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Crowds gather in Bishop Auckland Market Place to listen to speeches after marching in celebration of the centenary of the 
Representation of the People Act, which gave women in Britain the right to vote for the first time. Photo: Christine Percival.

CROWDS JOIN SUFFRAGETTES
BISHOP AUCKLAND 
became one of the first 
towns in the country 
to mark the 100 year 
anniversary of the Rep-
resentation of the People 
Act, which gave women 
the vote for the first time.

Hundreds of marchers 
carrying banners in the 

glorious colours of the 
suffragette movement 
descended on Bishop 
Auckland from across the 
region.  

Men, women and chil-
dren proudly carried plac-
ards as they  marched 
down Newgate Street, 
singing along with mem-

bers of  the Faith Choir 
and Bishop Auckland 
Choral Society, who were 
accompanied by two local 
drummers, to the March of 
the Women, composed by 
suffragette sympathiser 
and activist, Ethel Smyth.

After the march, a num-
ber of speeches were 

given in the Market Place 
to mark the occasion and 
highlight some of the gen-
der injustices still preva-
lent today.  

Marilyn Weerasinghe 
argued that the blacken-
ing of Mary Magdalene’s 

www.hackettandbaines.co.uk 47-49 Main Street, Shildon, DL4 1AF  •  Tel: 01388 772671
With Two Drawers 

FREE Headboard FREE Delivery

SPECIAL PURCHASE 4’ 6” Double Divan

£399
Now

£299
Limited offer

Have you seen 
the signs?
Bishop Auckland  FREE VALUATIONS  Tel: 01388 741188  |  www.venturepropertiesuk.com

ONE OF Britain’s most rec-
ognisable bakers is look-
ing forward to visiting the 
North East as she brings 
her showstopping style to 
this year’s Bishop Auck-
land Food Festival.

Winner of the 2016 Great 
British Bake Off thanks to 
her unique creations, Can-
dice Brown will be shar-
ing her baking tips in the 
Cookery Theatre at Bishop 
Auckland Town Hall on 
Sunday, 22nd April.

Having started baking 
at just four years old, the 
former secondary school 
teacher wowed judges 

ANOTHER 
FAMOUS FACE 
JOINS FOOD 
FESTIVAL LINE UP

Candice Brown.
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SEND US YOUR STORIES

If you have a story you 
would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
We are especially 
interested in good

news, be it personal 
achievements, local 

fundraising, community 
service or any other 

positive stories. Call us on 
01388 775896 or email 

bishop@swd.news

DISCLAIMER

The Bishop Press cannot be
held responsible for 
advertisers offering
goods or services. 

As a general rule we would
advise anyone not to 
part with any money

until an order has been 
completed to your

full satisfaction. 
All information is correct,

to the best of our 
knowledge, at the time of

printing. 
The Bishop Press 

accepts articles in
good faith and takes 
no responsibility for

errors and/or omissions.

Support your local 
community newspaper 

by mentioning the 
Bishop Press 

when contacting 
advertisers.
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near Bishop Auckland 
without acclimatising.

The Dying to be Cool 
campaign has seen the 
council and Cameron’s 
mum Fiona deliver school 
assemblies to more than 
10,000 children across 
County Durham. 

A video telling ‘Cam-
eron’s Story’ has also 
reached more than one 
million people on Face-
book alone.

The advert prompted 
the council to write to 
Birds Eye calling for the 
advert to be changed.

The letter, written by 
Jane Robinson, chair 
of Durham City Safety 
Group, and Kevin Lough, 
chair of Durham Open 
Water Safety Group, says: 
“The groups are very con-
cerned about the messag-
ing in your recent advert...

“Jumping into water can 
result in cold water shock 
which is a major factor in 
drownings. 

“Most waters in the 

UK are of a tempera-
ture which would induce 
cold water shock all year 
round.

“Durham City Safety 
Group and Durham Open 
Water Safety Group 
therefore ask that you do 
not continue to suggest 
jumping into cold water 
on a hot day is safe. This 
behaviour is not a ‘simple 
thing’, it leads to many 
fatalities and we ask that 
you reconsider this mes-
saging.”

Birds Eye has now con-
firmed it has pulled the 
advert and that it will be 
removing the references 
to the temperature of the 
water and the weather.

Mrs Gosling, who also 
contacted the company to 
raise her concerns, said: 
“It seemed as though 
Birds Eye hadn’t done its 
research before making 
the advert but I’m grate-
ful that they agreed to 
change the advert and at 
how quickly they acted.”

WATER SAFETY cam-
paigners have welcomed 
a global food giant’s 
decision to change a TV 
advert.

Last month, an advert 
from Birds Eye began air-
ing on national television 
featuring footage of a 
man and a boy jumping 
into water, with the voice-
over: “Captain Birds Eye 
loves the simple things, 
like jumping into cold 
water on a hot day with 
his grandson.”

