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At the heart of our wonderful community

Chilton Primary School Mini Police helped Durham Constabulary to deliver presents to residents of Chilton Care Centre at Christmas. 

FERRYHILL 
COUNCILLOR 
HOLDS 
SURGERIES
COUNCILLOR PETER 
Atkinson will be holding two 
Durham County Council 
surgeries in January 2018.

The first will take place 
on Tuesday 9th, between 
6.30pm and 7.30pm at the 
Royal British Legion Club, 
Ferryhill Station, while 
the second will be held on 
Monday 22nd from 6pm to 
7pm at Ferryhill Town Hall.

Peter will be accompanied 
by Labour Ferryhill Town 
Councillors. 

“There is no need for 
an appointment, just pop 
in,” said Cllr Atkinson. “All 
matters will be treated with 
strict confidentiality. Please 
come along with any issues 
you may have.”

FULL STORY ON PAGE 3

AREA ACTION PARTNERSHIP MEET

POLICE STEP IN FOR SANTA

Issue No 861 Friday 5th January 2018

FULL STORY ON PAGE 5

WELCOME TO your new 
look Ferryhill & Chilton 
Chapter and Happy New 
Year to all our readers.

For the past few months 
we have been working 
double time to provide your 
weekly news while working 
on a project to refresh 
the look of the paper for 

the first time since we 
introduced colour a decade 
ago, in 2008.

 We will continue to bring 
you all the news and stories 
from your local community 
and, as always, welcome 
contributions from groups 
and inviduals. We hope you 
enjoy the new look!

A NEW CHAPTER FOR THE CHAPTER
RESIDENTS FROM 
Ferryhill, Chilton, Bishop 
Middleham and West 
Cornforth can find out 
how local issues are being 
tackled when the local 
area action partnership 
holds their next meeting.

The 4 Together 
Partnership will be holding 

their Board meeting on 
Wednesday 10th January 
2018, between 6.00pm and 
8.00pm, at Dean Bank & 
Ferryhill Literary Institute, 
and local people are invited 
to go along to observe 
proceedings.

led a visit to Chilton Care 
Centre.

They were joined by Mini 
Police from Chilton Primary 
School, PCSO Faye Callan 
and officers from Cleveland 
and Durham Specialist 
Operations Unit.

Mr Barton said: “This is 
the second year we have 
run our Give a Gift campaign 
and we’ve had a fantastic 
response. 

OFFICERS AND staff at 
Durham Constabulary 
stepped in for Santa 
before Christmas, to 
deliver presents to elderly 
care home residents.

As part of the force’s Give 
a Gift campaign, which is 
now in its second year, 
officers and staff donated 
500 presents throughout 
November and December. 

Local neighbourhood 

police teams, together with 
help from the Mini Police 
and police cadets, delivered 
gifts to elderly residents at 
ten different care homes 
across County Durham and 
Darlington in the run up to 
Christmas.

On Wednesday  20th 
December, Chief Constable 
Mike Barton and Police 
Crime and Victims’ 
Commissioner Ron Hogg 

“We know that Christmas 
can be a lonely time for 
many elderly residents 
across County Durham and 
Darlington, so we wanted 
to spread a little bit of 
festive cheer as the big day 
approaches. 

“Our neighbourhood 
police teams have done a 
brilliant job of organising 

SALE NOW ON!
SHILDON & DARLINGTON

ON SATURDAY 9th 
December the residents, 
staff and friends of 
Denehurst welcomed two 
very special guests, Mr 
John Lindsay, the Mayor of 
Ferryhill and Santa Claus.

Whilst the Mayor mingled 
and spoke to the residents, 
Santa - with his bag of 
presents and goodies - 
entertained the large number 
of children that were present.

The festivities were 
completed with a buffet 
meal, which was prepared 
and served by the staff 
and Friends of Denehurst 
Society.

SPECIAL 
GUESTS VISIT 
DENEHURST
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SEND US YOUR STORIES

If you have a story you 
would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
We are especially 
interested in good

news, be it personal 
achievements, local 

fundraising, community 
service or any other 

positive stories. Call us on 
01388 775896 or email 

chapter@swd.news

DISCLAIMER

The Ferryhill & Chilton 
Chapter cannot be

held responsible for 
advertisers offering
goods or services. 

As a general rule we would
advise anyone not to 
part with any money

until an order has been 
completed to your

full satisfaction. 
All information is correct,

to the best of our 
knowledge, at the time of

printing. 
The Ferryhill & Chilton 

Chapter accepts articles in
good faith and takes 
no responsibility for

errors and/or omissions.

