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School and Sixth Form College 
A Catholic Academy 
Woodhouse Lane, Bishop Auckland, County Durham, DL14 6JT. 
A Specialist Technology College 
Students on roll 1,400+ (including 350+ in Sixth Form) 

Premises Manager  
£25,472-£28,636 - 37 hpw (whole time) 

Caretaker 
£17,802-£19,621 – 2 pm to 10 pm (Mon to Fri - whole time) 

 Ofsted May 2010: Outstanding School 
St John’s is an oversubscribed Catholic Academy offering our students 

a state-of-the-art learning environment. 
We aim to recruit enthusiastic, self-motivated and suitably qualified 

people to join our school to start September 2013. 
For further details, please contact: 01388 603246, 

sanderson@stjohnsrc.org.uk or visit our website 
 www.stjohnsrc.org.uk - Vacancies 

Closing Date: 9 am - Monday, 1 July 2013 
 

 
 

 

 

‘A Learning Community Guided by Gospel Values’ 

Locomotion, the National 
Railway Museum, is 
delighted to be hosting the 
Shildon Model Railway Club 
Exhibition on Saturday 15th 
and Sunday 16th June.
The event will feature 
around 20 model railway 
layouts by both club 
members and guests, in a 
variety of gauges including 
00-gauge; H0-gauge; and 
0-gauge. There will also be 
a range of model railway 
traders at the event, 
offering all you need to 
enjoy your modelling hobby 
at home.
Shildon Model Railway Club 
was established in 1982. 
Members meet weekly to 
share their skills in all areas 
of the hobby, including 

model and layout building, 
electronics, joinery, metal 
work, photography and 
the history of local and 
national railways.
Locomotion has around 70 
vehicles from the National 
Collection on display, 
including the Duchess of 
Hamilton and the APT-E.
Admission and parking at 
the museum are free of 
charge, and it’s open daily. 
With indoor and outdoor 
picnic tables and a 
children’s play area, it’s 
an ideal venue for a family 
day out.
For more information 
on the great range of 
activities at Locomotion, 
call the museum on 01388 
771439.

Model  Railway  Club  
exhibition

Happy birthday Les!
Mayor of Shildon, Peter Quinn, next to Joe Spedding of Sustrans, with Year 5 pupils 
from Thornhill Primary School and Head Mistress, Mrs Green.

The busy mayor of Shildon, 
Peter Quinn and Tracey 
Bellas from Shildon Town 
Council attended Thornhill 
Primary School on Tuesday 

11th June and spoke to 
the children about making 
Shildon a safer and better 
place to live. 
Joe Spedding, who works 

for Sustrans, came to work 
at Thornhill in January and 
is there until the end of 
term.  Sustrans is a charity 
promoting sustainable 
transport for active travel.  
Earlier in the year, Joe 
walked around the town 
with Year 5 pupils (Age 
10). 
They came back with 
some ideas of how they 
thought Shildon could be 
made greener and safer 
for walking, cycling and 
scooting.  
The pupils suggestions 
were: More should be 
done to promote cycling 
in Shildon; the town needs 
more litter bins; more 
trees should be planted; 
the skate park should be 
improved to encourage 
young people to be more 
active and more should 
be done to reduce the 
number of cars around the 
school.  
The mayor spoke to Year 5 
and explained the duties 
he has to perform. 
After a question and 
answer session he kindly 
allowed all the pupils to 

Thornhill  Primary  pupils  give  
their  survey  findings  to  mayor

Continued, page 4

ENHANCE
Introducing Bella Vita Beauty Special Offers:
FATHER’S DAY SPECIAL
Back, neck & shoulder massage: £10

To book an appointment, or receive a treatment 
brochure, pop into Enhance or call the salon on 
01388 778558.

INTRODUCTORY OFFER
With Paula, formerly at Saks & Regis

with 27 years experience
Cut & Finish - Only £10

w w w . e n h a n c e h d . c o m

2 5 A  C h u r c h  S t r e e t   S h i l d o n   D L 4  1 D S

SUMMER SIZZLER (June/July offer)
File & polish, spray tan, party lashes*
Only £25 *Cannot be used in conjunction with any other 
offer. Offer prices are valid until 31st July 2013.

£5 OFF VOUCHER
Take this voucher to Bella Vita to receive £5 
off your beauty treatment of £10 or more.

Valid until 30/6/13. No other discounts or proms apply.

from all 
at the 
Crier

12th  June
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Birthday Memories

Birthdays

Acknowledgements

Classifieds
All about local people...               