Durham County Council, 
as a member of the Safe 
Durham Partnership, has 
worked with the family 
of 14-year-old Cameron 
Gosling from Crook, who 
died from cold water 
shock in 2015 after jump-
ing into the River Wear 

CAMPAIGNERS PERSUADE BIRDS 
EYE TO DROP TV ADVERT

Fiona Gosling has led the Dying to be Cool campaign since the death of her son from cold water 
shock in 2015 when he jumped into the River Wear near Bishop Auckland before acclimatising.

IN TROUBLE WITH THE LAW?

Tel: 01388 606660

Crime and Road Traffic Offences • Matrimonial 
Family • Children • General Litigation

Personal Injury Claims • Conveyancing 
Business Leases • Wills & Probate

www.cwbooth.co.uk

RMH
CAR SALES

St Helens Auckland Retail Park, Bishop Auckland, DL14 9TT
View our vehicles at www.rmhcarsales.com

07582 570308

A. FrAncis
Roofing & Building

From a single slate to a new roof
Gutters cleaned and inspected

Chimney repairs

No job too small
Tel: 01388 833853

Mob: 07811 848228
Established 1987

Repointing to brickwork

ELECTRICIAN
For all your electrical needs

• Showers
• Safety Inspections
• Lights
• Cookers
• Fuse Boxes
• Combi Boiler Repairs

7 DAYS A WEEK
07305 952934

A MONTHLY Jumble Sale 
will take place at Shildon 
Salvation Army on Cross 
Street, between 10am  
and 11.30am on Tuesday 
13th February. All are wel-
come.

MONTHLY 
JUMBLE SALE

THE NEXT public meeting 
of the Bishop Auckland 
Town Team will take place 
at the 4 Clocks Centre, 
154a Newgate Street, 
Bishop Auckland on 
Thursday 22nd February.

Guest speakers will also 
be in attendance to pro-
vide updates on what is 
happening in the town.

Light refreshments will 
be served from 5:30pm 
and the meeting will start 
at 6pm.

A spokesperson said: 
“All members of the pub-
lic are invited to attend, 
so if you are passionate 
about our beautiful town 
then come along and 
show your support.”

NEXT TOWN 
TEAM MEETING

ST. MARK’S Church in 
Eldon will host a Messy 
Church on Sunday 11th 
February, from 3.30pm to 
5pm. 

Children are most wel-
come and should take 
along an adult.

ST MARK’S 
MESSY CHURCH
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snow following a Euro-
pean Cup tie at Red Star 
Belgrade.

A minute’s silence was 
held at 3.04pm, marking 
the time of the crash in 
1958.

Bishop Auckland player 
Derek Lewin lived in the 
area and trained with 
Manchester United at that 
time. He attended the gym 
where the coffins of the 
dead were placed to pay 
his respects. 

Two of the players who 
died, Geoff Bent and 
Roger Byrne were consid-

ered his friends.  
He was asked by Assis-

tant Manager Jimmy Mur-
phy, who was tasked with 
taking over team affairs 
due to Matt Busby suffer-
ing major injuries in the 
crash, to enquire if Bishop 
could send some players 
down to Manchester to 
help the club fulfil its fix-
tures.

Derek received permis-
sion from Bishop Auck-
land and asked Bob Hard-
isty and Warren Bradley 
to play, alongside himself, 
when required.

All three players were 
England Amateur Interna-
tionals.

When Matt Busby 
returned to work he was 
particularly impressed 
with Warren Bradley and 
signed him in November 
1958 on a part-time pro-
fessional contract.  

In 1959 England Man-
ager Walter Winterbottom 
selected him for England 
and thus he became the 
first and only player to play 
for the England profes-
sional and amateur teams 
in the same season.

To commemorate the 
disaster and their involve-
ment in assisting Man-
chester United, the club 
will be unveiling a com-
memorative clock and 
plaque before the North-
ern League game against 
Shildon on Saturday 10th 
February.

Mr Jackson said: “Over 
the years Manchester 
United have given us three 
friendlies, the last being in 
1996. It’s an unbreakable 
link and the biggest single 
story the club has in it’s 
very rich history.”

BISHOP AUCKLAND FC 
were represented by club 
trustee, Terry Jackson at 
the Munich Air Disaster 
60th anniversary com-
memorative service in 
Manchester on Tuesday 
6th February. 

Eight Manchester United 
players and three club 
officials, along with crew 
members, journalists and 
two passengers, died in 
the tragedy in 1958.

The accident claimed 23 
lives in total, after a plane 
carrying the United squad 
crashed as it took off in 

BISHOP REPRESENTED AT 
MUNICH AIR DISASTER 
COMMEMORATION

Bishop Auckland player, Derek Lewin was asked to help 
Manchester United fulfil its fixtures after the Munich Air Disaster. 
He and two other players, Bob Hardisty and Warren Bradley 
answered the call. 

