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The Premier League 
through the Football 
Stadia Improvement Fund 
(FSIF), the largest funder 
of non league football in 
this country, recently an-
nounced a grant of £57,027 
to Shildon AFC.
The grant enables the club 
to build a new 200 seat 

Shildon  AFC  awarded  £57,027 
to  build  new  stand

stand, providing much 
needed accommodation to 
enhance spectators’ expe-
rience.
The plans will see the 
erection of a purpose 
built  stand to replace the 
upper seated section of the  
existing stand. 
The project, which is 

being undertaken by Vest 
Construction and Stadium  
Solutions, has now com-
menced on site with com-
pletion due before Christ-
mas.
David Dent, Chairman of 
Shildon AFC said: “Thanks 
to the support of the 
Premier League through 
the FSIF, we can now offer 
our supporters and the 
wider community a much 
improved experience when 
they come to the game.
“Shildon AFC prides itself 
on being a true community 
focused football club and 
the improved facilities will 
not only benefit supporters 
watching our first team, 
but also all of those who 
attend Academy games and 
our Development Centre 
days. 
“This is an important 
milestone for the club 
and hopefully will be the 
catalyst for further im-
provements to the ground 
as we seek to go as far as 
we can up the pyramid.” 
Mayor of Shildon, Coun-
cillor Shirley Quinn said: 
“These are exciting times 
for Shildon Football Club 
and the people of Shildon.
“The development will 
mirror the standard of our 
team and we can share our 
pride with supporters and 
visitors alike.”

Work has started on the proposed new stand, which will seat 200 spectators along the 
Brown Street side of the ground, opposite the iconic pagoda stand.

47-49 Main Street, Shildon, DL4 1AF    Tel: 01388 772671  
30-31 Bondgate, Darlington, DL3 7JJ    Tel: 01325 463303

web: www.hackettandbaines.co.uk

ELECTRIC RISE 
RECLINERS

by Sherborne and 
Celebrity with 

5 years warranty

OVER 20 IN 
STOCK FOR 
IMMEDIATE 
DELIVERY

Manual recliners & 
settees to match

Park outside and shop at leisure or a selection 
can be brought to your door, free of charge

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 

factory and saveFREE

HUMBLES GARAGE
01388 778070  |  07778 117 778

1 ROBSON STREET SHILDON, DL4 1EB

WE ARE NOW CLOSED ON SATURDAYS

MOTs - MOTORBIKES, 
CARS AND VANS

SERVICING
TYRES

EXHAUSTS

A guided walk to cel-
ebrate the 192nd anni-
versary of the opening of 
the Stockton & Darlington 
Railway will set off from 
Locomotion: The National 
Railway Museum at Shildon 
on Wednesday 27th Sep-
tember.
Volunteers from the Brus-
selton Incline Group will 
lead the event, which 
departs from Locomotion 
Car Park A – on Redworth 
Road, Shildon – at 10.30am.
Cars will be shared to the 
Station Hotel (now closed) 
at West Auckland. At 11am, 
the group will walk towards 
and up and down Brus-
selton Incline, stopping at 
Broom Mill Farm Shop en 
route.

Guided  walk  with  Jane  
Hackworth  Young

This is a great opportunity 
to see the newly restored 
Accommodation Bridge, 
and to walk up to the En-
gineman’s House. 
Jane Hackworth Young, 
great-great-granddaughter 
of Timothy Hackworth, 
will be present on the 
walk; another of her great-
great-grandfathers, Robert 
Young, was engine man at 
Brusselton from 1827 to 
1848.
The walk will finish back 
at the car park, then the 
group will transfer back to 
Shildon, where they may 
wish to continue to Loco-
motion.
Walkers will need to wear 
sturdy footwear to partici-
pate.
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Passed Away

Birthday Memories

Classifieds
All about local people...

Petite Heat
Female Plumbing & 

Heating Services

Appliance Maintenance 
Servicing, Landlord Gas 

Safety Checks, Boiler 
Servicing & Repairs

Tel Nicola: 
01740 656331
07841 291779

petiteheat74@aol.com

All aspects of
Landscaping 

and Gardening
carried out.
We also do 
brickwork.

