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Locomotion, the National 
Railway Museum at Shildon, 
will welcome the arrival of 
a new guest locomotive this 
week, which will be cosmeti-
cally restored in the Museum 
Workshop in 2014 and 
returned to its recognisable 
on-screen livery from The 

Railway Children film.  
Locomotive GWR No. 5775 
starred in the 1970 British 
drama film adaption of Edith 
Nesbit’s book ‘The Railway 
Children,’ starring Dinah 
Sheridan, Jenny Aqutter, 
Sally Thomsett and Bernard 
Cribbins.

No 5775 is on loan to the 
museum from its home on 
the Keighley and Worth 
Valley Railway.
The restoration work will 
begin early this summer 
which will be followed by 
the locomotive going on 
display at the museum this 
autumn once the restoration 
project is completed, and it 
will remain on display until 
early 2015.
There will be a series of 
events and activities for 
visitors to enjoy themed 
around the ‘The Railway 
Children’ and Victorian life, 
as part of Durham Book 
Festival at Locomotion on 
Saturday 18th October,  and 
throughout October half-
term. 
The museum is currently 
looking to recruit more vol-
unteers with skills/experi-
ence in light engineering/
cosmetic restoration work 
to help with the No. 5775 
restoration project.  
If you are interested in being 
involved, contact volunteer 
co-ordinator Peter Shields at 
peter.shields@nrm.org.uk. 
You can follow the res-
toration project on the 
museum’s Facebook page 
- Locomotion, the National 
Railway Museum at Shildon.

Loco  movie  star  will return  to  
on-screen  colour  scheme

Locomotive GWR No. 5775 from The Railway Children movie is to be restored at 
Locomotion.

Charity  Football 
Match  for  Stuart 
A charity football match will 
be taking place this Sunday, 
25th May, in aid of Shildon 
dad-of-three Stuart Boddy, 
who lost his fight with 
cancer in March 2011.
Stuart, who was just 25 
when he passed away, 
played for the Three Tuns 
Football Club for almost ten 
years and worked for the 
DHL/Argos warehouse; and 
it is these two institutions 
who will be battling it out 
on the field in his memory.
A Three Tuns side will take 
on a select XI from DHL/
Argos and Ebac, where 
Stuart had also worked, at 
Stadium 2000 on Middridge 
Lane with a 10am kick off. 
Stuart’s three year-old son 
Thomas, who never had the 
chance to meet his dad, will 
start the match, helped by 
his uncle, Gavin Williams. 
His 13 year-old nephews 
Callum Williams and Jamie 
Nixon will also be featured 
in the game.
The event has been organ-
ised by Stuart’s teammates 

and his fiancé Angela, in 
recognition of the nurses 
on the Shildon and Aycliffe 
Integrated Team who cared 
for him.
Angela commented, “The 
nurses helped Stuart and 
they were absolutely fan-
tastic.
“It’s my way to say thank 
you. I want to raise at least 
£800 so that I can buy them 
some equipment.
“Stuart used to say how 
lovely they were and it’s a 
nice way to show our thanks 
to them.
“He was a really lovely 
bloke but the response from 
people has been really over-
whelming.
“It made me realise how 
much he is missed, not only 
by his family but also the 
people who knew him.”
Players will pay £5 to take 
part in the match, while 
spectators are asked for a 
donation of £3. Raffle tickets 
are also on sale for £1 at the 
Three Tuns with a first prize 
of a flat screen TV.

31 Church Street, Shildon
(Opposite the Red Lion pub)

01388 777 888

Open 7 Days a Week
Mon - Thur:  5:30pm till 11pm

Fri - Sun:  5:30pm till 12 midnight
(open all public holidays)

SET MEAL FOR 1
A n y   St a r t e r

A n y   M a i n   C o u r s e
A n y   R i c e
A n y   N a n

For only £9.95

5 Star rating given by DCC 
(March 2014)

Exclusive Indian Takeaway

For delivery and collection Tel: 01388 777888

www.shildontandoori.co.uk

Church Street 
Post Office

Shildon: Tel 01388 772601

The Post Office is now open 
for business after major

 refurbishment

We now have a much wider range of 
stationary, confectionary, drinks, toys & 

magazines, as the shop is now larger

We also do mobile phone top-ups, gift 
vouchers, travel services, including 

currency, financial services, insurance, 
travel money cards, passport check & send

Open 9am - 5.30pm Mon - Sat
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In Memoriam Birthday Memories

Classifieds
All about local people...

