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Exciting things are happen-
ing at Greenfield Commu-
nity College in Science and 
Technology.  
Over the summer period, 
major investment is being 
implemented across both 
campuses at Aycliffe and 
Shildon to repair and 
remodel the facilities for 
Science and Technology to 
match the modern curricu-
lum offer in those areas.  
Science and Technol-
ogy represent part of 
the Greenfield special-
ism alongside the Arts, 
showing a commitment to 
foster curiosity, encour-
age confidence, broaden 
students’ horizons and get 
good results.
On the Sunnydale Campus 
the west block has been 
handed over to builders to 
bring it up to standard. At 
Aycliffe rooms will be re-
modelled to provide a new 

science studio, a new food 
room, a textiles room and 
product design facility.  
All the work is scheduled 
to be complete by October 
with the majority in place 
from September 2017.
From September, key 
subjects of English, Modern 
Foreign Languages and Re-
ligious Education will also 
be relocated to provide 
better teaching spaces on 
the Sunnydale Campus.
Executive Headteacher 
David Priestley is looking 
forward to the forthcom-
ing improvements and the 
impact they will make. 
He said, “As our school 
continues to grow we will 
continue to invest and 
develop our facilities to 
provide the best facilities 
for our expert teachers to 
continue to bring out the 
very best potential of our 
young people.”

Major  investment  
for  Greenfield

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE
FREE

MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 
factory and save

HUMBLES GARAGE
01388 778070  |  07778 117 778

1 ROBSON STREET SHILDON, DL4 1EB

WE ARE NOW CLOSED ON SATURDAYS

MOTs - MOTORBIKES, 
CARS AND VANS

SERVICING
TYRES

EXHAUSTS

After reading in the Town 
Crier last September, when 
the late Fred Ernest Allen’s 
daughter accepted an Arctic 
Convoy war medal on his 

Margaret  receives  Arctic  Star  
medal  for  late  father,  Michael

behalf for his service during 
the Second World War, 
local resident Margaret 
Bolton from Plevna Mews 
was highly delighted to 

receive a letter and a medal 
recently from the Ministry 
of Defence Medal Office in 
recognition of her father’s 
similar service throughout 
the war.
Michael Laheney was 
awarded the Arctic Star 
campaign medal for his 
service on the Arctic 
Convoys in World War Two. 
Michael volunteered when 
the war broke out. 
As well as the Arctic 
convoys, he saw action  
all over the world while  
stationed on destroyers 
Asbury, Onslaught and 
Domett.
This latest medal will go 
alongside the five other 
campaign medals already 
awarded to him, which are 
with his eldest grandson, 
also called Michael Laheney, 
who lives in Bristol. 
In August 1949, Michael Snr 
was awarded the 1939-45 
Star, the Atlantic Star with 
clasp ‘France & Germany’, 
the Africa Star, the Italy 
Star and War Medal 1939-45.
Before the war, Michael 
lived in Byerley Road, 
Shildon, where Redworth 

Margaret Bolton with the Arctic Star, which has been awarded to her late father for his 
service in the Arctic Convoys, north of the Arctic Circle during World War II.

Need to check council 
decisions, boundaries and 

rights of way, or obtain copies 
of baptisms or marriage in  

church certificates?
Want to trace your family 

history or find out what life was 
like in your home town?

Then contact Durham County 
Council’s Archives Service on:

03000 267 619
record.office@durham.gov.uk

www.durhamrecordoffice.org.uk

Caught 
you 
looking!

Advertise your business here! 
T: 01388 775896  /  07909992731

E: crier@talk21.com
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In Memoriam

In Memoriam In Memoriam Birthday Memories

Classifieds
All about local people...

              
   Town Crier

  Shildon
 & District

Passed Away

Stephanie Thompson
15.7.2016

A dearly loved 
Sister and Aunty

Your light went out
Your pain, it ended

Now you rest in God’s 
garden

All our love,
Neil & family

xxx

Stephanie Thompson
A year ago you passed away

July 15th 2016
I hold you close to my heart
And there you will remain,

To walk with me 
throughout my life

Until we meet again

Luv you always,
Barry
xxx

Stephanie Thompson
15.7.2016

Remembering our dear 
friend Steph,

Gone but will never be 
forgotten

Anne, Linda, Loraine, 
Norma, Pam, Pat & Sandra

John Ward
Aged 66

Passed away 4th July.
Dear Brother, Brother-in-

Law & Uncle. 

Service at Wear Valley 
Crematorium on Friday 

14th at 10am. Family 
flowers only, donations to 

Cancer Research.

In loving memory of a 
wonderful mother, Nana, 
Great Nana and Sister, xx 

One year has passed 
since that very sad day, 

When our loving mother 
was called away.