No job too small

Call Jack Atkin on
07720 601016

5 Thirlmere Rd, Ferryhill DL17 8HA 

Yard by Yard

Ann Hirst
(Nee Dowling)

14th September 2017, 
Aged 63

Passed away at home with 
her loving family around 

her.

Ann’s wishes were for a 
grave side service, family 

only, but for friends to 
meet at Old Shildon WMC 

at 1.45pm, Friday 22nd. 
Casual clothing.

A dear Wife to Richard, 
loving Mam to Karen, Clare 
& Kelly, much loved Nana to 
James-Richard, Kelsie-May, 

Leighton, Hailie-Marie, 
Sons-in-Law, Wayne & 

Andrew. Also a much-loved 
Daughter, Sister & Aunty.

Taken far too soon.
Time to let your wings fly 

high.

Ann Hirst

Forever in our thoughts,
But in our hearts forever,
From Sister Yvonne and 

Jason, Teri and Page, Gavin, 
Nicola, Daniel, Demi.

1953 - 14.9.17

Ann Hirst
1953 - 14.9.17

All our love goes with you

From Brother Gary, 
Marie & children

Ann Hirst
1953 - 14.9.17

What can a Mother say? 
A Daughter surely missed 

and loved forever.

Mam

Ann Hirst
1953 - 14.9.17

All our love goes with you

From Uncle Bill 
& Stan Hilton

Passed Away

Ann Hirst
My beloved Sister. 

I can’t believe you’re gone, 
we will miss you so much.

Love always,
Stan & Julie

Now reunited with Dad 
until we meet again, take 

care of each other.

Ann Hirst
All my love.

You left us all far too soon.

Brother-in-Law David

In Memoriam

Someone very special left 
this world 30 years ago.

Wonderful memories 
woven in gold,
This is a picture 
I tenderly hold.

Dearer still as years depart,
Treasured forever 
deep in my heart.

Darryl Stobbs

Hazel

In Memoriam

Darryl Stobbs
24th September 1987

Deep are the memories
Precious they stay
No passing of time

Can take them away

Love, Tracey & family

Darryl Stobbs
24th September 1987

In Heaven with his Dad, 
Fred. 30 long years since he 

left me.

Loved forever by his broken 
hearted Mam, Dulcie.

Also loving memories of 
Nephew, Shayne.

The world may change from 
year to year

And friends from day to day,
But never will the one we 

loved
From memory pass away.

Michelle Coulson

Love always,
From Mam & Dad, Pamela, 

Peter & Anne
xxx

28th September

Christopher Hay
25.09.83

Thinking of you on your 
Birthday

With sadness in our hearts,
For a very special someone
From whom we had to part.

Love, Mam, Donna, Wayne
xx

Services
MOVING A THING? From £14. 
Call Phil. Phone 01325 321084 
or 07790 509925

RM Property Maintenance. No 
job too big or small. Call for a free 
quote. 07494 942 557.

Services

Ashby & Atkinson Dental 
Practice, on Main Street, 
are holding a Coffee 
Morning on Thursday 28th 
September, from 9am 
onwards in their reception 

area.
All are welcome to go along 
for a nibble and a natter.
All proceeds raised will 
be donated to Macmillan 
Cancer Support.

Dentists  to  host  
coffee  morning

TAs’  dismay  at  latest  
contract  offer
Durham County Councillors 
will vote on a revised offer 
to teaching assistants this 
week as the two-year long 
contract dispute looks set 
to rumble on. 
The offer, which was 
passed by full council on 
Wednesday 20th Septem-
ber, has already been met 
with criticism by Teaching 
Assistants, who say that 
it completely ignores the 
reasons the last offer was 
rejected - in particular it 
fails to address concerns 
that 472, or over a fifth 
of the county’s TAs will 
continue to lose out.
The local authority has 
also been criticised for 
the manner in which the 
offer has been publicised, 
with teaching assistants 
claiming that the first they 
heard of it was on last 
week’s Friday evening local 
tv news.
“The first I heard was when 
a journalist called me in 
the morning to ask what I 
thought about the papers 
being published later that 
day,” said Megan Charlton, 
one of the teaching assis-
tants appointed to the ne-
gotiating team, adding that 
now that TAs have seen the 
proposal they feel: “Angry. 
Very angry. Not because 
we are unreasonable or 
because we think we are 
entitled to the world.