   Town Crier
  Shildon
 & District

Mary White

Forever loved 
and always missed, 
Eric, Lisa, Stephanie, 
Christopher, Millie, 

Joseph & Sam
xxxx

The depths of sorrow 
we cannot tell

Of the loss of one 
we loved so well

And while she sleeps
a peaceful sleep
Her memory we 

shall always keep

Died 18th June 2012
Allan  Johnson

Still missed a lot,
Love from Rachel & Mam

xxx

Happy Birthday Dad
You would have been 76

June 11th

Anthony Brown

Love you loads,
Mam, Dad & Callum

xxx

Have a fantastic 16th 
Birthday Anthony

16th June

Anthony Brown

Love you loads,
Nana & Granda

xxxx

Happy 16th Birthday to 
our wonderful Grandson

16th June

Anthony Brown

Love from Uncle Robert, 
Auntie Jane, Auntie Laura, 

Uncle Frankie, Sophie, Livia, 
Liam & Ellie

xxxx

Happy 16th Anth

GOTCHA!
Mary White

Eddie, Marjorie & family

A very dear Sister & Aunt
Always remembered

18th June 2012

Ray Clarkson

Never forgotten,
Loving Sons,

Patrick, Stephen & Vincent
xx

Remembering a much-loved 
Father on this, his 

special day

Father’s Day

Patricia Hunter

Always in our thoughts,
Lots of love,

Julie, Anthony, 
Kieron & Charlotte

xxxxx

Mam, remembering 
you is easy

I think of you each day
But its the pain of losing you

That never goes away

(Nee Hannar)
16th June 2005

Roz Langley

Hugs and kisses 
for everyone xxx 

Would like to thank 
relatives and friends for 

cards and presents and for 
making my day special

Birthdays

Rebecca Horner

All our love,
Mam & Dad

xxx

Happy 18th Birthday to a 
wonderful Daughter

18!

Rebecca Horner

Lots of love,
Laura

xxx

Happy 18th Birthday Sis!

Rebecca Horner

Lots of love,
Christopher & Daniel

xxx

Happy 18th Birthday 
Auntie Bex

Services
Man with a Van

From one item to a van load
Ring / text for a quote

07880 795 499

MOVING A THING?
From £14. Call Phil.

Phone 01325 321 084 
or 07790 509 925

Passed Away

Hewitt

Kevin (Kev) aged 49 years
Loving partner of Emma

Devoted Dad to 
Christopher, Kimberly, 
Natalie, Jamie-Lee and 

Callam, dear Son to Gladys
& the late John, Son-in-Law, 

Brother, Brother-in-Law 
& Uncle

5th June
Suddenly at home in Shildon

Will friends please meet 
for service in Shildon 
Methodist Church at 

12.40 on Monday June 
17th followed by private 

cremation
Donations in lieu of flowers 

may be left in Church for 
the Ambulance Service

Rita Jenny Baldwin

Love always,
Sheila & Geoff

xxxxx

13th March 1990 
you went away

Loved and missed every day
Our close time was short

The love we had 
could not be bought
Remembered always 

till we meet again
Up in Heaven to 

complete the chain

(Nee Smith)

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

Need to contact The Crier 
about a Classified?
T: (01388) 775 896
E: crier@talk21.com

Birthday Memories

Ella Ingledew

Loved and missed,
Alan, Elaine, Barrie, 

Pam & families

No cards to send
No presents to give

Just our love
As long as we live

15th June

Father’s Day Memories

Kingsley Taylor

Love and miss you,
Lynne, George & family

xxx

Wishing you were 
here on Father’s Day and 

every other day

Father’s Day

Brian Chapman

Love Lacy Constance
xxxx

World’s greatest Dad
Happy Father’s Day

Births

Ross & Lisa
Congratulations on the 
birth of your Daughter

Amelia Jacqueline 
Brown

Congratulations

Daniel (Taffy) Parker 
& Tina Nugent

Love Dad & Claire
xxx

Congratulations on your 
wedding, 15th June 2013

Hope all goes well and you 
have a long, happy life 

together

Missing

Lost cat

Missing since 10th June 
from Eskdale Gardens. 

Siamese cross with blue eyes. 
5 years old. 

Tel: 01388 777456

Bennett - Ellis

Best wishes from
Jeff, Les, Archie, Sarah 

and all at the Town Crier

Congratulations Michael 
and  Stephanie on your 

engagement
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Kelly’s  Cards 
&  Gifts

Including Inks, Disks, Cases 
& other components

79 Church Street, Shildon, 01388 772323

Computer  Accessories

To Let

Small shop/office 
in Church Street, 

Shildon
Very reasonable rent

Tel: 07980 160 501

For Sale
Exc condition 2 seater 
sofa bed settee. Metal 
action/new mattress. 

Terracotta colour. £100. 
Buyer to collect.

01388 777660

Small pine desk
4 drawers/knee hole
43” x 16” x 29”  £20

House To Let
Teesdale Walk, Shildon

2 Bed, GCH, DG
Off-road parking

Paved garden to rear
Front grassed area

Call 01388 721229
For more details

Dine  with a  
difference

The monthly lunch club at 
Shildon Locomotion will 
take place on Monday 24th 
June at 12 noon. 
Clare and Jane at the 
Platform 7 Café will be 
serving a delicious roast 
chicken dinner with 
seasonal vegetables, 
followed by chocolate 
mousse with freshly brewed 
tea and coffee.
After lunch there will be a 

talk by Karen from the NHS 
and an opportunity to plant 
up some hanging baskets 
with Paula from Shildon 
Community Garden.
The price is £4.60. 
Places are limited and need 
to be pre-booked. Contact 
Sara Collins at Age UK 
County Durham on 0191 374 
0930 for more information 
or email comedinewithus@
ageukcountydurham.org.uk. 