Support your local 
community newspaper 

by mentioning the 
Ferryhill & Chilton Chapter 

when contacting 
advertisers.

For all the latest news from South West Durham visit: www.swd.news  •  Updated daily
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ServicesAcknowledgementsIn Memoriam

The first year 
without you

Audrey Kelly

Remembered with love, 
always, husband Gordon   

and  daughter Janet
xxx

30.12.2016

“Our Denise”
3.1.17

Your life was a blessing,
Your memory a treasure,

You are loved beyond 
words

And will be missed always 
and forever

Love always,
Margaret & Keith, Michael, 

Judith, Claire, David, Naiomi, 
Christopher, Kurt, 

Drew & Dane
xxxxx

Richardson

Love & miss you 
Aunty Nise

Luna
xx

Richardson

You would have loved me 
so, so much

Creed
xx

3rd Jan 2017

No verse can say
No flowers repay

What I lost one year today

Still loved, missed and 
remembered every day,

Your loving husband,
Alan

Denise Lynn 
Richardson

Jan 3rd 2017

Mam, one year ago we 
never got to say goodbye

Still loved and missed      
every day, son Carl & 

daughter-in-law Kirsty

Denise Lynn 
Richardson

Jan 3rd 2017

You never said you were 
leaving Denise,

You never said goodbye, 
You were gone before I 

knew it
And only God knows why

Rest in peace,
Missed always,

Eileen

Richardson

In Memoriam

3rd Jan 2017
Grandma knew what life 

was about, no one left her 
house without getting a 
kiss and a hug, without 

her saying I love you

Remembered always, 
Grandchildren Paige, 

Spencer, Faith, Will 
& Lee (Jnr)

Denise Lynn 
Richardson

Love and miss you always

From Marjorie, Joe & family
xx

Denise

January 9th 2007

A dear wife and mother

Greatly missed,
Joan & Lisa

Maureen McKenna

Ferryhill

“Those we love don’t go away, 
they walk beside us every day”

Ward

The family of the late Jean 
Ward would like to thank 
all relatives and friends 

for their sympathy, 
support & donations, of 
which £202 was raised 
for the Great North Air 

Ambulance. Special 
thanks to Dr Oakenfull 

and Jean’s carers for their 
kindness.
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There’s no such thing as bad 
weather, just the wrong clothing!
http://peakandfell.co.uk

For Sale

Full set of second 
hand golf clubs 
and trolley bag. 
Ideal for anyone 
wanting to start 
playing without 
spending 
too much. 
£30 ono.  
07515 552825
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 THE WORX
HAIR - BEAUTY - TANNING

5 Cobblers Hall, Newton Aycliffe. (01325) 308860
9 Main Street, Ferryhill. (01740) 652006

The Worx Hair Beauty Tanning Theworxhairbeautytanning Worxhairbeauty

AUTUMN WINTER TREATMENTS

NAIL EXTENSIONS £24
Full range of colours to choose from

GELISH FINGERS & GELISH TOES £28

PARTY LASHES & NAIL EXTENSIONS £34  
PARTY LASHES & SPRAY TAN (Sienna X) £25

SPRAY TAN (Sienna X) & NAIL EXTENSIONS £34
GELISH & SPRAY TAN (Sienna X) £25

HOT STONE MASSAGE FULL BODY £35
BACK NECK & SHOULDER MASSAGE £16

DERMALOGICA FACIAL £24

RUSSIAN 3D SEMI-PERMANENT LASHES
Lasts the full growth cycle of your natural lash

Full Set £35, In-fills £18 (every 2-3 weeks) 
Glue test required 48hrs before application

ELECTRICIAN
www.armstrong-electrics.co.uk

◊	 Fault	Finding	/	Repairs
◊	 Extra	Lights	and	Sockets
◊	 New	Fuse	Boards
◊	Rewires
◊	 P.A.T	Testing
◊	 Landlord	Inspections
◊	 Qualified	Electrician
◊	 Fully	Insured
◊	 Reliable	Service
◊	 Satisfaction	Guaranteed

I	WILL	ASSURE	YOU	OF	A	QUICK	
RESPONSE	AND	A	REASONABLY	

PRICED	SERVICE
Call	Gary	on:

01740	474050

Do	you	find	it	difficult	to	get	
someone	to	come	out	
and	do	a	small	job?

to Dean Bank Primary 
School. His working life 
began at Mainsforth 
Colliery, where he was 
employed for 21 years 
before it closed. He then 
found work at Blackhall, 
before moving on to 
Coulthards in 1969 before 
that too closed, which 
was a blessing in disguise 
as he was then hired by 
the Water Board as a 
chargehand, which he 
says was the best job he 
ever had.