God took her home 
it was his will, 

Our wonderful mother 
we miss you still

Ann Milne

In our hearts forever and 
always, love Sharon, Mike, 

Tracey, Peter & families
xxxxxxxxxx

Born 24th July 1943, 
peacefully passed away 

17th July 2016

Raymond Ellsworth
Died 15.7.2012

It’s been 5 years since you 
were taken away,

Not a day goes by when 
you’re not in our thoughts

Love, Janine, Brian, Hilary, 
Wayne, Regan, Bobby-Ray 

& Lola
xxx

Trish Elliot
In Memory - 12.7.2017

Always in our thoughts, 
never forgotten

Hazel, Michelle, 
Polly & Bo

x

Aunty Trish
In Memory - 12.7.2017

Always loved and 
remembered every day

Sharday, Savannah, 
Graham & Michelle

x

Beatrice D Barnes
12th July 2016

Many a day her name is 
spoken

And many an hour she is in 
our thoughts,

A link in our family chain is 
broken,

She is gone from our home 
but not from our hearts

R.I.P. Mam, 
Love always, Pauline, Colin, 

Marilyn & Gillian and 
families

xxx

Judith Fryatt
10th July

One year ago you closed 
your eyes and slipped 

away and left us all broken 
hearted

Miss you so much Judy,
Your devoted friend,

Marjorie

Birthday Memories

Lol Mallen
12th July

Happy Birthday Lol, your 
first away from home.

It’s a wonderful journey 
from the old world to the 

new, someday I’ll take that 
journey just to be with you.
And when I get to Heaven

Where all are free from 
pain,

I’ll put my arms around 
you Lol

And we’ll never part again.

Love you,
Kath

x

Lol Mallen
Happy Birthday Lol (Dad)

Love and miss you always,
Shelly & Hayley

xx

Lol Mallen
12th July

Happy Birthday Dad

Miss you loads my friends,
Craig

x

Lol Mallen
Happy Birthday to the best 

Granda ever

Love, Adam, Shaunie, 
Callum & Leon

x

Lol Mallen
12th July

Happy Birthday Grandad

Love & miss you,
Brandon & David

xx

Birthdays

Happy 2nd Birthday 
cheeky boy

Henry-George 
Chapman

Love ya loads,
Nanna & Granda

xxxxx

15th July

Happy 2nd Birthday 
darling

Henry-George 
Chapman

Love ya loads,
Aunty Kelly & Uncle Martin

xxxxx

15th July

Happy Birthday

Faye Siddle

Love, Steph & Emma
xxx

12.7.17

Christine Comerford
11.7.17

Best wishes to a very 
special Wife on your 

70th Birthday

All my love,
JC
xx

70!

Mam
Mam, wishing you the best 

Birthday ever

Love and best wishes,
Craig & Tracy, Steven & Pam

xx

Granny
Happy Birthday Granny

Love you lots,
Hugs & kisses
Ryan & Laoise,

Kam & Iris
xx

Birthdays
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Services
MOVING A THING? From £14. 
Call Phil. Phone 01325 321084 
or 07790 509925

Deadline
The deadline for Classified 
submissions is noon every 
Tuesday. Call 01388 776896 or 
email crier@talk21.com for more 
information.

For Sale

Henry-George 
Chapman

Happy 2nd Birthday 
Henry-George

Love, Aunty Claire & Uncle 
John
xxx

Classifieds
All about local people...

Birthdays

Congratulations

Congratulations on getting 
your Bachelor of Arts,

so proud of you

Michael Pinkney

Love, Mam & Dad

Michael Pinkney
Well done Grandson on 

achieving your BA

Love, Grandad

Michael Pinkney
Well done Michael on 
becoming a Graduate

Love, Uncle Gary, Aunt 
Dionne, Caton & Jasmine

Acknowledgements
John’s Van

Special thanks to John’s Van 
Team for the sterling job done 
for this rather disorganised 
customer last week.
(Now less) trying customer.

I would recommend this team 
for your goods carriage needs 
because they:
- Do the job to your specifications
- Have structured pricing that is 
founded on fairness
- Are flexible
- Communicate well
- Are punctual
- Serve with a smile
- Do not disappoint.

The team can be contacted 
on 01388 818 286 or 07914 
032 280.

RM Fencing & Garden Services 
All outdoor work undertaken. Tel 
Rob on: 07534 365 680

New Double Divan. £120. 
07789 113343

Social Evolve BMX

Excellent condition. Bishop 
Auckland - 07925376389. 
£200.00 ono.

Tues 15 Aug
10am to 2pm

A monthly indoor market is 
launching in Shildon’s Civic 
Hall. The first market will 
be held on Tuesday 15th 
August from 10am to 2pm.
The concept of the indoor 
market has proved popular 
with independent traders, 
which means that visitors 
will be able to choose from 
a variety of goods.
Products on sale in August 

will include cupcakes, 
sweets, cheeses, bath 
bombs and soaps, candles, 
costume jewellery, books, 
collectables, gifts, carpets, 
flowers and products for 
babies.
Organisers are inviting the 
community to support the 
market. A spokesperson 
said: “We’re really happy 
to have attracted a number 

Monthly  indoor  market  to  be  
launched  in  Shildon

of really good traders and 
we think that we can offer 
the people of Shildon a 
great market experience.
“We hope that people will 
support our local traders 
and that we can build a rich 
and sustainable monthly 
event for the town.
“Come along to browse the 
goods, shop, meet your 
friends, and have a cuppa 
or maybe a bite to eat.
“Best of all, you can enjoy 
it whatever the weather!”
The August Indoor Market 
can currently accommo-
date a limited number of 
additional traders on a first 
come, first served basis.
The cover fee is £15 for two 
table tops for businesses 
and £10 for one table top 
for charities.
Organisers are considering 
ways in which funds raised 
by monthly markets can 
sustainably support the 
market’s future and also 
benefit local residents in 
other ways.
Parties interested in 
trading at the Indoor 
Market or in sharing their 
suggestions should contact 
Luan Deakin at luan.
deakin@shildon.gov.uk.