Shildon Horticultural Show, 
sponsored by Shildon 
Town Council, will be held 
at Shildon Civic Hall on 
Saturday 31st August and 
Sunday 1st September.
Exhibits to be benched 
on Saturday, 31st August  
between 10am and 2pm.
The Show will also feature 
a  Home Produce section 
for the best Jam, Apple 
Pie, Corned Beef Pie, 

Marmalade and Cheese 
Scones with  the Children’s 
Section wanting entries for 
the best miniature garden 
design, animal made 
from fruit/veg, decorated 
flower pot and decorated 
biscuits.
 For further details contact,  
W. Drennan on 01388 
772955,  B. Richardson 
on 01388 772336 or D. 
Snowball 01388 417159.

Shildon  Horticultural  
Show

Late evening on Saturday 
8th June, police were 
called to a disturbance in 
John Street, Shildon.
A 24 year-old local man 

was arrested and later 
given a police caution for 
three common assaults 
and possession of a small 
amount of cocaine.

Assault  arrest

The close-knit community 
of Gurney Valley was in 
shock this week as popular 
local man, 44-year-old Brian 
Metcalfe, was killed in a 
blaze that swept through 
the attic bedroom of the 
family  home in the early 
hours of Monday morning, 
10th June. 
Brian’s younger brother, 
Ian, managed to escape 
from the same room, while 
the brothers’ parents were 
also rescued from the house 
by the emergency services. 
The family’s pet dog was 
sadly died in the fire.
County Durham and 
Darlington Fire and Rescue 
Service were called to the 
scene shortly before 1am  
on Monday by police officers 
who were at the property in 
Gurney Valley.
Officers managed to help 
Brian’s parents, Ernie and 

Fire  tragedy  leaves  community  
in  shock

Ann to escape from the 
house before firefighters 
from Bishop Auckland and 
Newton Aycliffe arrived at 
the scene.
Emergency services 
cordoned off the area as an 
investigation got underway 
to determine the cause of 
the blaze.
The incident has shocked 
the community with one 
resident saying, “We can’t 
believe what has happened. 
It is terrible.
Andy Hopkinson, area 
manager for County Durham 
and Darlington Fire and 
Rescue Service, said: “This 
is a tragic loss of life and our 
thoughts and condolences 
are with the family and 
friends of the deceased.
“We urge everyone to 
ensure they have smoke 
alarms fitted and that they 
are working.

“We are also asking people 
to check that their families 
and friends have working 
smoke alarms fitted to their 
properties.
“Fire crews will be working 
in the immediate area over 
the next few days offering 
residents a free home 
fire safety visit, including 
fitting smoke alarms free of 
charge.”
Another neighbour said: 
“Brian was a lovely lad 
who lived here all his life 
and was well known to 
everyone in the area. We’re 
all very upset that this has 
happened to the family and 
we would like to pass on our 
condolences to Ernie, Ann 
and Ian.”
A collection box for the 
family has been set up on 
the bar in the Close House 
Club, where Brian was a 
popular patron.

Popular local man, Brian Metcalfe, was tragically killed in the fire which swept though 
the attic in the family home at Gurney Valley.

Area demonstrator, Gill 
Bainbridge from Yarm 
will present a flower 
arranging evening entitled 
‘Down Stream’ at the next 
meeting of the Shildon and 

District Flower Club on 
Monday, 1st July at 7.30pm 
at Shildon Civic Centre.
The meeting is free to 
members. Entry for visitors 
is £5.

Flower  club  meeting

Support your 
local paper!

When you call one 
of our advertisers, 
be sure to mention 

The Town Crier

Tel: 01388 774154
Mob: 0777 844 9812

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL &
T.V AERIAL NEEDS. LOCAL - 

RELIABLE and  REASONABLE
FREE  ESTIMATES

DOUGLAS
ELECTRICAL 
& TV AERIAL 

SERVICESHigh Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice

Tel Stephen on: 07976554046
Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

Price Property
Houses to rent in 
Shildon, Bishop 

Auckland, Darlington, 
Hunwick and Coxhoe
For further details contact

01325 484846
Est 10 years
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Driving Lessons

Friendly,  patient and professional 
tuition.

Learn to drive in one week or take 
your time with weekly lessons

Tel: (01388) 772545
or 0796 705 1643

www.121driving.net

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE
FREE

MEaSuRE & FITTINg 
buy direct from the 
factory and save

Door
Repair

Specialist

SHILDON
LOCKSMITH

24 HOUR 
CALL OUT

We offer gain entry, 
Lock changes and 

door & window repair
Covers all local areas

Tel: 01388 741114
www.shildonlocksmiths.co.uk

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

Gas Safe Registered
For All Boiler 
Installations

Services &
Repairs

Free Quote

Tel: 07826527952
01388 720009

A 27 year-old man from 
Roseberry Terrace, 
Shildon, has been charged 
with being concerned in 
the production of cannabis 
and with the manufactur-
ing of a prohibited weapon 
namely a ‘Slam Fire’ self-
loading shotgun. 
This followed the 
execution of a magistrates’ 
search warrant at his home 

address back in May this 
year where a cannabis 
grow was discovered. 
During the search, police 
also noted various items 
which they were later able 
to link to the manufacture 
of a prohibited weapon.
The male will appear 
before Newton Aycliffe 
Magistrates’ Court on 26th 
June.

