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Ashby and Atkinson
Dental Practice

Are your dentures looking old and stained? 
Want to give them a new lease of life for 2015?

Then come to Ashby and Atkinson to have them 
professionally cleaned using the Sympro unit by Renfert. 

This unit gently removes germs, stains and odours leaving 
your dentures free from bacteria, tartar and plaque giving 

you back that white smile you’ve been missing!

The process takes up to forty minutes, during which you 
can sit and wait or drop them off and collect later.

We are offering a 10% discount for January which means 
it will only cost £31.50!! 

To make an appointment just phone our reception or pop 
in, so we can give you further information and book you 

an appointment.

NHS appointments are also available for those 
seeking treatment.

Phone: 01388 775104 
Or call in and ask at reception.

23 - 27 Main Street, Shildon, DL4 1AL 

Unit 10, Abraham Enterprise Park, St Helen Auckland, 
Bishop Auckland, County Durham, DL14 9TT

On Tindale Retail Park next to KFC

•	 MOTs
•	 Tyres
•	 Van	Hire
•	 Servicing	&	Repairs
•	 Collection	and	Delivery	

Service	Available

Call:
01388 605080

Call in for your FREE Winter Check 
on Tyres, Lights, Wipers and Anti 

Freeze for your car or van!!!

Residents in Middridge can 
find out how local issues 
are being tackled when the 
Area Action Partnership 
meets later this month.
The GAMP board meeting is 
on Tuesday 20th January, 
between 6pm and 8pm, at 
Great Aycliffe Town Council 
offices.
Local people can also 
raise any neighbourhood 
concerns they want the 
board to address. These 
need to be put in writing 
and sent in advance.
The board will be receiving 
presentations on clinical 

commissioning planning, 
the Great Aycliffe Town 
Council neighbourhood 
plan and a new Wellbeing 
for Life initiative. 
Anyone who would like to 
attend the board meeting 
or send in questions should 
register by ringing 01325 
327 441 or by emailing 
gampaap@durham.gov.uk   
Great Aycliffe and Mid-
dridge AAP is one of 14 
Area Action Partnerships 
set up by Durham County 
Council in 2009 to help the 
authority better engage 
with residents.

Have  a  say  on  local 
issues

Town  Council  
meetings
The January meetings of 
Shildon Town Council will 
take place on Monday 19th 
January, from 6.30pm in 
the Council Chambers, 
Civic Hall Square.

Among the items to be 
discussed is the confirma-
tion of Budget and Precept 
Requirements 2015/16.
Members of the public are 
invited to attend.

Police are appealing for 
witnesses following the 
death of a Newton Aycliffe 
man who was killed when 
his car left the road and 
careered through a fence 
in Eldon.
Shane Michael Smith, 25, 
of Stainforth Close, died 
in the incident- just before 
Close House - at around 

Police  appeal  after  Aycliffe  
man  is  killed  at  crossroads

8.50pm on Saturday 10th 
January.
Only one vehicle was 
involved, a blue Audi A4 
driven by Mr Smith. The car 
had been travelling north 
down Eldon Bank.
As it went over the Eldon 
crossroads it crossed to 
the offside of the road 
and collided with a fence 

before coming to rest in a 
field.
Mr Smith suffered serious 
head injuries and was con-
firmed dead at the scene. 
The road was closed to 
traffic for around three 
hours while collision unit 
investigators carried out an 
examination of the scene.
His grieving family have 
paid tribute to Shane 
in a statement released 
through their police family 
liaison officer. They said; 
“We are all devastated by 
the loss of our Shane. He 
was a gentle giant with a 
heart of gold.
“As a family our lives will 
never be the same as we 
will always have this awful 
emptiness. He should be 
here, cracking jokes as he 
always did. If there are any 
witnesses to this accident 
please contact the police.
“We need to know why 
it occurred and why our 
beautiful, happy, smiling 
Shane has been taken too 
young. RIP Shane, we love 
you to pieces and words 
cannot describe how much 
we will miss you.”
Anyone who saw the 
vehicle on the road at any 
point before the collision is 
asked to contact the Cleve-
land and Durham specialist 
operations unit on 101.

Shane Michael Smith (inset) was killed when his Audi crossed to the offside of the 
carriageway and collided with a fence at Eldon crossroads.
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Passed Away Birthday Memories Birthdays Birthdays Acknowledgements

Classifieds
All about local people...               

   Town Crier
  Shildon
 & District

7th January
Peacefully at home after a 

short illness, Ellen, Nee York, 
aged 80 years, of Shildon

Ellen Brunskill

Beloved Wife of the late 
Raymond, devoted Mam of 

Nigel and Mother-in-Law 
to Alison, much-loved and 
loving Nana to Jason and 
Jack. Also a dear Sister, 
Sister-in-Law and Aunt.

Will friends please meet 
for service in Darlington 

Crematorium at 1.45pm on 
Wednesday 21st January.

Family flowers only 
please. Donations in lieu if 
desired may be left at the 
Crematorium for Cancer 

Research.