House now stands. 
After his heroics in the war, 
Michael sadly died far too 
early, in 1952, when he was 

just 46 years old. 
Margaret said she is ex-
tremely proud of her 
father’s role in protecting 
the country in the war and 
she will treasure the medal 

From page 1

Service  medal  for  
Shildon  Navy  man

Greenfield Arts is bursting 
at the seams with free ac-
tivities for the whole family 
this Summer holiday. 
Illustrator Sharron Bates 
will be in Shildon to help 
you create your own digital 
story with ‘Story Makers’.
Develop online creatures 
who take on their own 
identity and personality 
by choosing from a wide 
variety of quality graphics 
and imaginative dialogue.
Writer Andy Croft will be 
in Aycliffe to help those 
creative writers develop 
their very own story.
There will also be the 
regular ‘Crazy Craft’ 
sessions in Shildon, where 
you can get crafty with 
Dawn Belshaw and create 
something fabulous with 
simple everyday objects.
Artist Paul Belcher will be 
at the Aycliffe venue to 
help you turn your creative 
writing into a real book 
that you can keep adding 
to.
Greenfield Arts also 
welcome Family Cooking 

to the Shildon venue. Jan 
Hodgson will be in attend-
ance for the afternoon to 
help you make tasty dishes 
as a family to take home 
and enjoy. 
Finally, at the Aycliffe site, 
staff need the assistance of 
‘Window Wizards’ to help 
them redesign their front 
entrance. 
“Join us to create brilliant 
artwork, which will invite 
the local community to join 
us for fun and creativity!” 
encouraged a spokesper-

Fun  for  all  the  family  at  
Greenfield  Arts

son.
The brochure is now avail-
able for bookings with even 
more on offer. Activities 
are suitable for any age, 
children under 8 must be 
accompanied by an adult, 
booking is essential. 
For full details and to book 
your, visit www.greenfield-
arts.co.uk. 
For more information on 
other activities on offer, 
contact Greenfield Arts 
on 01325 379048 or email 
info@greenfield-arts.co.uk.

Eldon Community Centre 
is to host a fun day this 
Saturday, 15th July, 
between 11am and 2pm.
Entry is free and there 
will be face painting, a 

Eldon  fun  day
magician, small show rides, 
tombola, raffle, cake stall, 
hot dogs, burgers and a bar.
Table tops are still avail-
able at £5 each. Call 07707 
633 735 to book.

Support your local community newspaper:

Don’t forget to mention the The Crier 
whenever you get in touch with a business 
through our pages.
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With the bride, Kirsty 
Wade, walking down the 
aisle to the traditional 
bridal march, all eyes were 
fixed on her. 
Accompanied by her dad, 
Richard Wade, the bride 
was led into church by two 
flowergirls, goddaughters 
Larni Beale and Orlah 
Beale, dressed in white 
ruffed dresses. 
They were followed 
by  bridesmaids, Cattlin 
McGuire, Steph Buckley, 
Ella Dowson, and Neave 
Newham, and maid of 
honour, Gemma Dowson.
The bridesmaids and maid 
of honour were beautifully 
dressed in knee length leaf 
green dresses, the gentle 
shades redolent of a 
summer’s day. 
Marrying fiancé, Daniel 
Newham, the couple’s two 
sons Oliver and Alfie were 
page boys sitting alongside 
best man, Simon Lowes. 

Tristan Newham and 
Connor McGuire completed 
the wedding party as 
ushers, looking after the 
guests, and organising the 
music.
Kirsty’s dress was a 
stunning mermaid design, 
with beaded decoration, 
and an elegant train, 
topped off with a delicate 
veil. 
She carried a white 
bouquet of silk roses, a 
design echoed by the small 
bouquets carried by the 
bridesmaids. 
Rev’d David officiated, 
describing the day as “one 
in which love triumphed, 
because love is stronger 
than anything!” 
The couple and their guests 
celebrated the wedding 
with a reception in the 
Civic Hall. 
A honeymoon to Grand 
Canaria is planned for later 
in the year.

Kirsty and Daniel leave St John’s Church after being 
declared husband and wife. 

Kirsty  and  Daniel  
get  married

A Concert is being given 
by The Sans Pareil Singers 
on Wednesday 19th July at 
7pm in St. Mark’s Church, 
Eldon. Tickets are £5, which 

includes refreshments. 
To obtain tickets, telephone 
01388 777827 or 01388 
772764 or email: pamhutch 
ison@btinternet.com.

Sans  Pareil  singers  
at  St  Mark’s

Daniel Adamson’s coach-house on the corner of Byerley Road and Main Street is still 
standing today. 