Man  made  self-fire  
shotgun

A crowd descended on the 
Shildon Community Garden 
on Saturday 8th June for an 
open day celebrating the 
activities of the Garden.
Opened in August 2012 by 
the Rt. Revd. Mark Bryant, 
Bishop of Jarrow, the site 
has enjoyed a steadily 
growing band of willing 
gardeners transforming a 
number of vacant allotment 
patches into a vibrant and 
well-used piece of land.
Boasting a large number of 
raised beds, a polytunnel, 
greenhouse, meeting room, 
and toilet, the site has a 
number of Shildon groups, 
including All Saints Scouts, 
now enjoy gardening 

together. 
Each of the raised beds 
is looked after by an 
individual who can grow 
whatever they like, and 
they look forward to 
eating their own produce 
as the seasons change 
whilst learning from other 
gardeners. 
The open day was also 
enjoyed by a large number 
of children who got 
involved in a bug hunt, 
planted seed impregnated 
butterflies, and met the 
hens, having a chance for 
a close encounter and 
feathery stroke. 
Revd. David commented, 
“The garden was estab-

lished by the church in 
response to requests by 
the community and thanks 
to the enthusiasm of Paula 
Nelson and the team is now 
flourishing. 
“This is what church 
is about”, he added 
“inspiring the community 
to be all that it can be - a 
wonderful mix of talents 
and abilities.”
Former County Councillor 
Gary Huntington, tucking 
into the BBQ, added, “This 
is brilliant, just brilliant.” 
If you would like to 
know more check out 
the Community Garden’s 
Facebook page or contact 
Paula on 07540 310 257.

Community  Garden  holds  
open  day

Residents living in Eldon 
Lane and Coundon Grange 
are being invited to identify 
environmental issues which 
they would like to see 
tackled in their area. 
Local people are invited to 
a walkabout, organised by 
Durham County Council, on 

Help tackle  local  
issues

Thursday 20th June which 
starts at 10am at the One 
Stop Shop, Eldon Lane.
Members of The Pride in 
Dene Valley project will 
gather together with local 
people to identify issues 
within the Eldon Lane and 
Coundon Grange areas. 

Evening  of  
mediumship
Shildon Spiritualist Church 
on Middleton Road will 
be holding an evening of 
Mediumship with Mr Bill 
Lloyd on Wednesday 19th 
June, from 7pm.

Donations of £1.50 per 
person are requested at 
the door.
“All are welcome to 
attend” said a spokesper-
son.

Advertise in 
The Crier
Call Jeff on

01388 775896
0790 999 2731

Revd. David address the crowd at the recent Shildon Community Gardens open day.

don his chain of office. 
Tracey Bellas said the 
council were looking at 
funding options for the 
skate park. 
Head Mistress, Mrs Green  
said parents are still 

parking on the yellow lines 
near the school, which is 
not only dangerous but 
against the law. 
Mrs Green respectfully 
requests that more con-
sideration be taken by 
parents when dropping off 
their children.

Thornhill  Primary

Advertise in 
The Crier

Call Jeff on
01388 775896

0790 999 2731

from page 1



Friday 14th June 2013Shildon & District Town Crier Issue 617 Page 5

J.P. PoTTLe
Plumbing and Heating

Central Heating Installations
 and Repairs

gas servicing and repairs
All aspects of plumbing work 

undertaken
No job too small.

20 Years Experience
Time served

FREE ESTIMATES  
Gas Safe Registered.

Heating Grants for OAPs

Tel: 07974 177242  
or  01388 607233

Tennis Coaching - Hackworth Tennis Court
Thursdays
8-11 years  4.00 - 5.00pm  £2
11 years+ 5.00 - 6.00pm  £2
Contact Peter Garrod for more details: 07747 486880

For more information on all our
Join In legacy activities call
03000 28 2012 or visit
www.durham.gov.uk/youngactivities

t
e
n
n
i
s

Police are investigating 
a series of shoplifting 
incidents on the 8th and 
9th June from the Co-op 
store in Redworth Road, 

Shildon. Officers have 
identified a suspect and 
efforts are being made 
to trace the individual 
concerned. 

Co-op  shoplifting

Parish  meeting
An extraordinary meeting 
of Eldon Parish Council will 
be held on Thursday 13th 
June, at Eldon Community 
Centre from 7pm, when ar-
rangements for the village 
fun day will be discussed.

Land issues in Eldon are also 
on the agenda, although 
it is likely that the public 
will be excluded from this 
section of the meeting due 
to the confidential nature 
of the subject.

The next Police and Com-
munities Together meeting 
for the Sunnydale Ward will 
take place on Wednesday 
19th June, from 6.30pm 
Shildon Civic Hall.
The Thickley Ward meeting 
will be held on Thursday 

20th June from 6.30pm  at 
Jubilee Fields Community 
Centre.
The meeting for Byerley 
Ward is to be held on 
Wednesday 19th June from 
6.30pm at Shildon Civic 
Hall.