“We are angry because this 
‘new’ proposal is exactly 
the same as the one we 
rejected in July.
“We want a clear plan of 
how the Council intends 
to achieve its aim of no TA 
losing out after two years.
“TA stewards spent a great 
deal of time over the 
summer holidays research-
ing and coming up with 
proposals of how we think 
it can be achieved.
“We have presented these 
to the Council and, when 
they were knocked back, 
we came back with differ-
ent suggestions. 
“We have heard no plans 
from the Council. All that is 
different from the last offer 
is some vague, unspecified 
promises, with no detail, of 
a career progression board 
and a training programme 
which appears to be aimed 
at already highly trained, 
highly skilled and experi-
enced Level 3 Enhanced 
teaching assistants.”
Cllr Jane Brown, Cabinet 
member for social inclu-
sion, said: “We have con-
tinued to listen carefully 
and I am pleased to say we 
now have a proposal that 
gives a greater understand-
ing of some of the issues 
raised during negotiations, 
and we now hope that this 
will bring an end to this 
dispute.”

Classifieds
Classif ied messages cost 42p 
per word + £7.20 for an optional 
photograph. Deadline for submissions 
is 12 noon on the Tuesday before 
publication.
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The guests shower the bride and groom with confetti outside St Mark’s Church, Eldon.

Graeme  &  Michelle  tie  the  
knot

The showers of confetti 
mixed with showers of rain 
on Saturday as Graeme 
Greenfield and Michelle 
Beal tied the knot at St 
Mark’s in Eldon. 
The road outside the 
church was down to one 
lane only as the long line 
of cars stretched down 
towards Bridge Place. 
Guests hurried through the 
autumnal showers to the 
church to be greeted by the 
smartly dressed grooms-
men, Desmond Webb, 
Stephan McGowan, Stephen 
Craggs, and Paul Corner. 
The bridesmaids, Judith 
MacGregor, Terri-Ann Race 
(the groom’s sister) and 
Lisa Beal (the bride’s sister) 
wore full length peach 
dresses, and carried hand 

tied bouquets with pink 
roses and late summer 
flowers. 
The flowergirl, Jordana 
Beal, niece of the couple, 
wore a white dress with full 
skirt and hair plaited with 
small white silk flowers. 
The couple’s son, 14-
year-old Cameron acted 
as second best man, with 
their other son, five year 
old Logan, supporting the 
groomsmen. 
The bride, Michelle arrived 
a traditional two or three 
minutes late walking into 
church to the sound of 
the organ played by Sylvia 
Barraclough. 
As the music played, groom 
Graeme and best man John 
Everett were quickly on 
their feet. 

Walked down the aisle by 
her brother, Paul Beal, 
the bride looked stunning 
in a full length princess 
style dress, with full skirt 
and embroidered bodice 
studded with heart shaped 
sequins. 
The wedding was taken 
by Revd. David Tomlinson 
who spoke of the joy of 
marriage, as that of two 
people standing in front of 
all their friends and saying 
that ‘I am for you and you 
are for me’ this is, he con-
tinued, ‘love expressed, 
love in action’. 
After the service, the 
couple and their guests 
travelled up to the Civic 
in Shildon for a reception 
before returning to their 
home in Pasture Row.

Residents are being invited 
to go along to Social 
and Sandwiches, taking 
place at the Locomotion 
Welcome Building on Soho 
Street, Shildon. 
Catch up with old and new 
friends over a cuppa or 
get involved in a variety 
of activities, from bingo 
to quizzes to informative 
talks. There’s something 
for everyone, followed by a 
light lunch, for only £3.50.
Everyone over 50 is 
welcome. Eric, a regular 

participant said, “It’s a 
look out of the house and 
a chance to meet new 
people and enjoy tasty 
sandwiches and cakes in 
good company”.
The next Social and Sand-
wiches will take place on 
Monday 25th September 
from 11am at the Locomo-
tion Welcome Building, 
Soho Street, Shildon. 
For more information or to 
book your place, contact 
the Come Eat Together 
team on 0191 374 6577.

