
Friday 22nd December 2017Shildon & District Town Crier Issue 849 Page 1

Published at:
First Floor, Town Council Offices, 

Civic Hall Square, Shildon, 
DL4 1AH.   

Telephone: 01388 775896
Duty journalist: 0790 999 2731

www.shildontowncrier.com
email: crier@talk21.com              

   Town Crier
  Shildon
 & District

of our wonderful community
At the heart

Friday 22nd December 2017
Issue 849

Fully archived online at shildontowncrier.com     email us at: crier@talk21.com

47-49 Main Street, Shildon, DL4 1AF    Tel: 01388 772671  
30-31 Bondgate, Darlington, DL3 7JJ    Tel: 01325 463303

web: www.hackettandbaines.co.uk

ELECTRIC RISE 
RECLINERS

by Sherborne and 
Celebrity with 

5 years warranty

OVER 20 IN 
STOCK FOR 
IMMEDIATE 
DELIVERY

Manual recliners & 
settees to match

Park outside and shop at leisure or a selection 
can be brought to your door, free of charge

We would like to take this opportunity to 
express our gratitude for the support we’ve 
received from readers, contributors and 
advertisers throughout the year.
To our advertisers, thank you for your loyal 
support, without which we would be unable to 
survive.
Thanks to everyone at MT Print in Darlington 
for their fantastic service throughout the year. 
But, as always, it is our readers and 
contributors to whom we are most 
appreciative; without your news and 
information, continued support and demand 
for The Crier, we simply could not exist.  
Our greatest pleasure comes in passing 
on contributions from local groups to the 
communty and in messages of support, letting 
us know that our paper makes a difference.
Next year we look forward to bringing you a 
fresh new look for the paper and a brand new 
website! Look out for the launch of our daily 
news service, www.swd.news on 2nd January 
and the new look Crier on Friday 5th January. 
We hope you enjoy them!
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from Jeff, 
Steph, Archie and Les at The Crier.

Merry ChristMas
From The Crier

Iconic 70’s band, Bay City 
Rollers have been an-
nounced as the headline act 
at next year’s Shildonbury 
Festival, which will take 
place on Sunday 27th May. 
The band, including 
long term members Les 
McKeown, Stuart “Woody” 
Wood and founding 
member Alan Longmuir 
reformed in September 
2015 and tour regularly.
Originally formed in 1966 
as The Saxons, the band 
changed their name to the 
Bay City Rollers by throwing 
a dart at a map of the 
United States, which landed 
near Bay City, Michigan.
The band made their 
British breakthrough with 
Remember in 1973 and 
achieved worldwide fame 
when Saturday Night 
topped the US Billboard 
charts in 1976.
The band are thought 
to have sold 120 million 
records in their heyday.

Bay  City  Rollers  to  headline  
Shildonbury  

The Bay City Rollers will be the headline act at next year’s Shildonbury.
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Joan Pearson
20.12.06

In memory of a much loved 
and missed Mum

Love, Tony & Alan
xxx

Also, a dear Dad, 
George Pearson, died 

earlier this year

In life we loved you dearly,
In death we love you still,
In our hearts you have a 

place
That no one could ever fill

Dorothy Simpson

Love and miss you every 
single day,

All our love always,
Loving Husband Arthur & 

loving Son Paul

December 23rd 2014

Passed Away

Norman David Browne
Passed Away 18.12.17 
peacefully in hospital 

aged 73

Will be sorely missed
xxx

Loving Husband, Father and 
Grandfather

Thinking of you both on 
what should have been your 
60th Wedding Anniversary

George & Joan 
Mensforth

Love and miss you both, 
Shirley, Peter & Hannah, 

Paul, Jeanette, Ryan, Jack, 
Thomas, Ben & Laura

21st December

Poppy Brei 
Bailey-Plews

Love, Mammy, Daddy, 
Breialeigh & Reggie

xxx

26th December

Four years since you left us, 
You are gone but always in 

our thoughts

Mam, Nana & Great Nana
Always in our thoughts

Mabel Trotter

Love, Robert, Valerie 
& family

x

24.12.14

We miss you more than 
words can say

Memories of you will 
always stay

Mabel Trotter

From your loving family
xxx

24th December 2014

Geraldine Henderson

From Dawn & family

December 20th

Denis Boddy
November 7th

Happy Birthday and a 
Merry Christmas,

We love and miss you both 
so much

Special smile
Special face

Special Husband

Ray Clarkson

Loving Wife, 
Gillian

xx

31.1.10

I can’t replace a wonderful 
person so good and kind,
Treasured memories left 

behind

As time goes by the 
emptiness grows,

We miss you Dad more than 
anyone knows

Ray Clarkson

Love you always,
Patrick, Stephen, Kath, 

Vincent & Phyllis

31.1.10

Treasured memories of a 
beloved Brother
Ray Clarkson

Loving Sister Ann, 
Paul and all the family

And Beloved Sister

Pat Walker
Nee Clarkson

No-one knows my sorrow
Few have seen me weep
I cry from a broken heart
While others are asleep

It’s Christmas again
Time for good will and cheer

Not for us, it’s the first 
Christmas you’re not here

Hannah Collingwood

Love forever,
From all of us

x

25.12.2016
Mam

You went away on 
Christmas Day, so Santa, if 
we could have one gift, it 

would be to have you back 
with us Mam. So we will 

keep smiling on the day, but 
inside our hearts break

Christmas Memories

Up the staircase I look for 
you, you’re not there so I 

look up in the sky and I cry
I love you, it’s me

Nana Collingwood

Talliyah - Rose
x

Thinking of you at Christmas 
Mam, but then, that’s 

nothing new,
For you were thought of 

yesterday
And will be tomorrow too.

Because you’re missed so 
very much,

Far more than words 
can say,

And sadly Mam, 
no presents, cards, or hugs 

on Christmas Day.

Just silent tears and a 
special kiss

Blown to Heaven above,
To thank you for a lifetime 
Of devoted, selfless love.

And a whispered Christmas 
promise,

That on each day yet to 
come,

You will be remembered
For you meant the world 

to me,
My very special Mam

Vera Thornberry

Thinking of you this 
Christmas Mam,

Until we meet again,
Your forever grateful and 

loving Son,
Mike
xxxx

Thinking of you now and 
always Nanna

Mary Hope

Love, all your Grandkids
xxx

Ann Hirst

I miss you so much,
Yvonne

1953 - 14.9.17
My Sister

We never lose the ones we 
love, for love itself lives 
on, in family and friends 
and memories that bring 
comfort and joy for the 

time to come

Mary Aldworth
(Hope)

Remembering you now 
and always

Love, Joss, Amanda, Wayne, 
Michael & Grandkids

xxx

Each day we think about 
you and realise you have 

gone,
We can’t explain the 

emptiness that life has now 
become.