PACT  meetings

How to contact us:
By email or online:
crier@talk21.com or www.shildontowncrier.com
By post or in person:
Town Crier, First Floor, Town Council Offices, 
Civic Hall Square, Shildon. DL4 1AH.
By telephone or voicemail:
(01388) 775896 or 07909 992 731.
Leave items for the paper at:
Our offices, Civic Hall Square.
How to advertise:
We can design an eye catching advert tailored 
to your specific needs. A breakdown of costs is 
available online at www.shildontowncrier.com.
The Shildon & District Town Crier is delivered free of charge to 
homes and businesses in Shildon, Middridge, Eldon, Eldon Lane 
and Redworth.

of our wonderful community
              

   Town Crier
  Shildon
 & District At the heart

The Shildon Jubilees 
Jazz Band are holding 
their annual carnival at 
Hackworth Park, Shildon, 
on Sunday 16th June.
The parade will start 

at 10.30am in the park 
with displays at around 
lunchtime.
There will be shows, re-
freshments and a variety 
of stalls.

Jazz  band  carnivalThe former rent office on 
Church Street, Shildon has 
re-opened as a self-help 
base, where people can 
be assisted to gain skills 
needed to find a job.
The office will be the new 
home of the Foundations 
project, a partnership 
between social housing 
provider, livin, and 
Sunderland Football Club’s 
charity the Foundation of 
Light.
The project will offer a 
wide range of help and 
advice, affording people 
the opportunity to improve 
their lives and their com-
munities.
The facilities on offer 
include an ICT suite, 
meeting rooms, office 
space and a kitchen.
Staff will help people learn 
new employment skills, 

improve their wellbeing 
and assist with advice on 
money management.
Executive director for 
people and communities 
at livin, Alan Boddy, said: 
“Our research showed 
that there were issues 
in the community with 
employment and health 
problems.
“The Foundations project 
and new facility will 
complement existing 
projects and support 
people to learn new skills, 
improve their chances of 
finding work and ultimately 
improve lifestyles.
“We are speaking to 
community groups, training 
providers and organisa-
tions to ensure the new 
facility is accessible to as 
many people as possible.”
The housing provider’s 

figures reveal that a 
staggering 18.7 percent of 
18-24-year-olds in Shildon 
claimed Job Seekers 
Allowance in 2012: double 
the County’s average of 9.8 
percent.
Lesley Spuhler, chief 
executive of the 
Foundation of Light, said: 
“Foundation of Light is 
excited about the work the 
team will be able to do by 
being based in the heart of 
Shildon.
“I’m delighted to see the 
incredible transformation 
from a former housing 
office into a learning space 
that I am sure will be used 
by many local people.”
For information about 
Foundation, contact Vicky 
Miller on 0845 505 5500 or 
by email at foundations@
livin.co.uk.

Self-help  base  opens  in  Shildon

Concerns  raised  about  future  
of  Locomotion  Museum

Fears have been rasied that 
proposed Government cuts  
to the Science Museum 
Group’s budget could lead 
to the closure of one or 
both of the group’s railway 
museums - at York and at 
Shildon.
The group, which is 

already deadling with a 
£22m deficit may now 
be asked to find another 
£4m of cuts, which could 
jeopardise the Locomotion 
museum.
Responding to the news, 
Shildon town mayor, 
Peter Quinn said, “At the 

moment it is hearsay, but 
if it does happen, the 
whole town will fight the 
proposal vigourously. 
“Locomotion has put 
Shildon on the map. It is 
a well used facility and is 
a wonderful asset for the 
town.”

Locomotion Museum attracted 200,000 visitors to Shildon last year. Its closure would 
have a devastating effect on the local economy.
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P.J.R. 
PLASTERING

All aspects of Plastering
re-skims & rendering, 

Damp proofing
Clean service

Quality Workmanship
Very Reasonable Rates

No Job too Small
Phone for a
FREE quote

01388   775275
0781  357  1929

Dynamic Dance School
NEW CLASSES

Street Dance

at Jubilee Fields Community Centre

Dynamic TotsThursdays
1-2pm

Mondays
5.15 - 6.15pm

All classes £3 each
Contact Steph on 07715 568 614

Age 5+

Under 4s Parent & 
Toddler group with 
a difference

gibson's Funeral 
services

Established over 140 years.

Association street, shildon.
Our office hours are

Monday to Friday 10.00am until 2.00pm.
or  by appointment on

01388 772244
24 hour on call service.

Are you aged 16-25 and 
struggling to find the right 
job or college course? If 
so then the Prince’s Trust 
may be able to help. 
A drop-in session is being 
held at Shildon Leisure 
Centre on Tuesday 18th 
June, from 12 noon to 
5pm. 
These sessions will help 

with C.V. building  and 
interview skills and will 
help you develop the skills 
you need to improve your 
job prospects. 
For further information 
contact Katrina Daniel at 
Katrina.daniel@princes-
trust.org.uk or contact 
Shildon Sunnydale Leisure 
Centre on 03000 266 448.