John Blackett

Remembering our dear 
Dad & Granda, who died 

26th May 2004

(Blackie)

Love and miss you so much,
From all your loving family

xxx

Memories are treasures of 
the heart

Happy times to be sure
A man so generous in spirit
And unselfish with his time

John George Cook
Special Husband, 
Dad & Grandad
May 24th 2009

Your loving Wife Ivy 
and all your loving family

x

Sending a prayer that 
God will bless you, keep 
you safe and tend you

 with loving care
You were so special 

In every single way and 
We still miss you very much 
And think of you each day
Your memory still lives on
In those whose lives you 

touched
For nothing loved is ever lost
And you were loved so much

Betty Arrowsmith
As the years pass, we   

always remember you for 
your beautiful spirit and  

kind heart

You are sadly missed by 
your loving Daughter Gillian, 

twin Sister Nancy and 
Niece Susan and family

Ellen Walker
22nd May

Arthur
Angela, Valerie 
& Ian Walker

She devoted her life to 
those she loved, and those 

she loved remember
A wonderful Mam & Nana

Also, to a wonderful 
Wife & Mam
Pat Walker

23rd May
Deep in our hearts there 

is a memory kept
Full of love for a Wife and a 
Mam we will never forget

Birthdays

24.5.14
Nigel Raine

From Carol
xxx

50!
Happy 50th Birthday

Acknowledgements

Gillian Iveson
I would like to thank 

my fabulous family and 
friends for making my 50th 
Birthday special. A special 
thank you to my Sister Ann 
and all my friends at Holly 

Lodge Care Home.

For Sale
G tech Cordless Cylinder Lawn 

Mower Almost new.  
Tel 01388 775003

Services
Man with a Van
07880 795 499

MOVING A THING?
From £14. Call Phil.

Phone 01325 321 084 
or 07596 179 859

Services
Local Light Removals

Cheap Rates
07772 332 012

This  week  in  History

28 May 1998

In California, the Golden 
Gate Bridge opened to pe-
destrian traffic.

Pakistan exploded five 
underground nuclear 
devices in response to 
India’s nuclear tests 
two weeks earlier.

27 May 1937

The European Com-
munity adopted the 
European flag.

May 198626

The Good Friday Agree-
ment is accepted in a 
referendum in Northern 
Ireland with 75% voting 
yes.

23 May 1998 24 May 1989

A jury at the High Court in 
London awarded £600,000 
damages to Sonia Sutcliffe, 
wife of the Yorkshire Ripper 
Peter, against the satirical 
magazine Private Eye.

President John F 
Kennedy called for 
millions of dollars 
to fund a space pro-
gramme to get the first 
man on the Moon by 
1970.

May 196125

Manager of Shildon’s  
Children in Distress shop 
on Church Street, Joyce 
Hird, is taking part in the 
Karrimor Great Trail Chal-
lenge 11km Walk, taking 
place in Keswick on 1st 
June.
Joyce is looking for 
sponsors to help raise 
money for St Margaret's 
Hospice in Romania, for 
infants currently on the 
waiting list who desper-
ately need a special brand 
of ‘Help, Hope and Hospice 
Care’.  
St. Margaret’s provides 
palliative and respite care 
for up to 15 children with 
chronic neurological dis-
orders and multiple handi-
caps, who would otherwise 
barely survive in the 
general children’s wards of 
Bucharest’s overcrowded 
state hospitals. 
Today, St Margaret’s 
Hospice is regarded as a 
“Beacon of Excellence”.  

Children in its infant and 
junior wards, with multiple 
handicaps, are cared for 
by a superb highly trained 
team of dedicated, quali-
fied Romanian nurses; 
maternal carers and thera-
pists, led by Dr Mirella 
Iancu, one the most expe-
rienced Child Medicine and 
Paediatric Consultants in 
Romania.
The Hospice specialises 
in the care of infants and 
children who are terminally 
or incurably ill as result of 
accident, infection or the 
most severe birth defects, 
genetic disabilities or dis-
orders. The aim is to offer 
the best in tender loving 
care to children who are 
in the main abandoned 
by both their families and 
other care professionals 
as beyond help; to allow 
them to maximise their 
abilities and potential and  
to allow them to be the 
best that they can be, for 

as long as time allows. 
St Margaret’s provides con-
tracted care for children 
from across Bucharest 
and the adjacent Rural 
Counties and currently 
has an emergency waiting 
list for patients urgently 
in need of immediate ad-
mission and the hospice 
unique quality care provi-
sion. To partially address 
this demand for care four 
additional beds will be in-
troduced in 2014.
The Hospice remains highly 
dependent on donation 
income support from 
the UK to provide both 
its hospice services and 
to offer the education, 
professional training and 
welfare services it shares 
with other NGOs and state 
services to improve the 
quality of paediatric care 
across Romania. 
If you would like to sponsor 
Joyce, call into the shop in 
Church Street.

Joyce Hird is raising money for St Margaret’s Hospice in Romania, which specialises 
in the care of infants and children who are terminally or incurably ill.

Walking  for  terminally  ill  
children  in  Romania
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Door
Repair

Specialist

SHILDON
LOCKSMITH

24 HOUR 
CALL OUT

We offer gain entry, 
Lock changes and 

door & window repair
Covers all local areas

Tel: 01388 741114
www.shildonlocksmiths.co.uk

£35
Digital TV Aerial Point

To 1 Room
For Only.... 