They say that time’s a 
healer

But we are not so sure,
For every time we think 

of you
We miss you more and 

more

Christmas Memories

There’s a place in our hearts 
No one can fill,

We miss you dear Mam
And always will

Mabel Trotter

Also remembering a dear 
and much-loved Dad at 

Christmas

24.12.14

Forever in our hearts,
Love Ann & Wilf

In Memoriam



Friday 22nd December 2017Shildon & District Town Crier Issue 849 Page 3

It will be the first Xmas you 
won’t be here

But always inside my heart 
and always near,

And you will always know, 
for you I will have a can of 

John Smith’s Beer

Lol Mallen

Love you Dad,
Nic
xx

‘Dad’

Birthdays

Sharon Bone

Lots of love,
Natalie, David, Baby Love & 

Baby Wharton
xxxx

Mam

Silent thoughts of times 
together

Hold memories that 
will last forever,

You are missed every single 
day Mam

x

There’s a face that’s always 
with us,

There’s a voice that we long 
to hear,

There’s a smile we always 
remember

Of the one we love so dear

Sharon Bone

Loved and remembered 
always,

Mam, Dave and all your 
loving family

In loving memory 
of our dear Daughter,
First Christmas away 

from home

Merry Xmas to my loving 
Husband, your first away 

from home

Lol Mallen

Love and miss you,
Kath

x

Miss you Dad

Lol Mallen

Craig, Nicola, Michelle 
& Karen

xx

Love you Grandad

Lol Mallen

David, Brandon, Adam, 
Shaunie, Callum, Corey, 

Leon, Evan & Lyndon, 
& also Great Grandaughter 

Leia
x

May the winds of Heaven 
blow softly,

And whisper in your ear,
How much we love 

and miss you
And wish you were here

Judith Collingwood 
& Kevin Pedelty

From your loving family

Classifieds
All about local people...

Christmas Memories

Sue Hewitt

Frank, Paul, Mark

26.12.17

Happy 60th Birthday
We love you to bits

60!

Sue Hewitt

Love, Paul, 
Lou, Frankie

26.12.17

Happy 60th

60!
Happy 13th Birthday Ben

Ben Sutherland

Lots of love, 
From Nanna, Grandad 

& Uncle Leigh
xxxxx

27.12.17

Happy 13th Birthday Ben,
Hope you have a fab day

Ben Sutherland

Lots of love,
From Mam & Dad

xxxxx

27.12.17

13!

Happy 13th Birthday Ben,
Hope you have an 

amazing day

Ben Sutherland

Lots of love from Uncle Paul, 
Aunty Tasha, Chloe & Mia

xxxxx

27.12.17
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Birthdays

Adam Pinkney

All our love,
Mam & Dad 

& family

20.12.17

Happy 30th Birthday

30!

Anniversaries

John & Christine 
Newbold

Love, Jayne, Paul, Daniel,
 Jeff, Rebecca & Charlotte

xx

Golden Wedding
23rd December 1967

Congratulations 
Mam & Dad

Season’s Greetings

Elsie & Arthur wish friends 
a Merry Xmas & a 

Prosperous New Year

McLean

County Councilllors 
Henry Nicholson, 

Shirley Quinn
& Brian Stephens

Wish  all the residents of 
Shildon Dene Valley 

Seasonal Greetings for a 
Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year

The Shildon Dene 
Valley Branch Labour 

Party
Wish residents a very 

Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year

Margaret would like to wish 
all her friends a very Happy 
Christmas and good health 

for 2018

Scougall

Ian, Elaine, Dean & Rachel 
would like to wish all family 

and friends of Shildon a 
Merry Xmas & a 
Happy New Year

Morris

Christmas Memories

Birthdays

Season’s Greetings

Would like to wish family & 
friends a Merry Xmas and a 

Happy New Year

Betty Collingwood

Best wishes for the festive 
season to all our friends and 

relatives

Roberts

Edith & Sid Roberts, Shildon

I wish all my friends & family 
a Merry Xmas 

& Happy New Year

Colvin

Sarah

For Sale
NEW Double Divan with Quilted 
Damask Mattress. Delivery 
arranged £125. 07789 113 343
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Wishing all our customers a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

From Team Costa x  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Billy Salmon and his wife Mandy with their brand new car. 

Shildon  man  wins  car  in  MRI 
appeal  raffle
A Shildon man is celebrat-
ing winning a car in a raffle 
which raised money to bring 
state of the art MRI scanners 
to Darlington Memorial and 
Bishop Auckland Hospitals. 
Billy Salmon bought a 
single raffle ticket in Bishop 
Auckland Market Square 
and was stunned when he 
received the call telling 
him he’d won first prize – a 
brand new Vauxhall Viva.
Billy and his wife, Mandy, 
who are both retired, often 
buy raffle tickets sup-
porting local charities but 
describe this as by far their 
biggest win.
Commenting, Billy said, 
“I was shocked but over 
the moon when I heard we 
had won the car and it’s 
particularly great that the 
raffle was in aid of such 
an important local cause.  
Although I’m fortunate 
never to have needed an 
MRI scan myself, I appreci-
ate the huge benefits this 
equipment will bring.”
The appeal has attracted 
very generous donations 
from individuals and or-
ganisations alike, ranging 
from a few pounds to 
several thousand pounds.  
Fundraising will continue 
throughout 2018. 
Dr Elizabeth Loney, Clinical 
Director for Radiology at 
County Durham and Dar-
lington NHS Foundation 
Trust, said, “MRI scans are 
particularly good at looking 
at soft tissues. Tremen-
dous advances in technol-
ogy over recent years mean 
they can be enormously 
helpful in diagnosing 
cancer, heart conditions, 
strokes and many other 

health issues.
“Scans can also give doctors 
information that previously 
required the patient to 
undergo surgery or another 
invasive procedure as part 
of the investigation of their 
symptoms.
“Crucially, MRI scanners 
don’t use radiation, unlike 
x-rays.           
“MRI scans are so useful 
we’re doing more of them 
each year. In the last year 
alone the number of MRI 
scans has increased by 11%.
“An MRI scanner is one of 
the most expensive pieces 
of equipment a hospital 
will ever purchase and with 
the NHS facing huge finan-

cial challenges we need to 
seek public help in buying 
them. 
“We’ve already had dona-
tions from people happy 
with the care they or a 
loved one has received, 
regardless of whether 
they had a scan. We still 
need the local commu-
nity, including individuals, 
companies, schools, sports 
clubs etc, to support us 
by holding events such as 
coffee mornings, cake sales 
and sponsored activities in 
aid of the Scanner Appeal.
“Every pound counts.  After 
all, you never know when 
you or a loved one might 
need a scan.”

Dear Editor,

In April 2016 l ran 55 miles from Glasgow 
to Edinburgh, effectively asking for help so 
young men in particular could “Stay Another 
Day”. So what is this song really about? 

One line of the song says, “I touch your face 
while you are sleeping and hold your hand, 
don’t understand what’s going on.” This 
refers to the suicide of Tony Mortimer’s (ex 
East 17 member’s) brother Ollie’s suicide.

Although this was never written as a Christ-
mas song, times can be difficult at this time 
of year. Last year’s run was to support the 
Campaign Against Living Miserably CALM, a 
charity that encourages men to talk about 
their problems. Suicide is the biggest single 
killer of men aged 18-45 years old and 75% 
of all suicides are men. 

Christmas time can be a great reason for 
visiting and contacting people and asking 
how they are. A friend in need is a friend 
indeed.

I still have my CALM shirt l ran in last year, 
sponsored by Shildon Methodist Church, and 
will probably be using it again as l will be 
doing the G2E Ultra Marathon for the same 
charity.

