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Anyone travelling the roads 
of South West Durham 
on Sunday afternoon, or 
taking a stroll in Shildon, 
may have been curious to 

Aycliffe  Bike  Club  visit  Elm  
Road  Club  on  Santa   Run

see large numbers of mo-
torbikes touring between 
local villages and towns. 
The bikes belonged to 
members of the Aycliffe 

Aycliffe Bike Club (inset at Elm Road Club) collected a massive number of gifts (main 
picture) on their annual Santa Run this year. 

BARGAIN BUYS
Shafto Way, Newton Aycliffe, DL5 5QN

Telephone: 01325 321678

BEKO APPLIANCES FROM EURONICS

CCFH1675W
175cm tall, 
60cm wide
60cm deep

Beko 8kg Sensor Dry 
Condensor, 

Easy Iron Function
Free removal of old 
appliance when you 
mention this advert

Beko 60cm Ceramic 
Double Oven Cooker

(also available in black)
Free install when you 
mention this advert

BUY NOW PAY LATER - 0% APR AVAILABLE

WE EVEN DO BEDS & BEDROOM FURNITURE

BIG SIZE MENSWEAR
2XL to 8XL

47-49 Main Street, Shildon, DL4 1AF
Tel: 01388 772671  web: www.hackettandbaines.co.uk

Park outside and shop at leisure

SPECIAL PURCHASE
4’ 6” Double Divan
With Two Drawers

FREE Headboard
FREE Delivery in 

time for Christmas!

£399
Now

£299
Limited offer

Even though the night was 
cold, hundreds of residents 
turned out for the annual 
Civic Carol Service at 
the Shildon Civic Hall on 
Sunday 10th December.
The Service was organised 
by Town Mayor, Cllr Shirley 
Quinn in conjunction with 
Churches Together in 
Shildon.  
St. Joseph’s RCVA School 
Choir from Coundon and 
the Tearaways Theatre 
group performed for the 
audience, together with 
the Shildon Salvation Army 
Band. 
During the service, Bible 
readings were recited by 
Amelia Clarkson and the 
mayor.

A spokesperson for Shildon 
Town Council said: “Thank 
you to Churches Together 
in Shildon and all those who 
took part and attended 
the service, which raised 
money for the mayor’s 
charities and the Churches 
Together.
Cllr Quinn added: “I was 
overwhelmed by the 
number of people who con-
tributed, in many different 
ways.
“I would like to offer my 
thanks to everyone who 
came along and to say a 
special thank you to the 
pupils of St Joseph’s in 
Coundon and Churches 
Together for organising 
such a wonderful event.”

Town  gathers  for  
civic  carol  service

@ShildonCrier
Bike Club who were out 
and about on their annual 
Santa Run, this year col-
lecting gifts and toys on 
behalf of Bishop Auckland 
Women’s Refuge. 
The group began and ended 
their run at the Turbinia in 
Newton Aycliffe, travelling 
in between to the Victoria 
in Witton Le Wear before 
continuing on to the 
Durham Ox, Coundon, the 
Surtees Arms in Ferryhill 
Station, the Greyhound 
and Post Boy in Ferryhill, 
Half Moon in Kirk Mer-
rington, the Ship Inn, Mid-
dleton with a final stop at 
Elm Road Club in Shildon 
before returning to the 
Turbinia for broth and hot 
drinks.
Customers at Elm Rd Club 
donated £500, which was 
used to buy toys in Shildon.
The Santa Run was cel-
ebrating its tenth anni-
versary this year and the 
bikers were accompanied 
on their journey by a fire 
engine, kitted out to carry 
the massive collection of 
gifts gathered along the 
way. 
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Events at the 
Salvation Army this 

December 
Cross Street, Shildon

Sun 17th Dec, 6pm 

Corps Carol Service & Memory Tree

Sun 24th Dec, 10am 

Morning Service only

Mon 25th Dec, 10am 

Christmas Day Service

Sun 31st Dec, 10am 

Morning Service only

Cleveland and Durham 
Police’s joint specialist 
operations unit will launch 
‘Operation Dragoon’ to 
target dangerous drivers.
Following on from its 
success at Northumbria 
Police, the operation will 
target the criminal and an-
ti-social use of the roads in 
the Cleveland and Durham 
area. It officially began on 
December 13th.
Ch Inspector Graham 
Milne from the Cleveland 
and Durham Specialist 
Operations Unit (CDSOU) 
said: “We are continuing 
to identify and deal with 
high risk drivers; includ-
ing those driving danger-
ously, without insurance, 

Operation  targets  
dangerous  drivers

driving whilst disqualified 
or under the influence of 
drink or drugs, who pose a 
serious risk to themselves 
and innocent drivers. Their 
thoughtless behaviour will 
not be tolerated.
"Targeting these criminals 
is part of our day to day 
work but we will now do 
this under the Op Dragoon 
brand to promote what we 
do to keep our roads a safer 
place. We remain more 
committed than ever.”
The forces are encouraging 
people to keep an eye on 
their social media pages 
and to follow #OpDragoon 
to see the everyday work 
carried out by their road 
policing unit.  

