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Santa  makes  guest  
appearance  at  Three  Tuns

Santa poses with local children at the Three Tuns Grotto in Shildon.

Santa made a special visit 
to the Three Tuns in Shildon  
after hearing that the pub’s 
customers had donated 
dozens of presents for the 

impressive grotto built by 
landlord, Billy Drennan and 
his helper, Oggy Jary.
The grotto took three weeks 
to build and customers were 

so impressed that they 
donated enough presents 
for Santa to hand out to 
every one of the eighty 
children that went along on 
Monday 17th December.
Some of the children, from 
Class 2 of St John’s Primary 
School, visited Santa earlier 
in the day and all had their 
photo taken with him.
As we aren’t yet 
experiencing the white 
Christmas that Santa is used 
to at home, a snow machine 
was brought in to help him 
and the children feel at 
home. 
Landlord, Billy said, “If 
there is enough interest, 
Santa has told me he might 
be able to come back on 
Saturday 22nd from 4-6pm 
and at the same time again 
on Christmas Eve.
“Special thanks go to Gareth 
Howe for his contribution 
and to Oggy for his help in 
building the grotto.
“If anyone would like to come 
along to see the grotto, they 
can have their photo taken 
with their child.”
For more information about 
Santa’s possible return 
visits, call 01388 772 955.

Staff at The Shildon 
& District Town Crier  
would like to take this 
opportunity to thank our 
readers and contributors 
for making this paper what 
it is and for your continued 
support. Thanks also to 
all of our advertisers, 
without whom it wouldn’t 
be possible to print this 
weekly newspaper.
We would also like to say 
thank you to a few people 
who help bring you your 
paper every week, come 
rain, shine or snow!
Most of  our contributors 
are volunteers  without 
whom, as a Community 
Interest Company, we 
would not be able to run. 
Thank you to Mike Stott, 
who runs the Chapter 

website and to Norman 
Nash and John Brennan, 
two voluntary contributors.
Thanks also to everyone 
at K&M Print and to our 
distributor, Rachel Ridley.
Thank you to our many 
deliverers, who do a 
fantastic job in every 
weather conceivable.
Our biggest appreciation, 
however, is for you, our 
readers, who make this 
paper what it is. Without 
your news and information 
we would not be able to 
fill the paper every week. 
Please keep it coming!
Merry Christmas to you all 
and we look forward to 
seeing you all in 2013!
From Jeff, Les, Steph, 
Sarah & Archie at The 
Crier.

A  big  ‘thank  you’  
from  The  Crier

facebook.com/
shildontowncrier

The Queen’s Head
Auckland Terrace, Shildon  Tel: 07753 244 408

Trevor & Jo would like to wish
all our customers, old and new, a 

very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

Festive Entertainment
Christmas Eve: An evening of traditional 

celebration and entertainment with

John Conlon
7.30pm  Ticket price: £5

New Year’s Eve: The magic voice of

Rocky
7.30pm  Ticket price: £5

Opening Hours
Christmas Eve  12pm - 11.30pm sharp
Christmas Day  11am - 2pm
Christmas Day 7pm - 10pm
Boxing Day 12pm - 11.30pm
New Year’s Eve 12pm - Close
New Year’s Day 12pm - 11.30pm

The Three Tuns
Association Street, Shildon, 01388 772955

Diary of Events
Sat 22nd LIVE: Ashton Haye 9pm
Sun 23rd LIVE: Tanya 9pm 
Boxing Day Domino Handicap 2pm
Thu 27th Senior Citizens Party 2pm
Fri 28th Domino Handicap 8.30pm
Sat 29th LIVE: Billy Wilson 9pm 
Sun 30th LIVE: Stephanie Britton 9pm
New Year’s Day Domino Handicap 2pm

Best Wishes and 
Season’s Greetings 

from Billy, Heather, Wendy 
and all at the Three Tuns

NEW  THIS  YEAR

SANTA’S GROTTO
From Tuesday 18th to Mon 24th, bring the kids

to see Santa’s Grotto and take photos (small 
charity donation).  DEFINITELY worth a visit!

HOLIDAY OPENING HOURS
10am - midnight

Xmas Day: 11am- 3pm & 7pm - midnight
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Christmas Memories

Classifieds
All about local people...               

   Town Crier
  Shildon
 & District

Eileen Baker

In loving memory of a dear 
Sister, Sister-in-Law 

& Auntie

20.12.2011

Elsie, John, Brian & families

A daily thought
A silent tear

A constant wish
That you were here
Gone are the days
We used to share
But in our hearts

You are always there

Ray Clarkson

I cannot stop the hands of 
time, or live again the past

But I shall love and miss you 
Ray, as long as time shall last

Died 31.12.10

Your loving Wife, Gillian
xx

Ray Clarkson

A dear Dad, still loved but 
very sadly missed

Dad, Died 31.12.10

Your loving Son, Patrick

Ray Clarkson

Sunshine passes
And shadows fall

But love and memories
Outlast them all

Dad, Died 31.12.10

All our love,
Vincent & Phyllis

x

Raymond Clarkson

Treasured memories of a 
dearly beloved Brother, 
Brother-in-Law & Uncle

Died 31st December 2010

R.I.P
Loving Sister Ann

Thoughts go back
To happy days

When we were all together
The family chain

Is broken now
But memories live forever

Rhian Alicia Parker
To our little rap star
Always in our hearts 

& thoughts

Love Auntie Haley, Uncle 
Anthony & Cousin Ben

xxxx

Rhian Alicia Parker
It comes but once a year

Yes, its Christmas Day
But our every ‘ickle’ thought
Is yours in every single way

Love ya loads baby,
Aunty Kelly & Uncle Martin

xxxxx

Ian Robinson
Remembering you on this 

special day

Love Mam & Dad Chapman
xxxx

Rhian Alicia Parker
No presents can we give

But hope the Angels above
Give our darling 
Grandaughter

All our love

Nanna & Grandad Chapman
xxxxx

Rhian Alicia Parker
Missing you baby ‘Riri’

Love Uncle Brian, 
Aunty Sarah, Cousin 

Lacy Constance
xxx

Rhian Alicia Parker
Our heart is full of memories

With love we speak 
your name

Though life goes on 
without you

Christmas will never 
be the same

Mammy & Daddy
x

Ian Robinson
Another Christmas 

without you
Another day so blue
We miss you our kid

We’ll have a few for you

Love John, Claire 
& kids

x

Ian Robinson
Happy Birthday our kid

Miss you always

Love John, Claire & kids
x

Ian Robinson

Thinking about you today
As you’ll be special  

All the way

29th December

Love Kelly
xxxxx

Ian Robinson

Thinking of you on your 
Birthday

29th December

Love Mam & Dad Chapman
xxx

Ian Robinson
Another year without you 

on this day, but in our hearts 
you’ll always stay

Love always,
Kelly
xxxxx

Christmas Memories

Constance Hulme
Missing you Grandma

24 years on...

Love Sarah, Lindsey,   
Samantha

xxx

Olive Rewcastle
Thinking about you Mam

Our first Christmas 
without you

Love from all your family
xxx

Grandma ‘Olly’
Love & miss you

From all your 
Grandchildren & 

Great-Grandchildren
xxx

Ann Gibson
Thinking of you Aunty Ann

Now and always

Love Amanda
xxx

George Hope
Always in my thoughts 

Granda

Love Amanda
xxx

Christmas Memories

Janet Adamson

Forever in our hearts
Thinking of you at 

Christmas Ma

Love Colin & family
xxx

Died 22.12.2011

Christmas Memories

Harry Stainthorpe

The rolling stream of life  
rolls on, but still the vacant 
chair recalls the love, the 

voice, the smile of the one 
who once sat there

Died Boxing Day 2009

Love & miss you so much  
Harry, Your loving Wife Lily

xxxxx

Gerladine Henderson

Happy Birthday Ger
Love & miss you so much

20.12.1969

Love Mam, Dad 
& all the family

xxx

Birthday Memories

Joan Pearson

In loving memory of a 
dearly loved & much missed 

Wife & Mother

20.2.2006

Your loving Husband George 
& Sons Richard, Tony & Alan

xxxx

We are lucky to have so 
many happy & treasured 

memories

Birthdays

Grace Plews

To a very special Daughter & 
Sister on her 13th Birthday

Love you lots, Mam, Dad, 
Shannon & Nathan

1st January 2000
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Classifieds
All about local people...               

