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BIG SIZE MENSWEAR
2XL to 8XL

47-49 Main Street, Shildon, DL4 1AF
Tel: 01388 772671  web: www.hackettandbaines.co.uk

Park outside and shop at leisure

SPECIAL PURCHASE
4’ 6” Double Divan

With Two Drawers
FREE Headboard

FREE Delivery

£399
Now

£299
Limited offer

Locals looking looking for 
some Christmas inspira-
tion or festive treats can 
go along to the Chamber of 
Trade Christmas Market on 
Friday 1st December, in the 
Town Square from 10am 
until 5pm, and take home 
plenty of Christmas cheer!
Meanwhile, market 
shoppers will also be able 
to join in the Christmas 
Parade, which leaves from 
the B&M car park in the 
afternoon. 
To join in the festive family 
fun, meet at the car park 
at 4.15pm. 
Santa and guests will lead 
the procession to the Town 
Square for the official 
‘Switch On’ of the Christ-
mas Tree Lights. 
As the procession arrives at 
the square, Timothy Hack-
worth Primary School Choir 
will be on hand to lead the 

singing of Christmas carols.
Then, from 5pm after the 
market closes, there will 
be free festive family en-
tertainment at the Shildon 
Civic Hall featuring Mr 
Twister, stilt walkers, 
a children’s disco, face 
painting, nail art, and a 
tea cups ride, not to forget 
Santa who is taking time 
out of his busy schedule 
to  meet the children in his 
grotto.
A table top sale will also be 
held in the Civic Hall from 
5pm-7pm, supporting local 
organisations.
“So come along and cel-
ebrate this wonderful time 
of year with us,” said a 
spokesperson for the or-
ganisers.
Christmas Procession 
details are available from 
Shildon Town Council on 
01388 772563.

Christmas  Market  
and  Procession

Elf Ellie Hayes makes friends with the reindeer as the Christmas Fayre at St John’s 
Church gets underway.

A  packed  St  John’s  Christmas  
Fayre  raises  church  funds

With Santa in the sledge, 
and the reindeer standing 
by, the Saint John’s 
Christmas Fayre kicked 

off the Christmas season 
in style on Saturday 25th 
November. 
With Mayor Shirley Quinn 

on holiday, the event was 
opened by deputy mayor, 
Councillor Luan Deakin. 
The queue stretched down 
the church drive as the 
fayre opened with bargains 
and gifts eagerly sought by 
discerning shoppers. 
“Saint John’s is a parish 
church,” explained Canon 
David, “which means it 
does not exist just for 
its congregation but for 
the whole town, and it 
feels like the whole town 
crowded in on Saturday.” 
With almost £3,000 raised 
for church funds, along-
side all that was raised 
on the many charity and 
craft stalls, the buying and 
selling flowed all morning.
“Every penny raised for 
church funds,” added 
Canon David, “is spent in 
Shildon, running the many 
activities of the church, 
including Shildon Alive, 
Shildon Youthy, and much 
more. 
“I am just so grateful to 
everyone for their support. 
The community spirit 
in this town is just jaw 
dropping!”

Lovely 2 Bedroom Property To Let
Hackworth Street, Ferryhill - £375 per month

•  New modern 3 piece bathroom suite with integrated   
thermostatic shower & chrome towel rail

•  New full gas central heating system with combi boiler
•  New carpets & flooring throughout
•  Newly decorated throughout
•  New blinds 
•  UPVC double glazing
•  Modern kitchen
•  Two Good size double 
bedrooms which include 
integrated wardrobes - 
plenty of storage

•  Rear enclosed garden
•  Open plan, spacious - 
dining room & lounge (includes new electric fireplace)

•  DSS ACCEPTED / LOW MOVE IN COSTS

Call: 07814155779
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In Memoriam

Birthdays

Classifieds
All about local people...

Do you 
have 
leaflets 
for your 
business?

The Crier is 
delivered to 
around 
6,000 
homes
Leaflets distributed 
from just 3p each. 
Call 
(01388) 775 896 
to arrange distribution

Gritters, ploughs and snow 
blowers are at the ready, to 
keep the roads and paths of 
County Durham clear and 
safe this winter, according 
to Durham County Council, 
which says it has resources 
on standby to keep roads 
and paths clear of snow 
and ice as temperatures 
drop.
The council’s winter pre-
paredness plan involves 
gritting 45 percent of the 
county’s road networks - 
around 1,060 miles in total. 
Priority routes typically 
include all A roads, most B 
roads, bus routes and other 
known hotspots.
During an average winter, 
the county’s roads will 
be gritted from 80 to 
100 times. Gritting all 

