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Rents from £60.06; No bond required; Comprehensive 
Repair Service; 24-Hour Customer Service Help Line; 
Welfare Benefit Advice; Dedicated Housing and 
Maintenance Patch Officer; Up to £150 furniture 
package provided by County Durham Furniture 
Scheme.

Two-bed  houses for 
rent in the Dean Bank 

area of Ferryhill

If you are interested in being rehoused by a reputable 
Social Landlord please contact Customer Services on 

08000 461 452 

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01740 623333
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE
FREE

MEaSuRE & FITTINg 
buy direct from the 
factory and save

www.siestablinds.com

FERRYHILL  CATHOLIC CLUB
Tel: 01740  652697

£1.00 Cover Charge 

Sat, 23rd February

       Admission For Members and Bona Fide Guests.

Excellent Vocal Entertainer
“Ricky Dixon”

Residents  to  receive 
new  bus  passes

80,000 people in County 
Durham will shortly receive 
their new concessionary 
bus passes from Durham 
County Council.
Passes which were issued 
when the scheme was first 
launched five years ago 
are about to expire and 
the new passes will entitle 
people to another five 
years of free and conces-
sionary travel. To make the 
transition as seamless as 
possible, Durham County 
Council will automatically 
send out new passes to all 
80,000 eligible residents 
from February 18. 
The council has taken steps 
to check its records before 
re-issuing the passes but 
if residents have moved 
house or changed their 
personal details they are 
asked to call the council’s 
Bus Pass Hotline on 03000 
268667. 
If residents receive a pass 
which is incorrect or no 
longer required, or if they 
are entitled to a pass but 

haven’t received one by 
March 18, they should 
contact the council on the 
number above.
Cllr Neil Foster, Cabinet 
member for economic 
regeneration, said: “The 
council is committed to 
putting its residents first so 
we are delighted that the 
renewal scheme will see 
people receiving their new 
bus pass without having to 
leave their house or even 
complete a form.”
Under the English National 
Concessionary Bus Travel 
Scheme, the council issues 
travel passes to people 
over 60 or with certain 
disabilities, which entitles 
them to free travel or 
concessions on local bus 
services. 
In County Durham, pass 
holders can also get half 
price travel on certain 
local train services.
Further information about 
the process is available at 
www.durham.gov.uk/bus-
passrenewal.

Pauline Chambers, chief 
executive of Sedgefield 
and District CAB, says 
she’s seeing levels of 
hardship not seen in 21 
years.
Mrs Chambers, speaking 
at one of MP Phil Wilson’s 

welfare surgeries this 
week, has issued a stark 
warning that things will 
only get worse.
She says that CAB 
telephone enquiries 
have increased by 100% 
in the last two months; 

that requests for help 
expected to further 
increase; that people are 
struggling to pay for basic 
food and utilities and that 
poverty levels are on the 
up.
Mr Wilson, the Labour 
MP for Sedgefield, pulled 
together a number of 
agencies to help local 
people in his constituency 
to cope with more hard-
hitting welfare reform 
cuts due in April.
A number of people 
sought advice from social 
housing provider livin, 
Durham County Council’s 
Welfare Rights Service, 
the Durham County Credit 
Union and CAB at St Luke’s 
Church Hall in Ferryhill on 
Monday 18th February.
Mrs Chambers says the 
surgeries were useful 
for them to engage with 
people who are struggling.
“We're being inundated 
with more and more 
enquiries and it's 
becoming increasingly 
difficult to cope with that 
demand,” she said.
“As a result we're more 

Ferryhill  welfare  surgeries  
highlight  hardship  levels

Phil Wilson MP pictured at one of the welfare surgeries he has been holding in the constituency.

Continued, back page.
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Lily Gargett

Never forgotten,
Joe, Marie, Stephen, Julie, 

Mick & family

23.2.09
Those we love
Don’t go away

They walk beside us
Every day

Unseen, unheard
But always near

Still loved and missed
And very dear

Hazel Rayner

Lynne, Bev & family

12th February 2012
We love and miss you

Aaron Robinson

Happy 18th Birthday

Love Mam, David & family

21.2.1995

18!

Hannah Ball

Love Mam, Dad & Loui
xxx

26th February
Happy Birthday

Not sweet 16 anymore!

Daniel Taylor

Happy 21st Birthday

All our love, Mam, Dad, 
Rachel & all the family

xx
(Please vote for the new 

look on Facebook!)

February 22nd

21!

Jimmy Dormer

We did not know that 
morning

That God would call your 
name

The shock was so sudden
The blow severe

Little did you know
Your end was near

God bless you, 
Until we meet again, 

Your loving Wife Kathleen, 
Son Peter and Sue and 

Grandchildren PJ, Joe & Tom
xxxxx

I miss you so much

79 Brancepeth Road, 
Ferryhill, 22.02.2006

In Memory of my 
Dear Husband

It was so sudden, Jim did 
not suffer, thank God. 

I never would have gotten 
through it, only for my dear 

Son Peter, and Sue. 
He was a brick and he was 

broken hearted, as he 
idolised his Dad.

Thank God we had such a 
happy life together and 
were able to celebrate 
our Golden Wedding 

Anniversary. Not many 
can say that.

