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BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE
FREE

MEaSuRE & FITTINg 
buy direct from the 
factory and save

Cabinet  give  go  ahead  for  
closure  of  28  Children’s  Centres

Proposals for the future of 
County Durham’s children’s 
centres were given the 
go-ahead on Wednesday 
18th March, meaning that 
28 children’s centres in the 
area will close, including 
Shildon’s Sure Start Centre.
Durham County Council’s 
Cabinet accepted the plans 
for a new approach to pro-

viding childcare services 
for the under-fives, which 
they say is designed to 
improve the lives of some 
of the county’s most vul-
nerable children and their 
families.
Plans will see the emphasis 
shift from specialist build-
ings to community venues, 
in what they say is a drive 

to reach families which 
most need support.
A consultation on propos-
als took place over a three 
month period last year and 
all comments and submis-
sions were considered by 
Cabinet.
Durham County Council say, 
“The recommendations 
are designed to ensure the 
under-fives, particularly in 
the most deprived areas 
of the county, are ready 
for school life. The paper 
outlines how, despite some 
successes, the current 
reliance on children’s 
centres has failed to 
deliver the improvements 
hoped for.”
Services will be taken 
farther into communities, 
focussing on the places 
families already go. It is 
hoped this will be benefi-
cial to parents who would 
no longer be expected to 
travel to specialist venues.
Some of the proposed com-
munity venues for service 
delivery include Jubilee 
Fields Community Centre, 
Shildon Library, Shildon 
Methodist Church, St John’s 
Church, Sunnydale Leisure 
Centre and the Civic Hall, 
although these venues will 
need to be risk assessed 
and meet the needs of 
families.
Continued on page 3.

Durham County Council and 
the Local Access Forum 
(LAF) are currently as-
sessing the potential for 
improving footpaths, bridle 
ways and cycle ways in 
Shildon.
The work is being carried 
out by Ethos Environmen-
tal Planning and LandE, 
and they would like to 
hear from members of 
the public to help identify 
possible priorities for these 
improvements.
They would like to hear 
from residents about such 
things as;
• Problems you have with 

paths - does anything 
annoy you?

• What improvements 
would you like to see?

• Would you like to see any 
new paths/routes opened 
up?

• What paths do you most 
use and why?

• Which paths don’t you use 
and why?

You can participate in the 
following ways;
• Follow the Shildon web 

link from www.LandE.
co.uk (you will be able to 
view detailed maps and 
give feedback by complet-
ing a short online survey).

• Email Paul Greatorex of 
LandE at paul@LandE.
co.uk.

• Write to Travel Planning 
Team, Transport, RED, 
Durham County Council, 
County Hall, Durham, DH1 
5UQ.

Path  priorities

Coffee  morning
St John’s Church will be 
hosting a Coffee Morning 
on Saturday 28th March, 
between 10am and 

11.30am. As well as the 
regular cake stall, there 
will also be a tombola. 
All are welcome to attend.

MOTs, SERVICING AND REPAIRS 

MANY MORE SIZES AVAILABLE
PRICES SUBJECT TO AVAILIBILITY

APRIL 2015 TYRE SPECIAL
COMPETITIVE PRICING

CALL US FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE
01388 778070

195/65/15 £35
185/55/15 £35
205/55/16 £35

Book your Garnetts Coach 
Trip through The Crier

Easter Holiday trips include Blackpool on Friday 3rd, 
Saturday 4th and Monday 6th April, and Whitby on 

Friday 3rd and Monday 6th April
Call us now on 01388 775896 

or call in and see us upstairs in the Town 
Council Building, Civic Hall Square

Full list of day trips available to view. All commission received 
goes towards the running costs of the paper.

SUPER EASTER SUNDAY, 5th April

Bingo, Domino Handicap
All welcome, 2pm start

Old Shildon W.M.C
The Brilliant  DAVE BLACK

Bingo Nights - Tuesday & Thursday
Bookings now being taken for the new 

function suite (conditions apply)
Tel: 01388 772173 / 07856 278 438

Shildon Sure Start Centre is one of 28 Children’s Centres in County Durham that will 
either transfer to a local school or nursery, or be used for alternative purposes. 
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In Memoriam In Memoriam Birthdays Birthdays

Classifieds
All about local people...               

   Town Crier
  Shildon
 & District

No 1 LOCAL APPLIANCE
REPAIR CENTRE

Specialists in Laundry, Refrigeration, 
Cooking, Dishwashing & Vacuums

Highly qualified Engineers to 
your door FREE OF CHARGE
Tel: 01388 777353 / 01388 778556

A&R ELECTRICS GROUP

Two years ago 
you passed away,

Sadly missed every day

Kevin Pedelty

Lots of love,
From your loving family

28.3.54

For a dear Brother

Time passes
Memories stay
Sadly missed

Along life’s way

Moira Hunter

Susan, Derek & family

March 29th 2000

John  Smith

Seven years since you 
passed away

Sadly missed by all 
at the Town Crier

1st April 2008

Michelle Coulson

Loved always, Mam & Dad
xxx

No one knows how much 
we miss you Michelle, no 
one knows the bitter pain 
we have suffered since we 

lost you.
Life has never been the 

same. In our hearts your 
memory lingers sweetly 
tender, fond and true. 

There is not a day, dear 
Daughter, that we do not 

think of you.