   Town Crier
  Shildon
 & District

Joe Claydon-Wood

Happy 1st Birthday
Love you loads

From Mammy, Daddy, 
Megan & Abbi

xxxxxxxx

20th December

Joe Lewis 
Claydon-Wood

Happy 1st Birthday to our 
gorgeous little Grandson

20th December

Love you loads,
From Grandma & Granda

xxx

Joe Lewis 
Claydon-Wood

Happy 1st Birthday to my 
special little Nephew

20th December

Love you loads,
From Aunty Kelly

xxx

Cameron Santon

Happy 10th Birthday to a 
special Son & Brother

19th December

Lots of love & kisses,
Mammy, Dale & Ryan

xxx

Natalie Card

Happy 18th Birthday
Christmas Eve

Love Mam, Dad, Matthew, 
Shane & Kyle

xxx

18!

Natalie Card
Happy 18th Birthday

Love Nana, Granda 
& Uncle Kevin

xxx

Grace Plews

Loads of love on your 
13th Birthday

Have a great day!

From Nanna, Granda, Auntie 
Julie, Uncle Jim, Anna & Beth

xx

1st January

Birthdays

Ben Sutherland

Happy 8th Birthday ben

Lots of love
From Mam & Dad

xxxx

27.12.12

Birthdays

Need to contact The Crier 
about a Classified?
T: (01388) 775 896
E: crier@talk21.com

Birthdays

Frankie Samuel Hole

To our beautiful Grandson 
who brings us so much 

happiness

From 
Nanna Marilyn 

& Grandad David
xxxx

24th December
1st Birthday

Frankie Samuel Hole

To our wonderful Son

Love you loads,
From Mam & Dad

xxxx

On his 1st Birthday
24th December

Christmas Wishes

To all friends & neighbours
Happy Christmas and a 

good New Year

From Mavis & Denis Ewbank

Doris Nicholson 
& Jim Box

Would like to wish all their 
friends, family & neighbours 

a very Merry 
Christmas and 
a Happy New 

year

To special neighbours Lynn  
& Tom, Joan & John, Carran 

& Colin, Danny, Glynis & 
Brian, Ann & Terry, 

we really miss you all. 
Have a lovely Christmas 

and God Bless you 

From Vera & Arthur

County Councillor 
Brian Stephens

Would like to wish the 
people of Shildon 
East a very Merry 
Christmas and a 
happy, healthy 

New Year

Congratulations

Sarah Denham
Congratulations for  

receiving your Nursing 
Degree

Love Granda

Sarah Denham
Well done on becoming a 

qualified Nurse

Love Lynn, Brian & family

For Sale

Halogen oven
7 litre as new, never used. £30.

01388 776163

Property

3 Bed House
Ruby Street, Shildon

Unfurnished
£450 per month
www.hallps.com
01325 351212

2 Bed House
Jasmine Avenue, Shildon

Unfurnished
£425 per month
www.hallps.com
01325 351212

Services

MOVING A THING?
From £14. Call Phil.

Phone 01325 321 084 
or 07790 509 925

Man with a Van
From one item to a van load

Ring / text for a quote
07880 795 499

Need  AN  Old  scrAP 
dOMesTIc  APPlIANce 

reMOVING???  cAN'T  wAIT  
fOr  THe cOuNcIl
rING  01325  321 678

Local Light Removals
Cheap rates

07588 027 060

Did yule know?...
“Silent Night”-
arguably the 

most recognisable 
Christmas hymn-was 
written in 1818, by an 

Austrian pastor, Joseph 
Mohr. As Christmas 
Eve came, that year, 

the organ in his church 
was broken, so together 
with his friend, Franz 

Gruber, he wrote 
this new tune for the 

service that night, 
and played it on his 
guitar for his 
congregation.
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47-49 Main 
Street, Shildon

01388 772671

30-31 Bondgate
Darlington
01325 463303

Compliments of the season to 
all our friends and customers

Wishing everyone all 
the very best for 2013

Established since 1898

Shildon Civic Hall
Paul and all his staff, on behalf 

of Shildon Town Council, 
would like to thank everyone 

for their support and wish 
everyone a Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year

Elm road wmc
01388 772650

Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year!

The Management, Officials & Staff would like to say 
a big thank you to everyone for their 
loyal support throughout the year

Kelly’s Cards & Gifts
& Computer Accessories

79 Church Street, Shildon, 01388 772323

Kelly would like to wish 
everyone all the best for 
Christmas and New Year
Thanks for the support and we 
hope to see you in 2013

Clem's Fish Restaurant
Where our Great British Tradition is still kept at its best

All the staff at Clem’s Fish Restaurant would like to wish 
everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

Many thanks for your custom 
over the past 30 years

01388 773400

John, Val & Charlotte fromDunn Barton Int eriors
62 Church Street, Shildon

Wish all their customers a
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

www.dunnbartoninteriors.co.uk
01388 776615

Some years ago I went with The Salvation Army Band to play carols at a Carol 
Service for canal boat users. During the afternoon it had snowed very heavily and 
by the time I was leaving for the venue it was hard to see. I arrived and parked 
my car, then had a substantial walk to the meeting point. It was pitch black, deep 
snow and I had no idea where the canal was!!!! Was I scared?! Well certainly 
apprehensive! So it was a sense of relief and gratitude to finally see the light from 
David’s torch to guide me along the tow path and not into the canal.
Many people today live in dark times, be it war, civil unrest, hunger or poverty and 
many more in a spiritual darkness and I was reminded of some words penned by 
a former General of The Salvation Army, Evangeline Booth, words which I hope 
you will be able to relate to:-

There’s a light in the sky, though the sky be dark:
It’s the light of the Star in the East!
There’s a song in the storm, though the storm be long,
It’s the song that my heart loves the best.
It’s the song that broke over Bethlehem’s hill,
The angels’ song: Peace on Earth, goodwill!
And the song made the whole wide world to thrill,
Lovely song of the Star in the East.

Oh come to Jesus, bring Him your care,
Your sin He’ll pardon, your griefs He’ll share.
He’s so tender, so strong, so true, so kind;
Oh, I love Him by far more than all.

My prayer for all of us is that our lives will be illuminated by the light of 
God’s love and presence this Christmas and the days to come and that we 
will allow ourselves to be guided by His light.

Did yule know?...
If you thought that 

being on Santa’s 
naughty list was the scariest 

thing to happen around 
Christmas, you’ve never 
heard of Krampus Night. 
Krampus is Santa’s evil 

twin whose job is to beat 
and punish all the children 
who have misbehaved. On 
December 6th men dress 
up in some of the scariest 
devil-like costumes you 

can imagine and drunkenly 
run around towns hitting 

people with sticks and 
clanging rusty chains. The 
Krampus legend originates 

in the Germanic alpine 
regions.

A Christmas Message from 
Major Linda Watson - Salvation Army
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NA SH
UNISEX FREELANCE HAIRDRESSER

Janine Pincher
Call today for an appointment

07817 027 768
A big Thank You for your support throughout the year

Merry Christmas and A Happy New year
Many Thanks, Janine x

Ferguson’s Fruit & Veg
Quality Fruit & Vegetables

We wish everyone the Compliments 
of the Season and thank them 

for their support

8 Church Street
Shildon

Hancock And Ainsley
1 Main Street, Shildon, 772280

John, Marie, Julie, Tracy, Angela, Alex, Sharon, 
Gill & Matty would like to wish everyone 

A Merry Christmas, 
A Happy New Year 

And all the best for 2013

The Red Lion
Church Street Shildon

Paul, Stephen and all the 
staff wish the compliments 
of the season to everyone
Best wishes for 2013

a J BowES
13a ST JoHNS road SHIldoN 01388 774356

Sandwiches, buffets, pie & peas suppers specialist

Andrew & Sheila wish all our customers 
a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Having a Party? We will do your baking

Established in Shildon since 1975

Shildon Sports & Social Club

The committee and staff 
at the B.R. would like to 
wish all patrons a very 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

We look forward to seeing all customers, 
old and new, in the New Year.

House To Let

2 Bed Terrace

Freville Street

£360 pcm

Deposit Required

Contact Simon
07884 377 807

Christmas Crackers! Supermarkets have piles of them, boxes of foil 
wrapped tubes with plastic novelties and hats that slip down over your 
eyes. I was standing just checking out the prices, deciding which ones 
to buy when the lady next to me let rip with a string of colourful swear 
words. Disappointed at the boring nature of the cracker contents, she 
was telling her friend exactly what she thought.  