Angela Strange

Love and miss you so much 
Angela,

Mam & Dad
xx

21st February 2012
Our Precious Daughter

This first year without you
Has been difficult to bear
It still seems unbelievable

So cruel and so unfair

A light from our family is 
gone

A voice we loved is still
A vacant place within our 

hearts
No-one can ever fill

Among our tears and 
heartache

One thing makes us glad
That you chose us Angela
To be your Mam and Dad

Of all the gifts in life
However great or small
To have had you as our 

Daughter
Was the greatest gift of all

Angela Strange

Dancing with the Angels 
now Babe, luv always,

Vicky

21st February 2012
My Beautiful Sister

Can’t believe it’s been a 
year since you left us. 
Don’t know how our 

family has got through 
without you. Your memory 

will live on in my heart 
forever. Losing you was like 

losing part of myself.

Angela Strange

Think of you every day, lots 
of love, Nana, Aunty 
Carole, Uncles Colin, 

Roland, Andrew, their 
partners & families

Died 21st February 2012
To live in the hearts that 

love you is not to die

Angela Strange

Love you always,
Loving Husband Leigh 
and loving Son Niall

February 21st 2012
We think of you in silence

We often speak your name
But all we have are 

memories
And your picture in a frame

Your resting place we visit
And put flowers there 

with care
But no-one knows the 

heartache
As we turn and leave you 

there

Angela Strange

Thinking of you always,
Allan, Mary, Marie, Jeff, 

Kevin, Kirsty & Nephews & 
Neice. Also friend Kay.

February 21st 2012
Peacefully sleeping

Resting at last
The world’s weary troubles

And trials are past

In silence she suffered
In patience she bore

Till God called her home
To suffer no more

Angela Strange

All our love,
Colin, Clare, Ella & Jay

xxxx

February 21 2012 come 
with sadness and pain, this 
day of the month we will 

never forget. In our hearts 
and memories Ang, you 

will always stay as a special 
friend. Remembered and 

missed each and every day.

Birthday Memories

Jean Rothwell

Love from Jason & family
xx

Remembering a dearly 
loved Mam & Grandma

Your Birthday we cannot 
share

But in our hearts
You are always there

Jean Rothwell

Isobel
xx

Treasured loving memories 
of my dear Sister, Jean

Always in my thoughts 
and in my heart

Jean Rothwell
21st February

Thinking of you on your 
Birthday

Jean Rothwell

Love Margaret
x

21st February
Happy Birthday my friend

Miss you every day

Birthdays

Loved and 
remembered 

always, Frank, Gary, 
Estee, Leah & Kaitlyn

xxx

Ryan Lee Simmons

Happy 16th Birthday Son
We are really proud of the 

fine young man you are 
turning into

All our love,
Mam & Christian

xxx

24.2.97

Need to contact The 
Chapter about a 
Classified?
T: (01388) 775 896
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Acti-Slim Platinum
1 week supply £14.95 
4 weeks supply £39.95 
6 weeks supply £49.95

THE WORX HAIR BEAUTY TANNING
9 Main Street, Ferryhill (01740 652006)

5 Cobblers Hall, Newton Aycliffe (01325 308860
Find us on Facebook: Theworx Hairbeautytanning

Special Offer
Buy 180 mins Vibro Plate & 
100mins Sunbed for £30

Vibro-Plates
180mins: £20

MOVING A THING?
From £14. Call Phil.

Phone 01325 321084 
or 07790 509925

Services

Discuss any of the stories or 
articles from The Chapter at 

The North East Forum
www.neforum2.co.uk/smf

Property
Large three bed family house 

for rent in Newton Street, 
Ferryhill available. Good 

neighbours, quiet area. Big 
deposit not required.
Call 07921 214 180

Classifieds
All about local people ...

Birthdays

Ryan Lee Simmons

Happy 16th Birthday Fred

Love from your carer
(Nana)

xxx

24.2.97

Ryan Lee Simmons

Love your little Sis
xxx

Happy 16th Birthday 
Father O’Ryan

Ryan Lee Simmons

Love from Ceri
xxx

Happy 16th Birthday Ry

Matthew Barnish

Congratulations on 
your 21st Birthday

We are so very proud of you

All our love, Mum & Dad
xxx

25th February

21!

Matthew Barnish

Lots of love, 
Auntie Pearl, Uncle Stephen, 

Kyle, Alex & Jade
xxx

25th February
Congratulations to a special 

Nephew on your 
21st Birthday

Birthdays

Matthew Barnish

With loads of love from 
Grandma & Granda

God Bless
xx

Ferryhill - 25th February
Congratulations to a special 

Grandson on your 
21st Birthday

Layton David Pick

Happy 3rd Birthday to our 
gorgeous Grandson

Love Nanna & Grandad
xxx

Chelsea Lawson

Lots of love, Dad, Kendra, 
Demi & Britney

x

Happy 16th Birthday

Layton Pick

Wishing a very Happy 3rd 
Birthday to our gorgeous boy

We love you millions,
Mammy, Daddy & Nicole

xxxx

Birthdays

Jackhuahua Puppies

Gorgeous Jackhuahua 
puppies (Jack Russell / 
Chihuahua) ready now. 
Two bitches, £250, three 
dogs, £200. Wormed and 
vet checked. Mother and 
father both have a lovely 
temperament as do pups.
 

Call 07515 552 824.