Michelle Coulson

Till we meet again,
Love always,
Brother Peter

xxx

Its a year since 
you’ve been gone,

But in my heart
you still live on.

Our family chain is broken 
and nothing is the same, 

we mention your name and 
speak of you often.

God bless you Michelle, 
you will never be forgotten.
“Laugh with the angels my 

little Sister”

Michelle Coulson

Loved and missed, today 
and every day,

Anne, Ian & family
xxx

A year ago she was taken, 
No warning left hearts 

filled with pain,
But though she has gone 

from among us,
In our hearts she will 

always remain

28.3.14

Michelle Coulson

Love you forever Michelle,
Pamela & Peter

I saw my Sister in the 
Chapel of Rest and held her 

little hand, she looked so 
peaceful and content, she 
will never understand the 
tears I’ve cried, but I hold 

all the memories in my 
heart that I treasure till we 

meet again

In Memoriam

Birthday Memories

Beryl Lewis

My arms cannot 
reach to hug you

As you watch from 
up above,

But Beryl, you know I am 
sending Birthday wishes

And all my love

Your loving Husband 
George

xx

26.3.15

Letitia (Pat) 
Stephenson

Dearly loved Mam & Nanna

Your loving family
xx

March 29th

Go to the gates of Heaven
Love and kisses 

are waiting for you,
We’ve sent them 
with the Angels,

Our Birthday gift to you

Sophie Louise O’Hare

Love Mam, Dad, 
Mia Grace, Nanna, 

Grandma & Grandad
xxxxxx

Congratulations on your 
18th Birthday

26th March

Have a lovely day

18!

Happy 13th Birthday to our 
lovely Daughter Emily

Emily Oxley

Love Mam, Dad & Zoe
xxx

March 27th

Happy 13th Birthday Emily

Emily Oxley

Lots of love,
Grandma

xx

March 27th

Happy 21st Birthday

Rachel Bainbridge

Lots of love,
Mam, Dad, 

Leanne & Brandy
xxx

21!
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Henry, Louise & Rachael 
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kindness and best wishes 

during their recent sad 
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Thank you to the 
Co-operative Funeral 
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Services
MOVING A THING?

From £14. Call Phil.
Phone 01325 321 084 

or 07596 179 859

Heating & Plumbing

Gas Safe Registered
Combi Boilers- Fires - Cookers
All Gas Work Serviced & Repaired

Phone Paul on
07967 679 998

FIRST  CHOICE  MAINTENANCE

Need to contact 
The Crier
T: (01388) 775 896
E: crier@talk21.com
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J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

Gas Safe Registered
For All Boiler 
Installations

Services &
Repairs

Free Quote

Tel: 07826527952
01388 720009

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice

Tel Stephen on: 07976554046
Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10

01388 818286
07914 032280

LICENSED WASTE 
CARRIER

With over 40 people de-
scending on the Furnace 
Pit Community Garden on 
Saturday, the shrieks of 
children having fun could 
be heard from Byerley 
Road! Even the local police 
called by to offer support, 
advice, and in their words 
‘a bit of muscle.’ 
PC David Littlefair and 
CPSO Michael Robson 
arrived as the hotdogs 
were being shared out 
and described the sight 
that met their eyes as 
“amazing.” 
Wheelbarrows were 
trundling backwards and 
forwards as fresh topsoil 
filled newly built raised 
beds, weeds were pulled 
and worms discovered. 
“Look at this” screamed 
Melissa aged 5, as she held 
a worm up to be admired 
by those around her. 
“This is what Shildon Alive 
(a Saint John’s Church 
project) is all about,” 
commented Community 
Worker Paula Nelson. “It 
is about our community 
coming together for our 
community.” 
The garden, opened in 
2012, has been the focus 
of discovery, learning, 
and fun, over the last 
three years with events 
for all ages throughout the 

growing season. 
“When a community 
engages with creation,” 
said Revd. David, “it re-
discovers its heart, a real 
passion for life and flour-
ishing that affects every-

thing”. 
If you would like to get 
involved in the Big Dig or 
learn more about Shildon 
Alive, call 01388 417600 or 
call in at 19 Church Street, 
Shildon.

Police are appealing for 
witnesses after thieves 
broke into a parked and 
secure Ford Fiesta on Pearl 
Street, Shildon.
The incident occurred 
overnight between Sunday 
15th and Monday 16th 
March, when an attempt 
was made to force open 
the front nearside door 
before entry was gained 
by smashing the window of 
the same door. 
A handbag and contents 
were stolen, together with 
a ladies’ tweed jacket.

In a separate incident, 
thieves also broke into a 
Ford Focus parked in Dale 
Road overnight between 
Tuesday 17th and Wednes-
day 18th March. 
Property was removed 
from inside the vehicle as 
well as the boot, including 
a Tom Tom Sat Nav, Multi 
Tool and clothing. Some 
items were found aban-
doned nearby. Anyone with 
information concerning 
either offence is asked to 
contact police via the non-
emergency number, 101.

Melissa proudly shows off a wiggly worm!

PCSO Michael Robson (pictured with Revd Tomlinson, Paula Nelson and volunteers), 
dropped in on the Big Dig to offer ‘a bit of muscle’.