Dear Editor,

In addition to the article relating to Shildon 
Alive`s fundraising night held on Friday 8th 
of September, the staff and the volunteers 
would like to thank the following companies 
and services for their kind donation into 
the raffle: Husqvarna, Delta Force Paint-
balling, Godfreys Butchers, SK & AJ Linsley 
Butchers, Byerley Road Pre-School, Wether-
spoons, The County, Truffle Restaurant, One 
Stop Shop, Shildon AFC Supporters Club, 
NE First Credit Union, Dash Hairdressers, 
Beefeater, Bar 22, Wacky Warehouse, The 
Manor House, Sash Hardware, Corner Cafe, 
Spice Island, The Body Shop, Shildon Railway 
Sports and Social Club, Abraham Vehicles 
Services & J.B Hairdressing. 

Also a big thank you to the local people 
who donated items to be entered into the 
tombola. The fundraiser was a huge success 
and the generosity of those who donated 
made a huge difference to the night.  

Kathryn Jennings
Advocacy Support Worker
Shildon Alive!

Dear Editor,

Re: Methodist Lunch Club

Following our letter published in last week's 
edition (Issue 835), could we please ask if 
the lady who responded to the letter could 
contact us again on 01388 772604. 

Unfortunately, the message left on the 
phone was slightly distorted and we were 
unable to decipher the telephone number in 
order to respond to her call.

Many thanks
John M Studham, Shildon Methodist Church.

Letters Have your say...

Social  &  sandwiches

Miners  Gallery  visits  care  home

Residents at Holly Lodge Care Home on Maddison Street enjoyed a visit from the 
Auckland Castle Miners Gallery on 19th September. They took along some interesting 
items to show the residents,  from the mining days. Pictured are volunteer Margaret 
Jones and resident Tommy Thornton with some of the artefacts.
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You won’t need an awful lot 
of Money, Money, Money to 
see the C.A.T. S. Youth Theatre 
Group’s latest produc-
tion at the Civic Hall next 
month.  
The group will be perform-
ing their musical adapta-
tion of Mamma Mia on 
Thursday 12th, Friday 13th 
and Saturday 14th, October 
at 7.30pm, with a matinee 
on Sunday 15th October at 
2pm.

Many of ABBA’s hits, includ-
ing Dancing Queen, The 
Winner Takes It All, Take A 
Chance On Me, Voulez-Vous 
and many more will be 
included in the two-hour 
show.
Tickets are priced at £5.50 
for adults and £3.50 for 
children. 
So be a Super Trouper 
and ring 01388 774838 or  
07747826324 to pre-book 
tickets.

Take  a  chance  on  
these  C.A.T.S.

Just one of the pretty displays at the Methodist Church.

Community  shows  off  its  
talents  at  Harvest  celebrations
Shildon Methodists held 
their Harvest celebrations 
last weekend with a beau-
tifully decorated Church.
Some of the organisations 
who use the community 
hall joined in the deco-
rating, with displays by 
the Scouts/Cubs/Beavers, 
Kurling Club, Coffee 
Morning Club and Lunch 
Club. 
The theme was one of 
‘thanksgiving for the 
talents God gives us’. 
and  there were samples 
of  artwork, needlework, 
baking, DIY, poetry, 
knitting, music, gardening 
and many more wonderful 
talents on display. 
A joyful congregation 
continued to give thanks 
at an afternoon service, 
followed by a ‘cuppa’ and 
cakes.
A spokesperson for the 
Methodist Church com-
mented, “Why not find 
out where your talents 
lie? We would love you 
to join us at our worship 
on a Sunday or why not 
drop into the Church on 

a Thursday morning for a 
quick coffee and find out 
more about what we do? 
You will always be made 
very welcome, or alterna-

tively visit our website at 
www.shildonmethodistch-
urch.org. We may have 
just what you are looking 
for!”

