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Issue No. 404

Shildon, Friday, 17th April, 2009. Telephone/Fax: 01388 775896

Your local
Community Newspaper

Email: crier@talk21.com       -      Duty journalist  0790 999 2731
Published at 3-4 First Floor Offices, Shildon Town Council,

Civic Hall Square, Shildon, DL4 1AH.   www.shildontowncrier.com

MILNERS

Telephone

776150

WINDOW CLEANERS
All  areas covered

Patios, Conservatories,
& Gutters also cleaned.

DRIVING LESSONS
Friendly,  patient and professional

tuition.
Learn to drive in one week or take

your time with weekly lessons

Tel: (01388) 772545
or 0796 705 1643

 IN FULL COLOUR ON THE WEB:  See us at  www.shildontowncrier.com

www.121driving.net

 ORDERS NOW BEING TAKEN

JOHN WADE
SKIP HIRE

FREEPHONE: 0800 9803560
AYCLIFFE QUARRY, AYCLIFFE, CO DURHAM

EASTER ORDERS NOW
BEING TAKEN

 PRICE REDUCTIONS
ON ALL SKIPS

TILL THE END OF APRIL
2009!

SKIP THE REST,
CALL THE BEST!

Models offered may differ
from those illustrated

NEW AUTO WASHERS

£169.£169.£169.£169.£169.0000000000

BARGAIN BUYSBARGAIN BUYSBARGAIN BUYSBARGAIN BUYSBARGAIN BUYS

SLIGHT CABINET DAMAGE
 FULL MANUFACTURER'S GUARANTEE

FromFromFromFromFrom

SLIGHT CABINET DAMAGE -
FULL MANUFACTURER'S

GUARANTEE

£219.£219.£219.£219.£219.0000000000
FromFromFromFromFrom

Also fridges / freezers / cookers
and every appliance you can think of!

NEW WASHER
DRYERS

SHAFTO WAY, NEWTON AYCLIFFE , DL5 5QN
Telephone (01325) 321678

The South West Durham
Credit Union has announced
that members are to recoup
invested cash after a 2-year
rescue plan failed to come to
fruition.
The SWDCU has been
contacted by the Financial
Services Compensation
Scheme, an independent body
whose role is to pay
compensation to authorised
schemes, such as credit
unions, when they are unable
to, or are unlikely to, pay
their depositors.
In essence, the news means
that all of the members will
receive the money they
invested in the credit union;
some 840 members who hold
over £140,000 in shares and
£101,000 on loans.
Last November, restricted
trading was imposed on the
SWDCU by the Financial
Services Authority, meaning
it was unable to receive shares,
give share withdrawals or issue
loans, although current loans
were still repayable.
A two-year rescue plan was
devised for the organisation,
whose headquarters is based

in Shildon's Church Street,
however after pursuing many
avenues of support, the Union
failed to find financial help.
A spokesperson for SWDCU
said, "The most supportive
were the traders and local
working men's clubs as well as
the residents of Shildon, and
to them we give a thank you.".
The SWDCU had hoped that
they would be able to trade
their way out of the difficulty,
however without financial
support from the local

authorities and Durham
County Council it would have
taken too long, and this would
not have been acceptable to
the Financial Services
Authority.
Representatives of SWDCU
claim that one possible means
of securing the future of the
credit union would have been
to merge with another credit
union. They point to the
example of Derwentside
Credit Union, which had been
suffering from similar
problems before Derwentside
District Council gave the
group funding that allowed it
to merge with another credit
union. The Derwentside
Credit Union is still going
today and, according to a
representative from
SWDCU, "is going from
strength to strength".
Local councils, however,
failed to provide the support
the Union needed, and as
result, the organisation will
no longer be in a position to
provide its services to the
community.
The Credit Union
representative went on to say
'thank you' to all of the its
members who have supported
the group over the last 6
years, and especially
throughout the recent,
distressing period.
At the present time, the future
of the Credit Union is
uncertain, with
representatives unsure
whether it will remain open.

CREDIT  UNION  STAKEHOLDERS
TO  BE  COMPENSATED

The South West Durham Credit Union in Church Street.

TOWN COUNCIL
HOLDS CREATIVE

COMPETITIONS
Shildon Town Council has
announced two
competitions that are sure
to interest those with a
creative mind.
The Sid Chaplin Short Story
Competition is an open
competition, which means
that there is no set theme
for the stories.  There is,
however, a limit of 3000
words per story.
Prizes on offer for adults are
£300 for 1st prize, £150 for
2nd prize and £75 for third
prize. There are also prizes
for the best junior entries
and for the best entry
submitted by a resident of
Shildon.
Entry into this competition
is free for juniors, but costs
£2.50 for adults.
There is no limit to the
number of times a person
can enter, although each
should be treated separately.
Only one prize will be given
per entrant.
The Town Council is also
holding an Arts, Crafts and
Photography Competition.

which is open to residents of
Shildon and the surrounding
area.
The competition has
several categories, including
drawing, painting, modelling
and sculpture. Prizes are £50
for adult and group entries,
and £25 for under 16s.
There will be only one prize
awarded to each category.
Entry to the competition is
£2 per entry for adults,
whereas entries from under
16s are free.
Entry forms and rules for
these competitions are
available from Shildon
Town Council, Council
Offices, Civic Hall Square,
Shildon.
Forms for the Arts and
Crafts competition must be
returned by 12 noon on
Monday, April 20th and all
work must be submitted by
Friday, April 24th.
Those entering the short
story competition have a
little more time, with the
deadline for entries being
June 30th.
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RO-BO AERIALS

New  Digital  Aerial
Fitted  For -  £35

We Can Also
Network Your House

We Will Match Any Quote
All Work Guaranteed

April  Special
Extra Rooms From

Existing Aerial From
Only £25 Per Room

0783 578 9023

Shildon AFC
Remaining Fixtures
Saturday

18th April

Saturday
25th April

Tuesday
28th April

THREE  WINS  IN  A
ROW  FOR  SHILDON

Shildon travelled to Seaham
Redstar recently, looking for
a third win in as many games.
The first 10 minutes were
scrappy, with neither side
creating any decent chances.
The breakthrough came in
the 12th minute when good
play gave Niven the chance
to find Chapman in the box,
who drilled a low left foot shot
past the Redstar 'keeper,
putting Shildon 1-0 ahead.
Chapman went close to
getting his second in the 20th
minute with a glancing header,
which went just wide.
Bell and Niven worked an
opening for Byrne in the 22nd
minute, but his clear-cut
chance was blazed over the
bar.
The home side had a half
chance after 25 minutes, with
a shot from outside the box
that went well wide.
Shildon were by no means
firing on all cylinders and with
the score at 1-0 going into the
break, Seaham were still in
with a shout in this game.
Seaham pressed from the start
in the second half, they had
plenty of possession but still
didn't really create much.
Shildon grabbed the all
important second goal in the
58th minute.