Big  Dig  is  a  bigger  success

Thefts  from  motor  
vehicles

The MoTor Shop
2 CheapSide, Shildon, 01388 773654
•	 All	types	of	number	plates	supplied
•	 All	types	of	keys	cut
•	 Immobiliser	batteries
•	 Photocopying	&	Fax	service
•	 Car	Batteries	(with	2	year	guarantee)

www.themotorshop.co.uk
Est 1979Open Mon-Fri 8.30am - 5.00pm - Sat 8.30am - 2.00pm

Open Bank Holidays 9am - noon. Closed Sundays.

The Council’s Children’s 
Centres are currently 
arranged in five localities.
This is to ensure that all 
areas have a proportion 
of Children’s Centres con-
sistent with their levels of 
deprivation. No change is 
proposed to these arrange-
ments.
Within the 5 localities, Chil-
dren’s Centres are grouped 
into 16 ‘clusters’, with each 
of the 16 clusters having a 
“Main” Children’s Centre. 
One Children’s Centre 
building in each cluster, 
(with the exception of the 
Coundon cluster, which is 
currently being integrated 
with the Bishop Auckland 
cluster) will be retained, 
thereby reducing the 
number of centres from 43 
to 15.
The plans will see the 
council retain these 15 
specialist fixed venue 
Children’s Centres, with 
the remaining 28 centres 
either transferring to 
schools and nurseries or 
being used for alternative 
purposes. 
Within the ‘Newton Aycliffe 
Cluster’, Newton Aycliffe 
Children’s Centre has been 
identified as the Centre 
which will be retained, 

meaning services at Shildon 
Children’s Centre on Byerley 
Road will be transferred to 
an alternative provider.
Under the new proposals, 
Durham County Council 
expect to save around £1 
million.
Cllr Ossie Johnson, Cabinet 
member for children and 
young people’s services, 
Durham County Council, 
said, “We are commit-
ted to providing high 
quality services to support 
families and their young 
children to be both healthy 
and ready for school, so 
that they can achieve their 
full potential. 
“We recognise that chil-
dren’s centres play an im-
portant part in this and we 
propose to change the way 
we work to target support 
to children and families 
who need it most.”
Cllr Lucy Hovvels said, “It’s 
about improving services 
and it’s important that the 
community understands 
that this is a transforma-
tion - the service is not 
disappearing.
“We should not be fright-
ened to transform our 
services and do things dif-
ferently if we are going to 
get a better outcome.”

Shildon  Sure  Start  
to  be  ‘transferred’

Continued from page 1.
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HILLCREST
AUTOELECTRICS

Seymour  Street,  
Bishop  Auckland,  DL14  6JD

Engine Diagnostics
Sat Nav Systems

Hands Free Phone Kits
Key Coding - ECU Coding

Car Alarms - Air Conditioning

Tel:  01388  604717

Shildon  Neighbourhood 
Police Team are appealing 
for witnesses to an incident 
of damage which occurred 
at 8.50pm on Wednesday 
18th March at an address in 
Albion Avenue. 

Rock  thrown  
through  window

Those responsible threw 
a rock at the ground floor 
lounge window, causing 
damage. 
If you have any information 
which can assist police, 
contact Shildon NPT on 101.

Persons unknown have 
smashed both the wind-
screen and front nearside 
window of a parked Rover 
between 8.45pm on Wednes-
day 18th March and 9.10am 

Car  window  
smashed

on Thursday 19th at Front 
Row, Eldon.
Anyone with information 
about those responsible is 
urged to contact PC 768 
Brown of Shildon NPT on 101.

The Busy Bees fundrais-
ing group recently held a 
stall and raffle at Bishop 
Auckland Youth and Com-
munity Centre on Walker 
Drive, where they made 
£150. This money will be 
added to their yearly total 

to help local charities and 
organisations. Tickets were 
also sold at the Three Tuns 
in Shildon and all prizes 
have been claimed.  
“Thanks again to everyone 
who supported us,” said a 
spokesperson.

Busy  Bees  boost  
funds

Due to the upcoming Bank 
Holidays, there will be 
only one Citizens Advice 
session per month at the 
Town Council offices in 
April and May; Monday 
20th April and Monday 
18th May.  
There will also be sessions 

at Shildon Sure Start 
centre on Wednesday 15th 
April, 10am to 12 noon, 
and Thursday 30th April, 
12 noon - 3pm.
Anyone needing advice 
outside of these sessions 
can call the CAB advice 
line on 03444 111444.

CAB  sessions

Tel: 01388 774154
Mob: 0777 844 9812

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL &
T.V AERIAL NEEDS. LOCAL - 

RELIABLE and  REASONABLE
FREE  ESTIMATES

DOUGLAS
ELECTRICAL 
& TV AERIAL 

SERVICES

Solar  so  good  for  Prince 
Bishops  eclipse  watchers 

Young would-be astrono-
mers at Prince Bishops 
Primary School in Coundon 
Grange took to the play-
ground last week to watch 
the partial solar eclipse 
that gripped the nation.
All of the children and 
their teachers donned solar 
glasses so that they could 
watch the eclipse unfold on 
Friday morning. The school 
bought a pair of glasses 
for each pupil with all the 
children also contributing 
£1 each to the cost.
In the days before the 
eclipse the children 
learned what a solar 
eclipse was and also 
learned the dangers of 