Michael Thompson.

Dear Editor,

The Garden Guild, based in the Civic Hall 
Square, DL4 1AG, is after at least two able 
bodied persons to replace two of our long 
service volunteers, who have retired after 
20 + years’ service. Volunteers will need to 
be able to lift 25k bags, use a pallet truck 
and do a wide range of jobs.

The Guild is open every Sunday from 8.30-
11.50. Please offer to help. Training given. 
In the last few years two Garden Guilds have 
closed due to the lack of volunteers - Newton 
Aycliffe & Trimdon Station. Please don’t let 
Shildon be the next.

Les Iddon
Honorary Secretary
01388 773925

 & Letters Have your say...

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 

factory and saveFREE

Andy’s Taxis 
would like to 

wish everyone all 
the best for the 
festive season, 

and to thank cus-
tomers for their 
support over the 
last four years.

Working every day 
except Christmas Day

Dollheads Hair salonI I
65 Church Street, Shildon, 01388 777002

Natalie, Lynsey & Clare, Fiona & Alison would like 
to wish all our clients a very Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year. A very big thank 
you to all loyal and new customers. 

All the best for 2018!

& Retreat Beauty
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Shildon Civic Hall
Paul and all his staff, on behalf of Shildon 
Town Council, would like to thank everyone 

for their support and wish everyone a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

BOXING 
NIGHT

THE ULTRA 90S

28
THU

DEC

30
SAT

DEC

TICKETS AVAILABLE FROM THE CIVIC ON 01388 772902

CHRISTMAS ROCK NIGHT

BON JOVI FOREVER

JD & THE WOODSMEN

TICKETS £10

TICKETS £12

TICKETS £5 IN ADVANCE £8 ON THE DOOR

We Are Here

Safe • Clean • Dry
Flexible Terms • Drive up Units 
Fire, Flood & Intruder Alarms

CCTV • 7 Days Access

St Helen Auckland
Bishop Auckland 
DL14 9AD

Book Now: 01388 207 222

Coral  donate  haul  of  
gifts  to  Holly  Lodge

Holly Lodge Care Home on Maddison Street have 
expressed their appreciation to staff at Coral betting 
shop, who popped into the Home to deliver a huge haul 
of presents for the residents. A spokesperson said, “The 
presents were very gratefully received and will be given 
out on Christmas morning. A massive thank you from 
everyone at Holly Lodge for the very kind donation.”

NAME THAT TUNE
Can you identify the Christmas songs 

from these lyrics? (Answers on page 16)

1. Sinatra was swinging, all the drunks they were singing.
2. Mary Bradley waits at home, in the nuclear fallout zone.
3. When we finally kiss good night, how I’ll hate going out in the storm.
4. I don’t need to hang my stocking, there upon the fireplace.
5. There’s lots of room for him in our two car garage.
6. There’s a world outside your window, and it’s a world of dread and fear.
7. Welcome to my Christmas song, I’d like to thank you for the year.
8. With every Christmas card I write , may your days be merry and bright.
9. My friend the world will share this special night, because it’s Christmas.
10. There’ll be parties for hosting, marshmallows for toasting and caroling 
out in the snow.
11. A face on a lover with a fire in his heart.
12. Now the frosty paws appear, and they’ve frozen up my ear.
13. I want a yacht and really that’s not a lot, been an angel all year.
14. “Bah, humbug!” No, that’s too strong cause it is my favorite holiday.
15. A time for living, a time for believing, a time for trusting, not deceiving.
16.  She didn’t see me creep, down the stairs to have a peek.
17. From now on, our troubles will be out of sight.
18. So this is Christmas and what have you done, another year over and a 
new one just begun.

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

A. FrAncis
Roofing & Building

From a single slate to a new roof
Gutters cleaned and inspected

Chimney repairs

No job too small
Tel: 01388 833853

Mob: 07811 848228
Established 1987

Repointing to brickwork

Why did no-one 
bid for Rudolph 

and Blitzen 
on eBay?

Because they 
were two deer!

SHILDON FOOD & WINE
17 Main Street, Shildon, Tel: 01388 775691

We would like to wish everyone 
the compliments of the season. 

Thanks for your support over the 
last 10 months.

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

We are open 7 days a week, from 8am 
till 11pm, 365 days a year

The Red Lion
Church Street, Shildon

Wish all our customers a Joyous 
Christmas and a Happy New Year

In stock now - Zero Alcohol Becks Blue, 
San Miguel & Kopparberg Mixed Fruits

Friday 22nd December 6 - 8 MIDNIGHT HOUR 
Music from every era. Come join us!

Frydayz - Fry & Grill
We would like to wish everyone 

a Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year. Thanks for your support 

since we opened in September.

Unit 3 Jubilee Road, Shildon, DL4 2AL. Tel: 01388 229284

We are closed Christmas Day 
but open on Boxing Day
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Hancock And Ainsley
1 Main Street, Shildon, 772280

John, Julie, Tracy, Angela, Sharon, Alex, Lisa, 

Thelma, Ken & Natalie

Would like to wish everyone A Merry Christmas 

and A Happy New Year and all the best for 2018

DASH
HAIR DESIGN

Julia, Kimberley & Beckie
Would like to wish everyone A Merry Christmas 

and A Happy New Year
Thank You for your support over the year
NOW AVAILABLE: ear piercing, facial wax, 

eye lash and eyebrow tint
44 Church Street, Shildon

01388 773025

New Shildon 
Residents’ Association

Would like to wish everyone

SEASON’S  GREETINGS
Our meetings are held at The Salvation Army 

on the 2nd Thursday of each month at 6.30pm

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

XPRESS STORES
3 Cheapside, Shildon, County Durham, 01388 772191

Kellie and Staff would like to wish 
all their customers a very Merry 

Christmas and best wishes for 2018. 
Thank you for your continuing 

support.
For any Newspaper / Magazine      
deliveries Please Call 772191

Margot’s
Unisex Hairdressers

68 Church Street, Shildon: 01388 772257

Ann, Peter, Claire & Charlie 
would like to wish all of their 
customers a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year

Cooper & Leatherbarrow 
Opticians

42 Church Street, Shildon, DL4 1DY, 01388 772057
Gillian, Mandy & Linda would like to wish 
everyone the compliments of the season, 
and all the very best for 2018. Thanks for 
your loyal support over the many years.

Trading in Shildon since 1955
www.cooperandleatherbarrow.com

DAVE’S  
TAXIS

Wishes all his 
customers

The Compliments 
of the Season!

18 Years 
Trading

776622

Thanks for your 
support during 

the year.

The Shildon AFC Support-
ers’ Club lottery’s latest 
draw took place at the 
Shildon AFC social club on 
Sunday 17th December.
There was no winner of the 
£850 jackpot prize with 
the six numbers drawn 

from the bag being: 2, 4, 
5, 7, 8, 9. The consolation 
prize of £25 was won by K 
Thornton.
This week, players should 
select six numbers from 
the remaining 10 to win a 
jackpot of £900.

Lottery  latest

Ashby and Atkinson
Merry Christmas from all the team at

If you have not been to the dentist recently, now is a good time 
to call Ashby and Atkinson for an appointment. We are your local 

family practice, which has been established over 23 years!
For information on cosmetic, whitening and Invisalign Orthodontic        

treatments, please contact our reception team, who will be happy to help.