Dave
Naylor Digital

****BUDGET SPECIAL****

01325 307075
07779 557148

Extra rooms From only £15   

Premier Options Available
From £50

Satellite Installs + Repairs

TV Wall Mounting

Trading Locally Since 1970

CLEM’S 
FISH RESTAURANT

Shildon
30th YEAR ANNIVERSARY SPECIAL

2 FOR 1 Cod and Chips every Tuesday 
£5.10 (Shildon only)

Two Meals for £10 in the Restaurant between 
11:30am and 9:00pm Monday to Saturday

Tel: 01388 773400
Why not try our licenced Bishop Auckland Branch

for Daily Specials and Free Wi Fi, Disabled Friendly and Baby 
Changing Facilities? Tel: 01388 665955

Summer Time Opening Hours: 11am - 9.30pm

How to contact us:
By email or online:
crier@talk21.com or www.shildontowncrier.com
By post or in person:
Town Crier, First Floor, Town Council Offices, 
Civic Hall Square, Shildon. DL4 1AH.
By telephone or voicemail:
(01388) 775896 or 07909 992 731.
Leave items for the paper at:
Our offices, Civic Hall Square.
How to advertise:
We can design an eye catching advert tailored 
to your specific needs. A breakdown of costs is 
available online at www.shildontowncrier.com.
The Shildon & District Town Crier is delivered free of charge to 
homes and businesses in Shildon, Middridge, Eldon, Eldon Lane 
and Redworth.

of our wonderful community
              

   Town Crier
  Shildon
 & District At the heart

Advertise in 
The Shildon & District

Town Crier
Contact Jeff Ridley on

(01388) 775896 or 0790 999 2731
or email crier@talk21.com

An  evening  of  
Mediumship
Shildon Spiritualist Church 
on Middleton Road is 
holding an Evening of Me-
diumship with Mr Monty 
Havelock on Wednesday 

28th May from 7pm.
Donations of £1.50 can be 
given on the door.
“All are welcome,” said a 
spokesperson.

Shildon Police are urging 
drivers to ensure that, 
wherever possible, parked 
and unattended vehicles 
are left secure and items 
of value are removed, or at 
least hidden from view.
This follows the theft 
of valuables including 
a laptop, an Xbox 360 
game, CDs, sports gear 
and clothing from three 

separate un-secured 
vehicles over the past few 
weeks.
Sgt Kelly of Shildon NPT 
advised, “Approximately 
50% of all theft from 
vehicles across the Durham 
Constabulary area in the 
last year occurred when 
owners left their car or van 
unlocked. Don’t make life 
easy for the criminal.”

Theft  from  vehicles

Many people will have 
heard of pirates from 
around the world, but the 
most frightening of them 
all has been spotted in Co. 
Durham. 
Only last week he was 
spotted chasing ducks on 
the River Skerne, and resi-
dents in Newton Aycliffe 
had to lock their doors 
when he was spotted near 
the boating lake. 
Captain Long John Slither 
is in the area causing 
havoc wherever he goes, 
so expect the unexpected 
at Shildon Civic Hall next 
week, as Shildon Centre-
Stage’s new production, 
Treasure Island, gets 
underway.
The most evil Pirate Captain 
is on the look out for the 
biggest Golden Treasure, 
for which all the pirates of 
the North Sea have been 
searching for  many a year. 

One man holds the key, Billy 
Fishbones, but the map 
with the big ‘X’ suddenly 
becomes the property of 
Sally Ladd, then the fun 
begins. 
Captain Long John Slither, 
close relative to Captain 
Long John Silver, must get 
the map, but Sally will not 
let it go without a fight. 
This show is a must for all 
the family, with music, 
dance and plenty of funny 
moments to have everyone 
laughing in the aisles.
“Join us for this fun musical 
show and see if Long 
John Slither and his group 
of pirates can get their 
hands on the map and 
get the Treasure, or will 
Sally Ladd and her great 
friends triumph and get to 
the treasure first?” said a 
spokesperson.
Shows take place at Shildon 
Civic Hall on Friday 30th 

May with a 7.30pm start, 
and the weekend matinees 
will be staged on Saturday 
and Sunday 31st May/1st 
June with a 2pm start.  
Doors open half an hour 
before curtain. 
Tickets are priced at £5 for 
adults and £3 for kids.
To book, or for more infor-
mation, call 01388 774838 
or 01325 313363. 
The spokesperson went on 
to say, “The sooner you 
phone, the better the seat, 
so book today and pay on 
the door when you collect 
your tickets.
“We are a community 
group so we do rely on the 
support of the surrounding 
area, so please come and 
see a really enjoyable show 
for all the family, young and 
old. 
“Don't delay, phone today, 
see you as we sail the Civic 
Hall Seas!”

Dangerous  pirate  is  on  the  
loose  in  Shildon!

Have you thought about 
going to the gym but never 
got round to it? 
Well why not go along 
and try Shildon Leisure 
Centre’s state of the art 

fitness suite for three days 
totally free. For further 
information, or to take 
up the offer, contact the 
Leisure Centre on 03000 
266448.