looking directly at the sun 
so that they could safely 
enjoy the spectacle on the 
day.
The children also found out 
that the next solar eclipse 
of the same magnitude in 
the UK won't happen until 
most are adults, in 2026, 
and the next time the UK 
will experience a total 
eclipse of the sun will not 
be until 2090 – in another 
75 years time.
Luckily for the children, 
the cloudy morning didn't 
spoil the event and there 
were squeals of delight as 
the clouds broke and the 
youngsters were able to 
watch the sun's disc turn 

into a smile as the eclipse 
reached its maximum.
Prince Bishops Head 
Teacher, Lynne George 
said, “It was wonderful 
that our children could 
watch such a spectacular 
phenomenon together, 
especially as most will be 
adults before another op-
portunity like this comes 
along.
“Many thanks to Miss 
Dawson, the member of 
staff who ensured that we 
could all experience the 
eclipse in a safe way by 
sourcing safety glasses and 
teaching the children how 
to protect their eyes. They 
had a fantastic morning.”

A fundraiser which took 
place at Elm Road Club this 
month has raised £730 in aid 
of local 19 month-old boy 
who has been diagnosed 
with a terminal illness.
Zach, from Spennymoor, 
has Krabbe Leukodystro-
phy, a rare disease which 
destroys the protective 
coating on nerve cells in 
the brain and throughout 
the nervous system.
His parents were given the 
devastating diagnosis on 
Christmas Eve last year, 
following numerous trips to 
the hospital.
Prior to 26th November 
2014 Zach was a healthy, 
happy boy who, despite 
being born 5 and a half 
weeks early had just about 

mastered walking. He is 
now unable to walk, stand, 
sit, use his arms or hands 
and is fed through an NG 
tube. Doctors have warned 
his parents that the pro-
gression of the disease - 
also known as Globoid cell 
Leukodystrophy - may be 
just as rapid as the onset of 
his symptoms.
Zach’s parents and family 
are devastated by his diag-
nosis, but have pledged to 
help the little one continue 
life as normal and have 
created a bucket list of 
activities for him to enjoy. 
These include for Zach to 
meet Mickey Mouse, ride a 
bike, have his own dog and 
meet a famous person.
The event, which took 

place on Friday 20th March, 
raised £550 to help Zach’s 
dreams come true, along 
with a further £180 from 
raffle tickets which will be 
donated to www.saveba-
biesuk.org. 
Save Babies UK is a reg-
istered charity founded 
in 2008 which works to 
advance the health and 
wellbeing of children suf-
fering from Krabbe disease 
and other Leukodystrophies 
in the UK.
One of their aims is to 
improve and save the lives 
of children by working to 
prevent disabilities or early 
death resulting from treat-
able diseases that are de-
tectable through newborn 
screening.

The children donned solar glasses so that they could watch the eclipse unfold.

Hundreds  raised  for  Zach’s  
bucket  list

Churches Together in 
Shildon are inviting 
residents to join them in 
worship during Holy Week 
at the following services;
• Monday 30th March, 7pm, 

at St. John’s Church.
• Tuesday 31st March, 7pm, 

at Shildon Methodist 
Church.

• Wednesday 1st April, 
7pm, at St. Thomas’ 
Catholic Church.

• Good Friday, 11am, 
outside witness near St. 
John’s Church.

Easter  services
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P.J.R. 
PLASTERING

All aspects of Plastering
Re-skims & Rendering, 

Damp proofing
Clean Service

Quality Workmanship
Very Reasonable Rates

No Job too Small
Phone for a
FREE quote

01388   775275
0781  357  1929

J.P. Pottle
Plumbing and Heating

Central Heating Installations
 and Repairs

Gas Servicing and Repairs
All aspects of plumbing work 

undertaken
No job too small.

20 Years Experience
Time served

FREE ESTIMATES  
Gas Safe Registered.

Heating Grants for OAPs

Tel: 07974 177242  
or  01388 607233

Budding engineers have 
been building bridges at 
a County Durham training 
centre as part of a nation-
wide celebration of ap-
prenticeships.
More than 200 students 
from seven schools across 
the county have been 
enjoying the appliance of 
science in hands-on work-
shops with local employ-
ers at South West Durham 
Training.
The year 9 and 10 pupils 
enjoyed engineering and 
construction activities 
which included building a 
55 foot long cable and sus-
pension bridge provided by 
the Institute of Civil Engi-
neers, bricklaying, robotic-
engineering and problem 
solving exercises.
The activities have been 
arranged to mark National 
Apprenticeship Week, a 
week-long nationwide cel-
ebration of apprenticeships 
and the positive impact 
they have on individuals, 
businesses and the wider 
economy co-ordinated by 
the National Apprentice-
ship Service.

The schools who took part 
were Bishop Barrington and 
King James I Academy in 
Bishop Auckland, Ferryhill 
School, Greenfield School 
in Shildon, Sedgefield 
School, Woodham Academy 
in Newton Aycliffe and 
Whitworth Park School in 
Spennymoor.
Local employers involved 
at the SWDT events, jointly 
organised with strategic 
partner Bishop Auckland 
College, included Stockton-
on-Tees based car parts 
manufacturer Nifco, which 
last month announced a 
£50m contract with Ford 
which has secured 350 
jobs.
Nifco’s general manager 
(engineering) Andy Dunn, 

a former SWDT trainee 
who is a big advocate of  
apprenticeships, gave an 
inspirational talk to the 
students about the impor-
tance of skills develop-
ment.
He said, “We recruited 
our first apprentices for 
several years in 2011 and 
the impact they have had 
on the business has been 
significant. It is absolutely 
vital to invest in the skills 
and development of young 
people. Ensuring that we 
have young, hungry and 
talented individuals in our 
workforce is crucial to help 
meet our ambitious growth 
plans, and I have seen 
plenty of evidence of that 
here today.”