The  story  of  Daniel  Adamson 
and  his  Coach-House

The marriage of yeoman 
farmer Matthew Adamson to 
Shildon girl Susanna Turner, 
c1750, was to produce a son 
that would leave his imprint 
on early railway history.
Their son Daniel, born in 
1778 and baptised at St 
Andrew’s Auckland, was 
to marry local girl Nancy 
Gibson and father fifteen 
children: eight girls and 
seven boys. 
The third of his sons to bear 
his name, Daniel, was even-
tually to move to Manches-
ter and become one of the 
leading industrialists of the
Victorian era, and it is 
intended his story will 
feature in a future edition.
Daniel Adamson senior, 
in addition to acting as a 
local coal leader, was to 
take on the tenancy of the 
Grey Horse (Mare) Inn about 
1820. Located on the West 
Auckland to Darlington 
turnpike road, the inn was 
frequented by packhorse 
men and waggoners mer-
chandising coal.
However it was the coming 
of the railways to the town 
in 1825 that would give 
Daniel the opportunity to 
expand his business inter-
ests and make his mark on 
early railway history.
Following the opening 
of the line, the Stockton 
and Darlington Railway 
Company concentrated on 
revenue generating coal 
and mineral haulage, with 
the provision of a passenger 
service a low priority.
The growing demand for 
passenger travel in those 
early years was met by the 
provision of an all horse 
service, run by independ-
ent contractors, operating 
under franchise agreements 
and providing their own rail 

running coaches.
Daniel Adamson was to 
enter that world some 190 
years go, in November 1827, 
with his coach, Persever-
ance running a daily return 
service to Darlington, from 
a pick up point near the 
Mason’s Arms. 
Daniel’s coach, like those 
of his competitors, was 
essentially an adapted 
stagecoach, with wheels 
modified to run on rails, and 
pulled by a single horse.
The opening of Shildon 
Lodge Colliery (Datton 
Pit) in 1830 would lead to 
a change in Daniel Adam-
son’s mode of operation 
and cement his place in 
early railway history. The 
colliery, located behind the 
Grey Horse, was joined to 
the Stockton and Darlington 
Railway by the Surtees Line 
in 1831. The opening of the 
line afforded Adamson the 
opportunity to re-locate the 
terminus of his rail-coach 
to a point directly opposite 
the Grey Horse Inn. 
More importantly, he 
took the bold decision to 
create history by building 
a purpose built rail-coach 
house. Of stone construc-
tion, with a welsh slate 
roof, it was to provide both 
a point for passengers to 
congregate and a shed in 
which to house his coach, 
Perseverance.
Adamson’s construction 
was unique, as at that time 
there were no stations or 
waiting rooms on the line.
Inns, named as pick-up 
points for the rail-coaches, 
were generally near to the 
railway but not necessar-
ily on the line. Adamson 
also took the opportu-
nity to extend his rail-coach 
service to Stockton, the 

return coach arriving back 
by 6.00pm, an ideal time 
for the passengers to alight 
into the Grey Horse for a 
drink!
When Daniel Adamson 
died in 1832, probably 
of cholera, his son and 
business partner William 
took over the running of the 
coach service and the inn.
In September 1833 the 
Stockton and Darlington 
Railway took over the pas-
senger service themselves, 
buying out all of the rail-
coach franchises for some 
£316. This decision afforded 
them the opportunity to 
significantly increase their 
own revenue, by for the 
first time operating a fully 
steam hauled passenger 
service. 
William Adamson, like the 
other rail-coach operators, 
was to lose his business, 
horse drawn rail-coaches 
were banned from the main-
line, and Perseverance was 
to be seen no more plying 
the streets of Shildon.
In the period between 
1833 and the present time, 
Daniel Adamson’s coach-
house has had a series of 
uses: goods/coal depot on 
the Surtees line, farmhouse 
and private dwelling. More 
recently a period as a com-
munity facility. 
The building was awarded 
Grade 2 Listed status in 
February 1980, in recog-
nition of its historic sig-
nificance as the world’s first 
purpose built passenger 
terminus.
It currently stands, 
somewhat forlorn, closed to 
the public and with a single 
private resident. That said, 
it still remains the last 
tangible reminder of those 
early railway coaching days!

facebook.com/
shildontowncrier



Friday 14th July 2017Shildon & District Town Crier Issue 826 Page 5

Residents from Holly Lodge Care Home enjoyed a visit to the National Glass Centre in 
Sunderland during one of their recent day trips. 
Residents from Holly Lodge 
Care Home in Maddison 
Street, Shildon have been 
enjoying some summer day 
trips in recent weeks.
On Thursday 6th July, Life-
style Coordinators, Stacey 
and Steph organised a 
trip to the National Glass 
Centre at Sunderland. 
“Everyone enjoyed looking 
around the centre and 
seeing how the glass was 
made into beautiful orna-
ments and vases,” said 
home administrator, Tracey 

Hamilton. 
“We would like to thank 
the family members who 
came along and helped 
and made the trip a great 
success.” 
Then, just a few days later, 
on Sunday 9th July the 
residents made a shorter 
excursion to the National 
Railway Museum at Shildon 
to view the Miniature Dolls 
House exhibition.
The residents said there 
were lots of interesting 
things to see and it was 

something different and 
that they had enjoyed 
looking around.
Meanwhile, the home is 
hosting its annual Summer 
Fair on Saturday 29th July.
“The fair will be open 
from  1pm until 3pm,” said 
Tracey.
“There will be lots of fun 
things to do including a 
tombola, raffles, a variety 
of stalls and lots more. 
“Everyone is welcome to 
come along and join in with 
the fun,” she added.