ON MONDAY 29th Jan-
uary, Bishop Auckland 
Town Council were 
pleased to make a dona-
tion of £2,500 to the 
Woodhouse Close Church 
Community Centre’s ‘Cri-
sis, Welfare and Interven-
tion Project’.

The Mayor of Bishop 
Auckland Councillor 
Adam Zair, presented the 
cheque to Anne Ramshaw 
who is the Church Centre 
Manager.

Councillor Zair said: “I 
am well aware of the excel-
lent work that Woodhouse 
Close Church Community 
Centre does in seeking to 
stop hunger and break the 
cycle of poverty. 

“They provide a vital ser-
vice and all the volunteers 

MAYOR PRESENTS FOOD BANK 
DONATION FROM TOWN COUNCIL

CANDICE BROWN AT FOOD FESTIVAL

Mayor Adam Zair and Deputy Mayor, Cllr David Fleming with 
Church Centre Manager Anne Ramshaw.

involved deserve the high-
est praise for the fantastic 
work that they do.”

The project includes 
food bank provision and 
support with utility bills 
for those suffering crisis 
and hardship.

It relies entirely on gen-
erous donations from 
local people, parishioners 
and churches in the local 
area for support in deliver-
ing the much needed and 
valued service.

Anyone wishing to make 
a donation to the food 
bank or if you would like 
any more information 
about the project, contact 
Woodhouse Close Church 
Community Centre on 
01388 450838 or email 
whclosecomm@gmail.com.

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

Baby & Toddler 
K ingdom

153 Newgate Street,  Bishop Auckland   DL14 7EN
Tel: 07403 304524 Find us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter

Silver  Cross, Mima, Bebecar, Babystyle, Maxi Cosi,  
Egg, Quinny, Maclaren, MJ Mark, Izzywotnott, 

Uppa Baby, Mutsy, Halo, icandy and more

W I N T E R  S A L E
While stocks last

Andrew’s Roofing
The complete roofing service
New Roofs - Flat Roofs - Repairs

Slating & Tiling - Felting 
and Pointing

UPVC, Gutters, Fascias, Soffits 
& Flat Roofing Specialist

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

Keith Simpson
Painter & Decorator

All sub-contracting, 
private & insurance work 

undertaken
35 Years Experience

T: 01740 656737
M: 07999 905522

E: kcsimpson65@yahoo.co.uk

Mary Berry and Paul Hol-
lywood to be crowned 
winner and has since 
become a full-time baker 
and TV personality.

Candice, who competed 
in the most recent series 
of Dancing on Ice, has also 
released her first book 
Comfort: Delicious Bakes 
and Family Treats which 
is filled with her generous, 
no nonsense recipes.

“I’m looking forward to 
making my festival debut 
in Bishop Auckland,” said 
Candice.

“I can’t wait to see what 
delights are on offer as 
well as meeting fellow 
food and baking fans.”

She joins ITV This Morn-
ing’s Phil Vickery as part 
of a fantastic menu of 
special guests and live 
demonstrations, with 
more celebrity chefs to be 
announced over the com-
ing weeks. 

Tickets for both Candice 
and Phil’s demonstrations 
are now available to buy 
at just £5 from www.bish-
opaucklandfoodfestival.
co.uk with limited seats 
available.

FROM PAGE 1
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We Are Here

Safe • Clean • Dry
Flexible Terms • Drive up Units 
Fire, Flood & Intruder Alarms

CCTV • 7 Days Access

St Helen Auckland
Bishop Auckland 
DL14 9AD

Book Now: 01388 207 222

JK’s Plastics & Roofing
All types of Roofing, Slating, 

Tiling, Flat Roofing, 
Dry Verge Systems

Guttering Renewed & 
Replaced, uPVC Fascias, 

Soffits & Cladding 
(Wood or Plastic)

Fibreglass Flat Roofing
“We will beat any genuine 

written quote”
Contact Kevin:
01388 600187
07919 178 979

Engine Diagnostics, EML, ABS AIRBAG etc, Free Battery Testing, 
Air Conditioning Service Centre, Starter Motor, Alterations, 

Supplied, Fitted & Repaired,
Key Coding, ECY Coding

HILLCREST
AUTOELECTRICS

Seymour  Street,  Bishop  Auckland,  DL14  6JD

Engine 
Diagnostics, EML, 
ABS AIRBAG etc

Free Battery 
Testing

Air Conditioning 
Service Centre

Starter Motor
Alternators

Supplied, Fitted 
& Repaired

Key Coding, 
ECU Coding

Tel:  01388  604717

FREE  
Air Con 
Testing!