In Memoriam

Birthday Memories

Birthdays

Christmas Wishes

Audrey Fitzgerald
18.12.13

I miss you so much, more 
and more each day,

There’s an aching in my 
heart that never goes away.
Our love for each other was 

special,
This I know is true,

You loved me oh so much
As much as I still love you

Your loving Husband,
Dave
xxx

Audrey Fitzgerald
18.12.13

A beloved Grandma and 
Great Grannie

Loved eternally,
Christopher, Faye & Cody

xxx

May the winds of Heaven 
blow softly

And whisper in your ear,
How much we love and 

miss you
And wish that you were 

here

Audrey Fitzgerald
“Ma”

Missed and loved every 
single day

Gary, Nicola, Beckyjo, 
Jamie & Jordan

xx

Audrey Fitzgerald
18.12.13

Mam
You left us beautiful 

memories
Your love is still our guide,
Although we can’t see you

You walk by our side

Loved always,
Elaine, Stephen & Adam

xx

Audrey Fitzgerald
18.12.13

Gone but never forgotten

Andrew

Audrey Fitzgerald
18.12.2013

Mother
Loving memories

All our love,
Michael, Melanie, Michaela

xxx

In Memoriam

Eleanor Barnes
15.12.09

Your love is still our guide
And although we cannot 

see you
You are always by our side

Love, Mary, Ann & all the 
family

xxx

Remembering Dad, who 
died 26.2.2000

Alexander Ellison
15.12.16

One year ago you left me 
with a broken heart, my 

soulmate, my everything.
In life I loved you dearly, in 

death I love you still

Yours always,
Mabel

x

Alexander Ellison
15.12.16

A loving Dad now at rest
For each of us he did his 

best,
His love was great
His heart was kind,

A beautiful memory left 
behind

Love and miss you always,
Dad, 

Kathleen, Steve, David 
& Carol

Alexander Ellison
15.12.16

To hear your voice
To see you smile

To sit and talk to you a 
while,

To be together in the same 
old way

Would be my dearest wish 
today

Love you,
Christine & Clyde

In Memoriam

David Banks
Have a Happy Birthday Son

With our loved ones up 
above, and know I’m 

thinking of you,
And sending you my love

Happy 50th
That’s my girl

Joanne Dixon

Lots of love,
Mam & all the family

Talbot

50!

Dennis Fuller
15th December

Happy 60th Birthday

Lots of love, 
From all your family

xxx

60!

Best

Lily & Joe Best would like to 
wish all family and friends 
a Merry Xmas and a Happy 

New Year

Ewbank

To all friends & neighbours.

Best wishes,
Denis, Mavis Ewbank 

& family

Christmas Wishes

Services
MOVING A THING? From £14. 
Call Phil. Phone 01325 321084 
or 07790 509925

Found
LADIES WALKING STICK Left 
in Ferguson’s Fruit Shop. Now in 
the Town Crier Office.
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The three masked men made off with a significant amount of property from a home in 
High Street, Eldon Lane. Image: Google 
Police are appealing for 
witnesses after three 
masked robbers entered 
a property in High Street, 
Eldon Lane armed with a 
machete before making 
off with cash, jewellery, 
cigarettes and Christmas 
presents.
Detective Sergeant 
Gareth Hodgson from 

Darlington CID, said: “The 
robbers assaulted one 
of the homeowners and 
made threats of extreme 
violence.
“They conducted an 
untidy search of the house 
before making off with 
a significant amount of 
property. Thankfully the 
victims were not seriously 

injured during this ordeal, 
however they were left 
terrified and shocked.”
The shocking incident 
occurred at around 
5.30pm on Sunday 10th 
December.
Anyone with information 
is urged to contact DS 618 
Gareth Hodgson at Bishop 
Auckland CID on 101.