In her final service, Major Linda Watson performed the 
dedication of Paul and Zoe Dent’s baby, Rowan. 

Final  dedication  for  Major  
Linda  before  farewell  feast

After ten years of ministry 
and service to the Salvation 
Army and community in 
and around Shildon, Major 
Linda held her farewell 
meetings on Sunday 9th 
July. 
The morning service was 
particularly special as she 
Dedicated (Christened) 

Rowan, the new baby of 
Paul and Zoe Dent.
Imagine her surprise as she 
arrived at the Civic Hall, 
with two friends for lunch 
to then be joined by some 
fifty of her Salvationist and 
other friends and family. 
The extended hall was 
filled for her final service in 

the evening where Shildon 
Mayor, Cllr Shirley Quinn, 
presented a bouquet of 
flowers from the Town 
Council and the people of 
Shildon in appreciation of 
Linda’s contribution to the 
community.
During the service, Major 
Linda challenged members 
to continue God’s work 
under new leadership as 
she moved north to Ayr.
The day concluded with a 
short celebration in music, 
song and a special poem 
entitled God’s Messenger, 
written and read by one 
of the soldiers, offering a 
message of thanksgiving 
from the membership and 
the presentation of a gift 
given toward furniture for 
her new home. 
She was then sent on her 
way, with blessings for 
her new community in 
Scotland, after a splendid 
feast.

Harry Rose’s Craghead Band led the Big Meeting and 
were also selected to play at Durham Cathedral.  

Harry’s  band  plays  
at  Big  Meeting  

Shildon cornet player,  
Harry Rose, aged 10, had 
a special experience on 
Saturday 8th July as he 
marched and played at the 
head of the parade in his 
first Durham Miners’ Gala, 
which was attended by 
200,000 people.
Harry has been playing the 
cornet for about 18 months 
with Craghead Band, where 
he attends for regular 
lessons. 
Harry had hoped to join 
the Aycliffe band, closer to 
home, but was below the 
minimum 12 years.
“However, friends from 
Chester-le-Street who were 
members of Craghead sug-
gested he join there, where 
the only stipulation was 
that he had his own teeth,” 
joked mam, Clare. 
“The big day began at 
6.30am when we arrived at 
Craghead to meet his much 
loved band,” explained 
Clare. “At 7am, the band 
marched through Craghead 
village before hopping on a 

bus into Durham.
“Craghead Band were the 
first band to march through 
the city and play outside the 
County Hotel before con-
tinuing to play and march 
onto the racecourse,” said 
Harry’s proud mam.
“Harry was very lucky to be 
invited to play and he has 
worked and practiced very 
hard to participate with the 
band. 
“This was his first ever per-
formance with the big band 
as he calls it and what a day 
to pick, as Craghead Band 
were one of just four bands 
at the march to be invited 
to play in the service at 
Durham Cathedral.
“Harry feels that this was 
the most amazing experi-
ence he has had, to hear 
the band echo throughout 
the cathedral as they 
played.
“Well done Harry, she 
added, “you played amaz-
ingly and your maturity 
throughout the day was 
fantastic.”

Summer  of  activities  for   
Holly  Lodge  residents

All commission received goes towards 
the running costs of the paper

Book your Garnetts Coach 
Trip through The Crier

Call us now on 
01388 775896
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Shildon Town Council and 
its Partners will be hosting 
Fun4All event in Hack-
worth Park on Saturday 5th 
August, from 11am till 3pm. 
There will be lots of things 
for the whole family to get 
involved in with fun ac-
tivities such as a climbing 
wall, fair ground rides, 
music, demonstrations, 
games, workshops, market 
stalls, commercial traders 
and a table top sale with 
a diverse range of goods 
available. 
There will be a standalone 
skate competition in the 
Skate Park for youngsters 
aged 8 and over (helmets 
must be worn to take part).
Kath Regan, Community 
Development & Project 
Support Worker at Shildon 
Town Council said, “There 
is still time to get involved, 
if you are interested we 
would like to welcome any 
and all groups who work 

with or deliver to children, 
young people and families 
who could provide a dem-
onstration of what they do. 
Or you may wish to come 
along and promote your 
organisation’s activities, 
group or club to a new 
audience. You could even 
use the event to fund raise. 
However you would like 
to get involved, we would 
love you to be part of this 
‘funtastic’ event.”  
Shildon Town Council and 
Partners would like to 
thank all local groups & 
organisations and individu-
als; along with those from 
wider afield who have 
offered their support and 
helped to put this event 
together. 
If you would like to get 
involved or would like 
further information,  
contact the Town Council 
on 01388 772563 or email 
k.regan@shildon.gov.uk. 