VALENTINE’S OFFER
Mix & Match Any 2 For £20

* Munch Box Special
*Thali Night

*Set 4 Course Meal
(Starter, Main, Rice & Nan)

*A FREE Drink (can) with every order

(12th - 15th February)

Tel: 01388 777 888

Exclusive Indian Cuisine
www.shildontandorri.com

31 Church Street, Shildon, Co Durham, DL4 1DS

groups and individuals 
who work hard to pro-
mote good health and 
provide opportunities for 
their community to take 
part in sport and physical 
activity.

The Academy was com-
mended for its extensive 
facilities, which includes 
a floodlit 4G football 
pitch, multi-sports indoor 
gym and a dance studio, 
all of which not only ben-
efit the students attend-
ing the Academy, but the 
local community and 
many of the surrounding 
villages, who access the 
facilities after school 
hours.

Meanwhile, the exhibi-
tion at Shildon’s Loco-
motion museum of Tim 
Peake’s return to Earth 
in the Soyuz TMA-19M 
descent module after 
six months on board the 
International Space Sta-

tion, has now left the area 
for York.

However, around 150 
young people at King 
James recently enjoyed a 
virtual reality experience 
thanks to a themed tour-
ing bus.

The converted dou-
ble-decker is designed 
to inspire young people 
to explore the idea of a 
career in science, tech-
nology or engineering.

Students learned how 
to programme a space 
shuttle using iPad tech-
nology and experienced 
the 400km descent back 
to Earth in a virtual reality 
experience narrated by 
the astronaut himself.

They had already visited 
the Tim Peake exhibition 
at Locomotion as part of 
their curriculum studies, 
along with thousands of 
families in our local area 
and beyond.

FOLLOWING THEIR win 
at local level, King James 
I Academy is celebrat-
ing further victory in the 
Active Durham Sports 
Awards after winning  the 
overall award for Second-
ary School Contribution 
to Sport and Physical 
Activities.

The annual competition, 
which is run by County 
Durham Sport, attracted 
entries from a host of 
organisations and clubs 
across the county which  
deliver sport and physical 
activity to their local com-
munity. 

Local winners in vari-
ous categories competed 
against each other for 
the county titles, with the 
winners announced at the 
awards event, held at the 
Gala Theatre in Durham 
City. 

The competition is 
designed to recognise 

KING JAMES WINS COUNTY AWARD
Year 10 Sports Captains, Lauren Burney and Matthew Stevens with the Sports Award.

name had been instru-
mental in the subjugation 
of women.  

Maxine Jordan from 
Auckland Youth and 
Community Centre spoke 
about the importance of 
inspiring the younger gen-
eration. Helen Goodman 
MP highlighted the great 
strides that have been 
made since 1918.

She recognised that 
gender inequalities still 
existed  including the pay 
gap, domestic violence, 
pensions and the impact 
of public sector cuts on 
women. 

Cllr Joy Allen read a har-
rowing testament given 
by a Suffragette about the 
inhumane force feeding 
treatment of prisoners on 
hunger strike.

The event benefited 
from a £2,000 Votes For 
Women Centenary grant 
given to Bishop Auckland 
Town Council.  

150 marchers were then 
invited to attend a cele-

SUFFRAGETTES CELEBRATED
bratory afternoon tea at 
Bishop Auckland Town 
Hall.  

Marchers were wel-
comed by Lord Lieuten-
ant Mrs Sue Snowdon, 
High Sheriff of Durham 
Caroline Peacock,  Helen 
Goodman MP and Coun-
cillor Joy Allen and they 
went on to give inspira-
tional speeches about 
the achievements and 
challenges facing women 
today.  

Cllr Joy Allen said: 
“The Suffragette cen-
tenary celebration was 
a tremendous success 
and demonstrates what 
can be achieved when 
the townspeople come 
together to organise such 
events.  

“I was particularly 
delighted to see marchers 
joining us from across the 
North East.  

“Despite winning the 
vote 100 years ago, we 
speakers were able to 
highlight that there are 
still fights to be won by 
women on gender issues.”

FROM PAGE 1
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THE KING’S BALTI
187 newgate street, bishop 

auckland, 01388 604222 / 605222
The original and best Award Winning Tandoori & 
Balti Takeaway - superb Indian Cuisine every time! 

We also have a well-established Delivery Service

Fast, Friendly Service

Established over 20 years
Order & pay online at hungryhouse or Just Eat

Valentine’s Night Special
Choose your own set meal 
for ONLY £15 per couple

(bookings only)

IN THE wake of the 60th 
anniversary of the Munich 
air disaster (see page 3), 
a signed football, auto-
graphed by Manchester 
United players, will be one 
of the items auctioned at 
the Mayor’s Valentine’s 
Ball on Saturday February 
17th.

In the aftermath of the-
disaster on February 6th, 
1958, three footballers 
from from Bishop Auck-
land FC: Derek Lewin, Bob 
Hardisty and Warren Brad-
ley, were loaned to the 
decimated Manchester 
United team to help them 
fulfill their fixtures.

