAR SALES
St Helens Auckland Retail Park, Bishop Auckland, DL14 9TT

View our vehicles at www.rmhcarsales.com

07582 570308

support the diagnostic 
process. This advanced 
technology, which pro-
vides detailed and high 
quality images, will help 
reduce many such inter-
ventions, improving the 
patient experience. 

“Not everyone real-
ises that MRI scans take 
between 30 and 40 min-
utes which is a long time 
to lie still, but our new 
scanners have wider tun-
nels, known as ‘bores’ 
and are much quieter than 
older models.  

“Patients can also 
choose from a selection 
of lighting programmes 
which change during the 
scan.  

“All of this leads to a 
much improved patient 
experience.  

“In the past, children 
and some adults required 
sedation or a general 
anaesthetic in order to 
tolerate being scanned, 
but we’re finding this is 
now much less likely.  

“This not only means 
reduced risks to the 
patient an an anaesthetic 
is avoided but also saves 
hospital beds, tradition-
ally required for recover.

“We’ve been amazed 
and very touched by the 
generosity of local peo-
ple who have donated to 
our Appeal.  Individuals, 

groups, associations and 
local businesses have all 
stepped-up, recognising 
the huge benefits these 
scanners will bring.  

“It’s important that this 
generosity and fundrais-
ing continues throughout 
2018.”

One of the first patients 
to benefit from the new 
Bishop Auckland scanner 
was seven year old War-
ren Hubble, from Sacris-
ton. Warren’s dad, Wayne 
Hubble said: “Children 
often need to have a gen-
eral anaesthetic ahead of 
an MRI scan and when 
they told me how long 
Warren would need to lie 
still, I thought he would 
need an anaesthetic.

“However the radiog-
rapher talked to Warren, 
explained what was going 
to happen and let him 
choose his own lighting 
options. 

“Warren loved the lights 
and the way they changed 
and, because the scanner 
was so quiet, the Radiog-
rapher was able to talk 
to him through a speaker 
throughout the scan.  

“Amazingly, Warren lay 
completely still for the full 
30 minutes, which I don’t 
think would have been 
possible with one of the 
older scanners. 

“I’m so pleased he didn’t 
need an anaesthetic or 
even sedation.”

NEW MRI SCANNER INSTALLED AT 
BISHOP AUCKLAND HOSPITAL

FROM PAGE 1
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HAND 
CAR 

WASH

BEHIND DOMINOS 

PIZZA AND NEXT TO 

STARBUCKS

Why not leave 
your car and 

do some 
shopping or go 

for a coffee?

SOAPYCAR.COM

St Helens Auckland Retail Park, Bishop Auckland DL14 9TT

£8.00 to £16.00 per hour for Bank 
Holidays

£8.50 to £8.70 for weekend work 
plus mileage allowance
FULL training provided

Contact: Debbie Brown on 01740 658872
Email: debbie.brown@suppor�ve.org.uk

or go to www.suppor�ve.org.uk/join-us for details.

Are you searching for a job?

Are you a caring person ready for a rewarding challenge?    
Do you want to make a difference to peoples lives?

Yes? Then it is YOU we are looking for!

Join us 
now!

We are currently recrui�ng Care Staff in various loca�ons to support 
individuals within their own homes.

All posts are subject to a DBS check.
Registered Charity no. 1095388 Limited by Guarantee no. 3962187

A. FrAncis
Roofing & Building

From a single slate to a new roof
Gutters cleaned and inspected

Chimney repairs

No job too small
Tel: 01388 833853

Mob: 07811 848228
Established 1987

Repointing to brickwork All aspects of tree & hedge 
maintenance undertaken, 

from planting to full removal

TEL SAM: 07818 555 862
E: samnicholsonarb@gmail.com

IF Electrical & 
Security

Tel: Shaun Hope
07857 813 393
ifproducts07@gmail.com

Intruder Alarms - CCTV - Fire 
- Smoke Detection - Access 
Control - Security Lighting - 

Electrical Installation, NAPIT 
Approved

20 Years’  Experience, serving 
the Bishop Auckland area

R.J.A. CONSTRUCTION
OF HEIGHINGTON VILLAGE

DRIVES & PATIOS TRANSFORMED
We specialise in;

BLOCK PAVING - FLAGGING
FENCING - WALLS

DRIVEWAYS REPAIRED
All Building Work Undertaken
FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION PLEASE RING

Tel: 01325 312675
Mob: 07957 612466

30 Years Experience

diagnosed each year with 
cancer in County Durham 
alone, this service is very 
much in demand.