Young  engineers  are  building  
bridges

Reverend David Tomlinson 
welcomed three children 
into the Church on Sunday 
15th March, as well as the 
father of one of the young-
sters.
Kody John May, born 
on 19th July 2014, was 
baptised during the 
service.
His parents Kristopher Hall 
and Amy Beckley, from Elm 
Road, chose four Godpar-
ents; Andrew Burn, Nicole 
Gray, John Richardson and 
Mark McGuiness.
A celebration was held for 
family and friends at Elm 
Road Club.
Next up was Alayah Faith 
Dorothy Scott, who was 
born on 23rd July 2014 to 
parents Alice Peacock and 
Kieran Scott from Dalton 
Crescent.
Taking their vows as 
Godparents was Kallum 
Stewart, Wayne Whitfield, 
Lauren Crowe, Hannah 
Mottram, Brittany Walker 
and Kieran Johnson.
Old Shildon Club was the 
venue for the family’s 
party.

(Left) Kody John May with his family and (Right) Father and daughter Nathan Mark Blower and Eliza Patricia Dunn, 
who were baptised together, pictured with Eliza’s mam Lucy Dunn.

Christenings at St John’s

HARRISOn bROwn wInDOwS

For all your UPVC windows, doors and 
conservatories. If your double glazed 

units are all misted up, call us.
We now supply and install 

UPVC Internal Doors

TEL: 01388 777606

Furnace Industrial  Estate,  Shildon

It was an extra special day 
for five month-old Eliza 
Patricia Dunn, who was 
baptised alongside her 
dad, Nathan Mark Blower, 
from Birch Avenue.
Nathan, with Eliza’s mam 
Lucy Elizabeth Dunn, 
looked on proudly as Emily 
Horner, Thomas Horner 

Leah Faith Dorothy Scott on her christening day with her 
parents and Godparents.

and Keegan Graham took 
their vows as Godparents 
for their daughter. 
As Nathan is 21 years-old, 
he chose to forego Godpar-
ents.
The family celebrated, 
along with friends, with a 
reception at The Railway 
Institute.

A Low Cost Quality 
Bookkeeping And 

Accounting Service
New Business Start-Ups, Sole Traders, 

Partnerships, Limited Companies
Bookkeeping, VAT, Payroll, Self-Assessment, Financial Statements
CALL NOW for Competitive Prices and easy monthly 

payment terms from £25 per month with no additional extras
Tel: 01325 954521 and ask for Graham for a free 

and friendly appointment to discuss your needs
Email: graham@aspirega.co.uk

www.aspiregaaccounting.com     www.aspirega.co.uk
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Shildon NPT are appealing 
for witnesses to an incident 
of criminal damage which 
occurred between 1.10am 
and 1.23am on Sunday 
15th March in Co-operative 
Street. 
The culprits used an imple-
ment to smash the outer 

pane of glass of a ground 
floor window to three 
neighbouring properties, 
as well as the front offside 
window of a Land Rover  
parked around the corner.
Anyone with information 
is encouraged to contact 
Shildon NPT on 101.

New  locomotive  joins  school 
holiday  fun  this  Easter

Locomotion, the National 
Railway Museum at Shildon 
welcomes a very special 
guest locomotive this 
Easter: the Super D. 
Throughout the Easter 
school holidays (Saturday 
28th March to Sunday 12th 
April) families will be able 
to see the Super D locomo-
tive on display at the head 
of a freight train.  
The Super D locomotive 
BR No. 49395 is the sole 
survivor of the London 
North Western Railway G2 
Class.  
It was built in 1931 and is 
a great example of a 20th 
century steam locomotive 
designed for freight work. 
Families visiting the 
museum during the 
holidays can enjoy free 
freight train themed arts 
and crafts activities from 
Monday 30th March to 
Friday 10th April from 
10am to 4pm, with the last 
admission at 3.30pm. 
During Easter weekend 

(Friday 3rd to Monday 6th 
April) families can follow 
an indoor Easter Trail and 
have a hunt among the 
locos, wagons and car-
riages on display in the 
Collection building. 
Successful hunters will get 
a sticker at the end of the 
trail.
Those wanting to experi-
ence the days of steam can 
take a passenger steam 
train ride (for a small 
charge) on Sunday 5th and 
Monday 6th April.  
Those wanting to be more 
hands on can take part in 
a 30 minute steam train 
driver taster experience 
for £80 (this activity must 
be pre-booked and for 
insurance purposes par-
ticipants must be aged 
between 21 and 69).
The Museum can be con-
tacted on 01388 771439 or 
by email at locomotion@
nrm.org.uk for more details 
or to book.
Locomotion will also 

witness the return of the 
Ground Level 5” Gauge 
Main Line Association 
Display (Friday 27th to 
Sunday 29th March).  
GL5 will take over the 
tracks at the front of the 
Collection building.  
The 5” gauge railway will 
be travelling alongside the 
standard gauge locomotive 
displays.  
The exhibition is entertain-
ing for small children who 
can view the models at 
their own level and explore 
the display, which includes 
crossing points and minia-
ture steam.  
Finally, in a busy Easter 
calendar, visitors can find 
out about how power was 
generated in the late 19th 
and early 20th centuries at 
the Stationary Engine Rally 
(Saturday 11th and Sunday 
12th April).  
There will be many 
examples of stationary 
engines and machinery on 
display.