There is a home that lies 
beyond and past its golden 

door awaits our Mam, 
who’s not away, not lost, 

just gone before

Doreen Coley

All our love always Mam,
Your three girls Maureen, 

Karen & Pat
xxx

20th January 2009

And in the home that lies 
beyond the master will 

prepare a place for us, and 
when he calls we’ll meet 

our Mother there

Not a day goes by when we 
don’t think of you Princess,
Sleep tight with the Angels

Chloe Clark

Love and miss you dearly,
Mary, Albert, Emma, 

Kristian, Vicki & Jay-Lee
xxx

My best friend, I will never 
forget you, always in my 

thoughts

Chloe Clark

Love you,
Sammie-Leigh

xx

12th January
Olive Rewcastle

Love from all your family
xxx

Thinking of you on your 
85th Birthday Mam

Every day we think of you 
and all our memories are 
kept close to our hearts

Birthdays

Louie William 
Henderson

Happy First Birthday to our 
handsome Grandson

20th January

Lots of love,
Grandma & Granda

xx

Rebecca Hepple

Happy 21st Birthday 
Princess

21st on 19th January

Love you always,
Mam & Dad

xxx

21!

Rebecca Hepple

Happy 21st Birthday 
Little Sis

21st

Love Stacey, Josh & Tiny
xxx

21!

Happy 21st Birthday Becca

Rebecca Hepple

Love you always,
Daniel

xxx

Happy 21st Becky

Rebecca Hepple

Love Auntie Tina, Mick 
& family

xxx

Happy 21st Becky

Rebecca Hepple

Love Aunty Gillian, Uncle 
Charlie & family

xxx

Happy 70th Birthday 
Dad & Grandad

Peter Gray

Lots of love,
All the family

Hope you enjoyed your 
surprise party

21!
Peter Gray

Would like to thank 
everyone for cards and gifts 
and turning up to his 70th 

Birthday Party

Isabella Weng

Happy 3rd Birthday 
to our Princess

20th January 2015

Lots of love,
From Mam & Dad

xxx

Ethan Carrick

Happy 12th Birthday Son

17th January

Love ya lots,
Mam & Dad,

Kyle & Ella
xxx

12 Today
Happy Birthday

Ethan Carrick

Love Gran & Grandad
xx

17th January

Mabel Trotter
The family of the late

Would like to thank family 
and friends for cards of 

condolence, messages of 
sympathy and donations 

to the Great North Air 
Ambulance Services during 

our recent sad loss.
Special thanks to Rev. 

David Tomlinson for a very 
comforting service and also 

to Kevin and staff at Gibson’s 
Funeral Services for their 

help, support and guidance.

Simpson
Arthur and Paul wish to 

thank relatives, friends and 
neighbours for the kindness 

shown to them during 
their sad loss of Dorothy. 

Many thanks to doctors at 
Hallgarth Surgery, district 
nurses, carers, the Revd. 

Emma Morgan. Also thanks 
to Kevin and staff at 

Gibson’s Funeral Services.

Services
Mobile Hairdressing Services

Special rates for OAPs
Tel Claire on: 07736 905 185

MOVING A THING?
From £14. Call Phil.

Phone 01325 321 084 
or 07596 179 859

Man with a Van 
+ Gutters Cleaned

07880 795 499

Ever Clean
Domestic and office cleaning, 

ironing and end of tenancy 
cleans. Please contact Susan  

01325 789618
07584 288 821

T&D Fencing Services
Tel: 07974 618 146

Found
Four Keys

With a cartoon fob. 
Found at the entrance to 

Cleveland Avenue on Sunday 
4th January.

Contact The Crier

Car Key
Found in Lilburn Close on 

Friday 9th January.
Contact The Crier

Acknowledgements

Bus Pass
For John Matthews. Found 

near JJ Fish Bar, Dean Street 
on Saturday 10th January.

Contact The Crier
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Police have put a stop 
to the work of numerous 
cannabis growers in the 
area thanks to tip-offs from 
members of the public, 
and instead of destroy-
ing the pots and compost 
officers have decided to 
donate them to community 
projects. 

On Tuesday 13th January, 
members of Bishop 
Auckland Neighbourhood 
Policing Team handed over 
a number of items seized 
during raids on makeshift 
drugs factories to the 
Men’s Cree group from 
Eldon Lane, where they 
were gratefully received.

The Men’s Cree, which is a 
voluntary group based at 
the Dene Valley One Stop 
Shop, run an allotment 
and also plant bulbs in and 
around the local commu-
nity.
For more information 
on the club, call 01388 
777714.

Seized  equipment  put  to   
good  use

PETER’S BooKKEEPING SERVICES
For all your Bookkeeping Needs

Self-assessments, VAT, Payroll
Monthly, weekly or quarterly accounts
For a Free no obligation meeting call Peter on

01325 311239 / 07929 096 462

Have you got a little tyke 
aged between 6 and 8 
years-old? If so, why not 
take them along to the 
Little Tykes Group, where 
they can play crazy games, 
sing,  dance, act and even 
perform in a show, all 
while having fun. 
The Tykes meet every 
Thursday from 5.30pm to 
7pm at Hackworth Rest 
House on Central Parade. 
A spokeperson said, “The 

young people will learn 
new skills, help build their 
confidence and creativity 
and meet new friends. It 
is just an hour and a half 
of fun. The group has 
already performed at the 
Civic Hall on a few occa-
sions.” 
If you have a young person 
who would like to join, or 
if you require any further 
information, ring 01388  
774838.         