County  Durham  ready  for 
winter

the priority routes costs 
£30,000 each time.
The council is armed with 
thirty seven gritters, 33 
trailer gritters and six 
snow blowers. A fleet of 
50 tractors and ploughs are 
also available should they 
be needed along with hand 
held salt spreaders.
There are forty two 
thousand tonnes of salt 
ready for use and 2,500 
filled salt bins.
Cllr Brian Stephens, 
Cabinet member for neigh-
bourhoods and local part-
nerships, said: “We have an 
extensive road network and 
parts of County Durham 
are prone to bad weather 
in the winter. Indeed the 
Met Office confirm that the 
west of the county has, 

on average, the highest 
number of snow days in 
England.
“We can assure residents 
that our teams will be out 
in the coming months, at 
all hours of the day and 
night, to ensure people’s 
journeys are disrupted as 
little as possible by snow 
and ice.”
Information about where 
and when gritting is taking 
place can be found at 
http://www.durham.gov.
uk/article/6821/Winter-
gritting-routes and on 
Twitter by searching #twit-
tergritterNE.
Further information about 
winter services is available 
at www.durham.gov.uk/
winterinfo or by phoning 
03000 260000.

Durham County Council’s contract manager Neil Summerson; highway services 
manager, Mark Readman; Cabinet member for neighbourhoods and local partnerships, 
Cllr Brian Stephens and head of technical services, John Reed.

James Morris
Jim

28th November 2000
As each day dawns
And starts anew,
As each day ends

I think of you.

Sadly missed,
Loving Wife Janet & family

And in between
As the years go by
No matter where

You are always in my heart

Margaret Brown 
(Nee Hutchinson)
Have a great birthday,
80 years young today

Love, Susan, Lynn, Kelly, 
Dean & families

xx

Acknowledgements

Iris Sear
Peter and family would 

like to thank all family and 
friends for the kindness and 

messages of condolence 
received during their sad 

loss.
Many thanks to Gibson’s 

Funeral Directors for their 
personal and professional 
care and support and to 

the Salvation Army for the 
lovely service.

Many thanks to the 
Civic Hall for the lovely 
refreshments provided.

Services
Hair Design Mobile hairdresser 
Over 25 years’ experience. OAP 
reduced rates. Call Lynn on 
079042 19997.

RM Property Maintenance. No 
job too big or small. Call for a free 
quote. 07494 942 557.

MOVING A THING? From £14. 
Call Phil. Phone 01325 321084 
or 07790 509925.

This  week  in  History

In London, the Crystal 
Palace is destroyed by 
fire.

30 November 1936

Lady Astor becomes the 
first female Member of 
Parliament to take her 
seat in the House of 
Commons of the United 
Kingdom.

1 December 1919

Fidel Castro becomes 
President of Cuba, re-
placing Osvaldo Dorticós 
Torrado.

2 December 1976

NASA loses radio contact 
with the Mars Polar 
Lander moments before 
the spacecraft enters the 
Martian atmosphere.

3 December 1999

Father Jacques Marquette 
founds a mission on the 
shores of Lake Michigan to 
minister to the Illiniwek. 
(The mission would later 
grow into the city of 
Chicago.)

4 December 1674

Great Smog: A cold fog 
descends upon London, 
combining with air pol-
lution and killing at least 
12,000 in the weeks and 
months that follow.

5 December 1952

For Sale
Garage for sale. Hippodrome 
area. Phone 07506 312 172.

Classifieds
Classifieds cost 42p per word + 
£7.20 for an optional photograph. 
Email crier@talk21.com or call 
01388 775896 for details.
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Police are appealing for 
witnesses following an 
incident in the Spout Lane 
area of Shildon, when a dog 
was attacked by another 
dog. 
This occurred on Tuesday 
21st November at around 
7pm. 
“If you have any informa-
tion that may assist the in-

vestigation of this incident, 
then please contact PC 
2856 George Burton on 
101,” urged a spokesper-
son. 
Alternatively, contact 
the independent charity 
Crimestoppers on 0800 
555 111 quoting incident 
number DHM-22112017-
0191.

Dog  attacked  on  
Spout  Lane

HUMBLES GARAGE
01388 778070  |  07778 117 778

1 ROBSON STREET SHILDON, DL4 1EB

WE ARE NOW CLOSED ON SATURDAYS

MOTs - MOTORBIKES, 
CARS AND VANS

SERVICING
TYRES

EXHAUSTS

The final Citizen’s Advice 
session for 2017 will take 
place in Shildon Town 
Council Chambers, from 

10am - 1pm, on Wednesday 
13th December.
No appointment is 
required, simply call in.