Fun4All  in  
Hackworth  Park

Shildon Railway Sports 
& Social Club (BR), 

Hackworth Street, require a

BAR ASSISTANT
Approx 20 hours per 

week. Flexible.
Applications in writing 
to the above address.
Contact the Secretary 

on 01388 772068
or (evenings)

07798 835 376
for more information.

A. FrAncis
Roofing & Building

From a single slate to a new roof
Gutters cleaned and inspected

Chimney repairs

No job too small
Tel: 01388 833853

Mob: 07811 848228
Established 1987

Repointing to brickwork

Cub  pack  march  to  
the  Cairn

1st Shildon Cub Pack 
recently marched to the 
cairn in Humshaugh, North-
umberland which marks 
the same walk that Baden-

Powell took in 1908. The 
Cubs had a great weekend 
at the cub camp at nearby 
Greencarts. 
The group even achieved 
second place in the sports 
day, out of the eight groups 
that attended.

PHASE ELECTRICS 
Domestic & Commercial

Full/Part Rewires | Extra Sockets | Lighting | 
Periodic Inspections | Landlord Certificates | 

Fault Finding | New Cooker/Shower Installations | 
Fuse Board Upgrades | Inspection & Testing |
 24 hr Call Out | 100% Customer Satisfaction | 

All work Part P Certified and Guaranteed |
No Job Too Big or Too Small

Call Steve 07873416943
Big Enough to Cope, Small Enough to Care

To Let
2 Bed House in  

Byerley Road, Shildon
2 reception rooms, newly 
decorated, new carpets. 
Readvertised due to time 
waster. £360pcm (£83pw)

No Fees.
01325 312156
07746 294399

At  home  with  the  Mayor

Councillor Shirley Quinn, 
Mayor of Shildon held her 
first major event of the 
year on Tuesday 11th July, 
inviting dignitaries from 
around the region, fellow 
councillors, family and 
friends to her Mayor at 
Home event at the Civic  
Hall.
Shirley commented, “The 
whole afternoon was a 
great success. My guests 
and I enjoyed the fabulous 
afternoon tea, entertain-
ment from Timothy Hack-
worth Primary School and 
took part in raising funds 
for my charities. 
“A total £247 was raised 

through their kind gen-
erosity. This year, I have 
chosen The Shildon 
Branch of the newly 
formed British Legion, 
The Sanctuary (which is 
a counselling service that 
will be shortly moving into 
the old HSBC building) 
and planning a New Year’s  
Party for the older people 
of the town.
As always the standard of 
“the Civic Hall was noted 
by my guests, who were 
also overwhelmed with 
the performance given by 
the school children.” 
The youngsters also joined 
the party, where one of 

the children was over-
heard talking to another 
remarking, “That it  was 
the best food I have ever 
tasted”.
Mrs Tilletson from Timothy 
Hackworth Primary School 
organised a selection of 
readings and songs which 
were performed by her 
pupils. 
“I am proud to say that Iam 
a school governor at the 
school as all the children 
were well  mannered and  
respectful throughout  the 
visit,” continued Shirley.
“I look forward to my other 
events that are planning 
during my Mayoral year.”

Mayor of Shildon, Cllr Shirley Quinn (centre), with her husband & consort Cllr Peter 
Quinn, dignitaries and children from Timothy Hackworth Primary School.

Letters
Have your say...

Dear Editor,

On Saturday 1st July four events were taking place in Shildon. St John’s 
Church and the Salvation Army both had summer fayres, the football 
club held an event and down the road at Middridge there was another 
summer fayre.

On Saturday 8th July there was nothing on apart from the football 
match at Dean Street. It seems a great shame that orginasations in the 
town cannot come together to arrange dates that don’t clash so more 
people can attend these functions.

Name and address withheld on request.
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Teaching  Assistants  reject  
latest  contract  offer

County Durham Teaching 
Assistants (TAs) have 
rejected the latest 
contract offer from 
Durham County Council 
(DCC) after a consultative 
ballot with their unions.
Both UNISON and ATL 
members, who repre-
sent the majority of the 
county’s teaching assis-
tants, rejected the offer, 
which had been criti-
cised by campaigners as 
“rushed”, “confusing” and 
“ill thought out”.
Chief among the criticisms 
was that after new job de-
scriptions were provided, 
which TAs helped write, 
the core body of TAs 
(Level 3) were evaluated 
at a grade lower than their 
current pay scale. 
TAs claim that DCC have re-
peatedly denied requests 
for the points scores which 
led to the unexpected 
evaluation. 
However, DCC chose 
instead to mitigate against 
the low scores by regrad-
ing all Level 3 TAs to the 
equivalent of Enhanced 
TAs, meaning they would 
now have to teach a full 
class at least once a week 
although they have not 
been trained to teach 
and were not previously 
expected to.
Enhanced TAs, meanwhile, 
would have no higher 
grade to move to so would 
be unable to mitigate for a 
significant loss of pay.
A total of 472 - over 20% of 

