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EXPRESS MOTOR FACTORS
UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

We are open to the public, arrange dealer car parts 
and sell a full range of motoring products

10% OFF
With this voucher 

(Limited time
retail customers 

only)

Number Plates * Oil * Motorbike 
Plates * Car & Motorbike Batteries 
* Exhausts * Timing Belts * Filters * 
Brake Discs & Pads * Light Bulbs * 

Window Wipers and much more

Call in or contact us for expert advice
48 North Street, Ferryhill, County Durham, DL17 8HX

TEL: 01740 652 926
Distributor

DenhamFields
Rear Commercial Street, Ferryhill Station, DL17 ODF

MOT  CENTRE
All classes of MOT undertaken including scooters, 

motorbikes, trikes, 3 wheelers, cars, vans (including 
class 5) mini bus, motor homes & limousines

We now supply and fit all makes of tyres
 for cars, motorbikes, vans etc

Wheel tracking & alignment,  Repairs, Services, Private & 
Commercial Vehicles, Auto Electrician, Competitive Price, 

Quality Workmanship, State of the Art Diagnostics Machine

Telephone 01740 657799
Mobile 07973710585  &  Fax 01740 654991

Opening Hours:
6.00am - 6.00pm Mon to Fri        7.00am - 1.00pm Saturday

Seven students from 
Ferryhill Business & 
Enterprise College 
completed their Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Silver Award in 
Upper Teesdale recently.
Kieran Hornsby, Lauren 
Gash, Nadine Berry, Morgan 
Wigham, Katie Gittins and 
Anthony Banks undertook 

Duke  of  Edinburgh’s  silver 
success  for  FBEC  students

A  helping  hand  to  
reduce  costs
Durham County Council 
has launched an energy 
monitor loan scheme to 
help residents reduce their 
household bills, and those 
living in Ferryhill and Chilton 
can now take advantage of 
the project.
In recognition of increasing 
electricity bills and the 
rising levels of fuel poverty 
escalating across households 
in County Durham, the 
Energy Monitor Scheme is 
a way for homeowners to 
reduce energy costs and 
save money by understand-
ing how to reduce their 
energy usage. 
The plug in device displays 
the cost or kwh of using 
home appliances and 
highlights which ones are 
the most costly to run. 
The eight housing regen-
eration areas have been 
chosen for the project and 
the monitoring device will 
be available to loan for a 
period of three weeks free 
of charge from libraries.
Susan Carr is an energy 

efficiency officer with the 
council. She said, “We 
piloted this service at 
the beginning of the year 
and it proved to be very 
successful.  
“One gentleman worked 
out that by leaving his 
microwave switched on all 
of the time to display the 
clock, it was costing him 
£40 a year - that’s money 
which I’m sure could be put 
to better use.”
The device can be loaned 
from both Ferryhill and 
Chilton Libraries.
Those loaning the device 
will be given advice on how 
it works and a handy pack 
containing tips on reducing 
energy. 
Susan added, “It’s little 
measures like turning off 
appliances and lights and 
line drying clothes wherever 
possible which can make a 
huge difference to people’s 
bills, especially at a time 
when everyone is tightening 
belts and trying to save 
money.”

the 30 mile, three day trek 
from 14th to 16th of July 
in conditions that ranged 
from heat stroke-inducing 
sunshine, to sustained 
torrential downpour.
Mr Wigham, their Duke of 
Edinburgh supervisor at 
the school said, “I’m really 
proud of them and all the 

hard work and training 
they’ve put in.
“Half the group started 
with their Bronze Award 
and completed that last 
summer. These students 
are only 15 years-old and 
it’s quite unusual for a 
group to have completed 
both Bronze and Silver 
Awards while still in Year 
10. All of the other groups 
we bumped into during the 
expedition were 17 to 19 
years-old, I’m now hoping 
these students will go on 
to the Gold Award level.”
“At Ferryhill Business 
and Enterprise College 
we offer all students the 
opportunity to complete 
their Bronze or Silver 
Award, students find 
the challenge a great 
adventure at a time when 
society mollycoddles them 
more than ever. 
“It’s not just about 
trekking through the hills 
and being self - sufficient 
though; Students have 
to complete sections in 
Volunteering, Physical 
Activity, and Skills and 
our students love the ex-
periences they gain from 
this. The award helps 
students to gain skills and 
confidence and the chance 
to make a difference to 
our communities.”

The seven students from FBEC during their 30 mile trek.