CLASSIFIED FORM:

Post or hand this form into:
3-4 First Floor Offices, Town Council Building, 
Civic Hall Square, Shildon, DL4 1AH. 
Please note: All prices include VAT at standard rate of 20%

OCCASION: (Please tick)
 Birthday   Obituary
 Anniversary   For Sale
 Birth   To Let
 Congratulations  Services
 Appreciations  Other (state):
 Memoriam   .....................
Number of separate messages:..............
Message(s): Please write in clear BLOCK CAPITALS and continue on a 
   separate piece of paper if necessary

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

Total number of words = ............
Amount x 0.42p, (includes VAT): ..........................
Photograph included? (£7.20) Yes        No
(if yes, please include a stamped addressed envelope if you would like your picture returning)

Total (inc. photo): ..........................................
Name: ........................................................................................
Address: .....................................................................................
...................................................................................................
Contact number: ........................................................................
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Robbers  armed  with  machete  
invade  home  in  Eldon  Lane

Over 80 people attended the fun quiz at Shildon Methodist Church. 

Festive  quiz  night  gets  brains  
ticking

A great evening of fun and 
friendship was enjoyed by 
over 80 folks attending 
Shildon Methodist Church’s 
latest quiz evening. 
The ‘little grey cells’ were 
exercised taking part in 

the Christmas themed quiz 
with supper enjoyed at half 
time. 
A spokesperson for the 
event said, “A huge thank 
you to all those who sup-
ported us, over £450 was 

raised. Well done also to 
those who help to stage 
our events. 
“Happy Christmas to 
everyone, see you all in 
the New Year at our Murder 
Mystery evening.” 
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At the next meeting 
of Shildon and District 
Flower Club, on Monday 
8th January,  Lynne 
Dent from Woolybacks 
in Stanhope visits to 
talk about her passion - 
knitting. 
Not only does Lynne sell 
wool and patterns, but 
she designs and knits 
historically correct items 
for well-known television 

programs such as Inspec-
tor George Gently.
“This will be an entertain-
ing and fascinating evening 
focusing on a popular 
activity that is currently 
having a revival,” said a 
spokesperson.
The meeting will take 
place at Shildon Civic Hall 
at 7.30pm and is free to 
members. Visitors £5. All 
welcome.

From  the  Woolybacks  
to  Shildon

HUMBLES GARAGE
01388 778070  |  07778 117 778

1 ROBSON STREET SHILDON, DL4 1EB

WE ARE NOW CLOSED ON SATURDAYS

MOTs - MOTORBIKES, 
CARS AND VANS

SERVICING
TYRES

EXHAUSTS

Christmas 
Messages

Why not send Seasons Greetings to your loved 

ones this Christmas with a message in The 

Crier?

Classifieds cost 42p per word, plus £7.20 for an 

optional photograph (VAT inc).

The Christmas edition of The Crier will be 

distributed on Thursday 21st December. The 

deadline for submissions for this issue will be 

Monday 18th December at noon.

You can bring your classifieds to us upstairs 

in Shildon Town Council Building, Civic Hall 

Square, Shildon, DL4 1AH. Alternatively, submit 

your messages by email to crier@talk21.com 

and then call us on 01388 775896 to pay by 

card.

All messages must be submitted no later than 

12 Noon on deadline day.

Police are warning shoppers to be careful of counterfeit 
goods this Christmas. 

Shoppers  warned  to  stay  away 
from  counterfeit  goods
Christmas shoppers on 
the hunt for a bargain are 
being warned to steer clear 
of counterfeit goods. 
Durham County Council’s 
trading standards team has 
issued the warning ahead 
of the Christmas shopping 
rush, where a spike in 
demand for luxury brands 
can lead to an increase in 
the offering of counterfeit 
goods. 
In addition to often being 
inferior in quality to 
real-brand items, these 
knock-off goods can also 
pose a safety risk, par-
ticularly with fake elec-
trical items such as hair 
styling products, toys, and 
perfumes. 
Joanne Waller, Durham 
County Council’s head of 
environment, health and 
consumer protection, said: 
“We urge consumers to 
stay clear of counterfeit 
goods to ensure you have a 
safe Christmas. 
“Our message to counter-
feit sellers is that no one is 
above the law. 
“Anyone selling fake items 
from their home, using 
social media or business 
premises, should expect a 
knock at their door from 
the authorities. 
“Selling, offering for sale 
and possessing counterfeit 
goods for sale are serious 
offences, and offenders 
could face the prospect of 
ten years in prison as well 
as unlimited fines.
“Far from being a victim-
less crime, counterfeit-
ing is part of the hidden 
economy, with links to 
other areas of criminal-

ity funding the lifestyle 
of criminals involved and 
taking money out of local 
communities.
“In addition, sellers of 
counterfeit goods could 
have their assets seized 
through the courts under 
the Proceeds of Crime 
Act”.