23-27 Main Street, Shildon, DL4 1AL
01388 775104

We are now registering new patients
Contact our reception on 01388 775104

Sep t embe r Flowe r s
Durham Road, Chilton (Next door to the Wheatsheaf)
For all your Floristry needs, including 
Birthdays, Weddings, Funerals 
& Christenings
We deliver anywhere locally, 
any time. Tel: 01388 722999

FESTIVE  DINGBATS
Can you figure out the hidden word or 

phrase in each clue??? (Answers on page 16)

Nigmassht STUN
1. 2. 3.

Spear
Pepper
Garden

4. 5. 6.

Cottage
Shepherd
Apple

Tofrankuch CCCCCC
FESTIVE

7. 8. 9.

XMAS PPPPP
Our planet

Hello Spring!
Hi Summer!

Howdy Autumn!
Yo Winter!

NIGHT NIGHT NIGHT 
NIGHT NIGHT NIGHT 
NIGHT NIGHT NIGHT 
NIGHT NIGHT NIGHT

10. 11. 12.

MISTLETOE Pres     ents
XXX

13. 14. 15.

stel
MONDAY
TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY
THURSDAY

FRIDAY

ABCDEFGHIJKM
NOPQRSTUVWXYZ

ABCDEFGHIJKM
NOPQRSTUVWXYZ
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A Christmas Message from
The Mayor of Shildon

It is a great honour to represent you all, the towns-
people of Shildon as Mayor, both at home and abroad. 

I have served as a Town Councillor for many years 
with this my first year as Mayor.  I have attended many 
events, both in Shildon and around our region, forging 
friendships and experiencing a variety of challenges 
that face us all in these changing and difficult times. 

I have met many talented young people, and been 
inspired by the dedication of group and club leaders 
in the many activities organised in the town as well as 
visiting people to share in their special celebrations. I 
wish them all well in their endeavours to engage the 
next generation to have a positive impact in the world.

Fund raising is extremely important for all organisations and thankfully we all can help, either by 
donating time, money, items or just promoting events.  

My charities this year are: The Shildon Branch of the Royal British Legion, who support ex-servicemen 
and their families to give them a better life or support them through difficult times; The Sanctuary, 
which is a counselling service based in Shildon, who again need funding to support people through 
difficult times, and I am planning a New Year’s Party for the Senior Citizens of the town.  

Thank you everyone who has supported my fund raising in any way, especially my friends Margaret, 
Joyce, Jane and Emily, without whom I would have been at a loss.

The country as a whole has experienced some dreadful events over the last year. Terrorism, crime and 
violence are on the rise nationally and I pray that we all show our children the right path to take in 
life, and teach them to respect each and every person as equals.

Only too often the young people are blamed for all the trouble in the area.  I have had the great honour 
of attending and presenting awards to young people of this town, at the Young Carers Awards and 
SCYPAN (Shildon Children & Young Peoples Action Network), who have achieved greatness and 
will continue to be proud young people of the town.  

Again this was demonstrated during the Remembrance Day Parade, Christmas Procession and 
Carol Service, where many young people stood side by side with family members and friends.  I have 
also met many of our young people during planting with the Guerilla Gardening project and at the 
Football Club, all gaining new skills and learning how to respect themselves and the town around 
them.  Thank you all.

I am very grateful for all the help and support that I have had from the staff of Shildon Town Council 
without whom I could not have been organised.  I also wish to thank the Town Crier, Shildon Council 
workforce and the staff of the Civic Hall for all their hard work.

It goes without saying that I should thank my husband, Peter and my daughter, Hannah for their 
unconditional support over the years.

On this note I wish all the townspeople (young and old), and ex-Shildonians around the globe, a 
happy and peaceful Christmas time. 

Can I ask that during this holy time you all bear in mind the sick, elderly, lonely and anyone strug-
gling financially who would benefit from a neighbourly kind word. 

I would like to finish by wishing you all a happy and healthy new year as I am sure we will all meet 
new challenges in 2018.  God bless you all. X

Councillor Shirley Quinn
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A Christmas Message from
St John’s Church

Someone posted on Facebook a couple of weeks ago, ‘Christmas is just a daft story 
made up by some shepherds on a hillside.’ I couldn’t resist, I posted the laughing 
emoji underneath! I thought to myself, try telling that to the children singing 
Away in a Manger, eyes gleaming, cheeks rosy. Try telling that to Mam wrapping 
a present up with loving anticipation of the moment her daughter opens it, and 
shrieks with joy. Try telling that to those who gather at midnight at Saint John’s, 
waiting in darkness for the light to blaze forth. 
For stories matter when they are lived, and the Christmas story lives because it still 
matters. It is a story about the God who is in all, and through all, being revealed in 
a baby, born in stinking poverty to a 14 year old girl. It is a story about the outcast 
and the marginalised being welcome while the rich and the haughty were shut out. 
It is a story about justice, about hope, about God revealed not amongst the presi-
dents, prime ministers, and kings but amongst people like us, ordinary people. 
This matters for us in Shildon, because it is like saying ‘as far as God goes, the humblest home here, has more going 
for it than a palace.’ Maybe it is something to do with ordinary people knowing the true value of things, knowing that 
what matters is not making a policy speech on something incomprehensible a long way away, but is holding the hand 
of a grandchild, laughing at a bad joke, having a pint with a mate.
Now, when Jesus grew up the middle class people slated him for spending time with people they described as ‘sinners’ 
(I think they meant people not like them). Religious people slated him for enjoying a party a bit too much. But Jesus 
knew where he came from, that manger in a drafty, dung-ridden stable was about as ordinary as you could get, and so 
looking at those around him, with a twinkle in his eye, he said something like, “in my Kingdom the first will be last and 
the last first, the hungry filled and rich sent away, because you, you are the salt of the earth.” I guess in that last bit he 
was talking about Shildon people then, for you are, we are, the salt of the earth! Happy Christmas!  

Rev. Canon David Tomlinson

A Christmas Message from
St Thomas Apostle, RC Church

Everyone wants to do a modern take on old stories.  One year, just before Christ-
mas I noticed that there were six versions of ‘A Christmas Carol’ on TV, from the 
classic Alastair Sim version to some with a ‘modern take’.  
We shouldn’t be too surprised at this, because Christmas itself was an update on 
the pagan celebration of the shortest day, opposite to Midsummer.  
Christianity took up that idea of the shortest day heralding brighter times by 
reflecting on the longing, or yearning of the people of Israel awaiting the Messiah, 
the Special One.  The waiting was over with the arrival of Jesus.
Modern re workings seek to go backwards and ignore the theological side of the 
birth of Jesus to celebrate a secular view of the world, keeping all the lights and 
the celebration but ignoring the salvation and the ‘God bit’.  
But if we go back to the original story it has one particular modern slant.  When an unmarried woman became 
pregnant there were two possible outcomes – for her to be an outcast or to be stoned to death.  If she was betrothed, 
as Mary was to Joseph, then the choice lay with her would-be husband.  It was he who would decide her fate.  But 
Joseph did the unthinkable and took Mary to be his wife.  
It wasn’t that long ago (a couple of generations) when people were quiet about unmarried mothers and tried to hide 
them away, often throwing them out of the house to find refuge where they could, perhaps in mother and baby units 
run by the Church which have had such unfair criticism in recent times, ignoring why the girls were on the streets in 
the first place and highlighting only the worst side of some of the people who worked there.   
Joseph made a bold and modern step, 2000 years early.  If our society wants to put the clock back, then perhaps we 
can go all the way back and recognise a man who accepted a pregnant fiancé and his son, Jesus, who treated women 
and children with the respect they have today.