The friend, one hand on a pushchair, leaned forward and said something 
I couldn’t quite catch. In response, expletive lady turned and looked at 
me. Eyeing my clerical collar she blushed and apologised, whilst her 
friend, now wheeling the buggy away, was shaking with laughter.

Yet it seemed to me that, in apologising, she actually missed the 
point of Christmas. God became human, not to watch us pretend 
to be what we are not, but to celebrate exactly who we are. 

Christmas calls us to be wholly human, and that includes when 
we are feeling angry, or fed up, just as much as when we are really 
happy.  In Jesus, God calls a spade a spade, as he grew up, our 
Christmas baby was never a great fan of religious niceties, in fact 
he seemed to prefer a party, something religious people of his 
time were a bit sniffy about.  

For God, Christmas is about connecting with each of us, 
celebrating just who we are, just how we are, and loving us with 
delighted extravagance. So if it was you in the supermarket, I bet 
you gave God a good laugh too, and I hope I didn’t look too sniffy 
either! Do have a great Christmas. 

Did yule know?...
For many Japanese, 

traditional 
Christmas dinner is 

Kentucky Fried Chicken. 
It is so popular and well 

marketed that reservations 
may have to be made to 
eat at a KFC on 

Christmas in Japan.

A Christmas Reflection from
Reverend David Tomlinson - St John’s Church
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High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

DASH
HAIR DESIGN

Julia, Kimberley, Shauny & Lamara    
would like to wish everyone A Merry 

Christmas and A Happy New Year
Thank You for your support over the year

44 Church Street, Shildon
01388 773025

Church Street Post Office
Shildon

Louise & staff would like to wish all their customers
A Merry Christmas & A Happy New Year

For that last minute gift, don’t forget our one4all gift vouchers
Banking facilities now available

Thanks for your support throughout 2012

T A N N E D  U P
PROFESSIONAL TANNING SALON

71 CHURCH STREET, SHILDON, TEL: 01388 774183

Happy Christmas from Chris, Louise, 
Kimbo & SP at TANNED UP

Pop in for a gift card for a loved one for 
Christmas or just for a general gift

10% Off 60 Mins (only with this voucher)

K & E TaXIS
01388 772117

Keith would like to wish all his customers 
a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

Thanks for your support 
throughout the year

Did yule know?...
One in ten 
Christmas 

presents will be 
broken by the 

New Year! 

There are two 
towns in the 

United States with 
the name of Santa 

Claus but only 
one named North 

Pole.  They are 
located in Geor-
gia, Indiana and 
Alaska, respec-

tively. 

Brian’s Pet & Equestrian Supplies
We wish everyone a 

Happy Christmas and a 
Prosperous New 

Year from all!
27 - 29 Church Street, Shildon Tel: 

776033

A Christmas Message from 
The Mayor of Shildon, Councillor Brian Stoker

Alan Pearson
Joiner & General DIY

Tel Alan: 776250Tel Tony: 776156

We would just like to thank all our clients over 

the last 15 months for their custom & wish you 

all a very Merry Christmas & Happy New Year

Tony Pearson
Gardening & Painting

FUDGE HAIR DESIGN
& Oriental Delight

Kelly, Laura, Sarah, Samantha, Rebecca, 
Jodie & Mon wish everyone a Merry 
Christmas And a Happy New Year

Thanks for your support

67 Church Street, Shildon

Here we go again.  Another Christmas fast approaches and in this, 
my second term of office as Town Mayor, it is a privilege to send a 
Christmas message to all the Town Crier readers, home or abroad, 
and also to the Town Crier staff who keep us informed of what is 
happening in Shildon all year round.

My thanks go to the Town Council staff who assist me throughout the 
year, helping me to fulfil my duties and raise money for charity. My 
charities this year are the local CATS theatrical group and the Help for 
Heroes fund.  My thanks go to everyone who has contributed to my 
fund in one way or another.

Our thoughts and best wishes go to our gallant Armed Forces 
personnel at home or abroad and to their families and friends 
who will be without their presence this Christmas because they are 
doing their duty many miles away from home. 

Sarah and myself wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a happy 
and prosperous New Year.
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R.J.A. CONSTRUCTION
OF HEIGHINGTON VILLAGE

DRIVES & PATIOS TRANSFORMED
We specialise in;

BLOCK PAVING - FLAGGING
FENCING - WALLS

DRIVEWAYS REPAIRED
All Building Work Undertaken
FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION PLEASE RING

Tel: 01325 312675
Mob: 07957 612466

30 Years Experience

Davisons D.I.Y. & Hardware
6 Church Street, Shildon, 01388 772116

The little shop that’s got the lot - well almost!
At competitive prices too!

Gill would like to wish all her customers, old and 
new, a very Merry Christmas and a Prosperous 

New Year and hopes to see you all in 2013. 
Oh! And by the way, I am not closing down!

You can now find me on Facebook. 
Why not send me a message?

Sweet Greetings
4 Church Street, Shildon

Lyn, Karen & Glen wish all their 
customers, old and new, all the very 

best for Christmas and New year

We have a 
selection of Me 

to You gifts

Call in today for the best 
selection of Greetings Cards, 

Gifts & Sweets
New party wear range, 
including new budget 
greetings card range

now available, Candy Floss - Sweet 
Carts - Candy Buffets & Popcorn 

carts to hire for all occasions

SHIldoN TaXIS lTd

01388 778877
Ken and his staff would like to thank 
all his customers, old and new, for 

their loyal support over the year

A Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year to Everyone

Hope to see you all in 2013

CHEAPSIDE  CHEMIST
Shildon, 01388 777734

Merry Christmas from Pharmacists 
Angela, Keith & Paul and staff Una, Angela, 
Karen, Joyce, Sharon, Kathryne & Michelle

Please make your 
appointment now for our 

‘Stop Smoking’ Clinic, 

A 15” gauge model of 
Stockton & Darlington 
Railway’s “Locomotion” 
is now on display at 
Locomotion: The National 
Railway Museum at Shildon.
The model, which was 
acquired by the National 

Railway Museum earlier 
this year, previously stood 
for many years in The 
Iron Horse pub in Newton 
Aycliffe. But it has a much 
longer history!
The largest ever known 
working model of 

“Locomotion”, it is believed 
to have been made at 
either Shildon or Darlington 
railway works in 1875 by 
apprentices for the 50th 
Anniversary celebrations of 
the Stockton & Darlington 
Railway’s opening.
It has clearly been made 
by someone with close 
knowledge of the real 
thing, and is understood to 
have once been capable of 
running under steam.
“The museum is still 
researching the model’s full 
history – if anyone knows 
any more about it, please 
get in touch via email at 
locomotion@nrm.org.uk,” 
said a spokesperson.

Did yule know?...
Norwegian legend 

says that on 
Christmas Eve witches and 

evil spirits come out looking 
for brooms to ride on (a 

bad omen). To thwart the 
witches, all brooms in the 
house are hidden 

and men go outside 
and fire a shotgun to scare 

the bad spirits away.

The model has been displayed in the Iron Horse pub in Newton Aycliffe for many years.

Original  Locomotion  on  display

Residents are being asked 
to check for changes 
to refuse and recycling 
collections over Christmas.
Bins will be emptied as 
normal up to and including 
Friday, 21st December, 
with the following changes, 
in the table below, over 
Christmas and New Year:
Normal collections will 
resume on Tuesday 8th 

January.
Residents should check 
their collection calendars 
for details of all collection 
dates or go online at www.
durham.gov.uk and enter 
their postcode in the ‘My 
Durham’ section.
Details of collections over 
the festive period are also 
available at www.durham.
gov.uk/holidaybins.

Festive  bin  
collection  dates

Normal Revised collection Revised collection
collection day day after Christmas day after New Year
Tuesday Thu, 27 Dec Wed, 2 Jan
Wednesday Fri, 28 Dec Thu, 3 Jan
Thursday Sat, 29 Dec Fri, 4 Jan
Friday Mon, 31 Dec Sat, 5 Jan

A blood drive will be taking 
place at Shildon Methodist 
Church on Monday 31st 
December, between 
10am and 12 noon, and 

again between 12.45pm 
and 2.45pm. For more 
information or to book an 
appointment, call 0300 123 
23 23.