Jean, 80, was born 
in Low Spennymoor 
and found her first job 
in her home town at 
Thorns. She worked there 
intermittently for around 
three decades before 
moving on to G.E.C, 
where she stayed for a 
few years.

After tying the knot 
Leslie and Jean lived in 
Newton Street, before 
moving to Cavendish 
Court and finally settling 

in The Garth five years 
ago.  

The couple have two 
sons, Leslie and Jeffrey, 
who both live in Ferryhill 
and have given the couple 
four grandchildren.

Les is an avid sports fan 
and in his earlier years 
loved to play football and 
would watch every match 
he could. He also enjoyed 
gardening.

Jean meanwhile was an 
avid dancer and would 
take to the dance floor 
six nights a week! She 
loves nothing more than 
a good game of bingo 
and is also a member of 
the popular DIDO club in 
Ferryhill.

The couple still enjoy 
a holiday in the sun, 
particularly Tenerife, and 
especially love to take 
trips with their family.

They celebrated their 
wonderful occasion with 
a meal at The Old Mill in 
Tursdale.

A FERRYHILL couple are 
celebrating their 60th 
year of marriage, after 
meeting on a weekend 
trip to Blackpool.

Leslie and Jean Hardy, 
of The Garth, Ferryhill, 
were married at St Paul’s 
Church in Spennymoor on 
28th December, 1957.

Their first encounter 
was instigated by Jean, 
who approached Leslie 
on the seaside bus 
trip and said, “It’s my 
birthday, why don’t you 
buy me a drink?” Being 
the gentleman he is, 
Les complied, but later 
discovered that it wasn’t 
her birthday after all! But 
Jean’s forward behaviour 
must have done the trick, 
as when they arrived 
back home Les organised 
a date for the following 
week, and the rest, as 
they say, is history.  

Eighty-four year-old 
Les was born in Kirk 
Merrington and went 

‘BIRTHDAY’ DRINK LEADS TO 
60 YEARS OF MARRIAGE

Leslie and Jean Hardy celebrated their Diamond Wedding Anniversary with Ferryhill mayor, Cllr John Lindsay.

The Board will be 
receiving an update 
presentation at the meeting 
from the Police, Crime & 
Victims’ Commissioner 
in relation to the police 
precept consultation, and a 
Care Navigation update. 

People can raise any local 
neighbourhood or policing 
issues that they would like 

the Board to address, these 
should ideally be put in 
writing and sent in advance.

If you would like to 
register to attend the 
Board meeting, call 03000 
267210, or email fouraap@
durham.gov.uk   

The 4 Together 
Partnership is one of 14 
Area Action Partnerships 
set up by Durham County 
Council in 2009.

FERRYHILL & CHILTON AAP
FROM PAGE 1

ON FRIDAY 12th January, 
St Luke’s Parish Centre 
will be a showing 
the ‘funtastic’ movie 
Despicable Me 3. Tickets 
are 50p, which includes 
snacks, and places can be 
booked with Vicar Gary 
by calling 01740 655232. 
Doors will open at 6pm.

In this 3rd film of the 
series, Gru meets his 
long-lost charming, 
cheerful, and more 

successful twin brother 
Dru, who wants to team 
up with him for one last 
criminal heist.

The bar will be open 
and there will be fun and 
games in the interval. 
A spokesperson for the 
church said, “Fancy dress 
is optional! Previous film 
nights have proved to be 
very popular so we urge 
everyone to book early for 
this fun, family film”.

FILM NIGHT AT ST LUKE’S
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Grounds Maintenance Contract - Expressions of Interest Invited
Chilton Town Council is currently inviting expressions of interest to tender from suitable 
qualified contractors for its grounds maintenance contract for a period of 3 years, with an 
option (Councils discretion) to extend a further 2 years commencing 1 April 2018.  Contract 
specifications will include Grass Cutting, Hedge Cutting, Football Pitch Preparation, Cemetery 
burials and records, Tennis Courts, Bowling Green, Litter & Dog Faeces Collection, Minor 
Tree Works, Drains & Ditches, Hard Surfaces, Shrub Beds & Borders, bus shelter cleaning, 
daily inspections of 5 play areas, multiuser games area skate park and erection of Christmas 
trees, motifs and dismantling. All works subject to change at the Council’s discretion.