Fr Anthony Cornforth
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A Christmas Message from
Shildon Methodist Church

While helping to set up the recent display of Nativity sets at the Methodist Church in 
Shildon, my wife looked into the background of this particular Christmas tradition. 
The word “nativity” simply means birth and can be applied to anyone, but over the 
centuries it has become associated especially with the birth of Jesus. The account 
of his birth in the biblical gospels of Matthew and Luke indicate that stories about 
his birth have been around for a long time, notably amongst the early Christian 
Church in Syria. 
But, the tradition of creating a nativity scene, depicting the event, is attributed to a 
Roman Catholic called Francis of Assisi, in about 1223. St Francis had been to visit 
the site of Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem and was so moved by the experience that he 
wanted to share this with people in his home town of Greccio in Italy. 
Later he told a friend:

“I want to do something that will recall the memory of that Child who was born 
in Bethlehem, to see with bodily eyes the inconveniences of his infancy, how he lay 
in the manger, and how the ox and ass stood by.”

I was struck by the phrase; “the inconveniences of his infancy”. I have a feeling that when we look at a Nativity scene, 
that is not necessarily the first thing we think about! Yet, the Christian belief that God becomes one with us, through 
the birth of Jesus the Messiah, is not what was expected; this is the inconvenience of birth. A child born in poverty, in 
the lonely muck of a stable, a long way from home. 
In the strange way of faith, God continues to come to us at inconvenient times and in inconvenient ways, to challenge 
our attitudes and behaviour but also to remind us that no matter what muck we have got ourselves into, no matter 
how impoverished our way of life or how far we have travelled from God; we are still loved and precious in his sight.        

Rev. Andy Bryer

A Christmas Message from
The Salvation Army

Some of you may have seen an advert this year from a national bakery in which the 
centre piece of the advert was the Nativity Scene, however, they had replaced the 
Baby Jesus with a sausage roll. 
This made me think about all the things that we can so easily replace the Baby Jesus 
with. 
The message of Christmas is that Jesus, the Son of God came to earth as a tiny baby 
because God so loved the whole world that He wanted to give us the best gift of all.
That is the ability to have a personal relationship with God himself. 
Sadly, somewhere that message has been lost and we have replaced this beautiful 
Gift from God with all the trappings of Christmas. 
Whether that is Christmas trees, lights or decorations. 
Whether it is getting ourselves into debt to buy bigger and better presents or whether it is something else. 
My prayer at this Christmas time would be that we remember what the reason is for the Season and that it is the birth 
of the Son of God. 
We read in the Bible these words from John 3:16: 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, 
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life”. 

My prayer is that we all discover that for ourselves this Christmas time. God bless you all.
Majors Adrian & Donna Coupe
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S.K. & A.J. LinSLey
ButcherS & FArmerS

25 church Street, ShiLdon

Thank you for your custom over the past 
year, hope to see you all next year

A very Merry Christmas from all the staff

Alan Fryatt & Co
43-45 Church Street

Alan Fryatt & Co would like to wish their 
clients a very Merry Christmas 

& a Prosperous New Year
Thanks for your continued support

01388 773535

Lisa’s
Mobile Hairdressing

I would like to say a big thank you to all my 
clients for their custom throughout 

the year and wish you all a 
Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

Clem's Fish Restaurant
Where our Great British Tradition is still kept at its best

All the staff at Clem’s Fish Restaurant 
Would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas

And a Happy New Year
Many thanks for your custom 

over the past 35 years
01388 773400

• All types of number plates supplied
• All types of keys cut
• Immobiliser batteries
• Photocopying & Fax service
• Car Batteries (with 1 year guarantee)

www.themotorshop.co.uk

Est 1979

Open Mon-Fri 8.30am - 5.00pm, Sat 8.30am - 1.30pm, 
Sun 9.30 - 12 noon. Bank Holidays open 9am-12 noon.

THE MOTOR SHOP
Est 1979, 2 Cheapside, Shildon

Tel: 01388 773654

Malcolm & Sean would like to wish all their 
customers a Merry Christmas & a Happy New Year

Ferguson’s Fruit & Veg
Quality Fruit & Vegetables

We wish everyone the Compliments 
of the Season and thank them 

for their support

8 Church Street
Shildon

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

NA SH
UNISEX FREELANCE HAIRDRESSER

Janine Pincher
Call today for an appointment

07817 027 768
A big Thank You for your support throughout the year

Merry Christmas and a Happy New year
Many Thanks, Janine x

7 Church Street, Shildon
01388 229678

Andrew, Sharon, Debra & Chris 
would like to thank all their customers 

for their support over the last year

We wish everyone the compliments of the 
season and all the best for 2018

The Corner Cafe

ELM ROAD WMC
01388 772650

Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year!

The Management, Officials & Staff would like to say 
a big thank you to everyone for their 
loyal support throughout the year

If you have walked past 
Shildon Alive in the past 
couple of weeks, you will 
have noticed the fantastic 
Christmas decorations dis-
played in their window.
The children and staff from 
Byerley Road Pre-School 
recently visited the project 
and kindly decorated the 
window, as well as produc-
ing baubles for the Christ-
mas tree which is displayed 
inside. 
Kathryn Jennings, 
advocate at Shildon Alive 
said, “We cannot thank 
the staff and the children 
at Byerley Road Pre-School 
enough. The children have 
worked hard to make their 
own decorations and, with 
a little help from the staff, 
they have transformed our 
window into a beautiful 
Christmas display. 
“People have popped into 
the Hub just to comment 
on how fantastic the 
window looks. We have 
received nothing but 
positive feedback. 
“Well done again to the 
staff and children at 
Byerley Road Pre-School. 
It is lovely to have a strong 
community relationship 
and long may it continue!”

Children’s  window  display  
delights  town  centre  visitors

eenhance
Linda, Beth, Rebecca, Stephanie, Kory, Niamh & 
Bekki and our beauty therapists Vikki & Amiee of 

Bella Vita, would like to thank customers, past and 
present, and wish everyone a very prosperous 

Christmas and New Year
Thanks for your loyal support over the last 22 years

Open Tues - Sat

 hair & beauty

The children of Byerley Road Pre-School with their wonderful Christmas window display. 
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The Shildon & District 
Countryside Movement

Thank everyone for 
their support in all 
our activities over the 
year and wish you all a very 
Merry Christmas and the best 
of everything in the New Year

Premier Express 
Convenience Store

22 Main Street, Shildon
All the staff would like to wish old and new 

customers a Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year.