CAB  session

The Shildon AFC Support-
ers Club lottery’s latest 
draw took place at the 
Shildon AFC social club on 
Sunday 26th November.
There was no winner of 
the £700 jackpot prize 
with the six numbers 

drawn from the bag being: 
6, 7, 8, 9, 13 and 14. The 
consolation prize of £25 
was won by Geoff Dawson.
This week, players should 
select six numbers from 
the remaining 13 to win a 
jackpot of £750.

Lottery  latest

People are being urged 
to be vigilant following 
a report of a telephone 
fraudster pretending to 
be from the police.
The hoax caller claimed 
they worked for Durham 
Constabulary and was 
carrying out work with 
local schools to reduce 
antisocial behaviour 
through a scheme called 
Bad Apples.
They then requested the 
victim paid £6 to sponsor 
a booklet created as part 
of the scheme.
The victim requested 
that the fraudster send 
the information over in an 
email.
When no email came 
through, the victim 
became suspicious and 

called the police.
A Durham Constabulary 
spokesperson said: “We 
would never ask people 
for money over the phone 
and would urge people to 
be vigilant and hang up on 
fraud.
“Official bodies such 
banks and the police 
do not carry out their 
business in this way. If you 

have any concerns about a 
call, a text or a voicemail 
you have received then 
simply say that you do not 
do business on the phone 
and hang up.”
For further informa-
tion on how to protect 
yourself from fraud visit 
www.takefive-stopfraud.
org.uk

People  urged  to  be  vigilant of  
telephone  fraudsters Caught 

you 
looking!

Advertise your business here! 
T: 01388 775896  /  07909992731

E: crier@talk21.com

Shildon Spiritualist Church 
on Middleton Road host 
regular Services on 
Mondays (Divine Service 
with guest mediums) and 
Wednesdays (Open Circle 

with Practicing Mediums). 
All sessions take place at 
7pm. 
“A warm welcome awaits 
everyone,” said a spokes-
person.

Services  at  the  
Spiritualist  Church

Don Sanders, Provincial Grand Primo (right) presents a cheque for £1,100 to Paul 
Marriott and Janet Brown of St Cuthbert’s Hospice.  

R.A.O.B  support  St  Cuthbert’s  
Hospice

The Bishop Auckland and 
District Province of the 
Royal Antediluvian Order 
of Buffaloes (R.A.O.B.’s) 
Annual Charity Dinner 
took place at Shildon 
Civic Hall on Friday 24th 
November.
During the event Don 
Sanders, their elected 
Provincial Grand Primo 
for 2017, handed over a 
cheque for £1,100 to St 
Cuthbert’s Hospice. 
Receiving this on behalf 

of the Hospice were Paul 
Marriott, Chief Executive 
and Janet Brown, Vice-
Chair of the Board of Di-
rectors. 
Each year the members of 
the Bishop Auckland and 
District Province of the 
R.A.O.B. support a local 
charity chosen by that 
year’s elected PGP.  
Don chose St Cuthbert’s 
Hospice, a local facility in 
Durham, which opened in 
September 1988 to help 

people with life-limiting 
conditions make every 
day count and experience 
greater quality of life. 
St. Cuthbert’s provides a 
Day Service, a 24 hour In-
Patient Unit and also has 
a Family Support Team. 
“It is through fundraising 
and donations that the 
hospice keeps going and 
is enabled to provide care 
and support services free 
of charge,” commented 
Don.

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826527952
01388 720009

J. D GAS 
SERVICES

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out
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SUPPORT FOR CARERS
A range of support services are provided for carers of 

all ages through local carer support organisations.
Services include advice and emotional or practical support.

There’s also a Carers Emergency Support Services

If you are 18+, contact Durham County Carers Support on

0300 005 1213
If you are under 18, contact Family Action “The Bridge” on 

0191 383 2520

Dear Editor,

As in previous years we are hoping to help 
many families during this Christmas period 
who would otherwise not be able to celebrate 
Christmas in the way that many of us do.

If you are able to donate a NEW toy for a 
child or children between the age of 0 - 18 
this Christmas, then we would very much ap-
preciate this. Many of these children would 
normally receive nothing or very little at 
Christmas.  

Our appeal is running from now and we are 
planning to distribute the toys through local 
social services and agencies on the 12th/13th 
December 2017 to enable them to have the 
time to take the toys to the relevant families 
who are in need.

This will only happen if we manage to receive 
enough toys to enable us to do this. Last year 
we were able to support over 400 children 
in our community. If you are able to support, 
this would be very much appreciated. 

You can bring your gift to The Salvation Army 
and we would ensure that your gift will be 
received by those in our community who 
need it most. We can be contacted on 01388 
777358.

Thank you so much for your support this year 
and God bless you all.