FRESH
DEALS

Zanussi Electric Cooker
ZCV662MWC
4 Ceramic Cooking Zones, Fan Assisted 
Main Oven, A Rated Energy Efficiency

WAS £629.99

NOW £599.99

HEPA Filter, 4 litre Dust Capacity, 1700W 
Suction Power

Electrolux Upright Vacuum

NOW £69.99

Z2255FZ

www.leonardselectricals.com

01740 651 461

Secure 
Yours Today

Darlington Rd, Ferryhill
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Hannah  Gino

Love you both,
From Mam 

& family
xxx

Died 29th July
Miss you loads

You are at rest with John

Claire  Avery

Love Mam, Graham, Nicola, 
Nyomi & Grandma Green

xx

27th July
Memories of you Claire, will 

last in our hearts forever

Claire  Avery

Love forever, Nanna, 
Lynne & Granda Ali

xx

27.7.2002
Our sweet Angel, 

remembered today, 
tomorrow & always

Harry  Rodda

All our love, Alison, Vicky, 
Andrew, John, Jaclyn 

& Grandchildren
xxxx

26th July, 2001
If we could have a lifetime 

wish, a dream to come true
We’d pray to God with all our 
hearts for yesterday and you

A thousand words cannot 
bring you back, we know 

because we’ve tried
And neither will a million 
tears, we know because 

we’ve cried

You left behind broken 
hearts and happy memories 

too, but we never wanted 
memories, we only wanted 

YOU

John  Newell  (Jack)

Your loving Wife Theresa
& all family

Died 27th July 2003
In loving memory of my 

dear Husband John
It was so sad you had to go, 
and we all still wonder why

You loved your home 
and family, and were a 

wonderful Husband, Father, 
& Grandfather

God keep you in his care,
We all miss you

Walter Wally Lonsdale

John, Mary, John, 
Pam, Barry, Lynne 

& families

29.7.2010
Always remembered with 

love and affection

Joyce  Platts

Loved and 
remembered 

always, Gillian

30.7.2008
In loving and everlasting 

memory of my lovely Mam

Birthday Memories

Des  Foster

Sadly missed by Doreen, 
Daughter Marie and Sons 

Jason & Stephen
xxx

The late

Would have been 64 
on July 31st

Gone but not forgotten

Birthdays

Alharnie Jade Wilson

Love you will all 
our hearts, Mam & 

Mackenzie-Lilly
xxxx

Special teenager
Happy Birthday on 

1st August

Alharnie Jade Wilson

Happy 13th Birthday

All our love,
Grandma & Grandad 

Forrester
xxxx

Alharnie Jade Wilson

Love from Auntie 
Rhonda & & 

Brandan
xxxx

Happy 13th Birthday

Lucy  Thompson

Love from all your family
xxx

Happy 90th Birthday to a 
special Mam, Grandma 

& Great Gran

28th July

My Gran lives in a little house 
She likes to watch T.V.

She hasn’t got a golden crown, 
But she’s like a Queen to me

90!

Sian  Ward  (Pops)

All our love,
From Dad, Amanda 

& Lee
xxx

25th July

Happy 16th Birthday

Norma Ann Neasham

Yours always,
Devoted Sisters Pamela, 

Irene, Pruenella & Barbara

27th July

The Rutherford girls take 
great pleasure in wishing 

beloved Sister Norma Ann 
Neasham a very happy 

70th Birthday

70!

Norma Ann Neasham

Mutts love & big licks,
Ruby, Dora & Dorothy

~You’ll never walk alone~

Our darling Auntie Norma, 
Have a grreat 70th Birthday

(490 in dog years)

William

Lots of love,
Mammy & Daddy

xxx

Happy 1st Birthday

Adam  Pevie

Love you lots,
All our love, 
Mam & Pete

xxx

Happy 13th Birthday Son
Hope you have a 

fantastic Birthday

Sol  Hemmings

Lots of love, hugs & sloppy 
kisses xxxx

Mam, Jeff, Kaitlyn & Kole
x

To my special little man Sol, 
hope you have a lovely 

5th Birthday

Need to contact The Chapter 
about a Classified?
T: (01388) 775 896
E: thechapter@talk21.com

Anniversaries

Toons

Love from Mam 
& Dad, Lindsay 

& Jade
xx

Silver Wedding 26th July
Congratulations Sharon 
& Graeme on your 25th 

Anniversary

Graduation

Dean  Boyes

Love Mam 
& Dad

Congratulations Son on your 
Graduation. Passing out with 

a 2:1 Bachelor of Arts with 
Honous Degree. We are so 

proud of you.
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The  Worx
Beauty & Tanning

Tel: (01740) 652006

Summer Offers

GIFT  VOUCHERS  AVAILABLE

9 MAIN STREET, FERRYHILL

EYEBROW THREADING
Only £10
MINX NAILS

Fingers or toes from £10
Range of designs to chose from

AppliAnce RepAiRs

- Washing machines - Tumble dryers - 
- Electric cookers - Vacuum cleaners - 

- Dish washers -

fRee locAl cAll out

Call Darren - Domestics Direct
Daytime: 07949 905 581 Evening: (01388) 721 882

Garden Cutz
•	Patio	Construction
•	Fencing
•	Rotary	Cleaning	&			
		Sealing	of	Patios,	
		Paving	&	Driveways
•	Garden	Waste	Removed

Free no obligation quotation or 
advice please call

01388 812886 or 07967 431821

Large crowds turned out 
for Chilton’s annual gala on 
Saturday 23rd July, which 
once again proved to be a 
massive success. 
The morning began with 
a parade, which was led 
by Miss Chilton, Charlotte 
James and Gala Princess, 
Olivia Hopper along with 
the runners up. They were 
kindly escorted onto the 
field by Paul Jackson In 
his Morris 104. Following 
behind were the Durham 
Cavaliers and the Mayor of 
Chilton Maureen Errington, 
along with local residents.
Throughout the day there 
was an array of activities 
for visitors of all ages to 
enjoy.  
The children in particular 
loved the fair ground rides, 
go-karts, face painting, 
inflatables, rodeo bull, 
zorbs, climbing wall and 
walkabout characters such 

Classifieds
All about local people ...