Being a Dancing Queen is the Name of the Game at 
C.A.T.S’ next production. 

Join  the  new  business  network  for  local  firms ADVERTORIAL

Local firms are encour-
aged to join Bishop 
Auckland and Shildon’s 
business network at its 
next meeting at Bishop 
Auckland Golf Club on 
Thursday 28th Septem-
ber.
The free two-hour event 
will feature presentations 
on cyber security, data 
protection and making 
tax digital – running 
from 8.15am to 10.30am 
including breakfast and 
networking.
Presenters include Barry 
King of CyberTek Consul-
tancy and Jill Hindmarsh 
of Sykes Accountants.
The exciting new 
network has been set up 
to help Shildon’s busi-
nesses generate new 
sales opportunities, build 
their profiles, meet local 
suppliers and create local 
jobs – as part of the new 
Durham Business Oppor-
tunities Programme.
The free monthly event 
is also an excellent op-
portunity to speak with 
some of the town’s top 
business people. 
It already attracts more 
than 30 attendees with 
an eclectic crowd includ-
ing Parkside Accounting, 

engineers The Bignall Group 
and craft beer shop Caps Off.
Andrew Corry, a Bishop 
Auckland-based writer and 
blogger, says: “What I like 
about this event is that it’s 
very relaxed and friendly, 
you have the opportunity to 
meet local business people 
all in one room and the 
venues alternate every 
month too.”
The network is organised 
by Lisa Wall, Shildon’s 
dedicated business engage-
ment officer in the Durham 
Business Opportunities Pro-
gramme. 
Lisa says: “Shildon has an 
exciting business commu-
nity and there was a big 
call for us to bring everyone 
together in a new business 
network.
“If any local firms haven’t 
been part of a network like 
this before, I’d say give it a 
try this September. It only 
takes a couple of hours 
and who knows who you’ll 
meet.”
Lisa also helps local com-
panies spot opportunities in 
the market, such as finding 
new customers, suppliers 
and funding.
“There are so many op-
portunities out there for 
businesses to expand, but 

owners often don’t have the 
time or resources to find 
them – that’s where I come 
in,” she says.
“I’m particularly keen to 
talk to firms that haven’t 
asked for support before. If 
you aren’t sure what it’s all 
about, then all it takes is a 
short conversation to find 
out how I can help.”
The new Durham Business 
Opportunities Programme 
helps companies with 

between one and 250 em-
ployees identify opportuni-
ties to grow. The programme 
is offered by Business 
Durham, the economic 
development company for 
County Durham, working on 
behalf of Durham County 
Council, and is funded by 
the European Regional De-
velopment Fund.
Future meetings of the 
Bishop Auckland and Shildon 
Business Network take place 

on Thursday 9th November 
at Locomotion National 
Rail Museum, Shildon, and 
Thursday 14th December at 
Bishop Auckland Football 
Club.
To register for free tickets 
visit http://bit.ly/shildon-
network. 
For an informal discussion 
about opportunities for your 
business, contact Lisa Wall 
on 01207 291268 or lisa.
wall@durham.gov.uk

Attendees enjoy the new Bishop Auckland and Shildon Business Network. 
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Ian Kitching being presented with his trophy by the 
Mayor of Shildon, Cllr Shirley Quinn. 

Leek  show  season  comes  to  a  
close
The final leek show of 
the season took place 
at Elm Road WMC at the 
weekend.
Ian Kitching won the Pot 
Leeks, with a pair measur-
ing 215 cubic inches. Mark 
Walton was second with 
205, and Bob Vasey came 
in third with 174. 
Brian Walton won the In-
termediate Leek, as well 
as both the Members and 
Open Stands of Long Leek.
In the veg section, Dave 
Snowball won the Tray of 
Veg, Beetroot, and the 
Celery. 
Brian Walton won both the 
Two Dressed Onions and 
the Flat Bottomed Onions, 
while J Wood won the 
Two Fresh Pulled Onions, 
D Redfearn the Stump 
Carrots, Gary Richard-
son the Shallots and Ian 
Thompson the Tomatoes.
In the Flower Section, 
Brian Walton triumphed 
with his Vase of Flowers, 
the Vase of Eight Blooms 
and both the Small and 
Medium Dahlias. 
Arnie Bedingfield won the 

Members’ Vase of Small 
Dahlias, Dave Snowball the 
Poms and Kenny Shaw won 
both the Open Section of 

Medium Dahlia and the 
Carnation. 
Ian Thompson won the 
Button Hole Rose.