Shildon Grey Horse players
were given quite a shock
recently, when they were
greeted by the news that their
manager, Mick Laffey, had
resigned before their tricky
away game aginst
Hedworthfield in Jarrow.
Mick has been in charge at
the club since it started out in
August, 2007, and won the
league cup and promotion in
the first season.
Currently placed 2nd in their
division, promotion looks a
possibility again, but over the
course of this season work
commitments have
increasingly meant Mick
being away, and it’s believed
this is the main reason behind
his decision.
Still trying to digest the news,
the Grey Horse started slowly
and were behind after 15
minutes when a cross from
the left wasn’t cleared and

GREY  HORSE  RECOVER  FROM
SHOCK  RESIGNATION

the Hedworthfield forward
poked the ball home.
The Grey Horse responded
well and some neat football
through midfield resulted in a
foul being given on the edge
of the box.
Neil Bannister placed the ball
and his precise curled shot
found the back of the net
with the 'keeper barely
moving.
Half time came with the
scores level, however, ten
minutes into the second half
it was 2-1 to the away team.
After some good work down
the right from Jeff Dixon, his
cross found the feet of Dougie
Grant who turned and fired
home.
Instead of spurring the Grey
Horse on, they seemed happy
to sit back with what they
had, a dangerous game which
backfired when a neat ball
played round the back of the

defence caused problems and
the Hedworthfield forward
reacted quickest to make it 2-
2.
With time running out and
influential playmaker Ian
Bainbridge being carried from
the pitch after a hefty
challenge, it looked likely
that the Grey Horse would
have to settle for a draw, but
with 10 mins remaining
Dixon again broke down the
right and went unchallenged
into the box.
His first shot was stopped by
the 'keeper but the rebound
fell kindly and Dixon rolled it
into the net to give a final
score of 3-2.
The Horse's next game is
away to Deneside, players
should meet at 9:15am in the
Grey Horse car park.
The club wish to thank Mick
for all his hard work and effort
over the past couple of years.

A decent passing move gave
Bell the chance to cross for
Chapman, who placed his
header past the 'keeper.
Byrne should have squared
the ball to Watson in the
71st minute but instead he
tried to score form an
impossible angle.
Byrne was in action again in
the 76th minute but his
effort was wide of the post.
Seaham showed plenty of
heart and with time running
out, committed more
players forward.
A mix up in the Shildon
defence almost caught Finch
out in the 80th minute but
luckily he reacted quickly to
snuff out the danger.
Seaham got a lifeline in the
86th minute, when a ball
into the box landed in the
path of a Seaham player
who finished well.  This led
to a nervous last few minutes
for the Railwaymen.
Luckily, Shildon held on to
gain a third win in just 5
days.  Seaham were by no
means one of the worst
teams which Shildon have
come up against this season,
despite their lowly league
position, but credit must go
to Shildon for grinding out
another hard fought victory.

ON  THIS  DAY....
APRIL  17TH

2004: Abdel Aziz al-
Rantissi, the head of
Hamas, was killed by an
Israeli air strike in Gaza.
1986: TV journalist, John
McCarthy, was kidnapped
in Beirut, Lebanon.
1975: The Khmer Rouge
took control of the
Cambodian capital, Phnom
Penh, as the countries civil
war ended and Pol Pot’s
rule of Cambodia began.
1970: Apollo 13 returned
safely to earth.
1969: Bernadette Devlin
became the youngest ever
MP elected to the House of
Commons.
1969: In America, Sirhan
Sirhan was convicted of
assassinating Robert F.
Kennedy.
1969: Czechoslovakian
Communist Party leader,

Alexander Dubcek, was
forced to resign by the
Soviet Union.
1961: The Bay of Pigs
Invasion began.
1960: American rock 'n roll
star Eddie Cochran, aged 21,
was killed in a car crash near
Chippenham, Wiltshire,
while touring with singer
Gene Vincent.
1951: British submarine,
the Affray, failed to
resurface off the south
coast of England. It was
eventually found two
months later with no
survivors.
1941: The Second World
War: Yugoslavia
surrendered to Germany.
1940: Pop singer Billy Fury
was born.
1790: American statesman
Benjamin Franklin died.

Shildon runner, Kate Avery,
was the star performer as her
team, the Morpeth Harriers,
won two victories in the
Elswick Harriers' Good Friday
Road Race.
The woman's race was ran
over the Newburn course,
which is over 2 miles long,
and was won by Shildon starlet,
Kate.
She lined up against senior
and veteran athletes, whom
she beat by producing a course
record that was a whole 18
seconds below the previous
best time.