the TA workforce - would 
have lost pay under the 
proposals.
TAs also cited confusion 
about their new contract-
ed hours as a reason for 
rejecting the offer.
DCC claimed the new con-
tracts included a ‘flexible’ 
37 hours per week and 
40 weeks per year, with 
the new additional hours 
expected to be included 
from extra-curricular work 
already undertaken by TAs, 
but many TAs reported that 
head teachers were insist-
ing that the new hours 
would be timetabled. 
Gillian Iveson, spokesper-
son for County Durham 
Teaching Assistant Activ-
ists said: “A lot of good 
work has been done so it 
is a shame that DCC and 
UNISON rushed the final 
proposal when we were so 
close to achieving a good 
deal for everyone.
“We warned that the deal 
would be seen as unfair 
and now the unions and 
DCC really must listen to 
us if they want this dispute 
resolved to everyone, 
including the council’s 
benefit.  
“The council need to stop 
hiding information and 
hiding behind confidential-
ity clauses. We only have 
one chance to get this deal 
right so that the future of 
Durham TAs is permanently 
secured. 
“We didn’t want to go 
into another summer of 

stress and worry but we 
would rather delay and 
achieve the right outcome 
than leave almost 500 col-
leagues behind.”
Ken Smith, Regional 
Official for ATL, said: “ATL 
members have shown that 
they are not prepared to 
accept this poor offer from 
Durham County Council.
“We will now do all we can 
to support those members 
affected and will be ap-
proaching UNISON with a 
view to pursuing a joint 
way forward.”
Durham Miners’ Associa-
tion, who have invited TAs 
to march with them for 
the past two years at the 
Durham Miners’ Gala, 
Europe’s largest union 
gathering, said: “We fully 
support this democratic 
decision and will continue 
to give the Durham 
Teaching Assistants our 
unwavering solidarity.
“We urge the Council to 
take note of this and come 
back with an improved 
offer so that this dispute 
can be resolved fairly.”
John Hewitt – Corporate 
Director for Resources at 
Durham County Council 
– said: “We recognise 
the result of the UNISON 
ballot. We will continue to 
work with the recognised 
trade unions to consider 
next steps and how we 
move forward.”
UNISON were unavailable 
for comment before The 
Crier went to press.

Ahead of the latest ballot result, Teaching Assistants marched at the Durham Miners 
Gala for the second year running.                                              Photo: perrinewtonphotography.com

A County Durham histo-
rian will reveal the inside 
story of the role her family 
played in the birth of the 
railways.
Jane Hackworth-Young will 
speak at Durham County 
Record Office, County 
Hall, about her great, 
great grandfather Timothy 
Hackworth and his younger 
brother Thomas.
The talk, entitled The 
Hackworth Brothers, will 
take place from 6.30pm 
to 8pm on Thursday 20th 
July.
The brothers were both 
engineers and, although 
Timothy is by far the better 
known, both were involved 
in the construction of some 
of the first locomotives.

Dawn Layland, education 
and outreach archivist, 
said, “This promises to 
be a fascinating talk by a 
guest speaker who, as well 
as being a member of the 
Hackworth family, is an 
expert on the contribu-
tion her ancestors made to 
railway history.”
The session is part of a 
series of talks taking place 
at Durham County Record 
Office under the name of 
Third Thursday Talks. 
Talks cover topics ranging 
from the Durham Light 
Infantry and the First World 
War to changing fashions 
through the ages.
The talk is £5 per person. 
To book, call 03000 267 
626.

Talk  to  focus  on 
Hackworth  brothers

Work is well underway 
between Shildon Town 
Council and Sunnydale 
Campus of Greenfield Com-
munity College for this 
year’s Young People’s Art 
Exhibition. 
Laura Peaker, Subject 
Leader of Visual Arts, will 
be leading the project and 
working with pupils from 
across the local primaries, 
providing them with the 
opportunity to visit the 
Sunnydale campus site to 
engage in planned work-
shops that feed into the 
exhibition.
The exhibition will 
showcase work from both 
the primary pupils and Sun-

nydale Campus of Green-
fields Community College 
students’ final GCSE exam 
submissions and provides 
them with the opportunity 
to have their work publicly 
exhibited.
The exhibition runs during 
the day on Thursday 20th 
July, where local primary 
schools will visit in the 
morning and the exhibition 
opens for public viewing 
from 3pm till 7pm. 
“Please come along and 
help us celebrate the 
unique and distinctive art 
works created by our ex-
ceptionally talented young 
people,” encouraged a 
spokesperson.

Young  people’s  art  
exhibition

Three lucky winners, S 
Thornberry, T Newbold and 
M Vayro shared last week-
end’s £950 jackpot, each 
receiving £317.

Lotto  jackpot  shared
This week’s jackpot reverts 
to £400 with players 
required to select the 
winning combination of 6 
numbers from 20. 

The next meeting of the 
Shildon AFC Supporters 
Club will take place on 

Supporters  meeting
Monday 7th July at 7pm in 
Shildon AFC clubhouse. All 
are welcome to attend. 