Domestics Direct 
AppliAnce repAirs

Washing Machines, Tumble Dryers, 
Electric Cookers, 

Vacuum Cleaners, Dish Washers

free locAl cAll out

Call Darren
Daytime: 07949 905 581
Evening: 01388 721 882

A Messy Easter Celebra-
tion for families is taking 
place at Shildon Methodist 
Church Hall on Wednesday 
1st April, from 10am to 12 
noon.

There will be Easter 
stories, craft activities, 
worship and refreshments. 
All are welcome, however 
children should be accom-
panied by an adult.

Anyone who can identify 
either of the two male 
suspects above, who were 
responsible for the theft of 
a large amount of Adidas 

clothing from the Factory 
Shop at 12.50pm on Sunday 
15th March, is asked to 
contact Shildon NPT on 
101.

Windows  broken

Thieves’  identity  
sought

Youngsters enjoying the Easter events at Shildon’s Locomotion Musuem.

Easter  disco
An Easter Family Disco 
will be taking place at 
Eldon Community Centre 
on Saturday 4th April, 
between 6.30pm and 

9.30pm.
There will also be a raffle, 
refreshments and a deco-
rated Easter egg competi-
tion. Entry is 50p.

Messy  celebrations

CHIROPODY

01325 320126

Mr P. Oliver

BSc(Hons) - M.Ch.S

for a Home Visit call

PETER’S BooKKEEPING SERVICES
For all your Bookkeeping Needs

Self-assessments, VAT, Payroll
Monthly, weekly or quarterly accounts
For a Free no obligation meeting call Peter on

01325 311239 / 07929 096 462

These men stole a large amount of Adidas clothing from 
the Factory Shop.

Alan Pearson
Joiner / DIY

Doors Hung - Quailty Fireplace 
Mantels - Garden & Yard Gates 
- Laminate Flooring - Flat Pack 

Furniture
£15/hr - £14 pensioners
Tel Alan: 776250

Fence Painting - Wallpaper Stripping 
& Odd Jobs

£15/hr - £14 pensioners
Also Hedges / Small Trees Trimmed / Cut

Tel Tony: 776156
Both honest, reliable, local lads. 

Small jobs welcome. Happy to Help!

Tony Pearson
Gardening & Painting 

Furness Industrial Estate, 
Shildon, DL4 11QB

01388 773365

REQUIRE A 
FULL TIME CAR 

VALETER
Ring for an 

appointment

PIZZA 4U
Under New Management

Free delivery in Shildon 
when you spend over £9

01388 417227
26 Spencer Street

Eldon Lane

PIZZAS - PARMESANS 
KEBABS - BURGERS - 
WRAPS - KIDS MEALS
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Kindling for Sale
(Fire sticks - log burners)
Large bags only £3
Delivered free to your 
door - usually same 

day delivery
Discount for bulk orders

Tel Lee on:
07526 206 477

(Locally based)

Staff and residents had a 
very lively afternoon at 
Holly Lodge Care Home on 
Maddison Street, Shildon, 
on Thursday 19th March, 
when an Easter show was 
performed by the Rat Pack 
Vegas Show. 
The singer performed a 
variety of popular songs 
from the Rat Pack includ-
ing Strangers in the Night, 
Mr. Bojangles, Volare and 
many more. 
“As you can see by the 
photo both the staff and 
the residents enjoyed the 
show and had a little dance 
along to the tunes,” said a 
spokesperson.

JK’s Plastics & Roofing
All types of Roofing, Slating, 

Tiling, Flat Roofing, 
Dry Verge Systems

Guttering Renewed & 
Replaced, uPVC Fascias, 

Soffits & Cladding 
(Wood or Plastic)

Fibreglass Flat Roofing
“We will beat any genuine 

written quote”
Contact Kevin:
01388 600187
07919 178 979

Rat  Pack  Vegas  Show  hits  
Holly  Lodge

Residents and staff alike enjoyed a sing and a dance.

The re-instated Summer 
Sunday through-train 
service to Whitby begins 
on Sunday 28th March.
The train leaves Shildon at 

8.17am arriving at Whitby 
at 10.35am. For the return 
journey, the train leaves 
Whitby at 3.45pm, arriving 
back at Shildon at 6.11pm.

Return  of  the  
Whitby  service

TV AERIALS
Full Digital - HD Ready

One room from£35
Extra rooms from £10 
TV tuned in free

All work guaranteed
We will match any quote

jtva.co.uk 0784 574 6531
All jobs subject to available signals

UPVC & Composite door 
multipoint locks, internal door, 
window locks, handles, hinges

[lost keys gained entry]
Garage door locks & cables, key 

safes and all other hardware.
All supplied & Fitted

Genuine low prices
Call Phil on

07856 278438
or 01388 774107

philip.locks@gmail.com

Double  celebration  for  Garden  
Guild

The Committee members 
of the Shildon Garden Guild 
celebrated 35 years of 
service to gardeners with 
a meal at the Civic Hall on 
Wednesday 18th March.
The event was a double cel-
ebration, as the men were 
joined by Willie McSporran, 
a manager of the Guild’s 
main supplier - Clydeside 
Trading Society - who is 
retiring after 34 years.