Welcome  Home

Ross  I’Anson

Love from Mam, Dad, 
Jordana, Shaunna, Nana, 

Granda & Simba
xxx

Welcome home Ross 
from your seven month 

deployment on HMS 
Richmond Anti-Piracy 

operation around Africa 
and Far East tour. 

We are really proud of 
what you have done.

Acknowledgements

Varty
Nora would like to say 

thank you to family and 
friends for the donations 
for cancer, also flowers, 

gifts and cards on the 
occasion of 90th Birthday.

Acknowledgements

Jack & Marie Ward
Thank their family, relatives 
and friends for making their 
60th Wedding Anniversary 

such a happy occasion. Their 
donations for the Macmillan 
Nurses was the sum of £350, 
which is much appreciated.

Thank you so much

Thank you,
Pearl & Peter Grieves

Thank you to all our family 
and friends for the lovely 
gifts, cards and messages 

on our recent Golden 
Wedding Anniversary and 

also my 70th Birthday. 
We had a lovely time on 
our Anniversary in the 
Ballroom at Blackpool 

Tower - where we  used to 
bounce to the quickstep 

when we were young. 
Wonderful day and 

wonderful memories.

Services

Discuss any of the stories or 
articles from The Chapter at 

The North East Forum
www.neforum2.co.uk/smf

MOVING A THING?
From £12.50. Call Phil.
Phone 01325 321084 

or 07790 509925

Atlas Disco / Karaoke
Reliability guaranteed

07943511095

Bouncy Castle Hire
£40

07878271967

For  Hire

as Bob the Builder, Monkey, 
Shrek and Scooby Doo.  
The event was supported by 
the The Northern Bygones 
Society and approximately 
20 owners brought along 
their vintage and classic 
vehicles much to the delight 
of many visitors young and 
old.  
During the day a vehicle 
competition was held. Best 
Car in Show went to the 
Morris 10 4, the owner of 
which was Mr P. Jackson. 
The Best Commercial 
Vehicle was the Foden 6LW 
owner - Mr B. Summer, 
and owner of the Best Bike                                 
went to Mr B. Goudie for his 
Honda.
Visitors were kept enter-
tained during the day with 
the arena entertainment, 
including the Durham 
Cavaliers, Enter CIC, 

Kathryn Dawson and 3sixty, 
who amazed the crowds 
with their bicycle stunts.
Residents eagerly awaited 
the annual tug of war com-
petition between Chilton 
Workingmen’s Club and 
Chilton Wheatsheaf as 
they battled it out to see 
who would be the 2011 
champions. Once again 
Chilton Workingmen’s 
Club were delighted as 
they retained the title and 
remained undefeated. 
An art competition and 
Civic Pride photography 
competition involving local 
children was also held and 
entries were displayed in 
the gym.  
“Well done to all the 
entrants and thank you to 
all those who supported 
and assisted the event,” 
said a spokesperson.

Town  Gala  a  huge  success

P.J.R. 
PLASTERING

All	aspects	of	Plastering
Re-skims	&	Rendering

Clean	Service
Quality Workmanship
Very Reasonable Rates

No Job too Small

Phone for a
FREE quote

01388   775275
0781  357  1929

The Gala Princess, Olivia Hopper, with the runners up in the back of a Morris 104.

Advertise in 
The Chapter

Call Jeff on
01388 775896

0790 999 2731
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Auto-Spec
Unit 16, Bowbank Farm, Kirk Merrington,
Spennymoor, Co. Durham. DL16 7HY.

We have moved!
01740 65 44 00
07876 732 790

Classic Car Sales and Restoration - Body Shop

We have moved to a much larger premises, 
offering the following...
Large body shop to enable paintwork to all vehicles,
from cars to commercials, from a scuff to a respray.
I have recently employed an excellent panel beater Chris 
Morland who has a wealth of experience in the motor trade.
I would like to also welcome another technician Jordan 
Fannan, which added to Jamie Winter and myself I feel makes 
an excellent team.
My original concern when moving was “would customers 
follow us to a new garage that’s a little out of the way?”
But offering two courtesy cars, free collection and delivery, or 
just a lift home - I am pleased with the outcome so far.
Easy access and parking was always a problem at Darlington 
Road is a benefit now, as well as the other great services we 
offer...
Commercial vehicle lift, Full engine diagnostics, Welding, 
Exhausts, Clutches, Window tinting, MOTs arranged, Tyres, 
etc etc etc!