For Sale

CLASSIFIED FORM:

Post or hand this form into:
3-4 First Floor Offices, Town Council Building, 
Civic Hall Square, Shildon, DL4 1AH.

OCCASION: (Please tick)
 Birthday   Obituary
 Anniversary   For Sale
 Birth   To Let
 Congratulations  Services
 Appreciations  Other (state):
 Memoriam   .....................

Number of separate messages:..............
Message(s): Please write in clear BLOCK CAPITALS and continue on a 
   separate piece of paper if necessary

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

Total number of words = ............
Photograph included? (£6) Yes        No
(if yes, please include a stamped addressed envelope if you would like your picture returning)

Amount (x35p): ..........................
Total: ..........................................
Name: ........................................................................................
Address: .....................................................................................
...................................................................................................
Contact number: ........................................................................

              
         

 Chapter
 Ferryhill
 & Chilton
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Steetley Dolomite Limited THRISLINGTON WORKS

Apprentice  Mechanical  Engineering  Technician

Steetley Dolomite Limited is the only UK supplier of high quality burnt dolomite products to the Steel 
and Glass manufacturing industries in the United Kingdom. They operate from two sites, Whitwell in 
the Midlands and Thrislington Works near Ferryhill in County Durham. An opportunity has arisen at 
the Thrislington Works for two individuals to undertake a modern apprenticeship as Mechanical Engi-
neering Technicians leading to a nationally recognised qualification and accreditation.

This is an ideal opportunity for persons interested in developing a variety of technical skills, across 
a broad range of manufacturing and mechanical engineering practices including, Mechanical fitting 
and maintenance engineering, welding, fabrication and machining. A comprehensive range of other 
associated training including Mobile Plant vehicles, Manual handling etc. will also be provided

The apprenticeship is over four years starting in September 2013 and open to all aged 16 and over 

Motivation, enthusiasm, aptitude, excellent interpersonal skills and a keen interest in engineering will be 
key features of the selection process 

Attendance at a local college on day release basis leading to recognised qualifications over the four year 
period is required.

Apply in writing with a CV to

Mr M Harman, Works Manager
Steetley Dolomite Limited 
West Cornforth , Ferryhill 

Co. Durham, DL17 9EY

Better careers advice 
could hold the key to the 
growth of the North East’s 
manufacturing sector, 
according to one of the 
region’s leading training 
providers.  
Michael Blades, business 
development manager at 
Newton Aycliffe based SW 
Durham Training (SWDT), a 
45-year-old company that 
delivers engineering and 
manufacturing apprentice-
ships and training support, 
believes that the absence 
of good, up-to-date advice 
for young people is leaving 
them ill-equipped to make 
decisions about whether or 
not to enter the industry.  
He said: “Manufactur-
ing and engineering in 
the North East are both 
thriving sectors, and we 
believe that they could 
hold the key to the region’s 
economic prosperity.  
However, we absolutely 
have to do all that we 
can to ensure that this 
message is reaching young 
people leaving school.  
“When it comes to appren-
ticeships, school leavers 

must understand that this 
is an option that can lead 
to a long and successful 
career.  This is a message 
that has to be communi-
cated early on to ensure 
that by the time people 
reach the age of 16, they 
are well informed about 
their options, and are able 
to make decisions based 
on reality rather than 
perception.
“We absolutely must see 
better advice for young 
people, and particularly 
advice about the manu-
facturing and engineering 
sectors, where there is 
no shortage of well-paid 
roles, but not enough 
talent.”
Mr Blades’ comment 
follows claims by MPs 
that careers services for 
young people in England 
show a ‘worrying dete-
rioration’, after a report 
from the Education Select 
Committee that highlights 
problems with the ‘quality, 
independence and impar-
tiality’ of current careers 
advice. 
Mr Blades added: “As an 

industry, we face a real 
challenge, with outdated 
and inaccurate percep-
tions of what manufactur-
ing and engineering roles 
are like.  Far from the 
grey, dirty environments 
of days gone by, often our 
young people move into 
advanced manufacturing 
roles in clean, high-tech 
working environments.  
But often, this message is 
not being filtered down to 
young people.
“And of course, in more 
and more cases, our 
people are actually 
entering board rooms and 
offices after completing 
their apprenticeship.  We 
teach a blend of academic 
and theoretical skills – and 
these are skills that equip 
people well for business.  
And we have seen many 
of our former apprentices 
go on to have high flying 
careers.”
For more information 
about courses at South 
West Durham Training Ltd, 
visit www.southwestdur-
ham.co.uk or call 01325 
313 194.

Ferryhill Stage Society 
presents ‘It’s Showtime’ 
at Mainsforth and District 
Community Centre in 
Ferryhill Station next 
month.
The show will be staged on 
Thursday 14th and Friday 
15th March at 7.15pm, and 
on Saturday 16th March at 

2.30pm.
Tickets cost £6 for adults 
or £4 for under 18s and 
are available from ticket 
agent Joan Harker on 01740 
652551 or from any Stage 
Society member.
For more information visit 
www.ferryhill-stage-socie-
ty1.webeden.co.uk. 

It’s  Showtime!

All Saints’ Church on Dean 
Road, Ferryhill, will be 
taking part in Women’s 
World Day of Prayer by 
holding a special service 
for the women of Ferryhill 
& District on Friday 1st 

March from 2pm.
The special speaker at the 
service will be Mrs Helena 
Holman of Willington.
“Everyone is most 
welcome,” said a spokes-
person.