Regional Co-ordinator, 
Andrea Mackrell said: 
“We host a two hour work-
shop every month in part-
nership with Macmillan 
Cancer Support. 

“We would like to invite 
every woman in the area 
who would benefit from 
the pampering therapy.

“This is a free service 

helping to improve lives, 
restoring a sense of nor-
mality and a degree of 
control and, most impor-
tantly, it improves confi-
dence and enhances self 
esteem.

“Our next class is on 
Monday 5th March from 
1pm until 3pm at Bann-
tayne Health Club and Spa 
at Eden Terrace, Belmont, 
Durham. Phone Macmil-
lan Durham on 0191 333 
2815 to book your place.”

LOOK GOOD Feel Better is 
the only international can-
cer support charity that 
provides free skincare 
and make up workshops 
for women and teenagers 
undergoing cancer treat-
ment.

Launched in 1994, the 
charity’s aim is to greatly 
increase people’s confi-
dence and self-esteem 
at a very difficult time in 
their lives.

With over 1,500 women 

LOOK GOOD FEEL BETTER
Look Good Feel Better is a charity supporting women and teenagers undergoing cancer 
treatment.                               Image: www.lookgoodfeelbetter.co.uk. 

Volunteer driving scheme in County Durham
Every week dozens of people across County Durham struggle 
to make it to GP appointments due to lack of transport.  
I am writing to appeal to local people to volunteer their time 
and driving skills to make a difference in their community.
Volunteer driving scheme, Help to Health, is funded by the 
local Clinical Commissioning Groups and is delivered by 
national charity Volunteering Matters, in partnership with 
Supportive.
Many people rely on our volunteer driving schemes to help 
them get out and about and do everyday things that most of 
us take for granted.  
A routine appointment at the doctors can be complicated, 
if not impossible, for some people without the support of a 
volunteer driver.
Together we can assist with helping older people maintain 
their health, independence and reduce social isolation.
Our drivers find it a rewarding way to spend their free time 
because they know they make a big difference to the lives of 
others.
If you would like to find out more about becoming a volunteer 
driver we would love to hear from you on 0191 3891155.

Yours sincerely,
Angela Foster

Development Worker
Volunteering Matters

Letters to the Editor...
Email: crier@swd.news stating ‘Letter’ in the subject line.
Write to: Letters, Bishop Press, 3-4 First Floor Offices, 
Shildon Town Council, Shildon DL4 1AH.
All letters (including emails) must include the writer’s name, 
address, postal code and contact number and may be edited.
The maximum length for letters is 200 words.

facebook.com/
bishoppress
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WEBSTER MEMORIAL THEATRE
High Street, Arbroath, Angus, DD11 1AW 

FRIDAY 21st APRIL 2017
STARTS: 7.30PM  -  TICKETS £18.00 / £17.00 conc 
Box Office 01241 435800           Online: www.webstertheatre.co.uk

www.facebook.com/patsyclineandfriends                                                                                                                             www.amptheatreagency.co.uk

THE APEX
1 Charter Square, Bury St Edmunds, IP33 3FD

FRIDAY 9th JUNE 2017
STARTS: 7.30PM  -  TICKETS £19.50  Conc £18.50  Wheelchair users £9.75 