Blood  drive

Elm road wmc
Shildon - 01388 772650
New Year’s Eve Party Night
The Northern Boyz show

Musical tributes to 
Elvis, 60s, 70s, 80s & more

Monday 31st December
Admission £5. Tickets on sale behind 

the bar or pay on the door.
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J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

Gas Safe Registered
For All Boiler 
Installations

Services &
Repairs

Free Quote

Tel: 07826527952
01388 720009

Thanks for your support 
throughout the year. See you all in 2013!

Merry Christmas and A Happy New 
Year from Les, Emma, Lucy, 

Claire & Tasha

26 Church Street - 07810 755 948
K’s  Diner

A & R Electrics
The Home Appliance Specialist

Floorcare Dealers

Richard and staff would like to 
wish all of our customers a 

Merry Christmas 2012!

XprESS STorES
3 Cheapside, Shildon, County Durham, 01388 772191

Kellie & staff would like to thank 
all their customers for their 
continuing support & custom. 

Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year for 2012

For any Newspaper / Magazine 
deliveries Please Call 772191

Did yule know?...
THERE are 
13 Santas 

in Iceland, each 
leaving a gift for 
children. They 

come down from 
the mountain 
one by one, 

starting on De-
cember 12 and 
have names like 

Spoon Licker, 
Door Sniffer and 
Meat Hook.

Betty Carr meeting the Prince of Wales in St James’ Palace.

Shildon  volunteer  is  royally  
awarded

The former Chair of 
Shildon’s Community 
Safety Group, Betty Carr, 
has been awarded the 
Queen’s Diamond  Jubilee 
Volunteer Award. 
Betty travelled town to St 
James’ Palace in London 

on 29th November, where 
a buffet reception was 
held for those receiving 
the awards. There she met 
Prince Charles, who, Betty 
said, was very interested 
in the work that the 
volunteers were doing in 

the community, both with 
the young and with more 
elderly residents.
Betty was one of just sixty 
people to receive this 
prestigious award, and 
one of just three from the 
North East. 

Premier Express 
Convenience Store

22 Main Street, Shildon
All the staff would like to wish old and new 

customers a Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year.

Open Christmas Day: 10am to 10.30pm

Whats on at the 
New King William

Friday 21st December - Mason Roy - 9pm
Sunday 23rd December - Karaoke - 1pm

Xmas Eve - Free Jukebox, Bingo 1.30pm & Manic Monday
Xmas Day - Open 11 till 4pm

Boxing Day - Elise - 3pm
Thursday 27th December - Bingo - 1.30pm

Friday 28th December - Chantelle Marie - 9pm
Sunday 30th December - Karaoke - 1pm
New Year’s Eve - Kris Howe - from 8pm

New Year’s Day - Leigh Tame - 3pm

Giles & his team wish you all a very Merry 
Christmas & a fabulous New Year

ALL SKY SPORTS NOW BEING SHOWN!

Oasis Dental Care on St 
John’s Road, Shildon, is still 
collecting items of food for 
Durham Foodbank, which 
provides emergency food 
for County Durham people 
in crisis. 
Donations can now also be 
left at Glance Hairdressers 
in Church Street, Hancock 
& Ainsley’s Chemist on 
Main Street and Hackett & 
Baines on Main Street. 
The food the organisation 
accepts includes;
• Sugar  
• Coffee/tea/fruit juice
• Sponge pudding
• UHT milk
• Biscuits
• Chocolate
• Jam

• Pasta/ pasta Sauces
• Rice
• Tinned veg/fruit
• Tinned meat/fish
• Instant mash
• Cereal
• Soup
At this time of year, the 
Durham Foodbank also 
distributes extra items 
alongside the normal food 
parcels, such as mince 
pies, Christmas puddings, 
Christmas cake, chocolate 
bars, snacks and nibbles 
(such as peanuts) and 
selection boxes for children.
To find out more about the 
Durham Food Bank and to 
see the full list of what can 
be donated, visit durham-
foodbank.org.uk.

Still  time  to  make  
food  bank  donation
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Byerley Road Pre-School 
in Shildon held its annual 
Nativity Concert on 
Tuesday 18th December.
This year the concert 
was held in St John’s 
Church, where the fifty 

children played to parents, 
grandparents and friends.
The concert proved to be a 
huge success and donations 
were made towards 
the church’s Christmas 
charities. 

A spokesperson for the 
nursery said, “We would 
like to say a big thank you 
to all the children and to 
everyone who turned up 
on the day to show their 
support.”

Pre-Schoolers  perform  Nativity  
Concert

The children looked fantastic in their Nativity costumes. 

Fairy and Angels
Fashion & Accessories

Women’s and Kids Clothing up to size 30
8 Church Street, Shildon

Would like to thank all our customers for their support in 
the past 3 months and wish everyone a Merry Christmas 

and a prosperous New Year. See you all in 2013!

The Timothy Hackworth
The Timothy Hackworth would like to wish   

everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

New Year’s Eve - Back Again This Year
THE FABULOUS ‘NEIL GIBSON’

Free Entry
Free Pool, Juke Box, 

All draft beers, lagers & ciders - £2 pint up to 8pm Monday - Thursday

Shortly after 5pm on 
Tuesday 18th December, 
whilst walking in Redworth 
Road, a 68 year-old 
woman was the victim of 
a handbag snatch. 
A black leather shoulder 
bag and its contents were 
taken during the incident.
The male suspect made 
off into Scott Street in the 
direction of South Street.

The man was described as 
being white, around 5’7” 
tall, in his 20s and wearing 
a black hooded top (with 
the hood up) and dark 
trousers.
Anyone with information 
is urged to contact Shildon 
police as soon as possible 
on the non-emergency 
number, 101 or on 0345 60 
60 365.  

Handbag  snatched  
on  Redworth  Road

Staff would like to wish all past, 
present and future clients 
A Merry Christmas and a 
Prosperous New Year

40 Church Street, Shildon, DL4 1DX, 01388 776000

Alan Fryatt & Co
43-45 Church Street

Alan Fryatt & Co would like to wish their 
clients a very Merry Christmas 

& a Prosperous New Year
Thanks for your continued support

01388 773535

Lisa’s
Mobile Hairdressing

I would like to say a big thank you to all my 
clients for their custom throughout 

the year and wish you all a 
Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

Gary Steven Shiel, of 
Kilburn Street, Shildon, 
pleaded guilty to making 
off without payment 
of a £14 taxi fare on 
1st December when he 
appeared at Newton 
Aycliffe Magistrates’ 
Court.
Earlier that day, the 24 
year-old had been beaten 
up and had to attend 
hospital in Darlington 
to be treated for facial 
injuries. 

Taxi  fare  dodger 
told  to  pay  costs

Upon release he had 
telephoned for a taxi to 
take him back to Shildon 
and a fare had been 
agreed. However, on 
arriving near his home, 
he told the driver that he 
needed to go inside to get 
the money to pay the fare 
but he made off.
Shiel was ordered to 
pay costs of £50, £14 
compensation, £20 victim 
support surcharge and a 
£73 fine.

Report  
requested
Darren Arthur Willis 
pleaded guilty to a charge 
of possession of a quantity 
of amphetamine, in 
Shildon, on 5th December 
and he will return before 
the court at Newton 
Aycliffe on 27th December.
The District Judge 
expressed concern at the 
number of convictions 
for drug offences by the 
defendant over the past 
year and requested the 
Probation Service to 
prepare a report on Willis.
The 37 year-old, of Pearl 
Street, Shildon, was said 
to have had a long-stand-
ing difficulty with heroin, 
his former dependence 
which had led him to a 
now dwindling problem 
with amphetamines.    

Readers should please  
note that this is the fi-
nal Crier of the year.
The first Crier of 2013 
will be  the week end-
ing   Saturday 5th Janu-
ary and should be ap-
pearing in homes from 
Friday 4th January.
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DOUGLAS ELECTRICAL & Aerial SERVICES
Tel: 01388 774154 Mob: 0777 844 9812
FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL AND T.V AERIAL NEEDS

LOCAL - RELIABLE - REASONABLE - FREE  ESTIMATES

Lewis would like to thank all his 
customers for their support over many 

years and wish them a Happy Christmas 
and a healthy and prosperous New Year

Shildon Town Credit Union
Christmas Greetings to all our 

Shareholders from the Chairman & Directors
Our Main Office at the Methodist Church Hall 
will be closed from Sunday 16th December, 

2012, until Sunday 6th January 2013
New members will be made welcome

Cafe LiMone
3 Main Street, Shildon

01388 773541
“New Year’s Eve” - £37.50 pp

Book now to avoid disappointment
Limited spaces left - 4 courses

Xmas Menu also available 
£19.95 - 3 courses

Did yule know?...
ROBINS on 
cards were a 

joke 150 years ago 
when postmen wore 
red tunics and were 
named after them.