Women’s  World  Day  
of  Prayer

First  aid  course

There are still a few places 
remaining on an Emergency 
First Aid at Work course, 
which is taking place at 
Dean Bank Institute on 

Friday 5th March, from 
8.45am to 4.30pm.
If interested in taking part, 
call 01740 657221 for more 
details.

Better  careers  advice  needed



Friday 22nd February 2013Ferryhill & Chilton Chapter Issue 612 Page 5

EVANS & Co.
Solicitors

FREE LEGAL SURGERY
Legal Advice

 Every Thursday 
4.00pm to 6.00pm.

Appointments available, 
but not necessary.

3 Durham Road, Ferryhill.
Tel: 01740 657 444

email:ferryhill@evansco.co.uk

Keith McLean
Joiner and Builder

01740 651629
0771 875 4249

Loft and Garage Conversions,
Fitted Kitchens, Roofing, All 

types of Building Work.
Competitive Rates
30 years experience

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

Armstrong 
Electrics

Quality Electrical Services 
at competitive prices

Free Quotes & Advice

No Call Out Charge
Contact Gary Armstrong on

  01740 654054
  07944 444100

Year 8 students from 
Ferryhill Business and 
Enterprise College worked 
alongside the Ferryhill 6 
fundraisers recently to 
bake and sell Valentine’s 
biscuits and cakes to staff 
and students at the school.
Zena Roddam, one of the 
fundraisers said, “Well 

done to Emily Sugden, 
Caitlin Foster, Kate Storey, 
Nathan Murray, Michael 
Bamforth, Robert Lloyd 
and Jack Priestly who 
gave up their break and 
lunchtime and raised 
a brilliant £52 for the 
Teenage Cancer trust at 
the RVI Newcastle.”

Local Historian, Tim 
Brown, will give a talk 
entitled ‘Letters from the 
Front’ at the next meeting 
of Ferryhill History 
Society, which will be 
taking place on Wednesday 
27th February at 7.30pm 
in the Function Room at 
the Eldon Arms, Ferryhill 
Station.
With the approach of the 
centenary of the outbreak 

of World War I, the Society 
has started to receive 
donations of war memora-
bilia from both World Wars, 
and the talk will feature 
letters and postcards 
which were sent home to 
families and friends living 
in Ferryhill, together with 
other documents, plus 
newspapers from the time.
“Everyone is welcome,” 
said a spokesperson.

Community  gym  opens  in  
West  Cornforth
People in West Cornforth 
can take advantage of 
new fitness facilities in the 
heart of their community.
A new community gym, 
which will be run entirely 
by volunteers, has been 
set up at West Cornforth 
Community Centre, on 
Station Road, as part of the 
Legacy Gym programme.
It’s a joint initiative 
run by Durham County 
Council and the Changing 
the Physical Activity 
Landscape project and is 
aimed at helping people 
become more active and 
improve their health.
The community gym was 
initially set up as part of 

the Wellness on Wheels 
(WOW) project and will 
remain in the village 
following the end of this 
project in West Cornforth. 
It’s the 14th legacy gym 
to be set up in County 
Durham.
The West Cornforth 
Fitness Suite is open to 
all residents aged 11 and 
over and those wishing to 
join must complete a short 
health questionnaire and 
induction.
Volunteers will be on hand 
to demonstrate how to use 
the equipment and explain 
how each machine can 
help improve fitness levels.
The cost of using the 

facilities is £2 per session 
for adults – or £15 per 
month – and £1 per session 
for people aged 11 to 16 – 
or £8 per month.
Young people aged under 
16 must be accompanied 
by an adult and users 
need to book an induction 
session in advance.
The gym is open Monday 
to Thursday from 9.15am 
until 11.30am and from 
6pm until 8.30pm and on 
Fridays from 9.15am until 
11.30am and from 6pm 
until 8pm.
For further information 
call 03000 282 012 or email 
sportandleisure@durham.
gov.uk.

Students  raise  funds  
on  Valentine’s

Letters  from  the  
front

Local police have received 
complaints in relation 
to people parking their 
vehicles on and near to the 
junction of Gordon Terrace 
in Ferryhill - just off the 
mini roundabout. 
PCSO Laura Denathorn 
commented, “Please can 
all residents and visitors to 

this area be mindful when 
parking, as some vehicles 
have been causing an ob-
struction to the junction.
“A letter drop will also be 
carried out in the area to 
remind residents. Persons 
who continue to cause an 
obstruction will receive a 
fixed penalty ticket.” 

Police  warn  against  
junction  parking

This  week  in  History

20 February 1472

Orkney and Shetland 
are pawned by Norway 
to Scotland in lieu of a 
dowry for Margaret of 
Denmark.

The British government, 
under Winston Churchill, 
abolishes identity cards in 
the UK to “set the people 
free”.

Independence of Saint 
Lucia from the United 
Kingdom.

In South Africa, Boers 
and British troops fight in 
the Battle of Hart’s Hill.

King Louis-Philippe of 
France abdicates the 
throne.

Pope Pius V excommuni-
cates Queen Elizabeth I of 
England.