The Mayor of Shildon, Cllr 
Henry Nicholson, is hosting 
a Valentine’s Charity 
Evening on Saturday 14th 
February, at Shildon Civic 
Hall.  
Entertainment will be 
provided by ‘fabulous soul 
singer’ Paul Brown, plus a 
disco and a fun Mr & Mrs 
competition. There will 

also be a hot buffet.  
Tickets cost £10 per person 
with  money raised on the 
evening going towards the 
Mayor’s charities, Help 
for Heroes and the MARA 
Unit at Bishop Auckland 
Hospital.  
Tickets are available from 
Shildon Civic Hall and the 
Town Council Offices.

Valentine  Charity 
Evening

A local college has joined 
forces with a neighbouring 
Reserve Centre to offer uni-
formed services students a 
taste of Army life.
Bishop Auckland College 
and D (Rifles) Coy Fifth 
Fusiliers have agreed a two 
year affiliation which will 
see students attend the 
infantry company’s Reserve 
Centre for regular training 
sessions, which will include 
practising section attacks 
and learning about military 
communications.
The students will be kitted 
out with smart jackets, 
polo shirts and sport t-shirts 
emblazoned with the D 
Coy and Bishop Auckland 
College logos, which have 
been part funded by contri-
butions from D Coy and the 
wider Fifth Fusiliers. 
The training sessions, 
which started in the new 
year, are being held at D 
Coy’s Reserve Centre, Eden 
Armoury, located near 
the college’s main Bishop 
Auckland campus, and 

at the College campus 
itself.  
Capt Janet McNab, Staff 
and Admin Officer at D 
Coy said, “We are thrilled 
that this affiliation is 
taking place between two 
professional and forward 
thinking organisations 
offering young people op-
portunities, adventure and 
training. I look forward to 
D Coy hosting the students 
for training in the near 
future.”
Former Sunnydale pupil, 
Chloe Dent, age 16 from 
Shildon, is now studying the 
programme at the college. 
She said, “I feel very proud 
to wear our new uniform. 
It really helps us prepare 
for our working life in the 
services after college, and 
I am really looking forward 
to the activities with D-
Company and the Fifth 
Fusiliers.”
The Level 3 Diploma in 
Public Services course 
prepares students for 
direct employment in the 

Armed Services or emer-
gency services, helping 
them develop the skills 
needed including con-
fidence, self discipline, 
problem solving, meeting 
deadlines, keeping fit, and 
working as part of a team. 
They achieve a qualifica-
tion equivalent to three 
A-Levels at the end of the 
two-year course. 
For more information on 
the course, which starts 
each September, visit the 
website at www.bishop-
aucklandcollege.ac.uk or 
email start@bacoll.ac.uk or 
call 0800 092 6506.

Shildon AFC Supporters’ 
Club’s weekly lotto draw 
took place on Sunday 11th 
January and the numbers 
out of the bag were: 
1,3,5,8,9 and 12.
There were no winners of 
the £750 jackpot, which 
now rises to £800. 
The consolation prize of 
£25 was won by P Thorn-

berry of Shildon.
For next week's draw 
players should select 6 
numbers from 12.
Tickets are available from 
Dean Street on match days 
as well as outlets around 
the town. 
For more information visit 
www.facebook.com/safcs-
clotto.

Lotto  rollover

Members of the Men’s Cree were delighted to receive the pots and compost, which 
were seized from cannabis grows by local police. 

Little  Tykes

Students  kitted  up  for  Army 
training

Something Old, 
Something New

Selling nearly new 
Children’s / Adult’s Clothes 

and Nursery Items, all at 
very competitive prices

GET 20% OFF 
PURCHASES OVER £15

(with this advert)

8 Church Street, Shildon, 
DL4 1DU (Next door to 

Davisons) 07583 744 604

Delicious Bites
38 Coronation Avenue

07526 195 437

HOT & COLD 
FOOD & DRINKS

Mon-Fri 7.30am - 1.30pm
Sat 8am - 1pm

Delivery Available

Latino  Fitness
FREE TASTER 

SESSION
Wednesday 21st 
January, 6.30pm

Get fit to the sound of the 
hottest Latin music at 

Jubilee Fields Community 
Centre, Shildon

Then every Wednesday, 
6.30-7.30pm, £3.50

For more venues phone 
07462 937 559
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Letters
Have your say...