Those seriously interested can contact the Paul Gray, Town Clerk on 01388 
721788 or email:townclerk@chiltondurham-tc.gov.uk and are welcome to 
visit these Council offices for an informal tour of the sites involved. 
 
This is a 2-stage process. In the first stage, interested contractors will be asked 
to fill out a Pre-Qualification Questionnaire for return by Tuesday 16th January 
2018 from which a short-list will be drawn up.  In the second stage, the shortlisted 
suppliers will be invited to respond to an invitation to tender (ITT) which will include 
full specifications.  The tenders are then evaluated and the contract awarded.
 
The timetable is as follows:
 

Closing date to express interest:                    16th January 2018
Short list compiled and tender                                                                       
documents sent out:                             w/c Monday 22nd January 2018
Sealed bids to be submitted by:           Friday 9th February 2018 12.00 noon  
Those selected will be invited for interview 20th February 2018 and the 
contract will be awarded by the Town Council in March 2018.

of local councillors and 
Durham County Council’s 
Durham Savers project. 

The credit union 
collection point has been 
a vital service, giving 
people access to an ethical 
banking service that aims 
to get to the heart of the 
community and help people 
save and borrow safely and 
sensibly.

Moving to the town 
centre, will make it much 
easier for people to access 

the credit union. 
The library’s facilities are 

modern and accessible, 
giving local people a much 
more welcoming and 
convenient environment to 
conduct their business, on 
a Thursday morning.

Cllr Carl Marshall, Durham 
County Council’s Cabinet 
member for economic 
regeneration, said:  “Over 
the last three years NEFirst 

SAVERS IN Ferryhill and 
Chilton can now access 
a vital service close to 
home after the NEFirst 
credit union moved 
its service point into 
Newton Aycliffe Library. 

NEFirst Credit Union is a 
not-for-profit organisation 
that offers community 
focussed banking services 
such as savings and loans, 
and has been in Newton 
Aycliffe for the last three 
years with the support 

CU COLLECTION POINT RELOCATES
Credit Union users can now access the service from the library in Newton Aycliffe. 

Thanks to the Old Mill
I would like to say a very big ‘thank you’ to Mrs. Lene Saliki, 
Landlady of The Old Mill Hotel at Tursdale, and son Anders for 
their invaluable help in arranging the ‘guess the name of the 
teddy bear’ competition, held recently at the hotel. 
A cheque for £167 has been sent to the PDSA - People’s 
Dispensary For Sick Animals - and further donations have 
increased that to £200 and a so cheque for £33 has also been 
sent. 
This is a fantastic total and I would also like to thank the rest of 
the team at The Old Mill Hotel and all customers who donated. 

Geoff Gregg and Patch my dog, Tursdale. 

Letters to the Editor...
Email: chapter@swd.news stating ‘Letter’ in the subject line.
Write to: Letters, Ferryhill & Chilton Chapter, 3-4 First Floor 
Offices, Shildon Town Council, Shildon DL14 8JP.
All letters (including emails) must include the writer’s name, 
address, postal code and contact number and may be edited.
The maximum length for letters is 200 words.

Attention all cyclists!
Following complaints regarding issues with cyclists around the 
village can we just remind you of the law surrounding your 
pedal bike:
You MUST obey traffic signs and traffic lights when riding your 
bike.  It is an offence to wilfully ride your bike on a footpath 
made for pedestrians.
It is an offence to ride your bike under the influence of alcohol 
and only ONE person on a bike at a time unless it has an 
attached child seat.
Please be careful and think of your safety as well as others.

Ferryhill Beat Team.

Motorcycle adventure to John O’Groats
My friend Herby German 
recently showed me a 
photograph of himself and 
close friend Bill Grey, taken 
some 51 years ago and he 
related the following story 
which your readers may find 
amusing.
In the summer of 1966 the 
two intrepid travellers set 
off on Bill’s BSA Bantam to 
cover the 434 miles from 
Chilton to John O ‘Groats. 
The adventure lasted 5 days 
in total, which was no mean 
feat for a 175cc machine 
carrying rider, pillion, tent 
and sleeping equipment. 
The trip was not without 
incident, as they got a 
puncture in the rear tyre and 
they both ended up in a ditch, resulting in Herby paying a visit 
to Thurso Hospital with an injured foot. 
The swelling was so bad he had to cut his Wellington boot to 
enable him to get his foot in and continue the journey. Whilst 
calling at a garage to fill up with petrol and 2 stroke oil, the 
attendant inadvertently filled the tank completely with 2 
stroke oil! 
The lads eventually completed their trip safely and in one 
piece.