Sixty years on, the Man-

chester United Foundation 
has donated the signed 
football, with all proceeds 
going to the Mayor’s cho-
sen charity, the Great 
North Air Ambulance.

Cllr Zair said: “I’m very 
grateful to Manchester 
United for their support 
and kind donation.”

The Valentine’s Ball 
will take place at Bishop 
Auckland Town Hall from 
7.30pm until 11pm. Tick-
ets are priced at £35.

For more details and to 
buy tickets visit or call 
Bishop Auckland Town 
Council on 01388 609852 
or call in to Sam Zair’s 
Cafe in Fore Bondgate.

SIGNED MAN UTD FOOTBALL 
AT MAYOR’S AUCTION

Bishop Auckland Mayor, Cllr Adam Zair with the football.

ing Group provided £460 
towards the session 
through its ‘group grant’ 
scheme. The funding also 
helped the cadets gain 
formal qualifications in 
food hygiene so they were 
able to get hands on with 
serving refreshments. 

County Durham Housing 
Group Funding Officer, 
Damian Pearson, said: 
“These dedicated cadets 
were very keen to support 
local veterans and just 
needed a little extra help 
to make it possible. 

Flight Lieutenant Ian 
Pepper RAFAC, Officer 
Commanding 2505 
(Bishop Auckland) Squad-
ron said: “It was great to 

meet the military veter-
ans and their families in 
the ‘pop up’ café, with the 
cadets doing a fantastic 
job hosting the event.”

The application process 
for ‘group grant’ has been 
kept deliberately simple 
and funding decisions 
will be made monthly to 
ensure local groups are 
not waiting for lengthy 
periods to find out if they 
have been successful. 

Full details of the group 
grant scheme are avail-
able at www.countydur-
hamhousinggroup.co.uk/
groupgrant, by calling 
0191 349 7777 or email-
ing groupgrant@cdhg.
co.uk.

YOUNG AIR cadets are 
supporting veterans 
thanks to funding from 
County Durham Housing 
Group. 

Members of 2505 
(Bishop Auckland) Squad-
ron Royal Air Force Cadets 
have been able to host an 
event for local veterans 
and their families thanks 
to the funding. 

Working with the armed 
services charity SSAFA 
(Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen 
and Families Associa-
tion), the cadets were able 
to host ‘Operation Red 
Velvet’, a drop-in café for 
veterans in the Newgate 
Centre.

County Durham Hous-

FUNDING HELPS CADETS AND VETERANS
Damian Pearson from County Durham Housing Group with Flight Lieutenant Ian Pepper RAFAC, 
Officer Commanding 2505 (Bishop Auckland) Squadron and some of the cadets who took part.

IF Electrical & 
Security

Tel: Shaun Hope
07857 813 393
ifproducts07@gmail.com

Intruder Alarms - CCTV - Fire 
- Smoke Detection - Access 
Control - Security Lighting - 

Electrical Installation, NAPIT 
Approved

20 Years’  Experience, serving 
the Bishop Auckland area

West Auckland WMC

Saturday 24th February
SHOW OF THE MONTH 

THE FLY GUYS  
£5

Saturday 17th February
JD & THE WOODSMEN

GATEWAY OFFERS free 
help and advice on hous-
ing, benefits, debt and 
finances, education or 
accessing groups. 

The outreach service is 
available on Tuesdays at 
Woodhouse Close Com-
munity Centre from 10am 
until 12 noon.

GATEWAY OFFERS FREE ADVICE
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07582 570308

HAND 
CAR 

WASH

BEHIND DOMINOS 

PIZZA AND NEXT TO 

STARBUCKS

Why not leave 
your car and 

do some 
shopping or go 

for a coffee?

SOAPYCAR.COM

St Helens Auckland Retail Park, Bishop Auckland DL14 9TT

Teesdale Business Awards
Winner 2016 for

BEST CUSTOMER FOCUS

No  Fix  No  Fee
Home/Business visits or free
initial consultation if needed.
Very competitive rates and a

patient & friendly service for any 
kind of Technology or WiFi problem

Tel: 01833 200500
Mobile: 07960 151013

Saturday 17th February
DELL ALLEN

Fantastic local lad in the Lounge
Sounds from the American Diner Show (50s & 60s inc. 
Elvis) Admission £2 on the door. Don’t miss this show!

Saturday 3rd March
ROD STEWART & TINA TURNER
Sensational Tribute Show plus Disco

Advance Tickets £8 - Door Admission £10 
Doors open 7pm. Show starts 8pm.
Don’t delay, get your tickets now!!!
Pay on the door or get tickets from the Club

Facebook: Chilton Community Sports and Social Club

01388 720294

Chilton Community
Sports & Social Club

The Area’s No 1 Music Venue

The group, in partner-
ship with Durham County 
Council, has secured 
funding from the Depart-
ment for Communities 
and Local Government 
to develop plans for the 
proposed new homes, 
as well as other improve-
ments in the area that 
will benefit existing resi-
dents. 