Open Christmas Day: 10am to 10.30pm

CHEAPSIDE  CHEMIST
Shildon, 01388 777734

Merry Christmas from Pharmacists 
Chris and Catherine, and staff, Karen, Sharon, 

Michelle, Samantha and Mark

We do regular free deliveries!
Free medicines for minor ailments

Emergency hormonal contraception

Church Services
CHRISTMAS EVE

9.30am Advent Eucharist
Sharing around the bread and wine as God’s family

4pm Family Nativity
The ever popular all-age story, carols & candles

11.30pm Midnight Mass
Peaceful moment to pause as Christmas arrives

St John’s Church

CHRISTMAS EVE
10.30am Advent
Morning Worship

CHRISTMAS DAY
9.30am Christmas Day Worship

Methodist Church

CHRISTMAS EVE
4pm Vigil Mass

With Carols from 3.30pm

CHRISTMAS DAY
9am Christmas Day Mass

Fr Tony Cornforth will be assisted by Fr Deni Mary, a Priest from Bali, who is 
currently studying at Durham University & living in the Parish. 

St Thomas’

CHRISTMAS EVE
10am Morning Service

(No Evening Service)

CHRISTMAS DAY
10am Christmas Day Service

Salvation Army
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N ikki Jordan
Mobile Hairdresser

Also working Wed - Thurs in Blush Salon, Adelaide Street

Would like to wish everyone 

the compliments of the season

I am available any time, including evenings. 
Why not give me call on 07827382015

MAIN PLACE
Nim and all the Staff wishes 

everyone A Merry 
Christmas And 

A Happy New Year.
Thank you for your custom
FOR DELIVERY 
RING 776366

32 Church Street, Shildon, County Durham, DL4 1DX

01388 776600

Wishing you all a wonderful Christmas 

& a Prosperous New Year,

From the team at Civic Properties

The 
Sanctuary

The office is now 
closed and will 
reopen on
Monday 8th January 
2018.

Merry 
Christmas 

and a Happy 
New Year

01388 773598

John & Val from

Dunn Barton Interiors
62 Church Street, Shildon

Wish all their customers a
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

www.dunnbartoninteriors.co.uk
01388 776615

97-99 Church 
Street, Shildon

01388 773355
01388 778185

Alison & staff wish everyone the
 compliments of the season and thank all previous 

customers for their support over many years

Have a Merry Christmas and 
a Prosperous New Year

Smith Roddam Solicitors

18 Church Street, Shildon, Co. Durham, DL4 1DX

Neil Thompson and all the staff at Smith 

Roddam Solicitors would like to wish all of 

their clients and customers, past, present 

and future, a Merry Christmas 

and a prosperous New Year

Limetree 
House Dental 
Practice, St 

John’s Road, 
Shildon, 
DL4 1LU

01388 772678

Staff at the practice would like to wish 
everyone the compliments of the season!

We are accepting new NHS patients
We are open as normal and available for all emergencies

Saturday appointments now available
For information on implants, Cfast tooth straightening 
& other cosmetic & NHS treatments, please phone the 

above number where staff will be happy to help

Support your 
local paper!
Please mention 
The Town Crier 

when responding to 
Advertisments

The Timothy Hackworth
Main Street, Shildon

Would like to wish all their customers a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

Live Entertainment over the 
Christmas & New Year period

Church Street 
Post Office, Shildon

Louise, Dianne, Susan, Diane & Pauline
A Merry Christmas & A Happy New Year

Stationary, Cards, Bags, Gifts, 
Sweets, Confectionary, Gift Vouchers

Thanks for your support throughout 2017

K & E TAXIS
01388 772117

Keith would like to wish all his customers 
a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

Thanks for your support 
throughout the year

County  council  opening  times 
Durham County Council 
has published the opening 
times of its services over the 
holiday period.
Customer Access Points and 
most other county council 
buildings in County Durham 
will be closed over the 
Christmas and New Year 
holidays.
They will close at 4.30pm on 
Friday 22nd December and 
reopen at 8.30am on Tuesday 
2nd January 2018.
In the event of an emergen-
cy, residents can still contact 
the council on 03000 260 000 
or use the 24/7 automated 
payments line on 0300 456 
2771.
Online services will still be 
accessible over the festive 
period but requests will not 
be processed until council 
offices reopen on Tuesday, 
2nd January.
Leisure centres will be closed 
on Christmas Day, Boxing Day 
and New Year’s Day. They 
will also close early at 4pm 
on Christmas Eve and New 
Year’s Eve. Riverside Sports 
Complex, Chester-le-Street, 
will close on Friday, 22nd 
December and reopen on 
Tuesday, 2nd January.
Library opening times vary. 
Visitors are advised to 
contact their local library or 

visit the council’s website to 
check times.
Day centres for adults will 
be closed on Bank Holidays, 
including Christmas Day, 
Boxing Day and New Year’s 
Day.
Children’s centres, mean-
while, will close or have re-
stricted opening times over 
the Christmas period. Users 
are advised to contact their 
local centre or One Point hub 

to check whether it is open.
Register offices will be 
closed on all Bank Holidays 
- Christmas Day, Boxing Day, 
and New Year’s Day. Offices 
in Bishop Auckland, Barnard 
Castle and Aykley Heads, 
in Durham, will be open 
between Christmas and New 
Year but will operate on an 
appointments basis only. To 
make an appointment, call 
03000 266 000.
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Heating & 
Plumbing Services

Gas Safe Registered
Boiler Servicing

Repairs 
Upgrades

All Plumbing & Gas Work
Free Quotes

Phone Paul on
07967 679 998
Ferryhill Based

Year 6 pupils from St John’s School with their traditional Christingles. 

Christingles,  candles  &  parties

With a weekend of Chris-
tingles, candles and 
parties, Saint John’s 
Church was filled with 
Christmas cheer over the 
weekend. 
With over 200 children 
from St. John’s CofE 
(Aided) Primary School 
packing into the church 
on Friday 15th December, 
there was a hushed silence 
as their Christingles were 
lit and the opening bars of 
Silent Night drifted around 
the building. 
The children had made the 
Christingles, comprising 
an orange to represent 
the world, a candle to 
represent Jesus as light 
of the world, sweets to 
represent the gifts we 
share, and a red band to 

remind us of Jesus’ death, 
earlier in the week. With 
great support from the 
parents who turned up 
to watch their children 
and enjoy the spectacle 
of the darkened church 
and beautiful singing, the 
feeling of Christmas was 
everywhere. 
On Sunday 17th, St. John’s 
Explorer’s enjoyed their 
traditional party with a 
visit from Santa and tradi-
tional party games, before 
the ever popular nine 
lessons at 6pm. 
The nave was packed as 
people delighted in the 
candle lit church, took 
the opportunity to place 
a name on the tree of 
remembrance, and sing 
traditional carols. 

As the service drew to a 
close the sound of young 
people arriving for the 
Youthy Party began to be 
heard. 
Over 40 young people 
gathered to dance, play 
games, and win prizes, as 
the evening progressed.
Carl Bennett provided the 
disco and the team of vol-
unteer helpers spoke of an 
evening characterised by 
laughter. 
“Christmas is a great op-
portunity” commented 
Rev’d David, “to come 
together in ways that are 
about celebration.
“For being together, and 
enjoying each other costs 
nothing, yet gives so 
much. This is the spirit of 
Christmas in action.”