Brian Ward.

S CRABTREE
Digital Aerials Fitted

Digi Aerials, DAB
Sky, Freesat

No Hidden Charges.
No Extra For Cable Used.

I Will Beat Any 
Written Quote, Plus 
Network Your House 

& Tune In
Ferryhill based

0797 997 1541

Out of hours call available 
Call	Neil	on:

M:	07882	233	219		
Tel:	01740	656166

NC PLUMBING 
SERVICES

All plumbing requirements undertaken
From a drip to a full bathroom refit.

Complete Bathroom specialist,
Full tiling and wall cladding service,

Full Power Flush Service.
Central heating problems repaired.

No job too small

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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THERE WILL be a Whist 
and Domino Drive in the 
Community Centre at 
Kirk Merrington at 2pm 
on Saturday 6th January. 
Entrance is £2 which 
includes refreshments. 
Everyone is welcome.

DOMINO DRIVE

the visits, and I know 
they have loved meeting 
everyone on their travels. 

“These visits have also 
given us opportunity to 

remind the residents that 
we are here for them, 
should they need us.”   

Mr Hogg said: “I am 
very proud of the staff 
for all their efforts, as 
more than 500 presents 

have been donated which 
is a fantastic gesture 
and the true spirit of 
Christmas.

“The Mini Police have 
done a fabulous job 
in helping, and many 

of them have become 
quite emotional at the 
realisation that many 
residents have lost 
loved ones and may not 
get to receive gifts at 
Christmas.”

MINI POLICE BRING FESTIVE CHEER
Mini Police helped Durham Constabulary to deliver presents to elderly care home residents at Christmas. 

FROM PAGE 1

COMING SOON... a 
very special community 
event, but Approach 
Too need your help.

The group are looking 
for anyone who would 
like a chance to perform 
in front of an audience to 
get in touch. 

If you can sing, 
dance, tell a joke, play 
an instrument, or are 
part of a choir, band 
or duo, email glenys@
approachtoo.uk.

Glenys said, “Young or 
old, we need your help. 
This is your chance to 
shine in your community.”

TALENT NEEDED!

TENLANDS CARE Home 
on Wood Lane, Ferryhill, 
holds a coffee morning 
on the last Thursday 
of each month from 
10am till 12 noon.  

Entrance is just £1 for 
coffee / tea and cake, 
along with a free raffle 
ticket. 

The first coffee morning 
of the new year will take 
place on Thursday 25th 
January in the ‘top lounge’, 
which staff say is a very 
comfortable environment. 

Tenlands are also offering 
a free Sunday lunch for 
those who normally eat 
on their own or who don’t 
see people from one day to 
another. “Here at Tenlands 
we have experienced 
staff who will make you 
welcome and serve you 
a delicious home cooked 
Sunday Roast,” said a 
spokesperson. 

Anyone interested in 
taking up the kind offer 
should simply call 01740 
657201 to book a place.

COFFEE MORNING AT TENLANDS

at Mainsforth Community 
Centre and regularly 
put on excellent quality 
productions.

“Does your child have 
a passion for performing 

arts? If so, get in touch with 
Chance Drama Today!” said 
a spokesperson.

For more information, 
contact Darcy on 
07598674718.

CHANCE DRAMA in 
Ferryhill are currently 
recruiting children, 
aged 7 and above.

The group delivers acting, 
singing and drama lessons 

DRAMA GROUP NOW RECRUITING!
If your child has a passion for performing arts then this is the group for them. Photo: Chance Drama.

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

Andrew’s Roofing
The complete roofing service
New Roofs - Flat Roofs - Repairs

Slating & Tiling - Felting 
and Pointing

UPVC, Gutters, Fascias, Soffits 
& Flat Roofing Specialist

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

New Roofs, Slating, 
Tiling, Felt Roofs etc.

For all your 
roofing needs
Contact Lee

L & L Roofing Services

Mobile: 07970 381075
Home: 01740 653750

NEED	A	VAN?
JOHN’S	VAN
LIGHT	REMOVALS

ANYTHING	MOVED	
FROM	£10	|	LICENSED	
WASTE	CARRIER

01388	818286
07914	032280

HOUSE TO RENT

Raby Road, Ferryhill
Enclosed front 
& rear gardens. 