LOOKING TO SAVE 
MONEY ON YOUR 

ACCOUNTANCY FEES?
New Business Start-Ups, Sole Traders, 

Partnerships, Limited Companies
Bookkeeping, VAT, Payroll, Self-Assessment, Financial Statements
CALL NOW for Competitive Prices and easy monthly 
payment terms plus FREE Accounting Software (optional)

Tel: 01325 954521 
Email: info@aspiregaaccounting.com

www.aspiregaaccounting.com

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice

Tel Stephen on: 07976554046
Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

JJ Fish Bar
22 Dean Street, Shildon  01388 777 951
We are now open for business

Closed Sun & Mon
Tues - Fri -  11.30am - 1.30pm  -  4pm - 7pm

Sat  11.30am - 1.30pm

Opening Times

JPS Domestics
Appliance Repairs

07789 127 923
01325 320 747

All makes of Washing 
Machines, Tumble Dryers, 

Dishwashers, Electric 
Cookers, Ovens & Hobs
Handyman Service also 

available
No Jobs too small

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10

01388 818286
07914 032280

LICENSED WASTE 
CARRIER

Domestics Direct 
AppliAnce repAirs

Washing Machines, Tumble Dryers, 
Electric Cookers, 

Vacuum Cleaners, Dish Washers

free locAl cAll out

Call Darren
Daytime: 07949 905 581
Evening: 01388 721 882

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

Gas Safe Registered
For All Boiler 
Installations

Services &
Repairs

Free Quote

Tel: 07826527952
01388 720009

Staff and pupils at St. 
John’s CE Primary School 
were extremely excited 
to be working with 
North East author Adam 
Bushnell this week.  
Adam, a full time author 
and story teller, will be 
spending a whole day 
with each of the KS2 

classes, working on 
creative writing linked to 
their topic for this half 
term. Whether it is the 
‘Vicious Vikings’ or the 
‘Tragedy of Titanic’ the 
children will be writing 
about it. 
Andrew Kay, Assistant 
Head Teacher, explained, 

“Working with an author 
who is so engaging and 
enthusiastic is a wonder-
ful opportunity for the 
children at St. John’s.  
“We are looking forward 
to reading some of the 
fantastic writing the 
children will produce as a 
result of these sessions.”

Dear Editor, 

I really feel I had to put pen to pen after 
reading 9th January edition. It was really 
uplifting to read that there are lots of good 
and kind people still in Shildon.
 
Unfortunately, there are still the few that 
spoil this. Over the Christmas period my 
mother in law passed away and, after living 
in the same house for over 50 years, some 
individual thought it acceptable to steal or-
naments from her garden, something that 
always gave her great pleasure. But to add 
insult to injury, they actually did so not once, 
but came back a second time. 
 
How saddened she would have been to know 
people can stoop so low as to steal from a 
dead person. I do hope that whoever did this 
reads this and will actually think again before 
doing such a thing.
 
Regards, Trudy Wilson,
Address withheld  on request.

Jack Clinton Aldworth, 
aged 20, of Weardale 
Walk, Shildon, pleaded not 
guilty to a charge of car 
theft when he appeared 
at Newton Aycliffe Magis-
trates’ Court recently. 
The court heard that on 
18th November, Luke 
Boniface, from Bishop 
Auckland had telephoned a 
friend and asked her to take 
him and two male friends, 
including Aldworth, from 
the Jubilee Fields Estate in 
Shildon, to Newton Aycliffe 
Leisure Centre. 
The three young men, 
wearing tracksuits, were 
seen on CCTV to enter the 
leisure complex at around 
4.30pm. 
About an hour later Grant 
Bear, a member of the 
gym, realised that his car 
keys were missing from his 
locker and, on going into 
the car park, found that 
his Vauxhall Insignia was 
missing. 

He reported this to a 
member of the leisure 
centre’s staff. 
Another member of staff 
recalled three young men 
being reported as being a 
nuisance in the sauna area 
and as having been seen 
opening lockers. 
On reviewing CCTV footage, 
the three men were seen 
crossing the car park at 
5.20pm and, as they passed 
by the Insignia, its lights 
flashed on, as if opened by 
remote. 
One of the males then 
returned to the vehicle and 
drove off in it. 
CCTV then picked up the 
vehicle in the car park of 
Springfield W.M.C. in Dar-
lington where the number 
plates from a parked 
Vauxhall Corsa were stolen. 
Clinton was released on 
unconditional bail and 
will now return before the 
court at Darlington on 19th 
March. 

Car  theft  charge

Shildon Methodist Church 
would like to thank 
everyone for their dona-
tions over the Christmas 
period.
Donations of £112.39 from 
their Advent Charity went 

to the Salvation Army 
Appeal, along with gifts 
and toys, while money 
raised from Christmas Eve 
and Christmas Day col-
lections was donated to 
Action for Children.

Methodist  thanks

St  John’s  pupils  are  ‘Vicious  
Vikings!’

Pupils get into the spirit of the week with Adam Bushnell from Story Tales.
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No 1 LOCAL APPLIANCE
REPAIR CENTRE

Specialists in Laundry, Refrigeration, 
Cooking, Dishwashing & Vacuums

Highly qualified Engineers to 
your door FREE OF CHARGE
Tel: 01388 777353 / 01388 778556

A&R ELECTRICS GROUP

To Let
2 and 3 bedroom properties  
immediately available to let in Shildon.