 STARLET
SHINES

FIRST CHOICE
MAINTENANCE

HEATING AND
PLUMBING

Phone Paul on

07967 679998

CORGI REGISTERED
NO CALL OUT CHARGE

GAS SERVICING &
REPAIRS

LANDLORD CP12'S
 SAMEDAY SERVICE

WHEN POSSIBLE,

Chilton Based

Home  to
Ashington

Away to Sunderland
Nissan

Away to
Ryton

USEFUL CONTACT LIST

Durham Constabulary to report quality of life issues
or incidents of crime    0345 60 60 365

Crimestoppers     0800 555 111

Neighbourhood Wardens deal with dog fouling - fly
tipping - rowdy behaviour - stray dogs  01740 654907

The Anti Social Behaviour Reduction Unit
If you are suffering from acts of Anti Social Behaviour
contact 01388 816 166 Ext 8824 / 8854

Fire and Rescue Community Safety
Your local fire-fighters can provide a Free fire safety
check in your home, contact 0191 332 4222

Special Collections To arrange collections contact
01388 816 166

RSPCA   to report any animal welfare issues (not strays)
0300 1234 999

Confidential  Answerphone Leave local police a
message on any issues or intelligence you may have
01325 742759

NEW

Shildon Town Council    01388 772563

Shildon Town Crier    01388 775896
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PHOTO INCLUDED?      Yes            No
(If yes, please include a stamped addressed envelope if you
would like your picture returned to you.)

OCCASION:  (Please tick)
Birthday
Anniversary
Birth
Congratulations
Appreciations
Memoriam

Obituary
For Sale
To Let
Services Offered
Other (Please State)
...................................

NUMBER OF SEPARATE MESSAGES...................

MESSAGE(S) - (Please write in clear block capitals and continue

on a separate piece of plain paper if necessary)

.................................................................................

..................................................................................

..................................................................................

..................................................................................

...................................................................................

..................................................................................

..................................................................................

..................................................................................

NUMBER OF WORDS = ............................................

NAME......................................................................
ADDRESS................................................................
................................................................................
CONTACT NO.........................................................

AMOUNT (x 35p) ....................................................

CLASSIFIED FORM

Co-operative
Funeral Care
We'll be there with a caring,

sympathetic service 24-hours a day.
Pre-paid Funeral Plans available.
Full Memorial Service available.

Free Estimates on request.

Elm Cottage, Church Street, Shildon
(01388) 774853

When you need us, we'll be there.

It’s all about local people and local events.
It’s your very own Community Newspaper

Contact us at the Town Council Offices, on
01388 775896 or email us at

crier@talk21.com.

Birthdays

Services

W a n t e d

Birthdays

PHILLIP  HENDERSON
21st

PHILLIP  HENDERSON
Congratulations on your

21st Birthday.
Love Lynn.

xxx

CARLOS
Happy 21st Phillip.

Love you,
 Dean, Lynn & Ross.

xxx

PHILLIP  HENDERSON
Happy 21st Pip.

Love Gran.
xxx

PHILLIP  HENDERSON
Best wishes for your

21st Birthday.
Love Gary & Linda.

xxx

CARLOS
Happy 21st Babe.
Have a great day.
Love you loads,

Rachael.
xxx

Happy Birthday Son.
Love Mam & Dad.

xxx

People who can sew from house.
Call Karen on 01325 318686.

PHILLIP  HENDERSON
Congrats Phillip

on your 21st.
Love Becki & Harvey.

PHILLIP  HENDERSON
To Uncle Pippy,
Happy Birthday!

Love Kai.
xxx

JOSEPH  JAMES  DUNN
April 16th

Happy 1st Birthday
to a special little boy.

With much love & kisses,
Donna, Lydia & Ruby.

xxx

LOUISE  HOPPER
April 15th

Happy Birthday.
Love you loads,

Mark, Conner & Brooke.
xxx

ROBERT  RAINE
Dad, Happy 70th Birthday.

Love Emma & Gary.
x

GRANDAD  ROBERT
Happy 70th.

All our hugs and kisses,
Kristian, Connor
& Sammie-Leigh.

xxx

MOVING  A  THING?
From £9.50. Call Phil.
Phone 01325 321084

or 07790 509925

Building Plans drawn for
Planning Permission and

Building Control.
Extensions, Loft Conversions,

etc.
Tel. Carl on 01388 779372

or 0773 198 4837

GUTTERS
Cleaned out & repaired.

D.I.Y Dave.
07 544 394 310

PLANS  DRAWN
Extensions,  conservatories,
loft & garage conversions,

sunrooms, garages, alterations
Tel: 01388 810156
or 07972777568

Tell us about
your event at

crier@talk21.com

PREMIER
PODIATRY

Appointments  available
every Saturday morning
at  Burke Street Surgery,

 Shildon.
20% Discount for OAPs
For  enquiries Telephone

0790 231 7839
Home visits  on request.

A first class footcare service

For just 35p per word you
can send a special message
to a loved one, be it a
birthday, anniversary,
wedding, birth, exam
success or memoriam.
Classified ads are a fantastic
way to mark any occasion
that will be seen in no less
than 8,000 homes.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTS
For just £5 you can make
the message extra special by
adding a photograph of your
choice.
You can also use a classified
to advertise your business,
items for sale or services
offered, absolutely
anything! Simply fill in the
form to the right with your
choice of words, along with

your details, and post it,
along with any additional
photographs, to:
3 - 4 First Floor Offices,
Town Council Offices,
Civic Hall Square, Shildon,
Co. Durham, DL4 1AH.
Alternatively, just pop in
and see us. You can also email
us at crier@talk21.com or
call 01388 775896.

ASK  THE  EXPERTS
An ‘Ask the Expert and
Business Surgery’ is to be held
by the South Durham
Business Network at the end
of the month.
On Tuesday, April 28th, 15
minute appointments can be
made for the one-to-one
surgery with a broad range
of experts, from 3.00pm to
5.00pm at Spennymoor
Town Hall.
The event provides an
opportunity for local
business owners to meet a
range of eighteen
professionals covering
services from Accountancy

through to Website Design.
The one-to-one
appointments will be followed
by a key note address from
Councillor Henig, Leader of
Durham County Council, and
questions to a panel of
experts and networking.
A buffet and refreshments will
also provided for those
attending.
A spokesperson for SDBN
said, “Whether you’re a sole
trader or have 100-plus
employees, come and join the
members of South Durham
Business Network.”
Following its successful launch

on January 23rd of this year,
which attracted over 180 local
business leaders, the network
is going from strength to
strength and gaining new
members constantly.
“If you’re not already a
member then why not register
to see if there’s value in
becoming a part of our
business-led, business-focused
group,” continued the
spokesperson.
To find out more or to join,
email Darren Race on
info@sdbn.org.uk, call 07947
409838 or visit
www.sdbn.org.uk.