Excellent location.
£120 per week

Tel: 07983 948 474

We Are Here

Safe • Clean • Dry
Flexible Terms • Drive up Units 
Fire, Flood & Intruder Alarms

CCTV • 7 Days Access

St Helen Auckland
Bishop Auckland 
DL14 9AD

Book Now: 01388 207 222
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Heating & 
Plumbing Services

Gas Safe Registered
Boiler Servicing

Repairs 
Upgrades

All Plumbing & Gas Work
Free Quotes

Phone Paul on
07967 679 998
Ferryhill Based

SILVERCABS

07549 634 441

Local Driver
Anytime, Anywhere
Hospitals, Doctors, 

Airports, Train Station, 
Holidays, Shopping

TAXIS

CERVICAL SCREENING 
(smear tests) prevent 
75% of cervical cancers 
from developing, yet the 
number of women who 
actually have a test when 
invited for one is falling. 

Cervical Cancer 
Prevention Week, starting 
on Monday 22nd January, 
aims to change this, and 
Healthwatch County 
Durham are linking up with 
the campaign by asking 
for women’s experiences 
of attending – or choosing 
not to attend – cervical 
screening in County Durham. 

“Our aim is to reduce 
barriers to women having 
this potentially life-saving 

test,” said a spokesperson. 
The overall theme of the 

prevention week is “Reduce 
your risk”. 

Other ways you can reduce 
your risk of cervical cancer 
as well as attending cervical 
screening include:
• Knowing the symptoms 

of cervical cancer and 
seeking medical advice if 
experiencing any;

• Having the HPV 
vaccination if aged 11-18;

• Knowing where to find 
support and further 
information.
You can take part in their 

survey by visiting www.
healthwatchcountydurham.
co.uk.

REDUCING THE RISKS OF 
CERVICAL CANCER

DURHAM COUNTY Council 
is once again offering 
a collection service for 
real Christmas trees. 

Bookings for collection 
can be made using the real 
Christmas tree removal 
form at durham.gov.uk or 
by calling 03000 260 000 
before Sunday 7th January.

Real Christmas trees can 

also be taken to any of the 
council’s Household Waste 
Recycling Centres (HWRC). 

Anyone visiting a HWRC 
in a van, pick-up, mini-bus 
or towing a trailer will need 
to apply for a permit in 
advance by calling 03000 
260 000 or visiting ‘Garden 
and mixed waste permits’ 
online.

CHRISTMAS TREE RECYCLING

dementia and those who 
care for people with a 
severe mental impairment, 
such as Alzheimer’s, 
may also be eligible for a 
discount or exemption.

Students are also exempt 
from paying council tax, 
while those aged over 18 
who are the sole resident 
in a property are entitled 
to a 25 per cent single 
occupier discount.

Universal Credit 
claimants are reminded 
that they need to make a 
separate claim to Durham 
County Council if they are 
having difficulty paying 
council tax, as this isn’t 
included in the housing 
costs element of the new 
Universal Credit system.

Cllr Jane Brown, Durham 
County Council’s Cabinet 
member for social 
inclusion, said: “These 
discounts and exemptions 
are designed to take 
the pressure off those 
who may be in difficult 
circumstances, and we’re 
very keen for those eligible 
to get in touch.

“Council tax discounts 
and exemptions are an 
entitlement and we want 
to ensure that everyone 
who is eligible receives 
this support.”

To find out more about 
the range of council tax 
discounts and exemptions 
available, call 03000 260 
000 or visit www.durham.
gov.uk/counciltax.

RESIDENTS OF County 
Durham are being 
reminded that a wide 
range of council tax 
discounts are available 
for those in special 
circumstances.

Homes which include 
someone with severe 
physical disabilities could 
be eligible for reductions 
and carers can also be 
excluded when calculating 
council tax depending on 
the circumstances.

Care leavers under 25 
who pay council tax or 
who live with someone 
who pays council tax are 
able to reduce the amount 
they pay by applying for a 
discretionary reduction.

People living with 

RESIDENTS REMINDED OF 
COUNCIL TAX DISCOUNTS

There are a range of council tax discounts and exemptions available for those with special circumstances.

This  week  in  History

Rose Heilbron becomes 
the first female judge to 
sit at the Old Bailey in 
London, England.

4 January 1972

Construction of the 
Golden Gate Bridge 
begins in San Francisco 
Bay.

5 January 1933

Mother Teresa arrives in 
Calcutta, India, to begin 
her work among India’s 
poorest and sick people.

6 January 1929

The first transatlantic 
telephone service is es-
tablished from New York 
City to London.

7 January 1927

An unsuccessful slave 
revolt is led by Charles 
Deslondes in St. Charles 
and St. James, Louisiana.

8 January 1811

British Prime Minister 
Sir Anthony Eden resigns 
from office following his 
failure to retake the Suez 
Canal from Egyptian sov-
ereignty.