Try  the  gym  for  free

Bank  Holiday
The Town Crier Office 
will be open from 10am 
to 4pm on Monday 26th 
May (Spring Bank Holiday 

Monday).
The Town Crier will be 
distributed as normal on 
Thursday 29th May.

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANyTHING MOVED 
fROM £10

01388 818286
07914 032280

LIcENSED WASTE 
cARRIER

SUPER SUNDAy 
25th May

Bingo, Domino 
Handicap

Old Shildon W.M.C

With

Chris Davis

1.30pm start
All welcome

NEIL
ELECTRICAL

Fuse Boxes
(Upgrades & Repairs)
Safety Inspections
Electric Showers

Emergency Call Outs

Ring Neil on:
01388 776 665
07913 975 189

neil.neel@gmail.com
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No 1 LOCAL APPLIANCE
REPAIR CENTRE

Specialists in Laundry, Refrigeration, 
cooking, Dishwashing & Vacuums

Highly qualified Engineers to 
your door fREE Of cHARGE
Tel: 01388 777353 / 01388 778556

A&R ELEcTRIcS GROUP

1 Norman Terrace
Chilton, DL17 0HF 01388 721284

R A Taylor
RDT. Dip. CDT RCS (Eng)

Clinical Dental Technician
New Dentures

While-you-wait denture repairs
Easy parking - no steps GDC Reg 154105

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

Gas Safe Registered
For All Boiler 
Installations

Services &
Repairs

Free Quote

Tel: 07826527952
01388 720009

Police are appealing for 
witnesses after a window 
was broken in Maple 
Avenue, Shildon. 
The incident occurred 
at approximately 1am on 
Monday 19th May, when 
a downstairs window was 

smashed. The person re-
sponsible had thrown a 
brick and then made off 
from the scene.
Anyone with information 
concerning this offence 
should call 101 and ask for 
the Shildon NPT.

Window  damaged

Baden Powell Scout As-
sociation held their annual 
‘Beaveree’ at Heighington 
recently.
The Mayor of Darlington 
had invited the Beavers, 
who had come together 

from 1st Shildon, 1st 
Aycliffe and Heighington 
Scout Groups, to plant 
poppy seeds in Heighington 
Village to commemorate 
the 100th Anniversary of 
the 1st World War.

Scouts  plant  poppies  
in  Heighington

Go along and have a 
game of badminton at 
Shildon Leisure Centre 
every Thursday evening, 
between 7.30pm and 
8.30pm, for only £6 per 

court. This price includes 
hire of equipment. 
For further information, or 
to book a court, contact 
the Leisure Centre on  
03000 266448.

Thursday  night  is  
badminton  night

A Family Fun Day is being 
held at Shildon Athletic 
Stadium in aid of Help for 
Heroes.
The event will take place on 
Saturday 26th July, between 
10am and 3.30pm, when 
there will be a 5-a-side 
knockout tournament, open 
to men and women. There 
will also be a kids’ tourna-
ment and a rowing challenge, 
with prizes for the winners.
Other activities include 
a hook-a-duck with a dif-
ference, a BBQ, balloons, 
bouncy castle and much 
more. To enter a 5-a-side 

team visit Shildon Leisure 
Centre, where there will be 
a sign-up-sheet, or for more 
information email  ttship-
pingandhaulagelimited@
hotmail.com. Entry costs £10 
per team.
There will also be a sign-up 
sheet for the rowing chal-
lenge, although participants 
can enter on the day.
A spokesperson for the 
event commented, “All the 
money raised will go to Help 
for Heroes, so come along, 
have a great day out with 
the family and support our 
troops.”

Family  Fun  Day

A  family  affair  at  St  John’s

It was a family affair at St 
John’s Church on Sunday 
18th May, when Rev. 
Tomlinson baptised two 
sisters and their cousin.
Amber Scott, born 27th 
October 2003, was chris-
tened alongside her little 
sister Jenny, who was 
born on 15th November 
2008.
Their mother and father, 
Paul Scott and Sara 

Briddick, chose their 
Aunty and Uncle Emma 
and Kevin Briddick as 
their Godparents.
The girls’ cousin Liam 
Briddick, born on 8th 
November 2009, was also 
baptised. 
His parents Paul Briddick 
and Tracy Ward chose 
Karen Ward, Julie Hodds 
and Vanessa Bolton, 
Sara Briddick and Kevin 

Briddick as his Godpar-
ents.
The two families joined 
other family and friends 
at the Civic Hall for pies 
and a pint following the 
service.
If you would like your 
child’s Christening 
published in the Crier, 
remember to call in to 
the office and pick up a 
baptism form.

Sarah Briddick and Paul Scott with their daughters Amber and Jenny, alongside Paul 
Briddick and Tracy Ward, their son Liam and daughter Abigail.