P.J.R.P.J.R.P.J.R.P.J.R.P.J.R.
PLASTERINGPLASTERINGPLASTERINGPLASTERINGPLASTERING

All aspects of Plastering
Re-skims & Rendering

Clean Service
Quality Workmanship
Very Reasonable Rates

No Job too Small

Phone for a
FREE quote

01388   775275
0781  357  1929

Call us on
01388 775896

TO  LET
1-2-3 Bedroom Houses

In Shildon & Surrounding
Areas

WANTED
Properties To Buy or Sell
& Rent Back in Shildon

& Surrounding areas
Call Stuart on

0796 1779704
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Letters toLetters toLetters toLetters toLetters to
the Editorthe Editorthe Editorthe Editorthe Editor

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta BlindsSiesta BlindsSiesta BlindsSiesta BlindsSiesta Blinds on 01325 309003
1 Brighouse Court, Newton Aycliffe Ind. Park.

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds

£££’s£££’s£££’s£££’s£££’s
factory and save

Measure & Fitting
buy direct from the

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE
FREE

A5

Flyers

1000

£20

AUCKLAND  SELF  STORAGE
CONTAINERS

24hr Access, own gate keys, etc
Low cost solution for all your storage needs

£60 monthly for 20fts

AUCKLAND  CARAVAN STORAGE
Normal vans 6mt £100 - 1yr £200
Larger vans 6mt £125 - 1yr £250

24hr Security Guard, Perimeter Fencing, Cameras
viewed at home as well as work.

Tel. 01388 835511 - Mob. 07812994815
Aptec Industrial Estate, West Auckland

intelligentbookkeeping
The Accountants you

can count on!
The Best

bookkeeping
solutions

www.intelligentbookking.co.uk
Accountancy & Payroll

Get your business back in
the black

We have a specialist in pub
accounts

Tel:  01388  771563

Dear Editor,
Not wanting to engage in a
slanging match, which has
been seen to happen on this
page in the past, but just to
set the record straight with
regards to my recent letter
concerning the West Road
Cememtery.
I did not choose to remain

anonymous, I merely
requested that my address be
withheld, not my name.
I stand by everything I said
in my letter, and no amount
of council jargon will change
that. And judging by the
response from a great deal
of people, I know that I am
not alone in my feelings and

This reader writes regarding West Road Cemetery and previously published
Letters to the Editor.......

Dear Editor,
Can anyone explain why
current developers don't see
the need to build affordable
bungalows as well as houses?
I raise the question in light of
the recent 'form' the new
Sedgefield Borough Homes
have sent out to residents
applying for council
properties lately.
As it stands, to be able to bid
for a bungalow you have to
be registered disabled, on
every benefit going and
constantly having
treatments/reviews at the
doctors.
What if you are simply of
mature years and are still
managing despite aches and
pains and difficulty doing
everyday chores, including
tackling stairs etc., after
spending your whole life
looking after your health and

not constantly complaining
about every ache and pain.
By my mature years I am
referring to 80 plus, which to
me is a fair age to admit to
needing a bungalow.
Maybe there should be a
better screening process for
the people who haven't
needed every aspect of care
and treatment and disability
privileges.
If I have misread the rules
then I stand corrected, but as
I see it, you have to fit into
a grade A or B to be able to
'bid' for a bungalow. Surely
your age must come into
consideration along the way?
It would seem common sense
that anyone on the far side
of 75 should be approved to
be eligible to try for a
bungalow if they feel the
need to, wothout getting
stressed about having to

justify why they need it when
they haven't got the
relevant medical/health
problems to fit into the
criteria, just for a better
quality of life. Let's face it,
there's no other reason they
would want one.
As if the paperwork wasn't
a big enough hurdle, they
then have to get access to
the internet or to the
advertisements, which they
say are to be in public places.
If you don't have access to
the internet and you have
mobility problems you're
goosed!
So come on, we'll all be old
one day, give the elderly a
break and have a different
ruling for over a certain age
group who have contributed
all their lives.

Name and Adress
withheld upon request.

A reader writes in to discuss the provision of bungalows in the town......

For all your Electrical Needs
No job too small
Free quotations

Part P Registered
Member of the

NIC EIC

CORNER
ELECTRICS

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs

(01740) 654751
Mob: 0772 520 5172

CHAT-A-BOX
Coffee Shop &

Take-Away Sandwich Bar
12 Darlington Rd, Ferryhill

Outside Catering
for any occasion.

Funerals, Birthdays,
Christenings,

Office Parties.
Call in for a menu or tel:

01740 656546
07725250060

concerns.
Many thanks to everyone
who has contacted me
personally to express their
concerns and offer
support, and sign the
petition.

L Rowland.
Address withheld upon

request.

Call us on
01388

775896

Send Your letters to
3 - 4 First Floor Offices,
Town Council, Civic Hall

Square, Shildon,
DL4 1AH
Or Email

crier@talk21.com

The Salvation Army is
inviting readers to a festival
of song that will be taking
place at the Salvation Army
Building in Cross Street, (near
the Locomotion museum) in
Shildon.
The event will be taking
place on Saturday, April 25th,
from 7.00pm when

FESTIVAL OF  SONG  AT
THE  SALVATION

ARMY

Jubilee Fields Community
Centre is offering Salsa Dance
Classes to local residents
from  Sunday, April 26th,
from 6.00pm to 7.00pm.
For further details and prices,
contact the Centre on Jubilee
Road on 01388 775425.

SALSA
DANCE

CLASSES

TEARAWAYS
CHARITY

NIGHT
On Friday, April 24th, from
7.00pm to 11.00pm,
Shildon Railways Institute
will play host to a charity
night to aid the Tearaways
theatre group.
At the event the Tearaways
will perform a routine and
there will also be  a disco,
bingo and a raffle.
Ticktes for the fundraiser
cost £2 and are available
from the club, R.A.O.B.
members and Tearaway
group members.

entertainment will be
provided by the Cardiff
Cathays Songsters.
Admission costs just £2 and
all are welcome.
Readers can also join the
Salvation Army on Sunday,
April 18th, for its Praise and
Worship sessions at 10.00am
and 4.00pm.