Box Office 01284 758000        Online: www.theapex.co.uk

TOWN HALL
Market Place, Bishop Auckland, DL14 7NP

SATURDAY 3RD MARCH 2018
STARTS: 7.30PM  -  TICKETS £17.50

Box Office 03000 269 524        Online: www.wegottickets.com 

TOWN HALL Market Place, Bishop Auckland DL14 7NP

SATURDAY 3RD MARCH | 7.30PM
BOX OFFICE 03000 269 524  | www.wegottickets.com

facebook.com/patsyclineandfriends www.amptheatreagency.co.uk

Petite Heat
Female Plumbing & 

Heating Services

Appliance Maintenance 
Servicing, Landlord Gas 

Safety Checks, Boiler 
Servicing & Repairs

Tel Nicola: 
01740 656331
07841 291779

petiteheat74@aol.com

Self-employed audio 
typist required 

for reports
£8 an hour, ad hoc 

separate contracts.
English must be 

excellent. Might suit 
bright student. 

CV please to 
psyc@ymail.com

freelance  hairdressing
10 years experience
monday - saturday

late night appointments

affordable prices
free consultations

laura  07583 172713
f: @hairandbeyondfreelance

Offers
CASH FOR HOUSEHOLD 
FURNITURE: 07860 560 295

nesses in the town and 
also a signed Football 
from Manchester United 
Football Club which raised 
£100 at auction.

Councillor Zair said, 
“What a fantastic evening, 
I am totally overwhelmed 
by the generosity of every-
one who attended”.

“There are so many peo-
ple I would like to thank 
that made the Ball such 
a success, firstly I would 
like to thank all of the 
kind businesses in Bishop 
Auckland who donated 
raffle prizes, to all of the 
staff at the Town Hall for 
their hard work and to my 
parents and family for 
their support.”

“Finally I would like to 

say a very special thank 
you to Charlotte Newbold 
and James Nodding from 
St John’s School and 
Sixth Form College who 
both played the piano so 
beautifully for my guests; 
they have wonderful talent 
and are a credit to their 
families and the school.”

Tickets are now on sale 
for the Mayor’s Irish Night 
which will take place at 
The Park Head, Saturday 
17th March 2018.  For 
details contact the coun-
cil on 01388 609852 or 
e mail council@bisho-
pauckland-tc.gov.uk.

THE MAYOR’S Charity Ball 
held at Bishop Auckland 
Town Hall on Saturday 
17th February proved to 
be a great success, rais-
ing £1,350 for the Great 
North Air Ambulance.

One hundred guests 
enjoyed all the glamour 
you would expect from 
the occasion including 
being bag-piped into the 
hall by Piper Kevin York 
and Adam Makepeace, a 
three-course meal, danc-
ing and musical entertain-
ment by Soul Band The 
Smokin’ Spitfires.

A raffle, tombola and 
auction all helped to add 
to the impressive amount 
with many generous 
donations from local busi-

LOVE AND CHARITY IN AIR AT BALL

The Mayor Adam Zair (centre), with Councillors Lesley and Sam Zair alongside the Manchester 
United signed football.

DUE TO RMT Union 
Strike Action, there will 
be disruption to rail ser-
vices in the area on Sat-
urday 3rd March.

Northern Rail will oper-
ate a reduced service, 
with the majority of 
available trains operat-
ing between 7am and 
7pm. Services on some 
routes will finish ear-
lier and some stations 
will have no service. 
During the strike, the 

TWO OF Britain’s finest 
chefs are the latest to join 
the list of top food experts 
bringing their culinary tal-
ents to this year’s Bishop 
Auckland Food Festival, 
taking place on Saturday 
21st and Sunday 22nd 
April.

Dan Doherty is cur-
rently chef director at 
London’s prestigious 
Duck & Waffle restau-
rant, located on the 40th 
floor of Heron Tower – 
one of the country’s tall-
est skyscrapers – and 
will appear in the Cook-
ery Theatre on Sunday, 
22nd April. 

“I’m delighted to be 
joining the Bishop Auck-
land Food Festival and 
look forward to tasting 
what delights the region 
has on offer,” said Dan.