Improve  your  job 
prospects

A drop-in session to provide 
smoking cessation support 
has recently started in 
Shildon. 
The sessions are held 
between 10.30am and 
11.30am on Monday 
mornings, at the Jubilee 
Fields Community Centre.
This NHS service is run by 
a specialist stop smoking 
advisor, who will be able 
to guide you through 
your quit attempt week 
by week, and provide a 
three month programme 

of stop smoking products 
on prescription. It will be 
important to attend the 
sessions regularly.
This service began 
recently: on Monday June 
10th, and new quitters are 
always welcome. 
“Come along soon to 
find out more about the 
service, or telephone 
in advance, to register 
with the service on the 
Freephone number 08000 
113 405,” encouraged a 
spokesperson.

Get  help  to  stop 
smoking 

Between 4am and 7.30am 
on Friday 7th June, a 
dwelling burglary occurred 
in Windsor Gardens, 
Shildon. 
Entry was gained through 
an insecure bathroom 
window and amongst the 
items taken were;
• Ipad 2 
• Samsung Galaxy   Tablet
• Bevelled wristwatch with 

a faun strap
• Gold wedding ring
• Diamond engagement 

ring (14 crt gold band 

with 3 diamonds that 
align along the finger - 
not across)

• HTC mobile phone
• Gold wristwatch
• Gold coloured next 

wristwatch
• Samsung digital camera.
If you have been offered any 
of the above property or 
you think you may know of 
its whereabouts, please call 
101 and ask for the Newton 
Aycliffe Serious Crime Team 
or the Shildon Neighbour-
hood Police Team.

Police  appeal  after  
burglary

Engineers  work  their  magic  to  
restore  Merlin  

On Friday 7th June, the 
Merlin Locomotive Group’s 
boiler inspector, John 
Caine, finally passed the 
newly restored Peckett 
W6 Special ‘Merlin’ steam 
train. 
The Merlin was bought 
by Sedgefield District 
Council in 1997 to run at 
the Timothy Hackworth 
Museum. 
In 2003 it went for overhaul 
to Butterley in Derbyshire. 
When it came back to the 

Locomotion in Shildon in 
2008 it was dropping to 
bits, therefore it had to be 
totally reassembled.
In 2012 it was moved to 
Shildon Engineering with 
Dale Brunskill and David 
Heaton working non-stop 
and put the whole train 
back together again. 
The two have worked full 
time for the last year. It is 
now restored to its former 
glory and at the end of 
June it will be moved to 

the Derwent Valley Light 
Railway, based at the 
Yorkshire Farming Museum 
near York. 
David Heaton from the 
Merlin Group  said , “I would 
like to give a great big thank 
you to Colin Rogers, joint 
owner of Shildon Engineer-
ing in Hackworth Industrial 
Park for allowing us to use 
their facilities. Without 
their help we would never 
have been able to finish the 
overhaul”.

Colin Rodgers, David Heaton, John Caine and Dale Brunskill with the Merlin engine that 
has now been fully restored.

24-hour  cycle  challenge
The Masonic Hall in Shildon 
have organised a ‘Team 
Sponsored 24 hour Cycle 
Challenge’ on Saturday 
15th June from 9am. 
There will be 14-16 bikes 
with 18 riders planning to 
cycle 960 miles in 24 hours 
inside the Masonic Hall. 
Riders taking part are from 
Gateshead, Darlington, 

Chilton, Bishop Auckland, 
Spennymoor and three lads 
coming all the way from 
Glasgow. 
They will be raising 
money for the following 
good causes: The Helping 
Hands project, CLIC 
Sargent, Together We Can 
project, Kalule Uganda, 
and Education for Street 

Children in Manila. 
Anyone wishing to sponsor 
the event can do so at 
Shaun Humble’s Garage in 
Robson Street. 
And if anyone would like 
to raise money for a good 
cause, just go along to the 
Masonic Hall in Middleton 
Road on Saturday morning 
and ‘get on your bike’.
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YOUR No 1 LOCAL 
REPAIR CENTRE

Specialists in Laundry, Refrigeration, 
Cooking, Dishwashing & Vacuums
Highly qualified Engineers to your door

 FREE OF CHARGE
Tel: 01388 777353 / 01388 778556

A&R ELECTRICS GROUP

Support your 
local paper
by mentioning 
The Town Crier 

when responding 
to Advertisments

Grant  aid
Shildon Town Council’s 
Resources Committee 
recently approved four ap-
plications for grant aid for 
local organisations.
Sunnydale Community 

College art project, 
Waverley Terrace Leek Club 
and the Ecumenical Youth 
Project were each granted 
£50, while Shildon Salvation 
Army was allocated £100.

In the early hours of 
Monday 10th June, a dis-
turbance took place in 
Church Street, Shildon.  
A 20 year-old male from 
Finchale Road, Newton 
Aycliffe, was arrested by 
officers and later charged 
with a public order 
offence. 
The male will appear 
before Newton Aycliffe 
Magistrates’ Court on 26th 

June.
Later that same morning 
a male was reportedly 
glassed by another man 
outside the Red Lion public 
house in Church Street. 
A 20 year-old man from 
Newton Aycliffe was 
arrested a short time later 
near to the scene. 
The male was later given 
police bail until 11th July 
pending further enquiries.