I would like to say a huge thank you to 
everyone who helped with the move - you 

know who you are.

From Steven Hale the joiner to John J.R. 
Timber for the use of your fork lift and Brian 
at M.R.M. Fabrications - there are lots more 
people to thank, but most of all to all of our 

customers.

So a big thank you from us all at Auto Spec  
Richard & Nicola Pulman, Jamie, 

Chris and Jordan.

where quality comes as standard

Located between Ferryhill and Kirk Merrington, 
opposite Ferryhill Comprehensive School.

Auto-Spec

Classic Car Sales & Restoration
We can source vehicles to your requirements

Engine modifications, suspension upgrades - we do it all! 
From an oil change to an engine rebuild, from a sole 
vehicle to a fleet - we can and will cater for everyone!

We are a member of the good garage scheme
All work guaranteed. We now accept all major credit cards

Proud sponsor of Ferryhill Saints Football Team
Good luck this season lads!

Cars currently under restoration:
Porsche 928 S2

Dolomite Sprint Auto
Morris 1000 Traveller

Chrysler Valiant
Mk1 Golf GTI Cabby

Also best of luck to Lynn & peter Clark with their 
new venture at The Manor House, Ferryhill
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Zumba Classes
Starting Tuesday 
2nd August 2011
6.30pm till 7.30pm at 

Mainsforth  Community  Centre

Have  a  wiggle  +  a  giggle  with  Sarah +  Lynne

Price £3

Suits All Levels
For More Information Tel: 07787933454

S CRABTREE
Digital Aerials Fitted

Your Single Digital 
Aerial Fitted.

FreeSat installations.
No Hidden Charges.

No Extra For Cable Used.
I Will Beat Any 

Written Quote, Plus 
Network Your House 

& Tune In
Ferryhill based

0797 997 1541
0770 643 2113

Scarlet  Band  charity open  day
Scarlet Band Motor Services 
is holding a free open day 
event on Sunday 14th 
August to celebrate 90 
years in business. 
The company has served 
the north east since 1920 
from their depot in West 
Cornforth, and you will 
know them best for their 
coach services. 
The fun day will be opened 
by Sedgefield MP Phil Wilson 

and will include something 
for everyone. A free bus 
service will take you to 
and from the event - where 
you can enjoy a falconry 
display, farmyard flyer, dog 
displays, live music, bouncy 
castle, stocks, penalty 
shootouts and balloon 
modelling. The bus will pick 
up passengers from Chilton 
Wheatsheaf at 11.50am and 
1.50pm, and from Ferryhill 

Village W.M.C. at 11.55am 
and 1.55pm. Returns are at 
2pm and 4pm.
A kids fancy dress com-
petition will also be held 
and refreshments will be 
available, all alongside 
the displays of vintage 
buses and other vehicles. 
“All money raised will be 
donated to local charities 
and it will be a great day 
out” said a spokesperson.

Residents in Ferryhill are 
being urged to be on their 
guard against bogus callers, 
after a man claiming to be 
from Sedgefield Borough 
Homes attempted to gain 
entry into people’s homes.
On the morning of Thursday 
21st July, a man wearing a 
suit visited a number of 
sbh’s tenants’ homes in the 
Cleves Cross area asking to 
inspect new doors that had 
recently been fitted.
This man was a bogus caller 
and sbh would like to warn 
all tenants and residents 

in the area that this man 
was not representing sbh 
or either of their partner 
companies Mears or 
Bullock.
The police have been 
informed of the incident 
and are monitoring the 
situation closely. 
Tenants are advised to 
be extra vigilant when 
letting callers into their 
homes and sbh would like 
to reiterate to tenants that 
anyone calling from sbh or 
on their behalf will always 
carry photographic identi-

Sbh  warns  residents  against  
bogus  caller

fication and always have a 
valid reason to visit your 
home.
A spokesperson for the 
housing provider said, 
“If you are unsure about 
the identity of any caller 
claiming to be from or 
acting on behalf of sbh, 
Mears or Bullock please do 
not hesitate to call sbh on 
freephone number 0800 
587 4538, and our staff will 
happy to check the details 
of your visitor and verify if 
they are a legitimate caller 
or not.”

Poetry Corner
Untitled

I’ve travelled abroad many times,
By land, sea and air,

I’ve visited the mighty Kremlin,
In Moscow’s famous Red Square,

I’ve climbed up windmills in Holland,
And been to the breathtaking 

Keukenhof Park,
I’ve visited the quaint town of Esbjerg,
On the coast in picturesque Denmark,

I’ve wined and dined in Paris,
And sailed up the fjords to Norway,

But Germany is my favourite,
By far, far and away,

I’ve been to Belsen Concentration Camp,
A place I’d longed to go,

Alas a sad place too,
As I’m sure many will know,

But when all is said and when all is done,
And wherever I may roam,

For me the best part of my travels,
Is when I’m coming home.