Adrian Coupe,
Major,
Commanding Officer
Shildon Corps

Letters Have your say...

Dear Editor,

I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank the Good Samaritan who returned 
my wallet to my letterbox in Shildon after 
I lost it in Bishop Auckland.

Such kind deeds go a long way to restoring 
your faith in humanity.

Name and address supplied.

Adults 
with 
learning 
difficulties 
can 
recieve 
care and 
support. Arrange by phoning 
03000 26 79 79 or 
visiting www.durham.gov.
uk/learningdisabilities

Baptised  at  St  John’s

Reggie Thomas Rutherford with his family on his special day. 

Lewis Jake Robinson with his parents & Godparents at St John’s Church. 

Reverend Tomlinson had 
the pleasure of baptising 
two handsome little boys 
at St John’s Church on 
Sunday 19th November.

Reggie Thomas Ruther-
ford was born on 30th 
April this year to parents 
Mark, a builder, and 
Rebecca, an Accounts Ad-
ministrator.
The couple, from St 
John’s Road, chose five 
Godparents for their 
boy; Laura Evans, Sarah 
Caygill, Holli Meadows, 
Amanda Douthwaite and 
Stuart Douthwaite.
Celebrations followed the 
service at Elm Road Club.
Also welcomed into the 
Church of England was 

Lewis Jake Robinson 
was born to parents 
Bethany Blenkinsopp, a 
Ward Clerk, and Adam 
Robinson, a Web Develop-
er, just two months ago.
The couple live in Newton 
Aycliffe and chose six 
Godparents for their little 
one. They were; Nicole 
Walton, Oliver Edwards, 
Lauren Ashton, Luke 
Crampton, Haydn Lewis 
and Joseph Robinson.
Family and friends cel-
ebrated with a reception 
at BARFC.
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JK’s Plastics & Roofing
All types of Roofing, Slating, 

Tiling, Flat Roofing, 
Dry Verge Systems

Guttering Renewed & 
Replaced, uPVC Fascias, 

Soffits & Cladding 
(Wood or Plastic)

Fibreglass Flat Roofing
“We will beat any genuine 

written quote”
Contact Kevin:
01388 600187
07919 178 979

People are being warned 
not to fall into the same 
trap as a County Durham 
resident who ended up with 
an £800 bill for unwanted 
anti-aging cream.
The woman clicked on 
an online advert for the 
product and provided her 
credit card details in the 
belief she would be making 
a one-off payment for a 
trial offer.
However, she had actually 
signed up to a continuous 
payment scheme, which 
gave the company involved 
permission to continuing 
charging £100 a month to 
supply the cream.
In another case, a company 
ordered a debt collection 
agency to pursue a woman 
who had fallen victim to a 
similar scam.
Durham County Council 
is highlighting the cases 
during National Consumer 
Protection Week, which 
runs until Friday 3rd 
December, to alert others 
to the potential risks of 
such ‘subscription traps’.
Joanne Waller, the author-
ity’s head of environment, 
health and consumer pro-
tection, said: “Subscription 
traps are deliberately mis-
leading and usually involve 
a company using deceptive 
language and misleading 
terms and conditions.
“Products are often adver-
tised as free samples, with 
the consumer asked to pay 
for postage and packing. 
However, they will then, 
typically, find much larger 
amounts being routinely 

taken from their account.
“In many cases, the 
products are also substand-
ard and, in some, they 
don’t turn up at all.
“We would urge people to 
be extremely careful when 
signing up for trial offers 
and free products online – 
always make sure you fully 
understand what you are 
agreeing to.”
In the case of the resident 
who was charged £800 for 
face cream, the company 
responsible was eventually 
traced to the United States 
by the council’s Trading 
Standards team and the 
subscription was cancelled.
In the second case, another 
County Durham woman fell 
victim to a similar scheme, 
when she followed a pop-up 
link on a social media site 
and ordered a free sample 
of face cream.
After discovering she had 
also signed up to a continu-
ous payment deal she tried 
to cancel. However, the 
trader, who was based in 
Cyprus, had instructed a 
debt collection agency to 
pursue the woman for the 
money they claimed was 
outstanding.
According to research by 
Citizens Advice, more than 
16 million British people 
signed up for subscriptions 
between June 2014 and 
June 2015.
Anyone who would like 
help or advice about 
dealing with a subscription 
payment can contact the 
national consumer helpline 
on 03454 04 05 06.

Don’t  get  scammed 
by  online  offers

Sophie Nelson & Zara Lucy Duncanson don the giant  people lanterns. 

Stephen Blain of Byerley Freemasons Lodge presents Lauren Hall with a fragrance 
hamper ahead of a fundraising event for her daughter Ebony who has Microphthalmia. 