21 February 1952 22 February 1979

23 February 1900 24 February 1848 25 February 1570

A bereaved husband 
says he is certain that 
a “Do Not Resuscitate” 
note placed on his wife’s 
medical file accelerated 
her death. 
Norman Marshall, 68, from 
Ferryhill, said he wants to 
speak out against what he 
described as the “insensi-
tive” use of DNAR (Do Not 
Attempt Resuscitation) 
notes in NHS hospitals. 
“My wife, Jean, was in 
Darlington Memorial 
Hospital in December 2011 
as a result of her recurring 
breast cancer,” said Mr 
Marshall. 
“She was receiving 
treatment and although 
not well she was able 
to chat with me during 
my twice daily visits and 
on occasions was very 
upbeat. 

“One morning, while she 
was alone, my wife was 
handed a DNAR order by 
one of the doctors who 
asked her to read the in-
formation.”  
“When I arrived that 
afternoon , my wife was 
in a state of terror and 
panic”.
Department of Health 
guidance stresses that 
patients and their families 
should be consulted when 
doctors are considering 
imposing a DNAR order 
From that day, said Mr 
Marshall, his wife deterio-
rated “significantly” and 
she began having  panic 
attacks from which she 
continued to suffer until 
her death a month later.
“As far as my daughter 
and I are concerned, that 
morning [when the DNAR 

notice was issued] played 
a significant role in the 
death of my wife,” he said, 
adding, “I hope that the 
distressing situation my 
wife experienced is not 
repeated with any other 
patient at the County 
Durham and Darlington 
hospital trust. 
Katherine Murphy, chief 
executive of the Patients 
Association said: “There 
have been far too many 
cases where healthcare 
professionals have failed 
to facilitate proper con-
versations with relatives 
and patients about how, 
when and why a DNAR 
order may be used. “ 
She added that hospitals 
must ensure discus-
sions that end-of-life 
care should involve both 
patients and relatives. 

Patient  frightened  to  death  by  
‘insensitive’  DNR  notice 
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Letters
Have your say...

Dear Editor,

In response to the letter in last week’s Chapter in connection with 
concerns of broken headstones in the corner of Duncombe Cemetery 
at the far end. I have fully investigated this and there are a small 
number of grave surround/headstone pieces that have most likely 
been there many years and have been unearthed by the heavy rainfall 
of the past year. There is no problem with the cemetery in this area 
and staff will be removing the pieces when it is safe to do so. This 
issue has not been caused by current council staff and the area will 
continue to be monitored and assessed.

I would be grateful if members of the public contact the Town Hall 
directly on 01740 652157 with any issues or queries as this will 
enable staff to respond much more quickly. 
D Snowball, Deputy Town Clerk

Dear Editor, 

Chilton Town Council have received a number of 
queries relating to the “Green Fund” and we would 
therefore like to update residents on the current 
situation.

The “Green Fund” from this development is 
£652,000 and is for benefitting the community.  
However, under the legal terms of the section 
106 agreement between the principal planning 
authority and Dalkia, it stipulates that the fund 
can only be spent on reducing carbon omissions, 
energy costs and efficiency. It cannot be paid 
directly to residents.

The Town Council are currently working to try 
and deliver promises made by Dalkia such as 
cheaper electricity costs, local employment and a 
long term district heating system for the whole 
of Chilton.  This can only be achieved by setting 
up a social enterprise group who would be known 
as “Chilton Community Energy”.  If set up they 
will administrate the “Green Fund” however, one 
of its principal duties would be to try and match 
fund the £652,000 and tackle fuel poverty. The 
intention would be to retain the £652,000 as a base 
fund allowing the social enterprise group to seek 
additional monies wherever possible. At the moment 
there is a committee report being submitted to 
Durham County Council’s cabinet making recom-
mendations to benefit the community of Chilton 
that a social enterprise group be formerly set up.  
This would be governed by a special board who 
will act as scrutinisers consisting of representa-
tives from; Durham County Council, Chilton Town 
Council, Dalkia, Livin, Energy Provider (unknown 
at the moment) and local residents.

Over the last 18 months the Town Council, in 
conjunction with various Durham County officers, 
Dalkia and EnvioEnergy Systems have investigated 
how we can maximise the potential of the “Green 
Fund” and it seems this is the only way forward. 

The Town Council empathise with local residents 
and fully appreciate the concerns you have raised.  
We are aiming to deliver the best scheme possible 
but due to legislation this will be a long term 
project.  We hope you can bear with us but please 
rest assured we have residents’ best interests at the 
forefront of this scheme. We will of course keep you 
updated any further developments as the scheme 
progresses.

The Council would suggest if you have any further 
queries or are unhappy with the current position 
to contact us and we will pass your concerns on. 
Alternatively contact the chief planning officer, 
Durham County Council, Mr Stuart Timmis on 
0300 026 0000. 

Chilton Town Council.

Dear Editor,

I was very surprised to see the views of Labour Councillors Martin 
and Roddam which objected to a proposed £140.000 of savings from 
the Council Tax levied by Ferryhill Town Council (Chapter 610). I say 
surprised because these two councillors remained totally silent at 
that meeting which has been the case at virtually every meeting – it 
is a matter of public record they have never in six years put any 
proposal before council to reduce spending, or infact do anything else.