9 January 1957
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MEIKLES	SOLICITORS
8 North Street, Market Place, Ferryhill

Telephone : 01740 652811
Email : ferryhillreception@

meikles-solicitors.co.uk
FOR	ALL	LEGAL	MATTERS

Accident and Injury Claims – Employment
House Sales & Purchases – Wills and Probate

Child Care Cases – Matrimonial – Crime
Established	over	75	years

Imprinted Concrete, 
Driveways & Patios

Full landscaping specialists
Fencing / Decking

Contact Ryan for a FREE 
no obligation quote

07402 716618

Domestics Direct 
AppliAnce repAirs

Washing Machines, Tumble 
Dryers, Electric Cookers, 

Vacuum Cleaners, Dish Washers

free locAl cAll out

Call Darren
Daytime: 07949 905 581
Evening: 01388 721 882

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

FERRYHILL ROOFING 
CONTRACTORS LTD

For all aspects of roofing

- New roofs - roof repairs - 

slating - felt roofs etc.

Contact Trevor Elsdon on

01388 420152 
or  0788 788 6558

poetry corner
Hungry Seagulls

By Gordon Harris, Ferryhill

Appearing from nowhere out of the blue
Seagulls gather as though they knew

It was time for the trawler to haul in its net
Soon food in abundance will surface the wet

Razor sharp bills and talons extended
Skwarking crescendo noisily blended

They swirl above then dive and swoop
To dine on fishes escaping the loop

Knowing the fishermen will soon gut their catch
Disposing of entrails over the side dispatched

Cleaned cod going into ship’s hatch

Dazzling white weather and bright shining eye
Circling, gliding above the sky

Following the fleet back to harbour port
A sorry tale I must now report

Changing their taste from wet fish to battered
Stealing from un-warey tourist lips

And developing a new taste for fish ‘n’ chips
You might from child also hear a scream

“Dad, that seagull has pinched my ice cream!”

Port authorities post up a notice
Don’t feed the gulls, they plead

But isn’t it a pity the seagull cannot read

DURHAM COUNTY Council 
and partners have been 
reviewing the pharmacies 
and GP dispensaries in 
the area to see if they 
are sufficient to meet 
everyone’s health needs. 
This is something they 
do every three years 
and this time they have 

concluded that existing 
services are sufficient 
for 2018-21. But do you 
agree? Or do you think more 
services are required? 

You can have your say 
until 26th January by visiting 
the ‘Have Your Say’ section 
of the council’s website at 
www.durham.gov.uk.

ARE YOU HAPPY WITH YOUR 
PHARMACY SERVICES?

 Peter Sixsmith who 
attends West Cornforth 
Slimming World and has 
lost 3st 3lbs, said: “Like 
most men, I thought 
slimming clubs were for 
women and expected to be 
eating nothing but salad. 
But the minute I walked 
through the door I realised 
that nothing could have 
been further from the truth. 
I was made very welcome. 

“There’s a real mix of 
people – men and women 
of all ages - and we have a 
great time. 

“Instead I’ve learned how 
to cook healthier versions 
of my favourite meals, 

such as Sunday dinner, 
curries and a new love of 
vegetarian food and every 
week at we share new 
recipes and handy tips.”

Slimming World 
Consultant Tina Leigh 
Brydon, who runs the group 
in West Cornforth says: 
“Even though men tend 
to be more nervous when 
they first join, they are 
actually some of the most 
successful slimmers. 

“Men tend to have more 
muscle mass than women 
do and as muscle uses up 
energy it means that men 
often lose weight a little 
faster than women.”

A SLIMMING club might be 
thought of as a woman’s 
world but eleven local 
men are celebrating after 
losing weight at their local 
Slimming World group. 

The men, aged 12 to 
78 years all attend West 
Cornforth Slimming World  
and have lost a total weight 
of 24.5 stone between 
them. 

But best of all, they’ve 
done that without giving 
up their favourite foods 
and still tuck into curries, 
steaks, burgers, roast 
dinners, fry-ups, and fish 
and chips, even enjoying 
the odd glass of beer too. 

SIZE DOES MATTER FOR 
MALE SLIMMERS

Before and after: Slimmer, Peter Sixsmith has lost 3st, 3lb. Photos: Slimming World, West Cornforth.