Church  Street  
disturbance

A  Golden  celebration  for  Len  
and  Nora

The mayor of Shildon, 
Peter Quinn was privileged 
to present a lovely bouquet 
of flowers on Saturday 
to Len & Nora Orton who 
were celebrating 50 happy 
married years together.
They were married at 
St. John’s church on 9th 
June 1963, which was also 
Carnival Day.
Len, 73, was born in 
Coundon but moved to 
Leeholme when he was 
three years old. 
Nora, nee Taylor, was born 
in Fylands and moved to 
Southland Gardens when 
she was seven years old.
When she was 10 the 
family moved to Thornhill 
Gardens. She attended 
the Council School and 
Timothy Hackworth. 
They met when Len was 
working on the new houses 
at Drybourne Park, which 
incidentally were for sale, 
new, for £2,080.  Nora and 

her friend were on their 
way to school when Len 
struck up a conversation. 
Len left school and started 
at Shaw Knights at Tindale 
Crescent. 
Eighteen month later he 
worked for Billy Dixon 
Builders, which is now 
Claredon Court houses. 
He then moved on to 
T Manners at Bishop 
Auckland. 
After he married he joined 
Eaton Axles at Newton 
Aycliffe, then Derek Crouch 
at Birtley and finally at 
Wimpey’s before retiring 
in 1994.                                                                                                  
Nora’s first job was at 
Paiges Clothing factory 
for eight years. She later 
worked for Durham County 
Council as a home help for 
over 20 years, retiring in 
2004.
The lovely couple have one 
daughter, Kim and one son, 
David. 

They have four grandchil-
dren - three girls and one 
boy. One lives in Australia.                                                                                                                                      
They married and moved 
into Wharton Street, 
Shildon, then in 1966 
moved to their current 
home in Elmfield Terrace.                                                                                                                                         
In earlier times Len liked 
gardening and messing 
about with cars, whilst 
Nora likes to go shopping.
Over the years she has 
been highly involved in 
Shildon Spiritualist Church 
and was president for 
many years. She was also 
involved with Shildon St. 
John’s Ambulance Brigade. 
She loves her dogs and now 
takes Toby for walks.
To celebrate their 
wonderful occasion they 
held an open house from 
12 noon on Saturday for 
family and friends. They 
did the same for their 
Silver Wedding anniver-
sary.

Len and Nora Orton celebrated their Golden Wedding anniversary with a bouquet of 
flowers from Shildon town mayor, Peter Quinn.

01388 773365
www.alanreedltd.co.uk

Minor dents & scuffs - £90 per panel
Keep cool - Air-conditioning service - £25

Fuel Economy Improved
Full wheel alignment, set the wheels straight / 

parallel, 
reducing drag: check - £10

Adjustments - £15 per half hour

Have your car looking good for Summer
Summer savings: June  July  August

Call to book in. One day repair service

Visit Locomotion, the 
National Railway Museum 
at Shildon on Saturday 22nd 
and Sunday 23rd June for 
Cab It! – your chance to 
access some very special 
vehicles from the collection.
At the Cab It! event, visitors 
will be able to get on the 
footplates of star locomo-
tives in the collection, 
incuding: LMS ‘Black 5’ 

5000, Duchess of Hamilton, 
North Eastern Railway 1, 
and North Eastern Railway 
1621. 
A knowledgeable team of 
museum staff and volunteers 
will be on hand to give 
visitors an insight into the 
life of an engine driver, and 
answer any questions they 
might have about these 
historic vehicles. 

Cab It!  at  Locomotion

Heating & Plumbing

Gas Safe Registered
Combi Boilers- Fires - Cookers
All Gas Work Serviced & Repaired

Phone Paul on
07967 679 998

FIRST  CHOICE  MAINTENANCE

Advertise in 
The Shildon & District
Town Crier

Contact Jeff Ridley on
(01388) 775896 or 0790 999 2731

or email crier@talk21.com
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Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...

1 Norman Terrace
Chilton, DL17 0HF 01388 721284

R A Taylor
RDT. Dip. CDT RCS (Eng)

Clinical Dental Technician
New Dentures

While-you-wait denture repairs
Easy parking - no steps GDC Reg 154105

ERIC’S 
FISH BAR
22 Dean Street, Shildon, 

Tel: 01388 776549

The BUY ONE 
GET ONE FREE 
Cod & Chips offer is on 

EVERY TUESDAY 
and will continue for the 

foreseeable future.