Anyone with information 
about the sale of coun-
terfeit goods can contact 
the Consumer Helpline by 
calling 03454 04 05 06.
Consumers can find advice 
about shopping safely 
online at www.getsafeon-
line.org or via www.action-
fraud.police.uk.

This  week  in  History

Norwegian Roald 
Amundsen becomes the 
first explorer to reach 
the South Pole, beating 
his British rival, Robert 
Falcon Scott by over a 
month.

14 December 1911

Legendary singer James 
Brown, also known as 
the “Godfather of Soul” 
is jailed for six and a half 
years after going on a 
“reckless” crime spree in 
September.

15 December 1988

At approximately 8am, 
German battle cruisers 
begin a heavy bombard-
ment of Hartlepool and 
Scarborough, killing 130 
civilians and wounding 
another 500.

16 December 1914

Near Kitty Hawk, North 
Carolina, Orville and 
Wilbur Wright make the 
first successful flight 
in history of a self-pro-
pelled, heavier-than-air 
aircraft.

17 December 1903

On this day, Hector Hugh 
Munro, better known as 
short story writer Saki, 
is born in Burma. Munro 
was killed in France during 
action in World War I.

18 December 1870

The Apollo lunar-landing 
program ends when the 
last three astronauts to 
travel to the moon, on 
Apollo 17, splash down 
safely in the Pacific 
Ocean.

19 December 1972
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Bargain Buys Appliance Repairs
Shafto Way, Newton Aycliffe - Tel: 01325 321678

Repairs to Domestic Appliance Machines including:
Washers - Tumblers - Microwaves
Dishwashers - Cookers etc

Free Quotes and No Call Out Fee

Tel: 01325 321678

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

SUPPORT FOR CARERS
A range of support services are provided for carers of 

all ages through local carer support organisations.
Services include advice and emotional or practical support.

There’s also a Carers Emergency Support Services

If you are 18+, contact Durham County Carers Support on

0300 005 1213
If you are under 18, contact Family Action “The Bridge” on 

0191 383 2520

Need to check council 
decisions, boundaries and 

rights of way, or obtain copies 
of baptisms or marriage in  

church certificates?
Want to trace your family 

history or find out what life was 
like in your home town?

Then contact Durham County 
Council’s Archives Service on:

03000 267 619

record.office@durham.gov.uk
www.durhamrecordoffice.org.uk

“Croes Newydd 1966” – Photo: John Hillier.

One of the photos which will be on display in “Rail Cameramen”, an exciting new 
exhibition featuring the photographic artistry of many of the UK’s leading railway 
photographers, at Locomotion from January 20th to March 4th, 2018.

Stunning  rail  photography  
exhibition  set  for  January

“Rail Cameramen”, an 
exciting new exhibition 
featuring the photographic 
artistry of many of the UK’s 
leading railway photogra-
phers, will be on show at 
Locomotion from January 
20th to March 4th, 2018.
The exhibition is by members 
of the Rail Camera Club, who 
have been familiar figures at 
the lineside for many years. 
The display features images 
from 36 RCC members, in-
cluding material from past 
members such as WJV ‘Bill’ 
Anderson and Eric Treacy. 
Some original Eric Treacy 
prints will be displayed, in 
addition to his cameras. 
Some very early images from 
the Science Museum Group 
archive and the Paul Getty 
Collection will also be on 
view.
The Rail Camera Club had 
its origins in the prestig-
ious Railway Photographic 
Society, which Maurice 
W Early formed in 1922 
and continued until 1976 
when ‘MWE’, its Secretary 
throughout its 54 years, 
decided to ‘retire’. 
Membership of the Railway 