By Geoff Gregg, Tursdale (ex-Ferryhill)

Some  of  Chilton’s  Village  Shops
By Vince Elsbury, ex-Chilton

I’ve trawled my mind for a rhyme
For your Chapter this week, this time

So I thought of once Chilton’s village shops
Bringing to mind, Mattison’s Shaw’s Butchers

Selling beef and pork chops
Boycotts, Martins, Stevens, Moodys,

Jenny Mac’s, Bobby Mortons, Arthur Wilsons, 
Crooks,

No library those days to borrow books
Fish shops, Betty Morris, Bells, Palmer, Allison 

Petch & Parker
Top of Eden Terrace, Harry Barker,

Selling fruit and veg, Mrs James next to 
Geo Masons paper shop

Also round street, meadow van would stop
Remembering two co-op stores

Getting your divi and much more
Morrisons, Asda, Tescos, Then

Some years ago locals, once kept pig and hen
People may remember our little shops, 

some of these
When shop keeper in overall, would please
Hope you don’t mind, now I’ll take a rest

Do you think, once again I’ve passed the test?

This  week  in  History

July 2008

The historic Grand Pier in Wes-
ton-super-Mare burned down for 
the second time in 80 years.

29July 1981

The wedding of Prince 
Charles and Lady 
Diana Spencer at St 
Paul’s Cathedral.

30 July 1818

Emily Brontë, author 
of Wuthering Heights, 
was born.

July 1588

The Spanish Armada was 
spotted off the coast of 
England.

1 August 1944

Anne Frank made the 
last entry in her diary.

2 August 1870

Tower Subway, the world’s 
first underground tube 
railway, opened in London.

28

31
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EVANS & Co.
Solicitors

FREE LEGAL SURGERY
Legal Advice

 Every Thursday 
4.00pm to 6.00pm.

Appointments available, 
but not necessary.

3 Durham Road, Ferryhill.
Tel: 01740 657 444

email:ferryhill@evansco.co.uk

JOHN’S DECORATING

PAINTING  ANYTHING! 
THEN GIVE ME A RING!

(Time	Served)

For all your painting and 
decorating needs.
No job too small

Special rates for O.A.P’s
For a free estimate

 phone John on Ferryhill
(01740) 657191 
or 0775 983 8076

FERRYHIll 
ROOFING 

CONTRACTORS
For all aspects of roofing

- New roofs - roof repairs - 
slating - felt roofs etc.

Contact Trevor Elsdon on
01740 656619

or mobile 
0788 788 6558

W. BURDESS 
ElECTRICS

Domestic	and	
Commercial
All aspects of 

work
Part P Registered Member of the 

NIC EIC

       

Telephone
(01740) 657045
Mobile: 0788 172 2393

D.P. Plumbing & Heating
Gas safe registered
30 years experience

Time-served plumbers, 
COMBI boiler installation.

All aspects of plumbing work 
undertaken.

No call-out charges.
Telephone David Priestman

Tel. 01740 656 715
Mob. 079 315 780 17

VAN HIRE
WITH DRIVER
Items collected and 

delivered
House removals

Rubbish removals
and much much more!

Call Paul on

07933 515 206

Keith Mclean
Joiner	and	Builder

01740 651629
0771 875 4249

Loft and Garage 
Conversions,

Fitted Kitchens, Roofing, All 
types of Building Work.

30 years experience

AIDING YOU MOBILITY

01388 776157
07940 584642

Caring for all your 
mobility needs

Now Open: 
Tues & Thur: 9.30am - 2.30pm 

Fri - Sat: 9.30am - 12.30pm

To celebrate our 1st year
10% off with this advert

Church Street, Shildon

Residents of Ferryhill are 
being treated to a free 
community fun day thanks 
to a local housing provider.  
Sedgefield Borough Homes 
(sbh) is holding the event 
at Mainsforth Recreation 
Ground in Ferryhill 
between 10.30am and 
2.30pm on Sunday 7th 
August in partnership 
with Mears, Bullock and 
Ferryhill Town Council. 

Family activities will 
take place throughout 
the day in the recreation 
ground, kicking off with 
a community football 
tournament, as well as 
fairground rides, raffles, 
games and competitions. 
Entry to the ground is free 
with games and activities 
from £1. All proceeds 
will be donated to the Sir 
Bobby Robson Foundation. 

Community  fun  dayJoint  Christening  at 
St.  Aiden’s 
Earlier this month St. 
Aiden’s church in Chilton 
saw the joint Baptism of 
Neeve Dawes and Chloe 
Parker on Sunday 10th 
July. Parents to Neeve 
both live locally in Ferryhill 
and Chilton - father John 
Dawes is a factory worker 
and mother Julie Smith is a 
shop assistant. 
They named Louise 
Cummings, Bev 
Stephenson, Michael Seal 
and Andrew Vickers as 
Godparents to Neeve. 
Julie also saw her 13 year-old 
daughter Chloe Parker 
baptised in the church, 
with Louise Cummings, 
Bev Stephenson, Donna 
Stoker and Dean Stoker 
completing their vows as 
Godparents. 
Family and friends all 
enjoyed a reception at 
Chilton Club and Chloe 
and Neeve were thankful 
to everyone for their cards 
and gifts. Neeve and Chloe on their christening day.