He is known for his 

overall number of trains 
running will be signifi-
cantly reduced and it is 
expected that all trains 
and replacement buses 
will be very busy.

Customers are 
advised to check before 
they travel on the strike 
day, as timetables are 
subject to change. Visit 
northernrailway.co.uk 
for up to date train run-
ning information or call 
0800 200 6060.

innovative, playful and 
indulgent cooking style, 
with a number of awards 
and accolades under his 
belt as well as two cook-
ery books.

His appearance on 
Sunday will follow Jack 
Stein’s demonstrations 
on Saturday, 21st April, 
having followed in his 
famous father Rick’s 
footsteps.

Jack is the chef direc-
tor for the Stein family’s 
twelve restaurants and 
runs a ‘Cook with Jack 
Stein’ course at Rick 
Stein’s Cookery School, 
allowing students to 
cook alongside him and 
engage with some of his 
latest recipes.

Visit www.bisho-
paucklandfoodfestival.
co.uk to book demon-
strations and classes.

RAIL STRIKE 

CHEFS JOIN FESTIVAL LINE UP

We Are Here

Safe • Clean • Dry
Flexible Terms • Drive up Units 
Fire, Flood & Intruder Alarms

CCTV • 7 Days Access

St Helen Auckland
Bishop Auckland 
DL14 9AD

Book Now: 01388 207 222

If - It’s Gifts
We sell gift ideas

for all occasions
57 Fore Bondgate, Bishop Auckland

07985 710793

10% OFF  with this advert
valid until 30th April
limited to one transaction
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Switched-on 
Electrics

Fuse Boards
Showers
Cookers
Extra Sockets
Security Lights
Re-wire specialist

Any written quote beaten

07722 025 050

|  www.bishopselfstorage.co.uk0800 999 8870

Unit 9
Abraham Enterprise Park
St Helens Auckland
Bishop Auckland
County Durham
DL14 9TT

Engine Diagnostics, EML, ABS AIRBAG etc, Free Battery Testing, 
Air Conditioning Service Centre, Starter Motor, Alterations, 

Supplied, Fitted & Repaired,
Key Coding, ECY Coding

HILLCREST
AUTOELECTRICS

Seymour  Street,  Bishop  Auckland,  DL14  6JD

Engine 
Diagnostics, EML, 
ABS AIRBAG etc

Free Battery 
Testing

Air Conditioning 
Service Centre

Starter Motor
Alternators

Supplied, Fitted 
& Repaired

Key Coding, 
ECU Coding

Tel:  01388  604717

FREE  
Air Con 
Testing!

chance to win a hotel stay 
at Redworth Hall hotel. 
The winner, chosen at 
random on Facebook was 
Christina Pattinson from 
Bishop Auckland.

Bishop Auckland is the 
second area in North 
East is to operate the 
brand new premium 
buses which represent an 
investment of over £2.2m 
by the company.

Nick Knox, area man-
aging director for Arriva 
North East said: “We’re 
delighted to be bringing 
the new and improved 
Sapphire brand to Darling-
ton and Bishop Auckland. 

“These brand new buses 
will offer customers a 

new and improved expe-
rience, we’re confident 
that customers will be 
delighted with the new 
enhancements.

The Sapphire 1, 5 and 
5A services operates 
up to every 30 minutes 
to Bishop Auckland and  
Darlington Ashington via 
Shildon.

The technological 
upgrades go further than 
just the buses them-
selves, with customers 
able to buy tickets at their 
own convenience via the 
Arriva Mobile Ticketing 
App, where they can also 
live track their bus by GPS 
to ensure a minimal wait 
at the bus stop.

ARRIVA NORTH East cel-
ebrated Valentine’s by 
unveiling thirteen brand 
new buses on the 1, 5 and 
5A services between Dar-
lington and Bishop Auck-
land. 

The state of the art 
buses feature striking 
new livery, comfortable 
e-leather seating, and the 
very latest in journey plan-
ning technology. 

There are many great 
features on board too, 
including usb charg-
ing ports, free WiFi and 
audio/visual next stop 
announcements – helpful 
if you aren’t familiar with 
the area or are new to bus 
travel.