Photographic Society was by 
invitation only, and over the 
years, virtually all the top 
railway photographers were 
members.
As a result of the circula-
tion of ‘boxes’ of prints for 
fellow members to see and 
comment on, the standard 
of railway photography 
improved significantly.
In 1976, Stephen Crook, the 
respected Carlisle-based 
photographer, decided that 
the RPS should be resur-
rected under the guise 
of the Rail Camera Club. 
Several ex-RPS members 
were interested, and once 
again ‘boxes’ of pictures of 
railway subjects began cir-
culating.
Although the age of digital 
photography really took 
off in the mid-1970s, RCC 
members favoured the op-
portunity of taking time to 
examine and comment on 
colleagues’ prints in details 
– and two Folio Boxes, 
packed with pictures, were 
circulated about six months’ 
apart, a practice that con-
tinues.
The 100th RCC Folio began 

circulating in December 
2017 – and this exhibition at 
Locomotion is one of the ac-
tivities which commemorate 
this milestone.
The exhibition opens at 
Locomotion at 2pm on 
Saturday January 20th, 
2018, when many of the 
RCC guests and other dis-
tinguished guests will be 
present. The 128-page 
hardback book “Rail Cam-
eramen” published by 
Silver Link Publishing which 
features not only all the 
images in the exhibition, but 
many others too will also be 
launched.
A number of associated 
events and activities linking 
in with the exhibition will 
be available at Locomotion 
during the display period – 
information will be listed on 
www.locomotion.org.uk
The exhibition is sponsored 
by Hitachi Rail Europe; 
Bachman Europe plc; the 
Bluefin Group; the Railway 
Magazine; and the Bahamas 
Locomotive Society.
For more information, 
contact Locomotion on 
01904 685780.

At 6pm on Sunday 
December 17th, the popular 
Saint John’s candlelit carol 
service with a tree of re-
membrance will take place. 
With popular carols, a 
beautiful environment 
and the opportunity to 
remember those no longer 
with us, the service is, for 
many, a chance to pause, 

take stock, and engage with 
Christmas.
There will be an opportu-
nity to enjoy a mince pie 
and chat after the service.
On the same evening, a 
Family Carol Service & 
Memory Tree will also be 
held at the Salvation Army 
on Cross Street, from 6pm. 
All are welcome. 

Candlelit  carol  
service

Shildon Alive, are looking 
for warm coats, hats, 
and scarves for local 
people feeling the cold, 
amid warnings that in 
cold weather, there is 
a 40% increase in heart 

attacks. 
Spares can be dropped in 
to Shildon Alive in Church 
Street on Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and 
Fridays between 10am 
and 4pm.

Donate  unwanted  
coats

Caught 
you 
looking!

Advertise your business here! 
T: 01388 775896  /  07909992731

E: crier@talk21.com

facebook.com/
shildontowncrier
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The Busy Bees fundrais-
ing group held a Bonanza 
Christmas Raffle recently.
The prizes and winning 
ticket numbers were as 
follows;
• 1st: Festive Christmas 

Hamper - No. 33;
• 2nd: Designer Handbag - 

No. 55;
• 3rd: Santa’s Dog & Mini 

Christmas Cake - No. 2;
• 4th: Baylis & Harding 

Collection - No. 23;
• 5th: Black Panda / Black 

Magic Chocs - No. 74;
• 6th: Cosmetic Organiser 

& Mirror - No. 19;

• 7th: Teddy Door Stop, 
Toblerone & Mini Christ-
mas Cake - No. 80;

• 8th: Musical Barrel / 
Gingerbread Men - No. 
1;

• 9th: Teddy & Shortbread 
- No. 72;

• 10th: Hamlet Assort-
ment Chocs - No. 59.

If you are a lucky winner, 
contact Marion on 774519 
to claim your prize.
“To everyone out there 
who has donated, bought 
and supported us this 
year, thank you, you are 
priceless,” said Marion.

Bonanza  Christmas  
Raffle

Residents are being made aware of changes to the nor-
mal refuse collection dates during the festive holidays.

Festive  refuse  and  recycling  in 
County  Durham
Residents in Shildon 
are being reminded of 
changes to refuse and 
recycling collections over 
the Christmas period.
Bins will be emptied 
as normal up to and 
including Friday, 22nd 
December.
However, all collec-
tions during the week 
beginning Monday, 25th 
December will be a day 
later than normal.
This means that anyone 
whose rubbish or recycling 
is due to be collected on 
Tuesday, 26th December, 
for example, should put 
their bin out the follow-
ing day, Wednesday, 27th 
December.
Collections due to take 
place on Friday, 29th 
December will be carried 
out on Saturday, 30th 
December.
Normal collections will 
resume on Tuesday, 2nd 
January, 2018.
The last day for bulky 
waste and white goods 
collections will be Friday, 
22nd December, with 
the service resuming on 
Tuesday, 2nd January. To 
book a collection online, 
visit www.durham.gov.
uk/bulkywaste.
The council will once 
again be offering a 
collection service for 
real Christmas trees. 
Bookings, for collection 
in the New Year, can be 
made by visiting www.
durham.gov.uk or calling 
03000 260 000 between 
Monday, 18th December 
and Sunday, 7th January.
Real Christmas trees can 
also be taken to any of 
the council’s Household 
Waste Recycling Centres 
(HWRC). To check opening 
times, visit www.durham.
gov.uk/hwrc.
Anyone visiting a HWRC in 
a van, pick-up, mini-bus 
or towing a trailer will 
need to apply for a 
permit in advance by 
calling 03000 260 000 or 
visiting www.durham.