As well as having ini-
tial estate plans for local 
residents to consider, 
County Durham Housing 
Group officers will also 
be on hand to provide 
advice and guidance on 
issues such as Universal 
Credit, rent, training, vol-
unteering and support in 
returning to work. 

Bishop Auckland and 
Shildon Area Action Part-
nership will also attend to 
discuss priorities in the 
Woodhouse Close area.

County Durham Hous-
ing Group Head of Devel-
opment and Commercial 
Property, Kate Abson, 
said: “Before investing 

in any community it’s so 
important that we talk to 
local people about how 
we can meet their needs 
for housing and offer new 
opportunities for fami-
lies.

“We’ve secured funding 
to make this work pos-
sible, but these drop-in 
events will help us shape 
our ideas for the area fur-
ther and give residents 
the chance to influence 
what any possible devel-
opment could look like.”

Woodhouse Close is 
also one of County Dur-
ham Housing Group’s pri-
ority areas for 2017/18, 
which means that extra 
support and funding is 
being provided to assist 
local residents with 
training, education and 
employability. 

More information on the 
drop-in sessions is avail-
able by calling County 
Durham Housing Group 
on 0191 349 7642 or by 
emailing development@
cdhg.co.uk.

RESIDENTS ARE being 
asked for their views dur-
ing February on plans for 
a number of new housing 
developments in Bishop 
Auckland.

The events, led by 
County Durham Hous-
ing Group, are linked to 
proposals that could see 
200 new homes built at 
several sites across the 
Woodhouse Close estate.

New homes are ear-
marked for Kitchen Ave-
nue, Cheesmond Avenue, 
West Lane, Walker Drive 
and Lime Grove.

The homes would 
include a variety of differ-
ent property types, avail-
able for both affordable 
rent and sale on the open 
market.

Three drop-in sessions 
will take place at Auck-
land Youth and Commu-
nity Centre on Tuesday, 
13 February from noon 
to 2pm, and 4pm to 6pm; 
with a further session on 
Thursday, 15 February 
between 2pm and 4pm.

VIEWS WANTED ON HOMES PLAN

SPECTRUM ROLLER 
Skaters were delighted to 
accept a cheque for £200 
from Asda, Bishop Auck-
land recently.  

The store’s green token 
community box supports 
local groups and the roller 
skaters were very proud 
to be nominated as a 
good cause.  

The roller skating group, 
based at Shildon, has 
grown in number but 
relies heavily on funding 

SPECTRUM RECEIVE ASDA DONATION

Tracy Stevens and skaters from Spectrum collect a cheque for 
£200 from Asda’s green token community box.

and donations.
Coach, Tracy Stevens 

said: “This donation will 
help towards travel to 
competitions throughout 
the year.  

“Our first competition is 
at Kettering where eleven 
skaters will compete in 
a national artistic roller 
skating competition.”

Anyone interested in 
trying roller skating can 
contact Tracy on 07891 
461958.

facebook.com/
bishoppress

BISHOP AUCKLAND 
Town Hall will present a a 
film viewing of the Winter-
shall Estate Passion Play 
on Tuesday 13th February 
at 7.30pm.

The Passion Play has 
received national acclaim 
and has been performed 
every Good Friday in Lon-
don’s Trafalgar Square, for 
many years.

Bishop Auckland Fel-
lowship of Christian 
Churches has partnered 
with Wintershall and they 
are planning to put on a 
similar Passion Play in 
Bishop Auckland in 2020.

The play will be based 
on the film, which will tour 
local churches after its 
premiere until 31st March. 

A spokesperson for The 
Fellowship said: “We are 

encouraging people to get 
involved in this amazing 
event, from attending one 
of the viewings to signing 
up to taking part and shar-
ing their skills.

“It is hoped that people 
of all ages and experi-
ences will get involved in 
the Bishop Auckland Pas-
sion Play, from drama stu-
dents and actors, to tech-
nical buffs, seamstresses 
and many more.

“This Passion Play will 
be a huge retelling of the 

Passion of The Christ 
and will be happening in 
Bishop Auckland.

“It will showcase our 
local talent, knowledge 
and landscape to really 
make it our own.”

Anyone wishing to get 
involved can sign up to 
take part or be kept up 
to date with information 
by emailing passionplay 
bishopauckland@gmail.com.

The project also has 
its own Facebook page: 
search for Passion Play 
Bishop Auckland on the 
social media platform.

Wintershall Estate Pas-
sion Play will tour Bishop 
Auckland’s churches 
throughout Lent. Dates, 
venues and times of 
screenings are available 
on the Facebook page.

PASSION PLAY SCREENING

 Cockton Hill WMC

Open daily from 11.30am till 11.30pm. You can watch ‘At the Races’ 
and ‘Racing UK’. Large free function room always available.