A campaign launched 
earlier in the year to 
support unemployed young 
people has helped 336 
youngsters onto the job 
ladder.
Durham County Council’s 
Start Today campaign 
began in January offering 
access to opportunities; 
courses; training; jobs and 
apprenticeships to 16 to 19 
year-olds from across the 

county.
Officers provide help with 
job applications, prepara-
tion for interviews and 
work alongside colleges, 
learning providers and 
employers. In addition 
they support the most 
vulnerable young people in 
the area who often face a 
mixture of life experiences 
such as family breakdown, 
homelessness, bereave-

ment, medical conditions 
or school attendance issues  
which inhibit their ability 
to easily move on to em-
ployment or training.
Young people aged 16-19 
years looking for support 
can ask to speak to a One 
Point personal advisor on 
03000 261 111, and more 
information can be found 
on the website www.help-
4teens/start.co.uk.

Campaign  proves  popular 
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High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice

Tel Stephen on: 07976554046
Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

harrison brown windows

For all your UPVC windows, doors and 
conservatories. If your double glazed 

units are all misted up, call us.
We now supply and install 

UPVC Internal Doors

tEL: 01388 777606

Furnace industrial  Estate,  shildon

Shildon Gardens & 
Allotments Guild

Civic Hall Square, Shildon, DL4 1AG

Open Sunday mornings 
from 8.30am - 11.30am

Mother Earth 
multi-purpose compost

Black / White Polythene  
(2 metres wide)

3 for £11.00

£1.50 per 
metre length

On 1st April 2014 the 
old Sedgefield & District 
and Teesdale CABs were 
merged into a larger 
Citizens Advice County 
Durham.
Sessions are held at Shildon 
Town Council Offices 
between 10am and 1pm 
on alternate Mondays 
(drop in), and at Shildon 
Sure Start Centre between 
12pm - 3pm on alternate 
Thursdays. This session is 

primarily for parents and 
drop in is between 12pm 
and 1pm only.
For more information ring 
the CAB Adviceline, Monday 
to Friday, between 10am 
and 4pm from a landline: 
08444 111 444 or from a 
mobile: 0300 330 0650.  
Please note the next 
session at the Town Council 
Offices will take place on 
Monday 9th June, due to 
the Spring Bank Holiday.

Shildon  CAB  
sessions

Shildon Methodist Church 
has expressed its appre-
ciation to the people of 
Shildon for their support  
during their recent fund-
raising for Christian Aid.  
The recent in-store collec-
tion at Morrisons by the  

Methodists was followed by 
a social morning at Plevna 
Mews, hosted by one of 
their members, and to date 
over £600 has been raised 
with more still to come.
“Well done and many 
thanks to everyone who 

supported us, it is much ap-
preciated  by our members 
but even more so by the 
many people who will 
benefit in times of need 
throughout  this country 
and the world,” said a 
spokesperson.

Whitby  service  
withdrawn
Northern Rail has with-
drawn its Sunday through 
service to Whitby and 
replaced it with a Saltburn 

service. 
Timetables are available 
from Bishop Auckland and 
Darlington station.

Methodist  Church  grateful  for  
fundraising  support

Two of the fundraisers at the Plevna Mews social morning.

Shildon Jubilees Jazz Band 
are holding their annual 
carnival for the marching 
band in Hackworth Park, 
Shildon, on Sunday 25th 
May. 
The parades will start at 
11am and the displays will 

take place from 12 noon.
There will be show rides 
and a bouncy castle along 
with hot food and hot and 
cold drinks. 
“Please come along and 
show your support for 
your local jazz band,” said 

a spokesperson. 
Shildon Jubilees would 
also like to thank the 
customers from the Three 
Tuns for their continu-
ous support and the £88 
raised in the ‘bottle on 
the bar’.

Jazz  Band  annual  carnival  this  
weekend

buying, selling, renting, letting think Hinc! 

Landlords urgently required! Superb Landlord packages 
and service available! Call our Shildon branch on:  

01388 775566 

Darlington Branch 
4 Clarks yard, Darlington,  
DL3, 7QH 
Tel: 01325 364045 
darlington@hincestates.co.uk 

Shildon Branch 
73 Church Street, Shildon  
DL4 1DT 
Tel: 01388 775566 
Shildon@hincestates.co.uk 

Visit us online: www.hincestates.co.uk 

Shildon 

South View 
Lovely 3 bed end terrace  

property for rent . Decorated, 
fitted kitchen and small yard. 

DSS accepted, bond negotiable 
Perfect property for a small 

family! GSH & DG.  

 
ONLY £400PCM  

Shildon 

Scott Street 
2 Bedroom property for sale! 2 
large bedrooms, family sized 

bathroom, based in a quiet area 
perfect for your little family! GSH 

and DG. 
 

ONLY £45,000 

Now Under NEW Ownership
Formally STL Car Wash

Your Local Hand Car Wash & Valet

House To Let
2 Bed in Shildon

Recently Refurbished
GCH, DG, 

Carpets & Curtains.
Rent £340 pcm

Bond & Refs Required
Tel: 01325 312156

07718 185 427
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J.P. Pottle
Plumbing and Heating

Central Heating Installations
 and Repairs

Gas Servicing and Repairs
All aspects of plumbing work 

undertaken
No job too small.