NEW LONGER 
OPENING HOURS

MON 11-2 4-7
TUE 11-8  (All Day)
WED 11-2 4-8
THU 11-2 4-8
FRI All Day
SAT All Day

A. FrAncis
Roofing & Building

From a single slate to a new roof
Guttering & chimney repairs

No job too small

Tel: 01388 833853
Mob: 07811 848228

Established 1987

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10

01388 818286
07914 032280

LICENSED WASTE 
CARRIER

Tigers  relaunch  touch  rugby

Next Monday, between 
7 and 8pm, the Durham 
Tigers will relaunch their 
touch rugby sessions at 
the Millennium Stadium, 
across the road from the 
Sunnydale Leisure Centre, 
Shildon. 
Touch Rugby is a non-con-
tact form of rugby league 
and is open to all ages and 
both genders.  
The difference between 
rugby league and touch 
rugby is that instead of 
opponents tackling each 
other, the opposition is 

required to pass the ball to 
his opponent if his opponent 
touches him. 
The club’s secretary, Phil 
Selby, said “Touch Rugby 
is a great way to get into 
rugby league, or to get fit, 
because it is still a very 
energetic and strenuous 
sport. There is still the 
physicality of running with 
the ball, scoring tries, 
passing and running from 
your opponent, so if you 
would like to get fit or you 
are interested in rugby 
league, but not the idea 

of physical tackling, then 
come along on Monday.”         
If you are interested in the 
Durham Tigers or would like 
more information you can 
either like ‘We Are Durham 
Tigers’ on Facebook or 
just turn up at Sunnydale 
Leisure Centre, Shildon. 
The open age (16+) players 
get together at 6:30pm on 
Tuesday evenings while the 
juniors meet at 10am on 
Saturday mornings.
Touch rugby session will be 
taking place every Monday 
evening from 7pm. 

A beautiful sunny day at 
the Sportsfield saw the 
home side toil in the field 
as visitors Durham City 
piled on the agony reaching 
231 for 7. 
Shildon will be disappoint-
ed with their display as 
Durham should never have 
reached this total, missed 
chances allowing Maiolo to 
score 117 not out.
The Shildon innings never 
got going and the team was 
all out for 101 with only 
skipper Greg Upton (39) 
showing true application. 
Excuses that the side 
was again under strength 
cannot justify another 
poor display. 
At Durham maybe the 
Regatta distracted the 
Shildon batsmen, when 

they were dismissed for 94, 
Dave Coglan top scoring 
with 39. 
In reply, Durham lost three 
wickets to secure victory 
with ease. 
The club is extremely 
grateful to Andrew Walsh, 
whose recent Coast to 
Coast Sponsored Cycle 
Ride has so far raised £500. 
Andrew, who rode in 
memory of his aunt, Susan 
Horan, who died last year, 
completed the ride over 
two days in torrential rain. 
Forthcoming fixtures 
include 1st XI at Philadel-
phia, 2nd team at home 
on Saturday, Under 15s 
at home to Willington 
on Monday and Under 
13s away to Tudhoe on 
Wednesday.     

Cricketers’  struggle  
continues

Shildon  AFC  to  play  Darlington

Shildon AFC have arranged 
their first friendly of the 
pre-season to take place on 
Friday, 12th July at Dean 
Street against Northern 
League champions, 
Darlington 1883. 
The match will kick-off 
at 7.30pm with admission 
prices set at £4 for adults 
and £2 for concessions. 
Under 12s are free with an 
accompanying adult. 
The match is one of several 
friendlies being arranged by 
the club as they return to 
training in readiness for the 
2013-14 league campaign.

Season tickets for the 
new campaign are now on 
sale and will be available 
to purchase at all home 
pre-season friendlies. The 
cost of a season ticket has 
been set at £90 for adults 
and £50 for concessions. 
A spokesperson for the 
club said, “Buying a season 
ticket is a great way to 
support the club as, with 
22 home matches to play, 
it represents a saving of £42 
over the course of the full 
season for adults and £38 for 
concessions.” 
Season tickets are available 

from Jeff Ridley or Gareth 
Howe at pre-season 
friendlies. 
Meanwhile, manager Gary 
Forrest has been busy in 
the transfer market over 
the summer, having already 
signed eight new players, 
including three with league 
winners medals, a new 
goalkeeper, and vastly expe-
rienced striker, Paul Connor 
from Conference North side, 
Gainsborough Trinity.
The new signings indicate 
that the club will be pushing 
for silverware on all fronts in 
the coming season.  

Last weekend, on Friday 
7th June, the birds of 
the Homing Society Club 
were  liberated at 6.30am 
in Clermont, a commune 
in the Oise department in 
Northern France, 403 miles 
from Shildon. The first bird 
arrived home at 11.45am. 

Old  Shildon  Homing  
Society

The results were as follows: 
(1st) Jewkes, Son & Harbron; 
(2nd) Jewkes, Son & 
Harbron; (3rd) Gray Bros; 
(4th) Jewkes, Son & Harbron. 
The club’s results are posted 
on the West Durham Amal-
gamation website at www.
wdapigeons.co.uk.

www.mddlcomputing.com

PC Repairs
County Durham

Friendly & Confidential
Home Computing Service

See our website for more
information or call

07708 930260
email: info@mddlcomputing.com

Price Property

Houses 
Bought 
for Cash

For further details contact
01325 484846

Est 10 years

plastec
ROOFING & ROOFLINE CONTRACTORS 

01388 607075  |  07840 183856

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

NEW ROOFS
LEAD WORKS
CHIMNEY STACKS
TILING & SLATING
REPAIRS

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

FIBREGLASS FLAT ROOFS
POINTING
DRY VERGE
DRY RIDGE
STORM DAMAGE

REPLACEMENT SOFFIT FACIAS & GUTTERING