Burning  Bright  project  lights  
up  Jubilee  Estate

Freemasons  raise  funds  for  
Ebony  and  RNIB

Residents of the courts on 
the Jubilee Field’s estate in 
Shildon found themselves 
opening windows and 
grabbing cameras on Friday 
as the Burning Bright 
project, run by Shildon 
Alive! a Saint John’s Church 
Project, culminated in a 
light and drum march. 
With a samba drumming 
band playing, children 
ready with paper lanterns, 
huge light up figures and 
more, the march began at 
the Soho Engine Shed and 

Local couple, Lauren Hall 
and John Foster, are raising 
money for the RNIB and 
their daughter, Ebony who 
has Microphthalmia – a con-
dition which means the eye 
does not develop correctly. 
Byerley Lodge, one of 
several Freemasons lodges 
based in Shildon, recently 
supported a fundraising 

after meandering through 
the courts and along 
Jubilee Crescent, ended at 
the Jubilee Fields Commu-
nity Centre. 
Canon David, Shildon’s 
Vicar, who led the march, 
explained: “This whole 
initiative is about helping 
us to see that we are all 
gifted, we all have a light 
to shine. As a Christian I 
am convinced that some-
thing of God is in each of 
us, and shining through our 
compassion, our kindness, 

event with a donation of a 
fragrance hamper from The 
Perfume Shop in Darling-
ton, for the event’s raffle.
Charity Steward W. Bro. 
Stephen Blain presented 
the hamper to Lauren prior 
to the event. 
Stephen said: “Charity is 
one of the principles of 
freemasonry, and sup-

our courage and our de-
termination, is what will 
enable the world to be a 
better place. 
“In these days of constant 
media gloom, celebrating 
just how unique each of 
us is, and how special indi-
vidual contributions are, is 
always worth doing.
“We are also so grateful 
to Daisy Arts and to the 
Jubilee Fields Community 
Centre for their support 
in enabling us to make this 
happen.”

porting local causes like 
Ebony’s Trust Fund is 
simply our way of trying 
to help people in our local 
community”. 
For further details about 
Lauren and John’s fundrais-
ing campaign, visit their 
facebook page by searching 
the social media site for  
@ebonysfundraising.

Saturday 16th December at
Old Shildon WMC

Tickets £6

an Amazing tribute show  

chri s tmas special
ELVIS & BUDDY HOLLY 

Contact: 01388 772173  |  07779 313494

Does your child complain 
they have nothing to do? 

Visit www.
countydurhamfamilies.info
or like www.facebook.com/

youngdurham for events, 
news and young people’s 

activities.
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Advertise in 
The Crier
Call Jeff on

01388 775896
0790 999 2731

WANTED
Flat Screen LCD 

Televisions 32” and 
above. Un-repairable. 
No cracked screens. 

£20.

Tel: 07958 410 658

Elvis  has  left  the  building

Mike Wile, aka “Elvis” visited Holly Lodge Care Home on Maddison Street, Shildon, 
last Thursday to sing and entertain the residents, staff and families. A spokesperson 
said, “Everyone had great fun singing and dancing along to all the Elvis hits and 
loved wearing the flower garlands given out by the singer. Elvis has now left the 
building, but we look forward to his return.”

More than two dozen 
people have been left out 
of pocket in the opening 
months of a new order on 
dog control.
Durham County Council 
has issued 30 fixed penalty 
notices (FPN) in the first 
five months of its Public 
Space Protection Order 
(PSPO) which seeks to 
tackle issues caused by a 
minority of irresponsible 
dog owners.
In the period between 
the order coming in on 1st 
June and 31st October, 23 
people have been given the 
£100 notices for failing to 
pick up after their dog.
Six have been given FPNs 
for allowing their dogs 
to stray while one pet 
owner was given an FPN 
for allowing a dog into a 
fenced-off play area.
In addition to the FPNs 
handed out by the council, 
Shildon Town Council has 
also issued its first notice 
through the PSPO.
Town and parish councils 
are also authorised to 
enforce the order with 
staff from not only Shildon 
but also Seaham and Great 
Aycliffe town councils 
having undertaken the 
relevant enforcement 
training.
Tracey Bellas, clerk to 
the Shildon council, said: 
“We’re working in partner-
ship with Durham County 
Council to respond to 
local community concerns 
around dog related issues