Tel: 01388 605136

SATURDAY 17th FEBRUARY
ROCKABILLY ROCK ‘N’ ROLL

‘THE RED HOT PANTHERS’ DOORS OPEN 7PM

FREE ENTRY

SATURDAY 3rd MARCH
JD & THE WOODSMEN DOORS OPEN 7PM
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Unit 9
Abraham Enterprise Park
St Helens Auckland
Bishop Auckland
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EMPLOYMENT  
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LEGAL EXPERTS
01388 451 122

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

Offers
CASH FOR HOUSEHOLD 
FURNITURE: 07860 560 295

opportunities to make the 
bus sustainable. 

“Ideally we would like 
to turn the playbus into 
a social enterprise or 
business in its own right, 
providing regular income 
for someone in our local 
community.”

Anyone interested in 
learning more or have a 
look at the bus is invited 
to attend one of the two 
viewing days on Saturday 
17th February and Satur-
day 24th February.  

The viewing events will 
take place between 10am 
and 2pm at Innovation 
House, located on Long-
field Road, South Church 
Enterprise Park in Bishop 
Auckland.

The Gaunless Gateway 
Big Local is a resident-led 
organisation covering the 
South-West Bishop Auck-
land area with key aims 
reflecting the needs of 
the area, mainly to cre-
ate jobs, address crime, 
to provide facilities for 

children, to bring differ-
ent age groups together 
and to improve health and 
wellbeing. 

The Big Local area 
includes about 18,000 
residents from six neigh-
bourhood areas, spread 
over a three mile radius.

The Gaunless Gateway 
Partnership Board is in 
charge of handing out a 
£1m Lottery fund and so 
far have used £30,000 
towards the purchase 
and overhaul of the purple 
double decker bus.

The successful appli-
cant will be obligated to 
carry out a number of 
contractual conditions.

For more information, 
contact the Gaunless 
Gateway partnership on 
01388 77 66 88.

LOCAL FUNDING organi-
sation, Gaunless Gateway 
Big Local is calling for 
would-be business own-
ers or a social enterprise 
to take on a children’s play 
bus.

The double decker play 
bus has been purchased 
by the Gaunless Gateway 
and will be gifted to its 
new owner when a suita-
ble candidate comes for-
ward.

Board member Lynn 
Rielly said: “We are always 
looking for new ways of 
providing facilities for 
children so the partner-
ship agreed to purchase 
the bus after the owner 
moved to a new job and 
he offered it to the parish 
council. 

“A lot of hard work and 
effort has gone into trans-
forming it into a brilliant 
asset. 

“It is hoped that word 
of mouth will draw peo-
ple in and generate suffi-
cient investment and hire 

CALL FOR WOULD-BE BIG BUS OWNER
The Big Purple Play Bus has been purchased by the Gaunless Gateway Big Local after its owner 
moved to a new job. They are looking for a candidate to take on the popular children’s play facility.

BISHOP AUCKLAND 
Table Tennis player 
Andrew Green will be par-
ticipating in the Malmö 
Open in Sweden from 
9-11th February.

Andrew, who is number 
3 in Class Three in Eng-
land, is heading over as 
part of a large GB squad 
and is hoping to gain 
some international expe-
rience and gain an inter-
national ranking. 

“Im looking forward to 
playing my first interna-
tional tournament and 
hopefully get a few wins 
and, who knows, maybe 
even a medal,” said 
Andrew. 

The Malmö Open - also 
called The European Par-

INTERNATIONAL OPPORTUNITY 
FOR LOCAL TABLE TENNIS PLAYER 

Andrew Green with his medal from St Neots Para Grand Prix.

asport Games - will see 
around 2,000 athletes 
from 28 different coun-
tries take part in 14 differ-
ent sports for people with 
disabilities.

Bishop Auckland Table 
Tennis club runs sessions 
every night of the week for 
all ages and abilities and 
new players are always 
welcome.

If you fancy learning 
or getting back into the 
sport, check out the club’s 
webpage www.bisho-
paucklandttc.co.uk or call 
Matt on 07411 018856.

For more stories from 
Bishop Auckland Table 
Tennis club, check out our 
new website: swd.news/
bishop.
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BISHOP AUCKLAND
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF SERVICES

Class Four, Five, 7 MOTs

www.bishopaucklandtyreandtests.co.uk www.bishopauckland-tyres.co.uk Email: info@bishopaucklandtyresandtests.co.uk
9 Chester Street, Bishop Auckland, County Durham, DL14 7LP     Tel: 01388 604485 / 661339 / 605687

All 
Makes 

of 
Tyres

Please don’t hesitate to contact us as we’re more than happy to help!