20 Years Experience
Time served

FREE ESTIMATES  
Gas Safe Registered.

Heating Grants for OAPs

Tel: 07974 177242  
or  01388 607233

At Middridge’s Annual 
Parish Meeting on Monday 
19th May, residents were 
given the opportunity to 
raise any questions or 
concerns they may have had 
about Middridge Parish. 
A spokesperson from the 
meeting commented, “The 
single concern expressed 
by all the residents present 
was the attempt of Great 
Aycliffe Town Council to 
make a hostile take over 

of a large portion of our 
parish, known as Eldon 
Whins. Residents were 
unanimous in their con-
demnation of this aggres-
sive act and charged the 
Parish Council to do all it 
can to stop it.”
At Middridge Parish Coun-
cil’s Annual Meeting Anne 
Clarke was elected as 
Chairwoman for 2014/15, 
with Philip Makinson as 
Vice Chairman.

Between 11pm and 
11.30pm on Thursday 15th 
May, the offside window 
of a parked Rover motor 
vehicle and the offside 
wing mirror of a Renault 
Van were damaged in 

Cedar Grove. 
Police are appealing for 
witnesses to this damage, 
or anyone with informa-
tion regarding those re-
sponsible, to call 101 and 
ask for Shildon NPT.

Damage  to  parked  
vehicles

Newton Aycliffe and 
Shildon Neighbourhood 
Policing Teams worked 
together to conduct a 
walk-around of the pubs 
in Newton Aycliffe and 
Shildon on Friday 16th May. 
Staff and customers were 
able to speak to police and 
the toilets in each estab-

lishment were checked for 
drug use. 
More of these walk-arounds 
will be conducted in the 
future and the teams hope 
to help licensed premises 
become safer places for 
the public to enjoy them-
selves, away from trouble 
makers and drug abuse.

Police  conduct  pub  
walk-about

Middridge  meetings

Shildon Model Railway Club 
will be holding an exhibi-
tion at Locomotion Museum 
on Saturday 7th and Sunday 
8th June, between 10am 
and 5pm both days.
The free event will feature 
20+ layouts and 30+ 

traders, local groups and 
modelling displays. There 
will also be steam locomo-
tive rides available for a 
small charge.
For more information visit 
www.shildonmrc.com or 
call Dave on 01325 310899.

Model  Railway  Club  
exhibition

Durham Amateur Football 
Trust’s latest exhibition  
took place in Shildon’s 
Locomotion Museum until 
Thursday 22nd May, on 
the 125th Anniversary of 
the Northern League. 
Councillor Henry Nichol-
son performed the official 

opening on Tuesday 13th 
May, with his new regalia 
as Mayor of Shildon; his 
first official engagement 
in the role. 
The Northern League’s 
Chairman, Mike Amos, 
was also in attendence. 
“Henry and Mike are 

old school chums from 
Shildon primary school 
days so there was much 
reminiscing, but we were 
really pleased that the 
new Mayor’s first duty 
was to open the exhibi-
tion,” said a spokesperson 
for DAFT.

Councillor Henry Nicholson opened the Durham Amateur Football Trust’s latest exhibi-
tion in his first official engagement as the new Mayor of Shildon.

Cllr  Nicholson  gets  his  teeth  
into  new  Mayoral  role

World  War  Two  locomotive 
joins  museum  displays

Locomotion, the National 
Railway Museum at Shildon 
will welcome the arrival 
of another new guest loco-
motive next month - S160 
2253, an ex US Army Trans-
portation Corps locomotive 
that was built by Baldwins 
in Philadelphia, USA, in 
1943.
It has works number 69469 
and is one of more than 
4000 similar locomo-
tives built between 1943 
and 1946 to serve the US 
Military in Europe, Africa 

and parts of Asia.
The locomotive was first 
shipped to England, landing 
in May 1943 and allocated 
to the LNER; shedded at 
Leeds Neville Hill. It worked 
for 15 months before being 
shipped to France in Sep-
tember 1944, and formed 
part of the successful war 
effort to liberate Europe 
from Nazi oppression.
It was eventually sold as 
part of the Marshall Plan 
to the PKP, Polish State 
Railways, where it worked 

successfully until 1985, 
when it was finally with-
drawn at Olesnica works.
It was then bought by 
UK locomotive-owning 
company SPS and moved to 
the North Yorkshire Moors 
Railway, arriving in October 
1992. It ran on the NYMR 
for seven years, covering 
41,000 miles before boiler 
issues stopped the engine.
The locomotive will remain 
on display at Locomotion 
until the end of September 
2015.

family Meal Deal

ERIC’S FISH BAR ERIC’S
Traditional fish and chips

22 Dean Street,  
Shildon, DL4 1EZ

01388 776549

1 Maple Avenue,
Shildon, DL4 2AQ

01388 773232

2 X COD + CHIPS + 2 KIDS’ MEALS
EVERy DAy

ONLy £10.00

EVERy TUESDAy
COD + CHIPS

BUy ONE GET ONE fREE
ONLy £5.00
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P.J.R. 
PLASTERING

All aspects of Plastering
Re-skims & Rendering, 

Damp proofing
Clean Service

Quality Workmanship
Very Reasonable Rates

No Job too Small
Phone for a
FREE quote

01388   775275
0781  357  1929

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE
FREE

MEaSuRE & FITTINg 
buy direct from the 
factory and save

Gibson's Funeral 
Services

Established over 140 years.