g o v . u k / h o u s e h o l d 
permit.
If you require a waste 
permit for use over the 
Christmas and New Year 
period, you must apply 
before noon on Friday, 
15th December.
Residents are also 
reminded to Bin it Right 
in order to reduce recy-
cling contamination.
Check which items should 
be placed in which bin by 
visiting www.durham.gov.
uk/whatgoeswhere.
And if you’re getting 
new furniture in time 
for Christmas or buying 
electrical appliances in 
the sales, remember to 
dispose of old items re-
sponsibly.
Don’t leave them in your 
yard, garden or street 
for a ‘man with a van’ to 
collect as they may end 
up being flytipped.
Items can be taken to 
any HWRC or donated 
to charity. Details of 

furniture reuse charities 
can be found at www.
durham.gov.uk/reuse.
Cllr Brian Stephens, 
Durham County Coun-
cil’s Cabinet member for 
neighbourhoods and local 
partnerships, said: “The 
Christmas and New Year 
period is a busy one for 
everybody, but it’s im-
portant that we take time 
to ensure that we dispose 
of our rubbish and recy-
cling responsibly.
“Information on all of 
our waste and recycling 
services is available on 
our website, where resi-
dents can also book bulky 
waste and real Christmas 
tree collections, order a 
permit and check their 
rubbish and recycling col-
lection days.”
To download a bin col-
lection calendar, visit 
www.durham.gov.uk and 
enter your house number 
and postcode into the My 
Durham section.

Do you 
have 
leaflets 
for your 
business?

The Crier is 
delivered to 
around 
6,000 
homes
Leaflets distributed 
from just 3p each. 
Call 
(01388) 775 896 
to arrange distribution

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

The next Souper Friendly 
Kitchen at Shildon Method-
ist Church is taking place 
on Tuesday 9th January 
2018.
“Why not come along and 
join us at 12 noon for a 
warming bowl of soup and a 

bread roll, plus tea, coffee 
and biscuits, all for just 
£1,” said a spokesperson.
After lunch, guests are 
invited to stay and so-
cialise, enjoying a game 
of dominoes, scrabble or 
pool.

Souper  friendly  
kitchen

The Shildon AFC Support-
ers’ Club lottery’s latest 
draw took place at the 
Shildon AFC social club on 
Sunday 10th December.
There was no winner of 
the £800 jackpot prize 
with the six numbers 

drawn from the bag being: 
1, 2, 5, 9, 10 and 12. The 
consolation prize of £25 
was won by K Boulton.
This week, players should 
select six numbers from 
the remaining 11 to win a 
jackpot of £850.

Lottery  latest

07760 886 769

All aspects of internal 
and external plastering 
covered. Damp proofing 
specialist. Call today for 

your free quotation

LJL Plastering  
Services 
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Police are urging owners 
of keyless entry cars to 
protect themselves from 
theft as a growing crime 
trend emerges.
Durham Constabulary says 
that keyless entry car theft 
is gaining proliferation na-
tionally as criminals exploit 
technology to steal high 
value vehicles.
Criminals manipulate 
the vulnerabilities of the 
keyless system by captur-
ing the signal from the 
car’s fob and fooling the 
vehicle into believing the 
keys are with the vehicle 
so that it can be opened, 
started and driven away 
within minutes.
PC Dave Taylor, from 
Durham Constabulary’s or-
ganised crime team, said: 
“While the risk of having 
your vehicle stolen in 
County Durham and Cleve-
land remains low compared 
to other areas of the UK, 
it is without a doubt that 
there are criminals in our 
area who have the technol-
ogy to steal vehicles.”
Now the force is urging 
people to use a ‘Faraday 
bag’ to protect themselves 
from being a victim of this 
crime. 
Drivers can store their keys 
in a Faraday bag to prevent 
any unwanted communica-
tion between the vehicle 
and its keys. The bags are 
made of flexible metallic 
fabric and are used to 
block out electromagnetic 
fields.
Superintendent Kerrin 
Wilson from the Cleveland 
and Durham Specialist 
Operations Unit (CDSOU), 
said: “Vehicle security 