And for the record, I too voted for the 0% option, however it should be 
pointed out that the proposals of FAIR Councillor Gibson were not, as 
is usual, allowed to be considered on a point by point basis. Individual 
elements he suggested made excellent sense and his principal point 
-that we are paying way over the top at Ferryhill- was quite correct. 
At the same meeting an Independent Councillor pointed out that the 
average band D parish and town precept in England for 2011-2012 
was £46 , for North east councils it was £58 but for Ferryhill it was 
a staggering £204. For this reason FAIR and Independent Councillors 
have, over the years identified several areas for savings which without 
exception have been voted down by the controlling Labour group

I can also pledge a commitment now to electorate of Ferryhill IF 
F.A.I.R./ inde4pendnt  Councillors are elected with a majority in the 
May 2013 elections we will guarantee a 0% increase in the next four 
Years and look for a reduction year on year if possible

Councillor David Farry F.A.I.R / Independent working for Ferryhill
01913725863 david.farry@durham.gov.uk

Dear Editor

In response to Joe Makepeace's letter in last week's Chapter regarding 
democracy at Ferryhill Town Council. It's clear from his comments 
that he is completely ignorant of how democracy works in the UK.

At the 2007 local elections the majority of Ferryhill residents voted 
to elect Labour Councillors therefore giving Labour a majority on the 
council and entrusting us to make decisions to run the council and its 
services on their behalf.

When this happens at a General Election the majority Party form a 
government and make the laws and legislation which determine how 
we all must live. 

For Mr Makepeace's benefit the losing Party are called the opposition 
and generally they do not get to make the decisions, as they have no 
mandate to do so from the electorate. This is the same process which 
is followed at every level of politics whether it be Government, County 
or Town & Parish level..

I would just add that all decisions are by a majority vote which is the 
democratic process in action and all the decisions at Ferryhill Town 
Council which are made by Labour Councillors are made solely based 
on what we believe to be in the best interests of all residents, which is 
why I think Ferryhill has continued to improve over recent years and 
is a great place to live.

Ferryhill Town Councillor, Pat McCourt

Dear Editor,

Thank you to your correspondent, Mr J 
Makepeace, 15th February 2013.

A letter that held many relevant points that 
we need to think about as individuals and 
residents of Ferryhill, but more that those 
serious points were placed in such a way that 
they brought a smile to all.

Ferryhill is going through a doom and gloom 
time and it is a smile, and more please, we all 
need.

Thank you and well done Mr Makepeace.
Betty Sheppard, Cavendish Court, Ferryhill. 

PLEASE NOTE:  If you wish to respond to the issues raised in the recent series of letters regarding Ferryhill Town Council’s  budget meeting, 
please do so before publication of next week’s Chapter (issue 613) as we will no longer accept letters on this subject after next week’s issue.
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the full english
3 Durham Road, Chilton

Quality hot & cold 
food always available

We deliver to your door
Daily specials available

07407 784 334

Ken  Moody  
Roofing

New Roofs, Tiling, Slating, 
Felt Roofs, Roof Repairs, 

Chimney Repairs & Pointing, 
Dry Ridge & Verge, Soffits, 

Fascias, Guttering

Tel: 01740 652628
Mob: 07970 381075

Free Estimates
All Work Guaranteed

JOHN’S DECORATING

PAINTING  ANYTHING! 
THEN GIVE ME A RING!

(Time Served)

For all your painting and 
decorating needs.
No job too small

Special rates for O.A.P’s
For a free estimate

 phone John on Ferryhill
(01740) 657191 
or 0775 983 8076

07733 555 330
01740 656 356

ANDREW HEAVISIDE
EPS

All Electrical and Plastering 
Work carried out in your 
home. Clean, Friendly, 

Reliable service, customer 
satisfaction no.1 priority.

KS Building Services
We specialise in all your 
Painting & Decorating 

requirements. 
Also all aspects of Joinery includ-
ing kitchens, tiling and laminate 
flooring. Fencing and Guttering.

Free Estimates
No Job Too Small

44 Years Experience
01740 651778
07931 801103

AppliAnce RepAiRs

Washing Machines, Tumble 
Dryers, Electric Cookers, 

Vacuum Cleaners, Dish Washers

fRee locAl cAll out
Call Darren

Domestics Direct
Daytime: 07949 905 581
Evening: 01388 721 882

DO YOU NEED A QUICK SALE?     
WANTED

TWO/THREE BED HOUSES 
IN THE FERRYHILL/

CHILTON & SURROUNDING 
AREAS – Buyers Waiting                      

(over 22 years sales experience)

CALL TODAY TEL :
Alison 07944234363

HAVING A CLEAR OUT?
RUBBISH REMOVALS & 
HOUSE CLEARANCES

FERRYHILL & SURROUNDING AREAS
(Licensed Waste Remover CB/MM3987AL)

Excellent Rates: Call for a quote
Family Business

NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL

CALL TODAY TEL:
07748 762 420

Dolly Stitch-Up
Clothing Alterations, Handmade Items, 
Wedding Attire and Ironing Service

dollystitchup@hotmail.co.uk
Facebook: Dolly Stitch-Up

Tel: 07984 905 761

Acting/Deputy Town Clerk 
Mr Derek Snowball has 
been awarded the Cer-
tificate in Local Council 
Administration (CiLCA) and 
achieved a Distinction level 
in all twenty four modules.
Derek is one of a very 
small minority of people 
in England to achieve the 
perfect score since the 
CiLCA was introduced in 
2002.
Councillor Pat McCourt 
stated that this is an 
excellent achievement by 
a highly valued member 