Association Street, Shildon.
Our office hours are

Monday to Friday 10.00am until 2.00pm.
or  by appointment on

01388 772244
24 hour on call service.

Dear Editor,

I wonder if you might be able to track a family for me that I met on 

holiday in Newquay, Cornwall, 46 years ago.

They had rented a house, I think it was called the Copacabana, and 

we met whilst socialising in the pub just down the road.

I was 21 at the time and got friendly with a very attractive young 

lady and travelled up to Shildon during the August Bank Holiday to 

stay with them.

They lived just off the high street; parents with two sons and the 

blonde daughter. Unfortunately with the passage of time names 

escape me and diaries have been mislaid.

We had a lovely time travelling round in my A 40; Stockton-on-Tees 

for steak and a smashing day out in Whitby for fish and chips! I really 

enjoyed the area and the hospitality.

At the time I was living in Litherland, North Liverpool (a staunch 

LFC fan). 

The distance put a damper on any romantic connections and the 

fact that I was studying hard to gain my Quantity Surveying quali-

fication meant time was at a premium.

Without any names it's a long shot I know. The father worked in 

railway engineering, the eldest son was married and was involved in 

the haulage business and the young lady worked in an office.

As a final twist I actually married my now wife of 43 years who 

is from Newcastle-upon-Tyne two years or so after this romantic 

weekend. I must say, I really like that North East accent!

Regards,

Gordon Anderson

 

Editor’s note: If you have any information to pass onto Gordon, call 

into the Crier office or email crier@talk21.com.

Letters
Have your say...

Do you have 
leaflets 
for your 
business?

The Crier is delivered 
to around 6,000 
homes
Leaflets distributed 
from just 2p each

(01388) 775 896

Last week’s Shildon AFC 
Supporters’ Club Lotto 
numbers were drawn on 
Sunday 18th May.
Numbers 3, 4, 6, 10, 13 
and 15 came out of the 
hat.
There was no winner of 
the jackpot, which will 
now once again rollover.
John Bennett from Dar-
lington’s name was drawn 
from all entries and won 

the £25 consolation prize.
This week the jackpot 
will be £650 with players 
needing to choose the 
winning combination of six 
numbers from 15.
This week's draw will be at 
the usual venue and time: 
the Shildon AFC clubhouse 
during the half time break 
in the Supporters’ Club 
quiz night, which begins at 
8pm on Sunday.

Shildon  AFC  Lotto  
rollover

Kays Hill Animal Sanctu-
ary in Bildershaw have a 
few places available for 
the 2014 Great North Run, 
taking place on Sunday 7th 
September.
Runners who would like 
to represent the charity 
will need to adhere to one 
of the following require-
ments;
• Donation of £225
• Donation of £50, sponsor-

ship of £175 minimum; or
• Sponsorship of £225 

minimum.
For more information, or 
to request an application 
form, contact Bill Campbell 
on 07711 771 289 or email 
bill.c.campbell@gmail.
com.
Places will be allocated 
on receipt of a completed 
application form in strict 
sequence.

Spaces  available  for  
the  Great  North  Run
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Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...

All aspects of Tree and Garden 
work undertaken and more….

Commercial and Domestic
Fully Insured

Hardwood Logs For sale
Free Estimates & friendly advice

Tel - 01388 813211 
07584 160468

www.specialbranchtreeservices.com
specialbranchtreeservices@mail.com

MILNER’S CLEANING 
CONTRACTORS

Window cleaning - Houses 
& Businesses from £3

Gutters cleaned & repaired 
from £5

Garden maintenance, 
home repair service, office 

& domestic cleaning
CALL: 01388 776150
OR: 07900 281 601

The North East track and 
field Championships were 
staged at Gateshead In-
ternational stadium last 
weekend, where a small 
but elite band of Shildon’s 
athletes soared to success.
Rachel McHugh led the 
Jumps group by example 
when securing double gold 
in the u20 women’s lj and 
tj events. U15 girl Jade 
Hepple strove to match the 
older girls’ achievements 
and a fine debut perfor-
mance in the tj meant Jade 
leapt 9.40m and secured the 
silver medal. Jade rounded 
off her weekend with a pb 
in the lj of 4.25m.
Courtnie Mills responded 
to the challenge set by 
her teammates to secure 
the silver medal in the lj 
with a leap of 4.43m. Ryan 
Etherington made his necaa 
championships debut in the 
jumps with a 4th place in 
the senior men’s tj and 7th 
in the lj.
Meanwhile the club’s 
sprinters made the most of 
the sunny weather with a 
number of excellent perfor-
mances. The club’s  U13 girls 
enhanced their status as the 
region’s finest young sprint 
group with the dynamic duo 
of Maddie Wells and Rachel 
Bennett leading the way 
as they eased through the 
heats in the 100m and 200m 
to qualify for the finals later 
in the day. 
Joining them in the finals 
of each event was talented 
newcomer Katie Williams, 
who gave blistering per-
formances to qualify from 
the bottom end of the 
age group. Gaining invalu-
able experience in their 1st 
major competition, young 
speedsters Leah Rutherford 
Amy Leigh Hutchingson and 
Rebeka Mills gave a good 
account of themselves in 