Call on 01388 581 035
Find your perfect home online at  
livin.co.uk/findahome
homechoice@livin.co.uk

•  No bond 

• No admin fee

•  Dedicated repairs service

•  Secure long-term  
 tenancy 

•  All applicants considered

Locomotion, the National 
Railway Museum at Shildon 
is delighted to welcome 
back guest locomotive Class 
J72 No. 69023 Joem, owned 
by the North East Locomo-
tive Preservation Trust.  
The locomotive will feature 
in the forthcoming event at 
the museum ‘Winter Steam 
Gala’ on Saturday 14th and 
Sunday 15th February. 
The ‘Winter Gala’ will 
be themed around Edith 
Nesbit’s ‘The Railway 
Children’ with a selection 
of locomotives displayed 
together that have featured 
in the television and film 
adaptations of the story, 
including guest locomotive 
“Joem” and GWR No. 5775.
Visitors will be able to 

enjoy the sights and sounds 
of guest locomotives - with 
a locomotive in live steam 
and locomotives on display 
from the museum’s own 
collection throughout the 
event. 
The special guest engine in 
February will be the locally 
loved locomotive J72 69023 
or “Joem” on loan from 
the North Eastern Locomo-
tive Preservation Group 
(NELPG).
“Joem” is a North Eastern 
Railway (NER) E1 Class 
locomotive (later London 
North Eastern Railway J72 
Class). They are very char-
acteristic of a North East 
locomotive, having been 
used in shunting yards, 
railway owned docks and 

coal staithes all over the 
North East. 
The locomotive arrived at 
Locomotion on Friday 9th 
January and will be on 
display in the Collection 
Building until late March.
Great Western Railway 
locomotive No. 5775 is on 
loan to the museum from 
its home on the Keighley 
and Worth Valley Railway.  
The locomotive was 
recently cosmetically 
restored in Locomotion’s 
conservation workshop and 
returned to the fictional 
livery as seen in the film.
In addition to guest lo-
comotives there will be 
a large variety of trade 
stands within Locomotion’s 
Collection building.

With 342 days left till 
Christmas, Shildon’s gen-
erosity was showing itself 
on Saturday 10th January, 
as local people arrived at 
St. John’s Church armed 
with unwanted Christmas 
decorations. 
Artificial trees, singing 
Santas and box after box of 
baubles were unloaded and 
carefully stored away ready 
for next Christmas. 
The ‘Christmas bank’ was 
an idea the young people of 
Saint John’s Youthy arrived 
at after hearing of families 
with children unable to 
have even the most basic 
bits of Christmas tinsel 
cheer in their home in 
2014. 
With one lady telling of 
how she had six artificial 

trees in her loft that she 
no longer had a need for, 
it seemed only natural 
to use the opportuni-
ties afforded by Shildon 
Alive! to share things out. 
The trees, baubles, and 
unwanted gifts will be 
stored until next December 
then distributed to families 
in need. Revd David com-
mented, “The people of 
Shildon are so good at 
looking out for each other 
they deserve a medal. This 
is a perfect example of how 
the folk of this town care.” 
If you missed out on the 
opportunity to donate 
you can drop things into 
Shildon Alive! on Church 
Street Mon, Tue, Thur, Fri, 
between 10am and 4pm 
any week.

Overnight on Friday 9th 
January, on West Auckland 
Road, a shed was broken 
into and a blue Macallister 

petrol lawnmower was 
stolen. 
Witnesses are urged to call 
101 and ask for Shildon NPT.

Youth and Community Worker Naomi with Revd David 
and some of the donated goods.

Christmas  Bank

Shed  break-in

Winter  steam  gala

Guest locomotive Class J72 No. 69023 Joem arrives at the museum on Friday 9th 
January.
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P.J.R. 
PLASTERING

All aspects of Plastering
Re-skims & Rendering, 

Damp proofing
Clean Service

Quality Workmanship
Very Reasonable Rates

No Job too Small
Phone for a
FREE quote

01388   775275
0781  357  1929

J.P. Pottle
Plumbing and Heating

Central Heating Installations
 and Repairs

Gas Servicing and Repairs
All aspects of plumbing work 

undertaken
No job too small.

20 Years Experience
Time served

FREE ESTIMATES  
Gas Safe Registered.

Heating Grants for OAPs

Tel: 07974 177242  
or  01388 607233

The Holly Lodge Bar at 
Holly Lodge Care Home, 
Maddison Street, Shildon, 
hosted a pub afternoon 
on Saturday 10th January. 

There was a Happy Hour, 
Dominoes, Darts and Card 
Games. 
“The residents enjoyed  
the afternoon and activi-

ties so much we are going 
to make it a regular event 
to take place once a fort-
night,” said a spokesperson 
for the Care Home.