The  perfect  score
of Town Council staff 
and will greatly enhance 
the Council’s ambition 
to achieve Quality Parish 
Council status.
He said, “The qualifica-
tion is not easy and it 
has required hours of 
dedication and hard work, 
with the majority of this 
being completed in Derek’s 
own time.
“It also demonstrates how 
your local council supports 
staff in their personal 
development and will 
continue with its vision 

to provide strong stable 
leadership and a culture of 
continous improvement.
“With such a good team 
the community of Ferryhill 
can rest assured that the 
interests of the town will 
always be looked after and 
improved where possible.”
Modestly, Derek stated that 
to be the best you have to 
be committed and work 
hard and that his achieve-
ments working for the 
council are only possible 
with the dedication and 
support of all of his staff.

The Mayor of Chilton, 
Councillor Elizabeth Bruce 
and her Consort Councillor 
Alan Bruce, held their final 
civic function on Friday 
15th February to raise funds 
for the Mayor’s chosen 
charities; Great North Air 
Ambulance and organisa-
tions within Chilton.
Cllr Bruce commented, 
“The Civic Dinner was a 
fantastic evening, lovely 
company, excellent food 
and great entertainment.  

“All the guests seemed 
to thoroughly enjoy 
themselves and at the 
same time raise vital 
funds for my nominated 
charities.
“I would like to thank the 
entertainers, caterers, 
Chilton Workingmen’s 
Club and staff, Kathleen 
Edmenson, Town Council 
and all those who assisted 
in organising the event, 
along with the people 
who worked on the night. 

Police are appealing for 
witnesses after two large 
planters were stolen from 
outside an address on Bede 
Terrace, Ferryhill. 
The theft occurred 
overnight between Tuesday 
5th and Wednesday 6th 
February. 
The planters are very dis-
tinctive and are described 

as large silver pots with 
coloured  gravel which 
contained ornamental 
trees. They weigh approxi-
mately 30 kilos each.
“If you have any informa-
tion in relation to this 
incident, please call 
the 101 non-emergency 
number,” said a police 
spokesperson.

Thanks to the generosity 
of all those who attended 
and the people/businesses 
who have donated prizes 
and given financial contri-
butions, a total of £803.15 
was raised for my chosen 
charities. 
“This of course will be 
added to the monies raised 
over my Civic Year.  
“Once my term in office 
ends I will advise how 
much has been raised in 
total”.

Mayor’s  final  function

Kevin Jason Booth, of 
Raby Terrace, Chilton, 
pleaded guilty at Newton 
Aycliffe Magistrates’ Court 
recently  to a charge that 
on 24th January he stole 
alcohol to the value of 
£61.47 from the Co-op in 
Chilton.  
The 20 year-old also asked 
for two other offences 
to be taken into consid-
eration when he was inter-
viewed by the police three 
days after this offence.
He admitted stealing a 
yoghurt drink from Aldi 
and two bottles of vodka 
from the Co-op.  
The court then heard 
that Booth was subject 
to a nine months condi-
tional discharge which 
had been imposed by the 
court in Darlington on the 

Alcohol  thefts
16th January for another 
offence of shoplifting.  
In mitigation it was said 
that Booth, who had 
entered the shop at 7.45am 
that morning, had made a 
full and frank admission 
to the police that he had 
stolen the three bottles of 
vodka, which were never 
recovered, as he had sold 
them.  
The offence had been 
captured by CCTV and 
Booth claimed his actions 
were due to the fact that 
he had recently moved to 
the area and had not, at 
the time, received any of 
the benefits due to him 
and he needed the cash.
Matters were stood down 
in order for the Probation 
Service to report upon the 
defendant.

Planters  stolen

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

Gas Safe Registered
For All Boiler 
Installations

Services &
Repairs

Free Quote

Tel: 07826527952
01388 720009

W. BURDESS 
ELECTRICS

Domestic and 
Commercial
All aspects of 

work
Part P Registered Member of the 

NIC EIC

       

Telephone
(01740) 657045
Mobile: 0788 172 2393

FERRYHILL 
ROOFING 

CONTRACTORS LTD
For all aspects of roofing

- New roofs - roof repairs - 
slating - felt roofs etc.

Contact Trevor Elsdon on
01740 656619

or mobile 
0788 788 6558

Table  top  sale
A Table Top Sale will be 
taking place at Dean Bank 
Institute on Friday 1st 
March, from 10am to 1pm.
Stalls will include craft 

items, savouries, cakes, soft 
furnishings and next-to-new 
clothing. There will also be 
a tombola, raffle, tea and 
coffee.
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P.J.R. 
PLASTERING

All aspects of Plastering
Re-skims & Rendering, 

Damp proofing
Clean Service

Quality Workmanship
Very Reasonable Rates

No Job too Small
Phone for a
FREE quote

01388   775275
0781  357  1929

SILVERCABS

07549 634 441

Local Driver
Anytime, Anywhere
Hospitals, Doctors, 

Airports, Train Station, 
Holidays, Shopping

TAXISCORNER 
ELECTRICAL

•	House	Rewiring
•	Additional	sockets
•	Showers
•	Inspection/testing
•	Exterior	lights
•	Burglar	alarms
•	Electric	gates
24hr Emergency Call Out
FREE QUOTES & ADVICE