technology is constantly 
being advanced by vehicle 
manufacturers but unfor-
tunately technology is also 
being developed and used 
by criminals to combat 
these new measures.
“We want to be one step 
ahead of the criminal fra-
ternity and are working 
in partnership with car 
dealers across County 
Durham, Darlington and 
Cleveland to prevent the 
crime.
“The use of Faraday bags 
is a low cost effective 
solution and by popping 
your keys into the bag, the 
signal will be blocked and 
your car will be safe.
“The other added benefit 
is to put your mobile 
phone in the bag when 
driving thus blocking the 
signal, stopping your phone 
from distracting you and 
reducing the temptation to 
check your messages.
“Distractions such as 
mobile phones when 
driving contributes to a 
huge amount of road traffic 
collisions.
 “Be safe, be secure, and 
get one of these bags.”
Surveys have shown that 
13% of people leave their 
car keys on their hallway 
table; 25% leave their keys 
in a key pot or on a key 
hook and 15% put them in 
a drawer downstairs.
Supt Wilson added: 
“Putting your keys in a 
drawer may make you feel 
safe as they are out of 
sight, however this does 
not deter or protect you 
from being a victim of this 
kind of theft. A Faraday 
bag will.”

Warning  to  keyless  
entry  car  drivers

Peter Pan is the panto of choice for this year’s joint production between The Tearaways 
& CATS Youth Theatre Group. 

A  Pan-tastic  Panto  in  store

Is Christmas about the 
time that you start to think 
about going to see the 
town’s annual pantomime? 
Oh yes it is! 
Local theatre groups The 
Tearaways and CATS have 
joined forces for their pro-
duction of Peter Pan.
A spokeperson said, “Once 
a year the town’s two 
Youth Theatre Groups get 
together to perform a pan-
tomime. This year Peter 

Pan was chosen, so why not 
come along and boo and 
shout at the evil Captain 
Hook, or laugh at the silly 
idiots of a Pirate Crew. 
The Lost Boys are sure to 
have you up dancing in the 
aisles. 
“This is a typical tradition-
al family pantomime with 
lots of music and dancing 
in store to enjoy. So why 
not bring the family and 
friends along?”  

The four shows will per-
formed at the Civic Hall, 
on Thursday 18th, Friday 
19th, and Saturday 20th 
January at 7.30pm, with 
a 2pm matinee on Sunday 
21st January.  
Tickets, priced £5.50 
for adults and £3.50 for 
children can be pre-
booked by ringing 01388  
774838,  or from Timothy 
Hackworth School on 
01388  772959.

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 

factory and saveFREE

Shildon Methodist Church 
is hosting a Nativity 
Festival this Saturday, 16th 
December.
Go along from 10am to see 

many different styles of 
Nativity scene.
Entry is free and seasonal 
refreshments will be avail-
able.

Nativity  festival

Santa was busy meeting children in his Grotto at Holly Lodge’s Festive Fair.

Santa  pays  an  early  visit  to  
Holly  Lodge

Residents at Holly Lodge 
Care Home on Maddison 
Street, Shildon, enjoyed a 
fantastic day on Saturday 
9th December, when they 

held their Christmas Fair.
A spokesperson said, “It 
was a very busy day for 
Santa in his grotto. A big 
thank you to everyone who 

came along and made it a 
huge success. We raised 
well over £600, which will 
be donated to the Holly 
Lodge Residents’ Fund.”
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Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...

              
   Town Crier

  Shildon
 & District

Last weekend’s Shildon 
AFC Over 40s game away to  
Gateshead was cancelled 
due to the icy weather 
conditions.
In the last game of this 
year, the team are sched-
uled to entertain Sunder-
land Pennywell Comrades 
at Hackwork Park on the 
16th December with kick 
off at the normal time of 
10.30am.
The club players will also 
be in the Shildon AFC club-

house on 28th December 
for afternoon drinks.
A spokesperson said: “If you 
are sick of the sight of the 
husband, the wife, the kids, 
turkey or Quality Street, 
have a look down and have a 
Christmas drink with us and 
get your new Shildon Over 
40s merchandise signed by 
your favourite player.
“If the team doesn’t see 
you beforehand, we wish 
you all a very Merry Christ-
mas.”