MANY theologians 
estimate that Je-

sus wasn’t born on 
December 25 but 

sometime in Septem-
ber between 6BC and 

30AD.

Reduce, reuse and recycle 
for an eco-friendly 
Christmas 2012.
Durham County Council 
is offering residents the 
following tips and advice 
on how to go green this 
festive season.
• When Christmas is over, 
take your real tree to 
one of the council’s 15 
household waste recycling 
centres, where it will be 
turned into compost.
• You can also arrange for 
the council to collect your 
tree by calling 03000 26 
1000 before Monday 7th 
January.
• Send e-cards and 
recycled cards to save 
paper. And remember 
to recycle your cards by 
taking them to your local 
supermarket, putting 
them in your recycling bin 
or even by turning them 
into tags for your gifts 
next year.
• Consider buying 
presents that don’t come 

with a lot of packaging 
such as theatre and 
cinema tickets or gift 
experiences. www.recy-
cledproducts.org.uk also 
has a wide range of ideas 
for recycled gifts.
• Make use of any 
unwanted gifts by 
swapping or donating 
them to charity shops, 
children’s centres or 
hospices.
• During the festive 
period, we produce about 
30 per cent more waste 
than during the year, 
with glass bottles, drinks 
cans, wrapping paper and 
biscuit and sweet tins, so 
it’s all the more important 
to recycle.
• Avoid disposable table 
cloths, plates, cups and 
cutlery if you’re having a 
party.
• Remember to take your 
own bags when you go 
Christmas shopping and 
say no to unwanted carrier 
bags as you’ll probably 

end up throwing them 
away.
Victoria Burrell, Durham 
County Council’s waste 
strategy team manager, 
said, “We produce a sig-
nificantly larger amount 
of waste over the 
Christmas period than 
at any other time of the 
year, with more than one 
billion cards being sent 
in the UK, six million 
Christmas trees bought 
and more than 80,000 
tonnes of old clothes 
thrown away.
“It is, therefore, 
particularly important 
that we make an extra 
effort to dispose of 
our waste responsibly, 
recycling as much as is 
possible.”
To find out more about 
recycling in County 
Durham visit www.
durham.gov.uk/recycling 
or contact the council’s 
waste management team 
on 03000 26 1000.

Go  green  this  festive  season

DriviNg LESSoNS

Friendly,  patient and professional 
tuition.

Learn to drive in one week or take 
your time with weekly lessons

Tel: (01388) 772545
or 0796 705 1643

www.121driving.net

Shildon Taxis
01388  778877
Christmas Day 

Bookings
Now Being 

Taken

THE DENTAL PEOPLE

OASIS
Limetree House 
Dental Practice, 
St John’s Road, 

Shildon, DL4 1LU
01388 772678

Everyone at the practice would like to wish 
everyone the compliments of the season!

We are open as normal and available for all emergencies
Saturday appointments now available

For information on implants, invisalign & other 
cosmetic & NHS treatments, please phone the 

above number where staff will be happy to help

GARNETTS
International Coaches

Wish all their clients 
The compliments of the season
Booking offices in Ferryhill, Shildon, 

Bishop Auckland and Tindale Crescent

For more information ring 01388 604419

Church Services

Christmas Carol Service
Shildon Methodist Church, 6pm

United Family Celebration
St John’s Church, 4pm

Christmas Carol Service
St John’s Church, 11pm

Christmas Mass
St Thomas’ Church, 5.30pm

Christmas Day
Family Celebration of Christmas

Shildon Methodist Church, 10am

Cristmas Day Service
St John’s Church, 9.30am

Cristmas Day Service
Shildon Salvation Army, 10am

Christmas Eve

Sunday 23rd
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Main Street News
99 Main Street, Shildon, 01388 778252

Suneeta & staff would like to thank all their 
customers for their support during 2012

Compliments of the season to everyone
We hope to see you all in 2013!

Why not have your papers & magazines 
delivered? Ring 778252

SHILDON POST OFFICE & STORES
36 Redworth Road, Shildon, DL4 2jj

01388 772034

Sab, Sam & staff wish the compliments 
of the season to all their customers

Thanks for your support over 
the last 3 years

Whistle Stop Cafe & Bistro
22 Redworth Road, Shildon

01388 772626
Jay, Danielle, Lisa, Sam & Scott 

wish all our customers a very Merry 
Christmas and a Prosperous New 

Year. Thanks for your support since 
we opened 6 months ago.

MERRY 
CHRISTMAS
FROM US ALL...

63 Church Street, Shildon

01388 777000
haystravel.co.uk

Did yule know?...
THE first 
Christ-

mas celebrated 
in Britain is 

thought to have 
been in York in 
521AD.

Dial-A-Cab
776969

Jason, Karen & staff would like to wish everyone a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

Working all through the Christmas Holidays 
including Christmas Day & New Year’s Day

Now Available 4 to 16 Seaters

New Shildon 
Residents’ Association
Would like to wish everyone

SEASON’S  GREETINGS
Our meetings are held at The Salvation Army 
on the 2nd Thursday of each month at 6.30pm

Affordable 
Appliance Repairs

Washing Machines
Tumble Driers
Electric Cookers

Dishwashers
Vacuum Cleaners

Free local call out
Call Nev on Daytime: 

07823 332 535
Evenings: 01388 722 369

A Darlington man stands 
accused of having stolen 
almost half a million pounds 
in a number of frauds over 
a year-long period between 
2009 and 2010.
Lee Philip Hammond, 29, of 
Faversham Park, Faverdale 
has been charged with 
stealing £411,305.60 from 
Sedgefield and Shildon 
Development Agency, 
based in Newton Aycliffe, 
between October 7th 2009 
and July 20th 2010.
He is further charged with 
having stolen £73,437.10 
from South Durham 
Enterprise Agency in 
Bishop Auckland between 
July 6th 2010 and July 29th 
2010.
Additionally, he is charged 
with further counts of 
fraud between June 1st 
and August 31st 2009 in 
Darlington; June 1st and 

June 30th 2009 in Shildon; 
and between October 1st 
2009 and 31st January 2010  
in Newton Aycliffe.
He is due to face the 
charges at Durham Crown 
Court on January 14th.
In addition, at Newton 
Aycliffe Magistrates’ Court, 
a series of new charges 
were heard. 
Hammond has been 
accused of stealing 
£1,957.91 from Town and 
City, Darlington, between 
July 15th and September 
1st this year, and 
attempting to steal £3,750 
from the same company 
between September 23rd 
and October 2nd and a 
further two charges of 
fraud. 
The accused has been 
committed to crown court 
on January 23rd.  No pleas 
were entered. 

Trial  for  theft  of  
almost  half  a  million

Busy Bees Domino Card 
for a hamper and a bottle 
of sherry was won by 

Margaret Thirkell.  
The winning number was 
number five.   

Busy  Bees  winner

Offences  committed  ‘under  
stress’
Alan Eyre, of High Street, 
Eldon Lane, pleaded guilty 
to a charge of making off 
without payment when 
he appeared at Newton 
Aycliffe Magistrates’ Court 
recently.
On 29th November, the 
54 year-old had used 
tape to partly disguise his 
registration plate before 
filling his vehicle with £69.14 

worth of diesel fuel at a 
petrol station in Bradbury 
before driving off without 
paying.
Eyre had since apologised to 
the filling station’s manager 
and paid for the fuel.
The court heard that the 
defendant had received a 
community order from the 
Crown Court in 2010 for six 
similar offences and had 

been under stress at the 
time the offences. 
The District Judge stated 
that “some worrying things 
are going on in his life at 
the moment” and imposed 
a six months community 
order, with supervision, in 
order to give the defendant 
help and support, as well 
as ordering him to pay £40 
towards court costs.

Two Sunderland men 
were before the District 
Judge at Newton Aycliffe 
Magistrates’ Court 
recently to face a charge 

Alcohol  thefts

of shop theft, in Shildon, 
on 10th August.
Daren Hepworth, aged 37 
and Sean Church, aged 
48, pleaded guilty to 

stealing four bottles of 
Champagne, four bottles 
of Southern Comfort 
and four bottles of Jack 
Daniels, valued at £288, 
from the Coop Store.
Church, who was in 
breach of a conditional 
discharge and has other 
outstanding matters with 
the court, is awaiting trial 
in Sunderland in January 
2013. 
Hepworth, who was 
described as a prolific 
offender, had been 
released from custody 
in November, was said 
to commit the offences 
in order to fund a heroin 
habit and is currently 
voluntarily attending a 
day rehabilitation unit. A 
sentence of a six months 
community order with 
supervision and a £144 
compensation charge 
was imposed, to be 
consolidated with other 
fines.