The buses were offi-
cially unveiled at Bishop 
Auckland Market Place on 
Tuesday 13th February. 

Arriva staff were on 
hand at Bishop Auckland 
Market Place with infor-
mation and giveaways.

Customers enjoyed a 
valentine’s balloon dis-
play, free chocolate foun-
tain, and were given the 

ARRIVA ANNOUNCE NEW STATE-
OF-THE-ART BUSES FOR BISHOP

Arriva’s new state-of-the-art buses were uveiled in a Valentine’s-themed promotion at Bishop 
Auckland Market Place earlier in the month.

DURHAM’S UNITARY 
Council has for the first 
time ever supported a 
budget motion by an 
opposition councillor.

Liberal Democrat 
Councillor, Mark Wilkes 
put forward a proposal 
to increase staffing to 
deal with the problem of 
empty homes in County 
Durham.

The Council was 
recently identified as hav-
ing the highest number of 
empty properties in the 
entire country.

Cllr Wilkes’ proposal 
will see three additional 
full time staff members 
employed solely to tackle 
the issue.

At present the County 
has over 6,900 long term 
empty properties, classi-
fied as properties which 
have been empty for 
more than six months. 

Many of these are in the 
Shildon, Bishop Auckland 
and Ferryhill areas.

Cllr Wilkes said: “I am 
delighted to have gained 
cross party support for 
action in this area. 

“I have been banging 
on about the problems of 
empty homes for many 
years now, yet the Coun-
cil has been going back-
wards on the issue.”

In 2012 we had 6,000 
long term empty proper-
ties. We now have 6,900. 
Something has to be 
done.

“The extra staff will at 
least double the number 
of hours being put in to 
dealing with this.”

Funding for the extra 
staff is to be paid for from 
bonus council tax the 
government gives coun-
cils for each extra long-
term property they bring 
back into use. 

In effect, the staff 
will pay for themselves 
through the bonus the 
Council gets for reduc-
ing the number of empty 
homes.

Cllr Wilkes added: “We 
have an excellent team 
already in this depart-
ment. 

“Now we will have the 
extra staff needed get on 
top of these issues.”

DCC TO TACKLE ISSUE 
OF EMPTY HOMES

THE ROTARY Club of 
Bishop Auckland held 
their annual fundraising 
curry and quiz night at 
the Spice Lounge, Bishop 
Auckland on Monday Feb-
ruary 12th.

A grand total of £958.50 
was raised for local chari-
ties. A spokesperson said: 

“We would like to extend 
our thanks to all the staff 
at the Spice Lounge for 
providing excellent food 
with great service. 

Thanks also to all the 
guests who contributed 
to a most enjoyable 
evening of fellowship and 
fundraising.”

CURRY QUIZ AND CASH AT 
ROTARY CLUB FUNDRAISER

THE NEXT meeting of 
the Henknowle Residents 
Association will be held 
on Wednesday 28th Feb-
ruary at 6pm in Cumbria 
Place Community Centre.

The Henknowle Res-
idents Association are 
now independent of Dale 
and Valley Homes, and 

the group is cordially 
inviting home owners and 
tenants to attend future 
meetings, and to join 
them as committee mem-
bers and officers. 

It is hoped new people 
will bring new ideas, keep-
ing the estate a pleasant 
place to live.

RESIDENTS MEETING

Extensions, Alterations, Windows, 
Composite Doors, Bathrooms, Kitchens, 
Garage Conversions, Structural Walls 

Removed, GRP Flat Roofs

FREE ADVICE

07722 025050 / 01388 778401
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BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

relegation match vs Hal-
ton. 

Only a win would see 
the girls stay up and they 
weren’t in a losing mood, 
going 3-0 up with all three 
girls winning their first 
matches before Halton 
came back to make it 3-2 
and Amy Mold, ranked 92 
to play number 43 in Eng-
land to keep the girls in 
Division 2. 