47-49 Main 
Street, Shildon

01388 772671

30-31 Bondgate
Darlington
01325 463303

Compliments of the season to 
all our friends and customers

Wishing everyone all 
the very best for 2018

Established since 1898

S h i l d o n  R a i l w a y  S p o r t S  &  S o c i a l  C l u b
The committee and staff 

would like to wish all patrons a very 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

We look forward to seeing all members, 
old and new, in the New Year.

SATURDAY 23rd (free)
Local Lad ALAN LAYFIELD new band COOL CONFUSION

BOXING NIGHT (free)
Great Entertainer ANTONIO

THURSDAY 28th (1pm)
ANNUAL OPEN DOMINO HANDICAP: £5 entry (Money 

added) In memory of Robert & Gloria Townson

The Royal Georg e Tavern
Main Street, Shi ldon

Zara & Tom wish all customers 
old and new a Merry Christmas 

and a Prosperous New Year

See you all next year! 

& ORIENTAL DELIGHT

Kelly, Rebecca, Mon & Sheila wish everyone 
A Merry Christmas 

And a Happy New Year

Thanks for your support

57 Church Street, Shildon

Alan Pearson
Joiner & General DIY

Tel Alan: 776250Tel Tony: 776156

We would just like to thank all our clients over 

the last 6 years for their custom & wish you all 

a very Merry Christmas & Happy New Year

Tony Pearson
Gardening & Painting

Dial-A-Cab
Jason, Karen & staff would like to wish everyone 

a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
We are working through the Christmas Holidays 

Now Available 4 to 16 Seaters
We now take payment by card

776969

Thanks for your support 
throughout the year. See you all in 2018!

Merry Christmas and A Happy 
New Year from Les, Emma, Heather, 

Abbie, Fiona & Korin

26 Church Street - 07810 755 948
K’s  Diner Andrew’s Roofing

The complete roofing service
New Roofs - Flat Roofs - Repairs

Slating & Tiling - Felting 
and Pointing

UPVC, Gutters, Fascias, Soffits 
& Flat Roofing Specialist

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

NIGEL DENT CAR & COMMERCIAL 
RE-SPRAY & TYRE SERVICES

99 Albert Street, Shildon, DL4 2DN

Nigel & Staff would like to wish everyone 
Season’s Greetings and Best Wishes 

for the New Year
Thanks for your support!
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Shildon Royal British Legion 
will be holding a Christ-
mas Party at Shildon AFC 
Social Club on Friday 22nd 
December at 7pm. 
A spokesperson said, 
“There will be a disco 
and, as always, full bar fa-
cilities. So come along and 
have an enjoyable night, all 
are welcome.”

The hub and credit union will be closed from 4pm on 
Friday 22nd December

And will re-open at 10am on Thursday 4th January
For more information on savings and loans, contact 

NEfirst on: 03300 553666
For more information on Shildon Alive food aid and 

support, contact: 01388 417600
Merry Christmas & a Happy New Year from our team 

at Shildon Alive!

Credit Union for the North East

19 Church Street, Shildon Tel: 01388 417474

The One Stop Shop
101 Byerley Road, Shildon

Stuart & staff would like to wish 
all their customers, old and 

new, a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year

We have a wide selection of groceries, 
wines, newspapers and magazines. 

Pay Point & Lottery available.

All the very best for the Festive Season & the New Year

Blush Hair salon
11 Adelaide Street, Shildon, DL4 1NT, 01388 304665

Sarah-Jane would like to thank all her customers, 
old and new, for the support throughout the year

Beauty now available with Paige & Becky 
Ring the salon for an appointment

ELM ROAD WMC
Shildon - 01388 772650

Boxing Night
‘LIVVY & THE NOIZE’

New Year’s Eve
Excellent Band ‘RIO’

Plus Disco. Tickets £5

Plus Disco. Tickets £6

The children of Byerley Road Pre-School looked fantastic in their Nativity costumes. 

Pre-school  tots  sparkle  in  
Nativity  show

It’s that time of the year 
again when Byerley Road 
Pre-School perform their 
fantastic Nativity in St 
John’s Church. 
“All the children enjoyed 
this experience and sang 
their hearts out to a full 
church of family members 
and friends,” said a 
spokesperson. “Reverend 
David told the story of the 
Nativity and the children 
all looked amazing in their 
costumes.”

GODFREY’S
THE  

BUTCHERS

All our staff at 
Godfrey’s 
wish our 

customers the 
Compliments of 

the Season

10 Church 
Street, Shildon, 
01388 772884

M & M Pharmacies Ltd
14 Church Street, Shildon

All the staff wish everybody 
A Merry Christmas 

& A Happy New Year
Free Collection & Delivery Service.

Stop Smoking & Anti-Coagulation Clinics.
Our Pharmacist is always available to chat 

about your medicines.

Xmas  
party

The Fox & Hounds
Market Place, Shildon

Nina & Staff would like to wish everyone a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Thanks for your loyal custom & support over 
the past six months.

Karaoke Every Friday | Live Entertainment Every Sunday
New Year’s Day Karaoke

GARNETTS
International Coaches

Wish all their clients 
The compliments of the season

Thanks for your support throughout the year
Booking offices in Shildon, 

Bishop Auckland and Tindale Crescent
For more information ring 01388 604419

Brian’s Pet & Equestrian Supplies

We wish everyone a 
Happy Christmas and a 

Prosperous New 
Year from all!
27 - 29 Church Street, Shildon 

Tel: 776033
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Greenfield’s performance of We Will Rock You delighted audiences. 

Greenfield  rocks  as  auditions 
begin

Students at Greenfield 
Community College have 
been queuing up to get 
involved in this year’s 
school production.  
A spokesperson for the 
school said, “Competition 
for each and every part 
has been fierce and the 
standard of performance 
has made for some very 
difficult decisions as judges 
have been forced to choose 

from such a talented pool 
of performers.
“It will be very difficult 
to live up to last year’s 
show We Will Rock You, 
which proved to be a great 
success, mostly playing to 
full capacity. 
“In April the school put 
together a show stopping 
performance, bringing 
together dance, music and 
drama to create five per-

formances of the West End 
musical featuring songs 
from Queen. Students from 
both the Aycliffe site and 
Sunnydale campus took 
part, working and rehears-
ing for months to bring it 
all together.  
“Families and friends were 
amazed at the overall 
professional feel of the 
production, showcasing 
some exceptional talent 
both on stage and behind 
the scenes.   The audience, 
which included the Mayor, 
were very complimentary.” 
Staff and students at 
Greenfield worked very 
hard to achieve such 
success and are busy 
laying the foundations for 
another great show. Watch 
this space for further infor-
mation and ticket sales.

THE BAY HORSE
middridge - 01325 312653

Mandy, John & staff would like to wish all their 
customers, past and present, the compliments 
of the season and a very prosperous New Year

Looking forward to seeing you all in 2018

HUMBLES GARAGE
TEL: 01388 778070

1 ROBSON STREET SHILDON, DL4 1EB

WE WOULD LIKE TO WISH 
EVERYONE A VERY 

MERRY CHRISTMAS 
AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR!