the heats, despite failing to 
make the finals. 
As the trio of finalist lined 
up over 100m, the quality 
of the field was highlighted 
by the fact that the finalists 
made up many of the UKs 
top ranked u13g sprinters. 
As the gun sounded Katie 
Williams reacted fastest, 
with Rachel and Maddie also 
quick away. 
Rachel’s drive phase gave 
her a clear advantage which 
she held to the line, with 
Maddie also breaking clear 
to give Shildon the gold and 
silver medals.
Katie followed her training 
partners over the line in 
6th place and will be a 
sure-fire gold medal threat 
in a year’s time in this age 
group. 
In the 200m final, UK no.1 
at the distance Maddie 

lined up alongside the no.3 
ranked Rachel and the 
U.K no.5 from Gateshead 
Harriers. 
From the start Maddie 
took on the field and 
raced clear of all except 
Rachel, who gave her all 
in pursuing Maddie but 
found her sustained pace 
too hot to handle as they 
again crossed the line in 1st 
and 2nd place, although in 
reverse order. 
Katie Williams found this 
one race too far with her 
limited training but per-
formed valiantly to keep in 
close contact to the rest of 
the finalists. 
Meanwhile, the sole u20w 
entrant in the sprints, 16 
year-old Georgia Hirst took 
on the 400m and led the 
field for 395m before just 
failing to cling on for gold.

Why not try Shildon Leisure 
Centre’s brand new state-
of-the-art 3G football pitch 
for just £10? 
This price is for both 5-a-side 

and 7-a-side bookings. 
For further information, or 
to make a booking, contact 
the Leisure Centre on 03000 
266448.

Play  football  for  just  
£10

Shildon AFC held their  
annual presentation 
evening on Friday 16th 
May at Elm Road WMC, 
when the ‘Players’ Player 
of the Year’, the ‘Sup-
porters Club Player of the 
Year’ and the ‘Directors’ 
Player of the Year’ all 
went to Darren Craddock. 
Top Goalscorer was Paul 
Connor with 23 league 
goals. 
The John Hay Memorial 
Trophy, selected by John 
Hay’s family, was awarded 
to Lee Scroggins, while 
the ‘Performance of the 
Season’ trophy, awarded 
by the Supporters Club, 
went to Keith Finch for 
his penalty heroics in the 
1st Round of the Durham 
Challenge Cup against 
Norton.
The club begins their 
pre-season fixtures with 
a visit to Tow Law on 
Saturday 12th July. 
On Wednesday 15th July 
they then travel to Blyth 
to take on the Spartans, 
who play in the Northern 
Premier League, Premier 
Division. 
The club’s first home 
friendly is on Friday 18th 
July, when the Railway-
men welcome Scottish 
League One side Stran-

raer to Dean Street. 
On Monday 21st July 
Shildon are on their 
travels again when they 
visit Northern League 
bound Ryhope Colliery 
Welfare.
They return to home 
ground on Friday 25th 
July when they entertain 
Scottish Junior League 
side Tayport FC, followed 
on Wednesday 30th July 
when Heaton Stannington 
are at Dean Street. 
Finally, on Friday 1st 
August it is the annual 
John Hay Memorial Trophy 
match which will again be 
played at Seaham Red 
Star’s ground. 
The 2014-2015 season is 
expected to get underway 
on Saturday 9th August.
Season tickets are now 
on sale and are avail-
able from Gareth Howe 
on 0797 682 2453 or Jeff 
Ridley on 0790 999 2731. 
They are £90 each and 
£50 for concessions. 
The next meeting of the 
Shildon Supporters’ Club 
is on Sunday 1st June 
at 11.30am in the Club-
house. “Everyone is more 
than welcome to come 
along and support your 
local team,” commented 
a spokesperson.

Awards  for  players  at  
presentation  night

Young  athletes  at  track  and  
field  championships

Old Shildon Homing Society 
released their birds in 
Leicester on Saturday 17th 
May at 8.10am. 
The first bird was back in 
Shildon at 10.42am, just 
two and a half hours later, 

having travelled 141 miles. 
The first and 3rd bird 
home belonged to Smith, 
Alderson & Spark, 2nd & 
4th was J.B. Younghus-
band and 4th & 5th was 
Thompson & Wilkinson.

Old  Shildon  Homing  
Society

The girls on the podium at the North East Champion-
ships.