Judges from Keep Britain 
Tidy recently visited 
Ferryhill to assess a number 
of the town’s facilities 
against Green Flag criteria.
The Green Flag scheme is 
a means of assessing the 
standards of parks and 
public spaces against inter-
nationally agreed criteria, 
aimed at driving up the 
standards of park provision. 
Numerous facets of 
the park provision are 

assessed including quality 
of facilities, maintenance 
standards, environmen-
tal management, and 
community involvement.  
The Green Flag judges were 
met at the different sites 
by Councillors, users of the 
facilities and members of 
the various Friends Groups.    
This year three facilities, 
namely Mainsforth Sports 
Complex, Duncombe 
Cemetery and Surtees 

Doorstep Green were 
all awarded Green Flag 
status.
A Council spokesman said, 
“It is an amazing achieve-
ment for a town the size 
of Ferryhill to be awarded 
three Green Flag awards.”
The Town Council aims to 
secure Green Flag status 
for even more of its sites 
in the future including 
Dean Bank Park and the 
Broom Rec. 

Three  Green  Flag  Awards  for  
Ferryhill

Beetle  drive
Ferryhill Methodist Church 
are holding a beetle drive 
on Tuesday 2nd August at 

7.30pm. Tickets are priced 
£3 and include supper. All 
are welcome to attend.

NSPCC  fundraising
The Ferryhill Six would 
like to thank everyone 
from Club 24 after their 
recent fundraising from the 
daytrip to Oswaldtwistle, 
where donations totalled 
£43.60. 
The group would also like 
to thank Sarah Berriman’s 
Bingo and members of 

Silver Court in Brandon who 
have bought lots of jam 
and chutney supporting 
NSPCC Childline. The 
final fundraising event for 
NSPCC will be a stall at 
Ferryhill Gala, after which 
the final amount will be 
tallied and handed over to 
the children’s charity.

The committee members 
of the Friends of Dean Bank 
School were invited to a 
garden party on Thursday, 
21st July, to thank them for 
their help with donations.
The party was held to 
celebrate the opening of 
the new school garden, 
which children and staff 
have been working very 
hard to achieve.    
The Friends committee 
donated two benches for 

the garden, which one 
committee member said 
looked ‘splendid.’    
The committee were 
waited on by the children 
and enjoyed juice, cakes 
and biscuits.  
A spokesperson for the 
committee said, “The 
garden has created a lovely 
quiet spot for the children 
and they should be very 
proud of their achieve-
ment.”

Garden  party

Advertise in 
The Chapter

Call Jeff on
01388 775896

0790 999 2731

To Let
2 Bed House, 

Cragside, Chilton
Garage, conservatory, 
new carpets & blinds, 

absolutely immaculate, 
early viewing advisable

No DSS Please

Tel: 07957609921 
for details
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Services 
& Repair

Free Quote

HEATING  &  PlUMBING

Gas Safe Registered
For All Boiler Installations, 

Tel: 07826527952

J. DUNN

01388 720009

Armstrong 
Electrics

Quality Electrical Services 
at competitive prices

Free Quotes & Advice

No Call Out Charge
Contact Gary Armstrong on

  01740 654054
  07944 444100

Andrew’s Roofing
The complete roofing service
New Roofs - Flat Roofs - Repairs

Slating & Tiling - Felting 
and Pointing

UPVC, Gutters, Fascias, Soffits 
& Flat Roofing Specialist

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

Valley
Wrought

Iron
High Quality Gates 

- Garden Fences - Wall Railings
- Free Estimates &

Advice on any project
- Experienced Tradesmen 

- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Following recent media coverage the Town 
Council wishes to make a formal statement 
to residents regarding the mistaken use of 
the Town Council’s debit card. 

Ferryhill Town Council takes its responsi-
bilities regarding financial management very 
seriously and has always achieved a high 
standard of accountability from independent 
auditors.  

However, a recent event highlighted a 
weakness with current procedures when the 
Executive Officer mixed up the Council Debit 
card with his own, both are silver and unfor-
tunately had the same PIN number. 

Upon realising his mistake in spending £550 
made up of several transactions on the 
Council debit card, he reported the matter 
to the Town Council and the Council’s Finance 
Officer and repaid the sums concerned. The 
Council has accepted that it was a genuine 
mistake. Independently the matter was also 
reported to the Police who have confirmed 
that it was a genuine mistake and there was 
no dishonesty at all.  

The Town Councils auditors were asked to 
review the policies and would like to reassure 
residents that procedures are now in place 
to ensure this type of error can not occur 
again and that the Council has not suffered 
any financial loss and accepted that it was a 
genuine mistake by a valued member of staff.   

Councillor Pat McCourt said, “The Council has 
accepted the apology given by the Executive 
Officer and accepts it’s was a genuine mistake, 
and would like to apologise to residents for 
any concern it may have caused them.”     