Year 6 Open Evening
at King James I Academy

Wednesday 27th September
6.00pm - 8.00pm

Talk to teachers and
support staff.
Meet our students.
Enjoy fun activities.
Take a tour of our
buildings and facilities.
Discover our wide range
of subjects.
Find out about our
enrichment opportunities.
Meet our dedicated
Student Support Team.
Sample our lunch menu.
Find out about transport.
Experience Academy life.

For further information call 01388 603 388 or visit www.kingjames1academy.com
King James I Academy, South Church Road, Bishop Auckland. DL14 7JZ

Shildon Civic Hall has 150 
surplus chairs for immedi-
ate disposal, to not-for-
profit organisations and 
charities based in Shildon.  
They will be allocated on 

a first-come, first-served 
basis subject to a small 
donation.  
Telephone the Civic Hall on 
01388 772563 for further 
details. 

Chairs  available  to  a  
new  home

The Purple Ladies Fund-
raising Group are hosting 
a night of heavy metal this 
weekend at Elm Road Club.
The rock night will feature 
three talented and estab-
lished tribute bands; Metal 
Militia (The UK Metal-
lica tribute), NE/DC (AC/
DC tribute) and Strangers 
in the Night (a tribute to 
UFO).

Purple  Ladies  host  
rock  night

The event will take place 
on Friday 22nd September 
from 7pm, when there 
will also be a raffle and a 
football card.
Tickets are available on the 
door for £3.
Funds raised are in aid of 
the Jay Lennon Founda-
tion; changing attitudes to 
mental health and addic-
tion.

Advertise your business in your 
local Town Crier

Call 01388 775896 or email 
crier@talk21.com for details
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Don’t miss Same Difference’s performance of “The 
Sense Machine” at the Steampunk Spectacular event at 
Locomotion.

Not  to  be  missed:  Steampunk  
Spectacular
Locomotion: The National 
Railway Museum at Shildon 
is inviting visitors to 
enjoy a grand exhibition 
of Victorian locomotive 
contraptions at the Steam-
punk Spectacular event on 
Saturday 23rd and Sunday 
24th September.
Steampunk is a subgenre 
of science fiction that in-
corporates technology and 
aesthetic designs inspired 
by 19th-century industrial 
steam-powered machinery.
Visitors will be able to get 
on board cabs of selected 
steam locomotives, take 
a steam train ride behind 
Furness Railway No. 20, 
and browse the excellent 
selection of steampunk 
trade stands.
Plus don’t miss perfor-
mances by Same Difference 
of “The Sense Machine”. 
This features an eccentric 
pair of Victorian scientists, 
inviting the audience to 
try a range of gadgets to 
explore and understand 
the world around us.
Locomotion: The National 
Railway Museum at Shildon 

is open from 10am to 5pm 
daily. Parking and admis-
sion are free of charge. 

For more information, call 
the museum team on 01904 
685780.

Open Evening
Monday, 25th September

6:00pm - 8:00pm
Bishop Barrington School warmly invites 

all Year 6 parents, carers and pupils.

Waverley Terrace Leek 
Club will be holding a 
meeting on Sunday 24th 

Leek  club  meeting
September, from 11am in 
the Three Tuns pub.
All are welcome.

Shildon AFC Supporters Club 
lottery, drawn on Sunday 
17th September, once more 
failed to produce a winner, 
meaning that the jackpot 
has now risen to £900. 
Last Sunday’s numbers 
were 1, 2, 4, 6, 9 and 10. 
The £25 consolation prize 
was won by V Stainthorpe. 
This week, to claim the 
jackpot players must  
choose the winning combi-
nation of 6 numbers from 

the remaining 10.
Tickets for the lottery can 
be bought from various 
outlets in the town as well 
as on Sunday evenings prior 
to the draw which takes 
place during the Support-
ers’ Club Quiz Night, begin-
ning at 8pm.
Tickets can also be 
bought online via PayPal 
by emailing numbers and 
payment to supporter-
sclub@shildonafc.com.