Following the success of the 
recent fun day at Shildon 
AFC’s Dean Street ground, 
another similar day is being 
planned for next month 
with table reservations 

Shildon  AFC  Fun  Day
being taken in advance for 
the table top sale. 
Anyone wishes to reserve a 
table tops at £5 per table 
should contact Russ Hen-
derson on 07538 789464. 
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Shildon’s Jack Mensforth has begun a five month teaching contract at soccer camp in Los 
Angeles after gratuating with an HND in Sport Coaching from Bishop Auckland College. 

LA-bound  Jack  among  the  
latest  to  graduate

Shildon sports coach, Jack 
Mensforth, from Tynedale 
Walk flew to Los Angeles 
last week to begin a five 
month contract teaching 
children at soccer camps.
He is just one of 64 in-
dividual success stories 
from last week’s Bishop 
Auckland College HE gradu-
ation ceremony, having 
collected his scroll after 
completing four years of 
study culminating in his 
Level 5 Higher National 
Diploma in Sport Coaching.
Jack landed his contract 
with UK International 
Soccer after successfully 
completing an assessment 
day in Newcastle follow-
ing the organisation’s visit 
to the college scouting 
for new coaching talent. 
The 20-year-old, who will 
teach children aged eight 
to 18 in the US and hopes 
to achieve his UEFA licence 
in football coaching, said: 
“I really can’t wait to get 
out there!”
Former Army bomb disposal 
expert Steven Dykes is also 
looking forward to a bright 
future, after qualifying 
with a distinction in his 
HND in Business.
The 32-year-old, of Bishop 
Auckland, was with the 
Royal Engineers Explosive 

Ordnance Disposal (EOD) in 
Essex for five years.
He now works as a clinical 
engineer at the University 
Hospital of North Durham 
and also as a part time 
fitness instructor and in 
September starts his BA 
(Hons) in Applied Manage-
ment one year top up, 
which will see him study at 
the college’s strategic HE 
partner the University of 
Sunderland.
Steven said: “I always 
thought I would run my 
own business. Now I would 
like to work my way up to 
management.”
Other graduates last night 
included mother-of-three 
Sarah Bennett, 25, of 
Newton Aycliffe, a volun-
teer at Butterwick Hospice 
in Bishop Auckland who has 
achieved her Level 1, 2, 3, 
4 and Foundation Degree in 

Counselling at the college 
and now plans to do a one 
year top up at the Uni-
versity of Sunderland to 
complete her BA (Hons) 
degree and become a full 
time counsellor.
Addressing the ceremony 
at Bishop Auckland Town 
Hall, College Principal and 
Chief Executive Natalie 
Davison-Terranova told the 
graduates: “You must revel 
in the knowledge that you 
have already achieved 
immense success and that 
you will, undoubtedly, go 
on to achieve much more 
in the future.
“Each of you will have a 
very personal and indi-
vidual story to tell about 
your learning journey and 
I know how much dedica-
tion, work and passion you 
have committed to your 
studies.”

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

Reverend Emily and Reverend Mark Hudghton. 

Saint John’s Church in 
Shildon and Saint Mark’s in 
Eldon welcomed their new 
minister Reverend Mark 
Hudghton last weekend.
Working alongside 
Reverend David, Mark will 
be in Shildon for the next 
three to four years. 
Uniquely Mark’s wife Emily, 
was ordained alongside 
Mark at Durham Cathedral 
just two weeks ago and 
has begun her ministry in 
Stockton.
Both said they wanted to 
go into ministry before they 
met at York University and 
their shared calling helped 
bring them together. 
“We did not see each other 
and think, ‘You are going 
to be a vicar so I definitely 
want to marry you,’” Emily 
laughed. “But I think it 
means we were coming 
from the same place 
in terms of the way we 
wanted to live our lives.”
With two clergy under one 
roof, they admit there is a 
danger they turn inwards to 
church issues and politics. 
But they also insist there 
is a benefit in that they 

both get what the other is 
going through. “We both 
understand the stresses 
and strains and the joys,” 
says Mark. 
Still firmly in their 20s, 
they were among a flood of 
young people taking Holy 
Orders this summer.
The Church of England has 
reported a 14 per cent 
rise in people training for 
ordination this year and a 
17 per cent increase in the 
number of women.
Among the 543 beginning 
theological college, one in 
four are under 32, signalling 
a much-needed shift if the 
CofE is to replace its ageing 
clergy. 
Both said their training had 
given 'so many reasons to be 
excited and hopeful for the 
future'. Mark adds; “Jesus 
is Lord and Jesus wants 
people to come to know 
him through the Church 
in this country. I can't see 
the future of the church 
in England and the Church 
of England being anything 
other than positive.”
Aware they are a tiny part 
of a much bigger change 
that needs to happen, Mark 
says he feels like the boy in 
the gospel story of feeding 
the 5,000, who brought his 
small lunch to Jesus only 
for it to be multiplied. “We 
don't bring anything, in and 
of ourselves, other than 
what God has given us to 
give away,” he says, with 
Emily adding: “We can love 
people. That is our part to 
play.” 

Churches  welcome  
new  reverend

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826527952
01388 720009

J. D GAS 
SERVICES

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out