“Despite clear signage 
stating dogs are not 
allowed to enter the 
fenced-off play site at 
Hackworth Park, a member 
of the public continued to 
allow their dog into the 
prohibited area and was 
therefore issued with an 
enforcement penalty.
“Our priority is to ensure 
fenced-off play areas 
remain dog-free.”
Under the PSPO, on-the-
spot FPNs can be issued 
by the county council’s 
neighbourhood wardens 
and officers from Durham 
Constabulary for:
• allowing a dog to foul 
without picking it up
• allowing a dog to stray
• allowing a dog into 
a fenced-off play area 
covered by the order
• failing to put a dog on a 
lead when asked by an au-
thorised officer.
The council runs the #Fol-
lowOurLead campaign to 
encourage responsible dog 
ownership.
Cllr Brian Stephens, 
Cabinet member for neigh-
bourhoods and local part-
nership, said: “Children 
and young people have the 
right to play in a clean and 
safe environment and ex-
cluding dogs from entering 
fenced-off play areas is just 
one of the steps we have 
taken to support this.
“We acknowledge the 
majority of dog owners in 
County Durham are respon-
sible, but sadly some are 

not. 
“The issuing of 30 FPNs 
shows we are prepared to 
take action against those 
who are irresponsible and 
we hope that our doing so 
brings about changes in 
behaviour.”
Ian Hoult, the council’s 
neighbourhood protection 
manager, added: “Edu-
cation and engagement 
is paramount to ensure 
all County Durham dog 
owners, and visitors to our 
county, understand dog 
control rules set out under 
the PSPO.
“Dogs should always be 
walked and exercised with 
a responsible owner. If 
visiting a children’s play 
area with a dog, please 
exercise it outside of the 
fenced-off play area and 
pick up any mess and put 
it in a bin.
“Although dogs are allowed 
off-lead in some public 
spaces, including parks 
and countryside sites, au-
thorised officers have the 
power to request dogs are 
put on a lead for public 
safety and to protect 
children, other dogs and 
wildlife. So please check 
local dog control policies 
before exercising dogs off-
lead.”
To find out more about the 
PSPO visit: www.durham.
gov.uk/dogcontrol
To check if a stray or lost 
dog has been handed in, 
visit www.strayaid.org.uk/
found 

Fixed  penalties  issued  to  30 
dog  owners  via  new  order

Co-op Funeralcare is sup-
porting The Salvation Army 
in their Christmas Appeal 
once again this year. 
They are asking for dona-
tions of new toys, toilet-
ries, towels, gloves and 
socks. 
Any item, no matter how 
big or small, will be grate-
fully received at the Church 

Street funeral home on 
week days between 10am 
and 2pm. Items will be 
passed on to the Salvation 
Army who will distribute 
them to the homeless 
and others in the commu-
nity who find themselves in 
need this Christmas. 
For further information call 
01388 774853.

Help  the  homeless  
this  Christmas

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 

factory and saveFREE

Events at the 
Salvation Army this 

December 
Cross Street, Shildon

Sun 3rd Dec, 6pm -
Christingle Service
Sun 10th Dec, 6pm 
Town Carol Service in the Civic Hall, 
led by the Salvation Army Band
Sun 17th Dec, 6pm 
Corps Carol Service & Memory Tree
Sun 24th Dec, 10am 
Morning Service only
Mon 25th Dec, 10am 
Christmas Day Service
Sun 31st Dec, 10am 
Morning Service only
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The incident occurred at 11.53am in College Street and involved two vehicles - a 
Vauxhall Vectra and BMW.

Culprits  flee  the  scene  of  
serious  accident  in  Shildon

Police are appealing for 
information to help track 
down three men who fled 
the scene of a serious 
accident in Shildon last 
week.
The incident occurred at 
11.53am in College Street 
and involved two vehicles 
- a Vauxhall Vectra and 
BMW.

Three men decamped 
from the Vectra and made 
off towards Main Street. 
One of them is believed 
to have sustained a head 
injury. Another is de-
scribed as balding and 
another was wearing a 
blue jacket.
A woman who was 
trapped in the BMW 

was taken to Darlington 
Memorial Hospital with 
a hip injury after being 
freed from her vehicle by 
firefighters.
Durham Police are appeal-
ing to anyone with any in-
formation about the three 
men to contact officers 
on 101 quoting incident 
number DHM2611170185. Need to check council 

decisions, boundaries and 
rights of way, or obtain copies 

of baptisms or marriage in  
church certificates?

Want to trace your family 
history or find out what life was 

like in your home town?
Then contact Durham County 
Council’s Archives Service on:

03000 267 619

record.office@durham.gov.uk
www.durhamrecordoffice.org.uk

Paula Nelson & Mandy Jones with the big cheque.