A group of over 80 students 
and teachers from Green-
field Community College 
(both Greenfield and Sun-
nydale campuses), enjoyed 
a brilliant time in Italy’s 
Aosta Valley when they 
took part in the annual ski 
residential during the last 
week of term. 
Greenfield has visited Pila, 
a superb Italian ski resort 
boastings stunning views 
of Monte Bianco, for many 
years and, during this 
time, over 900 students 
have benefitted from the 
first class tuition provided 
by the Italian and British 
instructors. In fact, 12 
former students have gone 
on to gain scholarships and 
become instructors in their 
own right.
This year, following promo-
tion to one of the Deputy 

Head posts within the 
school, marked the last 
residential for party leader 
of the course, Mr Dixon. 
However, his dedication 
to learning outside of the 
classroom has left a legacy 
that ensures that skiing 
will be offered to future 
generations of Greenfield 
students and that they too 
will develop lifelong skills.
Mr Dixon says of his time 
at the helm; “I have been 
very fortunate to have had 
the opportunity to accom-
pany the ski residential for 
so many years and see our 
young people develop year 
on year - not only in winter 
sports but as young people 
and members of our com-
munity. 
“I am very proud of the 
ethos we have created.  
Our residential is about 

life-long learning, both on 
and off the slopes. Pupils 
learn a new craft but also 
realise a life changing edu-
cational experience. 
“They are up early, into 
lessons all day, follow a 
comprehensive après ski 
programme and complete 
a full programme of school 
work on an evening. They 
work extremely hard, but 
each and every one ‘grows’ 
during the week and this, 
for me, is what education, 
in its simplest form, is all 
about.” 
Assemblies are taking place 
at both campuses during 
the week beginning 26th 
January to launch Ski Pila 
2015, and it is hoped that 
the school will supersede 
the numbers recruited 
last year. Keep updated on 
Twitter: @GreenfieldSki.

Daniel Robinson, of Howlish 
View, Coundon, led police 
on a terrifying chase 
through the streets of 
Shildon, during which he 
reached speeds of 60mph, 
driving over roundabouts, 
on public footpaths and 
through no entry signs. 
Shortly after 7pm on 27th 
November, the police 
received a report that a 
Renault Clio had crashed 
into a fence on the Jubilee 
Fields Estate. About half 
an hour later, a police 
vehicle gave pursuit on 
Spout Lane at speeds 
reaching 60mph At around 
8.20pm the vehicle was 
again pursued in Cheap-

side before crashing into 
a post and causing damage 
to the police vehicle in 
Larch Avenue. The driver, 
Robinson, made off but was 
arrested at his home days 
later on 3rd December. 
The 23 year-old holds 
only a provisional licence 
and had no insurance and 
faces further charges of 
dangerous driving, failing 
to stop and report an 
accident and of failing to 
stop when requested by 
officers. Matters were ad-
journed until 4th February, 
when Robinson, who was 
released on unconditional 
bail, will appear at Durham 
Crown Court.  

Car  chase  madness

The Friends of the National 
Railway Museum (North 
East Branch) are holding a 
meeting on Saturday 14th 
February.  
The talk, which starts at 
10.30am, will take place in 
the McNay Room (Welcome 
Building, off Hackworth 
Close) at Locomotion: The 
National Railway Museum 
at Shildon.
The topic for the talk is 
‘The Mason Dixon Line’ 
and the speaker is George 
Dixon.
Jeremiah Dixon was raised 

in Cockfield. With his pro-
fessional partner, Charles 
Mason, they surveyed 
the boundary between 
the American States of 
Maryland and Pennsylva-
nia before independence. 
Their names are forever 
attached to that line, 
which is a permanent tes-
timony to their great skills.
All are welcome to attend.
Admission and parking at 
Locomotion is free.
For more information, 
contact the museum on 
01388 771439.

Greenfield  Pila  Ski

Both students and teachers alike thoroughly enjoyed their week in Italy.

‘The  Mason  Dixon  
line’

Happy  Hour  at  Holly  Lodge

Residents enjoyed a pint and a game of dominoes.

MOTs, SERVICING AND REPAIRS 

MANY MORE SIZES AVAILABLE
PRICES SUBJECT TO AVAILIBILITY

JANUARY 2015 TYRE SPECIAL
COMPETITIVE PRICING

CALL US FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE
01388 778070

195/65/15 £35
185/55/15 £35
205/55/16 £35
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Betty’s 
Fish & Chips

121 Redworth Road, Shildon
Tel: 01388 776 829

New Opening Hours
Tue - Fri:  

11am-2pm  &  4pm-9pm
Sat:  12Noon-7pm

Sun - Mon:  Closed

Now open on 
Saturday evening

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE
FREE

MEaSuRE & FITTINg 
buy direct from the 
factory and save

The project to reunite Sir 
Winston Churchill’s funeral 
train reached an important 
milestone this week, as 
staff at Locomotion; the 
National Railway Museum 
at Shildon, prepared the 
carriage that carried 
his coffin for its historic 
journey to York. 
The newly cosmetically 
restored parcel van is now 
ready to play its part in the 
national events marking 50 
years since the great man’s 
state funeral. 
The workshop team at the 
museum moved Southern 
Railways goods van S2464S 
from the workshop, where 
it has been undergoing 
comprehensive restoration 
work for the past 3 months 
to transform it back into its 
1965 condition, ready for 
its journey by road. 
On loan from the Swanage 
Railway, which brought 
it back from the US, it 
will take pride of place 
in a display of the funeral 
train at the York National 
Railway Museum. 
Churchill’s Final Journey 
(30th January - 3rd May) 
will tell the moving story 
of the state funeral using 