Thermals & Vests MCC present,

THE BROTHEL CREEPERS
Boxing Night, Wed 26th from 7pm

Classic & Modern Rock
£4.00 cover charge

Elm Road Club, Shildon
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DAVE’S  TAXIS
     776622
Wishes all his customers

The Compliments of the Season!
Thanks for your support during the year

13 Years Trading

Margot’s
Unisex Hairdressers

Church Street, Shildon: 01388 772257, Open Mon - Sat

Ann, Peter, Becky, Rachelle, Clare & 
Chantelle wish all their customers, past, 
present & future A Happy Christmas and 

A Prosperous New Year

Thanks to everyone for 
your support with our 

charity work

Smith Roddam Solicitors

18 Church Street, Shildon, Co. Durham, DL4 1NB

Neil Thompson and all the staff at Smith 
Roddam Solicitors and The Darlington 

Building Society, 18 Church Street, would 
like to thank all of their clients and 

customers, past, present and future, a 
Merry Christmas and a prosperous New Year

Did yule know?...
IN the 

Czech Re-
public they enjoy 

dinners of fish 
soup, eggs and 
carp. The num-
ber of people at 

the table must be 
even, or the one 

without a partner 
will die next year.

CHRISTMAS 
pudding was 

originally a soup 
made with raisins 

and wine.

A new, short exhibition 
about Cape Government 
Railways Locomotive No. 
993 opens at Locomotion: 
The National Railway 
Museum at Shildon on 
Monday 7th January.
Devised in conjunction with 
the locomotive’s previous 
owner, artist and conserva-
tionist David Shepherd, the 
exhibition gives visitors the 
chance to learn more about 
this unusual vehicle.
This wood-burning 4-8-0 
locomotive was built in 
1896 by Sharp Stewart 
for the Cape Government 
Railway, and operated 
initially throughout the 
Transvaal, Cape Colony 
and the colony of Natal in 
South-Eastern Africa. 
From 1915 to the 1960s, 
the locomotive saw 

regular work in Namibia, 
before being retired to 
shunt passenger stock in 
Braamfontein Yard, South 
Africa. Then in the late 
1960s, the locomotive 
was sold to the Zambesi 
Sawmills, who used it as a 
forest shunter until 1973.
In 1974, renowned wildlife 
artist and conservationist 
David Shepherd donated 
a helicopter to Zambia to 
help the local population 
hunt for poachers. In 
return, the President of 
Zambia Dr Kenneth Kaunda 
donated the locomotive to 
David Shepherd.
Mr Shepherd brought 
the locomotive back to 
the UK  in 1975, and the 
vehicle was displayed at 
Whipsnade Zoo, then East 
Somerset Railway, and 

then the British Empire and 
Commonwealth Museum, 
before being transferred 
to the National Railway 
Museum.
BBC Television and Mr 
Shepherd worked together 
to create ‘Last Train to 
Mulobezi’, a documentary 
film about the Zambezi 
Sawmills railway and No. 
993’s journey from Zambia 
to Africa. 
There will be a free 
screening of this film at 
Locomotion on Saturday 
12th January. It’s free 
to attend the screening, 
which will start at 2.30pm 
in the Education Room.
The display about Cape 
Government Railways No. 
993 will remain on show 
in the Collection Building 
until Friday 15th February.

Artist and conservationist David Shepherd photographed alongside locomotive No. 
993 on a visit to Locomotion: The National Railway Museum at Shildon in July 2012.

Cape  Government  Railways  
exhibition

Ashby and
Atkinson

Merry Christmas 
from all the team at

We are increasing our capacity 
and are now accepting new NHS patients

23-27 Main Street, Shildon, 01388 775104

THE MOTOR SHOP
Est 1979, 2 Cheapside, Shildon

Tel: 01388 773654

Malcolm would like to wish all his 
customers a Merry Christmas 

& a Happy New Year
Open Mon-Fri 8.30am - 5.00pm - Sat 8.30am - 2.00pm

Sun 9.30am - noon inc Bank Holidays
www.themotorshop.co.uk

The Shildon & District 
Countryside Movement

Thank everyone for 
their support in all 
our activities over the 
year and wish you all a very 
Merry Christmas and the best 
of everything in the New Year

All the very best for the Festive Season & the New year

Locomotion: The National 
Railway Museum at Shildon 
is hosting a Year End Toy 
Fair on Saturday 29th 
December, organised in 
association with model 
retailers Pennine Models 
and Tri-angman.
There will be a whole 
host of trade stands at 
the event, offering a wide 

range of railway modelling 
essentials. In addition, 
there will be diecast items 
and collectables on sale. 
“Many products will be 
offered at prices not to be 
missed – it’s the perfect 
place to spend your 
Christmas money!” said 
a spokesperson for the 
museum.

End  of  year  toy  
fair
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ARE YOU LOOKING 
FOR A QUICK SALE?
WANTED 2-3-4 Bed Houses 
to buy or sell & rent back in 

Shildon & Surrounding Areas
TO LET

1-2-3 Bed Houses, 
Shildon & Surrounding Areas

Call Stuart on

07961 779 704 

JOHN’S  HAIRDRESSING
52 Church Street, Shildon

John would like to wish 
everyone the compliments 

of the season
Have a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year

Thanks for your support over the last 18 years

M & M Chemists
14 Church Street, Shildon

All the staff wish everybody 
A Merry Christmas & A Happy New Year

Our ‘Stop Smoking’ Clinic is open 
Monday to Friday 8.30am - 5.30pm

We can carry out ‘Medicines Use Review’ for you
We offer a collection & delivery service

Our branch at Bishop Auckland is open over the Bank Holiday 
9am - 1pm daily & Christmas Day 12 noon - 1pm

ALISON DYSON
PROPERTY SERVICES

97-99 Church 
Street, Shildon

01388 773355
01388 778185

Alison & staff wish all their customers 
the compliments of the season

Have a Merry Christmas and 
a Prosperous New Year

PM Motorbikes ltd
83 Church Street, Shildon

01388 777500

We would like to thank all of our 
customers over the last 10 years

Merry Christmas and 
A Happy New Year to Everyone

Did yule know?...
IN Greece, 
Italy, Spain 

and Germany, 
workers get a 

Christmas bonus 
of one month’s 
salary by law.

A white Christmas 
is officially 

defined by a single 
snowflake falling 

at any point 
throughout the 24 

hours of Christmas 
day.

J.P. PoTTLE
Plumbing and Heating

Central Heating Installations
 and Repairs

gas Servicing and repairs
All aspects of plumbing work 

undertaken
No job too small.

20 Years Experience
Time served

FREE ESTIMATES  
Gas Safe Registered.

Heating Grants for OAPs

Tel: 07974 177242  
or  01388 607233

Overnight between Sunday 
16th and Monday 17th 
December, a number 
of motor vehicles were 
damaged whilst parked 
in Byerley Road, Garbutt 
Street and Central Parade. 
On each occasion the wing 
mirror adjacent to the 

carriageway was damaged 
and it is believed that a 
vehicle may have been 
used by those responsible.
Anyone with information 
relating to the incidents 
is urged to contact police 
on the non-emergency 
number 101.   

Vehicles  damaged

Enhance 
25 Church Street, Shildon, 01388 778558

Linda, Natalie, Lynsey, Beth, Rebecca, Charlie & our 
Beauty Therapist Fiona, would like to thank all their 

clients for their loyalty over the year. Wishing you all a 
Merry Christmas & A Happy New New
We look forward togiving you a 

“Total Restyle in 2013”
Open Tuesday - Saturday

THE BAY HORSE
middridge - 01325 312653

Mandy, John & staff would like to wish all their 
customers, past and present, the compliments 
of the season and a very prosperous New Year
Looking forward to seeing you all in 2013

AT TAXIS
Seasons Greetings

To all our customers
Thanks for your custom

We hope to see you in the New Year
From everyone at AT Taxis

01388 777369

Old  Shildon  WMC
01388 772173

Officials & Committee would like to thank Michael & all 
the staff and Members, old & new, for their loyal support. 