Supporters  Club  
lottery  rollover

Shildon Library will be 
taking part in the World’s 
Biggest Coffee Morning in 
aid of Macmillan Cancer 
Support on Friday 30th 
September.

Library  coffee  
morning

Go along between 
10.30am and 12 noon  
when there will be 
refreshments and a 
tombola.
All are welcome.
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Lissa & Olivia with their pass books line up to save money in St John’s School. 

Take  control  back  from  illegal  money  lenders
It was back in 2012 that 
HSBC announced it was 
pulling out of Shildon, the 
town’s last remaining bank 
was going, and residents 
were appalled. 
That was also the same year 
that Shildon Alive (A Saint 
John’s Church project) 
opened the first community 
garden and began a series 
of listening exercises. 
The listening was about 
shaping the project around 
the people of Shildon and 
the imminent loss of the 
bank was often raised.
While it was not possible 
to keep the bank open, 
Shildon Alive began to look 
at other options with the 
eventual favourite being 
the establishment of a 
Credit Union in the town. 
NE First, a credit union 
rooted firmly in the north 
of England, became the 
project’s partner and local 
people have not stopped 
joining up since. 
In the summer of this 
year livin teamed up with 
Shildon Alive and NE First 
to offer financial bonuses 
to regular savers. Over the 
next two months 270 new 

savers joined the Credit 
Union through Shildon 
Alive with 146 adults and 
78 junior savers receiving 
bonuses of £25 and £10 re-
spectively. 
The £25 adult bonus was 
an ‘illegal money lending 
team’ incentive, working 
through the NE First credit 
union with the money 
coming from the proceeds 
of crime fund. The chil-
dren’s £10 incentive was 
given by livin.
In communities across 
the country the decline 
of banks has brought an 
increase in high interest 
lenders and illegal loan 
sharks. Loan sharks may 
lend £25 and expect £200 
or more back. Indeed, 
there are stories of some 
borrowers for whom the re-
payments, and the threats, 
never end. 
The credit union is not only 
a savings club, it is a bor-
rowing opportunity too. 
Revd David, chair of the 
Shildon Alive project 
stressed, “We want to see 
local people having the op-
portunity to borrow at low 
rates, enabling real value 

for money at every oppor-
tunity.” 
To that end the project 
recently appointed a 
session worker to work 
with schools and commu-
nity groups over the next 
six months. Her role will 
be to both challenge local 

high interest lenders and 
promote saving and effec-
tive budgeting. 
Shildon Alive is open 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thurs-
days and Fridays, 10am 
– 4pm, with opportunities 
for everyone to save and 
borrow. 

Money borrowed from 
illegal lenders does not 
have to be repaid, because 
the loan was illegal in the 
first place, so if you need 
a bit of support pop into 
Shildon Alive and start the 
savings habit before it’s too 
late.

An invitation to discover what

can offer your child

Greenfield Community College
A Specialist Arts & Science School

Year 6
OPEN EVENTS 2017

Sunnydale Campus
Thursday 28th September 6.30 - 8.30pm
Wednesday 18th October 1.45 - 3.00pm

Aycliffe Campus
Thursday 5th October 6.30 - 8.30pm
Wednesday 18th October 1.45 - 3.00pm

Raising Aspirations and Transforming Lives in a Successful Learning Community

A warm welcome from Executive Headteacher, David Priestley at 6.30pm

contact@greenfieldschool.net
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Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...

              
   Town Crier

  Shildon
 & District

Pictured above are the 
new crop of Shildon AFC 
Under 9s and their coach, 
Samantha Russell, as they 
prepare for the new season 
at Shildon AFC Develop-
ment Centre.
Samantha said: “The boys 
are amazing to work with 
and always bring a smile to 
our faces. Good luck from 
myself and all the parents.
“The boys are Danny Ru-
therford, Jason Bailey,  
Joe Caygill, Jack Pinkney, 
Liam Briddick, Charlie 
Lambert, Alex Bujara, 

Harry McKimm, Brandon 
Mills, Joseph Brown, Kian 
Smith, Owen Vasey and 
Daniel Best.” 