The Wear Valley Food
Festival is taking place in
Bishop Auckland this
Saturday, April 18th, and
Northern Rail is running
extra trains into the town to
accommodate those
attending.
Trains will leave Darlington

at 9.51am, 11.35am and
1.22pm, departing Shildon
18 minutes laters.
Departure times back from
Bishop Auckland are
11.00am, 12.53pm and
2.56pm, leaving Shildon 5
minutes later.
The food festival will run
from 10..00am to 4.00pm.

EXTRA  TRAINS  FOR
FOOD  FESTIVAL

Book your Garnetts Coach
Trip through The Crier
Upcoming trips include a Pennine Cruise on
Saturday, April 25th, and a Mystery Tour on

Sunday, April 26th.

Call us now on 01388 775896
All commission received goes towards

the running cost of the paper

kidskidskidskidskids
kornerkornerkornerkornerkorner

I once had a blind date
with Cilla.

I took her to watch
Aston Villa.

She sang to the crowd
And she sang very loud

And that's why they
threatened to kill 'er!

Send your
correspondence to

3-4 First Floor
Offices, Town

Council Building,
Civic Hall Square,

Shildon.
Or email

crier@talk21.com
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SHILDON  GIRL  IN
MISS  DURHAM  FINALS

A Shildon girl is hoping to
take home the crown of
Miss Durham after
becoming a finalist in the
prestigious competition.
Twenty year-old Zara
Sowerby, who attended St.
Anne's secondary school in
Wolsingham before
studying at St. John's in
Bishop Auckland, has lived
in Shildon all of her life and
will be among the 18 finalists
at Sedgefield Racecourse this
weekend.
When asked why she wanted
to enter the competition,
Zara said she did it for the
experience of the pageant
and for the fun of it, never
expecting to get to the
finals.
In order to get to the final
few, Zara was interviewed
by a panel of judges to see if
she had what it took to
become Miss Durham, and
she was thrilled when she
discovered that the judges
had been impressed.
In her spare time, Zara likes
to ride horses, to work out
at the gym and to watch
rugby. She also attends
Diane White's Academy of
Dance, her favourite styles
being ballroom and latin.
When Zara was 4 years-old
she battled leukemia and,
although now fit and
healthy, she still has to have
regular check-ups. If she
wins, she would like to use
her position to help
leukemia charities.
Now that she has progressed
in the competition, Zara is
both excited and nervous
about the prospect of
winning, as the title holder
will go on to represent
Durham in the Miss England
pageant.
She is thoroughly relieved
to have picked all of her
dresses for the final,
although they are being kept
under wraps for now.
The Miss Durham 2009
show will be compered by
TFM Radio's Wayne Allen
and will begin with three
catwalk-style rounds, after
which the judges will choose
the top ten contestants.
The final round will be an
interview when each
contestant is asked a few
short questions.
Not only will the winner
receive an all expenses paid
trip to the Miss England
final, they will also be the
lucky recipient of two flight
tickets courtesy of Durham
Tees Valley Airport, a
Station Studio photoshoot,
a bottle of Champagne and

Zara Sowerby, the future Miss Durham?

For details on all positions above please contact
Julie Turner on

01388 768271

DALE CARE
LIMITED

13 Hope Street, Crook,
Co. Durham, DL15 9HS

Telephone: (01388) 768271
Fax: (01388) 766164

Email: enquiries@dalecare.co.uk

As Preferred Provider to Durham County Council
Social Care and Health, Dale Care Limited Requires
Home Care Workers In The Following Regions: -

HOME CARE WORKERS
For Wear Valley, Chilton, Ferryhill, Shildon,

Spennymoor, Newton Aycliffe and surrounding areas.

Experience is an advantage but not essential as full
training and support is offered to all staff.

From £6.20 - £7.40 per hr + travel expenses.
Monday to Friday + Alternate weekends.

To work with the elderly, young people with
 disabilities and children.

Applicants must be caring with good
communication skills.

Dale Care Ltd is an Equal Opportunities Employer
All vacancies are subject to an enhanced CRB check

two admission tickets to
Sedgefield Racecourse's
Caribbean Evening.
The Shildon beauty thanked
her friends, family and
relatives for the great
support  that she had received.

Doors to the event open at
6.00pm on Saturday, April
18th, and will end at
12.30am. Tickets costing
£20 per person and are
available by telephone on
01740 621925.

HighLea Homes, a local
company that runs
Residential Care Homes and
Supported Living Homes for
adults with disabilities and
special needs, had its Easter
Fayre on Easter Saturday,
April 11th.
The Fayre was held in the
grounds of its largest Home,
The Grange on Redworth
Road, Shildon.
There were many appealing
stalls, including sweets &
confectionery, bric-a-brac,
cake stall, tombola,  fortune
teller, hot snacks and
refreshments, as well as a
'guess the names of the
Easter rabbits' competition,
raffle and a treasure hunt.
The most exciting
attraction however, was a
beautiful display of decorated
Easter eggs and Easter
bonnets that had been

EASTER  FAYRE
RAISED  ALMOST  £400

submitted mainly by HighLea
Homes residents.
HighLea Homes said that
they would like to whole-
heartedly thank the local
businesses who generously
gave gifts and contributions
towards this event.
They also wanted to state
their gratitude to Mrs Baker,
a local householder who
kindly donated a bottle of
wine when she met
representatives of HighLea
collecting contributions from
tradespeople.
The event was a great success
and nearly £400 was raised,
which will go towards extra
leisure activitities for HighLea
Homes Service Users.
A spokesperson for the event
said, "Thank you to
everyone! A wonderful day
was enjoyed by all who
attended and participated".