Season’s Greetings to everyone and special thanks to 
everyone who has helped us out over the past year.

Boxing Night Spectacular - Brilliant Boy Band

ENVY
Take That, Westlife & many more + Disco

Entry £5 - tickets available, late bar
New Year’s Day Entertainment in the Bar with HODGE & Karaoke

Function rooms available for hire. Main Hall fully redecorated.

D-A TAXIS
4 - 8 - 12 - 16  SEATERS

TEL:  01388 777262
WE ARE OPEN ALL OVER CHRISTMAS 

INCLUDING CHRISTMAS DAY
BOOK EARLY TO AVOID 

DISAPPOINTMENT 
OVER THE HOLIDAYS

Outline planning 
permission has been 
granted for a proposal 
to build 800 homes on 
land between Shildon and 
Bishop Auckland. 
Durham County Council’s 
planning committee 
approved the proposal 
to build 500 homes at 
Auckland Park and a 
further 300 homes at 
Auckland Way, although 
a 279-signature petition 
and 91 letters of objection 
were also received, as 
well as concerns raised by 
some councillors on the 
committee.
Some of the principal 
objections included 

concerns over traffic 
congestion, loss of rural 
amenities and building 
homes on greenfield rather 
than brownfield sites. 
Councillor Dorothy Burn, a 
member of the commitee 
and a councillor for the 
area, highlighted the 
concerns at the meeting, 
saying, “It is time we 
encouraged people to 
build on [brownfield] 
sites instead of having 
huge fields taken up with 
houses.”
Cllr George Richardson was 
concerned that a nearby 
travellers site may cause 
problems for people living 
in nearby homes.

Cllr Grenville Holland 
said, “With these two 
applications and other 
houses nearby we have in 
effect a village in its own 
right.  This surely needs 
adequate facilities and I 
am not confident this has 
been looked into.”
The Auckland Park proposal 
includes a building for 
community and commercial 
use while the Auckland 
Way application includes a 
public open space. 
Cllr Dennis Southwell 
was positive about the 
application, saying, “It 
is nice to see there is 
affordable housing and I 
think it will create jobs.”

Planning  committee  gives  
go-ahead  for  800  homes
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Tel: 01388 774154
Mob: 0777 844 9812

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL &
T.V AERIAL NEEDS. LOCAL - 

RELIABLE and  REASONABLE
FREE  ESTIMATES

DOUGLAS
ELECTRICAL 
& TV AERIAL 

SERVICES

GODFREY’S
THE  BUTCHERS

All our staff at Godfrey’s 
wish our customers the 

Compliments of the Season
10 Church Street, Shildon, 01388 772884

SIMPSONS
24 Church Street, Shildon

Ken & Adam wish everyone 
a Merry Christmas and a 

Prosperous New Year
Tel: 01388 777709

60 Years in Business
National Shoe Repair Competition Winners

The One Stop Shop
101 Byerley Road, Shildon

Stuart, Dawn & staff would like 
to wish all their customers, old 

and new, a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year

We have a wide selection of groceries, 
wines, newspapers and magazines. 

Pay Point & Lottery available.

S.K. & A.J. LinSLey
ButcherS & FArmerS

25 church Street, ShiLdon

Thank you for your custom 
Over the past year

A very Merry Christmas from all the staff

ErIcS 
FISH Bar

Sara & Steve and all the staff would 
like to wish all customers a really 

Merry Christmas and all the best for 
the coming New Year

Humbles Garage
Tel: 778070

Would like to wish everyone the very 
best for Christmas and the New Year

The staff would like to thank everyone 
for their support throughout the year

The Royal George

Shane, Dot and staff wish everyone 
the compliments of the season

Sunday 23rd December from 8pm - ‘Elise’
Boxing Night - Fantastic female vocalist

Sunday 30th December - Top guitar 
vocalist, Dave Alexander

New Year’s Eve - Disco & Karaoke

Main Street, Shildon

Efforts to bring empty 
properties back into 
use and crackdown on 
rogue landlords are to be 
stepped up in Shildon.
The move follows a week 
of action in New Shildon, 
during which the 
problem of long-term 
vacant properties was 
one of the most common 
causes of concern raised 
by residents.
Organised by the Safe 
Durham Partnership, the 
Not in My Neighbourhood 
operation saw Durham 
County Council, Durham 
Constabulary, Durham 
and Darlington Fire and 
Rescue Service and 
social housing landlord 
livin joining forces with 
residents to tackle 
crime, environmental 
problems and anti-social 
behaviour.
Questionnaires were 
distributed to 345 
residents and repre-
sentatives from each 
of the organisations 
involved attended 
public meetings and 
community walkabouts, 
where residents raised 
a number of issues 
including the problem of 
vacant properties.

Not  in  my  neighbourhood!

As a result, the council 
has contacted the owners 
of 29 empty homes in the 
streets off Redworth Road 
asking them about their 
plans for the future of the 
properties.
Funding has also been 
obtained to purchase five 
alarms which can be fitted 
to vacant properties to 
prevent vandalism and 
anti-social behaviour 

while landlords work to 
bring them back into use.
The council is also 
looking at other ways of 
dealing with long-term 
empty homes and absent 
landlords.
Kelly Atkinson, Durham 
County Council safer 
neighbourhoods officer, 
said, “The week in action 
gave ourselves and our 
partners the chance 
to tackle a wide range 
of issues, from crime 
prevention to flytipping.
“However, the 
involvement of residents 
throughout the process 
is essential in order to 
ensure we address the 
problems that matter 
most to them.”
During the week of action, 
police officers also carried 
out speed checks and 
stopped vehicles carrying 
waste materials to ensure 
they had the correct 
paperwork.
Neighbourhood wardens 
handed out four notices 
for flytipping and provided 
the DVLA with details of 
one untaxed vehicle.
And more than a dozen 
residents have agreed to 
become part of a Neigh-
bourhood Watch scheme.

Santa’s  on  his  way!

Don’t forget to keep 
an eye out for Santa on 
Christmas Eve! 
From 5pm onwards, 
Santa will be making his 
journey over the rooftops 
to Shildon where he will 
travel around the town on 

his sleigh, visiting many 
streets along the way.
Santa will also be in the 
Town Square in Shildon 
on Friday 21st December, 
from 11am – 1pm, when 
children can go along and 
visit him.

Between 9pm on 13th 
December and 8am the 
following morning, a credit 
gas meter was stolen from 
the communal stairwell 
of flats in Almond Court, 
Shildon. 

Any possible witnesses are 
urged to contact PC 2496 
Stewart Walker via the 101 
non-emergency number 
or anonymously through 
Crimestoppers on 0800 
555111.

Gas  meter  theft

There are dozens of empty houses in the streets around 
Redworth Road. 
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The South Durham 
Counselling Service

Christmas opening times:
The office will close on Thursday 13th December 
and reopen in the New Year on Monday 7th 
January 2013.
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

The Square Cafe
7 Church Street, Shildon

Andrew & Claire and all the staff 
would like to wish all our customers a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

Thanks for your support over the last year

THE 
ORIGINAL
FACTORY 
SHOP
CHURCH STREET
SHILDON
01388 778033

The Factory Shop 
would like to thank all 
their customers over 
the last 9 years and 
wish everyone a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy 
New Year
Open every day except 
Christmas Day & New 
Year’s Day

The Grey Horse
Neil, Susan & Lucy would 
like to wish everyone the 

compliments of the season and 
thank everyone for their support.

Sunday Lunch 12 noon - 3pm
Friday 28th December 

Christmas Party Night - The Last Fakers

Did yule know?...
BEFORE 
turkey, 

the traditional 
Christmas meal 
in England was 
a pig’s head and 
mustard.

Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...