WE WILL BE CLOSING AT 12 NOON ON 
22nd DECEMBER AND WILL RE-OPEN 

ON TUESDAY 2ND JANUARY

RECOVERY TELEPHONE NUMBER:
07778 11 7778

PM Racing Team
Motorcycle Engineering

We would like to thank all of our 
customers over the last 15 years

Merry Christmas and 
A Happy New Year to Everyone

83 Church Street, Shildon
Tel: 07783335781

Main Street News
99 Main Street, Shildon, 01388 775455

Ian, Val, Sue & Georgia would like 
to thank all their customers 
for their support and custom
Compliments of the season.

We hope to see you all in 2018!
Why not have your papers & magazines 

delivered? Ring 775455

63 Church Street, Shildon Tel: 01388 777000

haystravel.co.uk

Merry Christmas
from

ERICS TRADITIONAL 
FISH & CHIPS

Sara, Dani, Adie and all the staff would like to 
wish all customers a really Merry Christmas 
and all the best for the coming New Year. 

Open Mon - Fri 11am-8pm | Sat 11am-7pm

1 Maple Avenue, Shildon, DL4 2AQ
01388 773232 / 01388 776549

99 Albert Street, Shildon, DL4 2DN

New Tyres - Various Brands
Very competitive prices
All fitted while you wait
We are stockists of Landsail Tyres

Tel: 01388 777689

Domestics Direct 
AppliAnce repAirs

Washing Machines, Tumble 
Dryers, Electric Cookers, 

Vacuum Cleaners, Dish Washers

free locAl cAll out

Call Darren
Daytime: 07949 905 581
Evening: 01388 721 882

FESTIVE  FUN!
What do Santa’s 
little helpers 
learn at school?

The elf-abet!

The Three Tuns
Association Street, Shildon, 01388 772955

Best Wishes and Season’s 
Greetings from Billy, Heather 

& staff. Thanks for your 
support throughout the year.



Friday 22nd December 2017 Shildon & District Town CrierIssue 849Page 16

Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...

The Running Club held their annual awards night on Sunday 17th December. 
Pictured: the winners with their awards. 

Shildon  Running  &  Athletic  
Club  celebrate  a  successful  year

Sunday 17th December 
saw Shildon Running & 
Athletic Club celebrate 
the festive season with a 
team of runners participat-
ing in the annual Poultry 
Run, followed by the club 
awards night.
The Loftus & Whitby 
Poultry Run has been held 
just before Christmas for 
34 years. It is a multi-
terrain event and this year 
saw a team of Shildon 
runners take part in Christ-
mas fancy dress.
Despite the freezing cold 
conditions and sleet, all 
of the Shildon runners are 
planning to take part again 
next year!
On Sunday evening over 35 

club members got together 
for the annual SRAC awards 
night, celebrating the 
achievements of the club 
over the past 12 months. 
The award winners were: 
Female Handicap winner 
(based on improvement at 
the monthly “handicap” 
race) - Vivienne Rudge; 
Male Handicap winner - Bob 
Treby; Overall Handicap 
winner - Bob Treby; Most 
improved Female runner 
- Hazel Johnson; Most 
Improved Male runner - 
Richard Trowles; Clubman 
of the Year - Ian Rudge; 
Chairman’s Award - Dave 
Anderson.
And on a final, and very 
happy festive note, Kat 

Aspey and Dan Carney, two 
runners who met at the 
Club, have got engaged. 
Everyone at SRAC is de-
lighted at the news, and 
wish the couple every hap-
piness in the coming years.
If you’re interested in 
joining Shildon Running 
& Athletic Club, you can 
contact them by email at 
secretary@ shildonrunning.
co.uk or if you’re a runner 
over the age of 18, go along 
and join them for a run on 
Mondays and Wednesdays 
at 6.15pm at Shildon Sun-
nydale Leisure Centre. 
You can find out more at 
www.shildonrunning.co.uk 
and follow them on Twitter 
@ShildonRunning.

Shildon Running & 
Athletic Club would like 
to wish everyone a very 
Merry Christmas and 

a Happy 2018

REDWORTH  FILLING  STATION
Redworth Road, Shildon, 01388 776440

Jaki, Manageress and all the staff wish everyone the 
compliments of the season & all the best for 2018

We are open 24 hours - 7 days a week, including 
Christmas Day & New Year’s Day

Thanks for your support during the year

Old  Shildon  WMC
01388 772173

Officials & Committee would like to thank Michael & all 
the staff and members, old & new, for their loyal support. 

Season’s Greetings to everyone and special thanks to 
everyone who has helped us out over the past year.

SUPER SUNDAY CHRISTMAS EVE AFTERNOON
The Fabulous KRISSY 

+ Bingo / Domino Handicap (Money Added)

BOXING DAY
Belta Live Music From 

THE KENT COLLECTIVE
All free entry

New Year’s Day
The great HODGE

FESTIVE DINGBATS
(1) Midnight Mass. (2) Mixed Nuts. (3) Snowball. (4) Mince 
Pies [Mints Pies]. (5) Frankinsense. (6) Festive Season [Cs on]. 
(7) White Christmas. (8) Peace on Earth. (9) Season’s Greet-
ings. (10) Twelfth Night. (11) Kisses under the Mistletoe. (12) 
Opening Presents. (13) Tinsel [t in sel]. (14) Holy Days. (15) 
Noel, Noel.   

JOHN’S  
HAIRDRESSING
52 Church Street, 

Shildon

John would like to 
wish everyone the 

compliments 
of the season

Have a 
Merry 

Christmas 
and a 

Happy New 
Year

Thanks for your 
support over the last 

23 years

SIMPSONS
24 Church Street, Shildon

Ken & Adam wish everyone a 
Merry Christmas and a 
Prosperous New Year

Tel: 01388 777709
65 Years in Business

National Shoe Repair Competition Winners

Shildon Food For Less
30 Church Street, Shildon | Tel: 777757

Pauline, Dave & staff wish everyone 
the compliments of the season, 
and thank their customers for  their 

support throughout the year. 

We are now open until 6pm

The staff at Shildon AFC 
Social Club wish all of 
their loyal customers 

and supporters a Merry 
Christmas & a Happy 

New Year

NAME THAT TUNE
(1) Fairytale of New York - The Pogues featuring Kirsty 
MacColl. (2) Stop the Cavalry - Jona Lewie. (3) Let it Snow, 
Let it Snow, Let it Snow - Vaughn Monroe. (4) All I want for 
Christmas is you - Mariah Carey. (5) I want a Hippopotamus 
for Christmas - Gayla Peevey. (6) Do They Know its Christ-
mas - Band Aid. (7) Step into Christmas - Elton John. (8) 
White Christmas - Irving Berlin. (9) Thank God its Christmas 
- Queen. (10) It’s the Most Wonderful Time of the Year - Andy 
Williams. (11) Last Christmas - WHAM! (12) I Wish it Could be 
Christmas Every Day - Wizzard. (13) Santa Baby - Eartha Kitt. 
(14) Christmas Wrapping - The Waitresses. (15) Mistletoe and 
Wine - Cliff Richard. (16) I Saw Mommy Kissing Santa Claus 
- Jimmy Boyd. (17) Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas 
- Judy Garland. (18) Happy Christmas (War is Over) - John 
Lennon.   
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