Amy started strong 
going 2-0 up before being 
pegged back to a 5th set 
where she found an extra 
gear to come out winner 
11-5 and keep the girls in 
division 2 for next year. 

The Boys started where 
they left off last time 
with a 3-3 draw vs Lon-
don Greenhouse; Harvey 
McDonald getting his two 
wins and Max Duffin get-
ting one win. 

Next up was Yorkshire 
Harrogate with the boys 
getting a 4-2 win, with 
Lee Tinkler beating Eng-
land Number 36 in his two 
wins and Sam Hume also 
picking up his two wins, 
including an 8-4 down 
comeback in the 5th to 
win a vital match.  

Table Tennis Daily was 
next up for the boys and 
another 3-3 draw with 
Lee, Max and Harvey all 
picking up one win each. 

The results meant that 
two draws against the 
second and third place 
teams would be enough 
to secure the title.  

Third place St Neots 

saw another 3-3 draw 
with Harvey Lee and Max 
all getting great wins over 
higher ranked players.

So, just like the girls, the 
outcome was down to the 
last match against Urban 
from London and again 
like the girls, the boys 
went 2-0 up before being 
pegged back to 2-1.

 Harvey was next up and 
knew a win would guaran-
tee the draw they needed 
to secure the title. 

He duly stood up to 
the pressure and, just to 
make doubly certain, Max 
Duffin also secured his 
second win of the match 
to defeat Urban 4-2 and 
claim the British title for 
the boys.

Bishop Auckland Table 
Tennis club runs sessions 
every night of the week for 
all ages and abilities and 
new players are always 
welcome. If you fancy 
learning or getting back 
into the sport, check out 
the club’s webpage www.
bishopaucklandttc.co.uk 
or call Matt on 07411 
018856.

THE JUNIOR British 
League sees the best 
clubs from all over the 
UK come together to 
compete across 8 Boys 
divisions and 4 Girls divi-
sions, with over 300 tal-
ented table tennis players 
taking part at Derby Arena 
over two weekends.

Going into the final 
weekend of the Junior 
British League, both the 
boys and girl’s sides had 
everything to play for. 

The Boys team sat top 
of Division 3A, one point 
clear of Urban from Lon-
don, while the Girls team 
were bottom of Division 
2 with no points from the 
first weekend and desper-
ate to avoid relegation.  

The Girls started with 
their first points of the 
season with a 4-2 win over 
Swerve B, Amy Mold and 
Gracie Edwards both pick-
ing up maximums, which 
included huge wins for 
Amy over top 50 players.  

This was followed up 
with a narrow 4-2 loss 
to Ulster with Katie Wray 
just missing out in the 5th 
to get a draw in the final 
game. 

The girls made up for 
this by securing a draw 
against top side Fusion 
from Kent with Gracie, 
Kate and Amy all scoring 
wins.

Second placed side 
Ashford were too strong 
beating the girls 4-2 with 
Gracie picking up 2 wins. 
The final match was the 

BRITISH TITLE WIN FOR BISHOP BOYS
Bishop Auckland Boys secure the Junior British League title with a 4-2 win in their final game.

A NEW course will help 
residents in the Wood-
house Close area of 
Bishop Auckland boost 
their English and maths 
skills. 

The free Level 2 pro-
gramme, organised by 
County Durham Housing 
Group, will take place 
at Auckland Youth and 
Community Centre in 
Woodhouse Close from 
Wednesday, 28th Feb-
ruary between 9am and 
4.30pm. 

The 10 week course is 
free to anyone who is a 
County Durham Housing 
Group customer or look-
ing for work. Attendees 
need no previous expe-
rience. Teaching will 
be carried out by high-
ly-qualified tutors in small 
groups, at a speed learn-
ers are comfortable with. 

County Durham Housing 
Group Community Train-
ing Coordinator, Sean 
Robson, said: “English 

and maths skills are vital 
in the workplace and in 
everyday life. This course 
not only provides all of 
the essential skills, it also 
gives a nationally recog-
nised qualification that 
employers will be looking 
for on applications.