archive TV news footage 
and a variety of personal 
recollections of the steam 
hauled funeral train.
As the nation marks 50 
years since an emotional 
final farewell to the great 
statesman later this month, 
the National Railway 
Museum in York will take 
part in the commemora-
tions across the UK by its 
reuniting of the funeral 
train that transported the 
illustrious former Prime 
Minister to his final resting 
place for the first time 
since 1965.
Richard Pearson, the 
Workshop and Rails Op-
eration Manager who has 
overseen the delicate task 
of restoring the vehicle, 
said, “It’s been a really 
challenging project and 
we’re really proud that 
we’ve managed to bring it 
back to its former glory. 
The steel frame of the 
van was in good condition 
but the horizontal wooden 
boarding was rotting and 
had to be replaced.
“We had hoped to retain 
some of the original timber 
but unfortunately we had 
to start afresh to make sure 

the coach looked its best 
for display. The windows 
and window frames are 
also brand new and the 
doors have had all of the 
exterior panels and half of 
the inner boards replaced.
“We have then used spe-
cialist painters to bring 
the carriage back to its 
original shade of umber 
and cream which was used 
to match the goods van 
with the Pullman carriages 
that were also part of the 
funeral train.”
The opening of Churchill’s 
Final Journey will mark 
the culmination of a long 
journey for the Friends 
of the National Railway 
Museum who launched an 
appeal back in January 
2011 to raise the money to 
give the steam icon a new 
look in time for the 50th 
anniversary year of the 
wartime leader’s death.
This is just one of the 
many great projects at the 
National Railway Museum 
that need public support. 
For more information, 
including how to share 
your own memories, visit 
www.nrm.org.uk/churchill. 
#Churchill2015.

Area Demonstrator Pam 
Greenhill presents an 
evening of flower arrang-
ing entitled ‘Gardener’s 
Delight’ at the next 
meeting of Shildon and  

District Flower Club, which 
will be held on Monday 
2nd February at 7.30pm in  
Shildon Civic Hall.
The event is free to 
members. Visitors £5.

Police are appealing for 
witnesses after a set of 
number plates were stolen 
from a motor vehicle in 
Shildon. 
The incident occurred over-

night on Adamson Street on 
Friday 9th January. 
Anyone with any informa-
tion is urged to contact 
PC Jamie Pitt on the non-
emergency number, 101.

Tel: 01388 774154
Mob: 0777 844 9812

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL &
T.V AERIAL NEEDS. LOCAL - 

RELIABLE and  REASONABLE
FREE  ESTIMATES

DOUGLAS
ELECTRICAL 
& TV AERIAL 

SERVICES

At 9.30pm on Thursday 
8th January, a vehicle was 
damaged on Cedar Grove 
when the wing mirror was 
kicked off. 

Anyone with information 
about this incident is asked 
to contact PC 2300 Stephen 
Ward on 101 and quote ref-
erence DHM-09012015-0127.

Gardener’s  Delight

Number  plate  theft

Quiz  night
Another popular Quiz 
Night is to be held at 
Shildon Methodist Church 
on Friday 23rd January, 
from 7.15pm.

Entry is £4 which includes 
pie and peas, cake and a 
good social night out.
Call 01388 775366 for 
tickets.

Vehicle  damaged

Restoration  of  Churchill’s  
Funeral  Van  is  completed 

Restoration of Churchill’s Funeral Van is now complete and is now set to make the 
journey to York for the Churchill’s Final Journey event.

Houses To Rent

In Shildon, 
Spennymoor 

Bishop Auckland, 
Fishburn & Stanley

01325 484 846

A. FrAncis
Roofing & Building

From a single slate to a new roof
Guttering & chimney repairs

No job too small
Tel: 01388 833853

Mob: 07811 848228

Established 1987

Repointing to brickwork

Advertise   in  FULL  
COLOUR  in The Crier

Contact Jeff Ridley for details 
on  01388  775896
or  0790  999  2731 

House To Let

2 Bedroomed in Diamond 
Street, Shildon. Pictures 

can be seen on our 
Facebook Page on 

Ace Property’s

Tel: 07855 224 320
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Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...