Over  40s  called  off

Shildon AFC received a 
welcome boost after their 
reverse to Dunston on 
Saturday when fans’ fa-
vourite, Carl Jones (right) 
re-signed for the club after 
a year away from Dean St.
With the side struggling 
for clean sheets, central 
defender Jones is expected 
to prove a solid addition to 
the back four.
Jones was an integral part 
of the title-winning side 
of 2015/16 in his previous 
spell at the club. 
The experienced defender  
has  also played for Hartle-
pool, Gateshead and West 
Auckland.

Shildon  favourite  
returns  to  club

Dunston’s Mark Fitzpatrick (9) restores the visitors’ lead from the penalty spot at a 
frozen Dean Street on Saturday.  Photo: Tom Clegg.

Shildon  slip  up  in  game  that  
should  not  have  been  played

“That should never have 
been played,” was the 
general consensus around 
Dean Street on Saturday 
as Shildon and Dunston 
marched off the rock hard 
field of play with studs 
rattling as if on concrete.
If the words were spoken by 
a Shildon official, neutral 
readers might argue there 
was a distinct taste of sour 
grapes after Shildon went 
down to a heavy 4-1 home 
defeat. 
However, they came from 
the opposition, after their 
victory - although the 
complaints of the visiting 
fans, players and staff 
were muted in a second 
half dominated by Dunston.
Shildon opened their im-
pressive new 200-seat 
stand to the public for 
the first time before the 
match, but the home cel-
ebrations soon froze when 
the action got underway. 
The match referee arrived 
at the ground some three 
hours in advance of play 
and as games across the 
Northern League fell to 
the  weather, observers in 
Shildon were making alter-
native plans for the day. 
It came as a surprise to 
everyone when the surface  
was declared fit and more 
so when the players took to 
the field.
Bemused onlookers were 
unsure whether they were 
watching a football match 
or an audition for Bambi 
on Ice. 

At one point the referee 
threatened to caution 
visiting goalkeeper, Aidan 
Grant - who was unable to  
kick the ball without losing 
his balance and had instead 
resorted to throwing it - if 
he complained again about 
the surface. 
Meanwhile, it was clear 
the players would have to 
make the most of things as 
the match official was in no 
mood to change his inexpli-
cable decision. 
Eight minutes before the 
interval, the visitors made 
the breakthough when 
Grant unleashed one of his 
long throw clearances into 
the heart of the midfield.
With no one able to take 
control, the ball eventu-
ally bobbled in front of 
Joshua Hawkes who let fly 
from fully thirty yards, his 
lobbed volley dipping at the 
final moment to beat Nick 
Liversedge and sail in under 
the bar. 
Shildon replied instantly 
through player-manager, 
Daniel Moore, also with 
a lob but this one more 
deft, beating the keeper 
from a narrow angle before 
drifting into the far side-
netting.
With the game level at 
the break and complaints 
from all sides continuing to 
assualt the referee’s ears, 
the opportunity was there 
to call a halt to proceed-
ings, but the official was 
deaf to the pleas.
It was the disgruntled 

visitors who took the 
pragmatic approach, ac-
cepting the game was to 
be played out regardless 
of the dangers, and so took 
control of the second half.
With Shildon’s players still 
looking like baby giraffes, 
Dunston dug in and knocked 
in three second half goals. 
Shildon centre back Dan 
Groves conceded an un-
necessary penalty at the 
corner of the 18 yard box 
with the Dunston player 
moving away from goal. 
Mark Fitzpatrick kept his 
footing to convert.
Four minutes later, on the 
hour, captain Dale Burrell 
converted at the back post 
as Shildon failed to deal 
with a corner, and to cap 
a miserable afternoon, 
Hawkes notched his second 
and Dunston’s fourth with 
the final kick of the game. 
It should not have been 
played, but when it 
became clear it would be, 
it was the visitors who got 
on with it.
As the top two followed 
proceedings from the 
warmth of their living 
rooms, the defeat leaves 
Shildon in third place in the 
league but is a significant 
dent to their title ambi-
tions.
Next up for Shildon is a 
visit to fourth place North 
Shields on Saturday and is 
now a must win game for 
the promotion hopefuls - 
weather and officials per-
mitting, of course.

SHILDON AFC
FORTHCOMING FIXTURES

ALL FIXTURES WEATHER PERMITTING

Saturday 16th December
Away v North Shields

Saturday 23rd December
Home v Billingham Synthonia
Tuesday 26th December
Away v West Auckland Town

Saturday 30th December
Home v Newcastle Benfield

Wednesday 3rd January
Away v Gateshead (DCC 2nd Round)

Saturday 6th January
Home v Team Northumbria

Follow @NLPostponement on Twitter for official postponement news