Co-op  Community  Fund  pays  
dividends

The Local Community Fund 
run by the Co-op left Shildon 
Alive’s project manager 
Paula Nelson speechless on 
Saturday 25th November. 
Over the last six months 
local Shildon members 
have given to Shildon Alive 
through the purchase of 
carrier bags and the dona-
tions of dividend points

The appeal came to an end 
last Saturday with an as-
tonishing £1,595.51p raised 
and an invitation to Paula 
and Canon David to visit the 
store on Redworth Road to 
receive the cheque. 
Presented by store 
manager Mandy Jones, 
Paula expressed her grati-
tude. “We are so grateful 

to the staff and customers 
for nominating us, all of 
the money raised will be 
invested in our town and 
its people. Shildon Alive 
is all about local people 
supporting local people 
and the Co-op’s Local Com-
munity Fund has made that 
possible again today – thank 
you.”

SHILDON AFC
DECEMBER FIXTURES
ALL FIXTURES WEATHER PERMITTING

Saturday 2nd December
Home v Seaham Red Star

Saturday 9th December
Home v Dunston UTS

Tuesday 12th December
Away v Whitley Bay 

Saturday 16th December
Away v North Shields

Saturday 23rd December
Home v Billingham Synthonia
Tuesday 26th December
Away v West Auckland Town

Saturday 30th December
Home v Newcastle Benfield

Follow @NLPostponement on Twitter for official postponement news

Tickets are now on sale for 
the fifth run of the popular 
annual Super Santa Sunday, 
organised by Shildon AFC 
Supporters Club.
Priced at just £5, tickets 
can be bought at Saturday’s 
Shildon AFC match at Dean 
Street against Stockton 
Town and at the Support-
ers Club stall at the annual 
Church Street Christmas 

Market on Friday 1st 
December. Contact 07538 
789464 or the Civic Hall on 
01388 772902 to book your 
tickets.
The market stall will also 
be the last opportunity to 
submit merchandise orders 
ahead of Christmas. 
Any orders taken after this 
day will not be processed in 
time for Christmas.

Super  Santa  Sunday  
tickets  on  sale

Do you have Dementia 
or know someone with 
Dementia?
If the answer is yes then 
the Chestnut Close Memory 
Cafe might be for you.
Meet new people, share 
your experiences or simply 
have a cup of tea and a 
chat. Friendly volunteers 
will be on hand to give 
support and provide a 

caring, relaxed environ-
ment. There is no charge 
and all are welcome.
Sessions take place on 
the first Tuesday of every 
month, with the next 
taking place on Tuesday 
5th December, from 1pm to 
2.30pm.
Free transport can be 
arranged by calling Elliot 
on 07736 295 598.

Chestnut  Close  
Memory  Cafe
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Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...

              
   Town Crier

  Shildon
 & District

Shildon AFC Development 
Centre’s Under 17 side are 
through to the last eight 
of the League Cup after 
an emphatic victory over 
Darlington. 
Shildon started quickly and 
could have taken the lead 
in the first minutes when 
they broke through the 
Darlington back line but 
the keeper rescued his side 
with a smart save. 
However, the move 
boosted Shildon’s confi-
dence and the rampant 
Railwaymen went on to 
dominate the next fifteen 
minutes,  scoring twice 
to take a firm hold on the 
game. 
But the quick fire lead 
appeared to relax the 
home side, who lost 
momentum and allowed 
Darlington back in the 

game with two goals in 
quick succession to go into 
the break on level terms. 
Half time required a tough 
team talk about controlling 
the game and taking re-
sponsibility, and the harsh 
words had the desired 
effect. 
The second half saw a 
revitalised Shildon again 
take control of the game, 
scoring three unanswered 
goals to win the tie 5-2 
and march into the quarter 
finals.
It was a deserved result 
from an excellent perfor-
mance which witnessed 
some great phases of play 
from Shildon as well as 
teaching the side a valuable 
lesson in focus throughout 
the game which will leave 
them in good stead to face 
their last eight opponents.

Under 17s  make  cup  
quarter  finals

The Shildon AFC Over 40s 
were back in league action 
this week as they visited 
Boldon Colliery a fortnight 
after a heavy cup defeat.
With a bitterly cold wind at 
their backs, Shildon started 
the game with a point to 
prove, with changes made 
throughout the team 
through missing players, 
a new trio at the back of 
Jones and Wickins marking 
with Bannister looking more 
comfortable sweeping after 
he wasn’t named in the 
Paradise Papers.
Shildon dominated the first 
half without causing too 
many problems mainly due 
to the front three strug-
gling to find some form in 
front of goal.
The first goal came 
from midfielder Graham 
Raisbeck shooting from 
distance. He picked up the 
ball inside the opposition 
half, carried it forward and 
unleashed an unstoppable 
shot high into the roof of 
the net. 
This seemed to have a 
positive effect and the 
lead was soon doubled 
when Bell was pulled down 