Saturday 10th January was 
a wild and wonderful day 
for Shildon-based Durham 
Tigers, when they had a 
visit from the top Rugby 
League Club in the North 
East, Gateshead Thunder. 
For many of the Durham 
Tigers players, coaching 
staff, family, friends and 
local residents it was a 
wonderful chance to meet 
and watch Gateshead 
Thunder in action. But the 
icing on the cake was when 
the Thunder lads took time 
out of their busy schedule 

to join in with the Durham 
Tigers training session, 
which followed their own.
Stanley Gene, former 
Papua New Guinea Inter-
national Rugby League 
Player and local hero, who 
now coaches Thunder, 
commented, “We want to 
take our great game into 
the local communities in 
order to highlight the op-
portunities to local kids 
who want to make a future 
in the game. Today is the 
first of many sessions which 
will be held throughout the 

Shildon Under 14s began 
2015 in great style with a 
fantastic 8-0 away victory 
at Great Ayton on Sunday 
11th January.  
After a sharp attack from 
the home side Shildon 
burst up to the other end 
with Jack Mortimer unself-
ishly rolling the ball across 
the 6 yard box for Steven 
Dawson, who rammed 
the ball home in the 1st 
minute.  
Shildon were at their domi-
nating best and Dawson 
added two more goals to 
complete his hat-trick, 
with his 3rd being scored 
from a penalty kick.  
Adam Campbell got in 
on the act with a great 
left-footed drive from 
just inside the box after 
bursting through from the 

half-way line in the 24th 
minute.  
Half time came with 
Shildon four goals to the 
good and more of the same 
was to be dished out to the 
floundering Great Ayton 
side.  
Dawson and Campbell 
notched another goal 
apiece before Ben Oliver 
claimed yet another goal in 
the 60th minute.  
The final goal was scored 
by Jack Mortimer with 
the last kick of the game, 
although now being 
deployed in a defensive 
role for the last 20 minutes 
he still managed to claim a 
goal to his great delight to 
round of another emphatic 
victory.   
Man-of-the-match: Adam 
Campbell. 

A  hard  fought  tussle  for  Shildon  AFC
Shildon AFC are now 8th in 
the league with games in 
hand after beating much 
improved Newton Aycliffe 
3 – 1 at Dean Street on 
Saturday 10th January.
It was a hard fought tussle, 
with high winds throughout 
the game making if difficult 
for both sides to control 
play.
Shildon had the wind 
behind them in the 1st 
half and, after a Micky Rae 
header was pushed over by 
keeper Jamie Winter, the 
visitors took the lead on 6 
minutes when Daniel Moore 
lost possession and Dennis 
Knight capitalised, running 
through and scoring from 
near the penalty spot.
Shildon were not at their 
best in the 1st half and 
were lucky not to go 2 – 0 
down when a Paul Garth-
waite shot on 37 minutes 
hit the inside of the post 
and bounced out.
Early in the 2nd half goal-
scorer Dennis Knight was 
clean through but he fired 

wide.
Two minutes later Lee 
Chapman’s free kick was 
pushed onto the crossbar by 
keeper Winter.
Just after the hour Aycliffe 
were down to 10 men when 
No 5 Andrew Green was 
given a straight red.
With the one man advan-
tage Shildon pressed for the 
equaliser and looked far 
more threatening. .
Shildon thought they had 
levelled on 70 minutes but 
No 4 Dan Mitton headed off 
the line with the keeper 
beaten.
Two minutes later it was 1 
– 1 when Micky Rae’s great 
cross from the left was fired 
home from close range by 
captain Mark Hudson.
Aycliffe were camped in 
their own half and having 
to defend in numbers, and 
with just 6 minutes left 
Shildon got their just reward 
going 2 – 1 up when a left 
wing corner was scrambled 
in by Daniel Moore.
Near the end Micky Rae 

Stanley Gene, head coach at Gateshead Thunder, works with members of the Durham 
Tigers at Shildon. (Photo courtesy Paul Clayton).

Training  with  Thunder

Heating & Plumbing

Gas Safe Registered
Combi Boilers- Fires - Cookers
All Gas Work Serviced & Repaired

Phone Paul on
07967 679 998

FIRST  CHOICE  MAINTENANCE

found Chris Emms who 
scored with his first touch 
of the ball for 3 – 1.
On 90 minutes Aycliffe were 
down to 9 men when Stuart 
Banks received his 2nd 
yellow.
Final Score:  Shildon AFC  3  
Newton Aycliffe  1.
Man-of-the-Match:  Micky 
Rae.

The next three games could 
make or break Shildon’s 
chance of winning the 
Northern League Div. 1 
for the first time since the 
1939/40 season, as they 
are playing three teams 
who are all above them. On 
Saturday 17th January they 
are at home to 4th place 
Jarrow Roofing, then four 

days later on Wednesday 
21st January they entertain 
Dunston UTS who are 5th. 
On Saturday 24th January 
there is another crunch 
match when the Railway-
men travel to top-of-the-
league North Shields. To 
be serious contenders for 
the title it is vital that they 
don’t drop many points.

North East.”
John Simpson, Chairman of 
the Tigers commented, “It 
is a great privilege to host 
Thunder. Today's event 
is all part of the process 
of developing talented 
players, showing them 
what can be achieved with 
hard work and determina-
tion.”
The Tigers are keen to 
welcome new players of all 
ages (6-16,  open age 16+) 
and all abilities. 
For information about the 
club call 01833 641143.

8-0  win  for  U14s

Advertise in 
The Crier

Call Jeff Ridley on
01388 775896
07909992731

Shildon celebrate after Daniel (Bobby) Moore scores. (Photo courtesy Tom Clegg).