Telephone Jim on
 (01740) 654 751
Mob: 07725 205 172

DenhamFields
Rear Commercial Street, Ferryhill Station, DL17 ODF

MOT  CENTRE
All classes of MOT undertaken including scooters, 

motorbikes, trikes, 3 wheelers, cars, vans (including 
class 5) mini bus, motor homes & limousines

We now supply and fit all makes of tyres
 for cars, motorbikes, vans etc

Wheel tracking & alignment,  Repairs, Services, Private & 
Commercial Vehicles, Auto Electrician, Competitive Price, 

Quality Workmanship, State of the Art Diagnostics Machine

Telephone 01740 657799
Mobile 07973710585  &  Fax 01740 654991

Opening Hours:
6.00am - 6.00pm Mon to Fri        7.00am - 1.00pm Saturday

Panel, plain and mirror doors
Quality from start to finish  

Chr is  Ford
sl i d i n g d o o r wa rd r o b es

01429 880995
07832 358514

Heating & Plumbing

Gas Safe Registered
Combi Boilers- Fires - Cookers
All Gas Work Serviced & Repaired

Phone Paul on
07967 679 998

FIRST  CHOICE  MAINTENANCE

Chilton and Windlestone WMC
Friday 1st March

UK’s Premier Katy Perry Tribute

‘KATY KERRY’
Plus ‘STARDUST TRIO’

Doors open 7.30pm - Only £1 to get in - 
Yes we have gone MAD!

Loads of shots from just £1 each
Hot food available from our NEW Cafe!

Sunday Lunches now available!
Add us on Facebook @ Chilton WMC or www.chiltonwmc.co.uk

S CRABTREE
Digital Aerials Fitted

Digi Aerials
DAB
Sky

Freesat
No Hidden Charges.

No Extra For Cable Used.
I Will Beat Any 

Written Quote, Plus 
Network Your House 

& Tune In
Ferryhill based

0797 997 1541

Shildon Gardens & 
Allotments Guild

Civic Hall Square, Shildon, DL4 1AG

Open Sunday mornings from 
8.30am - 11.30am

70lt Mother Earth multi-purpose      
compost - 3 for £11

100lt Arthur Bowers multi-purpose  
compost - 3 for £11

75 lits M3 - £6.90 

Ericacious Compost - £4.75

25k Garden Lime - £6.50

Perlite / Vermiculite - from £2.85

Liquid Gold - from £6.90

S.B. Plant Invigorator - from £7.50

2k Nutrimate - from £5.40

2k Calcium - from £2.10

4ltr bottles Paraffin - £4.50

Phil  Wilson  welfare  surgeries

than happy to come along 
to these surgeries to 
engage with clients and 
for our staff to answer any 
queries they may have.
“It's a very worrying time 
for people. Welfare reform 
in general is causing a lot 
of concern. The increase 
in client numbers for us 
is steadily rising and we 
expect to see that rise 
even more.
“We've seen an increase in 
the number of telephone 
enquiries by 100% in the 
last two months alone 
and I think that's just the 
start.
“We're also receiving 
enquiries from some 
clients having difficulties 
with an inability to just 
pay for the basics, such as 
food and utilities.
“Some of them have asked 

us for food vouchers, and 
I've never seen that in the 
21 years I've worked for 
the service.
“So we know that poverty 
levels are increasing, 
and this type of event 
is something CAB really 
needs to help to engage 
with people.”
Mr Wilson admits the 
advice on offer probably 
wasn’t what some people 
wanted to hear, but insists 
it’s necessary to inform 
people.
“In County Durham, 50% of 
households are on benefits 
of some description,” he 
said.
“Some of the advice they 
probably didn't want to 
hear, because of the 
way the Government has 
drawn up this legislation, 
but we've got to make sure 
we try to help as many 
people as possible.

“Some people are burying 
their heads in the sand. 
Some people don't know 
what's around the corner.
“But one of the major 
issues is the bedroom tax, 
which is basically cutting 
people's housing benefit 
if they're deemed to have 
too many bedrooms. Some 
of the people who're being 
affected have lived in 
these houses for 20 or 30 
years.
“The answer to all of 
this is not to penalise 
people because they're 
deemed to have too many 
bedrooms, it's to build 
more houses.
“There's a shortage of 
one bedroom properties 
in the area. There are 
1,600 households affected 
by the bedroom tax, but 
there are only 204 one-
bedroom properties. 
“So there's a massive 

from page one...

To Let
2 bed in Garden Terrace, 

Ferryhill. DSS, House 
share accepted.

£90 per week
GXI Property
07973 273 712

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS
Everything moved from £10

01388 818286
07914 032280

Chilton Community 
College / School

EVERY WEDNESDAY: 5pm & 7pm
Contact Joni: 07716 484 472

jonislimmingworld@gmail.com

J.D PLASTERING
TIME SERVED

OVER 10 YEARS EXPERIENCE

PLASTERING | RENDERING |
DRY-LINING | DAMP PROOFING

HIGH QUALITY WORK
AT AFFORDABLE PRICES

FOR A FREE QUOTE OR ADVICE
RING JONATHAN ON...

07595 395303

miss-match of properties 
there and I don't know how 
they're going to resolve it.
“A lot of people are going 
to be affected by this and 

I think it's a really spiteful 
bit of legislation.”