“The course is free and 
is designed for people 
who might not be particu-
larly confident in their own 
English and maths abili-
ties. The skills learned will 
genuinely make a huge 
impact on lives.”

This course is the latest 
in a series of training and 
educational opportunities 
being offered by County 
Durham Housing Group, 
one of the region’s largest 
providers of affordable 
housing.

More information, and 
enrolment details, is avail-
able from Sean Robson at 
County Durham Housing 
Group on 0191 349 7753 
or training@cdhg.co.uk.

FREE ENGLISH AND MATHS 
TRAINING IN BISHOP AUCKLAND

IN 2011 a paranormal 
group teamed up and 
started to investigate the 
North East’s most haunted 
locations. 

Six years later the Spec-
tre Detectors have decided 
to share some of their 
encounters with the spirit 
world and give you an 
insight into what happens 
during their investigations. 

Details of their favourite 
investigations over the 
past 16 months, including 
spirit photography and evi-
dence are featured in this, 
their first book, authored 
by team member, Elaine 
Kelly.

Find out what happened 

at the Fifteas Vintage Tea-
rooms, the Hippodrome 
Bingo Hall and the Merry 
Monk. 

Priced at £4.99 the book 
(above) is available for Kin-
dle and in paperback via 
Amazon UK.

SPECTRE DETECTORS DETAIL 
ENCOUNTERS IN NEW BOOK

THE KING’S BALTI
187 newgate street, bishop 

auckland, 01388 604222 / 605222
The original and best Award Winning Tandoori & 
Balti Takeaway - superb Indian Cuisine every time! 
Our menu has more selections than any other in the area

We also have a well-established Delivery Service 
all around Bishop Auckland

Call in or phone your order and we guarantee 
you won’t be disappointed

Fast, Friendly Service

Established over 20 years

You can also order & pay online at www.hungryhouse.com
You can also order on Just Eat

Newly refurbished premises
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BISHOP AUCKLAND
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF SERVICES

Class Four, Five, 7 MOTs

www.bishopaucklandtyreandtests.co.uk www.bishopauckland-tyres.co.uk Email: info@bishopaucklandtyresandtests.co.uk
9 Chester Street, Bishop Auckland, County Durham, DL14 7LP     Tel: 01388 604485 / 661339 / 605687

All 
Makes 

of 
Tyres

Please don’t hesitate to contact us as we’re more than happy to help!

GROUP AUTO - AUTOCARE GARAGE APPROVED 
MEMBER OF THE GOOD GARAGE SCHEME 

MASTER GARAGE 2013 www.approvedgarage.co.uk 
Member of the motor industry code of Practice

CLUTCHES |  BRAKES  
BATTERIES | EXHAUSTS 

DIAGNOSTICS

Tyres & Tests Ltd

The U9 Aces lost out 
by the odd goal against 
Stockton Yellows. 

The U10 Kings also has a 
close game away at Leven 
with McKenzie Kirtley and 
Joel Butler starring. 

The U11kings had a great 
win over Stockton Town 
with goals from Dan Wal-
ton (4), James Whales and 
Cobie Woods. 

The U12 Aces were 
unlucky to lose 1-0 with only 
8 players available against 
the 9 of New Marske. 

The U12 kings had an 
exciting 4-3 win away at 
North Ormsby with goals 
from Max Peverall (2), 
Adam Laverick and Kieran 
Pattison. 

The U13 Aces also had 
an exciting 4-3 win away at 
Barnard Castle with goals 
from Bradley Charlton (3) 
and Gaskill-Dunn.

The U14 Aces kept their 
fantastic season going 
with a 4-1 win against Sea-
ton Carew with goals from 
Kai Dobson (2), Ruadri 
Heath and Callum Watkin-
son. 

The U15s just lost out 2-1 
away at Leven with Joel 
Manuel scoring.

The U16 Aces has a fan-
tastic win over Greatham 
with only 10 men availa-
ble and goals from Tom 
Aldsworth, Aidan Fletcher 
and Gideon Kanyondo.