Ferryhill Town Council 
recently presented 
Inspector Bill Bentham 
with a gift to thank him 
for his role in driving down 
crime in the area over the 
past few years.
Inspector Bentham 
recently retired as the 
Community Inspector 
for the Spennymoor and 
Ferryhill area, leaving 
a legacy of some of the 
lowest crime rates and best 
detection rates not only in 
the County but nationally. 
Councillor Pat McCourt 
Leader of the Council, said, 
“We will all miss Inspector 
Bentham as he has led his 
community police team 
with considerable success, 
reducing crime rates to 
some of the lowest in the 
country, however we do all 
wish him every success for 

the future”.
Mayor Ken Campbell 
thanked Inspector Bentham 
for his sterling service in 

the town and gave him 
two Town Council whiskey 
glasses and a bottle of malt 
whiskey.    

ASL OVEN CLEANING 
SPECIALIST

> REMOVES GREASE & FAT
> DESTROYS BURNT ON CARBON  
   DEPOSITS
> CAUSTIC FREE PRODUCTS
> FULLY TRAINED OPERATIVES
> HOBS, ExTRACTORS, 
   MICROWAVES
> SEALS, HINGES, FILTERS 
   REPLACED
> FRESH SOLUTION EACH TIME

Call antHony: 
07938795950

Letters
Have your say...

An open letter from 
Ferryhill Town Council

Mayor Ken Campbell presents Inspector Bill Bentham 
with a bottle of whiskey.

Inspector  thanked  for  service  
to  the  area

Dear Editor,

I know I am wasting my time writing this 
letter but I feel I must vent my feelings of 
disgust at Durham County Council’s decision 
to close Ferryhill Leisure Centre.

I think it’s criminal to even contemplate 
closing such a facility for all ages of people in 
Ferryhill. 

I wish they would think again – I have used 
the leisure centre for all kinds of reasons, in 
particular the gym for 30 years. 

I am 77 years old and so sad and sorry about 
the decision to close it. I think closure was a 
foregone conclusion by DCC – so sad.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
all the staff over the last 30 years for being 
so helpful and friendly and I hope all friends I 
have met there keep healthy and well.

PS – Where on earth are all our local council-
lors? Not one came forward with a voice of 
concern regarding closure – no effect from 
any of them.

Gordon Simpson,
Ferryhill

l&S Roofing Services
All aspects of roofing work 

undertaken
- Tiled roofs - Slate roofs - 

- UPVC rooflines -
- Guttering - Chimneys 
repointed & reduced -

Tel: (01740) 664938
Mob: 07783 631098

P. Vardy Joinery
All Joinery work undertaken

•	 Doors
•	 Flooring

•	 Bookcases
•	 UPVC Windows

Free Estimates
No Job Too Small

01325 481882
07582 291581

Summer  crafts
Chilton Library is holding a 
series of craft sessions over 
the summer. Places are still 
available on:
Paper Mache Starfish and 
Octopuses – Thursday 4th 

August.
Sea Creatures – Thursday 
11th August.
Aquarium Paper Plates – 
Thursday 18th August.
Fish Paper Plates – Thursday 

25th August.
During August the library 
will also hold a lucky dip 
for all junior borrowers 
who take out four books 
per visit.

01740 656 356
07733 555 330

anDREW HEaVISIDE
PlaStERInG SERVICES
Clean, Friendly, Reliable Service

• Skimming
• Cover artex
• Ceilings
• Boarding & repair work

FREE QUotatIonS
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Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...

SILVERCABS

07549 634 441

Local Driver
Anytime, Anywhere

Hospitals, Doctors, 
Interviews, Contracts, 
Airports, Train Station, 
Holidays, Shopping

Heating & 
Plumbing

Gas Safe Registered
Combi Boilers
Fires - Cookers
All Gas Work

Serviced & Repaired
Also wood burning 

and multifuel
stoves installed

Phone Paul on
07967 679 998

FIRST  CHOICE  MAINTENANCE

Chilton Based

CORNER 
ELECTRICAL

•	House	Rewiring
•	Additional	sockets
•	Showers
•	Inspection/testing
•	Exterior	lights
•	Burglar	alarms
•	Electric	gates
24hr Emergency Call Out
FREE QUOTES & ADVICE

Telephone Jim on
 (01740) 654 751
Mob: 07725 205 172

BlINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on	01325	309003
1 Brighouse Court, Newton Aycliffe Ind. Park.

Ask	about	our	next	day	fitting	on	vertical	blinds

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE
FREE

MEaSuRE & FITTINg 
buy direct from the 
factory and save

Ferryhill  Saints  
warm  up
Ferryhill Saints enter-
tained Chilton WMC in a 
pre-season friendly game 
last Sunday. Saints started 
the local derby well 
creating several chances in 
the first half hour. 
Pressure mounted and 
after David Tait was 
brought down in the box, 
Shane Todd converted the 
spot kick nicely. Chilton 
fought back though and 
grabbed an equaliser just 
before half time, after a 

good free kick crossed in 
from the edge of the box 
was converted by the away 
side.
The second half was a very 
even affair but Chilton 
managed to squeeze 
a winner with another 
looping header midway 
into the half. 
The final score was 2-1 
to Chilton and the next 
friendly is at home to 
Bishop Hospital on Sunday 
31st July.