Contact us at the
Town Council Offices,

on 01388 775896 or email us at
crier@talk21.com.
We're on the web:

shildontowncrier.com

SHILDON  TO  BE
LINKED  TO

WEARDALE  BY  JULY?
Shildon residents could soon
be able to visit Weardale by
rail if plans to link to two
lines are achieved by
operators.
US company, British
American Rail Service
(BARS), who own the
Weardale line, are hoping to
reach an agreement with
railway authorities so that
service can be connected to
the main line at Bishop
Auckland by July.
The move would mean

Weardale would have a direct
link with Shildon, as well as
the town's railway museum,
Locomotion, which could
mean an increase in visitors
to the area.
The manager of the
museum, George Muirhead,
said he had been in talks with
BARS and the Weardale
Railway Trust about running
trains between the two
locations. He commented,
"We think it is a very
exciting prospect.

JSB TRAVEL

TEL: 01388 776969
www.jsbtravel.co.uk

DISABLED ACCESS VEHICLES
4-8 SEATERS

24 HOUR PRE-BOOKING
AIRPORTS, NIGHTS OUT ETC
CONTRACT WORK WELCOME
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PAYDAY  LOANS
ABTEC

ELECTRICIANS

RING NEIL ON

Specialists in House
Rewires & Safety

Inspection

01388 776665
7919 215 959

Special OAP Rates

Showers & Electrical Cooker
Repairs & Lighting

DDDDD.....A A A A A TTTTTAXISAXISAXISAXISAXIS
4 - 8 SEATERS

TEL:  01388 777262
FREE PHONE:

0800 0856414
IF YOU FANCY A TAKEAWAY MEAL
YOU ORDER IT WE'LL DELIVER THE

MEAL TO YOUR DOOR

D.J. Gardening & Power
Wash Services

20 years experience
Block paving, patios, concreting,

tarmacing, garden walls, all drainage
solutions, gravelling, hedges cut, trees

cut and removed. All types of
fencing and decking. All types of

foundations & clearance of rubbish.
Free estimates.

Mini digger hire.
All other garden services.

Tel 01325 (Aycliffe)321567
or 07984 817111

Happy  Easter,  From
Happy  Easter,  From

Loans from £100 - £300
7 and 14 day loans RIGHT NOW
Now doing 21 and 28 day loans
BEST RATES, BEST TERMS

Typical example: £100 borrowed over 7 days, pay  back £130,
£100 over 14 days, pay back £140

Shildon residents only call  07961633589 NOW!
We are regulated by the Office of Fair Trading.

PAYDAY  LOANS

HEATING  &  PLUMBING

Corgi Registered
For All Boiler

Installations, Services
& Repair
Free Quote

Tel: 07826527952

J. DUNN

01388 720009

JOHN   FENWICK
Gardening Specialist

All aspects of
garden work

Please Call:

01388 605546

Friendly Service

Free Quotations

Shildon Youth Club, based at
Shildon People’s Centre in
Main Street, is set to expand
once again.
The club was originally open
for just two evenings a week,
but following refurbishment
of the youth wing and an
influx of new members,
Durham County Council
decided to fund the club to
open four nights, plus one
evening for a sexual health
drop-in.
The club has gone from
strength-to-strength and has
therefore decided that, from
the end of April, it will open
five evenings a week plus
Sunday afternoons.
Shildon Youth Club staff are
employed by Durham County
Council’s Children and
Young People Services and
the staff team consists of one
full time and three part time
workers.
The youth club is very much

directed by the needs of its
members who are encouraged
to participate in its running
through fundraising, making
decisions about its
programme and evaluating
its work.
During the spring of 2008,
members completed a Youth
Opportunities Fund bid and
received over £2,000 for a
summer programme of
events, which enabled over
50 young people from
Shildon to visit Lightwater
Valley, Flamingoland, York
Dungeons, Forbidden Corner,
Aerial Extreme and Whitby.
Youngsters were also able to
take part in Karting,
Kayaking, Bushcraft,
Paintballing and Mountain
Biking.
A new project at the centre is
Kid’s Kitchen, which offers a
three course healthy meal on
Wednesday’s after school for
a mere £1. This has proved

SHILDON  YOUTH  CLUB
TO EXPAND

very popular with young
people, and youth workers
are hoping they can
encourage them to be
involved in the preparation
of the meals too.
During youth club opening
times youngsters can also
access a free C.Card and
condom service, Chlamydia
screening, as well as an
information, advice and
signposting service, provided
to help with relevant teen
issues such as sexual health,
healthy eating, alcohol and
drug abuse, self harm and self
esteem issues.
The youth club caters for 13
to 19’s and offers a diverse
range of activities including
Playstation and Nintendo Wii
fit, boxing equipment,
computers, decks and once
the new conservatory is
open, a pool table.
Entrance to the youth club is
20p per session.

POPULAR
MAGISTRATE  RETIRES

A long-serving Magistrate
from Shildon retired on his
70th birthday recently,  with
tributes paid from
representatives of all court
users.
Harry Fletcher reached the
compulsory retiring age on
his very last day sitting at
Newton Aycliffe
Magistrates’ court.
An emotional Harry listened
while tributes were paid,
firstly by chairwoman of the
South Durham Magistrates’
Bench, Dorothy Winter,
who described his work as
exceptional. “I cannot think
of a better role model for
new magistrates,” she told
him. “You are held in very
high regard by your
colleagues.”
Others who paid tribute
included Peter Smith for the
Crown Prosecution Service,
who described Mr Fletcher as
transparent and fair, a man
who ‘always got it right’.
“The criminal Justice system
in this area is losing a valuable
servant,” he concluded.
Graham Hunsley spoke on
behalf of the defence lawyers,
echoing the sentiments

already expressed and praising
Harry’s admiral qualities.
Hilary Payne spoke on behalf
of the Probation Service,
saying that Harry’s 19 years
voluntary service as a
magistrate had not gone
unnoticed.
Harry spoke in response,
saying he never tired of the
court process and found it
fascinating. “I have watched
Gregory Peck in the probably
the finest court room drama
on the silver screen – To Kill
a Mocking Bird – and thought
he hasn’t seen half of what I
have in courts.”
He praised the advocates who
‘think on their feet’ and said
he had great respect for all
the organisations who were
involved in the justice
system.
Harry Fletcher was first
appointed to the magistracy
on to the old Sedgefield bench
in 1990. He has served on the
youth and adult benches as
chairman and also as mentor
to new magistrates.
 “Harry is just a lovely, lovely
man,” said County Councillor
Anita Savory, who is also a
magistrate. “He has a
common-sense approach and
deals with everyone,
magistrates, court users and
even defendants with the
utmost courtesy, while also
retaining a sense of humour.
He will be greatly missed by
everyone.”