The U16 Kings want to 
thank all sponsors who 
helped them fund a trip 
of a lifetime to Spain and 
kept their unbeaten sea-
son going with a 3-3 draw 
away at Greatham with 
goals from Curtis Curl, 
Jack Jones and Charlie 
Malcolm.  

The U18s stayed 
unbeaten and top of the 
league with a 5-0 win away 
at Durham City with goals 
from Cameron Copeland 
(3), Kieran Raine and Jake 
Kielty.

The U23 also kept up 
their winning run to stay 
top of the league with an 
8-3 win away at Waldridge 
with goals from Charlie 
Wigley (4), Rhys Porter, Jor-
dan Lee, Alex Goundry and 
Kai Waters.

IT WAS a memorable 
weekend for our new U7 
Aces team who won their 
first game of the season 
after 16 games.

It is their first season 
together and thay have 
stuck at it no matter what 
the results were, just learn-
ing and listening to coaches 
Connor, Malcolm and Andy 
and just shows it eventually 
pays off! Goals from Owen 
Betts (3) and Alfie Murray 
got them the win they so 
much deserved.

With 16 games on last 
Sunday the U7 Kings 
played Barnard Castle, just 
losing out to a good side. 

The U8 Aces played Dar-
lington in another excellent 
game just losing out with 
goals from Alex Simpson 
and Blake Taylor

The U8 Kings had a great 
win away at N. Aycliffe 
with Cooper Batley, Logan 
Johnstone, Bobby Ebdon, 
Heiden Raine and Joe 
Petch all scoring. 

The U9 Kings played 
away at Stockton in a good 
game.

FIRST WIN FOR ST MARY’S U7 ACES 
St Mary’s U7 Aces celebrate their first win of the season after 16 games.

BISHOP AUCKLAND 
returned home with a vital 
three points after win-
ning 4-1 in their Northern 
League Division One tie at 
Washington last Saturday 
(17th February). 

With Bishops missing 
Andrew Johnson and 
Thomas Marron through 
injury, manager Colin 
Myers gave a debut to 
Wilf Dinsdale, recently 
signed from Billingham 
Synthonia. 

Bishops took the lead 
after three minutes with a 
superb strike from Shaun 
Ryder.  

However, Washington 
equalised on 20 minutes, 
but as the game pro-
gressed with Luke Sulli-
van going close twice and 
Bishops having most pos-
session, Ryder scored his 
and the Two Blues’ sec-
ond to put Bishop back in 
front with a curling shot in 

ANDREW GREEN’S first 
international tournament 
saw him return from 
Malmo with a silver medal 
(pictured, right) in the 
Band B Junior event.

Andrew also competed 
in the class 1-3 doubles 
with Lucie Bouron but 
found the level of experi-
ence tough to match. 

He also reached the 
quarter finals of the class 
1-3 before going down to 
his doubles partner Lucie. 

“I really enjoyed the 
Malmo Open”, said 
Andrew. “It was a great 
experience and I am very 
happy I got my first inter-
national win and medal.

 “It’s given me more 

the top corner of the net. 
Goals from Ian Ward 

and Stuart Thompson 
sealed the three points 
for Bishop.

With the Two Blues 
in 17th position in the 
league, they entertain 
league leaders Morpeth 
Town on Saturday at 
Heritage Park. Kick off is 
3pm. 

In further transfer 
news, Bishop this week 
signed goalkeeper Adam 
McHugh from neighbours 
West Auckland and have 
extended the loan of 
Luke Sullivan from South 
Shields. 

Niall McGoldrick has 
signed permanently 
from Whitby Town after 
a loan period at Heritage 
Park and Wilf Dinsdale, 
who impressed in his 
first game for the club at 
Washington, is expected 
to make his home debut.

motivation to work hard 
and improve.” 

VITAL WIN FOR TWO BLUES

INTERNATIONAL MEDAL 
FOR ANDREW AT 
PARASPORT GAMES 