A  new  team  for  a  
new  season

Shildon striker, Cameron Fenton wheels away after heading the winner in the final 
minute of the FA Cup clash against famed giantkillers Altrincham. Photo: Martyn Tweddle. 

Shildon  slay  giantkillers  to  
progress  in  FA  Cup

Superstitious Shildon fans 
searching for signals of 
good fortune to come 
needn’t have looked any 
further than the Locomo-
tion museum just down the 
road on Saturday, where 
the world famous Flying 
Scotsman had rolled into 
town on the same day the 
Railwaymen were looking to 
pull off an FA Cup upset.
Altrincham FC are famed 
giankillers themselves, 
holding the record of 
knocking out more Football 
League sides (16) than any 
other club that has spent 
its entire history playing 
in non-League. But on this 
occasion it was their repu-
tation on the line.
The Robins’ last visit to 
Dean Street resulted in a 
comfortable 0-3 win at the 
same stage of the same 
tournament five years ago, 
but the club has witnessed 
some turbulent times 
recently, having suffered 
two relegations in the past 
two seasons.
They visited Shildon last 
Saturday as a Premier 
Division side of the  
Northern Premier League, 
two divisions above Shildon 
and still a formidable hurdle 
for their hosts.
Shildon’s management had 
their visitors watched a 
number of times before 
the match and prepared 

studiously for the game in 
midweek, effecting a plan 
that Daniel Moore, the 
manager on the field, and 
his coaching team on the 
sidelines were quickly able 
to discern was working.
Within 15 minutes of the 
start five years ago, the 
visitors had converted three 
times, but on this occasion 
it was Shildon who could 
have taken an early lead. 
A poor Altrincham goal kick 
was collected by Anthony 
Peacock, but his through 
ball to Billy Greulich-Smith 
was slightly behind the 
tall forward when a more 
accurate pass would have 
given him a free run on 
goal.
Altrincham’s John John-
stone, in combination with 
Josh Hancock, proved their 
trickiest players, but they 
and others were restricted 
to efforts from distance 
throughout. One or two 
flashed close by, but Shildon 
keeper, Nick Liversedge had 
his palms warmed but once 
all afternoon.
“We didn’t want a midweek 
replay in Manchester,” said 
Moore afterwards, “so the 
plan was to stay in the 
game until the hour and 
then go for it, no matter the 
final outcome.”
It worked beautifully.  Adam 
Burnicle, recovered from a 
groin strain, came on and 

immediately caused havoc, 
pulling defenders this way 
and that. 
Shildon were denied what 
appeared a perfectly legiti-
mate goal with 20 minutes 
remaining when Anthony 
Thompson punched an 
inswinging corner into his 
own net, but the referee 
found in favour of the 
lunging goalkeeper. 
With ten minutes remain-
ing, Cameron Fenton joined 
the fray as Shildon went win 
or bust.
With the match heading 
for a replay, Peacock’s 
penetrating pass found 
Burnicle who, weaving into 
the box, left his prostrate 
and panicked defender with 
only the choice of slapping 
the ball away from the 
striker’s feet.
With the clock on 90 
minutes, the referee 
seemed to hesitate before 
awarding the spot kick. 
Greulich-Smith’s penalty 
was well saved but the 
rebound was met by Fenton 
whose looping header 
found the net, sending 
Dean Street delirious and  
Shildon into the next round.
The Railwaymen’s reward 
is another winnable tie on 
Saturday 30th September 
in Oxfordshire against 
Banbury United, who play 
at the same level as the 
conquered Altrincham.

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826527952
01388 720009

J. D GAS 
SERVICES

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

House To Let

Tel:
07746 294 399

Two bed house in 

Byerley Road, Shildon. 

Well presented. 

£350 pcm.

freelance  hairdressing
10 years experience
monday - saturday

late night appointments

affordable prices
free consultations

laura  07583 172713
f: @hairandbeyondfreelance