Willie has worked with the 
Guild for 20 years and trav-
elled 145 miles to share a 
meal with members. 
The Garden Guild was 
opened in March 1980 in 
the old surveyor’s building 
in Burke Street. As mem-
bership grew, the building 
became too small and 
Sedgefield Borough Council 
subsequently offered the 
group a disused garage 
on the same street. The 
Guild then purchased three 
railway goods wagons from 
Shildon Works to house 
compost and peat, etc.
After a year, SBC informed 
the Guild that the building 
would have to be shared 
with their gritter wagon, 
which had to be removed  
by the driver every Sunday 
morning before business 

could start.
After complaints, SBC 
placed the site up for sale 
and Shildon Town Council 
offered the Guild a spare 
porta cabin near the Civic 
Hall, however in 1990 this 
land was also sold. Shildon 
Town Council kindly agreed 
that the money raised 
from their land sale would 
provide the Guild with a 
brick building for the first 
time, and in 1993 they 
moved into their new home 
behind the Civic Hall, 
where they have been ever 
since.
The Shildon Garden Guild 
now accepts gardeners 
from any area. Go along on 
a Sunday morning between 
8.30am and 11.30am for 
details (including Easter 
Sunday).

Manager of Clydeside Trading Society, Willie McSporran (left) with Garden Guild 
members Kenny Snowdon, Ray Bainbridge, Derek Hopps, Michael Wilkinson, Les 
Iddon (Hon Sec for 35 years) and Harry March.

Skate  Park  
consultation

A consultation event for a 
new Skate Park for Shildon 
is taking place on Thursday 
26th March.
The event will take place at 
Shildon Civic Hall between 
1pm and 6.30pm, when the 
town’s young people, as 
well as the wider commu-
nity, are invited to go along 
and choose their favourite 
plans. There will be three 
potential designs to choose 
from.
The preferred skate park 

design will be built this 
summer thanks to funding 
from Sport England, as well 
as a cash injection from 
Councillors’ Neighbour-
hood Budgets and Shildon 
Town Council.
For those who can’t make 
the event, call Shildon 
Town Council on 01388 
772563 to arrange to see 
the plans, which will be 
available to view in the 
Council Offices on Friday 
27th March.

After transforming the 
front of the building earlier 
this year, Old Shildon Club 
has now also received an 
interior make-over.
The club now boasts a 
‘luxury’ new function 
suite, and the ground floor 
lounge area and toilets 
have been transformed.
A spokesperson for the 

Club commented, “The 
contractors have made 
a fantastic job of the 
new function suite along 
with the new toilets and 
disabled facilities. We 
have something to be 
proud of.
“Come along and have a 
look. You will not be dis-
appointed, it’s first class.”

Club  has  ‘luxury’  
makeover
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Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...

In brilliant sunshine, 
Shildon Under 8s hosted a 
well organised Leven side 
in an evenly matched game 
which saw Leven open the 
scoring.
Shildon, however, battled 
hard to come back, and 
were rewarded with an 
equaliser from John Taylor.
Leven continued to 
pressure the home side 
and their persistence paid 
off when they scored just 
before half time to go into 
the break with a 1-2 lead.  
Soon after the kick-off 
Shildon equalised with 
Taylor netting his second 
goal. 

Leven continued to push 
forward bringing some 
great saves from Adam 
Thompson in the Shildon 
goal that kept them in the 
game and earned him the 
man-of-the-match. 
Hard work and excellent 
defending by Noah Fawcett 
and Xander Caygill with 
Sam Hopper battling hard 
in midfield pushing forward 
brought the winning goal, 
with Taylor on the end of it 
to collect his hat-trick. 
Afterwards the manager 
said it was a “brilliant per-
formance by all the team.”  
Final score: Shildon 3 Leven 
2.

Shildon AFC travelled to 
5th bottom club West Al-
lotment Celtic on Saturday 
21st March and came away 
with a comfortable 3-0 
victory to move up a place  
to 4th in the division table, 
with games in hand on all 
of the teams above them.
The reverse fixture against 
the same side takes place 
as we go to press on 
Wednesday evening.
Celtic’s Sean Reid saw 
an overhead kick hit the 
side netting early on, but 
afterwards, Shildon took 
control.
The opening goal arrived 
on ten minutes when a 
Sam Hodgson cross from 
the right hand byline found 
Paul Connor and his slick 
back heel beat keeper Dan 
Mullen.
It was all Shildon, with the 
keeper at full stretch to 
keep out a Mark Hudson 

lob and then stopping a 
left foot drive from Paul 
Connor.
Just before the break a 
through-ball from Mark 
Hudson found Mark 
Doninger, who fired low 
into the bottom corner to 
give the visitors a comfort-
able cushion on the stroke 
of half time.
Half Time:  West Allotment 
Celtic  0  Shildon AFC  2
Early in the 2nd half the 
Railwaymen went 3-0 up 
when a Mark Doninger 
cross was volleyed home by 
Paul Connor.
A minute later Celtic’s Liam 
Hudson beat two Shildon 
defenders and was through 
on goal, only for Kyle Hayes 
to pull off a fine save with 
his feet.
On the hour a Mark 
Doninger header was 
pushed away for a corner 
then Lee Scroggins fired 