Durham Tigers Rugby 
League plans to double the 
number of teams they run 
next season in addition to 
introducing teams for girls 
and women for the first 
time.  
The club’s coaching 
coordinator has decided to 
train coaches to a common 
coaching approach and 
technique and to fund a 
Sports England level 2 qual-
ification for all coaches, so 

that they can train players 
to a professional standard, 
giving them the best 
chance and opportunities 
possible. 
The decision resulted from 
a hugely successful coach 
recruitment session which 
saw a big increase in the 
number of coaches who will 
be available from the start 
of the new year. The Tigers 
will now run teams at all 
age groups from under nine 

up to adult, so that they 
can give everyone in the 
community the chance to 
get involved in rugby. 
John Simpson, Chair of the 
Tigers said, “We are now 
well placed to make the 
next big steps in the Club’s 
development. 
“We are now active 
throughout the whole of 
the South Durham area 
with players coming 
from Darlington, Bishop 
Auckland, Newton Aycliffe, 
Sedgefield and Shildon.
“The next stage is to get 
back into the local schools 
throughout the area and 
let potential players know 
of the opportunities which 
the Tigers offer to them.”
The Durham Tigers have 
been based at Sunnydale 
Leisure Centre in Shildon 
since 2010, and aim to 
use rugby to provide a 
hobby for local people of 
all ages and to help the 
community by giving young 
people a focus. They hold 
weekly training sessions 
for people of all ages and 
are always keen to recruit 
new players: On Tuesday 
evenings they provide 
training for: their open 
age (16+) team between 
6:30 and 8pm and their 
Under 14’s team between 
6 and 7:30pm. Also, on 
Saturdays, between 10 
and 11.30am they provide 
training for their 2 junior 
teams: The under 9’s and 
11’s and the under 13’s. 
The club welcomes anyone  
who wishes to join any of 
these sessions to go along. 
For more information about 
their existing teams, or 
their new teams for 2013, 
or if you are curious about  
the Bradford Bulls, you 
can like “We are Durham 
Tigers” on Facebook. 

Supporters’  buses  
heading  to  Bitton
Due to high demand, 
Shildon Supporters Club 
is running two supporters 
buses to Bristol for the 
FA Vase Fourth Round tie 
against Bitton AFC.
The two coaches will depart 
from the King William 
Bus Station at 6am on the 
morning of the match, 
Saturday 19th January.
The fare will be £30 for 
adults and £25 concessions. 
A £10 deposit will be 

required at the time of 
booking. 
Seats can be booked by 
contacting Supporters Club 
chairman, Russell Henderson 
on 07538 789464 or in the 
Supporters Club shop at any 
of the forthcoming home 
matches: this Saturday, 
22nd December against 
Celtic Nation, Sat 29th 
against Dunston UTS or Sat 
12th January against Bishop 
Auckland.

Expansion  plans  after  success  
of  coach  recruitment  session

Shildon  pay  penalty 
for  missed  chances 
In their lastest Northern 
League tie away at 
Billingham Town on 
Tuesday, 18th December, 
Shildon AFC failed to gain  
the maximum ground on 
their rivals after dropping 
two vital points against a 
side languishing in third 
bottom position.
The biggest culprit was 
a missed penalty by 
Sam Garvie early in the 
match, which was saved 
by ex-Shildon goalkeeper, 
Daniel Molyneux. It could 
have been the catalyst 
for the side to go on and 
record another important 
league win. 

Although the dropped 
points were a blow for the 
Railwaymen,  their other 
main rivals playing on the 
night, West Auckland and 
Bishop Auckland, both lost; 
West went down 1-0 at 
home to Celtic Nation, who 
are Shildon’s opponents 
this coming Saturday, 
22nd December, while 
Bishop were comprehen-
sively beaten 4-2 away at 
Consett. 
Although currently ninth 
in the table, Shildon have 
several games in hand over 
their opponents and will 
rise to third should they 
win those matches.

Shildon AFC
UPCoMinG FixtUreS

Saturday 22nd December
Home v Celtic Nation

Wednesday 26th December
Away v Spennymoor Town

Saturday 29th December
Home v Dunston UTS

Saturday 12th January
Home v Bishop Auckland
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Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01740 623333
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE
FREE

MEaSuRE & FITTINg 
buy direct from the 
factory and save

www.siestablinds.com
P.J.R. 

PLASTERING
All aspects of Plastering
re-skims & rendering, 

Damp proofing
Clean Service

Quality Workmanship
Very Reasonable Rates

No Job too Small
Phone for a
FREE quote

01388   775275
0781  357  1929

1 Norman Terrace
Chilton, DL17 0HF 01388 721284

R A Taylor
RDT. Dip. CDT RCS (Eng)

Clinical Dental Technician
New Dentures

While-you-wait denture repairs
Easy parking - no steps GDC Reg 154105

Shildon AFC booked their 
passage into the 4th Round 
of the F.A. Vase with an 
excellent 3 - 1 home win on 
Saturday 15th December,  
against Parkgate from 
Rotherham. They now 
travel to Bitton, near 
Bristol in the next round 
on Saturday 19th January.
The game started with a 
spectacular shot in the 
first minute from Jamie 
Owens, but Parkgate took 
the lead on 8 minutes when 
Martin Lee ran through and 
slotted comfortably passed 
Keith Finch. 
Ben Wood had a great 
chance to level shortly 
afterwards but he fired 
wide and, although Chris 
Hunter was causing 
problems for the Parkgate 
defence marauding 
down the right, Shildon’s 
forwards were unable to 
capitalise. 
Parkgate keeper Robert 
Poulter twice denied Sam 
Garvie, with Jamie Owens 
and Danny Richmond both 
going close before the 
interval.
Half Time:  Shildon  0  
Parkgate  1.
Shildon came out in the 
second half with all guns 
blazing and, in the first 
minute, a Chris McCabe 
header was stopped on the 

line by Ryan Johnson.
Following efforts from 
Jamie Owens and Chris 
Hughes, the Railwaymen 
got their just rewards 
when they levelled on 66 
minutes.
Moments earlier, Sam 
Garvie hit the underside of 
the bar, before a free kick 
by John Brackstone was 
fumbled by the keeper and 
Chris McCabe bundled the 
ball into the net. 
It was one-way traffic in 

the second half and it was 
no surprise when Shildon 
took the lead. 
Chris Hughes made a great 
run down the left and 
crossed to Jamie Owens, 
who rifled the ball into the 
top corner of the net.
Parkgate were on the back 
foot and went further 
behind on 80 minutes when 
a long through-ball found 
man-of-the-match Jamie 
Owens, who rounded a 
defender and fired into the 
far top corner of the net 
from an acute angle for a 
great goal. 
Owens could have had a 
hat-trick five minutes later 
but Parkgate’s star man, 
keeper Robert Poulter, 
saved with his feet. 
In time added on, two more 
great stops by Poulter, first 
from Billy Gruelich-Smith 
and then Chris Hunter, 
kept the final score at 3 - 1.

Railwaymen  march  on  in  Vase Fabulous  FA Vase 
experience  to  be  won
Shildon AFC has launched a 
competition for one fan to 
experience a fabulous all-
expenses-paid trip to the 
club’s next round in the FA 
Vase, away at Bitton AFC.
The lucky winner of the 
prize draw competition 
will: travel with the first 
team to Bristol; stay in the 
team hotel overnight on 
Friday; join the team for 
their pre-match breakfast 
and team talk; travel with 
the team to the match and 
travel home with the team 
after the game.

Tickets for the draw are 
just £5 each and are 
available now from any 
club director or from the 
supporters’ club. The 
draw will take place at the 
home match against Bishop 
Auckland on 12th January.
Tickets can be purchased at 
the ground on home match 
days, or by contacting the 
club or the supporters’ 
club at any other time.
Full contact details are 
available on the club and 
supporters’ club website 
pages. 

Jamie Owens fires an effort on goal during Shildon’s FA 
Vase win against Parkgate at Dean Street last Saturday.

Shildon  sign  Razor  
Ruddock!
Famous football hardman 
and highly in demand 
after dinner speaker, Neil 
‘Razor’ Ruddock, who 
played for, among others, 
Liverpool and West Ham,  
has been secured for the 
next Sportsman’s Dinner at 
the Shildon Civic Hall.
A group of Shildon 
supporters have come 
together to organise the 
dinner, which will take place 
on Saturday, 2nd February. 
Tickets are just £25 each 

for what promises to be a 
highly entertaining evening. 
Adding to the laughs will be 
a comedian support act. 
Pie, peas and mash will be 
served and there will also 
be an auction of football 
memorabilia.
Tickets, which are selling 
fast, are available from 
Norman Smith (07500 
874505), Wilf Tray (07725 
220384), Andy Timmiss 
(07970 603436) and Paul 
Mulley (07704 828522).

gibson's Funeral 
Services

Established over 140 years.

Association Street, Shildon.
Our office hours are

Monday to Friday 10.00am until 2.00pm.
or  by appointment on

01388 772244
24 hour on call service.

d a TaXIS
01388 777262

Ricky, Debbie & all the staff wish everyone 
The Compliments of the Season

4-6-8-16 Seater & Disabled access taxis
Open as usual Christmas Day