GROUP AUTO - AUTOCARE GARAGE APPROVED 
MEMBER OF THE GOOD GARAGE SCHEME 

MASTER GARAGE 2013 www.approvedgarage.co.uk 
Member of the motor industry code of Practice

CLUTCHES |  BRAKES  
BATTERIES | EXHAUSTS 

DIAGNOSTICS

Tyres & Tests Ltd

for their positions. 
With two 23-man match 

day squads announced, 
the coaches had to make 
some tough calls and it 
was inevitable with train-
ing squads of over 60 that 
some players missed out. 

Bishop Auckland Rugby 
Club u16s Manager, Vicky 
Redfearn said: “I watched 
both matches and all play-
ers were outstanding.

“They played with skill 

and sheer determination. 
“Whilst Luke, Jordan 

and John had already 
represented Durham, Will 
made his debut. 

“They were all rewarded 
with a sit down meal and 
Will was presented with 
his County honours fol-
lowing the matches.

“The four players were 
a credit to themselves, 
their parents, the club and 
coaches.”

LAST SUNDAY saw four 
Bishop Auckland Rugby 
Club U16s players repre-
sent Durham County in a 
match against Northum-
berland. 

Luke Redfearn, Will 
Barker, Jordan Hurdley 
and John Grey all trav-
elled to West Hartlepool 
to play for the county. 

At this level the selection 
process is tough,with all 
players training intensely 

FOUR PLAYERS REPRESENT COUNTY
Bishop Auckland Rugby Club U16s, Jordon Hurdley Will Barker and Luke Redfearn all played for their 
county at the weekend, as did their team mate, John Grey.

IT HAS been a great cou-
ple of weeks for the club, 
being shortlisted for  
County Sports Club of the 
Year award, which was a 
great achievement. 

There was also plenty 
football with U8 Kings 
winning 7-6 in the cup 
to reach the semi finals. 
Goals from Cooper Batley 
(3), Joe Petch (2), Bobby 
Ebdon and Olly Howe 
saw them through, with 
brilliant saves from goal-
keeper Logan Johnstone. 

The U7 Kings won at 
home against Saxon Jun-
iors. Joseph Jones (2) and 
Finley Pinkney (2) scoring.

The U7 Aces had an 
exciting game at Leven. 

The U8 Aces played an 
excellent Stockton team 
and put up a great display 
to score twice through 
Alex Simpson.

The U9 Aces won away 
at Stockton with a Luca 
McMahon hat trick.

The U9 Kings also won 
against 21st Allstars with 
goals from Isaac Cham-
bers (2), Jake Wilkinson 
and Dylan Cook. 

The U10 Aces also won 
away at Stockton with 
goals from Bradley Currie 
(2) and Marley Richard-
son.

ST MARY’S ROUND UP
The U8 Kings celebrate reaching the cup semi-finals.

The U10 Kings also 
beat Stockton with goals 
from Seb Bowerman and 
Mason Wright. 

The U11 Kings won 3-2 
away at Boro Rangers with 
goals from Dan Walton 
and James Whales. 

The U12 Aces lost away at 
Marton with goals from Jay 
Binks and Robert Worthy. 

The U12 Kings had an 
emphatic win over Spraire 
Lads with goals from 
Kieran Pattison (3), Arron 
Maughan (3), Max Pever-
all (2), Adam Wilson (2), 
Adam Laverick and Scott 
Jones. 

The U13 Kings won 302 
at Tibs with goals from 
Harrison Taylor, Luke  Pink-
ney and Robbie Wilkinson. 

The U14 Aces narrowly 
lost on penalties in the 
County Cup against Spen-
nymoor with  Lewis Crosby 
scoring in normal time. 

The U15s lost 2-1 away 
at Stockton with Joel 
Manuel scoring. 

The U16 Aces lost 3-1 to 
Tibs in a close game with 
Gideon Kanyondo scoring. 

The U18s won 2-0 
against Dawdon and the 
U23 won 5-3 against Whit-
ley Bay with a Kai Waters 
hat trick Jordan Lee and 
Mattie Lovegreen scoring.

BISHOP AUCKLAND 
Golf Club Junior Section 
is holding a pre-season 
event during half term to 
kick-start the 2018 golfing 
season.  

Existing junior mem-
bers will be teeing off at 
12 noon on Tuesday 13th 
February to compete in 
a stableford competi-
tion and prospective new 

junior members with the 
experience to compete 
are welcome to play.  

A club spokesperson 
said: “A warm welcome 
will be extended in the 
clubhouse between 4pm 
and 7pm to juniors want-
ing try out their swing in 
an indoor inflatable driv-
ing net.

“Players will also learn 

about opportunities for 
memberships, which have 
reduced fees for 2018, 
including free member-
ship for under 11s. 

“We will also let people 
know about coaching ses-
sions and a wide choice 
of competitions running 
throughout the county 
for players of all ages and 
abilities.”

JUNIOR GOLF PRE-SEASON EVENT