Young  footballers 
wanted
Kirk Merrington Junior 
Football Club are looking 
for players in school Years 
4 to 8 to join up with their 
enthusiastic coaching 
staff to enjoy the game of 
football. 
The U9s team recently 
reached the semi-finals of 
the Annfield Plain Soccer 
7s competition – not bad 
considering they have only 
been playing together for 
2 months. Coaches Gary 

Grayson and Barrie Soulsby 
are both very proud.
Kirk Merrington are a 
Charter Standard Club who 
play in organised leagues 
in the area. 
They are holding open 
trials during July and 
August for school Years 4 
to 8. 
All are welcome to attend, 
call 01388 817542 or 07500 
065453 for more informa-
tion.

Mainsforth  Cricket 
results
Both the first and second 
teams were back in 
action last weekend with 
a double header against 
Langley Park. 
The first team were away 
at Langley and batted 
first. They tallied a disap-
pointing 118 all out, with 
N. Milner top scoring on 
35. 
In what turned out to be 
a very a close run affair, 
Langley only just managed 
to knock off their target, 
making 119/9. 
A valiant effort from W. 
Teesdale taking 7/35 
was, unfortunately, not 
enough.
The seconds fared better 
at home, bowling out 
Langley Park for 112. S. 
Avery took 4/43, P. 

Whithorn 3/17, V. Gash 
3/41 and 12 year old Ryan 
Dawson bowled 6 overs 
and conceded only 7 runs. 
Mainsforth knocked off 
for the loss of 5 wickets, 
with S. Avery (37) and P. 
Whithorn (31) the top con-
tributors.
The club would like to 
thank everyone who 
turned up in support of 
the amateur’s competition 
last Sunday and cheered 
on the teams. 
“The day was a great 
success and we hope the 
semis and eventual final 
are as well supported” 
said a spokesperson for 
the club. 
The chosen charity for the 
competition this year is 
the NSPCC.

Advertise in 
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Summer  drinking  crackdown
A summer crackdown on 
underage drinking and anti-
social behaviour has already 
seen more than 30 young 
people stopped by police 
and wardens.
The Safe Durham Part-
nership’s Summer Nights 
initiative aims to tackle 
unreasonable behaviour by 
encouraging young people 
to get involved in alterna-
tive activities.
Focusing on South Durham, 
the campaign sees officers 
from Durham County Council 
and Durham Constabulary 
targeting underage street 
drinkers.
During a recent Stay Safe 

operation, letters were sent 
to the parents of 10 young 
people who were stopped 
for anti-social behaviour.
A further 19 young people 
were referred to the 4Real 
Service for help and advice 
on the risks of drinking 
alcohol, four were asked 
to attend the police station 
and three were taken home.
Helen Dent, Durham 
County Council anti-social 
behaviour coordinator, 
said, “Our aim is not just 
to educate young people 
on the harm that alcohol 
can cause, but also to 
encourage them to get 
involved in more positive 

activities.
“A major concern is the 
amount of alcohol some 
youths are consuming, 
the age of some of these 
children and the fact that 
often alcohol is being 
supplied by much older 
youths.
“The local police and 
anti-social behaviour teams 
request that parents be 
aware and vigilant of the 
possible implications this 
could have on their child.”
The campaign continues 
throughout the summer, 
with test purchase 
operations due to take 
place in the area.

Students from Ferryhill 
Business and Enterprise 
College are celebrating, 
after winning an award 
for Best Financial Plan 
after a six-month business 
challenge in which they 
demonstrated their 
business skills.
Students from 20 
secondary schools across 
County Durham have taken 
part in the Future Business 
Magnates competition, 
organised by Durham 
County Council.
The competition, now 
in its sixth year, is an 
opportunity for schools 
to encourage students 
to develop enterprise 

skills and experience the 
excitement and exhilara-
tion of working in business.
Schools were paired with 
local companies, which 
acted as mentors for the 
students who were tasked 
with developing a business 
idea and completing a 
series of six business-
related challenges.
The competition winners 
were announced at an 
awards ceremony, which 
took place earlier this 
month at the xcel Centre 
in Newton Aycliffe.
The winning team was 
King James I Academy, 
which received £2,000 for 
the school and £50 for 

each team member as well 
as the winners’ trophy.
Runner-up was the team 
from Framwellgate School, 
in Durham, which received 
£1,000 for the school 
and £25 for each team 
member.
Eight additional awards 
were made, with a trophy 
for each winning team and 
£10 prizes for each team 
member, FBEC winning the 
prize for the Best Financial 
Plan.
Cllr Linda Marshall said, 
“We hope that what they 
have learnt in this year’s 
competition will inspire 
them to become our future 
business people.”

Future  business  magnates 
celebrate  success