over.
Although Shildon controlled 
the play for the remainder 
of the half they were not 
able to capitalise on their 
superiority and didn’t add 
to their goal tally.
Final Score:  West Allot-
ment Celtic  0 Shildon AFC 
3.
Man-of-the-Match:  Lee 
Scroggins.
As the season draws to 
a close, the league title 
is still wide open, with 6 
teams still in contention. 
Shildon are five points 
behind leaders Guisbor-
ough with three games in 
hand.
Shildon take on Gatehead 
in the final of the Durham 
Challenge Cup on Good 
Friday, 3rd April. Kick-off is 
at 10.45 am at The Hetton 
Centre, Welfare Road, 
Hetton-le-Hole, DL5 9NE 
(22 miles from Shildon).

The latest Shildon AFC Sup-
porters Club lotto numbers 
were drawn on Sunday 
evening during the half 
time break in the Support-
ers Club Quiz Night. 
The six numbers drawn out 
of the bag were: 1, 3, 4, 7, 
8 and 13.
There was no winner of 
the jackpot prize, so one 
participating ticket was 
drawn for the £25 consola-
tion prize.

The winning ticket 
belonged to Wilf Tray of 
Shildon.
Next week's jackpot rises to 
£750 with players required 
to choose 6 numbers from 
the remaining 13.
The lotto will again be 
drawn during the half time 
break in next Sunday's Sup-
porters Club Quiz Night, 
which begins at 8pm in the 
Dean Street clubhouse. All 
are welcome.

The final event in the 
Winter Grand Prix Series 
for Minor Athletes took 
place at Monkton Stadium 
on Sunday 8th March.
Three of the sprint group’s 
younger members took 
part in this event. In the 
under 10s 60m Cody Hall 
set a PB in her heat, finish-
ing in 9.8 seconds, and in 
the 450m finished in a time 
of 1.50.30.
In the under 11s 60m 
Kayleigh Readman qualified 
for the final finishing in 9.4 
seconds in her heat, whilst 
Isabel Forster also secured 
a final place by setting a 
new PB in 9.3 seconds. 
In her final Kayleigh finished 
second in 9.1 seconds 
whilst Isabel set a further 
PB in her final to finish 
second in 9.2 seconds. In 
the 600m Kayleigh finished 
4th in 2.21.9 seconds. This 
was enough for her to finish 
joint 1st overall in her age 
group in the Grand Prix 
Series.
The Last North East Harrier 
League fixture took place 
at Wreckenton on Saturday 
14th March and saw Joshua 
and Thomas Wraith run in 
the U13 Boys. Joshua was 
first home in overall 31st 

position in a time of 10.01, 
(20th position on times), 
whilst Thomas followed 
in hot pursuit finishing 
in a time of 10:18 in 38th 
position overall (27th 
fastest on times).
Lizzie Cramb ran an excel-
lent race in the U15 Girls 
finishing in 10:26 in 8th 
position but with the 3rd 
fastest time. 
Lizzie Wood ran in the 
senior womens event and 
finished in a brilliant 25th 
position from a field of 
319, gaining promotion 
to the fast pack. Lizzie 
came 8th in the individual 
Grand Prix tables running 
from the bottom end of 
a huge age group. She 
started the season in the 
slow pack, was promoted 
to the medium pack after 
one race and finished the 
season by getting promoted 
to the fast pack.
On Sunday 22nd the club 
was well represented at 
the Thirsk 10 Mile Road 
Race. First back for Shildon 
was Colin Wild in a very 
good time of 1:07:15. Donna 
Dunbar was next in a time 
of 1:23:24; Lynne Foster 
ran in a time of 1:24:50; 
Hazel Johnson was next 

in 1:26:48 with Ian Rudge 
close behind in 1:27:08. 
Helen Race completed the 
course in 1:31:47, Julie 
Cane ran in 1:34:18 with 
Andrea Lowery in 1:43:05, 
Annie Pluse in 1:47:40 and 
Emma Flynn completed 
Shildon’s team in a time of 
1:52:50.
Shildon Running and 
Athletic Club is open to 
anyone from the age of 
seven years upwards pro-
viding that the child is in 
year 3 at school. Anyone 
interested in joining the 
club can go along for a free 
tryout session.
For details of club nights 
and times to suit each age 
group, check out www.
shildonrunning.co.uk or 
email secretary@shildon-
running.co.uk. 
The club is also on 
Facebook where there are 
more reports and photos 
and a chance to keep up to 
date with what’s going on 
at the club. 
Hackworth Parkrun is open 
to everyone and is free to 
enter. It takes place each 
Saturday morning starting 
at 9am prompt. To register, 
visit the website at www.
parkrun.org.uk.

Railwaymen  stay  in  title  hunt

Running  Club  round  up

Lotto  results

Shildon  battle  to  
well  earned  win 

SHILDON AFC FIXTURES
Saturday 28th March

Home v Penrith
Wednesday 1st April

Home v Dunston UTS
Friday 3rd April

Away v Gateshead
Durham Challenge Cup Final

Tuesday 7th April
Away v Dunston (League Cup Semi Final)

Saturday 11th April
Home v Whitley Bay
Wednesday 15th April

Away v Morpeth Town