inside the box and Topping 
stepped up to smash the 
ball home.
It was back to the walls 
time in the second half 
with Boldon playing with 
the wind and making life 
difficult without pressuris-
ing the Shildon keeper.
Shildon relied on quick 
breaks but could not take 
advantage until late in the 
game when a Jeff Dixon 
shot, which was looking 
like it was going a couple 
of yards wide, was dragged 
it into the back of the net 
by the keeper, earning 
Jeff the man of the match 
award.
Shildon have the reverse 
fixture with Boldon this 
Saturday (2nd December) 
at Hackworth Park 
followed by a tough away 
fixture on 9th December to 
Gateshead Redheugh.
The team will be in Shildon 
AFC clubhouse on the 28th 
December to sign any 
Xmas gifts you might have 
received. Get there early, 
have a drink and beat 
the crowds by doing your 
Christmas sale shopping on 
line on the club’s free wi-fi.

Under 17s  make  cup  
quarter  finals

Lewis Dodds, with arm in the air, prepares to summersault his way to celebration after 
scoring Shildon’s third against Stockton Town on Saturday.  Photo: Tom Clegg. 

Shildon  back  on  track  in  title  
chase 

After two league defeats 
and two cup exits in their 
last four games, Shildon 
AFC returned to winning 
ways with back to back vic-
tories over Stockton Town 
and Team Northumbria in 
Northern League Division 
One.
A comfortable 3-0 home 
win over the visitors from 
Stockton on Saturday was 
followed with a narrow 
1-0 away win against the 
university side at a freezing 
Coach Lane campus in New-
castle on Monday night.
Shildon might have 
expected a tougher test 
against a Stockton side 
who have collected their 25 
league points in their most 
recent dozen matches, 
having started the season 
with a disastrous run of 
eight straight defeats.
The last of those came 
against Shildon in the 
reverse fixture, but their 
performance that day 
appeared to galvanise the 
side who steadily climbed 
the form table and went 
into this match ahead of 
Shildon in terms if their 
recent league record.
It was Shildon, however, 
who broke the deadlock 
early in the game - or, it 
could be argued, it was the 
visitors who opened the 
scoring when off-balance 
Stockton keeper, Liam 
Jordan lost Daniel Moore’s 
looping header in the sun 
and managed only to punch 
the ball into the roof of his 
own net.

To save the goalkeeper’s 
blushes, albeit only in the 
historical record, the goal 
was credited to the Shildon 
player-manager, although 
some witnesses were 
not convinced the initial 
header was on target.
The goal came in an opening 
period of total dominance 
by the Railwaymen, but 
they were unable to capi-
talise on their complete 
control of the game until 
the half hour mark. 
Matty Robson was released 
on the left and with no 
Stockton player taking 
responsibility to press the 
Shildon left back, he cut 
into the box before placing 
an exquisite curling shot in 
off the keeper’s left hand 
post.
Stockton, who had come so 
close to beating Shildon in 
their first encounter with a 
display of confident, flowing 
football, seemed unable to 
replicate the form that had 
propelled them away from 
relegation danger.
The visitors created very 
little threat to the Shildon 
defence but for a short 
five minute spell midway 
through the second half 
during which a penalty 
appeal was waved away.
The decision brought with 
it the unusual sight of the 
day’s officials communicat-
ing with each other through 
earpiece and microphone 
after the football league 
referee, officiating in the 
Northern League as part 
of his recovery from a calf 

injury, had received per-
mission from both clubs 
to done the equipment 
normally only seen at the 
higher levels of the game.
A result that was never in 
doubt was capped with the 
final kick of the game when 
Lewis Dodds benefitted 
from a Michael Rae miscue 
to side-foot Shildon’s third 
past Jordan before cel-
ebrating in his own inimita-
ble style. 
Forty-eight hours later the 
Railwaymen were back on 
the road and looking to lay 
to rest the ghosts of their 
past four away trips.
A freezing Coach Lane wit-
nessed a tight encounter 
of limited opportunities, 
although both sides found 
the woodwork before Jack 
Blackford, with a cross-
come-shot, found the back 
of the Team Northum-
bria net with the keeper 
clawing at thin air.
Shildon’s desire to hold on 
to their lead and return to 
winning ways away from 
home saw them creep 
further back towards their 
own goal and the home side 
dominated the final stages 
of the game. 
But Shildon were able to 
hold on and consolidate 
third place in the table, 
narrowing the gap to the 
leaders ahead of the visit 
of Seaham Red Star to Dean 
Street on Saturday.
With Marske on FA Vase 
duty, Shildon could go level  
on points with the Seasid-
ers by the end of the day.