Chilton	Town	Council

*Members of the public are invited to participate in these meetings
**Members of the public may attend these meetings

	Finance	&	Planning	-	 6.00pm
	 Full	Council	-		 6.30pm

Next Meetings: Tuesday 9th January
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Sport and News

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01740 623333
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE
FREE

MEASURE & FITTING 

buy direct from the 
factory and save

www.siestablinds.com

Grass cutting and garden 
maintenance, with over 200 

lawns cut locally with an 
average price of just £6.50

Patios, Drives and Fencing
For a Free  

No Obligation Estimate call  
John Paul Elsdon on 

077030 10042

34, Gordon Terrace
Ferryhill DL17 8AU

Ground
Dezign

TERRY  STEPHENSON  & SONS
- UNDERTAKERS -

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST.

COMPLETE FUNERAL SERVICE ARRANGED & 
PERSONALLY DIRECTED BY TERRY.

Golden Charter Funeral Plans

Tel: 651350
Mobile: 0777 4704739

1B DUNNING ROAD, FERRYHILL.

Established 1845

ON THURSDAY 21st 
December, local fund 
raising group, the Ferryhill 
Six were delighted to hand 
over a cheque for £1,000 to 
the children and volunteers 
of the North East Disability 
Swim Club (NEDSC), 
based at Freeman’s Quay 
Leisure Centre in Durham. 

Children come from all 
over North East to access 
this valuable resource, 

which is dedicated to 
promoting competitive 
swimming for swimmers of 
all disabilities in the North 
East of England whilst 
teaching individuals to 
swim confidently and safely.

NEDSC was established 
in 2010 and since then 
has had members who 
have gone on to achieve 
significant success. 

Some swimmers have 

gone on to represent Great 
Britain, with many achieving 
success in national, regional 
and local competitions.

A spokesperson for the 
Ferryhill Six said: “Over the 
last year we have raised 
£3,250 and it is thanks to 
our customers that we have 
managed this.

“We would also like 
to thank those people 
who have contributed by 

donating fruit to enable 
us to create the jams and 
chutneys we sell on our 
stall.

“We will continue to  sell 
our wares as long as we 
can, helping those in need 
of funds.

“We would like to wish 
you all a very Happy New 
Year and we look forward 
to seeing you all again in 
2018 .”

FERRYHILL SIX MAKE A SPLASH
The Ferryhill Six hand over a cheque for £1,000 to the North East Disability Swim Club. Photo courtesy of Anne Dawbney.

FERRYHILL CELTIC’S first 
game of the New Year will 
be a local derby at home 
in the Durham County 
Sunday Cup Third Round 
against Chilton WMC on 
Sunday 7th January with 
kick off at 10.30am.

Celtic will be out for 
revenge after the sides met 
in the league in August with 
Chilton winning narrowly at 
home by 2-1.

A spokesperson for the 
club said: “The committee 
and players of Ferryhill 
Celtic hope all our 
supporters have enjoyed a 
happy Christmas and look 
forward to a joyful, happy 
and prosperous New Year.”

HEALTHWATCH 
COUNTY Durham offer 
a dedicated Signposting 
and Information service 
for people wanting 
more information about 
their local health and 
social care services. 

In 2017, they helped more 
than 200 people and are 
ready to help you in 2018 
too. Whatever your query or 
comment, however big or 
small, they all matter. 

Whether you want to 
register with a new GP 
practice or dentist, or find 
out where your nearest 
local support group is, 
they can help you find the 
services you need. 

Call freephone on 0800 
304 7039.

CELTIC READY 
TO KICK OFF THE 
NEW YEAR WITH 
CUP DERBY

STRUGGLING TO 
FIND HEALTH OR 
SOCIAL CARE 
SERVICES?

have helped many people 
save, but also borrow 
at a fair interest rate, so 
avoiding the high cost 
payday and doorstep 
lenders who charge much 
more in interest. 

“For example, a year-
long loan of £500 from a 

long established high-
cost lender, could cost 
borrowers over £400 in 
interest, whereas through 
NEFirst Credit Union, the 
total cost of the loan would 
only be £49 in interest.

“With these high cost 
lenders and weekly 
payment stores still over 
used in the region, the 

credit union is a welcome 
service; helping people to 
avoid getting into deeper 
debt.”

“When money is saved 
into the credit union, that 
money can be used to help 
people in the community 
borrow at a fair interest 
rate. 

“Any profit or surplus 

the organisation makes 
during the financial year is 
shared with members as a 
dividend.”

NEfirst is regulated by 
The Bank of England and 
like high street banks, 
savings are protected under 
the Financial Services 
Compensation Scheme (up 
to £85,000).

CREDIT UNION COLLECTION POINT RELOCATES
FROM PAGE 4