Harry Fletcher (centre) greets former legal advisor, Chris
Wilson (left) and retired JP, Terry Farley from Newton

Aycliffe on his last day as a magistrate.

Call us on
01388 775896

Hot  CrHot  CrHot  CrHot  CrHot  Cross  Bunsoss  Bunsoss  Bunsoss  Bunsoss  Buns
A Crier reader contacted us to asked if we could find them a recipe for Hot Cross Buns,

so here it is for everyone to take advantage of...........

Ingredients
500g strong bread flour,
plus extra for dusting
1/2 tsp Salt
75g caster sugar
7 g sachet dried Yeast,
300 ml mixed milk and
water,
150g sultanas
zest of 2 Oranges
80g mixed peel
2 tsp ground Cinnamon,

For the glaze
50g Sugar
50 ml water,

Method
1. Put the flour, salt, sugar
and yeast into a bowl.
Slowly add enough of the
milk and water mix to
achieve pliable dough.
Tip out onto a lightly
floured surface and knead
well for 5 minutes, then
put the dough back into
the bowl and leave to rise
for 1 hour.

2. Incorporate the
sultanas, mixed peel,
orange zest and cinnamon
into the dough and leave

to rise for 1 hour.

3. Lightly grease a baking
sheet.
Divide the dough into 75g
pieces and roll each into a
ball.
Put them on a baking tray
and leave to rest for 1
hour.

4. Set the oven to 220°C/
gas 8. Bake the buns for
25 minutes until golden
brown. Combine the sugar
and water together to
make a syrup and brush
this liberally all over the
buns. Serve immediately.
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SHAUN  HUMBLE
Robson Street, Shildon (behind the P.O.)

Servicing, MOT's, Tyres, Exhausts,
our Speciality

Pick up service available

We take all major Credit Cards

01388 778070

COMMITTED  TO
CROWN  COURT  FOR

NEW  YEAR  ASSAULTS
A teenager appeared at a local
Magistrates Court recently,
after assaulting two women in
Shildon on New Yea's Day.
Thomas Gavin Pye, aged 18,
of Buckingham Terrace,
Leeholme, was committed
for trial at Durham Crown
Court on May 18th to face
charges following events in
Shildon on January 1st.
It is alleged that, jointly with
Rebecca Comerford, Pye
assaulted a woman,
occasioning her actual bodily
harm, before assaulting
another woman.
Newton Aycliffe Magistrates'
Court heard how Pye,
currently suffering from
depression, had given
unacceptable reasons for
failing to attend meetings with
the Probation Service and had
broken the curfew imposed

upon him, both offences in
breach of his bail conditions.
The defendant was bailed and
the curfew order reimposed
with immediate effect for
four weeks, to be monitored
by electronic tag.  He was
ordered to report to Bishop
Auckland Police Station on
May 15th to remind him
about his impending court
appearances so that he could
not give an excuse that he
had again forgotten.
Pye, who had already
defaulted on fines but has no
source of income, was fined
£10 plus the £15 surcharge
which goes to the Victim
Support Scheme.  As an extra
punishment, he was to
remain in custody until the
last person had been dealt
with at the court session that
day.

Do you have leaflets
for your business?

Then The Crier will do
your leaflet drop for you to

around 6,000 homes.

Call
01388 775896
0790 9992731

for details.

Tel: 01388 774154
Mobile 0777 844 9812

FOR ALL YOUR
 ELECTRICAL AND
T.V AERIAL NEEDS.
LOCAL - RELIABLE
and  REASONABLE
FREE  ESTIMATES

DOUGLAS
ELECTRICAL

SERVICES

Michelle Fish
Chiropodist /

Podiatrist
BSc (Hons) Degree

Podiatry M.Ch.S, HPC Reg

Home Visits.
Mobile

Chiropodist.
01388 459150
07929 528509

DOWN  MEMORY  LANE
............ AGAIN

The Shildon Boys' Modern Football Team from 1960/61 season.
Photograph:  Courtesey of Phil Bromley.

Do you recognise the faces in
this photograph? Maybe you
can help us fill in the blank.
From the left to right the
photo shows J Howe, W
Moore, J Horan, (Unkown)
and P. Bramley.

Front row left to right show
(Unknown) G. Hannah, G
Horner, T Bulliment, B
Crosby, I Bedenfield and T
Gray.
Memories, like photographs,
often fade with time, so can

you help us jog the memory
of one of our readers who
can't recall two members of
the team pictured?
If you know, please let us
know by emailing
crier@talk21.com.

CALLING  ALL  WALKERS
A walk will be held on
Wednesday, April 22nd, for
anyone interested in taking
advantage of some of the
beautiful local countryside.
The walk will take place from
10.00am until 4.00pm
meeting at the lay-by next to
Stanhope bridge (the B6278)
and walkers will be traversing
the lovely Weardale Way

with organiser Bill Gallon.
Walking boots are
recomended for the 13 mile
treck.
For anyone interested but
can't make it another walk is
organised for Sunday, April
26th. Headed by Michael
Jones the walk will begin at
Demesne Mill picnick area,
Upper Town, Wolsingham

and also starts at 10.00am
until 4.00pm.
Each walk costs £2.50 per
person and a packed will be
needed.

Call us on
01388

775896
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WEAR   VALLEY
DECORATING   CENTRE,

COUNDON
400 + lines of wallpapers

Top  brand  paints

Over 10,000 colours at
competitive prices.

Mon-Thurs: 8:00am - 5:00pm
Fri: 8:00am - 4:30pm
Sat: 9:00am - 1:00pm

Tel 01388 608144
www.wvdonline.co.uk

J.P. POTTLE
PLUMBING AND HEATING

Central Heating Installations and Repairs
Gas Servicing and Repairs

All aspects of plumbing work undertaken
No job too small.      20 Years Experience

Time served   FREE ESTIMATES   Corgi Registered

Tel: 07966 903564

All Aspects of Wall
and Floor Tiling

Undertaken .
Free Quotations.
Call Gary Andelin

Home: 01388 774276
Mob: 07515 104 031

gary.andelin@sky.com

Knight on
the Tiles RAMSEY'S

Joinery & Property
Maintenance

01388 77601201388 77601201388 77601201388 77601201388 776012
07919 15622107919 15622107919 15622107919 15622107919 156221

SHELVES, DOORS,
GATES, FENCING, FLAT

PACK  ASSEMBLY

NO  JOB  TOO  SMALL!!!
O.A.P.  DISCOUNTS!!!

NO  CALL OUT CHARGE!!!

UKRAINIAN  SINGERS
TO  PERFORM  AT  THE
METHODIST CHURCH

Shildon Methodist Church is
delighted to be holding an
evening of Ukrainian and
European Church Music and
Folk Songs with the Kiev
Singers at 7.00pm on Friday,
April 17th.
Admission to the event is
free, although an offering will
be taken at the end of the
evening for the charity ‘New
Beginnings.'
The Kiev Singers are a group
of professional Singers and
Musicians from Kiev in
Ukraine.
The concert comprises of
two parts with a 10 to 15
minute interval in between.
The first part is made up of
mostly spiritual Ukrainian
vocal and instrumental music
whilst the second part is a

miscellany of popular classics
and Ukrainian folk songs.
The singers dress in their
national costume for part of
the concert and bring along
their Ukrainian stringed
instrument, the Bandura.
Proceeds from the evening
will support the charity 'New
Beginnings', who has built a
foster home just outside Kiev.
This is a small U.K. based
charity doing big things with
'Children in Crisis', which aims
to improve the lives of
children around the world
affected by conflict,
deprivation, poverty or other
hidden crises, by working in
partnership with local
communities to provide
education, healthcare and
protection.

FREE TRIAL SESSION
With you local driving instructor

Stephen Dunn
Friendly,  Patient  Tuition,  Discounts  for  Block  Bookings
Discounts for Students,  Theory Test & Motorway Tuition

Pick up the phone and see

Phone: 01388 604628
E-mail:sdunn@uwclub.net

Mobile: 07967363776

K. A. ROOFLINES &
JOINERY SERVICES

TEL: 01388 777 796
MOB: 07921 669 372
~ UPVC Fascias, Soffits ~

& Guttering
~ Marbrex/Plastic Cladding ~

~ Loft Conversions ~
~ Staircases ~

~ Decking & Fencing ~
Time Served - Free Estimates

MARGOT'S  EASTER  CHICKS

Staff at Margot's hairdressers
in Church Street held
another of their famous
charity events last week
when they dressed as 'Neon
Easter Chicks'.
The girls aiming to raise
£1,000 for charity with their
fundraising efforts.
The shop staff have been
fundraising since 1982 by
organising raffles and fancy
dress days.
Previous themes for there
costumes have included

'Summer Holidays',
'Cowgirls' and 'Princesses,'
the latter of which saw them
dressed ballroom gowns.
All raffle prizes are
donations, so if anybody is
having a spring clear-out and
has anything suitable, it will
be gratefully received by the
staff at Margot's for their
fundraising efforts in 2009.
Shop owner, Thelma, said
fundraising is now part of
their everyday life at the
hairdressers, as they have

been doing it for so long and
countless charities have
benefited over the years.
She commented, "So many
organisations benefit from
our activities. It is really not
a hard task doing something
you really enjoy."
All the staff would like to say
a big 'thank you' to all of
their customers for their
generous donations
throughout the year, and to
all of the people who donated
raffle prizes.

Left to Right: Becky, Rachelle, Thelma (aka "The Boss"), Nikki and Bobbi.

A number of applications
for grant aid by local
organisations were passed at
a Council meeting, held on
Tuesday, April 14th.
The New Shildon All Saints'
Scouts, South Durham
Counselling Service, Shildon

Over 60's Club and the
Northern Citrines Juvenile
Jazz Band all received £50.
Grants of £25 were awarded
to Victim Support,
Learning Library and the
Great North Air
Ambulance.

COUNCIL  PROVIDES
GRANT  AID

Local police are appealing
for witnesses after a man
was attacked between Eldon
and Shildon.
The 25 year-old, who has
not been named, was
attacked by as many as eight
men on Friday, April 3rd,
on Eldon Bank Top.
The man, who is believed to
be from Eldon, was walking
home after visiting pubs in

Shildon.
He was taken to hospital,
where he received treatment
to wounds on his head and
hands.
Anyone with information
is asked to contact PC
Andrew Garside at Newton
Aycliffe Police Station on
0345-60-60-365 or
Crimestoppers on 0800-
555-111.

POLICE  APPEAL  FOR
WITNESSES  AFTER

ATTACK

If you have a special event coming up, such as
a family Birthday or Anniversary, why not put
it in the local paper? Classified's cost just 35p
per word, plus an optional £5.00 for a photo.

A Shildon woman has teamed
up with two of her friends to
form a local group in support
of Cancer Research UK.
All three of the women had
been affected by cancer, with
Sarah Latcham of Shildon
having lost a close friend,
Clair Pett, to breast cancer
aged just 39.

The group met at a child-
care centre in Bishop
Auckland, and they decided
that they did not want their
children to go through the
same things that they had
been through.
The group, The Bishop
Auckland Cancer Research
Committee, have been busy

SHILDON  WOMAN  SUPPORTS
CANCER  RESEARCH

planning fundraising events.
All of the money that the
three raise will stay in the
region.

It’s your own
Community Newspaper
Produced and read by

members of this
wonderful community


